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TeM, hto 3Ta KHHra Aomjia Bac, mbi o6^3aHbi b nepByio onepe^b 6H6jiHOTeKapnM, KOTOpbie ^ojirae toabi 6epemio xpaHHjiH ee. 
CoTpyAHHKH Google oijmjipOBajiH ee b paMKax npoeKTa, u,enb KOTOporo - c^ejiaTb KHHra co Bcero MHpa ^ocTymibiMH nepe3 HurepHeT. 

3Ta KHHra HaxoAHTCJi b o6mecTBemioM aoctouhhh. B o6ih,hx nepTax, K>pH,a,HHecKH, KHHra nepe^aeTcn b o6m,ecTBeHHoe AOCTomuie, 
Kor^a HCTeKaeT cpoK ,neHCTBHa HMymecTBemibix aBTOpcKHx npaB Ha Hee, a Taioxe ecjiH npaBoo6jiaAaTejib caM nepe^aji ee b 
o6mecTBeHHoe AOCTomuie hjih He 3anBHji Ha Hee aBTOpcKHx npaB. TaKHe KHHra - oto kjhoh k nponuiOMy, k coKpoBHiijaM Harnen HCTOpHH 
h KyjibTypbi, h k 3HaHH^M, KOTOpbie 3aHacTyio HHr^e 6ojibine He Hafi^enib. 

B 3TOH H,H(|)pOBOH KOnHH MbI OCTaBHJIH 6e3 H3MeHCHHH BCe pyKOnHCHbie nOMeTKH, KOTOpbie 6bIJIH B OpHTHHaJIbHOM H3AaHHH. IlyCKaH OHH 
6y#yT HanoMHHaHHeM o Bcex Tex pyKax, nepe3 KOTOpbie npouuia 3Ta KHHra - aBTOpa, H3,a,aTejui, 6n6jiHOTeKap5i h npeAbmymnx 
HHTaTejiefi - hto6bi HaKOHeii, nonacTb b Barnn. 


IIpaBHjia iiojibiOBanim 

MbI rOp£HMC5I HamHM COTpy^HHHeCTBOM C 6u6jIHOTeKaMH, B paMKax KOTOporo MbI OIJH(j)pOBbIBaeM KHHra B o6ui,eCTBeHHOM AOCTOHHHH H 
^ejiaeM hx ^ocTymibiMH j\m. Bcex. 3 th KHHra npHHaAJie^KaT BceMy HejiOBenecTBy, a mbi - jihhib hx xpamrrejiH. TeM He MeHee, oijH(j)poBKa 
khht h no^^ep^cKa 3Toro npoeKra ctoat HeMano, h nooTOMy, hto6bi h b ^ajibHeumeM npe^ocTaBjinTb otot pecypc, mbi np e,a, np hhhjih 
H eKOTOpbie Mepbi, hto6bi npe^OTBparaTb KOMMepnecKoe Hcnojib30BaHHe othx khht. O/jHa H3 hhx - 3to TexHHHecKHe orpammeHmi Ha 
aBTOMaranecKHe 3anpocbi. 

Mbi TaK>Ke npocHM Bac: 


• He Hcnojib30BaTb (jjaiijibi b KOMMepuecKHx pejiax. Mbi pa3pa6oTajiu nporpaMMy IloHCKa no KHHraM Google Bcex 
nojib30BaTejieH, nooTOMy, no^cajiyficTa, Hcnojn>3yHTe 3th (jjafijibi tojibko b hhhhbix, HeKOMMepnecKHx ijejiiix. 

• He OTnpaBJiHTb aBTOMaraHecKHe 3anpocbi. He orapaBJiaHTe b CHCTeMy Google aBTOMaranecKHe 3anpocbi jiio6oro po#a. Ecjih 
BaM Tpe6yeTC^[ ^ocTyn k 6ojibihhm oGbeMaM tckctob ^jih Hccjie^OBaHHH b o6jiacra MamHHHoro nepeBO^a, onranecKoro 
pacno3HaBaHH^ TeKCTa, hjih b ^pyrax noxo)KHx ijejiax, CBiDKHTeeb c HaMH. othx ijejieH mbi HacTOUTejibHO peKOMeH^yeM 
HCn0JIB30BaTb HCKJIIOHHTeJIbHO MaTepHaJIBI B o6ui,eCTBeHHOM ^OCTOUHHH. 

• He y^ajiBTb jioroTHnbi h #pyme aTpii6yTbi Google H3 (jjaiijiOB. H3o6pa)KeHmi b Ka^OM (jiaHjie noMeneHbi jiororanaMH Google 
^jbi Toro, hto6bi paccKa3aTb nuraTejuiM o HameM npoeKre h noMOHb hm Hafira ^onojiHHTejibHbie MaTepnajibi. He y^ajiflirre hx. 

• Co6jno#aTb 3aKOHbi Barneii h ^pyrnx CTpaH. B kohchhom HTore, hmchho Bbi HeceTe nojiHyK) oTBeTCTBeHHocTB 3a Baum 
AeHCTBH^ - nooTOMy, no^cajiyncTa, y6e^HTecb, hto Bbi He HapymaeTe eooTBeTCTByiom,He 3aKOHbi Bamen hjih ^pyrax CTpaH. 
HMenTe b BH^y, hto #a)Ke ecjin KHHra 6ouee He HaxoAHTca no# 3am,HTOH aBTOpcKHx npaB b CIIIA, to oto em,e coBceM He 3HanHT, 
hto ee mo^cho pacnpocTpaH^Tb b ,zi,pyrax CTpaHax. K co^KajieHHio, 3aK0H0^,aTejibCTB0 b ctjiepe HHTe jmeKTy bjibho h 
co6cTBeHHOcra OHeHb pa3HOo6pa3HO, h He cymecTByeT ymmepcajibHoro cnocoGa onpeAejiHTb, KaKpa3pemeHO Hcnojib30BaTb 
KHHry b KOHKperaoH CTpaHe. He paccHHTbiBaHTe Ha to, hto ecjra KHHra nonBUJiacb b noncKe no KHHraM Google, to ee mo^kho 
Hcnojib30BaTb r#e h KaK yro^HO. HaKa3amie 3a HapymeHHe aBTOpcKHx npaB MO^ceT OKa3aTbcn oneHb cepbe3HbiM. 


O nporpaMMe 

Hama mhcchh - opraHH30BaTb HH(jx)pMan,Hio bo BceM MHpe h c^ejiaTb ee ^ocTynHOH h nojie3HOH rjw Bcex. Hohck no KHHraM Google 
noMoraeT nojib30BaTejiaM HaHTH khhth co Bcero CBeTa, a aBTopaM h H3AaTeji»M - hobbix HHTaTejien. HtoGbi npOH3Becra noncK no otoh 
KHHre b nojiHOTeKCTOBOM pe^CHMe, OTKpOHTe CTpaHHi^y httpr/Zbooks-c- uuyle . ^uiLL . 
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The Authour to the Header. 

Know ( Reader) that he who undertakes to write, makes 
himfelf a mark of cenfure for men to level at.Forto pleafe 
all men,fhall then only be potfibIe,when all men fhal be of 
one minde-til then, we look for as many diflikings,as there 
is diverflties of opinions , each man condemning what is 
— ^ - fr — n °t according to his own humour and palate. Some will 

llorm or lcorri ( perhaps) our writing as an un-necelTary fcribling, and paper 
blurring: others will quarrell at the fubje<ft,thac we fliould write a Hiftory ; 
others that fuch,fo compofed , and formal of a private family, with juch 
commendation. Again , fome will accufe us of partiality * and fome 
will even queftion the truth of it. Neither will there bee wanting 
fuch as will blame the forme and falhion of the work , as too fhorc* 
or too long-, and many (I doubt not) will carp at the Stile, the Phrafe,the Pe- 
riods, the Di&ion and Language. In all thefe particulars ,to fatisfie all men, 
is more then we can hope fonyet thus much fliortly of each of thera,to fuch 
as will give eare to reafonrThat I write,and of this fubjedl ,1 am conftrained 
to do it-,not by any violence or compulfion,but by the force of duty, as I take 
it : for being defired to do it by thole I would not refufe , I thought my felf 
bound to honour that name, and in, and by it, our King & Countrey. And fo 
I have done what I can,3c fhould have been glad to have done more,ifit had 
lyen in my power. As for the writing of a Hiftory I could never have drea- 
med that I fliould have needed to make Apologie for it : neither did I ever 
hear it accounted prophane, till I had done. Then by chance I lighted on a 
certain Authour who excufeth himfelf for fo doing, and promifeth to doe fo 
no more.lt may be neither fliall I. Yet dare I not promife fo much : neither 
fee I any reafon why I fhould: for if by profane,they mean that Hiftory ma- 
keth men profane, and leadeth to profanitie and atheifme-, then certainly we 
may juftly fay , that it is nothing lefle. For in it we fee and behold, as in a 
Glafte , Gods Providence guiding and ruling the World, and mens affions, 
which arrive oftento unexpe&ed events, and fometimes even to fuch ends as 
are quite contrary to the Aftors intentions. In Hiftory alfo we fee men, and 
our felves in them, our vertues or vices, which is the fccond point of wifdom : 
this leads us alfo to God. Butif (by profane ) they mean whatfoever is not 
Scripture,and would have men to read and write nothing but what belongs 
unto it * then muft we condemne all humane learning & knowledge,all Arts 
and Sciences, which are the bleflings of God,and in which c . Mofes and Paul 
were trained up, and well feen.lt is true, there is no knowledge comparable 
to that of holy Scripture, and we cannot be too converfant about it-,yet there 
is no kind of knowledge but is ufefull, & may and ought to be efteemed and 
embraced Our laft end fhould ever be to God and Chrift : but to fpeak al- 
wayes of him dire<ftly,isneither required nor poffible. Ashe is the end,fo the 
wayto this end is by fpeaking of him, or ofthingswhich may lead us to him: 
yet is it not neceflary at all times to fpeak of fuch things profefTedly as lead 
us that way . He is our end in himfelf, and for himfelf, and happy were we 
ifin him we could terminate all our defires.Vertue leads to him, and is to be 
embraced as fuch.-but to obtrude it at firft for that confideration,and on that 
refpett ,it may be doubted whether or not that be alwayes the right Method 
and beft way of proceeding.The other may happen to prove more available 
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with Come, which is, to learne firft tof>e enamppred & to love honour* then 
vertue for honour * thenvertueforitfelf * then to account nothing vertue 
withoutGod ? who not being to be found but inChrift,muft needs be fought 
for above all things.Now Hiftory is, as it were,the A B C. of this Method, 
and the beautifull Pi<fture*by looking on which, our defire of honour is kin- 
dled , and fo of vertue, which onely brings true honour with it.Neither is it 
needfull to proclaim this intention to the world ;yea,I know not whether to 
fay thus much be not even too much. It is enough to fet the objedf before 
them,and to furnifh them matter for their thoughts to work upon. -as for the 
imeafure of praife wee give them, if after thou haft read and weighed , thou 
flialt think it too much, all that I can fay, is,that I think it but their due , and 
fpeak as I think,& according to the fcantling of my own judgment. Touch- 
ing partiality ,1 deny it not, but am content to acknowledge my intereft.Nei- 
ther do I thinjuhat ever any man did fet pen to paper without fame particu- 
lar relation of Kindred, Countrey , or fuch like. The Romanes in writing the 
Romane , the Grecians in writing their Greek Hiftories* friends writing to, 
of, or for friend$,may be thought partial! as Countrey* men and friends.The 
vertuous may be deemed to be partiall toward the vertuous , and the godly 
toward the godly and religious: AH Writers have fome fuch refpedt, which 
is a kinde ofpartiality. I do not refute to be thought to have fome,or all of 
thefe refpeds,and I hope none wil think I do amitrein having them. Pleating 
of men, I am fo fane from Ihunning of it, that it is my chief end and fcopc ; 
But let it pleafe them to be pleafed with vertue,otherwi!e they fhal find nor 
thing here to pleafe them. If thou fiiideft any thing here befides, blame me 
boldly. And why fhouldany be difpleafed that wil be pleafed with it < would 
to God I could fo pleafe the world,I fliould never djfpleafe any. But if either 
of thefe (partiality or defire to plcate)carry me befides the truths then fliall j 
confefie my felf guilty , and efteem thele as great faults , as it is faultie and 
blame^ worthy to forfake th?t ruth. But otherwife Co the truth be ftuck unto, 
there is no hurt in partiality and labouring to pleafe. And as for truth , clip 
not, nor champ not my words (as fome nave done clfe where) and I beleevp 
the worft affe&ed will pot charge mee with lying. I have ever fought 
the truth in all things carefully, and even here alfo,and that painfully in every 
pointrwhere I find it allured, I have fet it do wn confidently* where I though^, 
there was fome reafon to doubt,I tell my Authoux : So that if I deceived* is 
my felf I decqve^iwtd^ for I, hide nothing ftpui . my felf 

know, and as l know it * jfiottknoweft more or bet- 

ter. Which ifehou doeft.imparf 'iihd, cohanwinicftteit. for fo thoufhouldeft; 
do, and fo is truth brought to light, which elfe would lye hid and buried. My 
paines and travel in it have been greater then every one would think, in cor- 
recting my errours*thine will not bee fo much* And both of us may fur nis h, 
matter for a third man to finde out the truth more exa&ly, than, either of us, 
hath yet doqe.Help therefore,but carp not.Concerning the manner & form,,- 
tfiis ip partly the caufe why I have ufed this, which I do here follow,tbat all- 
things being laid open,& expofed to thy view,, thou may, eft have to choofc . 
on,or to finde fbmewhat of thine own*& where I could not refolve a doubt, 
thou mayeft fee it, and have fome mean (perhaps ) to folve k better. I havo 
alfb in many places interpofed my judgement of rpens actions: I think k the 
lifepf Hiftory, & without which it were little better, than an old, wife* tale. 
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It is true , it were not fo need full .if all men were alike judicious : but fee- 
ing they are not fo,it is-abfolucely neceflary ♦, that fo thofe who readcare- 
lefly and fleepingly may bee awaked 5 who minde onely pleafure , may 
have profit thruft upon them } that the dullmly be quicked , and the ju- 
dicious have his judgement (Jiarp^ncd , and a finer edge put upon it , by 
this our whet-ftone. I know there ate that think other wife , and that 
all fliould be left to the collection and difcretion of the Reader : But. this 
is my opinion, and I know no Writer of note, or account * but interpo- 
feth his cenfure of things. What name you give this piece , I am very 
indifferent * Call it Hiftory, Chronicle, Comentarie , Annals , Journal 
lives, or (if you pleafe) difcourfes or exercitations , it matters not much. 
Let who will,for me , define , divide, and dilpute of the nature , of the 
bounds andMarches of Airts , and Writings , and of their Lawes , this 
kinde is my lot or choice at this time. For the fame caufe or reafon (that 
men may not take any thing upon meer truft,I lift the judgment of others, 
and am content that thou like wife canvafe mined do it without partiality, 
or refpeding any mans perfori: though otherwife } and in other things I 
reverence them never fo much , yet I cannot but refped reafon more i 
where they bring not that ftrong enough to fatisfie , I ao notconceale or 
diflemble it , I do not refufe the fame meafure from others : if thou doeft 
not like my reafon , rejed it , but let reafon be thy rule , for it is mine ac- 
cording to my capacity. For the Language it is my Mother- tongue,that 
is,Scottifh : and why not, to Scottifh-men ' Why fhould I contemne it i 
I never thought the difference fo great i as that by feeking to fpeak Eng-* 
lifhi I would hazard the imputation ofaffedat ion. Every tonguehath the 
dwrt vertue and grace. Some are more fubftaritjall * others more or- 
nate andfuccind. They have alfo their own defers and faultineflc, fome 
are harfli , fome are effeminate , fome are rude , fome affedate and 
fwelling. The Romanes fpake from their heart , The Grecians with 
their lips only, and their ordinary fpeech was complements-, efpecially 
the Afiatick Greeks did ufea loofe and blown kinde of phrafe. And who 
is there that keeps that golden niea’n'For my own part,I likeourown,& 
he that writes well in it,writes well enough tome- Yet I have yeelded 
fomewhat to the tyrsinnie ofcuftome&nd thife times, not feeking curiouf- 
ly for wordsjaut taking them as they came to hand. I acknowledge alfo 
my fault (if it be a fault) that I ever accounted it a mean ftudy , and of nq 
great commendation to learn to write, or to fpdak Englifh,and have loved 
better to be flow my pains and time on forreigne Languages, effeeming it 
but a Dialed of our own, and that (perhaps ) more corrupt. I fay the fame 
of the Stile : I follow no rules , but according to my difpofition for the 
dme,fo it is high dr Iow,long or fhort,fweet pr fharp, as was my humour 
for that houre. As in Poefie,fo in Profe-, who can choofe? Or how manjr 
arc there that'dare for thefe things, or can difcern? The Age is too fecure 
for Writers to be too curious. And thtfs much fhall fuffice to havefyoken 
of thefe things,and to fitisfle’d hope.) the candide Reader . , As for thofe 
who delight to carp, we fay no mpre.to them, but onely this,That as they 
take a libertie to themfelvcs to judge others, fo there will bee found fomcf 
that will pay them home in their own coyne. Farewell. 
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A CATALOGUE of the 


Lives contained iii this Hiftory*, 

Par t* I, 


Of the Houfe of D.ougla s. 

x.CHoJto 

%. father of the Scoti## Uulf. 

3 . William the firft lord /reefed at the tarUamem of forfoir. 

4. John the fee ond Lord. 

5. William the third lord, 
f>. Archbald thtfourth herd, 

rj. \Villiam,f» 4 <r of the Indent ure with the lord Abernethie . 
JB, H ugh,#' Aw * hisfoes found never Jleffiug , 

9. William thHo»die s 

iq, Good sirJzm^fiaininSfain. 

1 1 . Archbald lord Galloway, Jim * 8 *b 4 m- 

1 z , Hugh the nimh lord. 

1 3 . William lord Uddifi<dt % the fewer of Chivalry. 

14. Wiliam thefirfi Eerie. 

15. James, fan of otlirfartui 

16. William lord Wthfd 4 e% 

17. Grimm Archibald. 

18. Archbald Tine-roan. 

19. Archbald Earle of Wigton, 

2 o. W illiaro ,fioin in idinburgh Cajlle. 

James. . . 

22, William tfloininStirlin, 

3 3 . James put into Under <f. 
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P A R T. 1 1. 

Ofthe Houfe of Angus, 

O F the Houfe of Angus before it came to the name p/DoUgUs. 

, 1 .William Etw of Douglas ^and Angus. 

%. George his fon, 

3. William. 

4. James. 

5 . George the fecond. 

4. Archbald, **//«/ Bell the Cat. 

of George c Mafter of Angus, and fin ti Archbald thefirjt. 

7. Archbald that married tbejgueen. 

8. David. 

9. James, Far/* Morton, Regent* 

lo. Archbald the third, called good Barit Archbald. 
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THE PREFACE 


Of rffDouGLAss e s in general! : that is/) f their 
i Antiquitie/to which is joyned their Original! ) 
x 3 \obility and defcent , 3 (jreatncfle, 4 . and 
Valour of the Famihe and ZNftme 
of Doug l ASk 


mmm 


Think it will not be amijfe to p lace here before the 
doore {as it were) and entrie into this difcourfe and 
Ti reatife ( like a Si one or Ivie-btfh before an lone) 
an old v erf e, which a common in mens months. 

So man} Jo good, as of the Douglafles have been, 
of one fir name were ne re in Scotland feen. I 

This faying being ancient , and generally recei- 
ved , will ferve to invite the curious-ana candid 
Reader, and like a charme will fright away malignant fpirits ± and detractors # 
who labour to lefien and extenuate what they cannot deny. Neither is this a pub- 
lick fame only roavingly featured , and foone vanifhing, but fuch as hath conti- 
nued from age to age, and whtch is authorised and confirmed by all Writers, and 



which is mofi of all true in it felfe , ( as fall appear ehy this difcourfe ) and no- 
thing immodtfior immoderate. For if we confider theft two together ioyntly ( fo 
many and fo good ) that is, their number and their worth , we fall finae none that 
can match them in both thefe put together. There may be found of Other pomes 
fome as good,but not fo many. And agoing hough there be as many, yet art they not 
fo good Shis truth I have not heard impugnedjbut it hath hitherto been imbraced 
without all contradiction ( even of calumnie it felfe) I know not if without envie • 
Rut let that monfter eat her own heart , and teare her owne bowels : and that fhe 
may do fo yet more, we will give her further occafionto doe it, by enlarging this 
comparative thus •, So many, fo good, See, of fubje&s race were never in 
Europe feen : And yet farther , In the world were never feen. This is not 
any rhetoric all amplification, or poetic all hyperbole , but apofitive and meafured 
truth. If any, after he hath read and pondered their actions, and paraUeld them 
with thofe whofe names any Hifiorie hath transmitted to the knowledge ofpojte- 
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The Preface 

rity : If any man (/ fay ) Jhall find, after due fearch and firaight judgement, ei- 
ther, fib this our cOuntrey^or in this our I fie of Britt An , or m this fourth part of 
the torrid, Buropt •, or throughout the whole Umverfe, fitch valour to have em- 
thrikiinany me hettfc or name ( that wefeSubjetfs, arid not drugs, or Primes) 
arid to have been fit hereditary to all of them-, arid as if it had heen intailed, iefi- 
c ending by fuccefi ion from father tefitrij and front brother to brother , if he foc- 
ceffour fill firiving to outgo his preaecefiourfin that height of excellency, and for 
fontdny generation/: Then let thttfay&f be fujfcfted 'as partial!? oP branded 
wifh! ait untruth. Offiegwayes be content to bear witneffe, to the truth, or at leaf 
give others leave to do it, and receive thou it as fitch, without murmuring, or 
mpaticncie. Now as they have furpafjed ad other names, fio if we compare them 
atnohgfi them fives i it will prove a hard and difficult judgement to deter * 
mine xvho deferves the. prize and hath been tnofif excellent. There bath been 
twenty fifons and rride f Wht havepeffeft the chtef houfts, and prtrtcifaU fami- 
lies 0/ Douglas arid Angus from William (to go no higher ) who died in Ber- 
wick a pri (oner, be fide s thofo worthy branches {the Lor oof Ntddefidailf Liddifi- 
datll, Gallon ay, OtmeriJmurr ay, Bald/OitL, Dalkeith, (fix. There is none almoH, 
whofie life and the times afforded occafion of act ton, but hath made himfelf Angu- 
larly confpicuous by fome hot able exploit or other , as is to be feen in their fever all 
lives. F or the prefent we wid onely take a gener all view of them in grofife, accord- 
ing to thefe heads : i. i^dntiquity [which includes their originals) 2. Nobili- 
tie. y. Greritncjfe. 4. Valeut. t^fndfrtfi, we will confider them without any 
eomparifidn in ilemfckOts fimpby^urid absolutely, then we wid compare them with 
Others both Within, Arid without the COuntrey 5 and fo I hope the truth of our 

J fcrfiorifhdd appear fUdP arid evident unto toe eyes of ad thefe , that wid not ob* 
inately / hut their eyes againfi fo bright fhining a light . 

To begin then with their Antiquity and Origiriafl, fo far as we can learn and 
find either in Hifiory, ortMonument, hy evident or tradition , which we wid 
fet down here in order of time, as we have gathered and coded ed them. 1 . And 
firfi^ We have that tradition which is moft ancient of all others in the dayes of 
SolVathius King of Scotland in the year y6j. when Donald Bane uf orped the 
title of King, and had in a battell ahrioji defeated the Kin^s army , a certain 
Nobltman {eaUcd afterward Sholto Douglas) came in to their fuccour, and 0 * 
vert hrtw the [aid Dohald, whom he few in the field and fc ottered his army, as 
is fu down at length in hit life. *. The fecond witneffe ofthetr Antiquity and 
Original it brought from beyond fen, out of Italy, in the family of the Scoti of 
Plaifanet which is proved to have f irung from the Douglales at Urge in the 
/z/^o/ William the fourth man of that name. The time is in the dayes Of Chatle- 
maigh in the year yyg.orfas our Writers) 800. or 801 . In the reign of Achiiat 
King of Scotland, y.our third witneffe is a publike Monument out of a Mona fiery 
[which were the Registers of thofc times) the CM ona fiery of Icdmekid, which 
tell that Makolme Kenmore at the Parliament of Forf air in the ye are 1057. 
or 1 061. {did not advance to that dignity, for they had the equivalent of it 
before) hiit adorned with the new ft He ofLord, tsfomc of the name of Douglas, 
whith file was then firfi brought into this Countrey by imitation of other Nati- 
ons. 4v Our fourth witneffie ts in the year 1133. The foundation of the lytbbey 
of 'Lefmh Hagoe confirmed by King David, wherein it is txprefiy hounded by the 
Barronk of DougUfdailc. Now feeing this is but a confirmation, the dotation 
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mifl have gone before in fome other Kings dayes . 5. ‘The fifth witneffe is in the 
dayes of King William (Nephew to this David ) who began his r eigne in the 
yearc 1 1 65. He er cited the townc of Aire into a free brough Royally and amongfi 
the witncjjes of their Charter are Alexander and William Douglafles. 

6. Theftxthis a mortmain, and dotation granted to theBifhop of CM array, 
where the fame names are inferted (William and Alexander Douglafles) for 
witneffes. It is not certain whether thefe be the fame that were witnefes in the 
former Charter of Aire , but it is Itkeliefi they were the fame. In what yeare of 
King Williams reigne this was we have not yet learned, but he reigned till the 
year 1214. 7 . The feaventh is , the Indenture made between W illiam Lord 

Douglas, and Hugh Lord Abernethie in the dayes of King Alexander the 
third, 1259. Some fourty five years after this laft King William, the parties 
lars of this Indenture are fet down in the life of the faid William, who is the 
ninth man of the name of Douglas. 8. Eighthly, wehavealfo (though much 
later) in the dayes of King Robert Bruce, and good Sir James Douglas, men- 
tion made of two Douglafles, (beftdes Sir James) one James Douglas of Low- 1 
den, and Andrew Douglas in the pub like rolls ( three rolls marked, 1 . 1 6 .) 

King Robert to James of Lowdon a confirmation of the lands ofCalder- 
clecre, and Kinnaule , and Carnewath : To Andrew Douglas he gives Corfc - 
well, which was fallen into his hands by the forfeiture of the Earle of Winton, 
or Wigton. Now what thefe two were, and whether or not they wire in kinne 
to the Lords of Douglas we know not. Onely I have heard it reported that the 
lands ofLowden were gotten from the Lords 0^ Douglas •, and Caldcr-cleerc is 
known to have been given of from their efiate. Now howbeit thefe two be not 
very ancient, yet it may be gathered that the name of Douglas was ancient, 
even then being propagated into fo many branches, which could not have been 
done of a fudden,but in procefe of time : Thefe things do confute thofe Authours 
who reckon the Originak of the Douglafles from good Sir James , or at the mofl 
from his father William .* Becaufeour Writers, Major, Boetius, and Bu- 
chanan , name none before them. But they intending, and minding more the gc - 
nerall Hifiory of the Countrey, then the defeent, or beginning of particular hou - 
fes, may perhaps be cxcufed herein ylt it doth not follow, that there were none 
before, becaufc they have pafi them in filence. nd fo much [hall fufficc to have 

fpoken of their Antiijuity, and Origiriall as far as we know, I fay cxprefly as far 
as we know for certainly we do not yet know them fully-, Wc do not know them 
in the fountain, but in the (beam • not in the root , but in the flock and fiemme - ' • " • 
for we know not who was the firfi mean man, that did by his vertue raife him- 
felfe above the vulgar to fuch eminent place and fiate, as our Sholto behoved to 
have been of, before he wan the battell,and got the name of Douglas,n>/ 5 /V/> hath 
drowned his former name : for none but fonts great man of great friend [hip and 
depcndance could have been able to have overcome this Donald Bane, ( Being 
already victor) and changed the fortune of the day : e^And William indeed 
was created a Lord at For fair, but we hear not that he was rai fed from a mean 
efiate, or tnriched by the Kings liberality •, wherefore we may jujlly thinkjse had 
the fame place in effect before, but under fomc other name , as of T hanc ,Abthanc , * • 

orfome fuch title. 

The next point wc propound to fpeap_of is their Nobility. There is great con- % Of their 
test among men , who jhouldbe most Noble • but where will true Nobility be found 
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fo entire < In what (objects rue is it (e fall and pcrft ft, according to all the ac» 
ceptions, and fegnif cations thereof? They depot it to be a lifting or raifing 
up above the vulgar : and what name,l pray, bath been fo elevated, and hath Jo 
tranfeended all other, as this of the Douglases ? 'They aside this condition, 
that it be for true worth * and hath there been any ft worthy? Theft that will 
difiiuguifh it into fever all kinds , make five forts of it) I Nobility of vertue $ a of 
degrees 3 of offices and Employment * 7 4 of Birth and difeent) 5 Laftly of Tame 
and renown. 

1. Of Venue, x. O fid theft the firfi is the ground, , without which the reft are never welt 
built, and are but jhadowes without the fubjtance : virtus nobilicat, vertue doth 
ennoble, is a faying, which is no Ioffe true then ancient $ for it makes him in 
whom it doth re fide, truely noble by its own power beyond all exception. It hath 
not the dependance on Kings or Princes to give or take it away : It is ever the 
felf, whether exalted, or not exalted 3 regarded, or neglected * rejpefted, or dif- 
refpefted. Nay, it doth ever carry along with it fuch refpeft and, regard, as no 
bafeneffe of place, of birth, of means or employment, can Jlain or leflen * making 
lownefe it jelf to overtop whatfoever is bigbefi in the eyes of the world. Itaddes 
honour to whatfoever place , majefiie to whatfoever efiate , fufficiencie to whatfo- 
ever means, fplcndour to whatfoever obfeurity : which no contempt of tongues, 
no detracting ( peeches ,no dif- efieem of prefuming pride , is able to impair or dar- 
ken. Where honour and vertue do meet, there honour is an txtcrnaU addition 
and confirmation of the inwardtefiimony in the mhtd of the vert mat: but where 
vertue is wanting, outward honours are but falfe enfignes, lytng inferiptions of 
empty boxes. That this name was verttfoufiy noble, and noblie vertuous, the de- 
duction of their lives will Juffickntlyjhow. 

a.Of{Degree». a. As for the fecond, NobUity of Degrees , of Dignifies and Titles given by 
Kings ami Primes •, fuch as are theft of Knights , Barons, Lords, Earles, Dukes, 
tcc-alhhefe they had conferred upon them both at home and tnforraign Coun- 
tries. This kind of Nobility is in account amongfi menfiecauft although oftentimes 
it proceeds meerely from the Primes favour upon fmall or no defert,yet it is fup- 
pofed to be grounded upon vertue , or that it (hould alwayes be grounded thereon ; 
Now in Douglafles it was ever fo, for they were never greater then they de- 
fer ved : and whatever titles of honour they had, were rather tbrufi upon them, 
then ambitioufiy fought and hunted after : Nay joe reade of grimme Archibald, 
that he repelled and refufed the title of Duke . 

3. Of Offices 3. Tbctbirdfert is very like and mar unto this jf it be not a part of it confining 
and imploy- in. publike ffffs.es and imp loyment either in peace or war, fuch as tube Wardens of 
ro€M ’ the ^Marches, Lievetenants, Covernours, Leaders, and Conductors of armies 1 
This was aimed proper /tnd( in a mannerfhertditary to the houfe, in which places 
nlfi they jo behaved themfelves, that for their goodfervices done to the King, 
and Countrey, their Family and Pofiertty do enjoy {at this home) many privi- 
ledges and immunities granted to them in their Charters, fuch as 1. Regalities, 
(and exemptions thereby.) %. The firfi place and vote in Parliament, Ceunfell, 
or meeting , and convention of the States . 3 .The leading of the vantguard in the 
day of battetf : 4. And the bearing of the Croton at riding in Partiamem. 

Ofbloud. 4 * jfenrth h Nobilitie ofbloua, and Defient. T his feme doe place only in 

4 ' 1 the defbent of the right line majeutim without interruption, and efieem him mo f 

Noble, whofe extraction proceedeth from mofi of this kmdt. Others agaim well 
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have it to be pn both (ides 5 and certainly it fetmts to fond with rufon that both 

fhould be regarded, feeing every ground is not ft for Noble feed, and every flock 
voill not ferve to ingraffc a generous imp. How ever, we fhallfitode the DouglafTes 
Noble alfo in this way, in their defeent on both fides , in their afflnitie and alii - 
ante, being come of Kings, and Kings of them : and first of all King Robert 
Bruce and William the ftardie( or Long legge )voere of kin by the houfe of Car- 
rick. For Martha Counteffe ofCarrick and this William were Coufln Germans , 
his mother having beene flfler to her father the Earle of Carrick that died in Sy- 
ria. Novo Martha was mother to King Robert , and hereby King Robert and 
Good Sir James were Couftn Germans once removed. But this was ere Bruce was 
King, while he was yet but a private man. 2 . Secondly therefore, R obert Stu- 
art ( the firfl of the Stuarts that was King, and who was grande btldc to Robert 
BruceV^w his cldefl daughter in marriage to Earle Jzmcsflain at Ottcrburnc. 
3 ST he fameKing Robert gave another of his daughters to\N illiam Lord ofNt- 
ihtfdale. Of.Thc Duke of Rothf ay, Prince of Scotland ( [on to King Robert the 
third ) married Marjorie daughter to Archbald the Grim. 5. *^Archbald(the 
third of that name , and firfl Duke of Turaine ) had to wife Margaret Stuart 
daughter to the fame King Robert ( the third ) as the black booke of Scoone ex- 
prefly witnefj'eth, which calls him, Gener Regis//*’ Kings fon-in-law. Ballan- 
dinc ( the Tranflatour of Boetius )calls him the Kings Meugh , or Allie , and 
king James the fecond claimetb Stuarton from James the lalt Earle of Douglas 
in the conditions of peace fern to him. Now Stuarton is knowne to have been the 
proper inheritance of Iohn Stuart, and after him of Walter , then of Robert 
(the firfl king of the Stuarts)<*W fo of Robert the third, which{in all likelihood) 
he hath given with his daughter(as her dowrieyo this Archbald . 6. Alfo Iohn 
Earle of Buchan ( the kings brothers Jon) married a daughter of this Archbald, 
whom he hath had apparently by fome other wife. •). Then Alexander , Jon to 
the Earle of Buchan , married Ilabel Douglas Counteffe ofMarre, daughter to 
William the firfl Earle of Douglas. 8. William the first Earle married Mar- 
garet Stuart daughter to Thomas Earle of Angus, who was uncle to king Ro- 
bert the fecond, and firfl king of the Stuarts. 9. George Douglasjwf to the 
fame William who was the fi rfl Earle of Angus of the name of Douglas, mar- 
ried Mary Stuart, daughter to king Robert the third, and flfler to king lames 
the firfl. 10. lames Douglas Lord of Dalkeith married a daughter of king 
lames the fecond. 1 1 . Archbald brother to William the eighth Earle of Dou- 
glas married the inheritrix of Murray , who was Niece to king Robert the fe- 
cond, and fo became Earle of Murray. 12. Archbald E arioso f Angus , the 
fecond of that name, married Margaret Queen of Scotland, relict of king lames 
the fourth, and eldest daughter to king Henry the f event h, flfler to king Henry 
the eighth of England, and mother to king lames the fifth of Scotland: by her he 
had Ladie Margaret Douglas. 1 y.Ladie Margaret Douglas, his daughter, was 
married to Matthew Stuart Earle of Lennox , who was alfo of the bloud Roy- 
all. 1 4. Henry Stuart Lord Darnely ( fon to Lennox and Lady Margaret ) 
married Mary jQueene of Scotland, oncly daughter and heire to king lames the 
fifth: She bare to him lames the fixth of Scotland, and now happily the first 
king of Great Brittaine, France, and Ireland. y^Andflo much for Nobility in 
bloud and alliance. 



5. Tbcfift andlafl kinde of Nobilitieis that of fame and renownc. Thofe . of Fun*. 

that ' 




Digitized by e 



The Preface. 

that take upon them to derive and deduce the Pedegree and Etymologic of fiords ', 
doc thinkg that this fignification is mofl proper , as being chiefly implyed in the 
word Nobilis, quau Hotabilis •, fo that thofe are [aid to be mofl Noble , who 
are leaft obfcure , who are mofl eminent and confpicuons in the eyes of the world , 
and mofl praifed and blamed by Fame in their own and forraign Countries. This 
kinde of Nobilitie hath ever accompanied their venue , as a jhadofi followes the 
bodic , and that both at home and abroad. And fo we have done with their Nobi- 
lity , which is the fecond point we propounded to be treated of. 
j. Greatneffe. The third mainc head to be confldered , is their Greatnefje , concerning which 

ingeneralL our Chronicles doe witneffe, that thofe of the name of Douglas, toge- 
ther with their Friends , Vaffals , and Dependers , were able to makg an Armie of 
- thirty thoufand, or founy thoufand men. 

This alfo doth argue their greatneffe , that it was thought an honour and cre- 
dit to have dependance on them. Hifiories doe tefltfie that the Hamiltouns and 
Flemmings thought it no difparagement to follow them. Humes were their 
Penfloners and Vaffals, even the chief e houfes of them. This is verified by a bond 
of a thoufand nobles { a great fumme in thofe dayes) made by Archbald Earle of 
* Wtgtoun, and Long Willie {who was after his fathers death Earle of Douglas) 

to Alexander Hume of Hume, dated at Sothwell 1423. The fame Earle alfo 
( for his father was Duke of T ursine) gave the lands ofWedderburne to David 
Hume broth# to the faid Alexander(propter multiplicia fua fervitia) for his 
many good fervices. This Charter ofWedderburne is anterior to the gift of A- 
\eyizx\acts penfionfome eight or nine year es, being dated in the years 1414. The 
Lawders of Baffe , and Loganes of Raftarigge , were their <JMeffengcrs 
into France , and Other parts. Gray, Salcon y Seaton, Oliphant , were 
their followers alfo. Neither could any man of ordinary pitch ofpofier , have 
brought fuch aid to a forraign Prince, as this fame Earle of Wtgtoun tranfported 
over intoFrance,(flve thoufand, or as fome fay ten thoufand)which he levied and 
carried over at his owne proper cofl, ail brave and choice gentlemen. If for this 
he were rewarded with tne Dutchie of T ursine, it was but the jufl recompense of 
his fervice, and no more then he deferved, and would but counter voile his char- 
ges. Wherefore I wonder with what indifferent judgement DuSerrcs ( Author 
0 f the French Inventarie)doth grudge at it, and can call it mercenarie. Certain- 
ty the kings of France have thought it their due, of elfe they would. not have con- 
tinuedit fo long for five or (in generations , that is, untill the Earles of Douglas 
were forfeited. Few fub jells of forraigne Princes have beene fo much refpeiled, 
and forcwardecfalt is alfo an evidence of their power and greatneffe, that Henry 
the fixth of England did contract and covenant with George the fecond {Earle 
of Angus) for his aid and afliflance againft Edward the fourth, and made an In- 
denture, \ wherein he promifes to give him lands &etted into a Dutchie , lying be- 
twixt Humber and T rent. Edward the fourth. made James the last Earle of 
, Douglas Knight of the Garter, even when he was bonified, fa muthdid he honour 

and refpebt his name and vertue. So Henry the fecond of France made Arch-, 
bald the fecond {Earle of Angus) one of the Order of Saint Michael, or the Coc- 
r r He. Their magnificence and ftately entertainment , and courage at home and a- 
> broad, doth likewife flow their greatneffe. W illiara the fourth of that name, and 

fixth Earle, being but a very young man , not above fourteen or fifteen yeares of 
age, bad for his ordinary train athoufandhorfeyhi dubbed Knights, hadhis 
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Counfeliotirs and officers of State, like a Prince and William the fifth ms 
admired for his train and magnificence, as he pa fed through Flandtrs, France , 
and It alp, in his journey to Borne, our Writers indeed blame him for it, and call 
it pride, ambition and oflentation in him : but however that be, It was an evi- 
dent proofe of Great nefje. 

The la ft and main point that we are to treat of is, their valour. Let their 4* Their ta* 
deeds and affions {peak for this property . But to take a generallvicwofit: The uur ’ 
common Epethite in the mouths of the common people hath appropriate unto them 
this vertue / who never [peak of them, but with the addition of doughty, the 
douglrty Douglas. And from hence indeed chiefly their great nefic and honours 
did fpring •, and wc (hall find none of them but were both skilftill commanders , 
and flout fouldiers, being no lejjc endowed with perfona/l valour , then diferetion 
and judgement to direct, and' condubl. That brave matchlefe Romane ( Scipio 
Africanus ) when he was taxed for not hazarding his perfon, and fghting with 
his own hand, thought it enough to anfwer (Imperatorcm mater me peperit, 

TTOS belktorem ) My mother bare me a Com nander,not a fighter : but our Dbu- 
glafes were both maximi Imperatores, nec minus ftrenui bellatores, wife 
Commandars, and hardy fighters and warriors • they had both good heads, and 
good hearts and hands. In- the beginning ere Rome came to its greatnefe, it is 
paid of the fir f Captains (Decorum erac turn ipfis ducibus capefcere pug- 
nam ) That it was no difaragement, but honourable for the Leaders them fclves 
to fight with their own hand •, None were more ready and forward to fight then 
the Doughties, onely Wallace is thought to have gone beyond any of them. But 
he is but one, and that fingu/ar and extraordinary , without any fecond, at leafi of 
his own time 5 and our comparifon funds between name and name, where the 
number isos well to be remembred as the worth. So many fo valorous of one 
fur name, is that which we have undertaken to prove. Bcfidcs, none of the 
Doughties did ever encounter with Wallace to try who was the better man , 
and if we parrallell their actions done apart, what aCt of Wallace can be produ- 
ced more admirable, then that of Archbald Tineman at the battcll ofSbrcwf- 
bttrte, where with his own hand he (bw Bluttt the King of Engiands Standard- 
bearer, and three more, who were apparelled like Kings, and at Lift ttnhorfi the 
King hrmfelf whom he had alfo fain, if he had not been refeuedby bis fonni 
Henry the fifth. In an Englifh manufeript I have fecn it thus expreffed, 

• And there with fiery courage he a flails 

Three all as Kings adomd in royall wayes, 

And each fucceflive after other quails, 

SfiH wonttering-whence lb many 1 Kings did rife': 

Till' doubting, left his hands or eye fight fails. 

With thefe confounded:, on the fourth 1 he flies. 

And him unhorfeSi too, whom hadlie fpedj 
He'then all Kings inhitn hacfvanquHhed-. 

Foi* Henry haddividedas it Were 
The perfon of himfelF intb-foure parts, 

To be leflfe known, and yet known every where. 

h is written alfo of William Lord of Ntddifitail, that he war exceeding both 

font 



Digitized by L^OOQle 



The Preface. 

flout And flrong, beyond Any that lived in his dayes, fo that whomfoever he flrook 
hut once with mace , / word, or fpeare , he needed never to double his ftrokt , eve- 
blow carried death with it. i^Alfo James ( flaineat otterburne ) hisperfonalt 
valour and flrength is very highly extolled by the writers ofthefe times, who be- 
fldes that he had the better of Percie in their duell at Newcaftle, he himfelfe was 
the chief ecaufe of the victor ie that got the honour of the day at Otter burn( where 
he loft himfelfe, but wan the field ) by his own perfonall valour. 7 hey tell how he 
fought with a huge iron mace , that was heavier then any ordinary man of thofe 
dayes could weila, and more then two or three of fuck as now live. Qu&lia nunc 
hominum producit corpora tellus. We might adds unto theft Archbald Bell 
the Cat ( Earle of Angus) who tn a duell with Spence cut off his thigh 0 through 
bone and all) at a blow , and divers others , as Archbald of Kilfpindie , whom 
King Janies the fifth called alwayes his gray fleel , for his valour and ability of 
body •, but theft {hall fuffice here for a tafle of their valour. 

But we will not content our f elves with a general l and abfolute commendation , 
We will alfo defend to the comparative , which we defire may be as fane from en- 
vie, as we hope it Jhall be found were to truth. To begin then first at home, there 
is no fubjecls race in this Countrey that can match them in thefe of which we 
have fpoken, Antiquity, Nobility , Greatwffe, and Valour or worth : in thefe (I 
fay)joyntly : that is, there is now fo Ancient , and withaUfo Noble, Great , and 
Valorous. No name is or ever was in this Countrey of which there can be Reckon- 
ed fo many and fo worthy, for fo ftands our comparifon. The Grahames are ve- 
ry Ancient, ( in the dayes of Fergufe the fecond, anno 424. ) and very Noble , 
but have wver attained to that degree of Greatwlfe as the Douglafles have . 
dow. The Hayes alfo are a very old and honourable namefin the reigw of Ken- 
neth the third, anno $>7 6 fbut notfo ancient as our Douglafles by two hundred 
yeares,for they began in the reigw o/Solvathius anno 767. Thefe two( Hayes 
and Douglafles) doe agree in this, that they are(as the Grahames alfo are )na - 
turall Scots borne •, but there is great odds betweene them other wayes : For the 
Hayes have not reached to that pitch of greatwffe either in degree or eft 'motion , 
and account of men by many'flages , as the Douglafles have attaiwd. other 
names which now are great , are nothing fo ancient, and befides are come from 0- 
ther Countreyes, fuch as Hammilcouns, Gordons, Campbels : The Camp- 
bels from France, and the other two out of England. The Hammilcouns came 
in King Robert Bruces time , the Gordons in Mackolme Kcnmores. The 
Murrayes are more awient , and before all thefe, yet they are flr angers , and not 
of thefirfl blond of the Scots , ana there was but one of them great and remark- 
able , who was Governour of Scotland * few or now Nobilitated till of late : but 
now of all thofe names comes were that number of Nobles and Worthiefiby line- 
all or lateral i defeent ) and as it were of her edit or ie vertuous fuccefiion and race 
of men , which wefinde of the Douglafles. There have beew feme great and 
worthy of other names, but if they enter into comparifon, they will be found (rati 
names in gurgite vafto) but few, ow or two emiwnt of a name, or of the chief c 
houfe : it will alfo appears that their honours ( mofl of them ) have flowed more 
front their Princes favour, then their oww great defer ving, or great fervice a- 
gainif the enemie. The Cummins were the mofl numbrous awf power full of any 
that ever were in Scotland before or fince ( as fome of our Writers fay ) yet their 
greatnejfe hath rather beew in lands and pofjef ions, or friends, then in deeds of 
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arms, And proweffe of Chivdlrie, having done little or nothing of note,and wor> 
thy of renowne. John Cummin indeed fought three battels at Ro feline in one 
day againjl the Englifh, in which wefinde nothing reported of his perfonall va- 
lour : whereas the Douglaffes did ever / hew themfclves in perfon to he fmgular- 
ly valorous. Bcftdes , he was but one man, the rest are buried in filence,and there 
is nothing to be found of them all {though all their actions were put together ) that 
deferves to be compared with the deeds of any one man amongjl many of the 
DouglafTes. cjW or cover, as there was no great adion in them , they were farce 
good Patriots, ufing their power to the dij advantage of their Countrcy , and the 
oppofing of the Liberties thereof in King Robert Bruces dayes, rather then for 
the good and flanding of the Kingdome , which the Douglafles did ever. We 
finae alfo that they were not very care full to keepe their promifes,and thought the 
breach of their words and f ait If (fo it were for their advantage) a point of good 
wifedome and policy, a foule and bafe quality , and , which is ever incident to 
meane and bafe J pints , being diretlly oppofite to true generofitie and magnani- 
mity^ which is the fount aine and well-fpring of upright dealing and truth in 
word and attion, which were ever found in our noble DouglafTes. 

For other Countrcys, to begin with our nearcfl neighbours of England , the 
mofl renowned name for deeds of armes amongjl them, is that of the Percies of 
Northumberland, betweene whom and the DouglafTes there hath ever bccne a 
noble and generous emulation with various fucceffe, but for the mofl part to the 
DouglafTes advantage-, fo that we may fay ( Contendiffe Decorum) of the 
Percies. But they come fane fhort of that number of worthies , that we have in 
ours. Befides the Percies have not been fo loyall Subjects, having often taken 
armcf againit their lawfull Princes, and being guilty of divers rebellions, plots, 
confpjracies, according to which Sir Joffeline Percie [aid merrily of the 
powder treafon, that it had not been aright treafon, unlejfe a Percie had had a 
hand in it. 

But to go higher, even to the Mislreffe and Emprejfe of the world, Rome 
it felf- the Fabii and Cornelii were the mofl numerous families, and out of 
thefe two houfes proceeded more Commanders, and brave Captains, then out of 
any that I hav e read, or can remember of among (l them. Now the firfl mention 
that we have of them is where they are both named, in the yeare 2 67. from the 
building of Rome, twenty years after the banifhing of their King Tarquinius ; 
at which /•/we Quintus Fabius, and Servius Cornelius, were fonfuls together, 
from that time till Quintus Fabius Conful in t hey e arc 740 .for the fpaceofqyy, 
years, we findc of the Fabii about fome iq.perfons that were Confuls, Tribunes, 
Decemviri, Diclatours, Generalls, and Leaders of Armies • but for their va- 
lour or proweffe, perfonall courage , or proper worth , the three firfl are onely fa- 
w0«e,QJ?abius, M. Fabius and Csfo Fabius. Thefe three being brothers, 
and Marcus Fabius being Conful, fought again ft the Hetrufci(/ 7 * the year 2 69.) 
and Q^Fabius being flaine , Marcus and Caefo having incouraged the arm 'tt 
{that was dife our aged by the death of their brother Quintus) leaping over the 
dead corps of their brother, affaulted the enemy in their owne perfons,and by their 
valour and example fated their men from flying, rcflored the battle, ana at lap 
obtained the vUlorie:we reade alfo of one Ambuftus Fabius* whofe y.fons were 
fern in an ambaffage to the Gauls to rcquefl the not to trouble the ClufmiUn the 
yeare, 364. 63.) Thefe three when they could not prevail, nor per f wade them 
' B to 
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to deflft from invading the Clujinii did joy n with the Clujinii againft the Gault , 
in which conflict Quintus Fabius ( one of Ambuftus three font) flew with his 
own hands in fight of both armies the Captain of the Gauls , and carried away his 
jf oil: But he quickly ftained that honour, he and his two brothers, by their mif- 
government at the oattell of Allia againft the fame Gauls, where they fled fhame- 
fully without flriking a ftroke, and try their mtfguidinggave,occafton to the Jack- 
ing of Rome. Thelaft is Fabius the Diclatour, who fought againft Hanniball, 
famous for his conduct, but not fo for any perfonall valour. So the Comelii 
from the fame 267. untill 734. when P. Scipio was Conful, 736. when 
Lentulus was reckoning both theft Cornelians , with the houfe of Africane the 
younger ( a Cornelian by adoption, but an Emiliane borne) they are about three 
and thirty perfons in thefe 1 67 . years, who were in great place Confuls, Tnfta- 
tours and the like, as the Fabii .* fome of them were alfo famous for their con- 
duct in warre , having been brave Leaders, and G entrails of armies ( as the two 
K^dfricanes, their brother Lucius, their father and their uncle Publius, and 
Cneus) but for perfonall valour there are not many eminent, Onely A ulus 
Cornelius Co(Tus,who few Tolumniiis King of the mens , and Africane the 
flrfi(ifitwerehe)whorefcuedhisfatherat the batted of are re- 

marked f Or their perfonall v odour . Now neither of thefe two fami lies doth e- 
quall toe Douglafles $ who in fewer years, viz. from the 1309. untill 1 588. 
about ^00. y cores, brought forth 27. perfons, all ftngular for their valour, and 
fome of them far beyond any of thefe, as may be feen. This advantage thefe Ro- 
manes had, that living in the continent of Italy , and in a Common wealth 
which did fo flour ifh , and was fo great, their aClions and deeds were more conjpi- 
cuous, being aided in a more large and ample theatre, then thofe of our men > 
who were pent up in a narrow andobfeure corner of an Ifland 5 and had neither 
the Carthaginians nor Hanniball to fight againft, whofe overthrow would have 
given a greater fplendour to their actions . nd moreover they have had good 

Heraulds to found their fray fits aloud, and trumpet them abroad in the world, 
when as ours Omnes oedderunt illacrimabiles, caruere quia vate facro. 
Kyi nd yet even by this which we have been able to colled of them, ourpropofi - 
tion wiU appear to be fufficiently proved with which as we began, fo will we 
conclude : So many fo good, &c. in the world, were never feen of one 
name and family. 

Touching which affertion , I will earneflly intreat this favour of the courteous 
Reader, that he would be p leafed to conflder what hath been faid in an even ba- 
lance and indifferent judgement, fetting afide all prejudice and pre-conceived 
opinion of any worth in any Nation-, and if he do not approve of our conclufion, 
and affent to it , let him calmely and mode ft ly impart his reafons , and 
he Jhallflnde me one that fbad be mofl willing and ready to retract what hath been 
faid, and to give place to the truth, if I be not able to fatisfle him in reafon. 
For my own part, I proteft l fpeake as I think, and no more then I think 5 accord- 
ing to my reading and knowledge of men, and according to the meafureefmy 
fmLument and underflanding , without prejudice of any, who upon more know- 
ledgjLnpd out of better judgement, Jha/l find things to be otherwife then I have 
though yj» the mean time we will Jet down here, what we have faid of them 
dfe whemfgfpeaking to King James at his return into Scotland out of England, 
in the yeare, \ 6 iy. • 1 

Atque 

t . %• 
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Of the Douglajjes in generally 

X^ftquc hac inter tot diadcmatacelfa , cor oil am 
\_Anmmerare tuts titulisfas ducts, & unum 
Privatam (verum mdgnis a regibus art am. 

Regibus affnem mdgnis regumq-, gerentem, 

Sepc vicem > bellique ddmifa dr quod fatis unum eft, 
Cignentem Celfum generOjo femini regem , 

Regem, quo teflus major em non videt, unus 1 

gut ternu imperii trad as fceptra alma Britanni) 
Duglafiam, Angufiamq*, domum virtute Jecundam 
Hand ulli quasprifcd out Roma , out Gracia jadat 
Seu numero hcroum,feu robore mentis dr or mis , 

Sive fide in patriam fceptrorum ut millia fceptris 
Accumulefque tuts, numcrefque in Jlemmate reges 
Lotus quotcunque orbis habet : non ultima laus bag 
Duglafius etiam duxijje haroibus ortum. 

And thou haft t nought it not unfit to fee 
Amongft thy many C towns this Coronet; 

A private family, and yet they be 
Deriv’d from Kings, and often did fupp’y 
The place of abfent Kings in warre ana peace,' 

And what may be efteem’d a greater grace. 

That from their loyns thy Royall felf did fpring 
Thy felf, then whom earth fees no greater King. 

You Brittains threefold Scepter juftly weeld, 
Douglas nor dingus will to no houfe yeeld. 

Not the moft fam’d of Greece, or ancient Rome, 

For numbers of brave men, nor are o’recome 
In ftrength of mind, or armes, or faithfull love 
To their dear Countrey : fhould your Rate improve* 
And you injoy a thoufand Scepters more. 

And draw your ftock from all the numerous ftore 
Of Kings the whole world holds, it would not be 
Thy lcaft praife, that a Douglas lives in thee. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE 

HOVSE and %ACE of 

DOUGLAS and ANGUS. 

O/Sholto Douglas the firfi that bare the 
name ^Douglas, and of whom all that 
beare that name are defended. 

Ouching cheoriginal ofthisilluftrioijs 
Family and Name o( Douglas, vie mult 
not looke for an exadf and infallible 
demon ftration ; things of this nature 
are not capable of it. Great Antiqui- 
ty is commonly accompanied with 
much incertiinty, and the originalls 
even of Cities* Countries and Nati- 
ons, are grounded (for the moft part) 
upon nofiirer foundation, then conje- 
Cfurall proofs, whole beginnings are 
more eafily known, ana better re- 
membred then thole of private fami- 
lies. In fuch cafes we ufe to take that for truth which comes neereft to it 
amongft diverfe narrations * and mull reft on that which is moft proba- 
ble and apparent. guis rem tom -veteran pro eerto qfftrmet ? fayes tneHi- 
ftorian in a matter not unlike. And we will fay with the lame Authour, 

Cura von dcejfet,(i qua ad verum ‘Via iitquircutem ferret -jimc fama fandom eft, Liti fa 
' ubi certain derogat vetufas fidem. The oeginningof our Nation,yea ofboth ism Qurtio. 
Nations ( Scots and Englilh ) fuch as they now are, or of thofethat were 
before (Pi&s and Brittans)is not yet fufficiently clearedmeither is it as yet 
fully known from what people they are fprung, or how they got theit 
name of Scots,Englifti,Pi<fts&BritanSialthough the learned have bellow- 
ed their pains,andimploied their pens on this lubje&,to the wearying,but 
not Satisfying of theReader.As for Scotland, M c Cambden grants fo much* 
and mocks thole that have laboured in it : yet hath he himfelf bellowed 
his time and pains to as fmall purpofe in behalf of his countrey-men the 
Brittans:Neither hath he done any thing,faVe that by his ftuitles attempt 
( notwithftanding all his bragging) he hath made it appear, that to go 
about it is but to labour in vain; he himfelf (after all his travel!) remain- 
ing no leffe Sceptick,(and to ufe his own words) Scotizing, then others. 

And 
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% O/Sholto Douglas 

And even Rome it felf (the miftrefle of the world) though the noon-tide 
of her Empire be clear and bright, like the Sunne in her ftrength,yet how 
mifty is the morning and dawning thereof. Darknefle triumphs over the 
reigns and triumphs of her firft kings * which are covered over with fuch 
uncertain obfcuritie, or rather drowned in fo profound and deep night of 
darknefle, that all her children (though they have beaten their brains, and 
fpentmuch lamp-oyl in fearc hing of it) could never clear their mothers 
nativity, or vindicate their father Romulus birth from the fable of the 
inceftuous veftall, nor his nurflng from being beholding to a fhe Wolf. 

Irviu. Detur hue vent a jintiquitati , ut mifeendo human* divinis primordia urbium 

augujlibrd fat at. If he had faid, that Writers mud have leave to be ob- 
feure or uncertain in letting down theoriginall of Cities, it could not 
well have been denied him *, but for men to invent, and to thruft their in- 
tentions upon others to be beleeved , becaufe they know not what 
elfe to fay Detur hue venia nobis , to beleeve ho more then is pro- 
bable. Neither will that ferve his turn, fat* hoc gentes human a pati - 
antur aquo animo % ut imperium patiuniur. They may command our bo- 
dies, who cannot' command our foules, or our belief * and now we have 
ihaken off the yoake of the one, and fo we do reject the other. There is 
no lefle uncertainty in Flutdrches Thefeus and Numa. Wherefore we 
nauft be contented in theoriginall of a private family with what others 
are forced to content themfelves in the beginnings Of Cities, Nations. 
Kingdomes , and. Empires which are like to fopie rivers , whole 
ffreams and outlets, are known, but their fprihgs cannot be found out, as 
they report of Nilus. .Yet this our Narration doth better deferve credit, 
then thofe of Romulus , Numa ) Thefeus , 80c. feeing it contains nothing 
that is impoflible, nothing that is Emulous or incredible : for here are 
neither gods for their fathers, nor raVening beafls their nurfes. And albeit 
that the Chronicle of bur Countrie now extant makes no mention of 
their beginning,yfet what we find there doth rather confirm then confute 
our dedu&ion thcrebf. And indeed it is no wonder that they are filent in 
this point * If we confider how Edward the firfi of England ( fumamed 
Longjhanks) whom his countrey men terme ( Scotorum malleus) the hammer 
of the Scots, becaulethathe deceiving the truft, and abufing the power 
df Arbitratour which was given him to decide the right to the Crown of 
Scotland betweenKra* ScBalioll, did fo handle the matter,that letting the 
together by the ears, after they had well beaten and battered each other, 
he himlelf fell upon them both, and fo hammered and bruifed them,that 
he did thereby over-run all the low and plain champion Countrey. If 
we then confider, I fay, bow hfc had to make the Scots malleable ana pli- 
able to his unlimited ambition, after he had thus cut off the flowre of the 
Scottilh Nobility ,deftroyed alfo all the lawes of the realm, both civil and 
ecdefiafticall, burnt the publike Regifters, together with private Monu- 
ments, Evidents, Charters, and Rights of lands* we fliall have greater 
caufe to wonder : that any thing efcaped fo pOwerfull a King, intending 
thefuUconqueft of the Countrey; and who had fo; jealous an eye over 
any thing that might encourage his new vaflalsto.rebells, then that we 
havc.no more left us. Nay although he; had not done this offer, purpofe, 

and 
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The fir ft of that name. 3 

and with intention to root out all memorialls of Nobility out of the 
minds of the Scots, and to embafe their fpirits, by concealing from them 
their defceat and qualities*, yet even the common chance and accidents of 
war were enough to excufethis de fed: for the Lord Douglas lands lying in 
the fouth parts of Scotland, hard upon the borders of England, this cala- 
mity did chiefly afflid him,fo that nishoufes were bumt,his caftles razed, 
himfelftakenprifoner,andfo all monuments of his originall loft orde- 
ftroyed. Let us remember alfo, befides all this, the quality and condition 
of thofe times, in which there was great fcarfity of W riters j and learned 
men able to preferve the memory of things by their pens, all being let oir 
war,unlefle it were fome few cloyftred Monks and Friers, who were both 
careleffe and illiterate droans. Notwithftanding all this, as nodeftru- 
dion is fo generall, and fo far fpread, but fomething doth efcape the 
fury of it*, and though all monuments had been defaced, yet fome men 
being prefervcd, what was written in their minds and memories remain- 
ing unblotted out, they remembred what they had heard , from their pre- 
decefTours,and delivered it to pofterity from age to age. By which means 
we have (as it were) fome boords or planks preferved out of this fhip- 
wrack, which may perhaps keep us from being loft in thisdeepthof 
Antiquity, if it do not bring us fafe to land. 

According then to the conftant and generall tradition of men, thus 
was their originall. During the reigne of Solvathiut King of Scotland, one 
Donald Bane ( that is, Donald the white, or fair ) having pofleft himfelf of 
all the weftern Hands (called Ebudes, or Hebrides) and intitling himfelf 
King thereof, afpired to let the crown of Scotland alfo upon his head.For 
effectuating whereof, he gathered a great army * wherein he confided fo 
much, that he fet foot on the neareft continent of Scotland, to wit, 
the province' of Kintyre and Lome. The Kings Lievetenants Duchal 
.and governours of Athole and Argyle make head againft him with 

fuch forces as rfiey couldpffemble on the fudden. Donald trufting to the 
number of his men did bid them battell, and fo prevailed at firft, that he 
made the Kmgs army to give, ground, and had now almoft gained the 
day, and withal! the Kingabme, that lay at ftake both in his own conceit, 
and the eftimation of his enemies.In the mean time a certain Noble man, 
difdaining to fee fobad a caufe have fo good fucceffe, out of his love to 
his Prince, and defire of ,%^ompaniedwith his fons and follow- 
ers, made an onfet upon thde prevailing rebels with fuch courage and 
refolution, that he brought them to a ftand *and then heartning the dif- 
oouraged fliers both by word and example, he tumes the chace, and 
in ftead of vidory they -got a defeat *, for Donalds men being over- 
thrown arid fled, he himfelf was flam. This fad was fo much the 
more noted, as the danger had been great, and the vidory unexpe- 
ded.Thereforethe King being defirous to know of his Lievetenants the 
particulars of the fight, inquiring for the Author of fo valiant an ad, 

the Nobleman being there mperfon,anfwer was made unto the King in 
thelrifh tongue (which was then onely irtufe) Sholto Duglaffe, that is. to 
lay, Behold yonder black, gray man, pointing at him with the finger, and 
dehgning him by his colour and complexion, without more ceremony or 

. addition 
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^ Of Hugh Douglas 

addition of titles of honour. The King confidering his fervice and merits 
in preferving his Crowne , and delighted with that homely defignation, 
rewarded him royally with many great Lands , and impofed upon him- 
felfethe name of Douglas , which hath continued with his pofterity untill 
this day. And from'him the Shire and County which he got, is called ilil 
Douglafdale, the River that vvatereth it, Douglas River, the Caftle which 
he built therein, Douglafle caftle. This narration, befides that it is gene- 
rally received, and continued as a truth delivered from han d to hand, is al- 
fo confirmed by a certain manufeript of great antiquity, extant in our 
dayes in the hands of one Alexander Mackduffe of Tillyfaul, who dwelt at 
Moore alehoufe near Straboguie. There (at his dwelling houfe) William 
Earle of Angus ( who died at Paris 1 6 1 6 ) being confined to the North 
(in the year 1595) did fee and perufe it. Neither doth this relation erode 
or difagree with any thing let down in our Hiftorics : for although they 
do not mention this man, nor his fadfc, yet they all fpeak of this ufurper, 
and of his attempt and overthrow in the dayes of Solvathius (about the 
year 767.) Hollinfbed and Boetius affirm, that this Donald was Captain or 
Governour of the Ifle of Tyre. Somedo call him Bane mack Donalde,but 
Buchanan calleth him exprellely Donaldus Banns eafieerrour in fo great 
affinity of name. There is another of the fame name called likewife Do- 
nald Bane, who did alfo ufurp the title of the Kingdome,and was in like 
manner defeated in the reigne of King Edgar (in the year 1000) but that 
being 333. years after this, and not much leffe after the Emperour Charles 
Le maigne , in whofe time they had now propagated and fpread them- 
felves in Italy (as (hall be (hewed anone ) It cannot agree either with this 
Hiftoryof our Sholto ) or with that Donald whom he defeated * this laft 
feeming to be rightlier named (JWatk Donald , as defeended, and come of 
the former, who was Donalde : wherefore there is nothing here either fa- 
bulous, or monftrous •, nothing incredible or contrary to it felf or to rea- 
fon^ but all things very harmonioufly anfwering one unto another-, our 
tradition with the manufeript, and both of thefe agreeing with our owne 
and forreign Hiftories. And thus concerning Sholto Douglas the root, and 
originall of the name and family . 


- of Hugh Douglas, fonne to Sholto : And fir jl 
of the name of Hqgh. 

T O SvWrtf fucceeded his ion Hugh , of whom we have nothing to 
write, but that he affifted his father at the overthrow >of Donald 
Banc the ufurper, there being nothing clfc recorded of him. 


tl 


Of hit fin Hugh the fiend. 

Nto the former Hugh did foceeedhfe eldeftTon named alfo Hugh: 
forhehadtwofons, Bngh and WiUtam. Hugh theclder lived at 
otae in his native com trey as a Noble man, borne to a great in- 
heritance. 
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Of William Douglas 5 

heritance, whofe aftions by the iniquitie of time are buried in filence, 
and therefore we will infill no longer thereon. His younger brother Wil- 
liam ( as is the cuftomc of younger brothers ) went abroad into forraine 
Countreys to feek adventures of armes, if fo he might make himfelfe a 
fortune that way. Of him therefore we will fpcake next. 


Of William Douglas father of the honourable familie of 
the S cot 1 in Italy* 

T His William was fon to the firft Hugh , and grandchilde to Sholto 
younger brother to the fecond Hugh ; he it is that was father ta 
the noble familie of the Scoti in Piacenza in Italy, which fell out 
thus, as it is related by the Italian Hiltorians, agreeing with ours. 

Kji chains king of Scotland having fucceeded to Solvathius , did enter 
into league with Charlemaigne, which league hath continued betwixt the 
Scots and French without breach on either fide ever fir ce untill chefe our 
dayes* whereupon when theEmperour Charles went into Italy tore- 
preflethe infolencies of Defiderius King of the Lombards committed a- 
gainll the Sea of Rome , Achaius as his confederate did lend him foure 
thoufand choice men under the conduit of his brother William , a pious 
and valarous young Prince. 

Amongft other of his Captains that went with him, this William Dou- 
glas was one of the chief, and had the leading of the men of armes. The 
Emperour having reltored Pope Leo the third to the dignity of his Seat, 
as he returned through T ufcanie, amongft other his notable alts,he reflo- 
red alio the Commonwealth of Florence to their former libertie in 
which exploit the valour and a&ions of the Scottilh Prince William were 
much remarked : the Florentines to Ihew their thankfulnefie to the Em- 
perour took to their Armes the Red Lillie, a part of the French Armes, 
the colour only being changed : And in memorie of the valour of Prince 
William they did inftitute publike playes yearely , in which they crowned 
a Lion with great ceremonie and pomp, ordaining alfo that certain Lions 
ftiould be kept upon the charges of the common Thelaurarie , becaufe 
William had a Lion for his Armes, which is allb the Armes of the Kings 
of Scotland. They have aMb aprephefie in Florence, which laith, 

v 

While crowned Lions live in Florence field , BtetMb.fi 

To forraine Armes their State (hall never yeeld, 

Swt.Qno. 

This Prince William , brother to Achaius King of Scotland, palled into • /innt 7*7* 
Germanie, and gave himfelfe wholly to the warres, where for his fervice 
by his fword, having obtained large Territories, he led a Angle life all his 
dayes, and thinking to make Chrift his heite,he founded and doted fifteen 
Abbacies for tholeof the Scottilh Nation. It is he (faith tAiajor) who is 
named in fongs made of him, Scottijb Gilmore. Now while as the Empe- 
rour and Prince William were in their returne from Italy towards France, 

William Douglas in his voyage through Plailance did fall into a heavie dif- 

C eafe. 
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eafe, and not being able to go along with the Emperour , ftayed at Plai- 
fance till he recovered his health. And then confidering the toile and dan- 
ger of fo long a journey, as it would be into his own Countrey, he refol- 
ved rather to remain there, then to hazzard his pcrfon any more , which 
fuch travell would have greatly endangered : wherefore to gain the good 
will of the Citizens of Plaifance, and toftrengthen himfelfe (being a 
ftranger) by a good alliance, he took to wife a daughter of Antonio S petti* 
w, one of the moft eminent and honourable houfes in that Citie : by her 
he had many children, of whom are defeended thofe of the moft noble 
Familie of the Scott, who arc fo called by reafon of this William , their 
Anceftour, who was a Scottifhman, the name of his Country being bet- 
ter knowne, and more remarkable, then either his own proper name , or 
the name of his Familie. This originall of the Scoti in Plaifance is colle- 
cted and confirmed, i .by the teftimonie of the Italian Writers * 2. by the 
tree and genealogie of chat familie 5 3. and by their Coat of Arms which 
they give, being the fame with the ancient Coat of the Douglafles , with 
fome difference. 

1 Touching our Authors , they are fitch as have written the Hiftorie 
of Plaifance, which is followed forth by Umbertus Locatue , and Francif- 
cus Sanfovinus. This laft ( Sanfovinus ) in the firft book of his Hiftorie,Pe 
primo origine iclle cafe illufiri a Italia , writeth thus .* Jguando Carolo Magno 
fete /’ Imprefa in Italia contra Defiderio Re de Longobardi (/’ anno 779) hebbe 
per fuo Conduttiere cU hnomini di armiun Gulielmo Sco^fefe della F ami lia di 
Conti di Dnglafi , &c. as we have fct down before. Onely he calls it the 
779 year, which our Writers call 8oo,or 801 . There he fhowes how this 
Hdufe was illuftrious from the very firft beginning thereof : And for 
their rank they held in that Citie, he declares that it was one of the foure 
Families which did diftribute the Offices of the City, which were thefe 5 
Scotta, Landra , Anguifcola , Fontona. And they grew at laft fo numerous, 
and fo famous both for Letters and Armes, that having purchafed many 
Rents, and great Lands and Territories, together with many Friends ana 
Alliance, they acquired the Sovereignty of that Citie , and became abfo- 
lute Lords and Princes thereof. So that from them when they were Prin- 
ces of Plaifance did fpring the Counts or Earles of 1 Vegelino, 2 Agalg- 
no, 3 and Sarmetti. They have beene allied with the chiefe Families in 
thofe- Provinces j the 1 Rangoni^ 2 Fiejhi, 3 Raft, 4 Pallavi(ini y 5 Lodroni, 
6 Strong, 7 Conti d’ Arco : and the like. Then he reckons divers particu- 
lar perlons , and namely ( which doth ferve to confirme this dedu&ion) 
Donates Scotio Bifhop of Bobio,(who livedinthe yearc 846, or 48. who 
built a Monaftcrie without the walls of Plaifance, which he dedicated to 
the memory and honour of Saint irid^PatroflefTe of Douglas )in remem- 
brance that hee was a Douglas , as is probable. He built alfo a Church 
within the walls, which he gavetothe Friers of the Monafterie of Bobio, 
who were of Saint Colme (or C olttmb anus ) Order who was Abbot of I- 
colmakill an Ifland amongft the Scottifh Hebrides. And this he did (faith 
Sanfovino) Non folamente per /’ amor de Dio, ma anchor a per c he San Columba* 
no fn di Hibernia I fold de Scotia : Not onely for the love of God, but be- 
caufe Saint Colme (or Columbanns .) was oflreland, an Ifland of Scotland, 
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fo he thought being aforreigner , being the Scots and Irifh are mutually 
defcended each of other. Then comming to fpeak of their worth and va- 
lour, he reckons up above fix and twenty perfons who were ever valorous 
in whatfoever fortune, good or bad, and had been in great employments 
continually for the fpaceof two hundred eighty five yeares together, un- 
der the Emperour Henry the fourth , Charles the fourth , and Sigifmond : 
AKo under John King of Bohemia, and Duke John Maria , in divers pla^ 
ces, at Pavie, Candie, in Cyprus, in Albania, Famagufta , at the Ifle of 
Thin againft the T urks : in all which fervices they behaved thcmfelves 
valoroufly , and difeharged their places with credit and honour. There 
Were fome alfo famous for learning, as Chrtflophero Dodor of the Lawes, 
and Bifiiop of Cavaillon (in Provence of France)and Fiderico an excellent 
Jurifconfult,and who hath written learnedly. At laft he relates how they 
were overthrown by the Duke of Millain , who befieged Alberto Vechio, 
the elder, and forced him to render upon compofition, by which he gave 
divers Caftles, Lands, and Territories, and divers Jurifdiflions, with a 
competent eftate and means. And here he reckons up above ten or twelve 
Caftles which they ftill poflefle , all famous and honourable , with the 
greateft priviledges that can be. 

2. As for the Tree and Genealogie of thefe Scoti , in it we have firft 
this our r William Douglas , 2 then David , 3 Lanfrancus , who had foure 
fonnes, 1 Johannes, 2 Raynaldus, 3 Ruffnus , 4 Rollandus. Johannes had 
Albert us, who begat foure Tons •, 1 Petrus, of whom we finde no fucccf- 
fion •, 2 Nicholaus, of whom are defcended the houfes of Fombii , Guar- 
damilii,and Caflaligii-, 3 Francifcus, or Francus, of whom are the Countes 
ofVolgolino, Angazano,and Sarmetto , andthofeof Gragnani^ 4 Ja- 
cobus, father of the Familie of the Cajtri Jli Job amis. Lanfrancus fecond 
fon Raynaldus was Progenitor to the Gravahi and Varfii. 3 Ruffinus his 
third Ion was Author of the Momaghi,Magnani, & domorum del Bofcho. 
4 Of Rollandus his fourth fon are defcended the Paflano,and Aygveria:. 
Thefe, with their off-fpring, have multiplied and fpread themfelves into 
divers parts of Italie. Alfo they are found in the Marquifate of Salluce,in 
France, in Guienne, and about Bourdeaux, where they are knowne by the 
names of Houglas , having corrupted the originall name , as ftrangers are 
wont to doe. There are alfo of thefe Scoti in the towne of Antwerp in 
Brabant, amongft which Petrus and Cornelius Scoti , inhabitants and mer- 
chants there of the beft fort, who being lately challenged and interrupted 
by the Magiftrates thereof, for prefuming to fet up the Douglas Armes 
upon the tombs of their fathers, did fend over into Scotland, in the yeare 
1 6 1 9. a meflenger of purpofe ( Alexander Seaton by namc)with their fe ve- 
rall letters figned with the names of Scoti, alias Douglafsi fdire&ed unto the 
Right Honourable William Earle of Angus, Lord Douglas, &c. acknow- 
ledging their defeent from his Houfe , and intreating his Honours tefti- 
moniall thereupon. Upon which requeft, the faid Earle having examined 
the matter by his Evidents, and other Records, found their claimc to be 
juft and right, was moved to fend them by the fame meflenger an authen- 
tick Patent of their Pedegree under the broad Seale of Scotland, as like- 
wife under the hands and feverai feales of William Earle of Angus, William 

C 2 Earle 


I 



Digitized by 


Google 


v 


§ Of William D ouglas 

Earl ofMorton, dated the 1 6 . day of March t6zx . In which patent the 
laid Petrus and Cornelius extraction from this William father of the Scoti, 
and grandchild to Shoho, is deduced particularly) as may be feen in the 
publike Regifter of Scotland. %. As for the ancient armes of the houfe 

of Douglas , they were three mullets ( or ftarres) onely in a field azure, un- 
till good Sir panics did adde the crowned Hart, becaufc King Robert Bruce 
did concrcdit to him the carrying of his heart, and burying of it at Jerufa- 
lem. The Italian Douglases (or Scoti) having come off before him,kept 
the field coat unaltered, as maybe feen in their Tombes and other Mo- 
numents ; for in Plaifance, in Saint Lawrence Church, where there are 
above twelve feverall Monuments and Tombes of that Family (it being 
their buriall place ) whereof fome are of marble, furrounded with iron 
grates, there is an ancient Monument of a noble Lady near untothehigh 
altar, bearing thefe three mullets, with this infeription, c Margarcta Scota 
Contefftde Burla: but now the Italian Douglajfes^ or Scoti, give but two 
mullets, and between two they have drawn a beam argent, which begins 
at the right hand, and ends at the left. The reafon of this difference is 
given in this letter fent by the Conte de Agd\ano to this prefent Earle of 
Angus,which we wil fet down in his own words and language, as he fent 
it written, and figned with hisowne hand, and fealed with hisfeal. 

Ul^SigrmioEssmo, 

Q Uando lo hebbi t honor e de vedere in Orleans vuejlra Uluftrifsima fig - 
noriagli frames si fargli haver el ' Arbor e de la famiglia Scota de Pi- 
adsfeeja d" illufirifsimo cafa di Douglas. CM a percbe non ho fin horn 
havuto comoditaficura di mandarlo , non ho pagato primo quefio debito. Horn 
dunque con V occafione di ungentil. huemo, mio amico, qui paffain Inghilterra 
non ho volute tar dare fiu amandarlecomefaccio dettoarbore o Gene a lot gin 5 
pregando vs ill "** honor or mi } come mi promise dell' arbore de la cafa. Douglas 
in Scotia , almeno quella parte che la rigide&za di tempi paffati di guerri in quel 
regno haver a permefio di poter confervare la memoria, et iogli nerefiero obli- 
gatifsimo. L’ arma antiqtta dt Scoti en Piaien^a era conforme a L' an- 

tiche de Douglaflo, come fe vetfo in ditto citta ne la chiefs de (ante Lawrence. 
Ma al tempo che G helfi, & Ghibellini guerregiavano in Italia : Li Scoti, come 
partiali dt Francefi furon elletti capi di Gclphi in Piaben^a. Et perche tutte le 
cofe d’ nttmero non paro ft intendevano Ghibellini , furono donque necefsitati di 
rendered numeroaelletre ftelleovero a quattro overoadue. CM a giudacando 
che accrefcerne non conveniva : Si refolvettero Levarne una , a la pia^fa della 
quale per memoria miffero. La sbarrabianca che commiciando dele parte de- 
fir a va a finire a la finiftra, che fi la sbarra comminciafje a la ft ni fir a , & fiuijfe 
a la defira, faria Ghibellini. ll champo che folea cjjere rityfu d' Arrigo. q.Im- 
peratore dato infieme col Cimere d' un Pellicano, il Cimere a quci Scoti foli che 
le Portano di prefente , & il campo a tutta lafamilia generallmente. Ho giudi - 
cato bene fare quefiapoca digrefsione , accio vs 1IU m hebbi quale he notitia per - 
che fufeguita la mutattonc. CMi far a caro ch' ella fi compiaccia ferevermi la 
ricevuta di detta Arbore , all arma del quale mane a la corona fopra, che ci deve 
ejfere in loco del cimere. Et volendo mi honor are di fuc letterc, inviandore all 
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IBufirifsim & Ejf m S* Duca diNeversmto capitano ficure , &ionetenero 
cbltgo particular e a vs ilh*^ a la quale per fine, infieme con Li Signori fuel 
fiat ell;, drfiglioli bade le mam , eonpiegarle da N. S. ogni profperita . 


Di Paris le S.Maggio. idiz, 

Di vs ill ma DevQtiisimO Ser- 
vit rc Scpar&nte II Conte 
. Mire dA ntonio Scots 
d’ Agazano 

* • %~ 

, ' * \ 

i ■ . 

\ 

<Mj honourable Lord, William Douglas. 


W Hcn I had the honour to fee you at Orleans, 1 promifed to lend 
you the Tree of the Family of the Scotiof Plaifance * which is 
defended of the illuftrious houfe of Douglas i fiat becaufe I have hoc hi* 
therto had a convenient opportunity offending itftfely, I have not yet 
paid this debt : Now therefore having found the occafion of this Gentle* 
man my friend, who was to go inta England I would delay no longer to 
fend, the Tree or Genealogie: which I have done , beleeching your 
Lordfhip as you promised me to honOur me with the Tree of the houfe 
of Douglas in Scotland $ at leaft, fo much of it as theiniquitie of times 
paft, and the wars in that kingdome have fuffered to remain undefaced, 
and uadeftroyed , and I fhall reft your Lordlhlps Obliged for this fa- 


vour. 


Theoldarmesof the Sfcotiin Plaifance, were conformed to the old 
armes of the Douglas, as may be fen in the forefaid Okie, in the Church 
of Saint Lamrante . But when the Ghelfs, and Ghibellins did warre one 
againft another in Italy, the Scoti as partners of the French, were chofen 
to be heads of the Ghelfs in Plaifance. And becaufe all things of anOdde 
Or unequall number were taken for Ghibelline , they were conftrained to 
change the number of three ftarres, into either foure or two. But efteem- 
ing that it was not fit to increafe the number, they refolved to take cue 
from them : in the place of which fin memory of it,* they put a white 
or argent bar,which beginning at the right hand is drawn alon&and ends 
at the left : for if it had begun at the left, and ended at the right hand, ic 
had been Ghibelline. The field which was given 

by the Emperour Henry the fourth , together with a Pelican for thc creft, 
which is the Creft of the Scoti onely,who carry it at this houre, and the 
held of the whole Family generally. . 

I havethought good to make this fhort digreffion, that your Lordlhip 
might have fome knowledge wherforethis change was made in our coat: 

your 
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your Lardfhip flioul^do me a Angular favour if you would be pleafed 
write unto . me of the.receit of this Tree, in the afjmes of which the Co- 
ronet isavanting j .becaufe. the Creft is the place where it (hould be, and 
to honour me with your letters, which you may fend to my noble Cap- 
tain the Duke of Nivers , and fo they mall come fafe to me y for which 
favour I (hall be particularly obliged to yoyr Lordfhip. SoJufling your 
Lordfhips hands, together- with thefc_of your. brethren and: children, I 
pray the Lord to bleflfe you with all happinefle and profperity. 



fLour Lordfhips humble fervant 
/'*■ b and Coujen, 

Mark Antonio Scoto Comte 

d' (tAga^ano. 

■ V' /T ni*i'V.7 \ . . - 

. \ ' ' * f , ” 5 ■ , ' _ J v ~r fj r ' . - ■<’' ■ , | | .... 

r This Tree was received by th^Tpxleof ytfifgw, w ^° 4 ^ a ^° fend 
to him the Tree of thehoufeof Qufgkfs, . . 

Now befides all this which we, h^ve • faidp . thf Iiyidents and Monu- 
ments, Charters and 'Writs of pavifeige pf t)jeir houfe,do witnefle the 
fame? for in the prjvifedges granted^ tp, them by tl\e Emperour Henry the 
fourth , aftd Sigijmo^d, as alfo by G ioyanni Maria Duke . of Millain, the 
furnartic of BougLts isexprefly infected with the titles of Earles given to 
three feverill perfons tofthat hpufp,, firft /i'#«$fy$reated Conte dc vigo - 
lino - 7 Giovanni ( his brother) Conte d’ ^dga\ano ,by the faid Duke, and to 
^/&irtfcxpreilely intituled,C#W#d<: Douglas # Figolino^ by Sigifmond the 
Emperour. 

NoW after all this, I hope we may juftly-fay^ with fohn Lejlie Bifliop 
of RolTe v Unde cert iff fa A conj eClura off ujuimurijlam perantiquam fa miliam 
quibus (Scott cognomen) confirmabit jatft- ufut loquenai , Placentia fiorentem 
exnobUifima noftrorupt Duglafiommcomitum projapia oriundam fuijfe : that 
the Sr##*, ia PlaifanCe ate come of the Douglases in Scotland. And thus 
much for WifliwxkzfffcPQd, fornleto Hugl/^c hrft, and.grandchilde to 
Sholto. j OV* ; 


OfWiHiimtbefrf Lord, created Lord ^/Douglas atthc 
parliament of Forfaire. 

’ Ow to return home again to the Scotch Douglajfes^vre&nde that 
King (JWalcolme Kenrnort'm a Parliament held at Forfair in An- 
gus, in the yeare 1057. as the manufeript , <JWajor and Bucha- 
rtan have it, but according to Bottius, 1061 . did create many Earles , Ba- 
rons (or Lords ) and Knights, aitiongft whom there is Gulielmu a Don* 
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^//tf,who was made a Barromthe words are the fe.- MalcolmtpsScotorum Rex 
8 5t» Scon* coronatus anno 1061. Inde E or forum generate tndixit Concilium, 

. volcns ut Primones quod ante a non fuerat, all arum more gentium a pradis fuis 
cognomina caper cm : quofdam veto etiam comites (vulgo Earles) quofdam 
■ Barones ( vulg Lords) alios <JMilites^ aut Equites Aurdtos {vulgo mart i all 
Knivhts ) creavit Makdujfum Fif* Thanum,Fif* Comitcm,Patritium Dtimba- 
rutn, fJMarchiarum c omit cm : alios quoqtte viros pr*Jlantes,Montethi*, Atho- 
lia, (JMarria, Cathancft * , Ro(si*,<^4ngufi*, dixit comitcs. fohannem Sou- 
les Davidcm Dardier ab c. Abcrnethic , Simoncm a Tttcddcfi , Guliclmum a 
Douglas , Gillefpium Cameron, Davidem Briechcn, Hugonem a Caldella , Baro- 
nes,cum diver [is aliis , Equites Auratos, per plurcs paiici vero Thani relicti. -In 
Englifh thus, CMalcolmc the 8 6 U King of- Scots, being crowned at Scone 
in the year 1 06 1, conveened a Parliament atForfaire, where, according 
to the cuftome of other Nations, he ordained that Noblemen fliould 
have their titles to be diftinguifhed by their po(Felfions,and lands,which 
had not been the cuftome of this Countrey in former times- And fo he 
created fbme Countes or Earles, others Barons or Lords, and others 
Cavalliers or Martiall Knights : he made Mackdttffe Earle of Fife, who 
had been Thane of Fife ^ Patrick Dumbarre , Earle of Marche : he made 
alfo others of the Nobility Earles of Monteeth, Athole, Marre, Murray 
Cathnes,Rofle, Angufe. John Souls , David Dardier of Abernethie, Simon 
of Tweddal z, William of Douglas, Gilefpie Cameron,DavidBriecben,Ungh of 
Calder, were made Barons or Lords : others more he knighted like- 
wife a great many, ib that few Thanes were left. This note of thefe very 
words were extraded out of the Regifter and Monuments of Icolmekill, 
and fentto George Buchanan , when he was in writing his hiftory of Scot- 
land * whereof John Read, {Buchanans fervitour, and amannenfs ) having 
referved a copy, did communicate it to diverfe afterward. Now here 
this William being ranked amongft the Nobility, who were chofen out 
to receive thefe new honours, could be no mean man: but in all likely- 
hood, the chief and principal of that name ■, and fo the eldeft defeended 
of Sholto, and his tonne Hugh the firff, and his grandchilde Hugh the fe- 
cond,bylineallfucceffion. This is ctl we have of him, fave that it is a 
received generall report and tradition , that his two Tons, fohn and Willi - 
<w»,Werc Knights at the fame Parliament, which is an argument that he 
hath been a man of good efteem, and eminent place. 

, . — : r r -7 " " *TtTT . ■> 

of John, the /ecohd Lord of Douglas. ' ■' 

W illiam did leave behind him two fonries,^^ and William, both 

Knights : The eldeft was Sir fohn of Douglashurn. which is & , 

parcell of ground and mannour lying betwixt Ettfickfor reft, ‘ 

and Peebles. The other 'was William of Glendifirtihg, which is about the 'l 

upmoft parts of Weft-Teviotdale n?ere.to Ewefcjale. Now whether this ^ <s -^. 

rfohn did fuccecd to his father in the fcdrdfhip, as being his eldeft fon and^~' 
heire,who was defigned(during his fathers life rime Onely )by the title of 
Douglashurn , or whether he had an cider brother, and fo both he- and^Sjr 
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William were but cadets of the houfe of Douglas, we cannot affirm : But 
thus much they fay, that thefe two brothers were men of great power 
and authority, and very worthy and valiant gentlemen. They affirm alfo 
that Sir William of Glendinning had two fonnes, Alexander and William 
ofwhomaredefcendedthofe of Crcffewall, Strabrock, Pomphcrfton* 
Pittendrigh,and Calder-Cleer. 


Of William the fecond of that name , and third 
Lord of Douglas. 

W E have but little mention of this man, onely in a Charter 
granted to the town of Aire by King David, firft lonne to 
King Malcolme Kenmore, he is inferteefa witneffe without any 
other title or defignation : Then Gulielmus de Douglas , William of Douglas . 
This Charter was given the 15. or 27. yeare of his Reigne, the ycare of 
Cod 1 1 5 1 . two yeares before his death, which was 1153. 


of Archbald the fourth Lord of Douglas, and firft 
of that name_j. 

T Here is as little mention made of this o drchbald. , as of the former 
William :we find him onely inferred witneffe in a fecond Charter 
granted to the town of Aire, by Alexander the fecond fonne to 
King Wuliam, in the 22, of his reigne, and of our redemption, 1256. 


Of the third William, and fifth Lord of Douglas, maker of 
the Indenture with the Lord 
Abemethie. 

T His William is found in an Indenture made betwixt him, and the 
Lord Abemethie, which the Earles of Angus have yet extant, 
amongft their other evidents and rights of their lands. The date 
of this Indenture is on Palmefunday, in the yeare 1259.. in the reigne of 
Alexander the third : the place, the Cattle of Edinburgh : It is a contra# 
of marriage, in which the father called there William Lord Douglas, doth 
Contra# his fonne Hugh Douglas to Marjory Aker net hie, fitter to Hugh 
Lord Abemethie , The fumme and contents thereof, are that the marriage 
fhall be folcmnized on Pafehe day, that all things may be perfe#ed be- 
fore Afcenfion day. The conditions are thefe, for the Lord Abernethies 
part, that he fhall give with his fitter to Hugh Douglas, viginti c oriel as 
terra (perhaps it fhould be Carrucatas terra) twenty plough gate of land 
inthetowneofGlencors. And for the Lord Douglas part, that he fhall 
give to his fon Hugh Douglas and Marjory his wife 20. Carrucatas in feudo de 
Douglas, twenty fdough gate of land in the few of Douglas . The witnef- 
fes are Alexander Cumine, Earle of Buchan, Raynold Cumin, fohn of 
Dundie-Moore, and one Douglas,ythok Chrittian name was worn away, 

and 
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and could hoc be read. This fhould feem to be that Indenture which Sir 

Richard <Jlfetellanc of Lithington, father to Iohn Lord of Thirleftane, 
fometime Chancellour of Scotland, of worthy memory, doth mention 
in his manufeript, where he hath carefully colle&ed fome memories of 
the houfe of Douglas. He fayes that Sir fohn Ballandine ofAchnoute 
Knight, did fhow to $ohn Lejly Bifhop of Roffe, one Indenture that 
makes mention of Douglaffas 80. ycares before that Lord William (the 
Hardie ) who was contemporary with William Wallace , and this Indenture 
is veryneare fo long before his time. But he faith that the Lord Ahcrne - 
thie, who doth there indenture with the Lord Douglases father to Mar- 
jory, and our Indenture makes him brother to her. It may be there have 
been two Indentures ^ one before this made by her father, which not 
being accomplifhed during his life, hath been renewed byhisfonneor 
brother, or that they have miftaken it, for there is no other fave this one- 
ly (which doth clearly call him her brother) amongft their writs and 
evidents. Upon this there was drawn up a Charter without date of either 
time or place •, oncly it appears by the tenour thereof, that it was made 
after the Indenture. The giver is the fame Lord William to Hugh his fon 
and heire : the lands difpofed to him are, Glafpen, Hartwood, Kennox 
and Carmackhope, and Leholme together with the lands fayes hcfqua 
funt in c alumni a inter me fyharedes ^ohannis Crawford) that are in fuit of 
law betwixt me and the heirs oF-pohnCrawfordc, without any detriment. 
Then the caufe of his giving is fet down, that they may be a dowry to 
(JMarjoric Abernethic his fonnes wife, and lifter to Hugh Lord Abernethie. 
Ever after this he intitles his fonne, Dominus Hugo de Douglas , Sir Hugh 
of Douglas. It hath an exprefTe caveat, that if after the marriage befo- 
lemnized, the laid Sir Hugh of Douglafdale {hall happen to die, or if he 
lhall ( aliquo malo fuogenio ) through fome devillifh or wicked difpofition 
abftain from copulation with her, file (ball brook and injoy thefe lands, 
although the laid Lord William fhould be alive : And if the faid <JMar- 
jory lhall outlive the faid Lord William, thought her husband Hugh 
fhould die before him, yet he fhall have the third part of his lands in 
Douglafdale, excepting the third of fo much as the faid Lord William 
fhall leave to his wife. There is in it another very ftrange point, and as it 
were a provifion in cafe of divorcement, or not confum mating the marri-* 
age : viz,, that if the laid Sir Hugh , or Lord Hugh (Dominus Hugo) be then 
(after his fathers death) living lord and heir, or have an heire by any 
other wife, the laid CMarjory mail pofleffe the lands notwithftanding, all 
the dayesof the faid Hughs life. Now he could not have an heire by 
another wife,unlefle he were firft divorced from her. There is alfo one 
daufe more touching her fecurity. That if the Lord Abernethie , or his 
counfell fhall defire any other fecurity reafonable by Charter or hand- 
write, that they lhall caufe make the conveyance as they think good, and 
Lord William fhall figne it, and let his feal to it. The feal at this is lon- 
ger then broad, fafhioned like a heart, the letters thereon arc worn away, 
and not difcernable fave onely (W l[ ) and the armes feenie to be three 
Starres or Mullets at the upper end thereof : but I cannot be bold to fay 
abfolutely they werefo. This I have fet down the more particularly 
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and pun&ually, that by thefe circumftances the truth may be more clear 
and free from all fufpition of forgery and invention, I have done it alfo, 
that though every one be not curious or taken with thefe thing?, fuch as 
are(ofwhichnumberI prefeflemyfelf to be one) may find lomething 
to pleafe their harmelefle defire of the not unpleafant,and fome way pro- 
fitable knowledge of Antiquity. 

By this Indenture it is clcare that this William is not the fame with 
William Hardie , who died in prifon, and was father to good Sir fames, 
becaufe his name was VVidiam , and had a fonne Hugh, as the other alfo 
had : for if we do but fuppofe that Hugh contraded to CMtrjory Aberne- 
tbie were 25 . yeares of age at the making of the Indenture (1259.) and 
that his father Lord William were twenty five yeares elder then hisfon 
Hugh, fifticinall : then mufthe have been when he married the young 
EnglifliLady (by whom he had divers children) and when healfifted 
V villi am Wallace, when he furprifed the Caftles of Sanquhaire and Dif- 
deir, and performed other warlike exploits, being ftill in adion till the 
1300. about 90. or 1 00. years of age, which carries no likelihood with 
it that one fo old, fliould be fo able of his body. Bcfides this Lord Wil- 
liam the Authour of this Indenture had for his cldeft fonne and heire this 
Hugh contraded to (JMarjory Abernethie, but the el dell fonne and heire 
to that Lord William wanted good Sir J-ames, who died in Spain : for 
all our Hiftories do tell how that the Bifhop of Saint Andrews did fute 
King Edward for good Sir -fames to reftore him to his fathers lands and 
inheritance, but King Edward refufed to doit : and in a Charter given 
by King Robert Bruce in the fifteenth yeare of his reigne, Bervici fuper 
Tivcdam, at Berwick upon Tweed, of the Lordfiiip of Douglas, thefe ex- 
prefle words are contained, facobo Domino de Douglas, Filio & Heredi 
Guliclmidc Douglas. This good Sir J-ames dying without heire male law- 
fully gotten of his own body-, his brother Hugh fucceeded to him in the 
yeare 1 342 . in which year the fame Hugh doth give a Charter of the laid 
lands and Lordfhip,to wit, Douglafdale, together with the lands of Car- 
michel,Selkrick,&c.To hisNephewWfX/ww fon to Archbald his brother, 
which William did fucceed to Hugh, he having no heires male, he was 
afterward Earle of Douglas. Nowitisagainft all reafon to think that he 
that was contraded to Marjory Abernctby (125 9.) fhould be the fame 
with this Hugh who gives this Charter (1342.) feeing he mull be now 
io<S. or 107. years of age, which is not probable. 

This William had to wife Martha fifter erf" Alexander Earle of Can id!, 
who bare to him two Tonnes, Hugh his eldeft, and William the Hardie : 
by their alliance with the houfe of Carrick, befides that he was not a lit- 
tle ftrengthned,they being great men and powerful!, it fell out that his 
pofterity became of kindred to King Robert Bruce : for Fergus Lord of 
Galloway had two Tonnes •, the elder Gilbert ,and Ethred the younger. At 
his death he ordained that the Lordlhip of Galloway fbould be divided 
betwixt them, which was done accordingly ^ and thediviiion was rati- 
fied and confirmed by King William , who did then feigne : but the King 
being afterward taken prifoner at Anwick be the iBngUfh,(7iifierr nothing 
contented, with the divifion, having got Ethred his brother into his 

hands. 


Digitized by CjOOQie 


<*And p, of that Jfatne. i$ 

hands, caufed put out his eyes, and poffefled himfelf of the whole Lord- 
fhip, and kept it till he died, which was before the Kings return out of 

England before which Ethred alfo was dead. Thefe two brothers left 
each of them a fonne behind him-, Gilbert left Alexander, and Ethred 
Rowland. This Rowland finding his fadlion the ftronger, thruftouc his 
coufen Alexander , and feized upon the whole eftate himfelf alone, and 

at the Kings return took a new gift thereof of the King, who gave alio 

to Alexander , Gilberts fonne, in recompenfe and lieu thereof, the Eat le- 
domeot Carrick: This Alexander had but one fifter named <jMartha> 
who was married to this Lord William Douglas , he went into Sytia with 
Edward Prince of Wales, who was brother in law to King Alexander , 
the third, fent by the King and State at the Popes requeft, to fight 
againft the Sarafins. There went with him the Earle of Athole, .and ma- 
ny brave Knights and Gentlemen: in which expedition he died 5 leaving 
onely one daughter his heire, Martha Countefle of Carrick. She was 
married to Robert Bruce , fonne to Robert Bruce (who is known by the 
name of Robert the Noble) and to Ifabel fecond daughter to David 
Earle of Huntington. To this Robert 5 the Countefle of Carrick bare Ro- 
bert Bruce , who was afterwards King of Scotland. So then we fee how 
Martha Countefle of Carrick, and William the Hardie were Coufin ger- 
mans-, and her fonne King Robert Bruce, and good Sir James Coufins 
once removed : fo that not onely the thralled liberties of Scotland, and 
his private Ioffes, did oblige Sir Janies to fide with King Robert, , and to 
flick fo conftantly to him, but this tieofbloud and confanguinity alfo, 
being fo near a kinfman. We are alfo to obferve here, that Martha Coun- 
tefle of Carrick, was alfo the neareft , juft and rightfull heire to the 
Lordlhip of Galloway, being defeended of the elder brother Gilbert, and 
therefore to be preferred before <^AHane, who was defeended of the 
younger brother Ethred by Rowland his father : and after her and her 
heires, her fathers fifter married to this Lord William was next heire to 
both theEarledome of Carri< 5 l,and Lordfhip of Galloway. Whether this 
title did move the Douglases to feek the Lordfhip of Galloway , as they 
did afterward,and helped them to obtain it the more cafily of the King, 
or of others defeended of Allane , and of his heires, I leave it to be 
confide red. How ever that be, we may fee by the matching with this 
honourable houfe of Carrick, Galloway and Abernethy, the chief: Peers 
in this Realme as then, that the houfe of Douglas was of no fmallefteem 
and account long before good Sir fames^ and that they miltake things 
farre, and are but ill verfed in Antiquity that thinke he was the firft that 
did raife that name to Nobility or greatnefle, this Williams marriage ha- 
ving preceded his time 80. yeares atleaft. 


of Sir Hugh (the third of that name ) and fixth 
Lord of Douglas. 

‘ “tfllram had . to his eldeftfonhe.and lawfttU fucceflburi SitBttgh 
J Douglas > who as we havefaid Was marked to Marjorie Aferne- 
w thie t daughterto Alti&ndt?) and w^«^ Lqtd^>f^Aber- 
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rtethie. This houfe of Abernethie were friends and followers of the Cum- 
mins, and did affift and party them in all their cnterprifes» as we may fee 
by their joyning with them at Kinroffe when they took King Alexander 
the third. Their credit and favour with their Princes appears by this , 
That Lord Wtlham Abernethie got of King William the Abacie of Aber- 
brothock, or (as it may be thought rather, for the writing was dim me 
and hard to difeern ) the Collegiate Church lands of Abernethie, paying 
thence yearcly twenty pound. This Hugh Abernethie obtained alfo of 
King Alexander the third, a Charter of the lands of Lenrie, and a penfi- 
on of fiftie pound fterling by yeare : likewife he got from the fame King 
a confirmation of the lands of Hulkftone and Liieftone. In thefe gifts 
the Cummins ftill are wknefles, and with them ftiled Patrick Earle of 
Dumbarre. We finde alfo a gift of twenty pound land granted by lfabell 
Counteffe of Stratherne Relidf of Walter Cummin, and her husband $ohn 
Muffed. In the dayes of Malted this houfe was fo powerfull, that thy were 
able to make their party good againft the Earle of Fife, whom they (lew, 
and were winked at by Balioll: with this houfe did Sir Hugh match, as 
his father had done with Carri# and Galloway, which as it was an ho- 
nourable alliance for him, fo doth it alfo aTgue that the houfe of Douglas 
even then was noble and honourable, and in the rank amongft the great- 
eft, as we have faid. 

How long this Sir Hugh Lord Douglas did live after his contraband 
marriage, we cannot finde: but it is clear that he had no children that 
furvived and outlived their father, becaufe his brother William was his 
heire and fuccefTour.Neieher can we relate any his particular actions-, one- 
ly fame and tradition have given him a received ceftimony of a&ivitie, 
vvatchfulneffe and diligence, by terming him good Sir Hugh Douglas* 
whom his foes found never fleepmg. He with his wife are buried in Saint 
Brides Church in Douglas * 
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16 thgk&!& fotttted fife btdtPief who for his Vsteur md 

CcMrage-fe dtftihgttffhed by tttiitditikrtmWiiliam ihthvAiti, he 

1 ifiimeA dfojmfMlm by rwfohof bis t*lk«HPgoa ty 5 

ftttuitjMffig beend-* fery N rfftgb te Mm* Mm*m twirn rntfiUsd: 

fort totheldrd K i'jthyfllwr, - W : lit fcadewofonfles f imattii 

tbgft* fcfcevkleiithy a hiflfhn^^to 

his nephew William the firft Dfiiigtot r Ms ite*t Wiftr WM CA 

Engliui Lady cajlfid Torpor ferrais ^ of which name we finde the E arls 
of Darhie to have beene in the dayes oT King Henri the third: She bate 
alfo two fons, AfthkttdL&td Of GaHtfWay, i Of whom are de- 
scended the Lords of Dalkeith, Mrfinft,4fW Loghleven. 

Coi^cTfling foidehnhe ErigliAi Ghtorfcfo * tfoc whan 

■Mte-sdmifd' thefi^tKM^i 0 thetOw?ictfBetiiiicb (intbateafe fa?*.) 
' ** wG^i 0f th# Cdtie rifts?, mdaMk. brief to m ift aid told 
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out, the Towne being in the enemies hands , he rendred the place, With 
himfelfe alfo 4 prifoner,where he remained until] the warres were ended, 
by the yeelding of Iokn BalhH to King Edward. During the time of his 
captivitie he was to marry this Englifh Lady, that fo he might be drawn 
to favour the Kings pretenfions in conquering of Scotland. But his 
matching did not alter his affe&ion towards his native Countrey , nor 
brake his conftancie in performing his dutie to it. 

Wherefore when lie heard that William VVdhse was rifen up , and 
had taken open banner againft the Englifh ..he joyned with him, by which 
icceflion of forces, Wallace Army was much increafed and ftrengthencd* 
yet they were not alwayes together, but according to the occasion, and as 
opportunity did offer, they did divide their companies j and went to fe- 
verall places, where they hoped to get beft advantage of the enemie, and 
where there needed no great Armie, but fome few companies at once. In 
thefe adventures Lord William recovered from the Englifh the Caftles 
ofDifdtere and Samvheire. The manner of his taking the Caftle of San - 
wheire is faid to have beene thus : There was one Anderfon tbacferved 
the Caftfe,and formfeed them with wood and fewell,who had dayly ac- 
ceffe to it upon that occafion.The Lord Douglas directs one ofhiscrnfti- 
tfft and ftouteft fervants to him to deale with him , to finde fome meanc 
to betray the Caftle to him , and to bring him within the gates onely. 

Anderfon either perfwaded by errtreatie,or corrupted for money, gave my 
Lords fervant (called 'Thomas Diekfon ) his apparell and carriages , who 
comming to the Cattle, was let m by the Porta* for Anderfon. Diets fon 
prefently fobbed the Porter, and giving the fignall to his Lord who lay 
neere by with his Companies, fee open the gates,and received them into 
the court. They being entred, killed the Captaine , and the whole Eng- 
lifh Garrifon, and fo remained matters of the place. The Captains name 
was Bcnford, a fcmfman to his own Ladte F err ah , who had oppreffed the 
Countrey that lay near to-him very infolently. One of the Englifh that 
had been in the Caftle efcaping, went to theother garrifbns that were in 
other Cafttesand Towrtes adjacent, and told them what had befallen his 
fellowes, and wkhall informed then* how the Caftle might be recover- 
ed • whereupon joyning their forces together, they came and befieged it. 

The LordDeng-At* finding himfelf ftraightned, and unprovided of necef- 
farics for his defence, did fecretly convey his man Dick fon out at a po- 
ftem or fome hidden paffage, and fent him to William Willact for aid : 

Wallace was then in the Lermox, and hearing of the danger Douglas was 
in, made all the hafte he could to come to his relief. The Engl ifli having 
notice of Wallace approach, left the f?ege,and retired toward England-, yet 
not fo quickly but that Wallace accom panied with Sir $ohn Grabame, did 
overtake them, and killed 500. of their number, ere they could paffe 
Dalfwyntort* By thefe artcffuch like means Wallace wkh hisaffiftance 
having beaten out the EngHfli from moft part of their ftrengchs in Scot- 
land, did commit the care and cuftody of the whole Countrey, from 
Drumlenriggeto Aire, to the charge of the Lord Douglas, blow how- ♦ \ 

beit there be no mention ofthefe things in our Chronicle,yet feeing the ** 

book of Wallace (which is more particular in many thing**} fpeaftes of 

them* 
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them, and 'the Charter of thehoufeof Siminton dcfcended lineally of 
the faid 'Thomas Dickfon % who for this and his other like fervices done to 
this Lord, and afterward to his fonne good fir $ antes ^ got theao. mark 
land of Hiflefidc, which his pofterity doth enjoy dill, holding of the 
Lords of Douglas and Angus , and there is no doubt to be made, but he 
hath done much more in his affiftance he gave Wallace, then is recorded 
or extant any where, there being no likelihood that in thole fo bufie 
times ^hefe lo valiant and brave warriers did lie idle, though the particu- 
lars lie buried ih deep fiience. And certainly it was not for nought that; 
his lands were burnt by Robert Bruce himfelf, his wife and children taken 
prifoners, knd brought to the King of England : his wife and children 
were taken by Bruce himfelf, by the Lord Clifford. King Edward required 
him to take his oath of fidelity to the Crown of England, and become, 
his fubjetft, which he utterly refuting to do, his lands were given to the 
Lord Clifford, and himfelf committed prifoner, and fohe continued to. 
the houre of his death. During which time he never abated any thing of 
his magnanimous courage and conftancie, but Ihewed himfelf worthy 
of his noble progenitours, and no wayeslhort of whatever worth either, 
they had, or fame hath bellowed on them : So did he alfo well deferve 
to be predecefTour to fuch fucceftours, and father to fuch pofterity • who 
(as we Ihall heare hereafter) did follow thisvertuous example and pat-, 
tern. How praifeworthy is it in him, that neither the danger of his own 
perfbn (being in the hands and power of his enemy) nor the example of 
lo many as did yeeld to the victorious Conquerour, there being few or 
none befide William Wallace that flood out againfl him, no not the defpe- 
rate cafe and ellate of his Countrey brought to fo low an ebbe, could 
break his refolution to remain firme to his native foyl .* Notwithfland- 
ing, that by ail appearance all was irrecoverably loft, fo that his Handing 
out againfl the King could bring no help to it, and ceitain enmity (for 
ought could be feen) to himfelt and his pofterity for ever. 

Setting afide all thefe regards ( which are fo common, and fo highly 
accounted of in this our laft age) not meafuring dutie by profit, or com- 
moditie, nor following the common rules of that wifedome which now 
reignes in the world, which is to refped and preferre our particular be- 
fore all other things^but weighing matters in another ballance, and fqua- 
ring his a&ions by what was generous and right, rather then that which 
was gainfull and advantagious for himfelf : he hath left an example of 
true wifedome, yet^qeand ho*jefty>an<Loftrue magnanfoutieunto others: 
he dieth a free man tn defpite of his tnemies, though a prifoner,and bear- 
eth witneffe ofthe liberty of hjs Countrey, that it did not ferve, but was 
oppreffed, convincing the Tyrant of that time of violence, and the Ad- 
vocates and ProCtors, which either he then had, or fince have pleaded 
for him in that debate, of mqft impudent and manifefl lying. And there 
are fomc even in ourdayes fearce yet afhamed of fo fhamefull an aflerti- 
on, as to affirm that Scotland, and fome of their Kings have yielded obe- 
dience, and homage, to a forrain Prince, acknowledging him for their 
Soveraigne. But the truth hereof is, that it hath been opprefTed, but ne- 
ver ferved j it hath been overcome, and ovemume, but it never yeelded : 

; And 
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And m the owns rims though fonftaney and carnage, did ai kft over* 
so*M the overcomes and fluke ojfthe yaike ef forrainers in fpight of 
*11 their fptfcermd ftaudv whereofia the Lord Vwgfa in this waftrophe 
pf His li& is a pregnant wiinefle, fahach he kit behind him an honoura- 
bly memwy of an invincible mind, and t kflhn for tyrants to teach , and 
fee them fee how weafee a thing tyranny is, and haw fmsll power and 
force it hathwheu it meets with trtie courage, though it were bet of one 
man, who overcomes their fame and felfhood,m«h truth and canftaney : 

Ami certainly this Lords venue and merits are fuefa as:, how ever thofe 
that gome after him did fail into mare happy times, and had better occa- 
fionsto (how themfelves, and to make , their anions more confpicuous 
towards their Countrey:yet, there is no reafon why he {hOuld be thought 
irtffcfioor to any oneufihem, becaufe his fortune Was harder then theirs : 

Nay, he ought rafchftr : tohe ;pffl^r«sci fa much the mope* as he was more 
affailed, and compaffeddbflwt with dimtultlfl^j and did Wraftle with the 
neceflities of the times without ftrinkingj dr fuccumfang under jttefa**- 
fan; ftefides H was he that planted andiaid the foundation, upon wfach 
they budded fa hpw^e. fawrprifesj&did perfect what they had begun. 

. Same writ? that he being cited by King £d*W, with others of this 
Cogntrity appeared upon the citawflysmd that he was not apprehended 
fay freud^r force, but came of hriown accord to Berwick •• wfacfaifhe 
did, it hath not been to epnfefle, or acknowledge any Servitude, or hor 
lhage, as due to fr&rW,orthe Englilh, bnt to pjeadfor the liberty of hi? 

Countrey, and to proteft and teftiue againft fasfabrpation. Others ft# 

Ifau he and the Jwiop of Glasgow being . 

(to avoid the imputation of diflpvaltie and treafon, pf which bevyopld 
not be pander ; he cam? and yeelMhimfelf tp the King,wfach ifjt he 
true, was a very honourable and generous ft#, remarkable and fare to fa 
found, that np We of his Countrey, not hatred oMyranny(fa foong and 
powerful! motives^ cpu|d draw famrpfac partafar ofanydfaipped a&ir 
pn, though agaioft his enemy. Metfanfa faefa noble carriage might havp 
procure d more noble dealing at Kfa$ gfawfa Hands, and have wrung 
more favour from him, which fine? rr did not, .jt-nw he taken?* an a t- 
enment, as want ofgpo4ne$rfafatnfelf, who . had neither judgement to 
jjfaem in vprtue, not a heart to honour it in others 5 But fpr my own? 
parti thinke it moft likely that bee was taken by ppe r pwm, pr , 9 t,hei> 
and brought in agafalf bfa wiJU but whether bee, were bwht m 
with his wiH , or came fa agabfa fas will , that werd . of y^efafag 
L which rhey facribe to him ) fa either very impertinent, prelfe very 
warily to be wderftopd $#> w«,fat ftofaefawg fa fas perfanonply,not 
fatbe liberty of fas Coumric, which he#ev?f y?efaed : nebher£fa fae ac- 
knowledging faany Ifagfahatitbofay p m fa or fafafalf wh^hjif never 
wouWdpfhmfifaofatathettpdiefaiPrifanfa rowr&wiftwfaki * x N 

There are . that fay hewasAnt from Efawfafc tp fafaw 6 #ftr**nd 
thence carried *0 York** fa the Qfale whereof he dfad » ^d^faur ifa 
fa a fatje CbappeUah the faufa end fa the faidg* -iWhfab w : now afa^se*- 
aberrieeayfaf Histeh f which faj^tefdfafoe^hayeiaJjpn pyffa 

^ the 
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theyeare 1307.) muft have been fooner in the year 1302. for his fonne 
Sir fames returned into Scotland in the yeare 1 303. when Edward was at 
Stirling, where the Bifhop of Saint Andrewes did recommend him to the 
King : Now Sir fames came not home till he heard newes of his fathers 
death. It is alfo faid of this Lord, that he had the Ifle of Man, whether as 
heritable pofleffour, or as Governour onely it is not known*, but it is well 
known that this Ifland belonged to the Crown of Scotland, and that the 
Douglases have had more then an ordinary intereft therein 5 Douglas Ca- 
file, and Douglas Haven, which carry their names to this day, do beare 
fufficient witnefle. But whether from this man or fome other, is not fo 
cade to determine peremptorily. 


Of good Sir James, the firft James, aud< 
eighth Lord of Douglas. 

T He next is garnet, commonly called good Sir -fames, whom mert 
account as the firft, of whom the houfe of Douglas received the 
beginning of their greatneffe, which came at laft to exceed o- 
thers fo farre, that it did almoft pafle the bounds of private fubje&s. He 
was as we have faid already, fortneto the fame William by his firft wife 
the Lord Keeths fitter : his education in his youth is faid to have been in 
vertue and letters •, firft at Glafgowe, fcftetwards at Paris : for his father 
being encombred with warres, and laft impri(oned,his uncle Robert Keeth 
conveyed him away to Paris in the time of Philip le £##,where he remain- 
ed exercifing himfelf in all vertuous exercife, and profited fo well, that 
he became the moll complete, and beft accomplifhed young noble man 
in the Countrey, or elfe where. Being certified of his fathers death, the 
love of his native foile made him to return into Scotland, to order the 
courfe of hislife, by the counfell and advice of his friends. But when he 
came home, finding his patrimony difpofed by King Edward to the Lord 
Clifford, and his friends fcatterea and difperfed, having by his mother 
fomef elation of kindred to William Lambert Archbifhop of Saint An- 
drewes, he addreffed himfelf to him, who did receive him kindly, and 
entertain him nobly. And when King Edward the firft was come to Stir- 
ling in his laft journey ( at what time he in a manner overanne all Scot- 
land, and deftroyed the monuments thereof) the Archbifhop going thi- 
ther to falute him, carried this young man along with him : and taking 
his opportunity, prefented him to King Edward , humbly intreating him 
to take him into nis prote<ftion,and to reftore him into his fathers inheri- 
tance, and imploy him in his fervice, as a youth of great hope and expe- 
dition, and fuch as might be ufefull and ftedable if he fhould be pleafed 
toufehim. The King demanded what he was, and having imderftood 
what his name and lineage was, and that he was fonne to Lord William, 
• did abfolutely refiife to do him any courtefic, or favour, nay he could not 
abftainfrom reproachfull and contumelious words againft the obftinacy 
and treafbn (fo was he pleafed to nickname vertue) of his father, faying, , 
that he had'no fervice for him, nor for any fuch traitours Ion as his father 
was j that he had given his lands to better men then himfelfe, -and thofe 
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that had done him better fcrvice then he was able to doe *, and though 

they had not been given , yet would he never have given them to him* 

So implacable he was, and fuch pride had he conceived, with contempt 
of the depreft eftate ofthis fupplicant,little remembring the variablenede 
of the eftate of man and little knowing or confideriug,what weight and 
moment may be in one man alone, in whatfoever condition, to braule 
Sometimes, and to help even to difappoint and overthrow the enterprises 
of the mightieft Morwuchs, It came even loco pafte in this man, who 
did this Kings fonne and fucceflour fuch a piece of Shrewd fervioe, as lie 
had never the like in all his life: which had been more Shrewd, if the 
Speed of his horles, and die undutifulnefle of Some Scots, that received 
him into their Caftle of Duraharre, when he fled from Bannockburne, 
had not ftood him in better fteed, then all his huge Hpaft and rich King* 
dome, wherewith he was fo puffed up. Whereby Princes and great men 
may lcarne,not to defpKe the meanneflie and moft affiidted ftate of any, 
nor to loofe the reins neither to nn juft actions, or reproach full words. 

Sir ames being thus rebuked, what could he do againft a King, a Mo- 
narchy victorious and triumphant King < to whom all had yeeldedyvith 
whom all went right well, in his ruffe, in his higheft pitch, in his gran- 
dor, compared about with Ids guards , with his armies : to controll 
him, he was not able ; to plead for juftice, it would avail him nothing 
to reply, could profi tihhn lefle : a Prince, his vigors word is a law , nay 
more then a law for the timc.There was no contefting,nocont radioing, 
were his Speeches never fo unjuft: :he behoved to Swallow this pill {.how 
bitter foevex) there was no remedy but patience. Nay, the Archbifhop 
muff be filcntaHb, and dates not mutter one word, wherefore home he 
goes with this Scorn, to cteped a better time of replying: not in words, 
but deeds, and of Showing what fervioe lire was able to have, done to him. 
Theoccafion of which though it we re over long in coining in reffped of 
his defire, yet did fall out, not very-long after : for wiichin t-wo obchsee 
years (1505 .) Robert 3rucc came linto. Scotland, mac yet a King /Save io 
courage )huthavingrig(ht to ibe King-oftheiCountrey,whom EdmarJlxxd 
Served intheiatne kind * -andwlho had received (the like anftver aad fcorn 
in a Peticionnot unlike, far borkdicj crave their fathers inheritance. Sir 
tfames onely a Lordfhip, and the Bruce vl whole Kingdome, Whjjdvvvas 
but his due, and he had done him better fervice then Sir £ antes. He had 
fought againft his own Countrey far him, Spent thebiou'd of- bis friends, 
and his owne, in hope of it-, with great lofTe-to himfeW, and example to 
others not to do the like ^But. neither .dnety,nar defctt,iHQr pro.rnife could 
overfway his ambition, and maft er.it fo ferr-e, as Go.Xuffer'him to perform 
what he had promifed and not content to .have .fed this Prince with 
the food of fools, faire hopes, and after Xornudh imployment and many 
notable fervices, to frnftsate him^he.myfhnecds rtlfo embiuer.all, vvich a 
flouting anfwer to his demand . T o fuptva height ofipidefiad profperity 9 V 

raifed him, that no modefty could keep himfrom fooling the reins to an ^ , 

unbridled tongue, which doth never befeem a man, mucivleffe a Prince : ^ 
wherefore as hatred and defpight , did animate Irim againft Sir ff-ames, for ; 
his fathers refufing to Serve him : foambitiem. dfrhwQrh-the fame affedi- 
’ ~ \t % E' on 
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on in him againli Robert, though he had ferved him •, both were refUfed 
of their fuits, both their petitions were re/eded *, the one with fpight,che 
other with deriflon. What ('faith King Edward, being urged with his 
promife of giving the Kingdome of Scotland to Bruce) N' ovens nous antre 
chofe a fare, quc de conquertr des royaumes pour vous ? fpeaking in French, 
Have we nothing elfe to do, but to conquer Kingdomes for you t Kings, 
Potentates, Vidors, fhould not be prefled withtheir promifes: So they 
think, and fo men fay*,lawes are not made for them, which they leap over 
at their pleafure. And it might be thought fo perhaps, if their power were 
perfed.and if there were not a more abfolute and over ruling power, that 
is able to range them under reafon. We {hall finde it fo even in this parti- 
cular in the ownetime, although this were no time for him to reply : no 
more then it had been for Sir fames at Stirling. But the time being now 
come in the yeare 1305. as laid is. 

But the time being now come, though not fo fit as he could have 
wifhed, yet as it was he behoved to ufe it, and make vcrtue of neceflitie. 
And fo withdrawing himfelf fecretly out of England, he came to Dum- 
freis, and there flew fohn Cummin his create ft enemy, determining from 
thenceforth to behave and carry himfelf as King of this Realme. And 
here by the way, we may obferve Gods providence towards this King- 
dome, in preferving the liberties thereof ,who had before ftirred up Wiui- 
am Wallace like another Sampfon to vindicate it out of the hand of the 
Englilh. Now that he is gone, he fends home our lawfull Prince, and 
righteous fucceflour to the Crown, to fight our battles for us, and to 
perfed the work which the other had begun*, onely for fo much as about 
this time, fohn CMonteeth under colour of friendlhip, had betrayed Willi* 
am Wallace into the hands of the Englifhfor moneys and he being taken 
and carried to London, was by King Edwards command, tortured and 
put to death with great cruelty ^ and his armes, and legs, and head, hung 
up in the moll eminent places and Cities both of England and Scotland . 
O t which fad oiEdwardswc will fay no more, but onely fet down thefaid 
Wallaces Epitaph, which is perfixed to that book that is written of his ex- 
ploits in Scots rime. The Epitaph is inlatineverle, but the Authouris 
incertain, and the more is the pity, for he deferves to have been better 
Jtnown. Thus it is, 

Jnvida mors trip Gulielmum funere vaUam, 
gua cuntta collit, Suftulit 
Et tanto pro rive, cinu *, profintbus urnaefi , 

Frigufque pro lorica, obit. 

Ide licet terras loca fe inferior a, reliquit :■ 

K^it fata fact is fupprimens. 

Parte fui meliore folum , Ccelumque perrerat 
Hoc jpiritujllud gloria, 
x^ittibi ft inferiptum generofo pectus honest 0 
Fui fet, hops promt 

yArtwus, Angle, tuis in ptenasparcior effes 9 
Nee oppidatim fpargeres 

9 Membra 
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tMcmbraviri facranda adytis, fedfcin quid inifa 
Jmmanitate viceris 

tit vail* in c unci as or as fpargantar & horai ; 

Landes , tuumque deacons. 

A verfe, whereof Buchanan needed not to have been afhamed] j 

Envious Death, who ruines all. 

Hath wrought the fad lamented fall 
Of Wallace , and no more remains 
Of him, then what an Urn contains* 

Allies for our Heroe we have. 

He for his armour a cold grave. 

He left the earth too low a ftate. 

And by his worth o’re came his fatei ■ 

His foul death had no power to kill. 

His noble deedsthe world doth fill 
With lading Trophies of his name. 

O ! hadft thou vertue loved, or feme j 
Thou couldft not have infulted fo 
Over a brave betraid dead foe, 

Edwardy nor feen thole limbs expos’d 
To publick lhame, fit to be closed 
As Reliques, in a holy Ihrinej 
But now the infamy is thine. 

His end crownes him with glorious bayes^ / 

And ftains the brighteft of thy praife. 

But to return to our Sir fames', he is no fooner advertifed of the Braces 
arrivall into Scotland,and of the Cummins (laughter, when without either 
lummons or intreaty (fave of his own mind in that common cafe fimpa- 
thifing with the other) he refolves to try his fortune in that courfe with 
him. But what could he do (poore Gentleman)being in fuch neceffity,and 
deftitute of all help : he had neither horfe, nor armour *, nor followers 
for fuchabufinelfe : all was gone, and violently taken from him by the 
iniquity of the times, and the prevailing of the enemic. There was nei- 
ther friend nor mean left for his provifion. Shall he burden Archbilhop 
Lambert i what could a Prelate do t what could he, efpecially being lin- 
ger the beads feet, as we fay, and fubjefk to King Edward < It is better 
lometimes to force a friend, then to indanger him. Compulfion may 
beufed where there is pcrill in the contenting : chiefly if the party be 
not unwilling, the ground right, and the caufe good : otherwife,violence 
is never to be attempted, neither is iniquity, fraud or felfchood, ( evil! 
and hurtfull courfes) either againd private men, or the publick date to be 
warranted by this example. To it he goes, and robs Lambert of what he * 
durd not give him : heinticeth his fervants •, whole hearts did ferve them*** 
to ferve him in that hazard, whom their Lord durd not command to go 
with him: he takes alfo fome gold from him, and provides himfelf a 
" horfq 
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' horfe and armour* and that All might feem ct> bee done by the ftrong 
hand j and violence might plead for the Bilhop at King Edwards hands, 
he beats the reft of the fervant* that Were left behind, and fd goes away 
with the prey : An honourable robber, artd juft fpoiler 1 He meets Robert 
Bruce at Arickftone in the head of Anandale. If he were welcome or not, 
I leave it to the eohftdcfation of the Reader: he Waa received as his Cou- 
fin, and ufed as a companion, and continued a faichfull Friend apd loyall 
Subject, fo long as their dAyes continued, Without variance, emulation or 
jealoufie, or grudge oil either fide. A happy King by fuch a fervant ! 
A happy fervant by fuch a Prince 1 A happy Countrey by fuch a fociety 
and pair of worthy friends ! (So it is where vertues encounter, begetting 
mutuall affection, and produce notable effects.) The Biihop of Rode 
$obn Lejlie fayes, that he carried this money to Bruce from the Archbi- 
fhop, and makes no mention of any force, whole commendation of this 
tfames is not amifte to be here inferred* Net tempore ejutdam Jacobus Du- 
glafius, altifsimi animi , & adtpurvis ftriCtd* fnbennda paratifsimi adolcfcens, 
dum cum ammo fuo repumKdhmxMut mimf i v virtutmm omatnentis cxcultum) 
injujlis Anglorum armit wexm t & it dfris belli telis voufigi, ab Zptfcopo 
SanCto Andre apelitano^ w tajus fuit tomkatu ^pecuniam grandem ad Robeiti 
caufam lab ant cm fufientandam mpltvwit\ tUamqjUi mam tdenime tulit . Cut 
in hello firenuam, in pace liberxM , in advtrjis fieklcm , in profperis jucun- 
dam operam)per > reliqium vipa tmriatko* ftmpcr ppft ea nayavit. Ab hoc 
Jacobo clarifsima DnglafiorUm fandia prmwn (** Ntbilitatis nomen acce- 
piffe perhibetur. In Englilh thus: At this rime one pontes tiouglas, a youth 
of high fpirit, and ready to undergo whatsoever perill, coinfidering with 
himfelfhow Robert Bhwce f a man adorned with all vertues) was vexed 
v/ith the unjuft armes Of the Engiiih, and purfued with warre againft all 
equity: obtained of the Bifliop of Saint Andrews (in whofe company 
tacw&s) a gwfett firrmsle of twortcy , to uphold tire now dedining c&ufeof 
iR-tfbm t, which money hfe carried to him with lU diligence, and ever after 
■aided bite in his waira Valiantly : m peace he was free and upright,pfca- 
tfmt in profpeiity, andfictthhlli faadrerfity, during all the day es of his 
life. From this fames cfat noble family <At)?stIteuglb(fa as cotantedto 
have taken the beginning of greamdfe : fo ferrt c^ohn Lcfltj. 

To return : their efforts at firft were of e xcee <£iub g hard iuccdfe. it/dwr 
Bmoe was 'crd<vned« Soetae in the yeare a jotf* in April , WtwhichSir' 
•fame’s kffifted,o«ftiiigihro<a tewpvos others did , aquanriry'cff ranhof 
Iws tends of Dcngias, Which *u»infe<a lirttehrll it espied yet tomwis 
norm. This wtes-otee ctrftoihedfthofe rimes, by whfich hoiwagetb^rtiat 
field the KangofScotletid Sopreane wider God, vrcredtft itigatflreal /from 
•others, some mdijeofts aftoruhe r corofiacion,iabaBtthe r^.af June,*bcy 
were defeated inacdnfl^at'Methvfen by 'Otbanmne dc fcdmcie fade of 
•Tefnbrbke, bi sc. wittooat any sgrwt krifeof men-: iforaheybdng fowan 
number, lahdtperceHirngehtiriaeqQriiDie, fled berimes., while their noon 
Were yetfn brewh-snd unwearied, having ladvenoored folferiattereocrre 
«heit fortune, what r lt was hkero prove i tiictoinrmineniuaejitiofltjt ten in 
•'hope of*vt<ftorie,nMherethbFe wa6 fo gredroditeevdty way. Thcrewere 
%akeh atthisboccell Sir Thomas RitoMpb ayounglirfepHfig, Sir tMloana br 
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Trofir, $ir BareUy, Injh Mdrtw, Hoghie U Hay, ot Hugh Hay, S«- 
mervaUj.tid feme others, whom Sir Aimtr Valence caufcd to promtfe fe- 
a fry to the King of England, and on that condition faved their lives : e- 
fpecially RandtUpb , who is remarked after this to have beene very for* 
ward for the King of England,till he was taken tgaioc by Sir pomesPm, 
$to,as we fhall heare hereafter* After this bitcell they retired to the Ca- 
ttle of Kildrummie,wherc the Queene and divert other Ladies remained 
in greatlcarckie of vivers , being fuftfined moil part by what Sir pants 
DmgUs tooke by hunting and filhing. Not long after , as they went by 
At hole into Argyle, Atbole having intelligence of them * invaded them, 
together with Larne his lifters , and conftrained them to fight at a place 
called Dalrce (which is to fay, The Kings held) about the twelfth of Au* 
guft their fortune was no better then it had beene before * the day was 
loft,fome but not many oftheir men flauie,they themfelves put to flight, 
and by flight faine to lave their lives by lurking amodgft the hits for a 
feafon in a moft defert place, living upon roots and herbs^nd lying in the 
open fields on the bare ground, or among the heath, foracti tries but with 
one, other times with none to attend them , being unccrtaine whom to 
Cruft, in that frowning of fortune, when commonly there are but few that 
remain friends, and many become enemies, bale minds leeking thereby 
either to avoid harm, or to gain favour of tbeftronger. At laft finding 
that they were hotly hunted a he*, and hardly followed, they thought it 
their fafeft way to go to the Weflem Ifles. Lochlowmond lay in their 
way, whether being come , and having found an old bote. Six pomes 
< however expert in that Art before ) having learned fo much by that 
great School mailer Necotfiry, rowed his King over this Lake in a night 
and half a day. Thus faith the manufoript, but it foemech rathe* co have 
been fomeother Lake then Lochlowmood, or rather fome inlet of the 
Sea (which ate called fomeumes Lakes.) between the main Land and the 
Me in which they harked : becaufe Loohlowmond is ofno fuch breadth, 
asthatsclhbtddbeefteeoned a great matter to row over it jo that fpace 
and befides they did row to an I fie wh art they did reft among# ourdE- 
•fcodes, fonoqe of which Lochlowinond « adjacent. The Brmes book 
<Kh:nbttbi)MlieyioyediiiroughtheLake cotfac lfle, bucchfoUghthe 
Lake totheiad*tULnd, and then paffcdcdidit Sea! fiefe where they provi- 
ded boats in Which theyfxdod tochriftes; Tctefributes alfo this rowing 
to others, then Sk pomes, though bee were the firft finder of the old 
•boace. 1 - ' -. <-yu r - 1 . . . .. 

- Thus it went withttxm, aadrofochan exigent was thehopeofour 
Countreyhr ought. Tf»t- we feethefcge^at aamds,and(afterwa*ds) great 
men in a bale, poore, and perillous, but never miferable eftaw (which 
Vertueis not capable of) defolate in itlelfj deftitxneof friends, irvd their 
firft attempts dafhtbytbe mean ondyt Captaito of their greatenwny 
•King Edvard. But ere they have done, they frail' make his fncccdmtr co 
ftie in the like fort ma ftnallfilber boat, poordyacaanpanicdthfavc his » 
owne perfoft, after thelofle of Ids atony, Onfoch moments do thehopefc* 
•and fears of mocoaU men depend , and loch vicifliaide is the elkteofthofe 
gloriouscrowns fobjedb unco, which men do fo ranch affed, 'With luch 
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trivell and turmoil •, as for them, it was not the Crownc onely, but then* 
libertty alfo, that they fuffered for : and not their owne liberty alone,but 
thefreedome of their Countrie and Patriots,which they fought to main- 
tain again ft injuftice, fraud and violence. Wherefore we never heare that 
they fainted at anytime, or difpaired any time in the midftofdifpair: 
fuch force hath a good caule in a good heart,theAuthour ofgoodneflc,no 
' doubt fitting at the rudder of that boat, and preferving the old fiieards of 
it, fo that they gave no place to the violence of the waves, and their 
hearts from yeelding to that defpair that every way did aflauit them, un- 
tillhehad finifhed that work he had to do with them * for recovering 
the liberty of their Countrey, and beating down the pride of tyranny^ 
that hee might in all this ftiow his own might and prerogative^ calling 
down and letting up at his pleafure. Such hard beginnings have often- 
times the greateft works, and fo little ought either nope or difpaire bee 
grounded on the firft fuccefle. 

Being landed in this little Ifle, which the Bruces book calls Rachrine, 
(other Authours name it not) they remained a while hidden there with a 
fpeciall friend of King Roberts *, both the Ifle and the man being worthy 
of moreexpreffe honour, and a perpetuall memory of their names: he for 
his faithfull friendfhip, the Ifle for its fafe rcceit, and harbouring fo good 
guefts, and their good luck after this receit, their efforts from hence for- 
ward having been almoft ever profperous. Their fafety was (moft part ) 
in this, that men believed they were not fafe-,ceafing to leek thofe whom 
(they thought) had ceafed to be, taking them to hive perilhed, becaufe 
they appeared no where to the view of the world. Like example is long 
fince recorded of CMafmiffa King ofNumidia: and their lurking doth 
bring forth the like fruit and effe&s. 

But it was not fit for them to lurk too long : their friends might lb 
have been difcouraged, and iofing hope, have forfakenthe caufe, where- 
by the work would hive been the more difficult, if not impolfible. There- 
fore to begin again afrelh, the King obtains from his good friend lome 
Imall company of men, and Sir fames with fourty of thefe (which hee 
got of the King) wentand tooke in the Caftle of Arane by a ftratagem. 
A fmall, but happy flourilhing of a better fpring. time, after that theit 
tempeftuous winter, which lhall yeeld a fullhirveft, and bring forth the 
ripe fruit of liberty to their Countrey, and the fettling of the Kingdome 
to his mafter,aadfm pofterity^unfill thefe our dayes, and we hope for 
ever.Thither came the King alfo within two dayes (and hearing ofthem) 
Malcolms Earle of Lennox. Thefe failed from thehce into Carrift, where 
they tooke a Caftle of the Kings proper inheritance, but the Writers do 
not name it. 

And here indeed the courfe of the Kings misfortunes begins to make 
fome halt and ftay, by thus much profperous fuccefle in his own perlon; 
but more in the perfonof Sir 'fames Joy the re-conquefts of his owne Ca- 
* ftles, and Countries : from hence he went into Doaglafddle, where by the 
vttteans of his fathers old fervant Thomas Dickfon he tooke in the Caftle of 
Douglas, and not being able to keepit,he caufcd burn it, contenting him- 
felf with this, chat his enemies had one ftrength fewcr in that Countrey 
: . then 
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than before. The manner of his taking of it is faid to have beene thus : 
Sir frames taking onely with him two of his fervants > went to Thdmas 
Dicifon, of whom he was received with tears, after he had revealedhim- 
felfe to him, for the good old man knew him not at firft, being in meane 
and homely apparell. There he kept him fecretiy in a quiet chamber,and 
brought unto him fuch as had beene trufty fervants to his father * not all 
at once, but apart and by one and one, forfeareofdifcoverie; Their ad- 
vice was, that on Palmfunday , when the Englifh would come forth to 
the Church, being a folemne Holiday , he with his two fervants fhould 
come thither apparelled like countrey taskers , with mantles to covet 
their armour, and when he fhould perceive that the Englifh were in the 
Church, and his partners were conveened , that then he fhould give the 
word, and cry the Douglas jlogan, and prefently fet upon them that fhould 
happen to be there* who being difpatched, the Caftle might be taken ea- 
lily. This being concluded, and they come,fo foone as the Englifh were 
entred into the Church with Palmes in their hands (according to the cu- 
ftome of that day)little fufpeding or fearing any fuch thing * Sir fames, 
according to their appointment, cryedtoo foone (a Douglas#. Douglas ) 
which being heard in the Church(this was Saint BridesChurch of Dou- 
glas) Thomas Dick fon, fuppofing he had beene hard at hand, drew out his 
Fword, and ran upon them, having none to fecond him, but an other 
man, fo that oppreffed with the multitude of his enemies,'he was beaten 
downe,and flaine. In the meane time Sir James being come, the Englifh 
that were in the Chancel kept off the Scots, and having the advantage of 
theftraitand narrow entrie, defended themfolves manfully. But Sir 
^awjrencouraging his men, not fo much by words, as by deeds and good 
example, and haring flain the boldeft rcfifters, prevailed at laft, ana en- 
tring theplace, flew fome 26 of their number, and tooke the reft , about 
to. 0M 2. perfons, intending by them to get the Caftle upon compofiti- 
owiortoenter with them when the gates mould be opened to let them in: 
but it neede^not , for they of the Caftle were fo fecure , that there was 
none left tokeepe it fare the porter and the cooke, who knowingnothing 
of what had hapned at the Church, which ftood a large quarter of a mile 
from thehce, had left the gate wide open, the porter Handing without,and 
the Cooke dreffing the dinner within . They entred without refiftance, 
and meat being ready', and the cloth laid , they fhut the gates, and tooke 
their refe&ion at good leafure. 

Now that he had gotten the Caftle into his hands , confidering with 
himfelfe (as he was a man no lefTe advifed then valiant ) that it was hard 
for him to keep it, the Englifh being as yet the ftronger in that Countrey, 
who if they fhould befk'ge him, he knew of no reliefe * he thought better 
to carry away fuch things as be moft eafily tranfported, gold,filver, and 
apparell, with ammunition and armour, whereof he had greateft ufe and 
need, and to deftroy the reft of the provifion, together with the Caftle it 
felfe, then to diminifh the number of his followers , for a garrifon there * 
where they could do no good. Andfo he caufed carrie the meale and—* 
malt, and other comes andgraine, into the Cellar , and layd all together 
in one he&pe : then he took the prisoners and flew them, to revenge the 
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death of hntmftie and valiant Servant Tbm*tJX(kfo»* mingling the vi- 
sual* With their blond, and bu tying their carcafles in the heap of come s 
after that he ft ruck out the heads or the barrellsand puncheons , and let 
die drink ranne through all, and then he call the carkaftes of dead bodes 
and other carrion omongft it, throwing the fait above all, fo to make al- 
together unufcfall to the enemie * and this Cellar is called yet the Dou- 
glas Laitder . Lift of all, he fet the houfe on fire^aod burnt all the timber, 
and what rife the fire ctwild overcome, leaving nothing but the fcocched 
waifs behind ham. And this feemesdo be the firft taking oftbe Caftic of 
Dowlas, for it is foppofed that betook k twice. For this fervice^nd o- 
thbrsdoneeo Lord Wi&iam his father, Sir gurnet gave unto Them* Duk- 
Jfathe fahds cf Hiflefide,- which hath beene given him before the Caiirlc 
Was taken, as «n encouragement co Whet him on , and not after , for he 
was flame in die Church: which wasbefch liberally and wifely done of 
him, thus to hearten and draw men to his for vice byfuch a noble begin- 
ning. The Caftte being burnt. Sir $ames rcchc4>aiid parting bis men in- 
todwers comp*itieS,foasthey'm^hc-beiooft feertt^e -caused cure iuch 
aswere W©mMh^inrt«ftght,and>heihimfeUe kept as dole as he could, 
wakifagw^erforfenoccaftcwto entetprife fotneohtng agaiaft the enemie. 
So foene as he was gone, dhe Lotd Citfford being ad vertUed of what had 
happefled/efcme himfelie inpetfonto Dowlas, and caufod ne-edifieand 
repuhthe Orftfein a very fhort time, unto which herifoadded a Tower, 
Which isyat called Harries Tower, from him, and k» returned into Eng- 
land, leaving one Tfamfokll to •be-Oaftrinthereof. 

Skfamevbk men bring etafed-of their wounds , and refredoed wick 
reft, ‘hfemmtirwed again tocheKii^;, at what time be was ready to ijght 
wioh Sir Apbm:Valmc& > x\rt Lord of Lome, and Sir Thomas JUndulf^ex 
Gamnodk. The iflinghadnot above ^oa.-men, -fothat being;almoden- 
ccw^affedby'the erfeiaie'tre’he was aware, he was foreedtoforfake the 
ftdd.btCMiilg foft his Banner, Which was taken by Sir Thomas Roaiulph^ 
by which he got great dredk -with King EJwdrd.King Rehmia his .flight, 
OfrTdcreat , ’divided his utienint® throe ^companies , that went feverall 
Wayes^ thaefotheenefnie being ttecertaine in what company bebimfelf 
Were, and not knowing which to t purfue rat heft , hsinfght thebeuere- 
frape. Whoi'they WereaH comp againeto tbc-place’of their tt end ©zrwxis, 
whroh the Iking bad mppdinte d. when he divided t^est^Sitjfamts Douglas 
perfwaded the King to fee upon a company of t he.eaeinies>, who were 
Very fecurdly tying by «hrirtfclves farre>froin.the body of the /Atmy, 
Withoncfcnrc c*f any 'danger -Whidh theKing did,-ond having flafne aoo. 
ttfthem,hetfcattettd the reft. 

(After this, ’Sir Ayrmte-Vaknct •/•being'tbeh W-ftddn for King ; fidward 
in hcochmdj«and’ rdfidmg himfelfe at (Bothwell .) fant Sir VhiTff^tmbr^ 
Wiith-a company of meh, about i oo. into Coile and Cuuniffghame ,co 
teepetfhe Jnbdbirants intheirobedienoe f to EogJand % wtfwsoof when Sir 
ttoms 'ZHw^^fhadtnotice, and.knrcnVtngsthe way jbyn^frch,tbcy-£nuft^o 
•HRatiollftfachanacteAV»y;)!hefly ihKi»%aight footd dretJvyeane^womiari- 
ftiefe/asdliedtederfbord^ accompanied with fome ^o.^choicCiiitcfL-, ’find 
dM^dfin^np ofca>fuddoft,trc SvJfotip was awar%^heyriQu«ed<hi^mcn, 
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ind chafed himfelfe, who did efcape very narro w ly, for he left his fword 
with them, and fled alone to Kilmarnock and Kilwinnin, the reft back to 
Bothwell. This was before the battell of Lowdoun hill, where both the 
King and Sir fames were prefent, at which they defeated Sir Aymore Fa-* 

Itnct and 3000. men, they having onely 500. which Sir Aymore tookt fo 
to heart , that he retired himfelfe into England , where he gave over his 
charge of Warden, and never returned into Scotland againe with any 
command, except it were when the King came in perfon. The Englifll 
Chronicle fayes that the King difcharged Sir Aymore who was Earle of 
Penbrooke, and placed fohn de Britton in his office , and made him Earle 
of Richmond. Thefe particulars I cannot ghefle why they ihould have 
beene omitted by our Writers, being fo remarkable defeats , where dili- 
gence, dexteritie,and valour^ have beene ufed with wifedome and judge- 
ment. However, upon this withdrawing and departure of Sir Aymore Va- 
lence , King Robert being rid of the greateft danger , makes toward Inner- 
neffe, leaving Sir fames behinde him, to recover fuch places as were ftill 
in the enemies hands. He therefore getting him into Douglafdale , did 
ufe this ftratagem againft Thrufwall Captaine of the Caftle of Douglas, 
under the Lord Clifford: heecaufedfomeof hisfolkes drive away the 
cattell that fed neare unto the Caftle, and when the Captaine of the gar- 
rifon followed to refeue, gave order to his men to leave them, and to flee 
away. This he did often, to make the Captaine to flight fuch frayes,and 
to make him fecure, that he might not fufpeft any further end to be in it : 
which when he had wrought Efficiently ( as he thought ) he laid fome 
men in ambufeado , and lent others away to drive away fuch beafts as 
they ffiould finde in the view of the Caftle , as if they had bcentheeves 
and robbers, as they had done often before. The Captaine hearing of it, 
and fuppofing there was no greater danger now then had beene before; 
ifl'ued forth of the Caftle, and followed after them with fuch bafte, that 
his men (running who Ihould be firft ) were difordered and out of their 
ranks. The drivers alfo fled as faft as they could, till they had drawnethe 
Captaine a little beyond the place of the ambufeado ; which when they 
perceived, riling quickly out of their covert, fet fiercely upon him,and his 
companies and fo flew himfelfe, and chafed his men back to the Caftle, 
fome of which were overtaken and flaine, others got into the Caftle,and 
fo were faved *, Sir fames not being able to force the houfe , took what 
bootie he could get without in the ficlds,and fo departea.By this means,* 
and fuch other exploits, he fo affrighted the enemie, that it was counted 
a matter of great jeopardieto keepe this Caftle, which began to be called 
the adventurousCor bazrardous'iCaftle of Douglas : whereupon Sir fobrt 
Walton being in fuit of an,E,nglifh Lady, fhe wrote to him, that when he 
had kept the adventurousCaftle of Douglas feven yeares, then he might 
thinke himfelfe worthy to be, a futor to ner. Upon this occaflon Walton 
tooke upon him the keeping of. it, and fucceedea to Tbrnfioall, but he ran 
the lame fortune with the reft that were before him. * 

Fob fir fames', having firft drefled an ambufeado neare unto the place, 
jie maclft fourteen of his men take fo many facks,and fil them withgrafle, 
as though it had been corn, which they carried in the way toward La-- 
• ■ V nerikj 
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ncrikj the chief market town in that County : fo hoping to thaw forth 
the Captain by that bait, and either totake him, or the Caftle, or both. 

Neither was this expedition fruftlate, for the Captain did bite, and 
came forth to have taken this vidualKas hefuppofed.) But ere he could 
reach thefe carriers. Sir James with his company had gotten between 
the Caftle and him : and thefe diiguifed carriers, feeing the Captain fol- 
lowing after them /lid quickly cafe off their upper garments, wherein they 
had masked them (elves, and throwing off their fecks, mounted thera- 
felvcs on horfeback, and met the Captain with a (harp encounter, being 
ib much the more amazed, as it was unlooked for : wherefore when he 
few theft carriers metamorphofed into warriours,& ready to aflault him, 
fearing that which was, that there was ibme train laid for them, he turned 
about to have retired to the Caftle, but there aUb hee met with his ene- 
mies •, between which two companies, he and his whole followers were 
flaia, fo chat none e (leaped the Captain afterwards being fearched, 
they found (as it is reported) hismiftrefle letter about him. Then Hee 
went aod cooke in the Caftle, but it is uncettain(fey our writers) whether 
by force, or conapofition * but k feems that the ConftaWe,and thofe chat 
were within have yeelded kup without force *, in regard that hee ufed 
them fo gently, which he would not have done if he had taken it at utte- 
rance. For be lent them ail fefe home to the Lord Clifford, and gave them 
aUb prorifion and mony for their entertainment by the way. The Caftle 
which he bid burnt ondy before, now he razeth, and calls down the 
walls thereof to the ground. By theft and the like proceedings, within a 
droit while he freed Dougiarfdaie,' Attack forreft, and jedward forreft,of 
the Englkh garrifonsand fubje&son. 

But Tbtmts Randulph, ^Alexander Staart LordofBonckle, and Adam 
Gordon,} being Englized Scots, concluded to gather together their forces, 
andtoexpulfe him out of thofe parts. Now k fell foow,th#t Sir James, 
intending to lodge at a certain houfeupon the water of Line, and being 
come hither for that purpofe, by chance all thefe three were lodged m 
the feme hoofe before he came, which drew on a skirmilh betwixt them, 
in which Alexander Stum Lord of Bonckle, and Thomas Randolph, were 
taken prifoners, and Adam G or done faved himfelf by flight. Tnispeece 
offervke wasofnofmail importance, in regard of the good fervice 
done to the Jong by Thomas Randolph, both while the Xing bvedyand af- 
ter his death wtmWwksaQgQfl^Wwchall may be aferibedto Sir James, 
who conquered Kmdmtfh trthtUagsftde. With thefe his prifoners he 
went into the North, as ferre asthe Memes, where he met the King re- 
turning from Innerndfe, of whom he was heartily welcomed, both fo* 
bis owne fake, curd becaufe he had brought him his Nephew Randolph, 
whom the King did chide exceedingly. And he again reproved the Xing 
out of Ids youthfuluefle and raih humour, as though hedid defend the 
Crcnvne by flying, and not by fighting •, wherefore hee was committed 
r to prifon, thereafter pardoned •, and being made Earle of Murray, he vm 
iraployed in the Kings fervice. This is related in the Jmwboqk, and 
hath nothing fabulous or improbable in it : and therefore k ought not to 
beJigbted: Especially feeing, a$ I am informed, the Book was penned 
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by a man of good knowledgeand learning, named mafter $ohn Barbour^ 
Archdeacon of Aberdene* for which work he had a yearely penfion ooc 
ofthe Exchequer during his life, which he gave to the Hofpitall of that 
Towne, to which it is allowed and paid (till in our dayes. He lived in the 
reigne of David the fecond fanne, and fhcceffour to King Robert Brace. 

Sir J-ames was with the Kiiig at Inverourie (ten miles from Aberdene) 
again fafohn Cummine Earle of Buchan, who was there defeated on Afcen-* 
lion day, in the yeare i $o8.Fr0m thence Sir ^ames went with him when 
he recovered Argyle * the Lord whereof bad once corned in to the King,' 
but was now revolted to the Englilb fide. And likewife at many more 
joumeyes and roads, both in Scotland, and England, Sir ^ames did ever 
more accompany him v 

In the year 1513. hee tookeih the Caftieof Roxburgh, called then 
Marchmouth/whileft the King was bufie about Dura frees, Lanrick, Aire* 
and others * and while SirTkomas Randulpb was lying at the Caftieof 
Edinburgh.* Themanner of his taking of it was thus* about Shrovetide 
which is a time offeafting and revelling, he with fixty more, haviiig co-* 
vered their armour with black, that they might not be difeovered by the 
glittering thereof, went in the foreriight toward the Caftle*& when they 
came nearetoit they lay albng, and crept upon their hands, and Feet, 
through a bulhie piece of ground, till they were come clofeto the foot of 
the wall. Thofe that did Watch upon the Caftle wall efpied them * but 
the night being dark, and by teafon of their creeping they tooke them to 
have been cattell : for they at the foot of the wall heard the watchmen, 
(there being two of them) faying the One to the other, my neighbour 
fuch an one ( naming him by his name) meatls to make good chearto 
night, that he hath no care of his cattell, but leaves them thus in the 
fields all the night : to whom the other replied, hee may make good 
Chear this night, but if the Douglas come at them, he will fair the worfe 
hereafter* and with this-difeourfe they Went theirway . Sir tfames and 
his men having heard this conference, were very well pleafed withall,and 
glad to be fo miftaken : theydaddered the Walls with ladders of cords, 
made by one Simon of the Leadhoufe, who was alfo the firft thac ad ven- 
tured to fcale with them hirtifelf alone, both to trie how they would 
hold unbroken; ar|d to view what guard and watch was kept above. The - 
man that flood fentinall law him well enough, but becaufe there were net 
more with him, he gave no alarum, but flood watching to have catched 
him on the top of the ladder, thinking to hive knockt him down, or to 
have tumbled him headlong over the wall: but the other prevented die 
danger, and leaping in nimbly upon him ere he was aware, ftabbed him 
with a knife, ana threw him over the wallamongft hisfellowes,to whom 
he called to make hafle up, alluring them the coaftwas dear : but ere 
they could come up, another of the watch coming about , and perceiving 
a man (landing on the wall, made towards him, but Simon diftwtehed 
him alfo. Ana now the reft of his companions were got up alfo, who ' 
inarching towards the hali, they found the Englilh at their Inroving, eat-^% 
ing, and drinking, and piping, and dancing. They entredthehall,he had 
but eafic work of it, to do with them what he lifted, being raoft of them 
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drunkr, and all of them unarmed : Onely the Captain ( <Guillaum.de f< 'ta- 
mes} fled into the great tower being dangeroufly hurt with) the (hot of in 
arrow, where be remained fafe all that night, . hot the next morning hee 
yedded hknfelf becaufe of hi? wound, upon condition that his lifefhoukl 
be fife, and his perfdn fafely fee cm Englifh ground, which was willing- 
ly granted, and faithfully performed. But bee lived not long after, his 
wound being deadly and uneurable. 

Thus was the wheel of worldly affairs ( which men call fortune) fo 
whirled about by the King, and his partners, that in this yeare 131 j.be* 
ing the feavateh from hia Coronation, and the fifth or fixth from the 
banning of the courfe of his victories, there was not one ftrength re- 
maining in the pofTeffion, pr power of the Englifh, fawe Dumhartane 
Gaftfe (which was afterward yeeided up by fehn CKouteetb upon com- 
pofieion) and Stirling, which at thisprefent was befieged by Edward 
Bruce the Kings brother. T a relieve Stirling, and to raifethe fiege thereof, 
King Edward the fecond came in proper perfon, and thereon infued the 
bactell of Bannockburn \ a batpellXpt&mousand memorable, as few the 
like have happehedtfMmya^f where there were two Kings nsefent, the 
pdsio gsseet, andthodefeat to notable. The Englifh King did bring into 
the fiddall that he was able to make, not onely of Englifh, hut of his be- 
Jrondfea dominions^ neither ofthofe that were tusownc Subjects onely, 
but bee was. alfo aided and affvfted by his friends and confederates, in. 
Flanders, Holland, Zeland^ Brabant, Picardif, Gakony, Normandy, 
Guicn, BuUonaivaad Bordeaux % of theft and his owne Couiureymen,- 
he bad mall 150000. fighting men^to place them in the middle number, 
which tome fay was but hal/the number, and that he had 300000 of the 
whole, in equall proportion^ foot and horfedutendiag to have extermi- 
nated the whole nation of Scots, withfo confident a preemption of vi- 
dkary , chat he brought with him a Carmelite frier ( a Poet according to 
the time) to com mil his triumphs to writing : he was defeated by 3000a 
or 350oonithemnft (asaUs^ec) and thatin aplain and open field, 
where there was. (lain of his men 50009.. It was fought the a* of 
June, 1314. wi 

, Sir fames being peefent at this BatteU , f did carry bimfelfe fo before 
tftt fightdftthe figbt,and after k, as that htsbehaviour is not to be {Light- 
ly flipped over with* dry foot ( aswc fay) but particularly to he noted, 
both, tor bn owne honour (toe it is indeed worthy of perpetuall honour 
and praife>«d tor apatteme to be followed by others, especially by all 
fuck as tot their hearts and minds to follow vertueywd to feck true doty, 
which arifeth from venue. Before the batteli , we hive hiskindoefle^ 
love, and care of hk friend) or (as tome will have him to be) hia emulous. 
Competitor , joined with true magnamawtie in his demeanour towards 
T homos iawdulfh fqr King Robert having feat Rattdulfk with 500. horfo 
to.oppofo the JuQrd Clifford vt#b. goo. who was making toward the Ca- 
► foe of Stirling * Sir fames carefullfor his friend in refpedt ©(this ads. ia 
.^number Jfeft very orderly fought leave of the. Kiug to go to his foccimtw 
but after the King, had sefufcd him , be went leave •> which: 

though it wok a^kinde of breach qfmitoy, /jyijumc » yet it foewes 
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bow dearly he lov^dthe man, that for his fake he would thus tranfgrefle 
the order of the warre, and to take his hazzard of the Kings difpleafure, 
rather then to forfake him in this great danger, as he took it to be. And 
as he fhewed his love andkindnefle in this fa vertue of great price , and 
greatly to be commen<ded)fo did he alfo his madeftie,courtefie,and mag- 
nanimitiefall three concurring in one fad, and much more commendable) 
in chat hee feeing his friend to have the better of the enenrie,ftood aloofe 
as a fpedator, for fenre to impaire his glory in that vidorie , by being a 
fharer with him therein. Weake mindes feeke to participate of other 
mens glory, and for want of worth in themfelves thruft in with otlrers. 

Bafe and meane fpirits are wont to leflenand diminifli the addons of o- 
thers, becaufe they have no hope to eqwall them. Malignant difpofitions 
envie them, and approve of nothing but what is their owne , and would 
have it thooght that they onety are able to do all things, and that none 
beftdes them can do any thing. As thefe vices were here farre from this 
man, fo (hould they be as farre from all others : and as the contrary ver- 
tues did fhine in him , fo let them alfo doe in us. And thus he behaved 
himfelfe before the Battell. 

In che Batcell he with Bamdidfh had the leading of the Vantguard, 
wherein he difeharged himfelfe fo well, that for his good fervice he was 
knighted in the field. This honour in thofedayes was. given- for defert, 
and was a badge and feale of valour, not of favour or riches , as now it is 
for the moft part : neither was ic fb ordinary and common as now it is, 
and by commonneffe proftitute as it were, and dif-efteemed 1 . But that ic 
was in great efteemcof old it appeaa es by this, that notwithstanding this 
mans predeceflburs, and himfelfe adfb (as his evidencs do witnefle) were 
Barons and Lords, yet he thinks it no disparagement to be knighted , and 
did choofe rather to be known and defrgned by that title, than 1 the other 5 
fo as he was commonly called Sir zfanw Doug Us, rather then Lord Dou- 
glas. And indeed we have found tike even Princes and Kings- have taken 
uponthem this order, not as any dkmmstion- of their place , but an addi- 
tion of honour, feeing by it they we re received into the number andranfc 
of military men and Warriours-, their other titles fhewing more their do- 
minion and power, or place, then thek valourand courage. Wherefore 
we reade how Edvard Prince of Wales was knighted when- he was fent 
again ft King Bruce r So Kmythcteoon&, being then Prince of England,- 
received the honour ofKnigiiichood hom David King of Scotland, his 
grand Ulncle^s from one that was thebeft and worthieft man in his time. 

Then ic was that he cooks his oach , thacheftoould never take froiwrhe 
Crownc of Scotland^ the€ountiesof NortliumberJand,Weftmoreiand, 

Cumberland , and Huntingdon Thiscremonievvas performed: vvith- 
great foletnnitie and pomp inithote dayes,as>our Writers obferv<i: fo’ho- 
nourable was it then •, and of late ic was thought fo coo: for the Earle: 
of Clanr ikart(chiefe of the Bonds imtneland)having done a- piece of no- , s 

table fcrvieeoo Queene at thefiege: of Kinfoiie , and at an en- ^ > 

counter betvvene the Lord Deputies A'pmy. with the Irith Rebels , was 
knighted; by the Lord Monijo^ them Generali Lieurenunc for ohe'Qjueene. 

Neicher fliould any abufb difciedit ic now.- Mov can ic diminitlt Glut 

~ honour*- 
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honourablenefle thereof id our Sir famts,vi ho is able to hondut it rather 
by his worth. 

After the battell he is as diligeiit(as he was both diligent and valorous) 
in it. This is a vercue which hath been wanting in great Commanders* 
and hath been marked as a great defedt in them. It was told Hanmball 
that great Carthaginian to his Bice : Thou canft obtain, but not ufe a vi- 
ctory, nor profecute it to thy beft advantage. Sir fames d id not to, but as 
farre as he was able, with fuch companies as hee could gather together, 
and with as much fpeed as was poiuble for him, hee followed King-E^-* 
ward to have done him fervice, though his hither Edward the firft would 
have none of it, and fet it at nought. But he was goneere S ir fames fer-r 
vice came to the beft : Now hee would gladly have fhownc what it was 
worth to his tonne and fucceflour ( the fecona Edward) in moft humble 
fort, though it had been to have pulled offhis boots. ( no queftion ) but 
his Majeftie had no mind to ftay for him, who notwithftanding made all 
the hafte he could to have overtaken him, and followed him with foure 
hundred horfe more then fourty miles from Bannockburne,to Dumbarre 
Caftle, into which hee was received, and to efcaped. ‘The next was to. 
wait upon him in his waytoBerwicke, which he did $ but the King no- 
thing well pleafed with the fervice hee had done, and expe&ing rather 
worfe then better, feeing his importunity, and that other wayes he could 
not be rid of him, went by fea to Berwicke in a fmall fifhers boat or two, 
with a very thinne train to attend him.-not unlike unto Xerxes who a little 
before was to proud of his huge army, is now become the fcorne of his 
contemned ana threatned enemies, afpe&acle of pride, and an example 
of prefumptuous confidence unto all ages. Wee told before hovv his fa- 
ther had driven King Robert and Sir fames to the like fhifts and ftraits,but 
theirs was not to lhamefull. A Chriftenmafle feaft may be quit at Eafter, 
fayes our Proverb, which they do here verefie by this requitall : And 
this was all the fervice Sir fames could do to King Edward at this time : 
but afterwards vve fhall hearc what fervice he fhall do, if not to himfelf, 
yet to his tonne, Edward the third, at Stanhop Parke tome few yeares af- 
ter this. 

In the mean time let us behold our Scots, enjoyfng there renowned 
and honourable viftory, which cannot bee denied to have been fuch, nor 
cannot be by envy it felf. Their fpoil and prey was great and rich, their 
prifoners many, and their rantomes proportionable. The Queen (King 
Roberts wife) was reftored by exchange, and for her an Englilh No- 
bleman fet free without ranfome : And as their joy was great, and their 
gaining not fmall, to was both the grief of the Englilh, their fhame and 
their lodes. Their were (lain of note in the field 200 Knights, together 
with the Earle of Glocefter, and Sir Giles of Argentine ( whofe death 
was lamented by King Robert very much) and of prifoners very nereas 
many, of which the chief were the Earle of Hanford, who fled to Both- 
well, and was received by Sir Gilbert Grlbafion captain thereof, . ( as the 
Braces booke fayes) Sir fohn Segrave , fohn Clatt engrave ( perhaps Catte- 
gravt) William Latimer , Sir Robert Northbrooke (Lord keeper of the broad 
leal) and Sir Ralph Mortimer , who had married the Kings lifter. Mortimer 
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was diinicted ranfome-free, and obtained the Kings broad Seale at Bract s 
hands. Theft and many other prisoners of divers nations thusdifmifled, 
areas many wwnetfesofthe Scoctifh valour in dhe fight^and oftheirmild- 
neflfe and bumanitie after it, who ufed thefe their fb fpighcfull enemies no 
■worie , who if they had overcome , would have ufed another landeof 
cruelty , as they had both determined and threacned onto them . 

Amongft other Forreiners s there were two Holland Knights, who be- 
ing m King Edwtrh Army before the battett » and hearing the bravery 
and brags of the Engli(h,and their fpightfail railings agamw King Xtbrrf, 
had wimed him good lock. Theft were tamed out of the Englifh Camp, . 
and fent unto the Scoctifh * bidden in (come to go and fight with them 
whom they wilhed fo well, with a price fet upon their heads to him that 
(hodd either kill or take them prifoners inthebattell. Their heads never- 
vhelefle were fafe> and themftlves did partake of the good fortune they 
had wifhed * and when they came home into their owne Countrey, they 
bade a lodging, naming it Scotland* upon which they fet up the Scoctifh 
A rmes, and King Bebcrts ftacue in Antwerp * as a monument of chat no- 
table vi&orie * which remained there many yeares after. The Carmelite 
alfb changed his note, finging their vi&orie whole overthrow became 
to let forth* and c haunting their difcomfiture,whofc praifes in was hired 
toprockime. Thus he began his Dkty. 

Dt planch c*d« metrttm am carmine noth, 

MLiytm dctmfa) dam tali thematt lade. 

In English thus* 

With barren verfe this mournfull rime I make. 

And am but koght at,while luch theme I take. 

let us hot confiderthe meanes and Wayes of both fides,we fhal findd 
-on the one fide confidence of their power, aid a contempt and flighting 
of the enemie, which ftldome falls well, becaufefrom thence there ari- 
feth commonly floth, negligence, drforder,and confiifion * on the other 
fide we may fee carcfulncfle, diligence, order, and exhortation, all poffi- 
ble meanes ufed both humane and divine : wifedome joyned with religi- 
on, and prayer, and what pious formes Were then in ofe. They digged 
trenches and ditches, whichthey covered with gre^ne turfe, for the hone- 
men to fall into, and did knit together arid twm as it werea net of erode 
ropes to entangle the footmen : 'which ftratagems being feconded with 
true courage, refolution, and valour of the common fomaiers and Com- 
manders^ogether with the device of thrift that wtfrefttto keepthebag- 
gage,the fculs,and grooms, who made fhowes and rimfters,os if they had 
heene another armie ( of their owne head, without the dirtftion of any ) > 

werethechiefe meanes of the viftorie. Tor the firft was the overthrow 
ofthemen at armes, and barbed hqrfes , andtheftcond the bane of th«^ 
middle bartell of the EngBfli,who feeing this trap lard forthem,fled pre- 
fcntly , artd turned their backs. Bat above afl 'thefe , the principal! and 
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prime eaiife was-even the Lord of hofts, who guided all thefc , arid gave 
fuccefle unto them. Let no mortall man ever think other of any his enter- 
prifes, or that any man, however wife, provident, or valorous , can ufe 
his wifedome, providence, or valour, or whatever other vcrtue he hath, 
to any purpofe,or fuccesfally, unlefle it be given him in the very inftanc 
of ufing it- A leflon much inculcat,but little learned * often approved by 
experience, but feldoroe marked, or foone forgotten at leaft little ap- 
pearing by our pradlice,and which doth produce no other effedl but a lu- 
perficiall acknowledgement, knd flender confeflion thereof. 

1 5 t 5 . But to returne to our Douglas : though the King himfelfe did thus e- 

Kiny; Robert fcape his fervice , yet out of all doubt he hathbeene imployed againft 
ftw cinirt- his fubje&s, feeing our Hiftorians doc tell us, that after this battell there 
were divers incuruons made into England, for which they never ftirred , 
but fate quiet for 2. or 3. yeares : howbeit there are no particulars fee 
downe. 

In the yeare 1316. King Robert Bruce went into Ireland to fupport his 
brother- Edward Bruce made King of Ireland •, and K'mgEdward of Eng- 
land thinking this a fit opportunity for him to be revenged on the Scots, 
did levie a great Armie, and came to the borders of Scotland, hoping to 
doe fome notable exploit now in the Kings abfencc. But many things 
faile that are intended, and princes as well as others may be difappointed 
of their purpofes, and fruftrate of their hopes . It feemes he had forgot- 
ten , or not well confidered what a Lieutenant he had left behinde him, 
and how good a fecond Sir J-amts had alwayes beene to his mailer the 
King. But howbeit he knew it not perhaps, or would not take any notice 
of him, yet King Robert knew it full well , -and put fuch truft and confi- 
dence in his well knowne worth and fufficiencie,that he durft go abroad 
out of his owne Kingdome, and hazzard himfelfe and the flower of the 
youth in Ireland, concrediting the Countrey unto his care and conduct, 
leaving him Governour in his abfence , and entailing the Crowne unto 
-him next unto Thomas Randulph,by making him Prote&our of the young 
King during his minority, if he himfelfe fhould happen to die in th^ 
voyage, as the blacke booke of Scone doth witneffc. And indeed Sir 
5 pomes did not deceive the Kings expedition and truft , neither did King 
Edward finde him afleepe, but watchfull and diligent in his charge, as be- 
came a good Governour : for he railed an Army to give him battell, and 
put both him and his people to flight, flew three notable Captains with 
his owne hand. Sir Eaward Li How a Gafcoine, Captaine of Berwick o- 
thers call him Callock , and fay that he was flaine at the refeue of a bootie 
which he had taken in the Merle and Tivedale * which narration agreetji 
. with the Bruces booke, which calls him Edmond de Callock. The fecond 
was Sir Robert NeviU , and the third a Nobleman whom they doe not 
name , onely they fay that Sir fames flew him with his owne hand : buc 
e the Bruces Jbooke calls him fahn de Richmond , and layes he flew him in 

* Jcdward Forreft, in the miaft of his Armie , Sir fames having very few 
with him, not above iiftiehorfe, and fome Archers, in a ftrait Cleughoj* 
Valley, betweene two hills, whichhc had of purpofe taken as a place of 
advantage*, and tying together the young birk trees by their boughs in 
• ’ ' • the 
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the way by which the Englifh were to pafle , the horfemen being entan- 
gled in the thickets,he fet upon them and defeated them.From hence it is 
that tome thinktheEarls of Douglas and Angus have flakes & rice in their 
CoatofArmes •, yet fuch points of Heraldrie are hard to interpret and 
give a reafon for them. This Was the fecond peece of fervice that he did 
to King Edward himfelfe (fay fbme others) but others fay that thfe King 
was not there in perfon * butfent a great Army commanded by divers 
Captains, with whom Sir fames fought in three feverall battells,at three 
fundry times, and flew all their Chieftains, with moft part of their com- 
panies. Others againeaffirme that in every one of thofe battels hfe flew 
the Commander with his owne hand in fight of both Armies, the which 
whatsoever way it was, the viiftorie was notable and glorious; And thus 
did he governe in the Kings abfence. 

He had beene a good fubjed before when the King was prefent , now 
we fee how well he govemes when he is abfent, and at his retiime laying 
downe his authoritie, and returning to his former fubje&ion , he proves 
as good a companion and colleague unto Thomas Raadulph (then made 
Earle of Murray )with whom the King did joyne him for the p'rofecuting 
of the warres. It is feldome found that thefe vertues are fo happily link- 
ed together in one perfon, abilitie to goveme, and willingnefle to be fub- 
ordinate,and obey •, excellencie of parts, and patient enduring ofan equall 
and companion. I have often obferved and admired it in thefe two ( the 
ground whereof feemes chiefly to have beene in Sir fames his love and 
modeftie, as we obferve irt his carriage towards this man at Bannock- 
bume) that in all their joynt-fervices, being equall in authority, and both 
commanding in chiefe, we never heare of any queflion, controverfie, of 
debate, of any grudging or heart-burning betweehe them, but find them 
jever agree and concurre , without anydifiention or variance, with one 
heart and minde f as if they had beene one man ) in all bufinefle what® 
fbver. 

Their firft afTociation(afterthe Kihgs returne-out of Ireland)was when 
they went and burnt Northallerton and Burrowbrigs , and fpoyled Rip- 
pon, where they fpared the Church , oncly they caufed thofe that fled 
thither to.pay 5000. marks flerling to be free. They burnt alfo Scarbo- 
rough towne, and hearing that the people had fled into the woods with 
their goods and cattell , they went ana fearched them out , and brought 
away a great bootie. Then returning home by Skipton in Craven , they 
fpoylid the T owne , and after burnt it without refinance, This was in 
:he ycare 1 3 1 8. in May ; 

The next was in the year following. 1 3 19. wheh King Edward hiving 
gathered an army lay before Berwick. Thefe two eritred England as- 
arre as Milton, which is within 1 a. miles of York,where the Archbifhop 
►f Y orke, and the Bifhop of Ely Chancellour, made head againft them ; . * 

ra which conflid there were foure thoufand Englifh flain,amongft whom ^ 
vas the Major of Y orke, and a thoufand drowned in the water of Swail, ' 
nd if the night had not conie intoofoon, the battell being joyned in 
he afternoon, few or none of them had efcaped as it is thought. It is cal- Tfie 
:d the battell of Milton or Swail, or the white battell, became there were butcU. 

O a number 
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a number of Priefts (lain ac it, belike they have been apparelled in their 
furplices. 

HoUirtfhedin his Chronicle of England, relateth the manner how it 
was done: He fayes that as the Englifh men parted over the water of 
S wale, the Scots fet fire upon certain ftacksofhay, thefmoke whereof 
was fo huge, that the Englifh might not fee where the Scots lay. And 
when the Englifh were once gotten over the water, the Scots came upon 
them with a wing in good order of battell in fafhion like to a fhield, ea- 
gerly afTailing their enemies who were eafily beaten down, and difcom- 
fitea. Many were drowned by reafon that the Scots had gotten betwixt 
the Englifh and the bridge, fo that the Englifh fled betwixt that wing of 
the Scots, and the main battell, which had comparted about the Englifh 
on the one fide, as the wing did upon the other. The King of England 
informed of this overthrow, brake up his ficge incontinently, and retur- 
ned to Yorke, and the Scots home into their Countrey of Scotland. 

Their third expedition was that fame yeare at Hallowtide, when the 
Northern borders of England had gotten in their comes, and their bams 
were well fluffed With grain, which was their provifion for the whole 
yeare. They entred England and burnt Gilfland, tooke divers prifoners, 
and drave away all the cattell they could finde. Then they went to 
Brough under Stanmoore, and returned by Weftmooreland, and Cum- 
berland, with great booty and fpoil, none offering to make head againft 
them. 

The fourth was in the yeare 132s. when the King of England grieved 
withthefeinvafions, having complained to the Pope, had purchased % 
Legateto be fentinto Scotland, to admonifh King Robert to defift from 
further difquieting the Realme of England, and becaufe he would not o- 
bey, he with Sir fames Douglas^ and Thomas Randulph^ were accurfed by- 
the two Cardinalls, the Archbifhop of Canterbury, and York, and all 
the Priefts in Eneland, every day thrice at Marte. Thefetwo, Sir James 
Douglas and Raniulph (Come fay the King himfelf) following the Legate 
at-the heels fas it were) entred England, little regarding their curlings, and' 
Wafted the Countrey to the Redcrorte, and coming to Darlington at the 
feaft of Epiphanie, flayed there a while for gathering of booty, anddtf- 
lfroying the Countrey : The Lord Douglas on the one hand,and the Lord 
Stuart of Scotland on the other t, the one going towards Hartelpool and 
Caveland,and the other towards Richmond. The inhabitants of Rich- 
mond-Afire, having no Captains to defend them, gave a great fummeof 
money (as at other times they had done) to have their Countrey laved 
from fire and fpoil. Thefe adventurers flayed 15. dayes in England, and 
returned without battell. It is faid that the Knights of the North came 
to the Duke of Lancafter, then lying at Pomphrec, and offered to go into 
, thefield with him againft the Scots, but he refufed * whether by reafon 
of the difeord between him ami K. Edward, or for fome other occafion I 
~~ know not. 

At this time it is, that the King gives to Sft 5 tames Douglas a bounding 
Charter of Douglafdale, dated apod Bervitum fuper Tuedam attno Regal 
mflrt Jeeimo qaittto, which is either the yeare z 320 .or 1321. the firft of 

April. 
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April. It bears Jacobo eU Douglas, filio & haredi Gulielmi Douglas, mifU 
tis, which decides the queftionofhisage, and his brother Hughes, who 
outlived Sir fames 1 2 . Or 1 3 . year's, and calls himfelf his heire, as Hull be 
fliowne. It hath alfo this claufe, Volumus infuper, &c. wee will alfo, and 
grant for us and oUr heires, that the laid fames and his heires ih'all havfe 
the faid lands free, ab omnibus prifiis, fy petitionibus quibufcunquc it a quod 
mllus minifirorum noftrorum in aliquo ft intromitfat infra diet as divifas nifi 
tant urn de articulis fpectaliter ad corondm no fir am pertinent ibus. 

To return, King Edward conceived fuch difeontent, arid was fo grie- 
ved at this fo wading of his Kingdome, that he gave order to levie an 
army of 100060. to enter Scotland at Lammas : whereof K. Robert be- 
ing advertifed, entred England neare to Carlile 5 and burnt fome towns 
which belonged to King Edwards own inheritance, fpoyled the Mona- 
ftery of Holme, where his fathers corps were interred* Hither the Earle 
of Murray , and Sir fames Douglas came to him with another army, 
whereupon marching further Southward, they came to Prefton in An- 
dernefle, and burnt all thattowne alfo, except the Colledge of the Mino- 
rites. This was fourefcore miles within England from the Borders of 
Scotland. Then they returned with thetr prisoners and booty to Carlile, 
where they ftayed fome fourteen dayes, wafting and deftroying all about 
with fire and fword 5 and fo they returned into Scotland on Saint fames 
day, having remained within England three weeks, and three dayes j with- 
out any oppofition or refiftance. 'They were not long at home when K; 

Edward entred into Scotland with his army, and paffed'to Edinburgh, but 
for want of vi&ualls (which were conveyed out of the way ofpurpofe 
by King Roberts command and diredtion)he was forced to make a retreat,- 
and goe home the way he came,havirig difehargedhis choller with what 
he could meet with in his return. But heewas quickly followed by the 
two Colleagues, Sir fames and Randulph,vrho entred England, burnt The k, tte ir 
North- AUerton, with other townes and villages as farre as Y orke ; and of BUUnA 
overtaking the King at the Abbey of Biland, gave him battell, and de- 
feated him. There was taken fohn Britton Earle of Richmond, who had 
alfo the Eatkdome of Lancafter : he being ranfomed for a great fumme 
Of money, pitfled over into France, where he remained, and never came 
back again into England. The Englifh Chronicle to excure this defeat; 
layes the blifhfe hereof updri Andrew Bar keley Earle of Carlile, whom 
(they fay) Sit f amts DoUglas corrupted with money, upon which pretext Htr ^' 
Ear keley was ing ( good Gentleman ) to cover other mens 

faults . It doth me good to heare Matter fohn tMajOr anfwer the Englifh 
W riters in his round and fubftantiall manner ; It is but a dream (faith he) 
and fpoken without all Iikelihood,for neither were the Scots ever fo flufh 
and well ftored with moneyes as to corrupt the Englifh, neither was that , 

the cuftome of good Sir fames Douglas , a valiant Warriour, who did * 
what he did, not with gold but with another mettell, fharpe fteele. The^^ 

Earle of Carlile alfo died without confeffing any fuch thing. Some write 
that King Robert was there in perfon,but it is more likely that he was not; 
but font thefetwo, of whom we have fpoken : however,if he were there* 1 
thefe two were with him. At this battcA Sir f ames tooke three French 

G 2 Knights^ 
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Knights, Robert Bertram, William Bart or home , Elje Anyallage, with their* 
vallats \ for whole relief the K. of France requested K. Robert, and hee 
willing to pleafure him, tran failed with Sir fames to give him for their 
ranfome foure thoufand markes ftarling, for payment of apart of which 
fumme, the K. giveth to him the next yeare appearently.J 
} Indict amenta Latraciniorum , & inifirationem eorundem in omnibus, in- 

fra omnes terras files fubferiptas : Scilicet infra, i . Baroniam de Douglas. 
2. Eorrefiiam nofiramde Selkirk, de qua efi officiartus mficr. 3. Confiabu- - 
larium de Lauder io. q, Eorrefiiam de fedworth cum Benjedworth. 5 . Baroniam 
de Bathcrervle. 6 . Boroniem de Wefter-Calder. 7 . Baroniam de Stabilgorthane* 
8. Baroniam de Romanok. Then in general!, Et infra fuas terras quafeunque, 
infra regnum nofir urn, cum pertiwntibus, quas de nobis tenet in capite. 

Jhen followes the Privelledge, 

Etfialiqui de hominibut fuis, infra predictas terras, fuerint judicati per fas- 
fiitiarium pofirum •, volwnus quod dictus Jacobus, dr Jreredes fui, & serum 
m/rfiftri bfieant L,iberationem , dr liber am eorundem minifirattonem,falvis no- 
bis , & haredsbus nofir is omnibus aliis particulis ad homicidium & coronam no - 
sir am pertinentibus, Tenenda , & habenda predict a indict ament a, cum admj-- 
tufirafiofie eorundem, & cum omnibus liber tatibus commoditatibus ad Predicts 
indie lament a, & adminifirationem eorundem pertinentibm , prefato Jacobo, 
f jrheredfbus fuis in feudo & her edit ate in perpetuumde nobis & heredtbsss 
nofiru. • 

V damns infuper fr concedimus pro nobis dr heredibus nofir issued pre fe- 
tus Jacobus (jr heredes fui, & eorum homines infra predictes terras menentes 
Libri fint infuturum , de feet is curie , de omnibus terns fupradictis, dr de War- 
dasfojhorum, nec non de omnibus prefis, talliagiis curiagiis dr ceptiombus qui* 
bufeunque ad opus nofirum, dp heredum nofirorum , falvo tantum commune 
auxilio pro defonfione regmnofiri contingents . 

Et u$ prefens charta robur frmttatis obtineat in perpetunm, manum ejuf- 
4 em Jacobi, annuls, cum quodam lapide qui dicitur f Emeraudu?) eidem Jaco- 
bs, & baredibui fuis nomine Safine inmemoriale permanfuro infuturum ex 
manu nofir a perjonaliter imieciimut. <^Apud Bervicum fuper Twedam octavo 
die menfis Novembris anno regni nqfiri none decimo x anno Domini - 1325. 

Then there is a precept directed to Bernard Abbot of Arbrothock,* 
Chancellour, to caufe make a Charter thereof under the broad leal, and 
deliver it to the laid fames. This. I thought good to let down in the own® 
words, becaufe of the Angularity, in that it is the promife of a King fui- 
' filled to his fubjeit, not for any proper debt, or money disburft, but for 
tfie ranfome ofptifoners, a It is lingular alfo in refpe# of the thing gi* 
yen. Incitements Immunities, Liberties and Privilcdges. 3. The forme 
and, manner of it is not ordinary, to hold in feudo, and inheritance with- 
# out any duty, or reddendo, as they fpeake . 4 And lafi of all; the manner 
ofinfeftmewt and feafingi not by earth and ftone, but by putting a ring 
on bis finger with the Kings owne hand, and thereby infefting both him- 
fell and his heifer (asitlhouJdfeem) in this one aftion without seicera^ 
tWg, All which things how oufLawyers will allow of ,cpnfid?tiog their 

formali- 
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formalities-,tnd what their opinion will be of the validitie hereof,! know 
not-,but we finde here plaine and ftpiare dealing, andhonourable meaning: 
whatsoever the fubtilties and quirks of Law be, we fee an upright and lo- 
ving Prince, a liberall and bountifull King, Willing to honour a princely 
loyall fubjcfl. 

This and the former Charter given foure yeares before , and fuch o- - 
thcrs as may be thought to have beene given after, to corroborate or in- 
creafe (perhaps) thefe freedomes and priviledges , is it whereunto Arch- 
ibald the fourth and his-fueceflbrs have leaned and trufted to, in contemn* 
ing Crighton and Levingflon , at what time they told them they would 
preferve their owne rights and priviledges, and Hot fuller them to be in- 
fringed. And this alfo hath beene the ground upon which the Bailies of 
William the eighth Earle , he being himfelfe in Italie , would not (lifter 
the Kings Officers to meddle with thefe priviledged things in his 
bounds, which men that know not their immunities particularly account 
treafon and rebellion : and to their enemies did terme it , to incenfe the 
King againft them . 

This battell at Bilahd was the laft piece of feryice that Sir fames did 
to Edward Carnarvan , Who having found fortune fo froward to him in 
Chance of warreagainft the Scots, was 1 thereby caught to doubt the tri- 
al! thereof any further, and therefore he feed for peace, which was con* 
eluded at Newcaflle to lift for certaine yeares. In this time of peace, al- 
though all occafion of Warlike ad ion was cut off, yet Sir fames was 
not idle, but did good offices for his King and Countrey. K. Robert did 
efteeme fo well of him , and had fq good opinion of his prudencie and 
fidelitie, and did fo confide in his love, that he entrufted and employed 
him in the greateft bufinefle that ever he could have to doe , which con- 
cerned no lefle than the fettling of his CnoWne, and his title to the king* 
dome, which Sir performed dexteroufly and happily. 

For being fent into France to fab* Baku l of Hcreource to procure his tougias fed* 
tefigning allticle and right to the Crowne in King Roberts favour, lie (ail- iiu " f« nce 
cd into Normandie, and having declared his COmmiffion, and delivered t0 M * L 
his meffage,he found Balliol very tnuftable, contrary to all mens expecta- 
tion-, for he plainly and ingenioufly confeffed chat he lutd been deferved- 
ly rej&Scd and debouted, being no wife ulefull nor profitable for the 
good of Scotland. He (aid like wife that it was Gods elpeciail and favou- 
rable providence, that had advanced K. Robert thereunto, and therefore 
he did not repine nor grudge, to fee the Kingdom® in the hands of his 
Con (in, by whofe high vertue, lingular felicity, and great travel!, k was 
reftored tothe ancient liberty, fplendout, and magnificence, but rather 
rejoyced thereat. And chiefly for that they by whom he was deceived* 
did not ih joy the hoped fruits of their fraud. And calling together his 
friends and kinlmen in prefence of them all, hee did freely reftgne unto ^ ' 

Robert, and to his heires, all right and title, that he, or any frdril, *©r by 
him, had or might have tothe Crown of Scotland renouncing all interefl ^ ' 
and clakftwhatfoeverthat could be alledged or pretended for anycaufe, 
ofconfidettlfort, from the beginning of the world unto that prefent day* 

This being done. Sir $ antes returned into Scotland. ThisKing Robert 

thought 
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thought fit to be done, not bccaufe his owne title was not good enough 
before, for it was good already and Efficient, and fo found to bee by a 
better judge then King Edward of England, to wit, the Eftates of the 
Realme,whoaretherighteft judges in controverfies of this nature, and 
who had power to have made it good, if it had not been fo,& might have 
helped any defeat that had been in it, feeing Bolliol by his owne fa& had 
difabled himfclf, by giving it over to King Edward, efpecially feeing it 
was prejudicial!, and againft the common liberty, and good of the King- 
dome, to accept of him who had betrayed thefe, and was not able to 
defend them. Wherefore King Robert being in pofleflion, and the King- 
dome being confirmed to him, and to his poftentie, he needed no further 
right from Bolliol : Notwithftanding of this, to cut away all pretences of 
quarrells and calumnies, that malicious men might fihmift thereabout 
afterwards, he thought good to have a renunciation from Balliol of his 
title, and confolidate that with his owne * whereupon efteeming none fit- 
ter for the purpofe then Sir pomes, as well for the honourable place he 
held, as for his Efficiency to difeharge the Commiflion, not without 
fome confederation of his kindred with Bolliol, by the houfe of Galloway: 
he laid the charge upon him, which he performed as we have heard. 

Sir pomes being thus returned out of France, King Robert being very 
glad that his bufinefle had fucceeded fo well,called a Parliament at Cam- 
buskenneth, in the which the right of fucceflion to the Crowne was re- 
newed to King Roberts heirs, and namely ( failing his fonne David ) to 
(JWarjorie Bruce his daughter, and Robert Stuart his fonne. This the No- 
bility did ena&, and confirme by oath in the yeare (i 3 2 5 . or 132 6.) and 
before the fending of Sir pomes Douglas, as fome Authours record. 

Not long after King Robert fellfick, and partly for that caufe, partly 
in regard or his age, not being able to ride abroad and endure travel him- 
felf,he committed the managing of all bufineffe of weight both in peace 
and wane to the two Friends and Colleagues, Sir pomes znd Randolph, 
two of the mod noble Knights, and braveft Captains that were in their 
dayes, as our Writers do fay. And now Edward the fecond was dead, and 
Edward the third had fucceeded to him, to whom Sir pomes labourcthto 
doasgoodfervice, as he had done to his father. This Edward fent Am- 
bafladours to King Roftcrtxo treat of peace, but being difeovered to have 
no fincere meaning, and deal fiauafully, in ftead of peace they carried 

home warre. So due preparation being made on both (ides, our two 
Commanders aiTembledto the number of 20000. all horfe men : ('fome 
fay 20000. horfe, and 5000. foot') and entred into England with refo- 
lationnotto fight but at their advantage andpleafure, which was the 
reafon they took all or moil part horfe men,and few or no foote men. A- 
gainftthefe King Edward came in perfon with a great Army of 100000. 
men, (as Froyfard writes) 80000. norfe, 24000. archers, having brought 
T with him the Lord Beaumont out of the Low- Countries with7po.or 5 00 
••horfe. TheEngliih foiildiers of this Army were cloathed in coats, and 
hoods, embroydered with flowers and branches, and did ufe to nourifh 
their beards * wherefore the Scots in derifion thereof, made this rime, 
and faftned it upon the Churcb^oore of Saint Peter in the Canongatc, 
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beards hdrtlefie, printed hoods mtlefe,gdy coat gracelejje, make England thrift- 
ieffi. He fortified the Townes of Carlile and Berwick, and furniflied them 
With men to ftay the Scots paffages. But they little regarding either his 
fortifications, or his forces, palled the water of- Tine at knowne Foords, 
and made Him firft know or their arriVall by fmoake and fire : Whereup- 
on putting his men in order , he marched dire&ly towards thole placed 
that were fmoaking , to have given them battell *, but not finding them 
there, and not knowing how to force them to fight, his refolution was to 
pafle Tine, and there to entercept them at their returne,and to give them 
battell in thofe fields where the ground was more levell and even, and fo 
fitter for his Armie. Thither then he goeth with great trouble and tur- 
moiling both of men and horle, by reafon of the great raine that fell , as 
alfo for fcarcitie of viduatl •, and after he had lien there eight dayes wait- 
ing for them, he could heare no newes of them : wherefore he chofe out 
about fixteene able young men, whom he lent abroad intothe Countrey 
to fearch for them, promifing a great reward to him that Ihould firft 
bring him word where they were. They having roaved up and downe 
the Countrey , at laft one of them fell into the hands of the Scots , who 
when he had told how K . Edward had lent him to learch for them , they 
let him goe, and withall bid him tell the King, that they had beene eight 
dayes as uncertain of him, as he had bin of them, and that now they were 
come within 3. miles of him, where they would ftay for him, and abide 
him battell, being as defirousto fight as he was. When the young man 
told the King this, he was rewarded with Knigthood , being made fuclt 
by his owne hand ♦, and befides that he got 150. pound land to maintain 
his dignity. Then he gave order that his Army Ihould march towards 
them •, but when they came neare,they found them fo ftronlgy encamp- 
ed upon a hill, having fteepe rocks at the one fide , and a river on the o- 
ther, called by Holltnjhed the water of Weire , that they durft not adven- 
ture to affoile them at fo great difadvantage : wherefore they ftnt a tttufl* 
pet to them, and defired them to come downe to the plaine ground , and 
10 to fight with true vertue, for honour and empire, and not to fit On Ad 
tops of the hils, where no body could come at them. The Scotsurifwer- 
ed with derifion,that they would not fight how and when it pleated their 
enemie, but at their owne pleafure •, telling him withall , that they were 
come into his Countrey, and had done as he knew, if any thing that they 
had done did grieve him , he might come and feeke his revenge : they 
would ftay there as long as they thought meet and expedient for them, 
and if any Ihould alTailethem,they would do what they could doe tode- 
fend themfelves , and make their enemies fmart. So they flayed there . 
three dayes in his view , but he not thinking it fafe to allaile them in thar 
place, after fome few skirmilhes at their watering place, the ScetfflfflR^ . 
ved their Camp to another place that was ftronger and harfler;of®^^> 
which calls Stanhop parke, whither the Englifh alfO^rflbwed f 327 ' 

them. While they lay there encamped the one over againft the Other, Siy?^/# at -» 
rfmes Douglas ( who rtoas a provident and watchful! Captains ) percei- 5tanho P P ltfe * 
yingthat the Englifh watches were fomewhat negligently kept ( either 
becaufe they defpifed the finall number of the Scots , or for that they 
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thought they had no mind to fight, but to retire) adventured upon a haz- 
zardous but hardie and worthy enterprife : he did choofe out two hun- 
dred of the choiceft of his men, and palling the river in the night feafon, 
a little off from the Englilh Camp, he entred the enemies Trenches 
on that fide they leaft expeded , and approached the Kings Tent, 
thinking either to have taken ot to nave ilaine him 5 but the 
Kings Chaplaine being awake, difeovered him , Whom he flew with his 
owne hand for his paines : and now the alarme was given, and the whole 
Armie was up againfl him : wherefore having only cut the Kings Tent- 
roapes , he returned fafe in fpite of them , leaving 300. of them flaine in 
the place, who offered to hinder his retreat. Upon this {how and omen 
of fuccefle and good fortune , Thomas landulph would have given them 
battell in the plaine fields, but Sir $amts advifed him otherwayes, {how- 
ling him how it was not for them, being fo few in number, to deale with 
fo great an Armie in the open and plaine fields , but that their onely way 
was to ufe flights and flratagems , and to keepe themfelves in places of 
flrength and ad vantage. To which purpofe he told him the Apologue of 
the Fox , whom a Fifherman finding in his Lodge carrying away a Sal- 
mond to his denne for his young Cubs, he drew his fword,and flood in 
thed oore to kill him, knowing he had no other way to get out. The Fox 
being thus ftraitned, went ana tooke hold of the Fifliers mantle ( which 
lay by ) and went toward the fire to cafl it into it and burne it : the Filhef 
to fave his mantle, ranne to the fire , and left the doore free , fo that the 
Fox efcaped out at the door,and in his way catched hold of the Salmond, 
and went deare away withall , to the fifners great griefe , who had his 
mantle burnt, his Salmond loft,and the Fox efcaped. Even fo , fayes Sir 
fames, it fares with us •, we have done thefe men harme, and they think 
they have us in the noufe, and in a moufe-trap , but I have efpied a way, 
by which , though it may feeme fomewhat hard and troublefome , wd 
fhall efcape fafe without the Ioffe of a man . 

They continued flill in the fame place certaine dayes after this , with- 
out doing any thing of note or moment on either fide $ for the Englifh 
Warned by their late danger , kept better watch then they had done be- 
fore : and now having taken a Scottifh prifoner , they were informed by 
him, that the hofl of the Scots was commanded to be in readineffe againfl 
the third watch to follow Sir 3 Games his flandard. This put them to no 
fmall bufincfle, fo that they prefently armed , and flood all night ranked 
in order of battell , fuppofing that the Scots intended to make an onfet, 
and aflaile them in their T renches, and therefore their Watches and Sen- 
tinels were doubled, and the Foords flrongly guarded. But the Scots by 
this time were rifen and departed, pafling through a Moffe or Bogue two 
miles long, which. was never paffed before, efpecially by horfemen : but 
they had provided flaikes and hurdles , upon which they made the horfe 
to paffe without finking , leading them in their hands , and walking on 
foot by them. About the breake of day two Scottifh T rumpeters were 
brought to K. Edward , who were taken by his Scouts , and being come 
before him , told that they were commanded to fuffer themfelves to be 
taken thus, that they might tell him that the Scots were gone home, and 

• that 
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chat if he had a minde to be revenged on them for any thing they had 
done , he fhould follow them. But he confidering of the matter , and 
weighing all things, and with what men he had to doe , being both vali- 
ant^and able to endure fo much hardfliip, thought it his beft to let them 
goe and fo he returned to Lonaon,having feene his Kingdome burnt and 
1 boded under his nole, for all his great Armie, and himlelfe in the midft 
thereof in danger of his life, or of taking : which effronts he was forced 
to pack up at this time , not without great griefe and anger without all 
doubt. And this is the third piece of fervice done by that lo defpifed man . 
to the pofteritv of his defpifer^to his fonne before, and now to his grand- 
childe intheyeare 1327. or 28. neare unto Star.hop park^ which becaufe 
it cannot be denied, Caxton alledgeth that it came to pafle by the treafon 
of (J^fortimcr Earle of March, who being corrupted by the Scots with 
money, would not fuffer (faith he) the Earle of Lancafter to pafle the wa- 
ter not very deep at that part to invade them, by which means they efca- 
ped. But our CM aj or doth juftly fcorn that point of corrupting and bri- 
bing with money, and doth further affirme, that they had not any con- 
ference at all with c Mortimer. So that it is likely, that what or timer 

fpake in that matter of not following, or invading the Scots at their de- 
parture, he hath fpoken it out of judgement, and not partiality •, and per- 
haps more prudently, then they that counfelled the contrary. However 
they confefle that the King milled of his purpofe, and being very penfive 
therefore, broke up his army and returned to London. Amongft other 
things, they tell that after the Scots were diflodged, forne of the Englifli 
went to view their Camp, partly to fee their cuftomes and manner of li- 
ving and what provifion they had, partly to feek fome fpoih, when they 
were come there, they found onely five hundreth carcafles of red and fal- 
low Deare,a thoufand paire of Highland Ihowes called rullions, made of 
rawanduntand leather, three hundreth hides of beads let on flakes, 
whu h ferved for Caldrons to feethe their meat. There were alfo five 
En-dilh men who had their legs broken, and were bound naked to trees, 
whom they loofed and gave them to Chirurgionstobee cured. When 
they faw thefe things,and judged hereby how painfull and able to endure 
the Scottilhmen were, they found that counfell to have been good and 
found, which was given to their King not to follow them, whether ic 

were Mortimers or fome others. • _ , , 

The Englifh Writers upon this fcarcitie and penury here found, and 
upon fuch other paflages (as when Edward the fecondentied Scotland, 
and was forced to returne for want ofvidiualls, the King having cauled 
remove all things out of his way) take occafion to fpeake contemptu- 
oufly of the Scots* sis though they hid not defended their Countrey 
by vertue and prowefle againft England (between it and which they 
think there is no comparifon) but partly by cold and hunger, partly be- 
caufe the Englifli Kings did flight it, and were not defirous to conquer it: 
as al(o for the Englifh forces were almoft imployed in France, lo that ^ 
they had no leifure to bend their whole power againft Scotland .which 
it they had done, they might eafily (as they think) have mattered it. Im-*‘ 
puting hereby the caufe of their failing to do it, they, having fo great ods 
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in number of men and* warlike appointment, to want of will, and their 
hinderance by France, and the poverty of our Countrey, together with 
the roughnelre thereof ( being (b Mountainous? and full of. heaths and 
wafts, harder enemies then the inhabitants) giving no place to the venue 
and valour of the people, very abfurdfy and maKcioufly : for as couching 
the firft, that they have had no define ©fit, k is a childifh attedgcance , 
when they fee they cannot get a thing, to deny that they defire it. The 
great means they have ufed, the many attempts they have made, and (hat 
common and proverbiaH fpeech fo ordinary in their owne mouthcs, and 
deviled amongft themfclves, (g*i la France vent gagner, d l' Efccfle font 
commenccr ) do tefiifie the contrary . And above all, their often intending 
a full conqueft of it, as their owne Hiftories beare record. And as for the 
hinderance by France, their aides to Scotland have not been very great, 
nor very frequent*, yea, it may bee laid juftfy, that France hath received 
more help then ever it gave : rorfince the league with CkarUtMigne^ k 
may be eruely laid without any poetical! hyperbole, mila amjndm Fran- 
cis falfit Victoria cajfris t (rne milttc $rrfe*,thae the French armies never 
wanted Scotcifh fbtndieTS, but the Scots have but very fetdome had 
Frenchmen to fief Arid if the Kings of England have fbmetimes 
bended their forces towards France.yet they did it not alwayes, but hare 
made more war re in Scotland, when they bad peace with France. And 
it is amongft the complaints of our Nation, that France have caft them 
into warres with England,, when they might have had peace : Like as 
when they had advantage by wane, France did often wring their wea- 
pons out of their hands, and* forced them to a dtfadvancagious peace, 
which was commonly the gTcateft fruits Of their fnetldlhip and league. 
Now as for the difficuftiesorhilis, hunger, &c. Thefe am not fo great as 
they talke of* for neither is it altogether fopoore^KU fo hilly, and moun- 
tanous, as they would have it beleeved to bee *, and if King Robert at this 
time or any other at any time have carried Ipoil and waffe in the Coun- 
trey at feme times, thereby to familh or ftraiten theenemy, or have cho- 
fen to vexe or trouble them with a Camp volante to elehew the hazzard 
of a battell {'as Douglas and Kdndutph did at this time) k hath been the 
pra&ice of all warriours of all Nations r but neither hathfc been, neither 
could ithave been, the onelym&ui of cdtdervirtg this Countrey in fret- 
dome, except manhood and valour had been joyned wkh it, and that m 
A great meafure $ thereof fuffe ranee and hardheflfeeoendure great fliraics, 
want, fcanfc, cold jfrhflger, and traveil is no little part. As on the com 
frary, not to be able to endure thefe* is efferfiinatendle, the ordinary con- 
sequent of riches, wealth, eaft, abundance and delkacic, all reprochfrdi 
to meh. Even as the other (Icotrfeffe) are oft the confluences of pt> 
Vertie, and are helps to harden the bodies, and whet the courages of 
men. 

Wherefore if they had meant nothing elfe, but that the poverty of 
Scotland; did preferve the libtrty thereof, becaufe it kept the inhabitants 
jh continual! exerciffc both ofbody and tnirtde, and did not fuffer them to 
grow tender, delicate and effeminate, but hardned their bodies again ft 
Want, and their minds and courages againftperiUsattd dangers, which 

they 
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they im’ployed for the defence of their Countrey, and by the which (as 
the chief means under God)they did defend it, we could well admit of it* 
and acknowledge as much poverty, ( that is to fay, want of fuperfluity ) 
and vanity, invented by foft and womenly minds, and covered under the 
irihske of civility, as hath begotten in them valour and temperance, as it 
is faid to have done in many people before *, the Romanes, Macedoni- 
ans, Turks, Parthians, Scythians, &c. But fince that is not their meanings 
but even to detract from their valour, they exprobrate their poverty, and 
cafts it up for a reproach , to breed contempt of them in others, and to 
aferibe to it what is due to their worth ; to wit, the liberty, and preferva- 
tion of their Countrey from all forrain enemies: we may fay juftly that it 
hath not been the immediate caufe of their being preferved againft Eng- 
land, Danes, or whatfbever enemy -,but that there hath been as much fum- 
ciency of things neceffary (call it riches, or by what other name you lift) 
is hath moved other Nations (efpecially England) to covet it, and cove- 
ting to invade it, and when they had done their beft, they were driven 
from it 5 not fo much by the barrennefte and roughnefle of the foyle, as 
by many and fad ftroakes of the inhabitants thereof; and by fuch a&s and 
deeds, as became wife, valiant and couragious men. T ouching all which, 
this one example will ferve to confute whatfoever hath been, or can bee 
(aid in this kind, then which we need no other proof,and that is this fame 
huge and great army railed by this King (Edward the third) and intend- 
ing to have come into Scotland, if hec had not been thus affronted by Sir 
-fames and Randulpk : and before in his fathers time at Biland, (and 
which admitieth for no exception) at Bannockburne. In all which there 
is no colour of want of will ; he fhowed it, he profeffed it, and prefumed 
to devoure them in an inftant : No want of forces, having gathered from 
all Countreyes not onely his fubje&s, but his friends alfo : no fcarcitie of 
vi&uall, hee had abundance of all things : no hills nor mountains, they 
met in the plain fields : no forrain aid on the Scots fide that we heare of, 
befides the two Brabanders, that King Edward fent to help them. And 
fo again whatfoever progreffe,or appearance of conqueft theEnglifh have 
made of Scotland, it was never by their valour and armes, but by the 
advantage of an inteftine warre, they fidtng with the one party, and at 
laft overcoming both, as did Edward the firft, in thedayes of Batliol 5 
wherefore they make a wrong account, and much miftake the matter, 
that thinke the liberty of this Kingdoms hath been maintained more by 
the wants of our foyle, want of will, in our enemies, or of leafure in the 
Englifh, then by the worth of our predecefTours, if wee weigh things 
rightly. But the true way, and mean, by which our Countrey and liber- 
ty thereof have flood, and by which they have relieved and vindicated it, 
when it was thralled, arethefewe have fpoken of ; by which alfo they 
procured peace at all times, and now alfo at this time. 

i For the fameyeare,in March AmbafTadours came from Edward to treat Peace witb' 
of perpetuall peace, which the next yeare was concluded by the Parlia- England, 
ment of England held at Northhampton : unto this Parliament for treat-* 
ing of Articles of peace. King Robert fent Sir fames , with fome Prelates, 
tyhere it was concluded on thefe conditions : That the King of England 
: \ * tt % mould 
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fhould renounce all title and claime that he and his predeceffours had laid 
to the Crowne of Scotland, and deliver unto them whatfoever Bonds, 
ContraCto, Writs or Hvidents, they had for their pretended Title there- 
to. And fhould leave that Kingdome as free as it had been in the dayes, 
and at the death of King Alexander the third, from all bondage and fer- 
vitude for time to come. That the Scots fhould alfo refigne to the Eng- 
Kfh, all lands and pofleffions, which fometimes they had in England, or 
held of England in fealty, as beneficiars thereof, and that the Marches 
between the two Kingdomes fhould bee Cumberland and Northumber- 
land, unto Stone-moore : That David fonne to King Robert fhould many 
fane, King Edwards lifter, called by fome fane of the Tower^uid by the 
Scots, fane make peace, (in derifion) and that King Robert fhould pay to 
Edward three thoufand marks fterling, for the dam mage done to his peo- 
ple in the late warres, by Sir "fames and Randulfh, Earle of Murray. The 
firft of thefe articles was prefently performed, and the King of England 
delivered all the Writs and Evidents which hee had concerning his al- 
ledged fuperiority of Scotland, and amongfl them an Indenture which 
they called Ragman (faith Hodinjhed) and certain Jewels won from the 
Kings of Scotland, amongft which the blackeCrofiere or Rood was one. 
This peace the fame Authour calleth unprofitable, and difhonourable, 
done by evil and naughty eounfell. If it were difhonourable for England, 
it was fo much the more honourable for the Scots that gave the peace. 
But the di (honour hee meaneth is the renunciation of his title to the 
Crowne of Scotland, whereof he had fair claiming. King Robert and the 
Scots had driven him oue of his ufurpation, and vindicated their liberty 
by force of armes. And as for his right and title in Law, the world 
knowes what fmall account Scotland ever made of his pretenfions •, ha- 
ving never been fubjeft unto any but to their owne King. Wherefore it 
was onely to take away all occaiion of cavilling, and the better to keep 
peace with their neighbours, that they defi red this furrender, as they had 
done before with BaUtol, whofe right notwithftanding carried a greater 
fhow of equity and reafon,and truly it is not.fo much to be wondered at, 
that King Edward condefcendcd to thefe Articles * as it is that King J to-*,, 
btrt fhould have yeekkd to them, being more unprofitable for him, 
then for the other : and a man would think it very ftrange that he fhould 
part wkh Northumberland, or give any moneys to reconi pen fe any 
cfam mage done in a juft warre : and that there fhould not rather money 
Have been given unto him, as a dowrie or portion with his daughter in 
law. But the time anfwereth k, hee was now of a good age, and unmeet 
for travel, and warres, being wearied wkh battells, and cloyed wkh vi- 
ctories, and ceafed by fkkneffe, he longed for peace to himfelf,and to his 
pofteritre, but with what fidelity, and how little k was kept by King Ed- 
ward, we fhall heare hereafter. No aliance,nor bond of amky( which 
# ought but feldome doth tie Princes and great men) could keep him from 
breaking of this peace. The marriage was folemnized at Berwick, with 
"all the pompe that might bee, after which King Robert lived not a full 
yeare. 

A little before his death being at Cwdreis, which ftands over ag&inft 
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Dumbarton on the other fide of the water of Levin : whether hee bad 
withdrawne himfelfe by reafon of his age ahd ficknelfe, to live a private, 
and quiet life-, hee called his friends together, and made his laft Will and 
Teftament, in which having ordered all his other affaires, hee called to 
minde a vow that he had made to go into Syria, and there to fight againft 
the common enemy of the Chriftian name : but becaufehis warres be- 
fore, and now his age and ficknelfe would not fuffer him to performe it in 
hisowneperfon, hee recommended the performing of it to Sir James 
requefting him earneftly to go and do it for him and withall,to 
carry his heart to Hierufalem, and there to bury it neare the holy Grave. 

This was efteemed a great honour in thofe dayes,both by Sir James him- 
felfand others, and withall a cleare and honourable teftimony of the 
Kings affe&ion towards him-, and fo he interpreted it. Wherefore King 
Robert dying the 7. of July 1329* hee made himfelf ready, and prepared King2r««, 
*11 things for his voyage very diligently-, yet there were fome of the moft <*««!> 
Judicious in thofe times, who tooke it to have a deeper reach -, and that 
(however he did alfo refpeft Sir James^ and thinke him the fitteft for this 
bufinefle : ) his main dcfigne was to prevent all diffention, which might 
have rifen between there two great Captains, Douglas and Murray, 

Randolph to'obviate the which, they thinke he devifed to fend Sir James 
out of the Countrey upon this honourable pretext. But there bee Au- 
thotrrs that fay, the King did not particularly defigne Sir James by name, 
but defired his Nobles to ehoofe one of his moft noble Captains in the 
Realme for that effedt, and that they after his deeeafe kid it upon Sir 
James with one eonfent, who moft willingly accepted thereof, as one 
( who during King Roberts life ) had fervea the body Wherein the heart 
had lodged. But whether the King defired him by name, or the Nobili- 
ty did interpret the Kings meaning to be fuch(under the title and deferip- 
tion of the moft noble Captain ) or that they themfelves did deem him 
to be fb (as indeed he was moft worthy ) fo it was, that the charge was 
committed unto him, and he moft gladly undertook it, When his prefence 
was very needfull for the Countjey . 

For before he tooke Journey, their fell out a matter that occasioned 
great troubles afterwards by Edward Radiol. One Lawrence Twine an Eng- 
lifli man borne, and one of thofe who hacf obtained lands in Scotland for 
reward ofhis fervice in the warres, a man well borne, but of a vitions life. 

This man after King Roberts death prefuming of inpunite in iefpe<ft of K. 

youth, loofed the reienes to his licentious lewdneffe -, and being 
often taken m adultery, ancf admonilhed by the officiall of Glasgow 
when he would not abftain from his wiefeedneffe, he was excommunica- 
ted * wherewith being iucenfed, he tookethe officiall as he was riding tO 
the towne of Aire, and kept him prifoner till hee was forced to redeeme 
Ns liberty with a femme of money. Sir James Douglas highly offended 
with this enormity, canfedfeek him, that he might be punifhed-, which , ' 

Twhte underftanding,and fearing that he fhould not longefcape his hands 
if heftayed within the Countrey, fled into France, artef addrefling him^ 
felf untoEdward BaShl , heperfwaded him to enterprise againft the King 
pf Scotland, and recover that which he had fo good right to, and fo feire 
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an opportunity jwhich Balliol did in Sir James his abfence, by his voyage^ 
or after his (laughter in his voyage. And no queftion his abfence was a 
ftrong inducement both to this Edward , and to Edward of England ,to at- 
tempt the fubduing of Scotland-, which he did thinke would prove eafie* 
by making Randulph away (which he fought to have done by poyfbnjSir 
James being abfent. So that either the Kings devotion (if it were indeed 
devotion or his pollicy,(if it were but pollicie ) in (ending of him out of 
the Countrey, is greatly condemned by our W riters. Ana to fpeake the 
truth it deferves to be condemned, having by fo doing fent awayfo fit 
and ufefull a man, denuding the Countrey of fuch a Captain in fo doubt- 
full times *, whereas a Prelate or fome other Churchman had been fitter 
for that imployment. And hee ought to have confidered that England 
would be ftill aiming at the Crown of Scotland, notwithftanding of the 
late alliance : neither needed he to feare any enfulation between Randulph 
and Sir James , there being fuch intire love in Sir James tovtzvdsRandulph, 
that howfoever he contended with him in vertue,yet his contention was 
but in vertue, and ever within the bounds ofmodeftie, love, and friend- 
(liip, behaving himfelf to him as to his Comrade and Brother in armes, 
whereof hee had ever given in all the joynt fervices fo evident proofe, 
elpecially at Bannockbume, where his love drew him out to have fuc- 
coured him if there had been need, and the fame love and candor ( foto 
callit)orcourtefieandmodefty joyned with true magnanimitie, ftayed 
him from going forward, that he might not arrogate to himfelf one (hare 
or parcell of that vi&ory, whereby the others glory had been edipfed. 
And when hee had gotten the vi&ory, hee accompanied him joyfully 
unto the Camp, no leffe glad then if he had been victorious himfelf, frirre 
from any hatefull or envious emulation .: fo that there was (mall rafon 
tolooke foranyharme from fuch a difpofition, or any inconvenience 
from fuch emulation, but rather to have expe&ed much good from that 
his fo well knowne affedion and conftancie both towards Randulph , and 
his native Countrey: however, hee out of his own worthie and good na- 
ture taking all in good part, hee palled on with his journey, taking with 
him two hundred Gentlemen or note, and (as it is reported) feaven hun- 
dred others. Amongft the Gentlemen of good qualitie, there was Sir 
William Sinclair e of Roflme,Sir/ffl&«* Logant of Raftaflrig,and Sir William 
Ketth. De Froyfard (in his 20.Chapter ) reporteth that after his imbarking 
in Scotland he arrived at theSluce,and ftayed there fome n dayes, where 
he kept fuch date and port, as if he had been King of Scotland : That he 
had in company with him, a Knight Banneret, and 7 other Knights of 
Scotland, and was ferved by twenty fixe young Squires and Gentlemen 
of good fort, all his veflels being of gold orfilver : That all that came to 
fee him of all forts of people were (according to their ranks) well and 
plentifully ferved with all manner of vivers, wines and fpices, the beft 
that could be had. He faith alfo that in his return from Jerufalem, he ar- 
rived at the port of Valence the great in Spain, where indeavouring to 
-Ulfift Alphtnfas the king thereof, who warred againft the King of Grana- 
do, then a Saracen, he. was there indofed by an ambuih of the enemie, 
And fo loft his life. 
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tfe carried with him to Hierufalem the Kings heart embalmed and 
jntt into a box of gold, which he fblemnely buried before the high Altar 
there: and this is the reafon why the boughs beare the crowned Heart in 
their coat of Armes ever firtce. When he had performed this fervice to 
his dead Matter, he went with fuch company as he hdd brought with him, 
and joyned himfdf unto fuch other Chnftian Princes, as at that time 
Were gathered with great power out of fimdry parts of Ohriftendbpw, toi 
warre againft the Infidels* where he did fo notable fervice, that by Ws 
frequent vi&ories, he wan great honour to the Chriftian name. At lift, 
having accomplished things in thofe parts with no leffe fame and glory, 
then Princely Magnificence, he embarked for Scotland, but was caft by 
ftoti^e of weather iiponthe Coaft of Spain, and forcedtogo a fhoreort 
the borders of Gtanado, where at the fame time hee -found theKing of 
Arragon fighting againft the Saracens that inhabited thefe parts .• Sir 
tf ames offered t(T the King to ferve him in thofe warres, and fo fought a- 
gamfttfte enemy valiantly , and with great fucceffe at divers times * tffl at 
laft having conceived too great contempt ofthe enemy, efteeminetbent 
no Warriours, he became fomewhat too carelefTe and fecure, fo that he 
was inclofed in an ambufh, and {lain, with all that were about him : his 
bones were embalmed and fent home to Scotland, and buried in the 
Church of Douglas, called Saint Brides Kirk. - : ' 

And thus he died in the yeare 1 3 30. the 20. of Auguft, the next year® 
after King Roberts decak. As for his venues, his actions have declared 
himfufficiently, yet thefe in {pedal l are to be ooferVed : In hisyoUtb he 
was cltefuU to inablc and fit hhnfelfe for imployment, by the nudy and 
exercife of letters,and all good and commendable arts, whereby hfsmind 
contradting a good habit, was folidly fixed upon the virtues of jnodefty 
and foberne(!e,and emptied of all en vie 5 which hardlyund veryfeldome 
are joyned with thefe great vertues of courage arid magnanimity in a Mi- 
litary fpirit and life, which commonly do hinder another. In his riper 
years we may fee his perfect practice of thfem againft tfte enemy, and to- 
wards his friends : In a&ion ne was bohf, refonite, caureglous, ftrong, 
diligent, and advifed * and fuch every way as a ftout SpuMier or worthy 
Commander ought to be. Out of aiftioh; and in private eoriVerfe, he was 
toward, affable, gentle, and courteous unto air*, hee \vas loving to his 
Couhtrey, loyall, faithfull and obedient to his Sovereigns * he contend- 
ed in vertuc with his eqaatls, free from envie and hatred againft ahy, and 
through the courfe orhis whole life, without ftain or bfemifli that wee 
heareof. 

He is reckoned to hive been in battells and ihcounters againft the Eng- 
lifti fiftie feaven times, againft the SaracdnS and other Infidels thirteene 
times ever vi&orious * thrice as often as hee had been yeares in a<ftion, 
which were about twenty fbtrre from King RoSerh CQtomiioni 1306. 
untill the time of his death in 1330. which if it be fo. Wee may fee how •» 

v many things were omitted by our Writers, all that are fet down being 
farre (hoit of that number Wherefore it is no marvell, ifin fiich aeon-* 
tinuall courfe of victories, fome confidence crept upon him *, and if accu- 
ftomed to fo hard enemies, arid good warriours, as the Englifh, and Scots 
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that -fided with them (as commonly thofe are, who are born and bred iri 
in the Northern parts of the world ) he difefteemed and flighted the Sa- 
racens and Southern foftnefle, weaknefle and effeminacie in refpedi 
thereof, ,whereby he fell into this Ambulh, which was his death. Now 
as in thefe refpeds it is fomewat to be pardoned,fo is this ufe to be made 
of it, that we defpife no enemy however inferiour, and to efchew too 
mudi confidence and prefumption in whatfoever advantage, which hath 
been the ruine and Ioffe of many worthy men. He is faid to have been of 
a black and fwart complexion, and to have lifped fomewhat in his fpeech. 
We heare nothing either in Hiftory, or Monument, orotherwife of his 
marriage : he had two bafe or naturall fonnes, William Lord of Liddef- 
dale (of whom we (hall fpeake hereafter) and one rchbald ’, whom the 
Lord of Liddefdale made Captain of the Caftle of Edinburgh, when hee 
tooke itin. To conclude, let this bee obferved, that Sir $ antes is never 
mentioned by any either Englifh or Scottifh Writer whatfoever, but with 
honour arid commendation, as worthy, valiant, noble, good, or fome fuch 
Epithete-, and confefled to havebeeneoneof the moil valiant that lived 
inhisdayes. Such is the force of vertue, and f© prevalent is it, even with 
enemies. We will not omit here (to fhut up all) the judgement of thofe: 
times concerning him, in an old rude verfe indeed, yet fuch as beareth 
witnefle of his true magnanimity, and invincible mind in either fortune, 
good ot bad. 

Good Sir J-ames Douglas (who wife, and wight, and worthy was) 

Was never oyerglad for no winning, nor yet over fad for no tineing. 
Good fortune arid evil chance, he weighed both in one ballance. 

Jacobus.Opglalfius Brucii Regis foetus omnium laborum in 
‘ . Hiffaniaceefus aSaracenis, 1330. 

1 ; . [ b . t 

' guicquid fors potuit mortals in peclore ferre 

Velfacere, me didtei per f cere jOtque pati. 

..... . Primaubi luttando vies, fors affuitaufts 
. / , v ■ Omnibus quid non fro patriaaufus erami ' 

' Jlojli terror ego : nullus me terruit he it is : 

Conftlits junxi rebora dura meis. 

, Prcelia quot numerate tttulos^ adofq-friumphos 

.. ! . - Brucius, hint totidem pene trophaa mi hi. 

GfHojam ftgnaferam? major quxrendus &orbit 
. Atque bofiis •, famam non capit iste meam. ■ 

' _ K^drma Saraceno died prope littora calpes 

Herculea^ hie teuus me malefaujia tegit. 

. . j Hercules Gratis mentor etur Gloria laudis, , .. 

Pallor an Herculeis ft ant potior a mea. 

: In Englifli thus, 

Whatever weight in furious Fortune laid 

On weak mans breaft, I fuffered undifmaid, " 

Nor 
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Nor lefle myadtive force s and when I tri’d 
Her power in warre, propitious fate deny’d 
No help *, whiles my endeavours well did prove 
How much I dared for my Countreys love. 

A terrour to my foes y I knew no feare, 

Wifedome and valour both united were 

In me. And looke what triumphs great gain'd. 

As many Trophies were by me obtain’d. 

What more remaineth to increafe my name i 
The world appears too little for my fame. 

To Spain my aid I gave, and did oppofe 
The Saracen, there was the fatallclofe 
O f my brave life, wher't may be queftioned much 
If Hercules his Monuments were fuch. 


Of Hugh the fourth and ninth Lord 
of Douglas. 

O Nto this Sir pontes his brother germane Hugh Douglas did fuc- 
ceed,the ninth Lord,and fourth of that name. Of this man, whe- 
ther it was by reafon of the dulnefle of his minde, or infirmity 
of his body, or through wfcatfoever occafion elfe, wee have no mention 
at all in Hiftory ofany of his a<ftions,ooely it is certain that he fucceeded, 
and was Lord of Douglas, which he demitted (in favour of his brother . 
Archbald, flain at Halidoun hill ) to his fonne William, who was the firft 
Earle of Douglas, as fhall be fhowne in his life. The honour of the name 
and dignity of the houfe was upheld by his brother ^rchbald Lord of 
Galloway, of whom therefore we are now to fpeake. This Hugh lived 
after the death of his brother Archbald ( which was 1333. ) fome nine or 
ten years,till thci 343 .as theCharter of refignation of the Lordfhip to his 
nephew doth witnefle. He died without chudren,and was never married. 


Of Archbald Douglas Lord of Galloway Governour 
of Scotland , t hird brother to - 
Sir James. 


B Efore we proceed to fpeak of the next Lord Douglas, the time, arid 
order of the Hiftory requireth that we fpeake of Archbald Douglas 
' Lord of Galloway, and Governour of Scotland: he was third brp- 
ther to good Sir fames, as Boetius affirmeth in theie words • yirchtbaldus 
Durlalius Germanus facobi de Douglas , quern nupernme tn htffama snterttlje 
fcrtplmm. This c. Archbald did outlive Sir fames ^not above three « yeares 
Is we fhall fhow hereafter. Neither is the Ioffe of the battell wherein he 
diedjimputed to his youth, but to his hafte and indignation. And m th 
battell of Annand, hefhewed wifedome and advifednefie^^fticient y • 
Touching his education, there is no mention thereof in Hiftory . he mar^ 
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fif. Of Archbald Douglas Lord of fallow ay 

ried Dornagilla daughter to Red $ohn Cummin, whom King Robert flew 
at Dumfrees. This ^ohn Cummin was ftiled Lord of Galloway, 
having married a daughter of ^Allane Lord of Galloway, called c Mary, 
whofe elder lifter Dornagilla , $&kn Balliol had married : and there- 
fore he is alfo ftiled Lord of Galloway. There was alfo a third of thefe 
daughters married (as our Writers fay)cothe Earle of Abermale: it feem- 
eth the lands of Galloway (Lord Altane dying without heires male) have 
been divided among the three lifters : as for his third wee finde nothing 
elfeof her. This- Archbald having married fohn Cummins daughter, the 
inheritrix of the lands of Galloway, was imployed in the warre againft 
Edward Balliol, whom he defeated and chafed to Roxburgh, whereupon 
for this fervice, and alfo by another title which hee claimed as neareft to 
the houle of Galloway by his Grandmother, the Earle of Carries lifter, 
(which right wee have deduced at large in the life of Lord William the 
third maker of the Indenture) Balliol being forfaulted, hee obtains the 
lands of Galloway, as Evidents and Hiftories beare record, (filing him 
Archibald Lord of Galloway, which continued in hispofterity untill the 
forfeiture of the Earles of Douglas. Some alledge that Red $ohn Cummin 
did not marry the Lord of Gallowayes daughter CMarie, but a daughter 
of John Balliol of Harcourt inNormandy, called Adama, whom he Begot 
on his wife Dornagilla, who was daughter to Allane Lord of Galloway : 
but how came Red $okn to ftile himlelf Lord of Galloway, feeing his 
wife was Adama Balliol, who had brothers, at leaft one,to wk, $ohn Bal- 
liol that was Competitorwith Bruce. However it was, Arckbald Douglas 
having chafed Edtvard Balliol and Balliol being forfeited, was made Lord 
of Galloway. 

This Archtbaldhid by his wife, Dornagilla Cummin , two fotiiJPilliam, 
who fucceeded to his Uncle Hugh in the Lordihip of Douglas, and was 
created Earle of Douglas, and Archibald after Lord of Galloway: hee 
had alfo a daughter called Marjory married to Thomas Earle of Marre. 

We have heard in the life of good Sir fames, how King Robert Bruce 
before his death had taken all pains for eftablilhing the Kingdome to his 
pofterity, and to leave it peaceablie unto them, and had done for that ef» 
reft what the wit of man could devife : he had beaten out his enemies by 
armes, he had ratified and confirmed his right by the Lawes and A & of 
Parliament, he had obtained a renunciation of all title and claim he could 
pretend, from J-ohn Balliol his Competitor: he had gotten alfo the like re- 
nunciation of the King of England, and all Evidents, Writs, and Monu- 
ments concerning his pretences delivered up unto him, difchargedand 
cancelled, and declared to be null, and of no value, by content of the 
Endilh Parliament, and (tobethefurerof King Edwards friendfliip) he 
had married his fonne David to 'pane his filler. He had cut off the rebel- 
lions that were fpringing up againft him, by executing fuch as were guil- 
lie, eftablifhed Randulph Tutor and Proteftorto his tonne, and Gover- 
nour of the Countrey, hee had removed all occafion of emulation, that 
might hive (line out therein, and fetled all with good advice, good pre* 
*epts, goodcounccll in his Teftament,both for peace among themfelves, 
»nd warre againft the enemy; But what isthe wit of man, and how weak 
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a thing are his devices ! or what bonds will bind whom duety can- 
not binde < 

This fame Balliol, whole father had renounced his right (nothing re- 
garding what his father had done)renewed his claim to the Crown. This 
lame King of England, who had himfelf folemnly renounced, who had 
bound up friendmip with the mod fure and ftrongeft bonds that can bee 
amongft men, regarding neither his refignation made, nor his affinity and 
alliance, nor any dutie towards God, or faith and promife to man,uled all 
means to ftrip his brother-in-law ( by confequent his fitter ) out of 
the Kingdome of Scotland's if nothing were unlawfull,that could fill up 
the bottomlefle gulf of his ambition. Firft, he caufed an Englilh Monke 
(under colour of giving Phyficfcfor the gravelljto poyfon the Governor 
Thomas Randulph Earle of Murray $ and afterward aided Edward Balliol 
■with 6000. Englilh, upon condition that Balltol Ihould hold the Crowne 
of him. Edward Balltol entering. Scotland with thefe forces, add being air- 
lifted by the male-contents in Scotland,prevailed fo,that having wonne a 
battell at Duplin ( 1552. the 22. of September, the third ycare after 
the death of King Robert, and about one yeare after the death of Randulph ) 
in which many were llain,to the number of 3000. together with Duncane p iin. 
or Donald Earle of Marre, the GovernOur 5 hee was Crowned at Scone, 3 ^ Crow . 
and thefe of the Bruces fide conftrained to fend their King ( David Bruce pedu Scow* 
with his wife ) into France, having no fafe place at home to keep him in. 

After his Coronation, having taken in divers places that flood out a- 
gainft him, he went at laft to Annan d, receiving fuch as would acknow- 
ledge him, and taking their oath of Allegeance and Fidelitic. Whereupon 
Andrew Murray Earle of Bothwell (chofen Govemour after Manes death) 
lent Archbald Lord of Galloway to fee what hee could do againft B allied 
in thefe quarters : he taking with him his nephew William Douglas Lord 
of Liddcidale, and $ohn Randulph (the Governour Randulphs fotine ) to- 
gether with Simeon Frafer, having in company with them a thouland 
norfc, went firft to Mophet,and having there underftood of Balliols care- 
Jelle difeipline and fecuritie, departing from thence in the night, he came 
lo luddenly to Annand where Balliolhy, that he efcaped very narrowly, Douglas ch*. 
being halfe naked (nOt having leafure to put on his doathes ) and riding ta f ° l * 

upon a barme horfe unfadled, and unbridled, till he came to Carlile. O- ij.ofDe’ctm!! 
tners write, that howbeit he came very quietly to have furprifed the ene- bw, 1 } j*. 
my at unawares in the night time, yet they had notice of his coming, and 
iffued forth of the Towne with a great army, where they fought long, 
and ftoutly , till at laft “Balliol was overthrowne,and fled. There were (lain 
many of his friends ^and amongft thefe, Henry Balliol( who behaved him- . 
fclfe very manfully) tfohn Mowbray , Walter Cummin, Richard Ktrbie. Ro- 
bert (or Alexander ) ’Bruce Earle of Carridf, (and fonne to Edward King of 
Ireland) was taken prifoner, and obtained pardon by the interceflion of 
hisCoufin J-ohn Randulph. 

Hollinfhed writeth, that fomewhat before this time the friends of Da- , 

vid Bruce under (landing that Balliol did fojoume within the Towne of 
Perth, had befieged it, but that they were conftrained to raife the fieg^ 
hecaufe of the men of Galloway, who having bin fometimes the Balliols 

la ' depen- 
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depended, invaded the befiegers lands under the cOhdud of Eujlact 
tjMAxvtell •, whereupon hee faith. Archbald Lord of Galloway, with the 
Earle of March and Murray, invaded Galloway with fire and fword, and 
brought away great booties, but flew not many men, becaufe they got 
them out of the way, for feare of that terrible invafion. T his narration 
may bee true in the laft part thereof concerning their invafion, but the 
caufe of this invafion is not probable : that the men of Galloway fhould 
invade mens lands thfit lay fo farre from them, as they behoved to 
be, that did befiege Saint Johnfton •, form all liklihood it was befieged 
by thefe that were neared to it, being in kinne, and friends to tbofe that 
were (lain in Duplin * and both Bollinfhed himfelf, and others, write that 
it was recovered in •Balliols abfence about the fame time,while he fojour- 
ned in Annand, by thofe that lay neare to it, without mcnttoning any a- 
ther fiece before that at which it was taken. 

Thisbattell at Annand fo changed the cafe, that hee who even now 
was Clowned King (in September) who had farre prcvailed,to whom all 
men (even King Davids neared friends and kinfinen) had yeelded, (def- 
pairing of his efface) was by this ad of ArckbaldL ord of Galloway tam- 
ed quite out of hisKingdome and Coantrey, and compelled to fly into 
England, to fave his life, the a 5 . of December the fame yeare,abottt three 
moneths after his Coronation, and was compelled tokeep bis Chriftmas 
•at Carlile in the houfe of the Friers Minors. A notable example of the 
inconftancy of worldly affairs, and conftancy of an honeft heart in the 
Douglas, not abandoning his Princes caufe, when others had forfafcen it, 
and alfo a proof of his good fervice, and ufefiill •, for which as he deferved 
perpetuallpraifexnd favour of his rightfull Prince, fo did he incurre gteat 
hatred of his enemie, the ufurping Halltoh , who the next day after (the 26 
of December) going into Wcftmoreland,and there being honourably re- 
ceived by the Lord Ctifford, gave unco him the wltole lancb of Douglaf- 
dale, win oh ebefeid Lord Clsflards grandfather had before in the dayes 
of King Edward tht firft. So proudly did he prefume, to give that which 
was not in his power : And lb little had he learned the teflon of the uncer- 
tainty of humane afiairs, grounded on wfaatfoever power, appearance,oc 
even fuecefle : and fo difficult a leffoa it is to leame, where there re- 
mains means fo great as hee trufted to, the power of the King, and King- 
dome of England, with his owne particular friendffaip and fa&ion with* 
in the Countrie of Scotland, which (hall indeed have power to trouble 
the State a while, but not toeftabiifh ekherthe Kingdome to himfelfe,oc 
any pttrt of Dougtafdale to the Lord Clifford. 

Wane pro. Thenext yeare, 1 3 3 3. K. Edward of England having fhaken off all co- 
dai,ne<, * lour of duty to his brother-in-law K. David, made open wane to be pro- 

claimed beeweene the two Coontreyes, which turned on all hands to the 
difad vantage of Scotland, even upon both the Marches. For the Lord 
of Liddifdale was taken prifoner on the Wefl hand, he haeiftgttarchargc 
» of that quarter : and ^Murray the Govemour on the middlfc March was 

taken likewife at the Cxftle of Roxburgh, by profiting the vidorie too 
&rre on the bridge , and fb excluded from his owne. King Edward took 
openly upon him the proce&on qf Batiwl , having canfed him to fwcare 
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holnageto him,and fo with agreat Army 1 both of his owne fubjetts and 
forreiners, came in perfon and fate downe before Berwick , and befieged Btrwicib^ 
k, both by fea and land. Hereupon the Nobility of Scotland choofe by k. 
Archbald Pour las Lotd'of Galloway to be Governour , and Generali of ^™ r<lthe 
the Army, ikfvifing ftihi to erttef England, artd to fpoile k with fire and * 
fwOrd , fo to force K .Edward to rife from before Berwick, and leave the 
ftege. Arid this whileft he was about to have done, he is advertifed from 
within the ToWne, that Sir Alexander Seaton Governour thereof had Occafionof 
made a pa&ion \rtfkhK. Edward to render the Towne, ifhe were not fuc- th< kartell at . 
coured t>y the Scots before the firft of Auguft next,and for performance Halldoun,li “* 
thereof had given hirii his fonne and heire in pledge and hoftage. Here- 
upon the Lord Govferhour changeth his jriirpofe, fearing the lode of the 
Towne, and agamft the opinion of the wiffeft of his Amiie , marcheth 
dire&ly towards Berwick , and the third day after he fet forth, he came 
Within the fight both of his friends and foes. Before this King Edward 
(befides Thomas Seaton, who Was given him in pledge) had taken alfo A- 
lexander Seaton, another fon of the Governour of Berwick (whileft at a 
filly out of the Towne he followed upon the enemy too eagerly )and had 
how both the brothers in his potoer, the one a pledge, the other a prifo- 
tier. He therefore feeing now that the Towne was like to be relieved, 
fentto the Captaine , certifying hitri plainly , that unleffe he did render 
the towne forthwith into his hands, both his fons fhOuld be hanged im- 
mediately Upon a gibbet in fight of the T owne before his eyes. The 
Captaine returned him anfwer, that the dayes of T rucc were not-yet ex* 
pifed,andtherefbre defired him either to keep the covenant he badmade. 

Or elfe deliver the Hoftages , and be at his advantage. When the King 
could not prevaile with him , nor breake him oft his refolute conftancie 
(to Which his vertuous and gendrous Lady did alfo notably encourage 
him ) he was as good as his word , arid performed indeed what he had 
threatried,againft the law of Nations, and againft all humanitie, hanging 
them tip almoft in the very fight of their Parents , who borek patiently 
and conAimtly for the good of their Countrey , and thought their chil- 
drens lives well beftowed in that regard : onelv that they might not be 
beholders of fo heavie a fpe&ade, they retired tnemfelves to their cham- 
bef apart. 

This ftrange, tytirirtfcall, barbarous, and monftrous fa& is fupprefled 
m the Hiftories of England, and buried in fi!ence,not unwifely , it being 
capable neither of defence nor excufe •, and yet is contrary to the lawes 
of Hiftories, and the duty of an Hiftorian, who ought (according to the 
oath of witnefles ) to tell all the truth, and nothing but the truth*, feeing 
Where the truth is either adulterated or fupprefled , the life of Hiftory is 
loft, which confifts in particular circumftances, truly related* Neither do 
1 fee how this fame King (in the end of his life) can pertinently and juft- 
ly be called courteous and gentile; after fuch a fa<ft, whereof few the like , 

nave fallen into the harids of the craelleft T yrants that ever were recor- 
ded in ftory. Arid for my part I think certainly, that it is not poflible thad. 
one who is of a nature truly gentile and courteous, fhould commit and be 
guilty of fofouk a crime.lt is a perpetuall blot arid uncxcufable, and Cuch 
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as no wit can wafli away. So it is ftill , and fo let it ever be branded and 
detefted .So it was by our Governour the Lord of Galloway, and fo much 
did it move him , and fo farre ftirre up his noble indignation , that he 
thought he could never be exonered with credit, without avenging of it, 
or fpending his life in the quarrcll , and fo being refolved to fight, he 
would never give eare to any counfell on the contrary , nor alter his de- 
termination for any difficulty that could be propofed. And now K. Ed- 
ward{ after that unpleafant fpe&ade, detefttd even by the Englifh thcm- 
felves ) had drawne up his Army, and taken a hill to the weft of Berwick,, 
called Halidoun hill, a place very advantageous for him * and the Scottiih 
Army did ftand over againft them in battell aray. The Governour com- 
manded to march up the hill,and to invade the Englifh where they ftood, 
altogether againft the counfell of the beft advifed,who both before,con- 
fidering the inequalities of the Armies, both in number ( they being but 
few in refpcft of the Engliih) and in experience (being for the tnoft part 
young ana raw fouldiers, not yet trained) had diftwadcd him from fight- 
ing any at all, and now feeing the odds, and inequality of ground,would 
gladly have oppofcd themfelvcs thereunto. But all was in vaine : he was 
Fo incenfed with that fo deteftable fad, that boiling with anger,and defi- 
ling of revenge, and trailing to the goodnefle of his caufe^and to the for- 
wardnefle of his Armie, who being inflamed in the like anger, upon the 
fame occafion, were very defirous to joyne battell , efteeming that their 
cameftneile of minde would fupply then: want of skill, and overcome all 
other difficulties, and thinking in himfelf,that if having bin a fpedator of 
chat vile and cruell murther,he (hould tume his backe without fighting,ic 
would be accounted cowardife *, he profecuted his refolution, and com- 
manded to march forward , which was accordingly performed. They 
were firft to defeend and go down from a little hill on which they ftood, 

• then through a valley, and fo to dimbe up another hill fo fteepe that one 
man may (as CMajor faith ) keepe downe foure , fuch is the feituation 
thereof on the weft fide. Wherefore the Scots , ere they could come to 
ftroakes , were almoft overwhelmed with (hot and ftones * when they 
were come up , being quite out of breath , and charged from the higher 
ground, they were borne downe with violence, and flaine. Some write 
that the firft joyning of the battell was at the foot of the hill, upon more 
even ground , but that the Englifh gave fomewhat back towards the fide 
and alcent of the hill , and having gotten that advantage of the rifing of 
the hill, made a fierce onfet upon the Scots, who purfued them too rafli- 
ly, fuppofing the Englifh had fled , by which meane they were utterly 
overthrowne. 

There died of the Scots in this battell 10000. others fay 14000. the 
Englifh writers fay 30000. A rare hoaft amongft the Scots , though the 
Countrey had not been divided in it felfe : and there were but few more 
then 3oooo.when they overthrew the King of England with his invinci- 
ble Army at the renowned battel of Bannockburmbut filch is the cuftome 
^and forme of their Writers, to extoll their owne fa&s, and to lefTen their 
neighbours, for they fay there were flaine onely at Bannockburne of the 
Englifh 10000. and at this battell but 15. how apparently let the Reader 
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r 


Digitized by L^OOQle 



Xj over nor ofS cotland [ & 3 . brother to Sir lames. 59 

judge. Our Writers fay there was no final! number of them flain , and 
that it was fought with great courage , neverthelefle of this inequality : 
neither did the Scots turne their backs, or give ground, untill their Gene- 
mil (fighting valiantly in the midft of them) was fiaine. There died with 
him tfohnyifameS) and Allans Stuarts , Cons to Walter Stuart , in his owne 
battell, the Earle of Koffe , to whom he had committed the Vauntguard* 
with Kenneth Earle of Sutherland, Alexander Bruce Earle of Car rift, /to- 
drew, James, and Simon Frafers. Few were taken prifoners , and fuch as 
were taken, by the commandment of K. Fdrnrd were beheaded the next 
day,againft the law of arriies : fome few were faved by their keepers, who * 
Were more covetous of their ranfome, then of their bloud. Such cruelty 
did this gentile nature pra&ife before the battell (upon the Seatons) in the 
the chafe ( upon the flyers) and after the battell ( upon the prifoners ) irt 
cold bloud. But his aime was to make a full conqueft of Scotland, which 
did faile him notwithftanding. This battell was fought July 22. 13354 
called xMagdalens accounted, by the fuperftition of the people , un- 
fortunate for Scotland. 

Thus died Archbald Douglas Lord of Galloway fighting for his Coun- 
trey : his love thereof, his indignation againft fo inhumane a fad is com- 
mendable : his magnanimitie likewife and valour is fuch as became his 
houfe : his condud is blamed, and the caufe thereof, whether it were an- 
ger or errour : his anger or defire of revenge , though the caufe be never 
lo juft, fhould have beene bridled and tempered, ana fo governed , with 
fuch wifedome as might have effected a due punifhment indeed , and 
not fo hcadie, as to have precipitated himfelfe and the Countrey into ex- 
treme danger and ruine, whileft he fought revenge. Or if it were errour, 
and too much relying upon the forwaranefle of his Army, that indeed is 
a thing not to be negle&ed, but to be taken hold of, and made ufe of, yet 
k ought not to be fo farre trufted, but well imployed, and managed with 
judgement, as a good addition to other meanes and helps, but not that the 
whole hope of the vi&orie fhould be grounded and hang upon it alone 4 
farre Ieffe ought it to be made ufe of when there is too great odds. Irt 
which cafe it ferves but for a fpurre to fet as on to our more fjjeedy ruine. 
v If it were feare that he fhould bethought a coward if he did not fight 
that moved him, his feare was needleffe : he had given good proofe of it 
before, and might have given more thereafter : he fhould have remem- 
bred that he was a Generali, and Leader, in whom want of wifedome and 
government were as much to be blamed as fearefulnefle. He was alfo a 
Governour,in whofe fafety the Kingdome was interefFed,and whooughe 
to have regarded the good thereof * In this ballancc he fhould have weigh- 
ed things, and fhould have done according to it, though with hazzard of 
a finifter report for a while, which might eafily have beene recovered in 
the owBe time. Concerning which,and all idle fame, and vaine opinion 
of ignorant people, we have that notable example of that worthy Fabius 
fJMaxtmus , the Romanc Captaine , who neither by the provocation of 
theenemie, norimportunitieof the fouldiers , nor difgracefull rumours^ 
fcattered among the people, as if he durft not have fought, or had collu- 
ded with Hannrbad, and other fuch danders, could be moved to fight but 
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at a convenient time. Nay rather then he would doe it , he fuffered the 
halfe of his Annie to be taken from him, and given to his Lieutenant, aS 
the hardier man than he, who both durft,and would fight, as he bragged. 
And fo he did indeed upon the firft occafion, but with fuch foole-hardi- 
nefle, as that he had both loft himfelfe, and his whole Army , if Fabiut 
had not come in time to his relcue *, who at that fit time of fighting {hew- 
ed in effed both what he durft in manhood , and what he could do in 
wifedome $ and eafily made thofe fond rumours to vanifh , to his perpe- 
tuall glory, the confuting and confounding of his Competitour,ana con- 
feflion and acknowledgment of his worth from thofe who had blamed 
him before. Not unlike to this was the faying of great Scipib the Afri- 
cane, w ho being reproached by a certain man that he was not fo forward 
a fighter as he coula have wilhed ( though in very deed he was forward 
enough ) daigned him with no other anfwer , but that his mother had 
borne him to be Commander , not a fighter *, thinking that a Captaines 
chiefe honour is to command well , and to choofe fit times, places, aad 
meanes for fighting. And not to goe any farther *, we heara before in 
good Sir yams his life , how little he was moved at the Englifh Heralds 
demands* who defired (in the Kings name ) that he would fight him on 
the plaine field, upon equall ground , if he had either vertue or honour. 
Sir yarns lent him away with derifion, as one that had made a foolifh 
requeft, telling him , that a good Captaine (hould account it his honour 
not tofight for his enemies requeft , but as he found moft expedient and 
convenient for himfelfe, in wifedome, choofing the forme, the field, the 
time, the place, and all for the advantage of his Armv,and giving no ad- ’ 
vantage to the enemy whereof he could poffibly hinder him. And this I 
have infifted upon fo much the more, becaufe many that are of good fpi- 
rits otherwife, do oftentimes erre in this falfe opinion , and thereby doe 
both lofe themfelves and their honours. So that while they affe&ate to 
be called hardic fighters, doe prove indeed to be foolifh Captains, and ill 
Commanders, and fo doe not efehew reproach, but incurre it. Neither 
get they the honour of valour, which they feeke , but the blame of 
temeritie and rafhneffe , which they fhould avoid. So that the Writers 
fpeaking of this fiuft, doe all of them condemne it , and brand it with a 
note of ill conduit •, and fome of them fay in exprefle termes , Archbald 
Lord of Galloway was not valiant (in this cafe)but temerarious and foo- 
lifli *, very truly and wifely, to warne others to take heed, and beware of 
foiling in the like kinde $ very foberly and refpe&ively , reftri6tin£ it to 
this particular onely , and in this cafe leaving him his due praife and 
commendation in his other a&ions , as ye have heard hee very well dc- 
ferved. 

This defeat drew on with it the furrendring of the Towne of Berwick 
(the next day after) by Sir Alexander Seaton , and of the Caftle by Patrick 
Dttmbarre Earle of March, lives and goods fafe , themfelves giving theif 
Oath of allegeance and fealty to the K.of England* He commanded the 
Earle of March to re-edifie the Caftle of Dumbarre, which he,being not 
•able to keepe it, had demoliftied, that it might not be a receit to the Eng- 
lifti. And within a fliort time this overthrow had wellnigh overthrowne 
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the Kingdome,and the caufe : for the greatcft part ofthe Nobilitie, that 
were not dead before, being {lain in this conflict , the reft flying to fave 
themfelveSjto ftrengths & deh.\ts-,Balliol aflifted by Robert T albot{% Noble 
man of England, whom the King had left with him, with a few Englifh 
bands,) being aided by his Favourers in Scotland, made himfclf once 
more King, and w^s confirmed by Parliament, within half a yeare after 
he had been driven out. All yeelded obedience to him, fave onely foure 
Caftles, to wit, Loch-lcven, Dumbarton, Kildrummie, Urwhart and 
Lowdon peele,. Seated on a little lake $ fo that no man in Scotland durft 
call David Bruce their King, except young children in their playes : fo far 
were matters altered by this check 1 W here it is to be marked, that as by 
the wife and wary government ofthe fame Archbald, his Countrey ana 
lawfull King were defended, and Balliol chafed out of his ufurped King- 
dome : So by the fame mans overiight in government, both the ufur- 
ping Edvards ( Englifh and Scots.) are repoflefled again therein, and 
his Countrey plunged into mifery, and the rightfull King and his part- 
ners brought to great extremitic.] 

Of fo great emcacie is good, or cvill government : therefore it is fo 
much the more circumfpe&ly to bee looked to, and to bee exercifed ac- 
cording to the rules of wifedome, and not after the opinions of men, 
fame, and reports, anger, or whatsoever other caufe doth make men ftray 
from the right and ftrait courfe of reafon. This was the lamentable 
condition of our Countrey .* But let us have patience a while, and wee 
lhall fhortly have better newes. Both thele ufurpers {hall ere long bee 
driven to let go their hold, and at laft be utterly difippointed of all their 
hopes and proje&s * God conferring the liberty of this Countrey, and 
the Crowne thereof to the rightfull heire, and th i Bruces bloud, in whofo 
pofterity it {hall yetprofper. In which work no little part Audi bee the 
valiant and faithfull efforts of the Douglases. Amongft whom it were 
requifite to {peake of the next Lord Douglas: But the order of time draws 
me another way : it being long before his tume come in, even tenne or 
twelve, or perhaps twentie yeares, as {hall be feen in the owne place, for 
hee hath been young (it fhould feemejand abroad out of the Countrey, 
but in his abfence fome other of the Douglajfes muft not be idle. 

Archibaldus Duglafius ad Halt* 
donem ctefue , 1335 . 

Non fotuit ferferre nefas, foedamque Tjrartni 
Perfidtam. Et qwJnamfuHinuifte queat?' 

Ergo furens animi, atq-, accenfo peUore inardet 
Pralia , (jr ingratas increpat ufque tnoras . 

Pofcimue out aquo {dixit) cert amine Mortem f 
K^fut cert urn eft fatis cedere velle tuts. 

Ah nimis ! ah proper ant ! Non illis ignea virtue 
< Defuerat: nocuit pracipetafte nimis. 

Nec te viftorem jaefes, temeraria virtue 
Sic nocitit. Vinci vis animo fa nequit. 

' * K 
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la Englifh thus. 

He was not patient enough to fee 

The Tyrants fairhlefle fa<ft (and who could be ) 

Hence his cnflamed breaft with anger fweld, j 
Enrag’d at fuch impediments as held 
His hand from juft revenge. Come let us trie 
Our chance, and winnethe field, or bravely die. 

If fate will have it fa, he laid : and all 
With too much hafte obey'd their Generali. 

No courage wanted, but the hard event 
Prov’d the aft rafh, and lofe the punifhment 
Of ill rul’d valour. Thoudidft nothing gain. 

Who to his paflion yeelds commands in vain. 


Of WiUuaa Douglas Lard of Liddefdale, called the 
? ftrort of Chevalrie. 

B Efbre we proceed to the reft of the Lords of Douglas, the order of 
the Hiftory requires, that wee fpeake fomeching of William, not 
Lord of Douglas, but Lord of Liddefdale, and a worthy member 
ofthe houfe and name of Douglas. The firft mention of him, and his acti- 
ons, is at the battle of Annand, where bee was with ^MrchhaLd, Lord of 
Galloway. The laft ofhis afttoq* of importance are in the beginning of 
the firft Earle William, before the battle of Durham the fpace of thirteen 
yeares or thereby; which time hec imployed for his lawfuil King and 
Counerey againft the ufurpers, lb diligently as (hall bee deduced in the 
progrefte of this Story, Writers call hirnnaturall fonneto Sir fames flain 
in Spain, which is truth : But they erre when they fay that fohn Lord 
Dalkeith was brother to William Lord of Liddefdale, hee being Liddef- 
dales uncle,and Sir fames brother, fo matter fohnMajor hath *Davidis,{ot 
Gulielmi, and Bolli»fht4 t wd Poefias William for Archbald, who was made 
Captain of the caftle of Edinburgh, by this fame William. But it is fo clear 
and manifeft whom they mean of, that there is no queftion to be made of 
it.However it be,he hath fo honoured and nobilitatcd himfelf by his ver- 
tue, that no pofteritie needs to enquire of his birth. We finde that he was 
married to a daughter of Sir fob# Grahame, Lord of Abercorne, called 
Margaret Grahame, by whom he got the lands of Liddefdale, he had but 
one onely daughter ( ijtarif ) who was married to Sir fames of Lowden, 
who after the Lord Liddefdale s his death, and cJW argaret G r shames, got 
the lands of Liddefdale, 

His firft appearing, to wit, at the hkttell of Axinand, hath been fpoken 
of: after that hee was for his wifedomc and manhood accounted worthy 
(o have the cuftody and government of the Weft Marches, as thecharge 
of the Eaft Marches was committed to Patrick Dumbarrc. Being Wairden 
there, hee had his refidence at Annaad, where at a certain skirmifh with 
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theEnglilh,his men were fcattered, himlelf was hurt and taken prifoner* 
about that fame timethat Regent Murray was taken at Roxbrough,to wit, 
in the yeare 1332. before the battell of Halidoun hill , which was the oc- 
cafion that he was not there with his uncle Archbald , Lord of Galloway* 

He continued a prifoner untill 1335. and then he and c Murray were both 1335 

let at libertie, having payed a great iumme of gold for their ranfome. It 
is ftrange that thefe two great Politicians (the two Edwards I mean ) in- 
tending a conqueft of Scotland, Ihould have fuffered fuch men to bee let 
at liberty at any rate, without making them fure to their fide-,conlidering 
that the detaining of them would greatly have facilitate their delignes : 
and their liberty , being enemies,hinder and annoy them, as we lhall heare 
it did not a little. It was apparently the pride of their hearts in that good 
fuccefte, which made them careleffe andfecure, not fearing any danger; 
from thefe or any elfe. So doth fuccelle and pride growing thereupon 
commonly blind men : or lo doth God blinde the • wifedome of unjuft 
men, when hee hath a work to do again ft them. But before wee come 
to the reft of the deeds of this valorous Lord, we muft take a view; of the 
eftate of things at that time, that the circumftances ( which are the life of 
Hiftory, and light of adijns;being knowrie,the adions themfelvcs may 
be the better conlidered. 

We have heard how defperacely things went on the Brucia»( which 
was the onely right) fide: hee that was lawfull King durft not bee named* 
nor there was none that durft do fo much as once offer to call him King, 
but the little children in their play, who ftill ftiled him fo-, whether by a 
naturall inclination to their rightful! Prince, or by fome fpark of Divine 
inlpiration joyned therewith, who cantell?or who knowes thefe things? 
what motions will either remain of old or fpread of new in the hearts of 
men, where Gods work is to be done i wile men keep filence, and there- 
fore theftones behoved to cry out, and foolilh fimple babes beare wit- 
nefle that the Bruce was King, for all the ufurpers confidence and cruel- 
tie : no doubt, it was with great derifion^uid contempt of the hearers,but 
the event did juftifie it, that it had a fecret mover. No man faw the means 
how it could come to pafle, but means will not be wanting,whcre a work 
istobedone. This ought to be a Iieartning to good fubjeds in their law- 
full Princes quarteU,. and for good men in all good caufes, not to de- 
fpaire for want of means. Let men do their heft, means will come 
from whence theyleaft dream on : Perhaps it will foil out fo here in this 
cafe : O ut from among the midft of the enemies the firft glimpfe of de- 
liverance doth axife. Si!-*:. 

There were that confphed againft the Bruce to wrack him, and the 
Countrey, England and the Ballitls fadion in Scotland, andthofe had 
overruniieall. There comes a blink of favour, and hope from Rome, by 
the procuring of France. The Pope fends to King Edward of England,co 
defift from invading of Scotland, Dut that evanilhed without efted : pride 
hadfo far re prepoftefted his heart, that he thought himfelfe fure tomake^ 
a conqucftof Scotland, pleafing himfelfin his owne conceit, and fuppo* 
fing Scotland neither, durft, nor could ever make head agaiaft him here- 
after; wherefore he will not do fo much as give the Ambaftadours leave 
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to cortie into his fight. A manifeft contempt, not fo ranch ofthepeople, 
as of the voyce of equity and reafon : But he calked it rcafon what he had 
ability to doe : ( Seat fro ration voluntas ) is the voyce of Tyrannie, and 
indeed a change being to come, pride behoved to go before * but the 
working of this is obfeure, and not perceived at firft openly : (Mention 
amongft the coofpirators doth arife upon a light occafton, a gnats wing 
(as the Proverb is ) but it growes to a Mountain. T alba an Englifh man 
was appointed with Ballitl (as hath been (aid) for to govern Scotland, his 
co-adjutors for re-conquering of it were (amongft other Scots Englized) 
David G*w**w#'Earle of A thole, Henry of Beaumont, fobn CMowhraym 
old favotiter of thatfa&ion,from the time of Edward the firft,of whom he 
h ad received diverfe lands for ill fervice to his Countrey, which Edward 
efteemedto bee good 5 as indeed it was profitable to him. This John 
UMotobtay was dead, and had left his lands to be divided between his two 
daughters, and his brother Alexander, or rather as abone, and a matter of 
debate amongft the whole fa&ion :ior bis daughters -claiming it as Imres 
of line, his brother by heice'indle as entail, the Cate was brought co 
judgement. Henry of Beaumont had married one ofthe daughters, he 
therefore was fncker fpoward chat wav, as one chat was inteceffed. Tal- 
bot and Cummin fwayed this way ^ Edward Ballad eoclinedtothe other 
party, and gave lenience for Alexander' the brother. Hereupon dilTcntion 
arifech >, they grudge and murmur e againft the judgement^hey complain 
of it in their open difeourfe,and fpcachcs,as unjuft : they withdrew them- 
felves frbm Court, as mal-contents. Talbot goes into England (perhaps 
to complain to the King) and as be came thorow Lowthian,hee is taken 
by foroeoi King Bruces party (who began to fliow their heads upon this 
occafton) and carried no Dumbarton where bee died : Beaumont put hand 
to work, and withootfo much as acquainting the King withall^aies Dun- 
gard a ftrong Caftle in Buchan, and the reft of the lands that were in 
plea; heeceafeth them, and makes them his owne by the law of the 
ftvonzdkA^ummm gets him into Achole and there fortifies him felf againft 
wfaofoevorfiiouldaflail him. TWs terrifies 3?<afi»/fo, that he retreats his 
fenrence, and turnes hiscoat-, agtecth withthofe two, granting unco Beau- 
mat the lands which he had adjudged From hi®, ana giving Cuntmin&- 
veife other good finds which belonged to Robert Stuart, who reigne 

afterward, to ftmmuptwwhmiUmacMd that g^wasfoiaulod.' But is-he 
chebetterfortbar liifbftiee d fop^bfticeaoMnh^etiherfirftv'of kft,he 
is not fb prod} the better, asmibkdibodtihefiiOtddlwve'beea y ferinju- 
ftice is never profitable. If hee gain one, he lofleth another? hee w-kxies 
Cummin and Beamtnt,b\x. belcaeth Alexander Mowbray : who thereupon 
joinshimfelf co theother party. And thus was this ufiirpefs &afonbrang- 
ied, then bound upagain, and after divided again by wtantofworthm 
BuMkltimix bead. But thisis notail, feritfeems chatCtOWMSftvnifnd hath 
notbeenib iTUich foundly reconciled to Badioljxt it hachbeen onelyplai- 
^femd over, which aaayi^peare to bee prchaWy colled opt ofthe Hi- 
ftory, which they'fayastbus. EdwardaE England *rittoe , wiih 50000 -men 
into Scotland* co what puroofe fb many* wtischete watte 1 None feith 
die, nor rebellion gi^atly, nat aypsaRdaoy Wbcde^haedoth hee them 
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doth he fight with any man i doth he fortifie Cattles? we heare no word 
of any fuch matter. What hath been his intention then? wherefore came 
he, and with fo huge an Army? they tell not. But let aftions fpeake,they 
•will eeH : All agree in this, that he tooke away Balliol into England*there 
is one point : Then hee hath been jealous of him, and hath feared per- 
haps that he wotdd not continue long his vaflall, as his Grandfather had 
proofr, in Badiols father: but what doth he more ? hee leaves Cummin to 
guide the affaires in Scotland ; there is another point : Hee makes hint 
Viceroy in Scotland for Balliol, and Badtol in efte& prifoner in England.' 
Of which eourfe of England is the Authour, let it bee fb* who 

willpprg ^Cummin of having been aCounfeller,a fuggefter of information 
for his owne advancement ? he being a man that did ever hury; after pre- 
ferment, which he made the fcope of his a&ions, and compare, by which 
hy ever failed, being alfo of an afjnring mind, and of a fickle and various 
difpoiltion and nature. Howevcntbc, this is another divifi on in that fo- 
ejetybeeween the Edwards, the ufurping Kings. And thus much of the 
efface oft heir fa&ion. 

Concerning the other partie that ftucfc to the Iawfull King Robert Stuart , 
that afterward was King, had efcaped Balliols ambufh : being but fifteen; 
yeares of age, and by the help of his friends, was conveyed to the Caftle 
ofDurnbarton, where hee was received by J Malcolm F leaning Captain 
thereof. Now both the Edwards being abfent, and he having a particular 
folecn againft Cummin, who poflefied his private inheritance; the faid Bo-, 
btrt with the help of Colin or Duncan Camp fed in ArgylcCfrom whom he 
obtained an aid of foure hundreth men ) had taken the Caftle of Dunholm 
in £oi!e, and deftroyed the jinglifh Garrifon there, whereupon the men 
of Boote (which was his private inheritance) had taken arraes, flain Al* 
lam Lyle there Captain, and Sheriffe, who was placed there by Balliol and 
Cummin, and were come home very joyfull to their old mailer the Sit* 
am.Upon this Tbomat Bruce Earle of Carrid with his friends,and neigh- 
bours of Corle, and Cynninghame, and William Karrudife of Annanaale 
(who had ever rcfufcd the Englifh yoafce) coming forth out ofthe place 
where they had hirked,refortedto him 9\(o.$okn Randulpb Earle of Mww 
ray was r claimed from France, and did incoqrage them with hopes of 
fojrreign help.of fyefftrey or Godfrey Roffe ( Sherifc of Aire ) had drawnc 
Coile,Carrid,and Cunningham to be of the pattie;Ranfrow was alfo rei 
turned to the Stuarts. By their example,the dependers of Andrew Murray 
haddtawne all Cliddeldale to them, partly by faire means, partly by 
force. Thefe under the command and leading of Robert Stuart, zndfolm 
tandulph hadpiffed intothe North parts, chaifed David Cwww;»,Gover- 
nour for the EnglKh to Lochabcr,and compelled him to yeeld^tndfwear 
obedience to David Bruce : Notwithftanding, that thteneray had com? 
mitted to him fo great 9 charge, as to bee Lieutenant for him in thofif 
puts. . 

About this time or ^little before, William Lord of Li dd e fd ale returns 
from his captivity, haying been three yeares in prifon : And hee is ho 
fooner returned, but that prefently he begins to ferve his King and Coun- 
trey faithfully, and diligently agakift both their enemies, Scots and Eng* 
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lized ufurpers ; recompencing his long imprifonment with his enemies 
lofles, efpecially in Lowthian : for the more eafie performance hereof, 
and that hee might annoy them that were in the Caftle of Edinburgh, 
(which was then held by the Engliih) and them that went toward it, hee 
lay in wait in Pentland- hills. To him J-ohn Randulph, after that he had 
left David Cummin Earle of Athole Lieutenant for him in the North 
parts (Randulph and Robert Stuart were chofen Governoursby the Kings 
, party) did acljoyn himfelf as to his old and faff friend : from thence they 
both went to Perth, to a Conversion of the States, the 2 .of A prill 1335. 

April ijjj. But there was nothing done at that meeting, becaufe of the enmity be- 
twixt the Lord Liddefdale, and David Cummin Earle of Athole. The oc- 
cafion was, the Lord of Liddefdale alledged that hee was detained longer 
in prifon, then other wayes he would have been, by the means of the 
the Earle of Athole,who (no doubt)did thinke it meet for Balltol and the 
Englifh fa&ion, and therefore advifed them to keep him. And certainly 
he was wifer in that point, then they that fet him at libertie for ranfome : 
Now under the colour and pretext of this ill will between him and Lid- 
defdale, Athole was fo ftrongly accompanied with his fervants and de- 
penders, that the reft being jealous of his difpofition, and fearing his 
prefent power did conclude no matter of importance, Robert Stuart cncli- 
ned toward him, but all the reft favoured the Lord Liddefdale. Robert 
was young, and knew not the difpofition of Athole, which the reft knew 
better, and what ods was between them in fidelitie, which was not long 
indifcovering. For King Edward of England came with a great army, 
both by Sea and Land, and brought Balltol with him.So foonc as became 
to Perth, Athole being folicited to defe&ion from Bruce, he was not very 
hard to wooe, whereas Liddefdale did ftill his uttermoft endevours for 
him. One of the Governours ( to wit, Robert Stuart ) being lick, and the 
other ( tfohn Randulph ) thinking it too heavie a burden for him alone to 
fight, divided his forces, that fo he might the more annoy the King.Now 
word was brought to him, that there was a great army of the Guelders 
coming through England, to joyne with Edward , and help him againft 
the Scots. Wherefore Randulph paffeth over into Lowthian, to try if he 
could conveniently intercept them, and cut them off ere they fhould joyn 
with the King. There came hither to aflift Randulph ( the Govcrnour ) 
Patrick Earle of. Marche, William Lord Liddefdale,, and Alexander 
Ramfay of Dalhoufie, and others. Thefe being aflembled together,Iay in 
wait for them near Edinburgh in the Borrow moore : and To foon as 
they came in fight ortp of the other, without any delay of either fide they 
joyned battell, afid after a great conflict, the Guelders were put to rout, 
and chafed to a little hill, where was a ruinous Caftle. There they were 
befieged all that night, and the next day, they rendered themfelves, 
lives fafe. 

* Others write that they fled to the Caftle hill ofEdinburgh,upSaint Ma- 

ries wind or lane, defending themfelves valiantly through the high ftreet 
•till they came to that place, where they (lew their horfes, and made (as it 
were) a rampart of their carcafles, and fo faved themfelves. There they 
flayed all that night, and having neither meat nor drink, nor convenient 
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lodging, oppreft with hunger, and cold, and thirft,, yeelded theffifelves 
on cfae morrow. This narration fecms not to bee fo probable, as the for* 
mer ; for if k had been at the Cattle of Edinburgh, it might have made 
them more fupport, at kaft releeved the Duke, and have laved him. Be- 
fides that, the town of Edinburgh fhould Puffier ftrangers to pafle through 
the midtt of them, and neither aid them if they were friends, nor aflail 
them if they were enemies, nor (but their gates if they were neutrall, for 
fear of feme danger to come to their towne thereby, but Puffer both par- 
ties to have free accede into their chief ftreet, and to ttand as lookers on, 
it hath no great likelihood. They aferibe alfo the winning of the field, to 
the Lord of Liddefdale, who was not (as Hollinjbed fayes) prefent at theif 
firft joyning battell, but came to it from Pentland-hills in fo corweni- 
eactime; chat if he had not come, the Guelders who fought exceeding 
well, had got the day. Others make no mention of RaritHph, but of tha 
Lord Liddefdale, and Alexander Rarrtfaj with him. 

Thofe that write of thi? battell, tell of a huge and wonderfull ftroake 
given by Sir David Axtwtd'm his fury, hee. being hurt, ftroke his enemy 
on the moulder with a Pode-axe^nd clave him and his horfe down to the 
bard pavement, in which, the force of the ttroake left a great mark long 
after. And no lefTe memorable is the valour of. a woman in the G uelders 
army, who at the beginning of the battell ftept forth before her compa- 
ny, and encountred in a Angle combat or diiell a Scotifh Squire, named 
JLabert Shorn J whom (he flew, and afterwards beat downe her enemies on 
each fide, till at latt after a good time fliee was compafled about, and fo 
(lain. The Duke of Guelder their Captain having yeelded, was courts 
oufly, and honourably ufed, his ftuffc and baggage was rettored to him, 
and himfelf fet free. The reafon of this was, becaufe Randolph Eatle-of 
Murray, haying been bred in France, knew that the French King did af- 
fed him *, and therefore to gratifie him, he (hewed him this favoui^to let 
him go without any other hurt or dammage *, onely he made him fweare^ 
hee fhould never aid the Englilh again againft the Scots, This fame Au- 
thor fayes that this was not the Duke of Guelders, but the Earle of . Na-. 
murs called G*j contrary to all our Writers, who with one content a f- 
firmethatitwas. Andifkwere Gny of Namurs, he had alwayes beenan 
enemy, and rteewed greater courtefie then enemies defetve, and more fa* 
vour then was expedient for the Countrey. Nay, Randolph was not con- 
tent to difmiflehim free onely, but would needs for his fafety, accompa- 
ny him to England, in which journey they were fuddenly fet upon by 
the Lord Percie y and the Englized Scots, who had drefled an ambufeado 
for item, and there Randolph wastaken, and the Lord Liddefdale hurt in 
the leg. The Governour was carried to the two Edvards that lay before 
Perth, which towne was thereupon foone after rendred unto him . 

Upon this fuccefle of the usurpers fatttion, Athole very glad of What 
had falne out, accounting the prize now wonne, and following forth his 
fraudulent pollicie revolted again to Che ufurping Kings-, thinking it fafeft 
to fide with the ftrongcr, and did now clearly fliow, how worthy he wa^ 
ofthat favour beftowed on him by Robert Stuart , who at the Convention 
« Perth had appeared on his fide againft the Lord Liddefdale. And not 
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onely did Cummin come in to them> but undertakes alfo the government 
of Scotland once more as Lieutenant for the Englilh, promifing to root 
out all thefe of the contrary part that fhould ftand out, and would not ac- 
knowledge their authoritie. The King of England partly for lack of vi- 
sual s (which were put out of the way by the Governour) partly becaufe 
of his journey into France, which he was then proje&ing, returned into 
his owne Countrey, and took along with him Balliol , who had the name 
of a King, but was indeed a very flave to another mans affe&ion, for a 
vain and empty title * a juft reward for his foolifh trufting to a Granger in 
prejudice of his Countrey. 

Athole being willing to doe what hee had faid to the Edwards , that he 
might approve his fervice and fidelity unto them (whereby hee proved 
alfo falfe to his lawfull King, and late benefa&ours ; his (o friendly ene- 
mies, who had not onely pardoned him fo lately, and faved his life, buc 
trufted him fofar,and committed fo much to him)lcftno kind of crueltie 
unpra&i fed .that he could againft his Countrey, fo far, as thax almoft the 
whole Nobilitie relented, and became flack and remtffe againfthim.or did 
1 yeeld unto him, having forgotten their duty. But behold the reward of 
fuch wifedom,and the due fruit of fuch feed as he had {own*, a fruit that is 
often reaped of fuch feed,if men would beleeve, & obferve it: though the 
prefent appearance, the Brft buds and blofTomes of things do blinde their 
eyes, & make them choofe that which fhould not be chofen,which is un- 
acceptable to man, and not paft over by God, as is feen in this man before 
the yeare be fully expired .For Robert Stuart being lick, and Randolph a pri- 
foner, there were left but three Noble men who ftuck faft,and were faith- 
fiill to their King, and Countrey. Thefe were William Lord Liddefdale, 
Fattifk Earle of March, and Andrew ^Murray who had beenGover- 
nduiv r They were fo conftant, that no promifes could corrupt their fide- 
Btle^nor no threatning nor danger could quail their courage fo,as to bow 
their hearts to any Englilh fervitude. Some adde unto thefe the Earle of 
RofTe, and William Lord Keith. Thefe did greatly hate his unnaturall 
dealing againft his Countrey, and treachery againft his promife, and cru- 
eltie joyned withall : three things ever odious and hatefull to honefl 
minds. Wherefore underftanding that hee lay at the liege of the Ca- 
ftellofKildrummie, they levied fuch companies and number of men as 
they could get, and marched towards him. Cummin being advertifed 
hereof, raifeth the fiege, and meeteth them in the fields within the For- 
reft of Kilblarteflfhere.they fought it very hardly ,and Cummin being more 
in number, had overthrown them (as it is thought ) but that $ohn Craig 
Captain of Kildrummie, ifTuins forth with three hundreth frefh men,re-i 
at Kiibiane, ftoredthe battell which was almoft loft, and gave them an undoubted 
and (lain. vi&ory, which when Cummin perceived (being confcious of his owne ill 
1 33 7* deferving) that he might not fall into his enemies hands alive, he rufhed 

into the midft of the battell, and fo was (lain : Sir Robert c. Minyeis fled to 
the Caftle of Kenmure(faith Boetiusyxho faith alfo that Alexander Gordon 
r yras he that flew Athole *, but others attribute it to the Lord Liddefdale 

himfelfjwho for that caufe,and forthe flaughter of Sir Thomas tMinyeis(it 
may be they mean Sir Robert)ztthc Caftle of Lochindors, in the Sherifle- 
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Sheriffedome of Bamle, wa$ rewarded with the Earledome of A thole, 
and is fo ftiled in the refignatiori by which hee furrenders it again fome 
foureyeares after (to wit, 1341) the 16 of February in favour of Robert 
Stuart , Great Stuart of Scotland, whereof the evident is yet extant in the 
Regifter. There died in this bictell befides Athole, Walter 1 Braid, and Ro- 
bert Cummin , and a great number of others both Gentlemen and Com- 
mons. Sir Thomas Cummin was taken prifoner, and the next day (being 
the*, of January ) he was beheaded. They were not above iooo. or (as 
fome write) 500. choice men againft 3000. yet the event was (as wee 
have faid) favourable to the juft and right caufe. T his battell was fought 
the laft of December, 1337. By this blink pf fair weather in fuch a ftorme 
of forrain aflaults, things were again fome what changed, and the Brnci- 
ans encouraged : wherefore that they might have fome face Of a fettled 
eftate and government, they choofe Andrew ^Murray Regent as hee had 
been before his captivitie . He went into the N orth, and in the mean time 
the Lord of Liddefdale with a. company of chofen men pafleth overinto; 
Fyffe,and befieged the Caftle of Saint Andrews, Falktand,and Luchersj 
all which hetooke in with fmall difficulty, by his wifedome, artd man- 
hood, though they were ftrongly manned, and well fortified, and furni- 
fhed with munition, and viftuall. Maj or re ferret h this to the time after 
the Govemour came backe out of the North. After this, he returned in- 
to Lowthian to his old haunt in Pentland- hills tO wait his time,, and 
watch the Engliffi that lay in Edinburgh Caftle, that hee- mightdiHiio 
occafion of troubling, and molefting them. At laft this occafion did hap- 
pen-, the Towne being full ftuft with a great number of Souldiers, both 
Englifhand Scots: There Was a fcottiffi man amongft them of a ftout fto- 
mack, named Robert Phanderghejl whofe lot Was fallen to be on that fide, 
but his heart was with the other party, and hee carried no great good will 
to the Engliffi.This being perceived he was the worfe entreated by them, 
fothat one day his head was broken by the Marfhall Thomas Kneveton t 
whereat taking indignation, hee fought all means to bee avenged thereof, 
and fo brought it to pafle that he fhortly after flew him^ and to avoid the 
danger of puniffiment, fled to the Lord Liddefdale, whom having infor- 
med of the negligence that was growne amongft the Engliffi-, he perf wa- 
ded him to cake advantage of their (loath, he nothing (lack in a bufinefte 
of that nature, went fecretly in the nighctotheTowne, and flew foure 
hundred! of them in their fleep,and drunkennefle, before they could make 
any refiftance. 

About this time tJMurray the Regent dieth,after he had brought back 
all the Northerne parts of Scotland to his Princes obedience excepting 
Perth, a great lofle for his Countrey, and hee greatly regrated - But no 
lofle is without fome gain. Robert Stuart had now recovered his health, 
who was the other Governour , ( and as fome write ) hee affumed the 
Lord Liddefdale for his collegue, whether thac were fo ornot,and whac> 
ever his place and name was, hee was a notable adjunct to Robert Stuart i 
and under his authority performed much good fervice, and profitable to* 
King and Countrey with great hazard of his life, by receiving of many 
wounds, while he did afl'ail and vanquifh greater numbers with far fewer* 
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So that by his prowefle and fmgular valour hee reduced Tivedale, Nid- 
defdale, Annandale and Cliddefdale (except the Hermitage ) to the Kings 
obedience, having expulfed from thence all the Englifh. Thefe lands and 
ftrengths were loft again after the battell of Durham, and recovered a- 
gain the fecond time, by William the firft Earle of Douglas, which wee 
have inferred here, left men inconfidcrately fhould confound, and miftake 
She one William for the other. 

By thefe doings his name came to bee fpred throughout the whole 
Ifland, infomuch that Henry Laucajler Earle of Darbie hearing thereof, 
and being himfelf a valiant man, and defirous of glory, provoked him to 
fight with him hand to hand on horfeback : but at their firft encounter* 
the Lord of Liddefdale his hand was fo fore wounded with his ownc 
fpeare (which brake hard at his hand) that hee was not able to profecqte 
thecombate, whereupon it was delayed. CM a] or maketh mention of his 
j urting, and joyneth Alexander Ramfay with him at Berwick: heetelleth 
alfo of one Patrick Crabame , who being provoked and challenged by an 
Englifh man into the field, told him he was content * but wifhed him to 
dine well, for hee would fend him to fuppe in Paradife, which hee alfo 
did : hereupon hee condemns thefe jufts and duels in time of peace ? fo 
that it fhould feeme there have been fome peace or truce. But wee heare 
not of any, I doe rather thinke there hath been fome affurance at that 
time. 

That fame yeare, the King of England fent a very valiant Knight ni- 
med Sir Thomas Barcklay into Scotland with a great power of men to affift 
their fa&ion : Robert Stuart and the Lord Liddefdale goe againft him, and 
gave him battell at Blackbume •, where the Lord of Liddefdale fought 
fo eagerly, that all his men being (lain, he and Robert Stuart having one- 
ly three left with them,continued ftill fighting, and defended themfelves 
till night, which being come on , by favour thereof they efcaped ,and la- 
ved themfelves by flight. 

It was not long ere he recompCnfed this loffe,by the defeating of John 
Stir line and his company. This Stirline with five hundreth men aflailed 
the Lord Liddefdale.it unawares, at a place called Cragens, having hue 
fourtie in his company, as he was journeying without any feare or fuf pi- 
cion of an enemy. This did put him into a great feare at firft, but he recol- 
lecting himfelfe out of that fudden affrightment, fought fo valiantly tkae 
hee defeated Stirlimc, (lew fiftie of his men, and tooke fouretie pri- 
foners. 

Afterward the Englifli that lay at Creighton , made divers onfets and 
incurfions upon him , in one of which he was runne through the body 
with a fpeare, and was thereby difabled to doe any fervice for afea- 
fon. 

So foone as he was recovered , being accompanied with twenty men 
onely, he let upon (ixty Englifh, at a place called The blacke Shaw , and 
having wifely taken the advantage or the ground , which was fitter for 
?oot then horfemen, he (lew and took them every one. 

In the fame year 133 8. the »4.of December, or as others, the 2 .of No- 
vember, he let upon the convoy of the Englifh that were carrying vivers 
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to the Caftle of Hermitage, as they were in Melrofle, or neare to it , and 
defeated them, but not without great daughter of his owne men : and fo 
having got the victuals , he went and befieged the Caftle of Hermitage, He takes the 
tooke it, and did viduall it with the fame vidhiall which he had taken at Caftle of 


Hermitage. 


Melrofle. 

He vanquifhed alfo Lawrence Vauch ( alias Rolland Vauch ) a very valiant 
man, with a great company of Englifhmen. 

And in the yeare following ( 133 9) he fought five times in one daynee fighteth 
■with Lawrence (or William ) Ahernethie , a Leader under Balliol, and having five 
beene put to the worfefoure times, faith Hollinjhed , Boetius , five times, 
at the fixth time vanquifhed him,and flew all his men, and took himfelfe and nnqmtu- 
prifonet, and thereafter prefented him to Robert Stuart , who fent him to eth him * 
the Caftle of Dumbartan. For thefe and fuch other exploits atchieved 
by him, he was highly efteemed of all men , and got the name which is 
commonly ufed of him, The flowre of Chivalrie. 

He was after this fent Ambafladour into France to informe King Da- He is ftnt 
•vid ofthe eftate of the Realme, and to conferre with him about weighty 
matters, being either chofen for his worth, or only fent by Robert Stuart ” r ‘ 
as his Collegue, and fofitteft for that employment. While he was 
there he obtained pardon of the K. of France , and peace for one Hugh 
Hambellz famous Pirate. 

• During his abfence in France, Robert Stuart had laid fiege to St. John- Per ‘ h 
ftoun in the yeare 1 3 39. and had divided his Army into foure fquadrons, %uJu 
under foure chiefe Captaines ( each Captaine commanding a part ) of 
which he himfelfe was one, the Earle of March another, William Earle of 
Rofle the third, and Magnus Mowbray Lord of Cliddefdale the fourth; It 
was divers times aflaulted, but they were repulfed with lofte* it being va- ' 
liantly defended by the Englifh that were within. They had lien at it ten 
weekes without doing any good, and were now almoft quite out of hope 
to take it *, fo that they began to thinke of leaving off, when in the very 
meane time the Lord Liddefdale arrives on Tay , having brought with 
him out of France Hambell the Pyrate,with five thips well fumifhed with 
men, munition, and weapons. Thefe men the Lord Liddefdale had hi- ! 
red in France of purpofe for this bufinefle •, amongft them were t wo t 

Knights of the family of Caftle Galliard , and two Efquires, Giles de Id 
Bayesy and J-ohn de Breife , He landed a part of the fouldiers , and left the 
reft in the Ships to keepe the mouth of the river, and he himfelfe march- 
ed to Cowiper in Fife to take it. It had beene deferted by the EngUihmeri 
for want ofvivers in the time of Murray the Governour, and now againe 
itwasfeizedbytheEnglized Scots for the ufe of the Englifti. Their 
Captaine at this time was one William Bullock an Englifti Prieft, but a va- 
liant man, who was alfo T reafurer for them and the fadk ion. The Lord 
Liddefdale deales with him, that feeing there was no hope of fuccour 
from England, and that the Scots Garrifon was not to be trufted to , he 
would forfake the Englifti fa&ion , and enter into King Davids fer- 
vice, promifing to procure him lands in Scotland. Bullock accept- 
ed his offer , and having obtained his promifed lands , hee did much * 
fervice afterward to the King and the Lord of Liddcfchile. Having by 
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R.ecovereth this mcanes recovered Cowper, he returned to the fiege of Saint John- 
Cowper. ftoun, where ( as he was ever forward)he was hurt in the leg with the (hot 

of aCrosbowgoingtotheScalade. NeverthelelTe, he departed not till 
Penh taken, the T owne was taken, or given up by the Govemour thereof Thomas U- 
thred.Tht manner of the taking of it was this : when the fiege had lafted 
foure moneths^and was like to have continued longer, the Earle of Roffe 
• by digging of Mines d re w away the water , and dried up the Foufles and 

Ditches, fo that the Souldiers going to the aflault upon dry ground, and 
approaching the walls without any let or difficultie , beat the defenders 
from off the walls, efpecially by fhooting of darts and arrowes out of the 
Engines which they had caufea make : And fo they rendred, and depart- 
ed with bag and baggage in the yeare 1 340. 

Surline taken W ithin foure dayes after Stirline was alfo befieged,and rendred on the 
fame conditions. 

After the fiege of Saint Johnftoun was ended,the Lord Liddefdale re- 
warded the Frenchmen very liberally , and lent them backe into France 
well contented. He caufed alfo reftore to Hugh HambeU one of his beft 
Ships, which was taken by the enemie during the fiege. For HambeU ha- 
ving adventured to approach the Towne with his Ships to give an a C- 
fault , one of them was taken by the Engli(h,and now was reftored. 

Thus K. Davids party did flourifh by the faithfiill valour of thefe his 
good and notable fubjeCts, and prevaile againft the pretended K. Balliol : 
who feeing fuch fuccefle in K. Davids affaires, durft (how his face no 
longer * but having lurked a while in Galloway , by changing and fluffing 
places for fearc of being intercepted , and wearying of that kinde of life, 
he returnes into England now the fecond time after his conqueft •, he did 
not poffefle his Kingdome long , and but with little eafe or contentment, 
what by the Scots chafing of him, what by the King of England( his good 
Matter) detaining of him little better then a captive. A fhado w of a king- 
dome, or flaverie rather * being miferable indeed, yet fees he not his mi- 
ferie,but feeketh it againe, and Tofeth it againe. 

Butlet us returne to our Lord of Liddefdale, who defitts not herefrom 
doing of good fervice to his King and Countrcy .Edinburgh Cattle is yet 
in the pofleflion of the Englifh : it was too ftrong to force , wifedome 
mutt fupply, which was not lacking in him, no more then valour •, a good 
harmonie, and happy conjunction, which were ever to be wifhed ! There 
THcorigimll was onc Walter T owers ( of whom are defeended the Towers of Innerleith) 
of innmeith. a man of his acquaintance, and a follower of him, bad (by chance)a Ship 
laden with viCtuall in the Firth of Tay befide Dundie.Liddefdale caufeth 
him to bring about his Ship to Forth, where (as he was inftruCted)feign- 
ing himfelfe to be an Englifh Merchant, and fending fome flagons of ve- 
OccaGon of ry fine wine to the Captaine of the Cattle, he prayed him to take him in- 
taking the to his protection , and that he would give fuch order as the reft of his vi- 
S2rg°£ E " Cfuall might be free from all danger and perill of his fouldiers,and of the 
enemie $ promifing that if the Garrifion in the Cattle had need of any 
thing, he mould command any thing that was in his power, fo farre as it 
♦could reach. The Captaine defired him to fend fome hogfheads of the 
fame wine , and fome bisket bread , and promifed him acceffe when he 

pleafed : 
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plcafcd : he further warned him that he Ihould come timely in the morn- 
ing for feare of the Scots, that did make frequent onfets and incurfions in 
thofe parts. The Lord of Liddefdale being advertifed hereof, choofeth 
out 1 2. of his beft men , and the fame night goeth out to Walter Towers 
fhip, and he and his men having borrowed the Mariners apparell, did put 
it on above their Armour , ana fo went to the Caftle, carrying the wine 
and vi&uall with them : he had before placed the reft of his men as neare 
as he could , that they might be in readineffe, upon a figne given them, 
to come to the Caftle to his aid. Liddifdale himfelfe,with Simeon Frafer , 
and William Bullock (fay our Writers, but his name was Sir fohn Bullock ) 

■went a little before , and the reft followed a certaine fpace after. When 
they were let in within the Bulwarke, perceiving the keyes of the Caftle 
hanging upon the Porters arme,they flew him,and without noife opened 
the gate, and. prefently gavethe Agnail , by winding of a home. This 
found gave warning both to his friends and enemies, that the Caftle was 
taken. Both made hafte, the one to defend, the other to purfue •, but the 
Scots having a fteep hill to afeend, behoved to come forward the more 
{lowly : for that caufe (left their Lord fhould be excluded from his men) 
they caft down the carriage in the gate to keep it open,and having fought The oftle 
a (harp fight, at laft they that were within gave place : the Captaine with «i«n, hee 
fix more were taken,the reft were all flaine. And having thus wonne the TaidDm^ 
Caftle,he made his brother William Douglas{.hy they, but fhould call him h« brotha 
i^irchbald) Keeper and Captain thereof. Keeper. 

This fame yeare or the next ( 1 3 3.2. the 30. ofMarch) Alexander Ram- 
fay tooke Roxburgh in Tividale, and fone after fohn Randulph was fet at 
liberty in exchange for fohn Montague taken in France (faith Major) and 
tooke in his owne Caftle of Lochma-bene in Annandale. 

So that by the induftrie and efforts of thefe three Wairdens, the Lord 
Liddefdale in the middle March, Alexander Ramfay in the Eaft, and fohn 
JRandulph in the Weft : the Englifh were wholy expelled out of Scotland 
beyond the Borders, which fell out in the time of Edward the third : nei- 
ther did the Englifh men pofleffe one foote of Scott ifh ground,eXcepting 
the towne of Berwick. Such good fervice did thefe'Noblemen, with the 
other good Nobilitie, in the minoritie and abfence of their Prince from 
his Countrey, againft the great force of England,and a great part of their 
owne Countrey of Scotland, being unfaithfull Subje&s, unnaturall Scot- 
tifhmen. And this thefe Nobles did even for the love they bore to King 
Robert y this Davids father, bearing the heat of the day for him, while 
. heisateafe and fecuritie, with watching, hunger, thirft, cold and great 
efiuiion of their bloud,to make the Kingdome peaceable to him,choofing 
to adventure their lands, their lives, and whatfoever worldly thing is 
deare unto men, rather then to abandon him,and follow his enemies with 
eaie and quietneffe, under whom they might have lived a peaceable life $ 
if they would fet afide regard unto their honour and duetie. 

Such is the force of the love of Subjects, beyond all ftrength of men, 
and riches of treafures, onely able to bide a ftreffe,and hold out : As ma^ n 

bee feen by this example to bee remarked greatly by fubje&s, and enter- 
tained above all treafure by Soveraignes, and to be accounted a chiefe,yea 
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almoft the onely point of true policy, to lovfe and make much of all men,' 
and moft fpecially their Nobilitie •, that they may in fuch their Princes, 
ftraits ( when they {hall happen ) endure the better as thefe menriid, 
which they could not have done, if they had not had authority and dc- 
pendance, and fo been refpeded by their inferiours : who fb would dimi* 
nifh this authority in Noblemen •, abafing them too farrc, and making 
them fufpeft to Princes, and not fafe for them, they erre greatly in poli- 
cie,andunadvifedly cut the props of the Princes (landing, which being 
brangled but a little, his Kingdome is cafily bereft him, all authoritie go- 
ing away with his owne perlon : It fell well out with King David Bruce, 
that thefe Noblemen were not fo, and therefore the more able to doefo 
great things for him. 

After thefe things, they lent Ambafladours to defire King David to 
come home, and fo hee did the i. of June that fame yeare. His firft A& 
was carefully to inquire for, and gratefully to reward fuch as had fuffered 
in his fervice, a prudent A<5t •, But alias (th tmalheur) it falleth often out 
that Princes know not all things, and ere they be informed, they many 
times conclude. The caufe of many errours and much mifehief hath hap-, 
pened thereby ,as it fell out here. We have heard how theLord of Liddef- 
dale ( amongfl many his notable fervices ) had in fpeciall expelled the 
Englifh out of Tividale, and diverfe other places, by his wifedomeand 
valour, and was therefore rewarded with the fame lands, which he injoy- 
' ed afterwards as his rightfull inheritance? from thenceforth he foufed it^ 
as in a manner conquered by himfelf. He was Wairden, and fo defended 
it: defending miniftred juftice, and difeharged the place and office of 
SherifFe, having wonne it from the enemy. This hee did with the tacite 
confent of the Countrey, and by allowance of thole that were in au- 
thoritie. 

Thus being in poffeffion, and trufting to his deferving towards King 
and Countrey, and the Nobilitie of his bloud, and potencie of that houfe 
he was come of •, he looked for no competitour in that which he had ta- 
k A from the enemy. And not knowing or not caring for the Law (as is 
cuftomable to Martiall men)or perhaps being prevented, being flower in 
going to King David , or on fbme fuch like occafion : the Sheriffe-fhip is 
given from him to another. Alexander Ramfay was amongfl the firft that 
welcomed King David at his return, and was received kindly as hee had 
merited, and much made of by him, who for his fervice gave him the 
keeping of the Caftle of Roxbrough,and together with it( whether of the 
Kings owne free and mere motion, or any other fuggeftion, or by Ram- 
[ayes procurement) the Sheriffe- fhip of T ividale, very unadvifedly if hee 
knew Liddefdales intereffe, very ill formed, if he knew it not. Very im- 
prudently (fay our Writers) who blame the Kings indilcrerion,f or giving 
it from William Douglas Lord of Liddefdale, to Alexander Ramfay * and 
for withdrawing of it from fo worthy a man,fo well deferving to whom- 
foever, for that was to make a divifion among his owne : fo it proved^or 
rvilliam Douglas of Liddefdale tooke it very highly that Alexander Ram- 
fay, fliould be preferred before him to that office. But hee was chiefly in- 
cenfed againft the taker of it,as having done him a great indignitie,which 
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snakes k apparent that hee hath not onely accepted of it, but fued for k : 
therefore let altogether on revenge, he fupprefled his ire for that prefent. 

But after fome three moneths, as Alexander Ramfay was excrcilmg the of- 
fice in Hawick, and looked for no fuch thing : hee fet upon him, and ha- 
ving ftain three of his men that flood to the defence of their raader, hee 
hurt him fell, and calling him on a horfc, carried him to the Hermitage, Alexander 
where hee died of famine, according to the teftimony of fundry of our 
Writers, and the black booke of Scene, where it is ihowen that hee was ferUd '* 

taken the 20. of June, and keeped feventeene dayes without meat, fave inth ' Her- 
chat fome few graias of come, which falling downe out of a come loft 
which was above him, were gathered by him and eaten. 

Such is the unbridledneile of anger (juftly called fury) to be greatly 
blamed in him, yet they marke the caufe thereof, the Kings unadvifed- 
nefle id procuring thereby the Ioffe and mine of fo worthy a man of war, 
farre from his fathers prudcncie and prohitie. The King (not acquainted 
yet with military difpofhions) was marvelloufly moved therewkh, and 
purpofed to have punilhed it excmplarily to deterre others from doing 
the like,and therefore caufed fearch very diligently to have apprehended 
Liddcfdale, but in vain : for hee withdrew himfelf to the mountains, and 
defert places ; and in time obtained pardon by the fute of his friends, of 
whom he had purchafed good (lore by his worthy ads for the liberty of 
his Countrey * Among whom Robert Stuart the Kings fillers fonne was 
his fpcciall good friend. That which moll effe&ually lerved to procure 
him favour, was the magnificke, but true commemoration of the great 
^exploits atchieved by him, the condderation of the time , in reipedt 
whereof (the peace being uncertain without, and things not very quiet at 
home) military men were to bee entertained, and ufed with all favour* 

By this occafion he did not onely obtain pardon for his fault, but hee got 
aUbthegiftofkeepingof theCallleof Roxbrough, and Sheriffelhip of 
Tivedale ( and all other his lands in Tivedale, or elfewhcre redorea to 
. him) which the other had, and which were the caufe of the daughter. 

This demencieof King David was (perhaps profitable for that time, but 
pernicious in example.) This fell out (as hath been faid) three moneths 
after the Kingscoming home, and therefore in O&ober, or (perhaps in x 3 . £ 
September) at the head Court in Hawick. His pardon was obtained, He is banifli- 
and his peace made with the King a little before the battell of Durham, *’ d lnd ai £ ftc * 
which was in the yeare 13 46. the 17. of O&ober : So as hee hath beene K a8a,B ‘ 
three or fourcyearesa banifhed man. 

After his returne firom banilhment, finding the King bent upon his 
journey againfl England, he wifely and eamedly dill waded him, and did 
exhort him firll to take order with the disorders at home, and before all 
things to fettle them. For the Earle of Rode had flain the Lord of the 
Hies, whereby a great party of the Kings army was diminifhed, the Lord 
ofthe Ides men lying backfor want of a head \ and fo the Lord Rode* 
and his men for feare of punidiment. So did alfo many others that lay 
ncarethem, retire and go home, fearing lead they Ihould fuffer in their' 
ibfenceby their neighbourhood to thole difagreeing Lords, and be lome 
way endamaged $ wherefore they thought good to provide in time, the 

> bed 


j6 Of William Douglas L. ofCjaUoway 9 

beft they could againft all perrills that might happen. For this caufe hee 
councelled th^ King, firft to fettle peace amongft his owne fubje&s be- 
fore he enterprifed a forraign war •, that peace being fettled, and bis army 
united, he might the more ftrongly, and with better fuccefle invade Eng- 
land. But the King contemning his good and whohome counfell, (his 
French friendfhip prevailing more with him, then either his owne good^ 
or the good of his Countrey) hee raifed an army wherewith hee entred 
'rhe bittcli England, and was encountred by the Englifh at Durham,where the Scots 
Ki° u i£wi were defeated. King David Bruce taken prifoner, and with him fbefide o- 
taken. V thers) William Earle of Douglas, and the Lord of Liddefdale, who were 
fhortly after ranfomed or difmifTed fo much the more eafily,for that they 
had the King, and fo cared the lefle for others. This fell out in the ycare 
i34<S.O&ober the 17. as hath been laid. 

LiHdcfdaie While the Lord Liddefdale is a prifoner amongft his enemies, be for- 

takenaifo. getteth not his friends at home. Sit David Barcklay had flain one John 
Douglas , brother to Sir VVilliam 6 v\d father to Sir James of Dalkeith(fay 
our Writers ) befidc Horfewood: but they (hould fay rather, brother to 
Sir William, (for there Sir William is the fame Lord of Liddefdale, of 
whom wee now fpeake, fonne naturall togood Sir James ) neither was 
John Douglas flain in Horfewood, but in Kinrolher,by Loch-leven.This 
Barcklaj alfo had taken Sir John Bullock at the Kings command, and puc 
him in prifon in Lindores, where hee died of hunger almoft in the fame 
fort that Sir Alexander Kamfay died. The Writers lay the blame on the 
Nobilitie that envied fo worthy a man, and accufed him falfely to the 
King of un faith fulnefle $ but they tell notin what point. They themfelves,, 
call him a worthy Chaplain of great wifedome, fingular prudencie, and 
eloquence, beyond any in his time, who had been Chamberlain to Ed- 
ward Balliol, T reafurer to the reft of the Englifhmen in Scotland,and laft- 
ly, Chamberlain to King David, and amongft the chief of his Counfel- 
iers reputed as another Chuflay. Neverthelefle, thus was he delated, and 
taken away, having done divers good offices in the Common-wealth, 
and being very neceflary unto it. The Lord of Liddefdale had drawne 
him from the Englifh fa&ion to King Davids paity , and he had ufed him 
- in good fervices, whereof hee was not forgetful 1, ever remaining one of 
his fpeciall friends. This giveth men matter of fufpition, that his death 
* was for ill will to the Lord of Liddefdale by the King incenfed againft 
him, never digefting in heart the death of Sir Alexander Ramfaj, whereby 
the King is blamed, as counfeller or follower thereof* and that Sir David 
Barcklay enemy to him, did execute it willingly, or did procure the Kings 
command thereto. The taking of the Caftle of Edinburgh, in the yeare 
1 34 r .by the Lord of Liddefdale, was plotted by Sir John Bullock , fay the 
Writers, whom quicknefleofwit, and fharpnefle of invention paft all 
men in his dayes. In revenge of this, Liddefdale caufeth flay Sir David 
Barcklay, by the hands of Sir John Saint Michaell (fay they) but they 
fhould have laid Carmichaell in Aberdene. A juft fait, but not juftly done; 
r che matter wasgood, the forme ill, being befides and againft all order > 
but who could wait for order in fo difordered a Countrey ? when 
fhould hee by order of law have obtained juftice, his Prince being in 
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captivitic • his duetie to his friends defendeth the fad , the eftate 
or the Countrey excufeth the forme. God looketh not fo upon 
things : hee had before ( as wee heard ) (lain Sir Alexander Ram fay, he 
muft not want his owne fhare, but who durft doe it ? The avenger 
of bloud finds the means. Such is the eftate of man> what can they lean 
to on earth i ere he do not pay that debt of bloud > the Earle of Douglas 
lhall exad it ^ his Chief, his Coufm,and to adde that alio his owne fonne 
in Baptifme (as the Lord Liddefdale was to the Earle of Douglas, for 
the black book of Scone calleth him his fpirituall father) and thus it 
came to pafle. 

The Lord of Liddefdale being at his paftime, hunting in Attrick For- 
reft, is befet by William Earle of Douglas, and fuch as hee had ordained 1 3 5 3 

for that piirpofe,and there aflailed, wounded and (lain befide Galfewood 
in theyeare 1353. upon a jealoufie that the Earle had conceived of him of Dougiw. 
with bits Lady, as the report goeth, for fo fayes the old fong. 

The CountefTe of Douglas, out of her Boure flie came. 

And loudly there that flie did call j 
It is for the Lord of Liddefdale, 

That I let all thefe teares downe fall. 

r The fbngalfo declareth how fliee did write her love letters to Liddifl- 
dale, to diffwade him from that hunting. It tells likewife the manner of 
the taking of his men, and his owne killing at Galfewood, and how hee 
was carried the firft night to Lindin Kirk, a mile from Selkirk, and was 
buried within the Abbacie of Melroflc. 

The caufe pretended, or the caufe of this flaughter, is by our Writers 
alledgedto be the killing of this Alexander Ramfay, znd Sir David Bark lay, 
and fome other grudges, and fo the Earle faid himfelf, as they fay, and fo 
it was indeed, if we looke unto God 5 but who doth beleeve him, that it 
was on his part i no W riters, no report, no opinion of men doth beleeve 
it, not untill this day. They lay the caufe on his ambition, on his envie of 
Liddefdales honour,and jealoufie of his greatnefle. Reafon fwaies'to the 
fame fide, and brings great if not neceflary arguments t for what had hee 
to doe with Alexander Ramfay , that he Ihould for his fake dippe his hands 
in his owne bloud < farre lefl'e for Sir David Barcklay , on whom he him- 
felf Ihould have taken avengement, if the Lord Liddefdale had not done 
it 5 this tfofm Douglas whom Barcklay flew, being foneare to himfelfe ; 
but lomething muft bee faid to colour things. But this will not colour 
this blemifh,though in a faire body indeed as we (hall fee hereafter. Doth 
ambition fpring from a great minde ? Doth envie, of vertue i jealoufie, of 
hatred < Let noble hearts efehew them 5 it is the bafeft thought that can 
fall into a mans mind. Right minds love vertue, even in ftrangers, even 
in enemies •, generous minds ftrive to do better, not to hinder fuch as do 
well. It is a ftrange maxime and ill grounded, a wicked wifedome and 
perverfe policy, to keep backe ones mend in whom vertue appeares. It, 
is of follies the greateft tolly, to hinder their growth, for fear they ihould 
overgrow our greatnefle * the which when we doe, it comes to pafle that 
wee are outgrowneby ftrangers, and often by our enemies: yea under- 
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mined oftentimes, while our friends (thus kept under) are unable to un- 
derprop us, as they both fhould and would do : a fuff reward offo uajuft 
wifedome. But for them {elves to put hand in them for their worth, lean 
finde no name to it. I mud wifh this Nobleman had beene free from fo 
foul a blot, and I would fain vindicate him, and fome fmall appearance 
there is, that it was not his fa&. But the current of wknefles lay it upon 
him, and who can contend again A. all the world. Wherefore let us regrace 
it and not allow k, efehew it and nut excufe ic,or follow it^as we are too 
ready to follow evill examples. 

To returne, thus he lived, and thus hee died, for whofe Elogium fhort, 
but worthie •, let it be laid (as k was then blazed in the mouttes of men, 
and cited by the manufeript) He was terrible and fear e full in armts ; meek, 
milde and gentle, in pease y the feourge of England, and fare buckler and 
wall of Scotland, whom neither hard fuccefle could make flack, nor pr efferent 
float hfull. Hee is Ailed by the W riters a fecond to none, and by confenc 
of that age and voyce of the people, the Aowre of Chivalrie : he was of- 
ten wounded, thrice a prifoner, and ever ready to fight again, what man- 
hood < what wifedome behoved it to be ? with fifty men, to overcome 
five hundreth : with twenty, to take and flay fixtie. What invincible 
minde was it, that being defeated five times in one day, hee had the cou- 
rage to fight and overcome the fixth time. Let HannibaU wonder at 
sMarcellus, that neither overcoming, nor overcome, would futfer him to 
reft • yet was he not thus reftleffe that we reade of, a worthy branch of 
fuch a ftock, a true member of fuch a houfe, well retaining that naturall 
fappe fucked from his PredecefTours,of valour, and of loveto his Coun- 
trey .And tbusiarre concerning the name of Douglas in this branch there- 
of, in the time of the minorky or abfence of the chief. Now let us return 
to the Principall ftock, the Earle of Douglas himfelf. 

Gulielmus Douglaffius Liddalianus, 1333 xaflus 

Omnia quando habeas, qua Mars, dedit omnibus unus 

Ut Mars Marte ferox fulminet altatuo. 

Hoc fates ut fat tare par cm •, tibi Defuit mum hoc : 

J&ainagc foflee hoflemcatera Joins tris, 

Johns Heroes. 


In Englifh thus. 

Whiles thou alone ill valour didft enjoy, 

Mars doth beftow on thofe he would impk y„ 
One onely vertue wanting, doth appeare 
To make thee excellent, thou couldll not b a r 
An equall, bate this pride, and thou fhalt li . 
This honour never fouldier was more brave , 
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' Of William the fifth of that Name , the tenth Lord± 

and firjl Earle (^Douglas. 

U Nto Hugh the ninth Lord of Douglas, did fuccced his nephew 
William fonne to Archbald Lord of Galloway, and Governour 
of Scotland, who was (lain at Hallidon hill. Ofthis William the 
other great branch of Dduglajjes dothfpring-, to wit, the houfe of An- 
gus, which overtoppeth the reft, and at laft fucceedeth unto the place of 
the ftock. Heeit is alfo that raifeth the houfe to the dignitie of an Earle- 
dome, and doth greatly increafe the ftate thereof. That he was fonne to 
<^irchbald } and not to Sir fames (asfome doemiftake it) it is cleareby 
divers confirmations, in which Sir fames is exprcfly termed his unde* 
and Archbald his father. And fo doth the Charter witnefle* upon which 
the confirmation proceeds . The Charter is given by Hugh Lord Douglas 
brother and heire to the late Sir fames Douglas ,to William fonne and heire 
to Archbaldbxothetto good Sir fames Douglas. It is dated at Aberdene 
the 28. of May. 134a. The Kings Charter likevvife cleareth it, bearing 
David dei gratia , Sciatis nos concefstjje, <^iGulielmo^f Douglas ( faith 

the one ) ConfirmaJJe dilecto , & fideli nojlro Gulielmo de Douglas militi 
(faith the other) Omnes terras r edit us ^ c-r poffefsiones per totum regnum no - 
Jlrorum , de quibus quondam Jacobus dominns de Douglas avumulus funs, & 
Archibalds de Douglas Pater fuus milites obierunt vefiiti. 

Touching his marriage, wefindethatheehad three wives! Thefirft 
was (JMargaret, daughter to the Earle of Dumbarreand March-, by whom wives, and* 1 
he had gotten two fonnes fames (lain at Otterburn, and Archbald called childrcrt - 
the grimme Lord of Galloway ,and afterward Earle of Douglas : and one 
daughter married to theLord ofMontgomerie.His fecond wife was Mar- 
garct UWarre, daughter to Donald or Duncan Earle of Marre, and after- 
Wards heire, and inheritrix of that Earledome : for this Duncan had but 
one fonne named Thomas and this c Margaret, Thomas twife married : by 
his firft marriage he had one onely fon named Thomas alfo t This fecond 
Thomas was married to tMarjorie After to this William Earle of Douglas, 
but died without ifliie : his father Thomas married a fecond Wife, CMar- 
garet Stuart , Who Was inheritrix of the Earledome of Angus, but he had 
ho children by her : fo that there being none left now of Duncans race* 
but this Mdrgdrct Marre , married to the Earle of Douglas : we finde him 
ftiled Earle of Marre in his wives right in the yeare 1378. whereof divers 
Monuments and Evidents yet extant do beare witnefle. By this Margaret 
Marre, he had one onely daughter I [obeli Douglas, who did fuccecd to the 
Earledome of Marre. She was twice married; Firft to Malcome Lord 
Drummond, by whom fhee had no children. Secondly, to Alexander 
Stuart, fonne to the Earle of Buchan, brother to King Robert the third* 
but had no children by him neither, yet {he did refigne the Earledome in 
his favour, as a Charter given thereupon by King Robert the third to him 
and his heires, which falling unto her and her heires; Thirdly, the Earle* 
of Douglas after the deceafe of Margaret Marre , tooke to bis third wife 
Margaret Stuart daughter to Thomas Stuart Earle of Angus, and his heire 
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and inheretrix of the lands,& Earldome ofAngus.ThisTbomas was fon to 
gohn Stuart & brother to Walter Stuart the great Stuart of Scotland, who 
married Marjorie Bruce, daughter to King Robert Bruce. Now this Margaret 
had a brother who died without ift’ue, and a filler called Elizabeth, mar- 
ried to Alexander Hamilton of Cadyow. Margaret Sflwrjierfelfe was firfl 
married to Thomas Marre Earle of the fame, and fonne to Duncan or Do- 
nald , but had no children by him .Then fhee was married to this William 
Earle of Douglas, by whom file had a fonne named George. This George 
fucceeded to her in the Earledome of Angus, and by gift of his lifter ifa- 
hel Douglas inheritrix of Marre, he got the lands that fhe had gotten from 
her father : which difpofition I fate l made to her brother George , and not 
to games or Archbald , for good confiderations to be related at large here- 
after, when we fhall cometo treat of the houfe of Douglas. 

And fo we fee him very fortunate and honourable in his marriage , in 
his purchafes, and in his children : his honourable minde appeares in his 
deportment to his fifter Uterine , whom the W riters call Eleonora de Bruce , 
to whom he gives no Jefte then the Baronie of Wefter Calder in mar it a- 
gium to her and her heires whatfoever, with her h usband Sir games San - 
dilands, as the tranfumpt of the Charter beares, extra died by games Dou- 
glas Lord Dalkeith 1420. April 4. The Charter it felfe is not dated, but 
the giver iscleare, Gultelmus Douglas Dominus loci ejufdem, and Sir games 
his entaile dpth cleare it , in which he is called Earle of Douglas and 
Marre. This Eltonora Bruce had to her father Robert Bruce (fome call him 
lexapder ) fon to Edward fiaine in Ireland, and Coufin Germane with 
K .Robert. He was Earle of Carridl, and after the death of Archbald Lord 
of Galloway , he married his relidl this Earles mother , and had by her 
this Lady Elionora, who (as we have faid ) was married to Sir games Sau- 
di lands. In regard of this marriage, and the Donation of thefe lands, that 
houfe of Sandilands gave the coat of the houfe of Douglas , a Heart and 
three mullets , which none elfe hath befides him , except thofe the 
name of Douglas. 

This Earle Wtlliam was bred in France, and as the manufeript heareth 
pioft part in the warres 1 his firft returne to Scotland was before the bat * 
tell of Durham fome few ycares, which appears by the forenamed Char- 
ter given him by his uncle in theyeari 342. Touching his a&ions after hi 
, return, the firft was a hard entry at the battell of Durham,where the King 
made many Knights to ftirre them up to fight valiantly •, and firft he cre- 
ated William Lord Douglas an Ea,rle. In the morning, being Warden, he 
is lent to view the Englifh Camp , and engaged among them ere he was 
aware , he had a number of his men flaine , andhimfelfe alfo narrowly 
Hce is taken efcaped. In the battell (being Leader oftfic Fore ward; he was taken and 
S'mHmi at King him felfe like wife, with divers others. But Ids fuccefle after is 

more fortunate : for the better underftanding whereof, let us remember 
the e ftate of affaires of the Countrey of Scotland at chat time. 

After King David Bruce was taken prifoner at the field of Durham, the 
tnglifh repoflefTed themfelves of the Merfe, T ivedate, Liddefdafe, and 
Lawdetdale: fo that their Marches were Cockbumfpath and Savymiy, 
and from that to Carnilops, and the Corfe-cave. Baikal had gotten again 
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his old inheritance in Galloway, and wafted Annandale, Nidifdale and 
Cliddifdale, with fire and fword,and had alfo with Perae overrun Low- 
thian : neither could there be an army made up in Scotland to refift him 
for fame few yelrcs,fo that Badiol behaved himfelfe again as King: but 
we heare that no obedience hee got by the good will of the people. The 
Scots had chofen Robert Stuart (who was King afterward) to bee Gover- 
nor in the Kings abfence, but no great adtion is recorded, that hee was 
abletotakein hand at fuch a time, and in fuch eftate of his Countrey.The 
Earle of Douglas being ranfbmed or difjnift,the more cafily for that they Rwfom«<L 
had the King intheirpower, returned home. Thereafter there fell out a 
matter very greatly to bee lamented, that it fliould have fallen into the 
hands of fo worthy a ptefon,the killing of the Lord of Liddefdale by the He kjl , esLitJ . 
Earle : let me never exetffe f uch a fad, I may well bee Tory for it. But 1 defdaic. 
wonder at this, that the Earle after his flaughter, fhould have obtained 
his whole eftate : notonely that which hee did acquire for his owne ver- 
tue and valour in the Borders, as Liddefdale with the Sheriffhip ofRox- 
brough,or Tweddale, but alfo thofe lands which hee had gotten by his 
wife, as Dalkeith, Newlands,Kilbugho, &c. But being rightly confide- 
red it leemes not fo ftrange,-for after the Lord of Liddeldale had flain 
Sir Alexander Ram fay ^ the King apparantly hath never pardoned from 
his heart. But being (fill incenfed againft him (as may appeare in that 
adionthe King allowed , or rather moved of Sir DOrvid 'Barcklay in taking 
and flaying Sir $ohn 'Bullock a fpeciall freind of the Lord of Liddefdale, 
and for ill will and fpite of him ( fay our W riters) and that his anger be- 
ing renewed, and increafed by the killing of Sir David Barcklay : It is 
pofttble the King hath beene well pkafed to heare and know ofhisru- 
me, whereupon the Earle of Douglas there being none fo able to do it as And ©btaih* 
he, being his Chief and kinfman, having his owne particular grudge, was * 4 

incouraged to make him away, and having dene it, hath obtained his ta 
lands the more eafily.'Our Hiftories teftiftethat the houfe and name of 
D ouglas was divided againft it fell, purfuing each other for many yeares 
together with much blood filed, and ail upon this occafion. Belike the 
marriage of theLord Liddefdales daughter, to Sir pomes Douglas of Low* 
den, Kincavell, and Calder*cleere , hath beene or fhould have been made 
in his owne time* which hath moved the Douglas of Dalkeith, Calcfer- 
deere,andthem of Strabrock to make head againft the Earle, as thofe 
who did moftrefenc that flaughter. But at kft the Earle (as common- 
ly retnorfe cometh after bloud )rcpentiog,or at the incerceffion of friends, 
gives the lands of Dalkeith, Newlands, and Kilbogho.to Mary daughter 
to the Lord of Liddefdale, by refignation in favour of her ( as is extant in 
our publick Regifter ) to regain the favour and dependence of his friends, 
that were alienated from him-, retaining Liddefdale and his other Border- 
lands and Offices in hisowne perfon : fbrwe finde in the Regifter 'pauses 
Douglas fonne to William Earle of Douglas, and Marre, ftiled Lord of 
Liddefdale in a letter- of penfion of aoo marks fterling granted to him b£ 

King Robert the firft ofthe Stuarts. 

His firft care was toefehver his own inheritance from the Englifh bon* 
dage, for which piwpofe leaving gathered: together a company of bis 

. friends, 
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friends. He recovered Douglafdale from them, having (lain and chafed 
them every man out of it : then encouraged with this fuccefle, the favour 
of his countrey people increafing towards him, and greater companies 
drawing to him : he expelled them alfo out of Attrick Forreft and Tued- 
dale, and the greater part of T ivedale. 

At that time John Copland ( I know not whether it were hee) that had 
taken King David at the baftell of Durham, or fome other of that fame 
name,was Captain of the Caftle of Roxbrough,and feeing that the Earle 
of Douglas did fo prevail againft his countrey men, gathered together a 
great company of them, and went forth to oppofe him, but was quickly 
put to flight, and conftrained to retire to the faid Caftle again. 

Thus having reprefled and eje&ed the Englifh out of thofe parts of 
Scotland, he not contented therewith refolveth to invade them in their 
owne Countrey: wherefore he accompanied with the Earle of MarchChis 
owne father in law) and having gathered together a great power of men, 
as privately, and as fecretly as hee could, hee marched towards England. 
Conflift at They fent V William Ramfay ofDalhoufie before, and gave him order to 
Nwbet-moor. bum Norame,and to fpoilthe Countrey about, to draw the Englifh upon 
their hoaft, which lay in ambufeade at a place called Nisbet-mocre. 
Ramfay having done his part very dexteroufly as he was injoyncd,having 
gathered together a great bootie of cattell, made as if hee would drive 
them into Scotland. The Englifh to recover their goods, purfued him 
eagerly, and he flying of purpofe drew them into the ambufhment, where 
the Scots arifing fuddenly, fet upon them fiercely, and put them to flight 
with great flaughter. There were taken prifoners, Thomas Cray and his 
fonne, with f-ohn Darcy a N oble man,ana many others, even the greateft 
part of them. 

He take* Ber- After this ( being encouraged by their former fuccefle) they did enter- 

Wlck prife againft the to wne of Berwick , and took it in by fcalade,not without 

great oppofition and refiftance, having been difeovered by the watches. 
They had in their company Eugenie Garrantiers, with fome fouretie 
Frenchmen more, whom tfohn King of France had fent into Scotland a 
little before, with foure thoufand crownes to wage fouldiers therewith, 
and this was all excepting fair promifes, a weake fupport in fo great a 
ftrait ! and let it bee well marked, that men may fee how farre they erre 
from the truth, that alledge that our Countrey and the liberty thereof 
- hath been maintained andupheld by fupport from France, and not by 
the valour and induftry of the inhabitants. The Nobility tooke the mo- 
ney, and divided it amongft themfelves, profecuting the warre in their 
owne manner by frequent incurfions and inrodes. Thefe fouretie were 
prefent at this exploit, and at other occafions where they behaved them- 
ielves valoroufly . It is faid by fome, that 't homos Stuart Earle of Angus 
was prefent at thefe furprifes, and that he had a chiefe hand in it, as being 
the man that firft broached it, and drew the refttoitbyhisperfwafion: 

, But moft Authours mention onely the two former. There were flainc 

Within the towne of Berwick, Alexander Ogle , Govemour thereof, Tho- 
mas Per tie brother to the Earle of Northumberland, and Edward Gray 
with others : but they could not winne the Caftle which he held againft 
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them : whereupon King Edward coming to refcue it •, they being not able 
to keep the towne, rifled it, and then burnt it^md razed the walls thereof, 
in the yeaie 1 355. King Edward caufed repair it again,and while that was 1555'. 
in doing, he went himfelf to. Roxbrough, where he kept his refidence for Reamed by 
that time : Thither came Balliol, and being wearied(as may be fuppofed) the Ensl,lh ’ 
of his titular Kingdome, refigned all that hee had, which was a (ho w and 
pretenfe to it. The King of England requeuing inftantly that hee would 
avenge him of the injuries done to him by the Scots, who would not ac- 
knowledge nor obey him, but had expelled him out of his Kingdome: 

King Edwardhtzxd him very willingly, and upon that pretext invaded 
Lowthian by fea and land : but his Navie was difperfed and broken by 
ftorme of weather, and by land the vi&uall was put out of the way, fo as 
he was conftrained to retire home again, after he had powred out his fury 
upon Edinburgh, Hadington, and other cownes in Lowthian which lay 
in his way. He being gone, the Earle of Douglas palled into Galloway, 
and partly by force, partly by perfwafion and entreatie, hee reduced that 
whole^Countte to the Kings obedience*, and caufed Demid CMaekdowgall 
one of the principall men in Galloway, to take hrs oath of allegiance and 
fidditk in the Church of Cumnock. HiUirrfhcd attributeth this to the 
Lord of Niddifdale his brothers fonne, natural! (bnne to the Lord of 
Galloway : he tookealfo by force the CafUe of DaMwinton and Carla- 
verock, and razed them. Some Hiftories fay they were razed by compo- 
fition, and upon agreement by King David himfelf after his retume. At • 
this time alfo $obn Stuart fonne to Robert the Governour recovers An- 
nandakfrom the enemy ,and Roger Kilpatricke took in Difdeir. And even 
ns before in their Kings minority they had done: fo now during hiscap- 
tivitie, thefe his faith hill fubje&smadehiseneiniesto reap but (mall pro- 
fit of all die pains, having now again delivered this Councrey from them 
nbnoft every where. Leek be remarked ( as wee faid before ) totheend 
that Kings and Princes may think it the beftpoHcy that can bee topro- 
cure and entertain the love and heartieaffedion of his fubje&s, and more 
ipcdaUy ofhisfaithfuUNobiliiie. 

Shortly after this they write , that the Earle of Douglas went into 
France with 3000. men , and was made Knight of thechiefcft order in 
that Kingdome : he was prefent at the battell of Poi&iers *, where the Dougin ,it _ 
field being loft , tndfohn King of France taken prifoner by Edward the 
black Prince ( fonto King Edward the third ) the Earle of Douglas efca* 
ped very hardly Jbeing refeued by his own men, of whom there was flam 
Andrew Stuart, Robert Gordon, ^Andrew ttaltburton , and c Andrtw Vaffe 
Knights. Archbald Douglas, (on naturall to good Sir $a»;es, and brother 
to the Lord Liddifdale was taken prifoner, and with him William Ramfay 
ofColluthie. Arc kbald vns known (or a man ofqualirie , but the other 
not knownto be a man of any eftate, and they perceiving it, the more to 
deceive their ViStR\,\~Archbald ofed him as his ferving- man, making him ' 
to pul off his boots, and do fuch other drudgerie,by which means he was ^ 
fet at libertie for a (mall ranfomc. 

Now, as thefe a&ions of wane do (hew bis valour and love to bis 
Countrey, fo likewife (here fell out an occafion at home in matter of 
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State Policie , which did no leffe manifeft his prudencie, magnanimitie, 1 
and affedfion to his native foile which was this : King David being re- 
turned from his captivity ,after he had fpent fome five years in fettling of 
the troubles and affairs of his Kingdomc , after he had fined fuch as had 
fled firft at the battell of Durham , andcompofed fuch broiles anddif- 
a Parliament or(lers as were amon g ft his fubje&s,at laft in the year 1 3 53 .he kept a Par- 
liament. There he propounded unto the Eftates , that they would give 
S' Kmg-° f wa y to t ^ ie “ nitin g °f the two Kingdomes of Scotland and England-, and 
domes fought. feeing he himfelf had no children, be contented to give way , that King 
Edward of England, or his fon, might be his SuccefTour. Whether he 
made this propofition, becaufe he did judge it indeed to be moft profi- 
table for both Kingdomes, fo to end all their quarrells, and warres , or 
that he had taken a great liking of the King of Englands fon, or clfe that 
he had been conftrained to promife and fweare to do it by King Edward , 
when he was in his power, or fome other occafion,it is uncertain.But the 
motion was fo ill taken by all that were there prefent , that they had na 
patience to flay till every mans vote were asked in his turn , but altoge- 
ther with one voice did cry out with a confufed noife and clamour, dete- 
fting it, and protefting,that fo long as they were able to bear armes, they 
would never give their confent thereunto-, that they had one of age to be 
heir already, whenfoever God fhould call him. Efpecially the Earle of 
Douglas took it fo to heart, that he entred into League with Robert Stuart 
Earle of Stratherne,(who was next heir,and was-chiefly prejudiced here- 
by) with Patrick Earle of March , George Earle of Murray his brother, 
tfohn Stuart of Kile, ( afterward Robert the third ) and Robert Stuart of 
Monteith (after Duke of Albanie) to withftand and oppofe this bufineflfe 
to the uttermoft of their powers , in cafe the King fhould profecute it, 
and to defend themfelves if he would ufe violence againft them. And 
they were fo forward herein, and went fo fatre on in it, that it had al- 
moft come to an open rebellion. Neither were they reconciled untill the 
King changed his purpofe And then by the mediation ofthePrelats of 
the Realm, they defifted, and gave their oath of fidelitie to him again in 
the year 13 66 . having been at variance and jealoufie the fpace of two or 
three years. The Englifh W riters would make it feem to have been but 
collufion , and that the King did but propound it for exoneration of his 
promife to King Edwardfxid was glad of the refufall, for that hfe was not 
to labour further in it. But our Hiftories fignifie no fuch thing, and fay 
dire&ly that he did itfincerely,andwas highly offended with the deniall 
for the time, and that thofe who had refuted, looked for the worft,and fee 
themfelves for defence yea, thatthey went fo farre, that fome of them 
made incurfions upon the towns and villages in the Countrey, to terrific 
the King ( faith (Major ) and that he might learne to know , thatthe 
whole Kingdome did not altogether depend upon him , but upon the 
good counfell,and mature advice of the Nobility. Atuf Boetius writes* 

9 that the convention being difTolved, there followed rebellion of fome of 
the Nobility : whileff they feared that they bad offended the King with 
their free fpeeches , determining to enterprife and do fomewhat before 
they fhould be caufed to fuffer. Such is the force of jealoufie when it en~ 
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tereth into mens breads. And therefore it is to be e/chewed with great 
care , and the occafions thereof cut off betimes : For it cometh often to 
pafle,that upon fuch f ufpitions, when neither partie have had an ill mea- 
ning, but have been afraid of ill, and fought to prevent it, fuch inconveni- 
ences have followed, as would not have fallen out otherwife. And there- 
fore above all things aflurance fhould be given to CounfelloUrs, and free 
voters, that in their free delivering oftheir opinions,they fhall not offend 
there •, or if they do fufped they have offended him, the fufpition fhould 
be removed betimes, and they put in fecuritie. And this King c David did 
in this matter, asthemoft judicious of our Writers fay. They that had 
carried out againft it mod freely (faith he) hearing that the King was an- 
gry, were about to have made defection , whofe fear when the King un- 
derftood,he remitting all wrath, received them immediatly into favour. 
By this wife government and modeftie on all fides fufpition was taken a- 
way, and howbeit h.e was offended for the time , becaufe they did not 
yeeld to Ins defire, yet afterward he rejoyced greatly ( as certainly he had 
great caufe J to fee the true and heart ie affedionsof his fubje&s to their 
Countrey, to his own bloud,and the houfe of Bruccjthe uprightrteffe, fin- 
cerity,and magnanimitie ( vertues requifite and neceflary rorCounfel- 
lours ) in refilling even himfelf for himfelf , for his own honour and 
good, which were both greatly interefied by this his defire,if he had ob- 
tained it \ being foprejudiciall to his fiiler,and her off- fpring, Who have 
happily fucceeded yet flnce, befides the breach of oath to his father, the 
fervitude of his Countrey , fubje«5ling it to ftrangers, and the ftain of his 
honour for ever,to have been the authour of fo un worthie a.fadt, And 
without all doubt, it was greatly againft the fecurjty of his ovvn Perfon* 
In regard of the ambition of his dengned Succeflour and tdeir ( King £</- 
w*rd ) and his impatiencic to abide Gods leifure, who in a colder nope, 
had ufed indirect means to make away T bonus Randolph . What Would 
•not that man have attempted for a certain poffeffion < And what, mife- 
xable cafe had the Perfon of this good King been in, if he had gotten his 
own will? if his will had been accounted as a Law by thefe his fubje&s i 
A notable example to Counfdlours, cf freedome. Where their Princes 
good,and the good oftheir Countrey doth require it: to Princes of mo- 
deftie in Oppofttion made to that which may be their will for a time', and 
whereunto for the prefent appearance they may be verie bent. A happy 
“King that can fb difpole himfelf not to be wedded to' his own affe&ions 
oneiyl Or if not fo> yet happy is hee that hath fuch Counfellcrs, who 
will refolutely remonftrate the right, and ftarid to it, by which means 
Be may be brought to examine his own affedions, to fee theerroursof 
them, and rejoyce thereafter that he did not what he moft deli red. Cer- 
tainly, this King hath rejoyced at it all the reft of his dayes, living in great 
cpiietnefTe fome foure or five yeares. There Was not any grudge, ftgajtc* 
burning orluf pition after this between liiir. and any of them : Theft was 
the integritie of heart on both fides,and fo it fliould be in reconcilements*^ 
otherwise enmities rouft be perpetuall,or would befo, if it were not ho- 
ped that the reconciliation would bee lincere, and entire. Nay, where it 
is not fo, that peace is worfethen any warre, and nothing elfe but a fnare 
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to entrap men. King David died in the Caftle of Edinburgh in the Towre 
which he himfelf had caufed build, and is called from his name Davids 
Towre, in the yeare 1370. the nine and thirtieth yeare of his reigne, and 
was buried at Holyrood-houfe. 

After his deceafe there was a Convention of the States at Linlithgow, 
to have Crowned Robert Stuart fon to Marjorie Bruce King Roberts daugh- 
ter. Thither went the Earle of Douglas, and did claime the Crowne ; 
where he was fo ftrongly accompanied, that they feared hee would have 
taken it by force, if it were not given him voluntarily. He alledgedthat 
lie was to be preferred before Robert Stuart, becaufe his right was derived 
both from Ballioh and Cummin - Now for the better underftanding of the 
ground of his claime, wee muft remember that King Alexander the third 
dying without heires, the title of the Crowne was devolved to David 
Earle of Huntington, brother to the faid ^Alexanders Grandfather, King 
William. This David of Huntington ( as Hiftories relate ) had three 
daughters, Margaret, Ifabel, and ^yilda or ^Mda. The eldeft ( Margaret ) 
was married to i^Allane Lord of Galloway *, Ifabel the fecond, to Robert 
Bruce, called commonly Robert the Noble •, the third, Alda ox Ada, to 
Henry Hajlings , whofe Pofteritie doth ftill yet happily with good report 
poftefte the Earledome of Huntington. This <^Alane Lord of Galloway 
had by his wife Margaret (eldeft daughterto David) two daughters (as is 
mod commonly reported ) Dornagilla and Mary, Dornagilla his eldeft 
daughter was married to John Balliol , father to that John Ba/liol who was 
afterward Crowned King of Scotland. Mary his fecond daughter was 
married to John Cumfnin Earle of Marre, and (by her)Lord of Galloway, 
called Read John Cummin (lain by King Robert Bruce at Dumfrees. Some 
write that this lane had three daughters, and that the eldeft was mar- 
ried to one Roger Earle of Winton, of whom feeing we have no mention 
in pretenfion to the Kingdome, it is apparent that either there hath been 
nofuch woman, orthatfhe hath died without children. Buchanan fayes 
he had three daughters at his death in the life of Alexander the fecond. 
Alfo Boetius (in his thirteenth boo k,fol. 294 . ) faith the fame,and calleth 
this man Roger guincie Earle of Winton, who (faith he) was made Con- 
ftable for his father in law A lane, and continued in that Office untill the 
dayes_9f Ring Robert Bruce, and then being forfeited for treafon, the Of- 
fice Of Conftable was given to Hay Earle of Arrall : hee fayes alfo that 
John Cummin did not marry one of planes daughters, but one of this 
Jguincits Earle of Winton, who had married the faid A lanes eldeft daugh- 
ter, which is carefully to bee marked. Hollinfhed fayes the fame in his 
Chronicle of Scotland, and calleth him Roger ciuincie. John Cummin had 
by Mary his wife one onely daughter, called Dornagilla, who was marri- 
ed to Archbald "Douglas {lain at Halidon hill, father to this Earle William, 
ofwhomweenow fpeake*, whereby hee was Grandchild to Mary, and 
great Grandchildeto Margaret ( David of Huntingtons eldeft daughter ) 
and by confequent reckoning from David of Huntington his daughter, 
* 1 Margaret, 2 her daughter Mary, 3 Maries daughter, 4 this Earle FT/V- 
liam is the fourth peffon. On the other fide, for Robert Stuart , reckoning 
likewife from the laid David of Huntington * his daughter 1 I fabel, her 
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fonne, 2 Robert Bruce Earle of Carrie, 3 his fonne King Robert, 4 his 
daughter-Marjory. 5 her fonne Robert Stuart is the fifth perfon, which is a 
degree further then the Earle of Douglas, who was in equall degree with 
M*r)orj his mother. This reckoning is not unlike that whereby Robert 
Earle of Carri& did claim it before when he contended with Balliol for 
Bruce was a Male arid a degree neerer,equall with Balliols motherland this 
Earle was alfo the Male, and a degree neerer then Stuart, equall with his 
Mother * and befides all this, he was come of the eldeft of Davids daugh- 
ters, which Bruce was not. This was the ground of his claim * but find- 
ing his pretenfion evill taken, and difliked by all the Nobility, and depu- 
ting that which had. been decided long before in favour of King Robert 
Bruce , who had been confirmed King, and to whom Balliol had renoun- 
ced whatsoever right he could claim ; to whom alfo and to his pofterity 
they all,and Earle Williams owne predecefTours,had fworn obedience,and 
continued it the whole time of his life, and of his fonne David the fpace 
of d^yeares. 

To which Robert Bruce , and not to David of Huntington, Robert Stuart 
wastofucceed *, wherefore the Earles chiefeft friends George and John 
Dumbars , Earles of March and Murray, his brothers in law by his firft 
wife, and Robert Ereskene his affined friend, keeper of the three principal! 

Caftlesin Scotland, Dumbarton, Scirlin and Edinburgh, did waded hint 
from it: And fo he was contented to defift, and joyning very willingly 
with the reft of the Nobilitie, accompanied him to Scone, and affifted at 
his Coronation * being no lefTe acceptable and commended for his mo- 
deft acquiefcing, then he had been before difpleafing for his unfeafonable 
motion* For the which in token of his good will, and that hee might fo 
much the more tie the Earle to him,the new King beftowes two very ho- 
nourable gifts upon him : His eldeft daughter Eupbane on the Earles fori 
^ames, that failing heires Male, the Crowne might fo fall to his houfe. 

The other benefit was bellowed upon the Earle himfelfe, the marriage of 
Margaret Stuart Counteffe of Marre and Angus , daughter and heire to 
Earle Thomas : This Countefle of Marre and Angus did beare to this 
Earle, George Earle of Angus, that was married to one of King Robert the 
thirds daughters •, as we mail fee in the houfe of Angus. It is knowne 
that thefe two lived after from thenceforth in good friendfhip, as Prince 
and Subjed without fufpition, grudge, or eye- lift on either partie for 
neither did the King remember it as an afpiring, whereby to hold a con- 
tinuall fufpicious eye over him ; neither did he feare the King as jealous 
of it r or as efteeming that he had fuffered wrong in the repulle ,nor feek- 
king any means to profecute it further, laying afide all quarrells with the 
caufe in finceritie on both fides. 

This fhould be the pradice of all honeft hearts, and is the onely mean 
to end all debates, entertain peace, and keepe humane fociety : farre con-^ 
trary to this now called wifedome of diffidence, diftruft, jealoufie,curb- 
ing and keeping under thofe with whom wee have had any difference,* •* 

which is the onely way to fofter variance, and to make enmitie eternal li 
For truftdeferveth truth, and moves a mantodeferve thattruft, and to 
be worthy of it. Time wins tad allures even the wildeft minds of men, 

' N: and 


Digitized by ^ooQle 



88 Of William the 5. of that 3 fame, 

and alfo of beads, even of fierce lions, if it bee not a monfter in'natute, or 
worfe then a monfter, one amongft a thoufand, which is the onely true 
and folid policie, that makes the hearts of men ours* for men muft be led 
by their hearts, and by no other way, and fo imployed, or elfe let no man 
thinke ever to make any great ufe of them. 

King Robert after his Coronation made divers Earles and Barons (or 
Lords) and Knights •, amongft whom fames Lindfay of Clenafke was 
made Earle of Crawford. This fame yeare the peace with England was 
broken, which had been made with King Davidu his releafing from cap* 
tivitie for fonreteene yeares, and had now continued not above foure or 
five yeares onely. Theoccafionofit was this: there is a yearely Faire in 
Roxbrough, and fomeof the Earle of Marches fervants going thither, 
were flain by the Englifh that kept the Caftle thereof. When the Earle of 
March craved juftice, and could not obtain it, the next yeare when the 
Faire day came again, hee having gathered a fufficient power of men, in* 
vaded the Towne, flew all the Males of any yeares, and having rifted it, 
and taken a great fpoil and booty, he burnt it to the ground. 

We reade that a good while after this, the Earle of Northumberland 
and Nottingham fet forward toward Scotland with an army of three 
thoufand men at armes, and feaven thoufand archers, and fent forth Sir 
Sir TUmas Thomas Mujgravc with three hundreth fpeares,and three hundreth arch- 
Muf grave ta- ersto Melrofje , to jrie what hee could learne of the Scots in thofe parts, 
ken by w j t h whom the Earle of Douglas encountring,tooke Sir Thomas himfelf, 

&at ' a hundreth and twentie prifoners,befides thofe that were flain. 

The fame yeare ( 1380.) the Earle Douglas entred England with 
twentie thoufand men,and wentto the Faire ofPennnre-,and having taken 
all the goods that were th?re, he burnt the T ovim.Hollinfhed in his Eng* 
Efh Chronicle fpeaking of that journey (in all likelihood) faichthey 
brought away fouretie thoufand cattell, and were affaulted by the way, 
but came into Scotland with the prcy,having loft fome few of their men; 
he fayes the occafion of it was, becaufe the men of Newcaftle had taken 
aScottifhfhipwellknowntobeaPirate, but very rich, worth feaventy 
thoufand pound, whereat the Scots being angry, and offended, made this 
incurftbn. 

About this time the Earle of Douglas intreateth for mercy to fames 
Lindfay Earle of Crawford, who had been banifhed a certain time before 
for killing of fohn Lyon^ fonne in law to the King, and Chancellour ( as 
fome call him) or Secretary as others : hee was the firft of the name of 
The originall Lyon, ofwhom the houfe of Clammes is defeended. This Lyon was a 
©f young man endued with all the naturall gifts of body and mmde that 

could be. Hee was comely in perfonage, well bred, and ofa good carri- 
age, &Wintun£* behaviour, which made him to be wel liked of of all men, 
and in fpeciall by this {fames Lindfay , who received him into his traine, 
and made him his Secnetarie. By this occafion being often at Court, the 
*■ r King tooke notice of him, and liking his deportment, and upon Crawfords 

commendation ,tooke him into his f ervice, and made him his Domeftick 
Secretary. It fell fo out at laft, that the Kings daughter (by Elizabeth 
Moore) fell in love with him, and was made with childe by him ; which 
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fie revealed to the Earle of Crawford. The Earle fearing that, the King 
'would take the matter heavily and hainoufly, and ufe the young man 
hardly, deviled this way for his fafetie ; hee caufeth another Gentleman 
of his acquaintance to take the blame on him, andtoabfent himfelfeas 
guilty^ and then being very familiar with the King, deals with him to 
bellow his daughter ('feeing fhee had ch us falnej on John Lyon, and to 
give him the lands of Glams with her * which was done accordingly. He 
got alfo for his coat of Armcs,the flowre de-luce; field argent, and a Lion, 
azure, with a double treafure, and a womans head for his Creft. What 
unthankfulnefle the Earle of Crawford did finde in him afterwards, or 
did apprehend and conceive, it is not particularly letdowne ; but finding 
his owne credit with the King to decreafe,and John Lyons to increafe,and 
taking Lyon to be the caule thereof, eftceming it great ingratitude after fo 
great benefits he tooke it fo highly, and with fuch indignation, that find- 
inghim accidentally in his way a little from Forfaire, he flew him very 
-cruelly, and fearing the Kings wrath, fled into a voluntary exile : and lo 
he remained certain yeares, untill ( at the Earle of Douglas interceflion ) 
the King luffered himfelf to be fo farre entreated, as that he was reftored, 
obtained pardon, and received into the Kings favour. What intereft the 
Earl of Douglas had in it, and what friendfliip with theEarl of Crawford, 
or what pitie of his afflicted eftate,or commiferation of him-,or weighing 
the caule that drew him to fo hard a fad (as great men will regard one a- 
nother, where they think they have been evill required by them to whom 
they have been beneficiall) or howneceflary the prefence of fo worthy 
a man was for the King and Countries prefent eftate, it is hard to conjc- 
dure : butthis is deare, that the Earle of Douglas hath beene not a little 
refpe&ed and accounted of at that time, feeing at his fute the King con- 
sented to forgive the murther of his owne fonne in Law, and to receive 
the Authour thereof into favour. 

The yeare following, ( which was 1381 .) there enfued a truce between 
the two Countries for three yeares. There met for concluding of this 
truce zpoBn of Gant Duke of Lancafter, who was Uncle to King Richard 
the fecond, with fome other Lords of the Englifh fide: and for the Scots, 
the Earle of Douglas and March. In the very time of their meeting and 
treatie, both parties were informed of the infur redion made by Jack 
Strom in England, and both, diffembled the matter untill the truce were 
agreed upon . Then when all was ended, the Earle of Douglas with a ge- 
nerous wifedome ( farre from that which is now in vogue and requeft ) 
addreft himfelf to the Duke of Laocafler, and told him, that from the 
very firft beginning of their conference, hee was not ignorant in what e- 
ftatethe affaires in England were 4 but that they were fo farre from catch- 
ing hold of any advantage of the time, andfrom making eitherof peace 
or warre accordingly, that they had the rather confented to the truce, be- 
• caule ofthe troubles in England. And for your felfe (faith he) if it pleafe 
you, you may remain here in Scotland, untill thefetumolts bee fetled, pr 
ifyou had rather return home, you fhall have 500. horfe to accompany 
you, and to fet you fafe in what place in England you pleafe. The Duke 
thanked them for their couttcfic, but thinking chat hee needed it not at 
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that time, made no ufe of either of their offers. But afterwards being on 
his journey home, when he found that they fhut the gates of Berwick a- 
gainft him, and would not receive him into the Towne , he came backe 
againe,and was conveyed to Haliroodhoufe by the Earle of Douglas and 
his brother Archbald Lord of Galloway, and remained there till matters 
werecompofedin England. 

After the truce was expired, i^irchbald Lord of Galloway; affifted by 
his brother the Earle of Douglas , and by the Earle of March , wonne 
the Caftle of Lochmabane, as we fhall heare in the life of the faid Arch - 
bald. 

Upon this the Duke ofLancafter by way of revenge made an incurfi- 
on upon Scotland , in which having rifled Edinburgh, and wafted the 
Countrey , he returned home. And he being gone, the Earle of Douglas 
tooke in all the Caftles and houfes of ftrength in Tivedale , Which the 
Englifh had kept fince the battell of Durham, Roxbrough onely excep- 
ted, and purged that Countrey of Brigands and Robbers , who had in 
time of the warre beene very licentious and bold. 

1 384. This was the laft work of this Nobleman, worthy (fay our Writers ) 
Earle 'Doufhn of his houfe and PredecefTonrs , for he died foone after of a Fever in the 
de*ih. Caftle of Douglas, and was buried in MelrofTe in the Abbey, in the year 
1 384. as they reckon, and is likely : for his fonne J-ames is ftiled Earle in 
the yeare 1385 . March 20. Of whatage he was at his death it cannot be 
certainly collected : but from his fathers death at Halidoun hill we have 
51 yeares after he began to come upon the ftage,and appeare in bufinefle, 
and the affaires of his Countrey : 30. yeares at leaft or 40. fince we ac- 
count that he came home before the battell of Durham. 

He was a man ( without queftion) of exceeding great valour , whom 
even the Englifh Writers fjpare not to call one of the moft valiant perfo- 
nages in his aayes , within the Realmc of Scotland : And certainly his 
aCf ions beare no lefle, even as they are fummarily fet downe. But if all 
had beene particularly defcribed, with the full circumftances , it would 
have beene farre more cleare. And not onely his valour would have ap- 
peared, but his wifedome alfo , travell , and diligence , which he muft 
needs have ufed in recovering of fo many Countreyes and Caftles, as he 
is recorded to have wonne, and in fo many yeares , as he was employed 
in continuall a&ion, ever victorious, without mention of any repul fe, o- 
verthrow, or evill fuccefle, where himfelfe was Conductor, and we may 
fay, nor elfewhere, fafe at the battell of Durham. Now all is involved 
' in generall, and rowled up in grofle , exprefling little or nothing of the 
accidents, or particular wayes of his exploits, onely they tell us this road 
he made, and thefe Caftles he wonne , and tell the event indeed to have 
beene fucceflefull,but no more.This good fortune (as men call it ^though 
It be commended, and commendable in Leaders, yet it is feldome alone, 
but accompanied with vertue, to which it gives the luftre , and without 
which he could never hive atchieved fuch enterprifes. 
f The love he carried to his Countrey, and to the libertie thereof, needs 
ho declaration. Thofe his travells declare it, which could have no other 
end* chiefly that aCt of withftanding King David in bringing in a forraine 
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King, with fuch refolution,even to the difcontentment of his Soveraign, 
to whom otherwayes he had beeneever moft obedient, with the hazzard- 
ing of his perfon and eftate. In which oppofition , if we weigh it nar- 
rowly , how many vertues doe appearc t An unfpeakable love to his 
Countrey, with fuch hazzard,fieedome of minde, and uprightnefle farre 
from flatterie,or any diflimulation •, not following his Princes humour, 
or foothing him in his prefent difpofition,but regarding what was moft 
for his good and honour , what beft for his Countrey , and what the 
King was like to acknowledge beft for him, when he (hould be out of 
that fit. We may alfo fee in it a ftrange magnanimitie and courage,in his 
refolving(as he did without all doubt ) to part with all that the world 
could afford, and whatfoever is deare to men in the world, rather then 
not to maintaine that which he accounted to be right , his life , lands, 
dignities,honours,and all fuch things , both for himfelfe and his pofteri- 
tie . For what was that banding for it , but a plaine oppofing himfelfe to 
the power of both the Kings (Scottilh and Englifh ) the Suiter , and for 
whom it was fuited * who queftionlefle would both have concurred in 
that cau(e:and what could the confequent of oppofing then be other,then 
the lofle of his life,lands,and all i or what other hope could he have? and 
what meanes to double it out f The more is his conftancie remarkable 
that never yeelded up that difpofition. As for his wifedome,it is included 
in all thefe things , and doth fhine in all his actions , which without it 
could not have beene performed. Likewife in that favour which was 
borne unto him by men , the caufes of favour are employed , and fuch 
qualities and vertues are apt to game and procure affe&ion, to wit,gentle- 
nefle,meeknefle, fobemefle, liberality, and the like •, his generofity and 
courteous humility in his fpecch , which are the true and onely meanes 
of acquiring the good will and hearts of men : his generous minde and 
courteoufnefte appeared in his fpeech and carriage towards the Duke of 
Lancafter , his juftice in pacifying the Countrey , and purging out the 
theeves : a worthy cataftrophe of fo well an a&ed life* 

Some may think him ambitious in (landing for the Crowne,but if he 
thought he had right , what could he doe lefle ? it was no ambition to 
feek what was his due. And there was as great appearance of right on 
his fide, as might have deceived a better Lawer than he was. Y et let it be 
his ambition , and that he was not fo ignorant but that he knew where 
the title was : have not many difpenced with great duties in that cafe i 
And is it not thought halfe dutie , not to be over precife in duties and 
half juftice, not to look too narrowly to juftice ? Si vtolandum ejtjus,&c. 
If law or lawfulnefte {hould be broken, where {hould it rather be broken, 
then for a Kingdome < which is not fo much the faying of one man , as 
the tacite opinion of almoft all men , as appeares by the approbation of 
themfelves, and all others after they have gotten it. It were to be wiflied 
that errour were away , and men faw as well the inward t homes , as the 
outward pearles of the Diademe , that they might let it lye at their foot n 
and not take it up,though they might have it for the lifting : but that will 
be called a Stoicall Philofophy,and even the Stoicks are thought to have 
muchadoe to keepe themfelves in that moderation. Neither doe men 
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beleeve them when they fay they doe it in lefler matters, where they may 
attaine them : and what they lack is thought to be for want of power and 
dexteritie to compafle and obtaine , not of judgement to contemne or 
negletf. What could the Earle Douglas then doe, who was not fo well 
fchool’d or skill'd ? who had honour and glory lor the great obje&s of 
his intentions, which is the objc&s olthefe great fpirits, and many think 
it (liquid be fo. So that in regard of this common opinion of men , and 
the inftru&ions ot that age, yea of all ages , even of this age almoft , in 
fuch military men, or politicke wile men , who are not pedants (as they 
call them ) orTheologues (to give them the beft name men terme them 
with) Ithinkeitnotfoftrangethat he infilled, as I marvell that he de- 
fifted fo loone, and eafily : neither can I lomuch dilpraife his motion, as 
I have reafon to commend his modeftie. For his motion,belike,hath not 
beene immodeftly moved , or too vehemently prelled , that he gave it 
loone over*, farre from the unbridlednefle of turbulent mindes, that 
would rather have moved heaven and earth (as we lay ) to have come to 
their purpofe, arrd have call themfelves, their Countrey,and all, into con- 
fided broillerie and into forraine hands and power : nay ( which is more 
and worfethen meerely forraine) into Englilh, our enemies, which would 
be fiat llaverie , as both the Balliols (John and Edward) had done before 
him, and the laftof them on no better,naynot fogood a ground. Where- 
fore if we will needs call it ambition , yet certainly it hath not t$eene of 
the word, fort thereof, neither unruly, nor immoderate, but by the con- 
trary, very fober and temperate, and filch as may well fall, and often doth 
fall into the beft and greateft fpirits, that ate not brought up and deeply 
inftruded in the inmoft and profound points of humane and divine Phi- 
Jolophie Of which fort how few be there? and how meanly are.tbey ac- 
counted of i Let us eathenthink better of them , or finde the lefle fault 
with him. Certainly, if he cannot be fully excufed, yet can he not be o- 
ver hardly cenfured, neither condemned : yea, no more condemned for 
the moving, then prailed for bis fpeedy leaving oft, andyeelding, truly 
acquiefcing, and fincerely obeying in all times thereafter. 


of James, the feeond of that name , the eleventh Lord , and fecond Earle 
of Douglas yfiaine at Otter borne. 

O Nto William the firft Earle bis fon James did fuccced . a man m 
all kinde of vertue worthy of fo great a father , and honourable 
place *, who was no whit inferiour to him either in courage or for- 
tunatenefle , unlefle we account him lefle fortunate for that he lived but 
few yeares : wherefore wee (lull heare his owne judgement at his 
death. 

f He had two wives, Euphane eldeft daughter to the King ( as we have 
r ^ his wife the Earle of Rofles daughter : yet the genealogie of the 

i Kings in the Adfs of Parliament fayes that fhe was daughter to Eliza- 
beth CMoore , and not the Earle of Rofles daughter. He had a fon by 
her, who lived not halfe a yearc : he had alfo two bafe fons, William (of 
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whom is defended the houfe ofDrumIanrig,as evidents do witnes given Tfie Ongi- 
by fpacobus Douglas Comes de Douglas fiho nojtro)m& Archbald of whom is 
come the houfe Cavers and Sheriffes of Tivedale, who if they had beene Drumlanrig, 
lawfull, had been fonnes to the Kings daughter, and had fucceeded to an<1 0m$ * 
the Earledome before his brother Archbald the Grimme, who did fuc- 
ceed to him. But though they did not fucceed, yet have they (hewed 
themfelves very worthy, and amongft the chief great men of the land.Of 
this William alfo are defcended the houfes of Cofhogle, Pinyeric, Da- 
veine,and others in Niddifdale : for Archbald Douglas the firft of Coflio- 
gle, was fecond fonne to this William of Drumlanrigge, and was married 
to one Pringle of the houfe of Galafheiles, who bore to him twelve 
fonnes, and after his death fhee was married to one Cornel Wallace , and 
bore twelve more to him alfo. 

Touching Earl t'famcs his actions, which were dene in his fathers daies, 
one thing we have fpoken of them in his fathers life, as mod propemhere 
is one thing.more, befides what hath been faid, recorded of him by fome*, 
that during his fathers life he was fent into France, for renewing ti e Hogoethinto 
ancient League with that Kingdome * in which AmbafTage were joyned France * 
with him Walter Ward law, Card inal 1 and Bifhop of Glafgow,and his Un- 
cle Archbald , Lord of Galloway. This is faid to have been in the yeare 
1581. which is the eleventh yeare of the reigne of Robert Stuart. The oc- 
cafion of it was a meflage that came out of France from Charles the fixth, 
who defired to have it fo. 

After his returne in September, hee recovered the towne of Berwick He take* 
from the Englifh •, and entring England with a competent power, burnt Berwkk * 
and fpoyled all the Countrey about as farre as Newcaftle. 

About the time of his fathers deceafe (in the yeare 1384.) there was a 
Truce concluded between France and England, to laft a yeare, in which 
Scotland was alfo comprehended. This treatie was at Boloigne, or at Lil- 
legham (as others write) and for intimation hereof, forne French men 
were direded to come into Scotland : but while they prepare themfelves 
too negligently, the Earles of Northumberland and Nottingham, with 
fuch as lay neareft to the Scottifh Marches, laying hold of this opportu- 
nity to annoy Scotland, fo that the Scots fhould have no time to revenge 
it before the truce were proclaimed, entered Scotland with an Army of 
20000. or (as others fay) 10000. horfe, and 6000. Archers and Bow- 
men, and fpoyled the Countrey farre and wide •, efpecially the lands per T 
raining to the Douglafjes, and Lindjayes. The Scots who trufting to the 
brute of the truce dreamed of no fuch thing,finding themfelves thus ufed, 
were greatly grieved with their owne floth, and no lefle incenfed at the 
fraud and falfehood of England, and refolved to avenge the fame . In the 
meantime the report of the Englifh incurfion coming to the eares of the 
French, who had the charge to intimate the affurance, admonifhed them 
of their flowneffe .* wherefore to make amends ( though fomewhat too 
late) they haflen over to London in the very time that the Englifh Army^ 
was in Scotland. There they were very chearefully received, and mag- 
nificently entertained with feafting and banquetting, and under this co- 
lour cunningly detained, untill it was knowne that the Englifh Army 
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was come home and difmifted : then being fuffered to depart, they came 
into Scotland, and (hew their Commiflion. The greateft part of the No- 
bility, but chiefly the Earle of Douglas and fuch as with him had recei- 
ved great lofte by that expedition, cried out againft the craft of the Eng- 
lifh, that this their fraud and manifeft ludification was no way to be fulle- 
red. The King went about to pacifie them, and fhewed plainly that hee 
meant to receive and keep the truce, which they perceiving, drew out the 
matter at length by reafoning and arguing to and fro, untill fuch time as 
15000. horfc- they had gathered together quietly 15000. horfemen-, then Douglas* 
mcn * Dumbarre and Lindfay, withdrew themfelves from Court without node, 

at a day appointed •, and joyning their companies at the place of rende- 
vous, enter England with difplayed banners, wafte and fpoile Northum- 
berland to Newcaftle. Then they doe the like to the Earle of Notting- 
hams lands, and the UMmbrajes^ and fo returne home with a huge prey 
of men and cattell. Straight after their returne the truce was proclaimed 
meeting fraud, not with fraud, but with open force, by a juft and honeft 
rerompence and retaliation. Neither were the Englifh difeontented for 
ail this to accept the truce, acknowledging that the Scots had reafon to 
doe what they did, or confeffing their owne weaknefle and want of abi- 
lity to avenge it at this time, or both,by their fitting ftill and acceptation: 
for neither could right (though weake ) have had patience in fo great an 
in jury, neither would force ( if k had thought it felfe fufficient)have been 
bridled with reafon onely in fo manifeft an affront, and fo great dam- 
mage. How everitbe,theyftirrednot,andfo thetriicewas kept till it 
expired of it felfe. 

When it wasrunneout, J-okn de viertne aBnrgundian, a very valiant 
man, Admirall of France, and Earle of Valentinois, arrived in Scotland, 
and brought with him 2000. men, amongftwhom were 100. men at 
Armes. He brought alfo 400. CuriafTes, and 400. halfelong fwordsto 
be diftributed amongft the Scots, and ( as fome write) 50000. Crownes. 
Before their coming $ames Earle of Douglas entredinto England with 
a new Armie-,and upon their arrival was called bac k to Court,where they 
attended his Coming. Then having confulted of their bufinefle, and the 
Army being ready, they accompanied him into England, where they 
tookeintheCaftlesof Wark, Foord andComewall, and fpoyledand 
burnt theCountry between Berwick andNewcaftle.But when theyinten- 
ded to goe on further , the continuall rain that fell in great abundance 
(being in Autumne ) did fo fpoile the wayes, and raife the waters, and 
wet the Souldiers with their armour, that they were forced to retire 
home again into Scotland. In the mean time King Richard gtzzt\y moved 
that the Scots muft bring in ftrangers to wafte his Countrey, enceteth 
Scotland with an Army of 60000. foot, and 8000. horfc, and ufedall 
fort of Hoftilitie in theMerfe andLowthian,not (paring the religious hou- 
fesandperfons, fuch as Newbotle, Melroffe and Dribrough, with the 
* #Monkes thereof. The French Admirall better remembring, and more 

carefull of his Mafters directions, then confidering what was fit to bee 
done, dealt earneftly with the Earle of Douglas to give him battell. But 
the Earle knowing better,and regarding more the good of his Count re y, 
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and weighing with judgement the Englifli power and forces, would no 
wayes ifften to him : he told him it was not for want of affcdion to doe 
the King of France fervice that he refufed to fight, but in refped of the 
unequal! number and appointment of the Armies at that time. And that 
he might the better fee the Englifh forces, hetooke him up to a hill, from 
whence they might have a reafonable view of them as they parted by in 
order * which when the Admirall had feen, and confidered thereof, hee 
eafily yeeldfd to the Earles opinion. Hollinfbed fetteth downe the oddes, 
laying, that the Scots and French were not above 8000. fpeares, and 
30000. of all other forts, and the mofc part of thofe not well armed ; 
where he reckoneth of Englifh 6000. horfe, and 60000. Archers, which 
are 2000. horfes fewer then our Hiftories do reckon. In this inequalitie 
therefore being no leffe a wife Condu&our, then a valiant Warriour, he 
refolved not to hazard a battell, but determined to take another courfe, 
which he did> for he entered England onthat quarter, which was furtheft 
dirtant from the Englifh Army, and wafted Cumberland and the adja- 
cent Countrey neare to it. The King of England being advertifed here- 
of,purpofed to have followed him, and forced him to fight, but being 
better advifed, and put in mind (noqueftiori) of what had befallen his 
Grandfather ( Edward the third,) at Stanhope Parke againft good Sir 
fames, he altered his purpofe, and marched the readied way home. And 
fo both Armies having fpoiled artd wafted each others Gountreyes,they 
returned without encountring or fight of other. 

In the return the Earle Douglas perfwaded them to befiegeRoxbrough 
Caftle, making full account that the King of England would not raife a 
new Army before the next Spring, and fo they fat downe before it-, but 
it did not continue eight dayes ere they railed the fiege. The caufe was a 
reafonleffe demand of the Frenchmen, who would needs have the Ca- 
ftle to bee given to them, and to belong to the King of France, when it 
were wonne from the enemy. This demand did fo offend the Scots, that 
they could by no means heare of it, and fothe enterprife was deferted 
upon this Occafion, but chiefly by the Frenchmens infolent and licentious 
behaviour and carriage in the warres who rob and fteal, and ufe all man- 
ner of force and violence : there arofe many times great ftrife, and many 
quarrells between the Country people, and them : for the Country peo- 
ple watched them when they were alone, or but few together and fome- 
times robbed them of their horfes, fometimes of their valiles and lug- 
gage : fometimes they hurt, and at other times flew of them. The FrcncH 
Commanders complained to the Kings Councell, and the common peo- 
ple anfwered, that they had received more lofle and hurt by the French, 
who proferted themfelves to be friends, then they had done by the Eng- 
lifli, who were fworne enemies. Artd therefore they faid it were reafon 
that the French fhould no wayes be fufferedto goe home, untill they had 
latisfied for the wrongs they had done. The Earle Douglas in this hard 
cafe feeing they wereftrangers that came to aide Scotland, was willing 
partly to bear with their faults, as proceeding from an evill cuftome and 
form tiled at home rnFrance,and therefore interpofed himfelf to have mi- 
tigated the people, but could hardly pacifiethenj,yet at laft with great in- 
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flancy and entreatie, being greatly favoured, and generally well beloved ' 
and popular, hee obtained that the Common Souldiers, and the Array 
fhould be fuffered to returne into France, and that their Captains and 
Commanders fhould be retained (fill untill fatisfa&ion were made for the 
lofle they had fuftained. And fo the King of Frances defire was fatisfied, 
who had then fent for them, and withallorder taken with the dammage 
done by them. 

This was the aide, and this wasthe fuccefle of the help revived from 
France now the fecond time. It was very fmall before, and it is now to 
very little purpofe: more hurtfull and troublefome to the Countrey ,then 
of importance againft the enemy. After their embarking the Scots re- 
mained ftill in England thefpace of two moncths, and then the Englifh 
having withdrawne and conveighed all the vi&ualloutofthe way, they 
returned into Scotland. And hereby they did fhow clearly how little 
they leaned to forrain aid, without which there greater enterprifes were 
ever performed : neither was there ever either by thefe, or by others be- 
fore or fince (though we looke over all HiftoriesJ any great exploit at- 
chieved. All the help they ever got was onely in the befieging of fome 
Townes at fome happening times, and fome fuch trifles fcarce worth the 
naming,in refped of the whole power of the body and ftate of the Coun- 
trey which I remark again, and commend to the Reade r to be truely con- 
fidered for vindicating the valour and worth of the inhabitants,from that 
obloquie and unequal! judgement of fuch as diminifh and impair it : who 
cannot but know that it was never forraine forces ( as is wrongfully fur- 
mifed ) but the vertue and valour of their PredecefTours that hath prefer- 
ved the honour and liberty of their Countrey, all manner of wayes : and 
that any one man amongft diverfe of the name of Douglas hath done 
more in that caufe, then the force of France ( if it were put all together ) 
did ever to this houre. 

The yeare following, the Earle of Douglas with Robert Stum Earle of 
Fife, and t^irchbald Douglas Lord of Galloway his Uncle, entered into 
England with an Army of three thoufand men, palling the water of Sol- 
way fo fecretly, thatthey were at Cocket-mouth on fuch a fudden, that 
the people had no leafure to convey their goods out of the way. Where- 
fore having for thefpace of three dayes gathered together a rich bootie, 
they returned home through Cumberland, Weftmerland,and Northum- 
berland, into Scotland again without any encounter. 

Not long after x^ircbb&ld Lord of Galloway in company of the fame 
Earle of Fife, made a road into England, in revenge whereof the King of 
thetetteiuf England fent an Army into Scotland, which did great harm in the Merle, 
otterfrorn. andoccafioned that notable battell of Otterbum. 

For the Scots irritated herewith boyled with defire of revenge, being 
at that time very flourifhing with ftrong youth,and never better furnilhea 
with Commanders. But King Robert a man by nature given to quietnefle, 
f arre ftricken in yearcs ( feaventy three yeares old ) was become flacker, 
p dnd feemed not to make fo great account of the publique injuries. His 

i^lde ft fonne John was dull of nature, and having received a hurt by a 
ftroakc ofahorfe, which pertained to James Douglas Lord of Dalkeith, 

# was 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



and z. Earle ofD ouglzs } Jlain al Otterburn. p 7 

was thereby lame of a Iegge, and halted, and fb unfit for the travell of 
warre. Therefore they have their recourfe to the Kings next fonne the 
Earle of Fife, and do eafily agree with him, refolving to avenge the hurt 
and dammage they had lately received. So every man promifing his beft 
endeavour, appointment is made to conveen in Auguft, or (as fome fay) 
in July, but fo covertly, as it fhould not come to the knowledge of either 
of the two Kings, left the King of Scotland fhojuld hinder them, or the 
King of England prevent them : yet when they hkd ufed all the expedi- 
tion and lecrefie they could r The Englifh had notice of it, and were in- 
. formed of both the day and place of their meeting. Wherefore that they 
might entrap them and take them at unawares, they advertifed one ano- 
ther, and the Noblemen commanded the Commons to be in a readineffe 
again ft the next advertifementf' without appointing any certain day, for 
feare that the Scots (hould heareof it. Thefe things thus ordered when 
they heard that the Scots were conveened in Tivedale not farre from the 
March tothe number of 30000. or ( as Froyfard faith ) 40000. men, not 
.daring to joyne battell with fuch a multitude, they concluded not to ftir 
or appeare before the coming of the enemy, but that every man fhould 
rarnain in his owne bounds, till they fawon what coaft and quarter the 
tempeft would light, and then to take the beft courfe they could accord- 
ing as occafion fhould offer, and if they could doe no more, to invade 
Scotland on another hand farre from the enemy, as the Scots had done 
to them the yeare before, andfo to recompense Ioffe with lode : In the 
meantime they fenta fpie to the Scots camp, who might bring them 
more certain report of all things*, defirous to know not onely their inten- 
tion, but even their particular fpeeches and a&ions. Hee who was fent 
(being nothing different from the reft in language, apparell, or armour, 
did eafily pafTe for a Scot, and by that mean having’been in the company 
undifeovered, and having obferved fuffkiently all that was needfull to be 
- knowne) as he returned to his horfe to be gone, which he had bound to a 
tree, he found that he was taken away, whereupon taking him to his feet 
with his cloake, boots and fpurres, and his other riding equipage-, he was 
perceived, fufpe&ed, taken and examined what he was, whence he came, 
and whither hee went : and being found to vary in hfs anfwers, hee was 
brought before the Generali of the Army, where being threathed.with 
the rack, he confefled all, and revealed the Englifh mens intentions, and 
purpofes. Upon this the Scots altered their purpofe, and whereas they 
were before minded to have gone ail together in one Hoaft, they now 
divided themfelves in two * fo that the greateft part of the Army fhould 
pafTe in at Carlile, led by the Kings two fonnes, the Earles of Fife and 
Stratheme, together with jirchbald Douglas Lord of Galloway, Uncle 
to the Earle. The other part of the Army was committed to the Earle of 
Douglas, and with him George and $ohn Dtmbars Earles of March and 
Murray ( his Uncles) William ox $ antes Lindfay Earle of Crawford, the 
Earle of Arolle Conftable, the Lord tMontgomry, and Patrick He f bur 
of Hales with his fonne: the number of his company is not agreed up- 
on. Some fay that he had the halfe of the Army^i 5 000. others but 2000* 
foote,and 3qo.horfe,with as many fbote men waiting on the horfe men, 
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who were lightly armed and able to fight,and almoft equalling the horfc 
men in fpeedy expedition. Some fay they were foure thoufand chofen 
horfemen in all , which is mod apparent by the great diligence and 
hafte he made : with his company he entred England on the Eaft hand, 
and eroding the river of Tine with great celerity, hee was part Durham, 
before ever the enemy wasadvertifed or knew of his coming, till he him- 
felfe made it knowne by fire and fmoake, in burning the Countrey. 

The Earle of Northumberland hearing of him, himfelfe being a man 
of great yeares, fent his two fonnes Hemic and Ralph ( hardy and valiant 
young men ) to Newcaftle, commanding the reft of the Countrey alfo' 
to refort thither, that they might intercept the Earle of Douglas in his 
returne : but hee having fpoyled the Countrey about Durham, and got- 
ten a great bootie, paffeth Tine again, about three miles above Newcal- 
ftle^and being defirous of glory, and encouraged by this fuccefle,efteem- 
ing it but fmall honour for him to fpoil the villages, and not to dare to 
Iooke upon the townes, marched towards Newcaftle, and did make of- 
fer to have aflaulted it, and ( as fome write ) did aflault it, having firft fil- 
led the ditches with hay and faggots, hoping thereby to have drawne 
out the enemy to the open fields, having flayed there two dayes-, there 
palled fome light skirmilhes amongft them every day : And at laft, Hen- 
rie Percie eldeft fonne to the Earle of N orthumberland (called Hot [purrs') 
beirtg defirous to trie his valour, either provoking the Earle Douglas, or 
provoked by him $the combate was offered, and accepted betwixt them. 
A combat be- They mounted on two fairefteeds, and ran together with fliarp ground 
twixt ^erde fn ear s at outrance in which encounter the Earle Douglas bore Percie out. 
andzxwgta. Qfhisfaddle. But the Englifh that were by did refeuehimfo that hee 
could not come at himfelf, but he fnatched away his fpear v/ith his guid- 
don or witter and holding it aloft, and fhaking it, he cried out aloud,that 
hee would carry that into Scotland as his fpoil. Hollinjhed faith (out of 
Ftoyfard ) that they did net runne on horfeback, but that in an aftault at 
the Barriers without the gate, Douglas by chance being matched hand to 
hand with Percie, by force pluckt his Pennon from him, and holding it 
up on high, laid, he would carry it for his fake into Scotland. 

There was then at Newcaftle a great number of people, forbefides 
' * the indwellers , there were all the choice men from Y ork to the borders, 
as the Writers relate. Wherefore Earle Douglas ( in refpeft of his fmall 
number) caufed keep ftrait watch * and on the morrow removing hiS 
. Camp, he marched toward Scotland a flow pace, being loden with boo- 
tie. Then fending it away before, hee aflaulted, tooke,and demolifhed a 
certain Caftle and T owne,that was in their way , called Pouclane, where- v 
of Sir Aymer of Alpholl was Lord, whom he tooke within the Caftle and 
made him a prifoner. Then marching forward, they came to a place cal- 
led Otterbum, about twelve miles from Newcaftle, where they pitched' 
downe their tents, that the Souldiers might take fome reft, and refrefli 
m themfelves after their great travell, as not having relied that day, nor the 
night before, nor much any where fince their entrie into England.There 
they confulted about the reft of their journey, and the moft part advifed 
to march toward Carlile, that they might joyne with the other Army, 
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that fa they might obferve the order given them, which was not to fight 
at all, till both Hoafts were joyned together. But the Earle Douglas 
thought beft to flay there fome three or four daies that they might retell 
the Percies bragging, who had affirmed that they fhould not carry his 
fpeare into Scotland, and that the Souldiers might not be idle the while, 
they might be taking in the Caftles, and Gentlemens houl$s about, that 
layneare. To this opinion the others did yeeldforhis fake, howfoever 
it feemed not to be the mod expedient : fo they fortified and ftrengthned 
their Camp as well as they could on that fide where it was weake, being 
fenfed with Mariffies on the other fide : they went and befieged a certain 
Caftle, called Combure. Percie would fain have followed them prefent- 
ly upon their retreat, but he was hindered by the better advifed, for fear 
ofanambufh: for they thought it was not likely, that the Scots being 
fo few in number would have aflaulted lo ftrong a To wne, unlefTe they 
had knovvne of fome greater power to fuccour and aid them. 

Having therefore fearched diligently that day, and the next, and un- 
demanding that the other great Army wat not to bee feared, as being far 
from the Earle Douglas s Percie marched towards him withjoooo. ftrong, 
not flaying for the Bifliop of Durham, who was faid to be at Newcaftle 
that fame night, efteeming his prefent forces fufficiCnt to overthrow his 
enemies, who were fewer in number by the one halfe at leaft.The avant- 
curriers of the Englifh Hoaft were come in fight, whileft the Scots were 
fome at fupper, ana others gone to reft.being wearied with afi’aulting the 
Caftle. Hereupon the alarum was given, and the Englifh ajmroaching, 
aflail them fiercely, and were received valiantly by a part of the foote- 
men, and the lackies, and the groomes *, who having the advantage of the 
fortification which had been made,fuftained the charge till the reft were 
armed and ready. At their firft encamping when they viewed the fields, 
they had efpied a little hill which they meant to make ufe of if the enemy 
fhould follow and aflaile them, (as they did certainly expe& ) and now it 
flood the horfemenin very good (lead : for whiles the Englifh aflaulted 
the entrie of theCamp,the horfe men fetching a compafTe about this hill, 
charged them in flank at the farre fide, in which charge many were (lain, 
and the whole Army was filled with tumult and fears. But by the coming 
of frefh fupplies, the Englifh abounding in number, the battell was refto- 
red, and their ranks ordered as before : yet this profit it brought to the 
Scots, that the fight being flaked at the entrie of the Camp, they had 
fpacetogo forth, and to put their men in array. In the mean time night 
drew on, which was troublefome, and unwelcome to both •, but being 
fhort (as in the Northern parts it ufeth to be in July) and the feafon faire, 
the Moon light did ferve them in ftead of Day light , and the fight was 
continued very hard as amongft noble men on both fides, who did e- 
fteem more ofglory,then life. Percie ftrOve to repair the foil he had got- 
ten at Newcaftle, and the Earle Douglas did as much labour to keep the 
honour he had wonne: So in unequal! number, but both equally eager in 
mind, they continued fighting a great part of the night. Atlaft a doud 
covering the face of the Moone, not being able to difeerne friend from 
foe, they tooke fome refpite for a while * T>ut fo foone as the Cloud was 
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gone, the Englilh gave fo hard a charge, that the Scots were put back in 
luch fort, that the Douglas Standard was in great perill to have been loft. 
This did fo irritate him, that hec himlelfe in the one wing, and the two 
Hepburnes (’father and fonne ) in the other, prefling through the rankes of 
their owne men, and advancing to the place wliere the greateft perill ap- 
peared, renewed a hard conflid, and by giving and receiving many 
wounds, thty reftored their men into the place from whence they had 
been beaten, and continued the fight untill the next day at noone. The 
Earle Douglas not being fatisfied, nor contenting himfelfe with that, that 
he had renewed the battell, but himfelfe with two companions, Robert 
Hart^ and Simon Glendining, ruflied into, the midft of the enemies, and 
equalling the courage ofhisminde with the ftrength of his body, what- 
foevcr way he let himfelf he made great havock of the enemies. It was 
a wonder to fee the great vaflallage that he wrought : CMajor in defcri- 
bing them can make no end, nor fatisfie himfelfe: his comparifons are 
high, like a Lion of Lybia : his defcription of his body is, that it was faire 
and well compared, his ftrength huge, which hee yet amplifieth with 
greater hugenefl'e, faying that he fought w r ith a Mace of iron,which two 
ordinary men were not ableto lift, which notwithftanding hee did weild 
eafily, making a great lane round about him wherefoever hee went .• his 
courage and confidence appeareth in his fo valiant infilling, as though he 
would have flaine the whole Englilh Army himfelfe alone : and feeking 
to finde Henry Percie amongft the midft of them, hee was entered farre 
within the rankes of the enemies. Hollinfhed confefleth, that with a great 
Mace in his hand he laid fuch fad ftrokes about him,that none came with- 
in his reach but he went downe to the ground. And Boetius faith plainly 
hee fought with a mafe heavier then any man is able to beare in thofe 
dayes, and that rulhing into the midft of his enemies, hee made fuch a 
flaughter, that it was chiefly attributed to his vertue, that the Scots wan 
th6 field. 

But whiles he is thus fighting in the midft of them, before his friends 
could come at him, though they prefled forward to have feconded and 
.. affifted him with all the force and fpeed that might be, they found him 
1 * lying on the ground with three deadly wounds. There was lying dead by 

him Robert Hart-, and the Prieft called Richard Lundie{ who was after made 
ArchDean ofAberdeneJthat had ever flood faft by his fide, defended his 
fainting body witha halbert from injury : he being in this eftate,his kinf- 
men fames Lindfay ,and j pohn and Walter Sinclairs carrie to him, and asked 
him how he did:I do well ( faith he)dying as my Predeceflours have done 
before-, not in a bed of languifhing ficknefle,but in the field. Tbcfc things I 
require of you as my lajl Petitions, Firft, that yee keep my death clofe both from 
our owne folke , and from the enemy •, then that ye fujfer not my Standard to be 
loft, or cafl downe and loft , that ye avenge my death , and bury me at CM elrojfe 
With my Father. If / could hope for theje things,! fhould die with the greater 
« contentment , for long fince I heard a Prophefte that a dead man fhould winne a 
field; and I hope in God it jball be /. Hereupon they covered his body with 
a cloake that it might not bee knowne, and then hoifeing aloft his Stand- 
ard, and crying(as the mariner i^Ja Douglas, a Douglas , moft part repairing 
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from alt quarters they began the fight afrefii for not onely the 
infortof Souldiers came thither, but the Earle of Murray alfo 
jjNiyith great fpeed, thinking that the battell Went hard on that hand, 
)h0ftiad beaten thofe that he had to deal with, and Sir J-obn Mackyrcll 
“ en the young Percie named Ralph , and delivered him to his Matter 
le of Murray, who had fent him (being hurt) to the Camp to bee 
as Froyfard faith. Hollinjhed and Boetius agree that it was Ketth 
that toofce him.By this means the ardour of the battell being re- 
on that hand, the fight was renewed, and the ftrife redoubled on 
and the Earle Douglas followers (who were gathered about his 
ghe) did at laft fcatter and defeat the Engl i(h, weary with the former 
r Which had continued both day and night : And in this affault the 
Earle of Montgomery tooke Henrie Pcnie their Captain prifoner, where- 
upon the Army fled and turned their backs. There were (lain in this bat- 
teil 1840. of the Englifh, and 1040. taken prifoners, 1000. alfo were 
hurt. Of the Scots there were roo.flain,and 200. taken prifoners, whileft: 
they followed over rafhly(fewer following more,) they turned and tooke 
thofe that would have taken them . 




This is the battell at Otterburn, memorable not onely for the riiagna- 
’ nimity, courage, perfeverance, tolerance oftravell, and, (in victory) mo- 
' ^deftie of Souldiers and Captains, but alfo for the variable event, where 
the vi&or in high expe&ation of glory prevented by death, could not en- 
^Joy the fruit of his travels : the vanquifhed, albeit his Army was defeat- 
ed, and himfelfe made a prifoner, yet lived long after this battell with 
praife • for it was no reproach to him to be overcome, nor fo great a blot 
to havebeen put to the worfe,as it was honourable to have fo contended^ 
The event of battells is uncertain, and onely in the hands of the higheft: 
if men do there endeavour, what more can be required i It is not the 
leaft part of the Percies honour that they did conteft with the Douglases , 
and did lometimes overcome, and fometimes were thus vanquifhed : 
thought it were but feldome that the Douglases got the worfe,when their 
forces were equall 

Here there was great inequalitie,where notwithftanding he wonne the 
honour through the lofle of himfelfe : neither was it accounted difhonouf 
to his Army, though more in number, or to himfelfe to have been thus 
overcome : for they are recorded to have done their endeavours, and dif- 
charged the parts of valiant men, and were onely overmatched by excel- 
lency ofvalour as we have fhowne, and as it may be feen by all Writers 3 
not by hunger, or cold, fteepnefle of hills and mountains-, which 1 fpeake 
not to reproach any, but to make known the truth, and withal!, not to 
cover vertue on either fide, which was confefTed of all in that age,neithef 
was any man found of another minde : onely the Earle Marfhall of Eng- 
land being a little after fent downe with a company to be Warden of the 
Borders during Percies captivitie (who did build for his ranfome the Ca- 
ttle of Penounneare to Glafgow) durtt extenuate the vertue of the Scots 
with the reproach of his owne Countrey-men, attributing the caufe of 
this vidtory, not to the valour of the Scots, but to the cowardife of the “» 
Englifh that fought againtt them, boafting much of himfelfe, that if hee 
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had beene prelent, or if he fhould happen to have occafion to fight with 
the Scots, he fhould doe great matters*, but his brags were foone madeto 
appeare but idle words : tor moved by thefe his fpeeches, the Govemour 
of Scotland (a >i\. Robert Earle d'f Fife)having raifed an Army,went into 
England with i^irchb*ldEit\e of l)ouglas (called the Grimme)* brother 
to this deceafed Earle (and who did fucceed him in the Earledome ) and 
made direttly toward the Earle Marfhall, and as foone as they came in 
fight, offered him battell : and when they could not draw him out to 
fight, they fent an Herauld to him to challenge him, and provoke him to 
fight, but all in vain, for neither did hee fend back any anfwer, neither 
would hee come to an equall and even ground. Therefore they having 
fpoyled and wafted the Countrey with fire and fword in his fight, and as 
it were under his nole, returned home into Scotland, to the great content- 
ment of the Scots, and no great difcontentment of the Englifh prifoners, 
who were not forry that his vanity was thus difcovered. Certainly, the 
truth can hardly be belied, and if partiality will not, yet indifferency wiU 
beare witneffe to it. Iroyfard (a ftranger, and favouring more the Eng- 
lifh) concludeth touching this battell, that in all Hiftory, there is none fo 
notable by the vertue of the Captains,and valour of the Souldiers,fought 
folong, lo hardely, fo variable, the victory enclining diverfly divers 
times, and at laft obtained, not by the cowardife of the overcome, but 
by the valour of the overcomers : neither is that vertue of valour onely 
remarkable in this place, and marked by him, but their modeftie when 
they had overcome, rare and wonder full to him ( as it is indeed to others) 
but common enough to the Scottifh Nation, pra&ifed by them often in 
their vi&ories, and almoft ever where fome great cnormitie hath not ir- 
ritated them, contrary to their nature and cuftome^yet here very fingular- 
ly r for in the heat of the confiift no men ever fought more fiercely,in the 
vidory obtained none ever behaved them felves more mercifully * taking 
prifoners ,and having taken them,ufinjg them as their deareft friends, with 
all humanitie, courtefie, gentlenefle, tendernefle, curing their wounds, 
fending them home, fome free without ranfome, fome on fmall ran- 
fome, almoft all on their fimple word and promife to return at certaine 
times appointed, or when they fhould be called upon. So that of i ooo. 
prifoners fcarce 400. were brought into Scotland, the reft all remitted 
in that fame manner, with Ralph Percies and by his example, who becaufe 
of his words defired this courtefie of the Earle of Murray, and obtained 
it, and was fent to Newcafte on his naked word to returne when hoc 
fhould be called for. But what courage and confidence was it, that they 
durft adventure with fo great perill to bee fo courteous as they were i 
when the Bifhop of Durham approaching to invade them the next day, 
1 0000. (as fome fay) with 7000. ( as others) of frefh men, yet they would 
not kill their prifoners that were within their Campe, equall (almoft) to 
the halfe of their owne number, but on their owne promifes toremaine 
true prifoners (how ever the field went) and with a fmall guard, having 
onely pinioned them together with fmall cords, fuffered them to live in 
* the Campe, and went themfelves to encounter the Bifhop, full of con- 
fidence and icorn,that after the defeat of the flowre of Northumberland, 
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with there fo worthy Leaders as the JVraVr, that aPrieft (To they called the 
Bilhop, fiiould dare to fct upon them, or but to abide them three marked 
ftrokes, as their Leaders faia to them in his exhortation, as it came indeed 
to pafle without any ftrokesrfor they affrighted him with the onely found 
of their homes (as it feems Major would fay ) which they winding againft 
him, and the hills redoubling the found thereof, hee was affraid and durft 
not invade them, finding them ready and refolved to fight, whom hee 
thought to have found weary, becaufe of their former travell, or negli- 
gent becaufe of their vi&ory. And confidering ( faith Frojfard ) there was 
more to be loft, then to be wonne at their hands, the Captain diftruft- 
ing his Hoaft, and the Hoaft their Captain, it was thought beft not to 
givt battell,and fo he retired without aflaulting thorn. Their Leader after 
the Earle Douglas death, was the Earle of Murray ( faith Buchanany but I 
fliould rather take it to be the Earle of March, for hee was t he elder bro- 
ther* and Major faith it was March. However our Scottifh mens courtc- 
fie and courage is excecedingly to be commended, who notwithftanding 
that they looked for nothing but to have fought with the Bifhop of Dur- 
ham, yet did they (pare their prifoners, which ( and the like a&ions ) 
when I confider,! would gladly underftand of fuch as delight to reproach 
ourNation with all the calumnies they can invent, arid amongft the reft, 
ftile them barbarous, what it is they call barbarity 1 andifcrueltie, and 
inhumanity bee not the fpeciall points of it < whereof they {hall n6ver 
. reade that any Nation were more free, or that ever hath been mote Cour- 
teous, humane, gentle, in peace and in warre, even at all times, and in all 
places. I wifh all men would acknowledge the truth as it is : if they will 
not, yet (hall it be truth, and truth fhall never want a witneffe. It will be 
acknowledged, and muft prevail to their great reproach that feek to hide 
ortoimpaireit. 

T o return to our Hiftory : when the newes of thefe things were brought 
to the other Campe, which was in Cumberland, they were ftricken with 
extreme griefe,and were more forry for the death of the Earle of Douglas^ 
then they were glad for thevi&ory obtained* all their joy for thatfuc- 
ceffe being turned into grievous lamentation. So great was the affe&ion 
of all the Army towards him, that, not onely thole who followed him, 
but thole of the other Army allb, retired home filent and fad , as if they 
had been dilcomfited, and overcome. Itincreafedthe commiferation of 
men, that he died in the Ho wre of his age, and that he alone Ihould be de- 
prived of that vidory which was obtained by his vertue and valour. And 
, I thinkthat the fame affe&ion doth continue in the hearts of the Rea- 
ders of the Hil^ory, which is never mentioned without a tender com- 
panion. 

And for my felfe fo often I call to mind his great worth, and Ihort life, 
. I remember withall that of the Poet, 

Ojlendtnt terris hunc tarstum fata, nec ultra 
Ejje ftnent, &c. 

The fates lhali make but of this youth a Ihow, 

Such vertue muft not tarry long below, 

■v 


* 
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Arid with a great hy perbole, greater then Piety can well admit, it any 
fuch fpeeches can be over great, which doe not import what they fpeak, 
but arc onely brought to expreffe the higheft excellency that can be. 

Nimium vobis Romans fropago 
t'ifapotens,fuperi, propria hue ft donafui(fent. 

The Heavens had made the Roman race to be 
Too bleft, ifthis gift had held on with thee. 

Chinge but the Countrey name, call it (Scotana propago) and you fhall 
accommodate thefeverfes more fitly here to this man : but moft ©f all 
in the fimple fenfe, that which followes, 

. — Nonitii tjuisquam fe imfune 'tuliffet 

obviw armato^ feu cum pedesiret in : hofiem y 
Sit* fpumantis apti foderet calcaribusarmos. 

• No man in Armes tint durft to him make head. 

Did fcape unfoild, on foot, or foaming freed. 

Which he fpeaking of tMarcelh jm, if he had lived, is witneffed of this 
jaarle Douglas, oven by the adVerfary, whiles he yet lived. To which pur- 
ipofel remember that worthy Sir Phil/p Sidney in his defence of .Pcefte 
Writeth ofhimfelf, that heenever' heard the long ot Douglas izxi&Perrie, 
blit hee'fouttd his heartmore moved therewith then wieba Trumpet ; 
.Whereof hee alledgeth the caufe to bee the force and power of Poetrie : 
though it bee fung ( faith hee ) by fome rude crowder , >and iwith rio 
rougher voycethen a grOflfe ftile. What he faith of himfclfe l doubt 
not but others have found in themfelves : neither is it the molifk of thlt 
rorigh finger, that 'givetb it this force, farre 1 lefle the vertue of the grofie 
rime : ' it is the matter that gives the - efficacie, and the ’ verene of the naan 
that begetteth a r^fembling vertue in die heart •, not by Poefie, butby 
the rightly deferibed Hiffory. > Indeedthis is the man apparently, who 
hath given fubjed to chofe fongs, being the fifflr that encountredwifch 
percic- in fuch a particular conflid : but that Which is commonly fang ^f 
die hunting of Ghiviot feemeth indeed Poeticall , and <a :meerJfidion 
(perhaps to ftirre up vertue ) yetafidion. Whereof there is no (mention 
neither iri the Scottilh , nor Englilh Chronicle : neither are the: fongs 
■that are made of them both one, for the Scots fong' made of Otterbofti 
telleth the time about Lammafle, and the occafiontotake preyes ourfcf 
England; alfo the dividing of thr Armies betwixr the Earlesof Rife and 
Douglas, znd their feveralljoumeys, ahnoftasin the authentick -Biftoiy ; 
It beginneth thus : 

It fell about the Lammas tide 
When yeomen wonne their hay , 

The doughtte Douglas ganto ride. 

In England to take a prey. 

Whereas 

r 
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Whereas the other mskech another occafion,'and altogether different, 
yet it is not more effe&udll to move vertue, then "the true Hiftory here 
letdowne: nor indeed foeffe&uall asit. And.therefore let it bee read, 
and read over again, by fuch as delight in Military vertues * chiefly by 
thofe to whom thefe examples are as hereditary, and domeftick, which 
they muft needs affed, as-alfo all the other adions of the life, but none 
teftifying a better mind, a better refolution of the mind-, more courage, 
more valour, with gifts of the body, ftrength and adivity, all ruled N 
by reafon, and guided by wifedome, -as is feen in his dealing with the 
Frenchmen, when they -would have had him to -fight with the King of 
England: which vertues of valour and wifedomefojoyned,areableto 
makea dueharmony, acceptable to a right judgement, commendable to 
after ages, and profitable for the prefent. 

Boetius writeth that hee died not inthe field, but after the field in his* 
owneTent, and that the Earles of Crawford, Murray, and March, went 
into his Tent, and found himdying hurt with three great wounds,almo(t 
dead: atwhichfight,eachlooked.upon other With a-filent aftonifhment, 
and then burft forth- into tea remand weeping : which he beholding, laid 
unto them (with a weake and faint. voyee Which could fcarcely be heard) 

J be fetch you good friends leave your lamenting, and be glad eftheprefent vi- 
ctor ie which God of his goodneffe hath granted to us : We expo fed our bodies to 
the enemies [word , to obtain tbjt&bioh note dsave obtained : Turne therefore 
jour teares unto thanks , mindefull rather efthebenef>t,-tken forrowfull for that 
which is happened otherwayes then ye wijhed. If yee regard my paines and my 
life, > m hith for you I lofe , fray for any foul, and follow Virtue, and rmes , 
its ye doe,\vthich ymmay tmployfor the liberty of your Countrey, keeping con- 
cord among flyour -fives v with a. kinder emembrance of me. 

■Sooneaftcrthefe words were, uttered, hee died in the armes of his 
friends. Thercare that fay, that hewas-notiflainbythe enemy, but by , 

©ne of hisowne men, aGroomeof -his-Chamber, Whom he had ftruck 
the day before.with atrundheon in the Ordering < of- the battell, becaufe 
heeifaw him; make .fomewhat {lowly to: and they name this man fohn 
Bickertan of Luffenefle, who let t a> pare of 1 his armour* behinde unfiftned, 
and when heewas in the greateft cortflift, this fervant of his camebe- 
hinde his back, and: flew him thereat:) but this narration is not fo proba- Burl - e d at 
blc. He was buried at MelrOffe befides his father,- witba Military pompe Mckofle. ; 
of the < whole /Army, and all the honour that could bee devifed for him 
befidesby the»Abbot,and Monks of that Con vent, after the moft folemne 
manneiofthofe times : 


jacobus 


. * 
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Jacobus Duglaflius qui obiit ad Otterburnum 
tfulii 21. 1388. Mortens. 

guaritis 6 quid agam ? an animam jam ago, fata nteorum 
Hoc fequor. Innumero hue vainer ef aid a via eft. 
Nefciat hoc hoftis,fequitor quam quijque fecat fpem : 

x^Atque aliquis noftri funeris ultor odes, 
limit : Et fubito redivivofunere furgens 
Mars novas intonuit , victor & ultor obit. 


Johnft. Herecs*’ ' 


In Englifli thus: 

My friends you aske me how I do. 

My foul is now prepar’d to go. 

Where many wounds have made her way. 

Conceal it, till you winne the day : 

Purfue your hopes: this faid, he dy’d $ 

Then the whole rank’s a Douglas cry’d, 

And charg’d a fre (h,that thou might’ll have 
Revenge and honour in the grave. 

Before we proceed to fpeake ofthe next Earle of Douglas* the Order of 
the Hiftory requireth that firft wee fpeake of ^ArchbaU Douglas Lord of 
Galloway, brother to William the firft Earle of Douglas, and of the (aid 
Kji rchbalds naturall fonne William Lord of Nithifdale. Of this ^Arch- 
bald w« have mentioned what was remarkable in his brother Earle Wil- 
liams life, for that was the time of his a&ion. The firft was after the bat- 
tell of Penure, to bee revenged of the lode, whereof the Englifli invaded 
Scotland with 50000. men ( as they fay that make them the feweft ) or 
40000. ( as others ) conduced by the Lord T albot a very valiant man : 
with this huge number when they had fpoyledthe Countrey farre and 
widtf, as they retired towards England, they were aflailed at a ftrait pafc 
fage by the Lord of Galloway, who had not above 5000. in his compa- 
ny : with thefe he difeomfited his hoaft,and recovered the whole bootie. 
There were (lain of the enemies in the conflict. 400. and 200. taken pri- 
foners, and many were drowned in the river Solway, as they fled unad- 
vifedly. Some write that he (et upon them in the night being incamped 
in a ftrait valley, not farre from England, where the firft that they met 
withall being (lain, the reft were affrighted and difordered, and fo over- 
throwne. 

The next thing that we heare of him , is that he was with his brother 
the Earle at the conference with fohn of Gaunt, Duke of Lancafter, con* 
cerningatruce, and that hee accompanied the (aid Duke to Holyrood* 
hbufe. The truce was made for three yeares.* 

And after thefe were expired, the Lord of Galloway being very much 

grieved 
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grieved that there fhould be a Garrifon of Englifh in the Caftle of Loch- 
mabane, which did daily fpoil and rob the villages and townes of Gallo- 
way, and Annandale, railed a great power by the help of his brother the 
Earle Douglas t and the Earle of March, and befieged the Caftle lor the 
fpace of eleven dayes. There came fome Englifli companies to have rai- 
fed the fiege, and relieved the Caftle, but he repulfed them. Thereafter 
having aftaulted it very fiercely, the Captain thereof, Sir William Edijlon, 
yeelded it up unto him, lives and goods fafe, and he having gotten it into flic of Loch- 
his hands, razed it to the ground . mabaDC - 

It is written alfo of him that hee went into France with his Nephew 
garnet Earle of Douglas, when he was fent to renew the ancient league 
with- that Kingdome. 

The laft of his a&ions that we can finde is that hee was with his Ne- 
phew James Earle of Douglas, and the Earle of March, at the taking of 
Wark,Foord,and Cornhill, where he wafted and Fpoyled the Countrey 
betwixt Berwick and Newcaftle with the Frenchmen.Thefe Frenchmen 
not contented herewith, but defirous to doe fome other exploit, joyning 
with Archbald Lord of Galloway, palled Solway lands, and did wonder- 
full great hurt in Cumberland . 

He is accounted by Writers, to have been a very Efficient and valorous Hit death. 
Gentleman, and that he died before the battell of Otterburn, in the yeare *** " r n ^, 

1 387. He founded the Holpitall of Holiwood, and to him fucceded his 0/ Ho°ywooA 
Nephew i^Archbald ( called the Grimme) in the Lordfhip of Galloway, 
who afterwards was both Earle of Douglas, and Lord of Galloway. 

And here k is to be observed, that there were three Archbald Dwgtafies 
almoft contemporary, which are to be diftinguilhed, that we miftake not 
one for another. The firft is this <^Archbald^ brother to William the firft 
Earle, who was Lord of Galloway, then when his brother lived, and 
who was father to the Lord Niddifdale. The fecond <^Archbald was fon 
naturall to good Sir James, flain in Spain, who was made Captain of 
the Caftle of Edinburgh, w hen it was taken by bis brother the Lord of 
Liddefdale, who is wrongfully named William in our Chronicles, in 
ftead of K^yfrchbald. He was at the battell of Poytiers, and is reported to 
have married in France, and remained there till his death. The third is 
Archbald ihtGrimme, of whom we lhall fpeake hereafter. Our Writers 
through inadveitamte doe divers times confound thefe three-, taking 
one of them for another. As when they fay Archbald Lord of Galloway, 
fonne to fir James flain in Spain, was taken at Poytiers, it is a manifeft er- 
rourrfor if he was Lord of Galloway, hee was not fonne to Sir James if 
he were fonne to Sir James, then Was hee not Lord of Galloway-, for 
Galloway did never belong to Sir James., but to his brother Archbald 
flain at Halydoun hill ,who ob aiied it by mirrying the heire of Gallon- 
way (as hath been faid) and gave it to his iecond fonne this Archbald. 

Thus much I thought good to advertife the Reader in this place, for the 
better diftinguifhing of them . 


• of 
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He is called 
the blncke 
Douglas. 


He marries 
the Kings 
daughter E- 
gidia. 
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of William Lord of Niddifdale ( fo»)B nut ur all to this for ej aid Archbald 
Lord of Galloway) con&fthnly called The black 


T His William Lord of t^iddifdafrf fonne naturall to Archbald Lord 
of Galloway) is (if anyVlfe) faorthy,who fliould be fpoken of by 
himfelfe being highly commended by Writers, who fay that he 
was the prime and principall of the youth of Scotland, that he was a man 
accomplilhed with all abilities of bodyimd minde, ffraightand tall of 
ffature, not overcharged with flefli, but of bone, a mighty perfonage, 
valiant, courteous, amiable, merrie,faithfull and plealant in company and 
converfe , of fuch extraordinary ftrength , that whomfoever he ftrooke 
with Sword or Mace, he fell to the ground , were he never fo well arm- 
ed •• he was alfo wife and fober. At one time having but 800. in his com- 
pany, he fought againft 3000. Englifh, o£which he flew 200. and tooke 
5oo.prifoner?. This is he that is commqj^y called Tte blacke Douglas 4 
becaufe he was*>f i blacke and fwart complexion. Hi? firft vaflallage of 
note was at the inroad made by Robert Ade of Fife,and fames Earl Dou- 
glas, when they burnt Cumberland, Wmmoreland, and Northumber- 
land. In this expedition he is faid to have gained great reputation , for 
(befide many other exploits not exprefled) he with other two only made 
great havocke of the enemies at the burning of the Suburbs of Carlile 
{who offered to hinder him from palling the bridge)by flaying fame, and 
turning over others into the river. Some fay that he flew with his owne 
hands three of the moft valiant of the Englifh, of which one was a chiefe 
Commander : afterwards, when the fame Towrie was befieged, the ene- 
mies having made a fally,whileft he repulfed them, and followed too ea- 
gerly , he was engaged too farre in the midft of his enemies , and taken 
prifoner. As he was led along toward the Towne by foure men (having 
beene before difarmed, and his weapons taken from him, he ftrooke two 
of them to the ground with his fills , and the other two betaking them- 
felves to flight , he returned fafe to his company. Hereupon his name 
was terrible to the Englifh, efpecially the common fort,who did ordina- 
rily affright and skare their children, when they would not be quiet , by 
faying. The blacke Douglas comes, the blacke Douglas will get thee. 

Thefe his vertues moved Robert the feconcko favour him fo farre , as 
to bellow his daughter on him , though he knew him to be a baftard^ 
The Ladies name was Giles ( or Egidia) and Ihe was a mirrour of rare and 
lingular beautie, fo that whitherfoever Ihe went, Ihe drew the eyes of arf 
men towards her with admiration. The chiefe noble youths of the land 
did fute her in marriage , but the King preferred our Willtam of Niddif- 
dale for his worth before them all. Boece writeth that the King of France 
having heard of the fame of her beautie, lent a painter into Scotland pri- 
vately, who having drawne her portraiture truly , and Ihewed it to the 
King, he was fo enamoured thereof, that incontinent he dilpatched Em- 
bafladours to defire her in marriage $ but all too late , for me was mar- 
ried 
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ried (before their coming) to Niddifdale. The King gave him and his 
heires to be begotten by him with his daughter, the Lordfliip of Niddif- 
dale, lying neareft unto Galloway , with the Office Of Warden of that 
Border, and Sheriffefhip ofDumfiees, with the Office of Juftice , and 
Chamberlaine, with a penfion of three hundred pound fterling by yeare 
out of the great Cuftomes of certaine Burrowes defigned to that effect. 

He had by this Lady a daughter, who was married to Henry Sinclaire Hi* daughter 
Earle of Orkney, who bare to him a fonne called afterward Earle “ 

of Orkney. This daughter of his ( married to Orkney ) Was named Giles ns a '. 

(after her mother) as appeareth by a note that is extant of the defeent of 
the Sinclairs. Her husband is called Henry Sinclaire , and his titles are, 

Knight of the Cockle, of the Garter, and Prince of Orkney. This note 
calleth William Douglas, Lord of Niddifdale, Prince of Danskine, Duk- 
of Spruce. Sir Willtam Sinclaire, fonne to Henry and Giles, is called Knight 
of the Golden Fleece , and of the Cockle , Prince of Orkney , Duke of 
Holdenburgh, Earle of Cathnes, Lord Sinclairc , Lord of Niddifdale, 
with the valleyes of Neth i Sheriffe of Dum frees , Great Admirall of 
Scotland, Warden of the Marches , Great Juftice Generali , Baron of 
Erkfoord, Caverton, Cowfland, Roffeline, Pentland, Harbarffiire, Di- 
fart, Newbrough in Buchan •, Titles to wearie a Spaniard : which I have 
fetdowne to recreate the Reader, either by feeing his greatneffe , or to 
laugh at the vanitie of the W riter : and yet he hath forgotten one of his 
titles, which is, Chancellour of Scotland , as Buchanan calls him, and a 
confirmation given him by King tfames the fecond in the yeare 1456. A- 
pril 29. wherein he calls him his Chancellour and Coufin. This confir- 
mation is of the Earledome of Cathnes united into one Baronie , and his 
lands of Orkney in compenfation of his claime and title to the Lordfhip 
of Niddifdale, Offices and Penfions whatfoever that were given to Willi- 
am Douglas ( his Grandfather by his Mother ) by contrail of marriage 
with Giles Stuart (daughter to K. Robert by his wife Elizabeth dMoort ) as 
is at length therein contained . 

About the time of the field at Otterburne, becaufe fome Irifhmen that h --foisir - 
adhered to England had roaved upon the coafts of Galloway, aiid carri- lrt ' ’ 
cd away ftore of booty and fpoile,the Lord of Niddifdale to be revenged 
thereof, gathered together a competent number of men, by the aid of his 
brother in-law Robert Earle of Fife , and by licence from the King pro- 
viding himfelfe of Ships and veffels,pafled the feas into Ireland, and be- 
fieged Carlinfoord,a rich Towne in thofe parts. The Townefmen fear- 
ing their Towne fhould be taken by affault , obtained a truce for certaine 
dayes,promifing to give him a fumme of money to have their Towne la- 
ved. But in the meane time they aftembled fome 500. men through the 
help of a neighbour Towne called Dundalke, and joyning with them, 
they divided themfelves into two fquadrons or companies : the one of 
which invaded Robert Stuart of L)ifdier,who conducted the Earle of Fifes 
men, and was gone abroad to bring in fome prey : the other aflailed the 
Lord of Niddifdale, who lay ftill before the Towne. Not with Handing 
of this unexpected Tally , they were received with fuch courage and va- 
lour, that at laft they were put to flight 5 and immediately Niddifdale 
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burn«ohn- $ ave 111 h ar ^ aflault to the Towne,and carried it : having taken and rifled 
fcnp j, it fufficiently, he let it on fire, and burnt it toadies* Others write, that at 

his fir ft landing the Citizens hearing it was the Lord Niddifdale ('whole 
name was fo fearfully fpread over all thofe quarters )not only rendred the 
Town to him,but alio received him with great triumph, as if he had been 
their King or Prince •, and that hereupon he ufed them courteoufly. But 
when his men were in great fecurity, fcattered and feparated , as fearing 
no hurt or danger, and fome at their Ships, fomc fent with Robert Stturt 
of Difdier to fooile the Countrey about,which flood out dgainft hinvind 
to furniih his mips and the towne * fo that there remained not with the 
Lord Niddifdale above aoo. men when they fet upon him, as before we 
have faid \ and being beaten, the Towne was fackt and burnt.Then they 
tooke 60. Ihips, which they found in divers Havens and Creeks , and la- 
ded 1 5. of them with fuch fpoile as they had gotten , and burnt the reft. 
Then returning homeward, they fpoiled the Ifle of Man , which lay in 
their way. He landed at Loch-Hen, which divides a part of Galloway 
„ from Carrid, and hearing there of the roade into Endand.he liafted him 

He rcturnes ... , , tJ «... u ° ^ 

out of inland hither with all diligence. 

But truce being made for certaine yeares with England, that he might 
not languilh in idlcnefle , he palled into Spruce , from whence he heard 
that an Army was to be fent againft the Infidels. There hee gave fuch 
He is made proofc of his vertue and valour , that hee was chofen Admirall of the 
Admiral), whole Fleet, which was very faire and great, efteemed to confift of 2 50. 

faile, and was there created Duke of Spruce,and Prince of Danskin. But 
there arofe dillention betwixt him and the Lord Clifford an Engliihman, 
upon an old emulation, and prefent envie of his new preferment^ which 
Clifford grudged. Wherefore being challenged to the field by Clifford jot 
accepted it gladly : but the other weighing with himfelfc what a hazzard 
h« « mur- was Me to rimne by fighting with fuch a man of fuch incomparable 
thered by the valour, found meanes (before the day of the combat came) to make him 
L«rd cufttri. a way by hired Aflafincs and Brigands, who murthered him in the night 
on the bridge of Danskin. The Manufcript feemeth to lay that combat 
was not taken on there and then, but long before, while they were both 
at home * and that Niddildale before the day paffing to Paris to provide 
armour fit for him ( or on whatfoever occafion clle ) Clifford gave it out 
that he had fled the combat •, but when he law that he was returned be- 
fore the day appointed , fearing to match with his well knowne ftrength 
and valour , would have fhifted the fight with many frivolous excules. 
Now there being aflembled and met together at that time brave Knight9 
from all the parts of Chriftendome , Clifford partly for envie of the ho- 
nour conferred upon his adverfary, and partly remembring their old de- 
bates, but chiefly becaufe of this difgrace and infamie, of being put ter 
this necelfitie of refilling to fight with him , hee caufed mercenarie cut- 
throats to lie in wait for him, who as he happened to walke through the 
ftreets, and view the walls of the Towne , fet upon him , and murdered 
him, not without great difficultie : by which lofle that enterprife againft 
the Infidels was diflurbed and dallied. 

W e told before how he is Ailed Prince of Danskin,and Duke of Spruce, 
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in the Monuments of the Sinclairs , of whom one had married his daugh- 
ter : fure it is, by the report of many eye-witnefles , that there was a gate 
in Danfick on which the Coat of the Douglases was carved and graven in 
(tone, which decaying , and being of late re-edified, this monument of 
him is perifihed. The common opinion is, that Danfick having beene ta- 
ken by Infidels, was regained by Scottifhmen, and therefore it is that the 
Scots have fuch priviledges there : and there is a part of the Town which 
they call little Scotland , which is inhabited almoft with Scottifhmen. 
All which muft be referred ( moft apparently ) to the Lord Niddifdale, 
and to this time , and doth teftifie in tome meafure he hath furpaffed the 
quality and condition of a private man , or of a ftr.inger in thofe parts, 
feeing he acquired the title of Prince and Duke, whereof we canaffirme 
no more then hath beene faid. This fell out about the yeare 1389. ot 
1390. about the death of King Robert the fecortd . 


Of Archbald the fecond, called the Grimmefhe third Earle, and twelfth 
Lord of Douglas and Bothwed. 


U Nto fames (flaineat Otterburn ) futceeded his brother Arch- 
bald, whom Hodinfhed wrongfully calleth his Coufin. Hee was 
married to the daughter of Andrew CM urraj , fillers fonne to K. 

David Brace, and Governour of Scotland : by her he got the Lordfhip of H ‘* marria 6 r ‘ 
Bothwell, and many other lands * and (he bare to him two fonncs , firft ^ 
William, who died a yeare before his father without children •, and Arch- 
bald t who fucceeded to his father : alfo a daughter named Marjorie , mar- 
ried to David Prince of Scotland. Concerning this Archbald the Grim; 
we finde not many particular a<fts of his recorded,befides thofe which he 
did in his fathers time , and in his brothers ( of which we have already 
fpoken ) although certainly hee cannot but have done divers worthy of 
memorie, feeing he hath the name and reputation of a moft worthy Cap- 
taine , being fo fterne and auftere in carriage and countenance , that hee 
was termed. The Grimme Douglas , and by our Writers , Archbald the 


Vjnmmc. , ~ 

Now that we may the better underftartd the reafohs of the Douglajjes 
proceedings and a&ionsjet us (as out manner is; take a generall view of 
the eftate of the Countrey at this time. His fuccefsion to the Earledome 
by the death of his brother was ( as we have faid ) not long before the 
death of King Robert the fecond, who died in the Caftle of Dundonald in 
the yeare 1 390 .April 19. Before his death there was a Truce taken bc- 
tweene England and France for the fpace of feven yeares, wherein Scot- 
land was alfo comprehended. By reafon ot this T nice partly, and partly 
for that his fonne fohn, who was afterward called Robert the third, was 
lame both of body and minde, and fo no wayes fit for warre, there is no 
mention of any exploit done by this man : onely it is faid of him , that 
When King Robert the third ,in the year 1 396.and the feventh of his reign^ 
created divers Dukes, and would have made this Archbald one,he refuted ^ rc f u f c( j td 
it as a noveltie and an empty title, not worthy of the accepting, feeing it be Duke. 

Qa was 
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was neither beftowed for merit, norfervice done, nor had any reall ad- 
vantage in it, favean airy (lww of appearing honour to pleafe the humour 
of ambitious minds, of which he was none. 

The next yeare following, Richard the fecond of England, was depo- 
fed, and the Duke of Lancalter was made King inhisroome, who was 
Henry the fourth : In the beginning of Henries reigne, the feeds of warre 
were fowen upon this occafion. 

George Dumbarre , Earle of March had betrothed his daughter Elizabeth 
to David the Kings cldcft fonne, and had payed a great part of their por- 
tion beforehand : but the Earle Douglas > aljedging that the Kings private 
contracting of his fonne without the confent of the State, was not accor- 
ding to the cuftome of the Kingdome , nor right and orderly done, 
cauled the matter to be propounded by his Majeftie to the Parliament, as 
former Kings had done, and as reafon required, feeing the whole King- 
dome hath intereft in the matching of their Princes, and Kings children. 
There he handled the bufines fo,that the contra# with Marches daughter 
Hit daughter wa& declared void and null, and his owne daughter c Marjorie Douglas , 
Marjory con- w a s contracted to the faid Prince David by confent of the Parliament *, 
Prince David* having offered a greater portion with her, then the Earle March had done 
With his daughter. He obtained for her joynture, all the rents and reve- 
newes which belonged to the King on the fouth fide of Forth. The 
way he tooke to bring this to paffe, was by the means of the Kings bro- 
ther Robert Earle of Fife, now made Duke of Albany ,and Govemour of 
the Countrey under the King, as he had been in their fathers time * who 
did alfo then even govern both King and Kingdome, and every thing as 
he lilted : and Douglas and he were in ward, and dearc friends, as his bro- 


ther -pomes ({lain at Otterbum) and he had ever been : now whether the 
Earle Douglas had that refpe# indeed to have matters of fucb importance 
to the Kingdome done by common advice of the Nobility chiefly, or if 
bis chief end were his owne particular, becaufe of the old emulation be- 
twixt the Earles of March and Douglas, to hinder the growth of that 
houfe by this great advantage of aliance, or if he* had an eye to both, or 
to any thing elfe, l leave it to be judged of others. 

1400. The marriage was folemnized in the Church of Bothwel the yeare 

Their marri- 1 406, with greater hafte then good fpeed, or any -comfort to either party 
*s c - that we heare of. For neither came this David ever to bee King, which 
was the thing that was~expe#ed, that thereby the houfe of Douglas 
might have been greatned ; Neither did this aliance of Prince David with 
the Earle of Douglas, ftand him in any fteadr in that hee was raoft mife- 
rably handled by his Uncle the Govemour, who afpired himfeU to the 
Crowne, which makes me to wonder why hee did not rather hinder this 
marriage of his Nephew with the Earle Douglas, then thus further it 5 
feeing in all likelyhood it might have been a great let and ftrong hinde- 
' > ranee to thofe his ambitious defignes : But (0 are the fecrets of things 
v hid from us, that wee cannot frade out the caufes and reafons of them by 

* go means, being not obferved, or not mentioned by the W r iters of thofe 

times^ however this marriage bred great contention and enmity be^ 
tween the Earles of March and Douglas ( though oeare kiofemen ) and 

did 
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did alfodifturb the peace and quiecneffe of the Kingdome : for March be- 
fore the marriage was folemnized, did not fticktogoetothe King, and 
upbraid him with breach of promife, which (he faid) was neither juft, nor 
Princely •, craving alfo importunately, and roughly the reftitution of his 
mony which he had advanced for his daughters portion.TheKing having 
not anfwered him according to his mind, hee lpared not to threaten that 
he ftrould be avenged on that rufle and di (grace that he had put upon him 
and his daughter. And fo retiring from Court, he forte fie s his Caftle of 
Dumbarre,and gives it in keeping to his Nephew Robert MctelLn,\\t him- 
felfe (having received leave of King Henry) went into England * where- 
upon the Caftle of Dumbarre was fummoned in the Kings namebyan 
Herauld of Armes, and was furrendered by the Captain thereof Robert 
<JMetelUn into the hands of the Earle Douglas. The Earle of March re- 
turned into Scotland, but being excluded out of his Caftle at Dumbarre* 
went back again into England, taking his Lady and children along with 
him, together with the neareft of his kinfmen, and his chief friends ac- 
companying him. There he joyned with Henry Percie (called hote fpurre) 
a perpetuall enemy of the houfeof Douglas, and trufting to the favour 
and good will borne him by thefe who dwelt on the Eaft Border or 
March of Scotland, mod of which were his vaftalls and dependers, many 
ofthem his kinfmen, and all of them tied to him by fome relation,or ob- 
ligation, he troubled the Merfe chiefly and the Earle Douglas lands with 
frequent incurfions and inroades. The King hereupon caufed proclaims 
bim rebell, and yet notwithffanding, fent to him a Herauld of Armes j 
with profer of pardon, and reftitution, upon condition that hee would re- 
tumeand live peaceablely at home*, and that he fhould receive all fuch fa. 
tisfa&ion for any wrong he could juftly complain of, as he defired. But 
when Jbeerefufed to embrace this offer, the Herauld pafted on to King 
Henrie , and complained of the Earle of March, craving that hee might 
bee delivered according to the Articles of the truce. But hee was an ^ 
fwered by the King, that hee had given him his word, and could not 
breake it. 

In the mean time Percie, and the Earle of March, being emboldned 
with divers fucceflefull attempts upon the Borders^ adventured with 
2 000. men to come into Lowthian , where they wafte i the Countrey near 
imto Hadington, aflaulted the Caftle of Hales twic e but in vain : burnt 
the townesof Hales, Trapren, Markill,and other adjacent villages. And 
while they encamped at Linton upon Tine, hearing of the Earle Douglaf- 
fes approach, who had raifed diffident forces, and was marching towards 
them, and was come as farre as Penkrake, they arofe and fled in great 
hafte, leaving behind them all their booty, together with their owne lug- 
gage and carriage. The manufcript and black booke ot Scone fay dearly 
that the Earle followed them fo quickly* that he overtookethem 

or they got to Berwick, and killed divers, having wrefted an enfigneout 
of the hands of Sir Thomas £olboutb'toh\c\\ he brought into Scotland with 
him. Boetius relates it not much otherwife. Other Hiftories make 04) 
mention hereof, butonely fay, that the Earle returned to Edinburgh 
with great congratulation and joy of all men. 

' H* 
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He died not long after of a burning fever the fame yeare 1400, in the 
beginning of February : very unfeafonably for hi$ Countrey •, which was 
deftitute of able Commanders in warre, having loft divers others of 
good note not long before. He was buried in Bothwell with his Ladie. 
He was a man nothing inferiour to any of his Predeceflours, or Succef- 
fours of his houfe and name, in any kind of vertue, and in Tpeciall of true 
and reall kindnefle to his friends and followers, as appearethbya letter 
of his to the Earle of March in favour of the Laird of Ridpeth, a Gentle- 
man in Lammermoore who was his follower, and was wronged by the 
Earle of March in the poffdfion of fome lands: but more in Marches re- 
fufall to right him*, heaflembleth his forces, and difpoffefleth the Earle 
of Marches fonne, and reponed Ridpeth in his rights and maintained him 
therein ever after, which his fucceffours doe enjoy at this day. As for 
his valour and condudf in warre, hee is termed the beft Captain of his 
time, andthatinhisperfortthe fplendour and glory of warrefare both 
flood and fell. 

Others fay that hee left behinde him an honourable memory of high 
Prowefle, and noble valour, {hewed in many enterprifes by him happily 
atchieved for the good of his Countrey. In Piety hee was Angular 
through his whole life, and moft religious according to thofe times. He 
did very much honour and reverence all religious perfons * for whofe 
ufe he founded the Colledge of Bothwell. Out of his zeal and fincerity 
he expelled the Nuns of the Abbacie of Lincloudon, and changed it into a 
Colledge of Clerks, becaufe the Nuns (faith Boetttu) kept not their infti- 
cution of their order : and Major faith tt is to be prefumed, that they kept 
not their Chaftitie, otherwife he could never have thruft them out. And 
in this hecommendeth him, as having an eye to Religion, and a fpeciall 
care of the pure and fincere worfhip of God, as his onely end and inten- 
tion. As for his prudence and providence, it appeareth that he did great- 
ly encreafe his Revenues, afW enlarge his Dominions : hee was trufty and 
faithfull in his promifes,and carried a minde free from all ambition, and 
vainglory: All vertues greatly to bee accounted of, and imitated of all. 


Of Archbald the third of that Name and thirteenth Lord , 
the fourth Earle of Douglas , Lord of Bothn>ett t 
Calloway and Annandalc, firfl Duke of 
Furr one, Lord of Longe- vide , 

■ and Marshall of France. 

U Nto Archbald(thc Grimme.) fucceeded Ills fecond fonne, named 
alfo Archbald ♦, he was married to Margaret daughter to King Bo- 
bert the third, and fecond of the Stuarts. She lieth buried in the 
Church of Linclouden, with this infeription on her T ombe, 

Hicjacet Margarita Scotia regis flia , Comitiffa de Douglas jo attic 
r fytnandia , & Gattovidia Demina. 

Here lies Margaret daughter to the King, Countefle of Dou- 
glas, Lady of Annandale and Galloway. 

He 
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He had by her two Tonnes, Archbald, to whom Thomas Flemine Earle 
pfWigton refignesthe EarledomeofWigton,and he is entitled ( during h» children, 
his lathers life time) Archbald Earle ofWigton : his other fonrte was 
garnet, Lord Abercome, called groffe tfamcs. Heehad alio two daugh- 
ters, Margo) e/, married to Sir William Sinclair Earle of Orkney who was 
fifth in line from the Earle of Saint Clarences fecond Tonne, that came 
firft out of France, and was fonne to Gilts (or Egidia ) Douglas, daughter to 
the Earle Of Niddifdale. Elizabeth was the other, who was married to 
zpohn Stuart Earle of Buchan, fecond fonne to Robert the Govemour, af- 
terward Conftable of France : her dowry or portion given with her in 
marriage. Were the lands of Stuarton, Ormefhugh, Dunlope,Trabuyage 
(in Carri<ft ) by refignation. 

This K^inhbald is hee who was called Tine-man, for his unfortunate 
ind hard fuctefle he had, in that he tint (or loftjalmoft all his men, and all 
the battels that hee fought. This nick-name, or cognomination in the OrTinemm. 
old manu(cript(of Sir Richard Metcllan of Lithington)giveth to Archbald 
(lain at Halidoun hill, and calleth this, Archbald one eye, for diftirnttion* 
becaufe of the Ioffe of his eye in a battell againft Percie. But that fumame 
of Tyne man cannot bee given fo conveniently to the former Atchbald i 
who loft onely one field, and himfelf in it •, whereas this man ever loft 
his men<bimfelf efcaping often •• hee is diftinguifhed alfo from others by 
the Title of Duke of Turrane; But however he be named, it is true, th -ft 
no man was leffe fortunate, and it is no lefle true, that no man was tnord 
valorous, as will appeareby the Hiftory. 

At his beginning to bee Earle, a little after the deceafe of his father in 
Auguft 140^. Henry the fourth of England entered Scotland with art Ar- 
my, and came to Edinburgh, where be befieged the Cattle, in the which 
the Duke of Rothfay ( Prince of Scotland ) and with him the, Earle of 
Douglas, were. The Governour of Scotland raifed an Army to have gi- 
ven him battell, and was come to Calder-more, but went no further, and 
there disbanded his Army iThe Engliib Hiftories fey ,thatthe GovernOuf 
lent wordto the King of England, that if he would flay for him but fixe 
dayes onely he would give him battell,. and that the Herauld got & filke 
gowne, and a gold chain for his neWes from the King * but the King ha- 
ving ftayed twice fixe could hearc nothing of his coming. The caufe of 
die Govemours flacknefle is given out by forne to have been the defire} 
that he had that the Duke of Rothfay might perifii, and be taken Out of 
the way,tfcat he himfelf might come to theCrown.Now as all do agree, 
that he had thefe ambitious thoughts, fo Major flieweth that there was iU 
fo fome other particular between them , whereof he related? the oceafiort 
to have been this. There was one zf ohn Rtnmgeny^ who firft laboured td 
perfwade the Duke of Rothfay to caofe (lay the Governour, and then 
(when he could not prevail with him to wrong his Uncle) he dealt with 
the Govemour to cut off the Duke his Nephew, ds one that would mine 
him, if ever he fhcmld come to be King. This Rimorgeny was leconded 
by Lindfay, who was upon the plot with him, and helped it forward up-* 
on malice againft R ot h 1 ay , w ho had betrothed his fitter, and rejected her,- 
as he had done to the Earle of Marches eldeft daughter. T his feemech not 
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to be unlikely, and giveth fome further light to the Hiftory, as contain- 
ing the caule of the Governours not releeving the Caftle of Edinburgh. 
It is alfo a remarkable example of crafty Coun!ellours,who are to be no- 
ted and avoided. And I marvell much how it hath efcaped the diligence 
of our beft W riters. I thought it not to be omitted in this place,as an in- 
ftance of feare concurring with ambition in the Governour : and indeed 
thefe two are commonly joyned together, and take matter each of other. 
Ambition bringeth feare with it , and feare fpurreth forward ambition 
toward that it aimes at •, a s being not onely honourable, but necelTary, 
and the onely meane to fecure a mans felfe : efpecially where it lighteth 
upon fuch Counfellours,as thefe were, to blow the fire , whereof Prin- 
ces had need to be aware , and flop the entrie to the firft motions there- 
of. 

The blacke booke of Scone faith that Henrj the fourth acknowledged 
himfelfe to be ( femi Scot us de [anguine Cumini ) halfe a Scot of the bloud 
of the Cummins , and that he tooke the moft High to witnefie^hat he was 
not come to hurt the Countrey, but onely to have reafon of fome of the 
Nobilitie, who had written to the King of France that he was a Traitour 
in the fuperlative degree ( which letters his men had intercepted ) and to 
trie if the Authours of thefe letters durft fight it with him. The Manu- 
feript faith that he was difappointed of his purpofe notwithftanding : for 
he thought to have taken the Caftle of Edinburgh , and to have made 
Scotland fubje<5t to turn thereafter ; but it being valiantly defended by 
Edinburgh the Earle Douglas , he was conftrained to rife from before it with great 
£dby v!u^ l°fl e and difcontentment,and no great credit * efpecially for that the win- 
gi m ag.unft ter drew on apace , having fat downe before it about the end of Septem- 
SUS ^ er * 1 a™ not ignorant that our W riters give this Henrj the commenda-* 
tion of great modeftie in this journey, as being mindfull of the courtefie 
fhowne to his father the Duke of Lancafter in Scotland , and that they 
fay that he ufed the prifoners not cruelly but courteoufly, and that when 
he pafted by the Caftles and Forts of the Countrey, he did onely require 
of the Captaines and Keepers of them, that his Enfignes might be fet on 
the top of the wall, as a token of their fubmiflion , and that they were in 
his will : but feeing their owne Authors deny him this honour, and fay 
that he burnt the Towns,VilIages,and Caftles,even a great part of Edin- 
burgh and Leith, we have fmall reafon to contend with them for it j and 
« fo we accept of it,and follow the Scottifh Manufcripr. 

Upon Henries departure , becaufe the Earle of March troubled the 
' Countrey with frequent rather then with great incurfions , the Earle 
Douglas {who had the government of Lowthian,and the Caftle of Dum- 
bar ) went with an Army into Northumberland, and wafted the Coun- 
trey with great havock. At his returne he gave order that the Barons and. 
Gentlemen fhould choofe fome of their number to be Captaines, and al- 
lot unto them a competent numberto follow them, who might by turnes 
wait and be in readinefle, either to refift the enemie, or to make an inroad 
ypon him in his owne Countrey, as they fhould find occafion. The firft 
turnefellto Thomas Haltbur ton Lord of Dirleton, who having entred 
England, and gotten a great bootie neere unto Bambrugh^etumed home 

fafe. 
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life. But Patrick Hepbutnt of Hailes ( the younger ) had not the like fuo 
cefle : for he going upon the like adventure, had indeed taken a rich boo- 
' tie, but having ftayed a day longer then he (hould (and had beene advifed 
by his friends)in the enemies bounds,thcy gathered themfelves together, 
and following him, overtooke him at Weft Nisbet in the Merle. There, 
alter a fharp encounter , the Scots had gotten the better of the Englilh, 
and well nigh the vidtorie, till Geer re Dumb ar re , the Earle of Marches el- 
deft fonne, coming in with an hundred frelh horfe, regained the vidtorie 
to the Englilh, and flew the flowre of the youth of Lowthian , together 
with their Captaine Patrick Hepburne. The fight happened the 22. of ; 

June i40i.the place whereof is yetcalled,The Slaughter Hill. 

This Patricke Hepburne was entirely beloved of the Earle Douglas, and 
as deare to him as nis owne felfe : for he it was that fought fo valiantly 
at Otterbume , and therefore he was filled with griefc and indignation 
for his deathjxing fo brave a Captain,and fo deare a friend to his houfe, 
and to himlelfe. His honour alfo, and the credit of his Gountrey ftirred 
him up alfoto feeke a revenge of the Authors thereof- Whereupon ha- 
ving obtained leave of the Governour, he gathered together about fome 
10000. men , amongft whom were many of the chiefe Nobility of the 
land , even the Governours eldeft fonne Murdock ( who fucceeded.to his 
father in the Government) George Earl? of Angus (his owne UnclejT^- 
mas Earle of.Murray, and $ohn Dumbarre brother to the Earle of March, 
one that had married the Kings lifter. With this company he entered 
England is farre as Newcaftle upon Tine, and having gotten a great boo- 
tie, was retiring homeward. In his returning, neare unto Milneid,fffwy 
Hoiffarremd George Earle of March lay in his way with a farre greater occafon of 
power then he had. Wherefore the Earle Douglas tooke a ground of ad- thebmeii of 
vantage,whkh was a little hill befides Homildon,a Village in Northum- 
berland. Percie would hav? marched ftraight towards him to have aflail- 
ed him, but the Earle of March (being very skilfull in warre , and more 
calme and advifed) ftayed him,and gave him counfell firft to fend a flight 
of arrowes amongft them, and to gfvefhem a voleepf their fielding pie- 
ces, which was done accordingly, and did greatly annoy the Scots , and 
flew many of them. Douglas perceiving that he could not brooke that 
place with fafety, thought it better to hazzard the battell in plaine field, 
then to ftand ftill and fee his men flaine about him by the enemies fhot, 
while they flood fafe, and came not within ftroake of their fwords , and 
long weapons. And fo (though farre inferiour in number)downe the hill 
be goes, and gave a fierce aflault upon the enemie. But the Vauntguard 
being branglcd,and giving backe (being much troubled and fore wound- 
ed by the Archers) though they were lharply rebooked by. i^idam Lord 
Gordon, and Sir zpohn Swim on, and brought on againe,yet were they not » 

able to fuftaifte and abide the (hot of the enemie, but were defeated every, 
man. The reft that were behind , being exhorted by their Captaines to 
revenge the death of their fcllowes flaine beforetheir eyes , did acquit 
themfelves bravely , but being overwhelmed with the greater number, 
were alfo overthrowne at la,ft. There were many flaine, amongft whom* * 

were the fbrenamed ^Adam Lord Gordon ( who had beene at variance. 
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with the Earle Douglas, but in this expedition he* had been reconciled 
to him; and Knighted by him) and Sir $oJm Swiu^iou, avyathai gained 
greater reputation of valour and courage that day, and fought fa v^lo* 
rotifly, that if the reft had followed their example, that field had not been 
fo loft. There were alio divers others of note t, fucb as tylm 
of Calender, Alexander Ramfaj of Dalhoufie, with a number of common 
fouldiers. Many were taken of quality, CMttfduk the GavemouFS fon, 
George Earle of Angus, Thomm Earle of Murray, lt#6frt Sualfim of Al- 
loway, ^ antes Douglas cldeft (bn to the Lord Dalkeith, and hit two hro. 
thers, [fob* and Wldtam^QooPge LeJtj of Rothes, Patrick JDfmtau of Bcell. 

In the black Booke of Scone is ffet down® the doath of the forefaid 
George Earle of Angus, how hee died in England of the plague being a 
prifoner ( with many others ) and Aleieaudor Uumo of Dunglas alfo, as 
The fatten the fame Booke doth wkneflfe. The Earle Dmghu himfelfe was taken al« 
loft, and Vtu- fp, having loft one eye in the fight. This battell was fought on the Ho, 
gUs taken, jy Rood-day In Harveft, or ( as others ) the 5. of May 1401. or 140*. 
rather as appeareth by the former Hiftory. 

While# the Earle Douglas was prifoner in England, the Duke of Roth • 
fay became fb riotous, and infolehtly unruly, chat fits father not being 
able to goveme him by his owne authority, did commit him to hi* bro- 
ther, the Govemours tuition, to be eorre&ed and tamed by him. Hen 
made u(e ofthis occafion for compaffing his owne ambitious ends, or co 
be rid of the foam hee had of him, font him up in Falkland, and ftarved 
him to death- The Macke Booke of Scope faith, that the Earle Douglas 
-was With the Governour, when hee brought the Duke fjona Saint An* 
drewes to Falkland. But# (houtd rather feem that he hack been <a pfjfo* 
per in England, *when the Duke was thus ufedt for if hee hod been af 
hom«,m all likelihood he wotgd have reeknwdehe Duke (being hj? bro- 
ther in fetw ) and have brought him out of his wild courfos * or by his 
credit wyth the Goverpour would have faved him, and prevented fiich 
mremity,unWfe he had proceeded fo forrens to eaft off the Earles After, 
whereofwe beam nothing. And even in that eafo, (being them is alvrayes 
fomehope of reconcilement between man and wife, and therefore fiich 
fallings out arc often born with, jn Princes upon that hope $ ft is likely 
be would have ufed his care and credit to have composed things in font 
better fort t however, whether through his ab fence or negligence, or that 
having find! hope of amendment, he would not middle in k t the Duke 
perfifts in bis lewd wayes, and growes rather worfe <hen better. W®« 
readeof no help or affiftancc that the Douglas -made UM 0 hfon, as hee 
Was bound by fo oeare alliance . Neither do we beam bow he juried fom- 
felf toward the Eaifos After his Wke^ofwbcCherfoee had anyohftdrcn by 
• him or not jihpo ^ tfoeyhad beetunf fried atthatthne (otm fax* or (foe 

ycares, and b e g w as anwtnoftwentyfhree or tw ent y fow» yeaesof age 
atthcleaft, having been ei gh tee n Whanhee was -en (belled Duke lathe 
1 ay 5 .yeare,whidi%a g re «t ne g fodband overfight itvour W«Mes.-f 1 iisis 
clear that neither parqrtwd-any cont e nt me nt, or comfortable faeces from 
^Sfo-macth Which they fofoudt^&dfal Ac •brougbtcopftflfewkh fo gnat 
tfodbfo, difqtuet } aadimfthieJb‘hi ^ the : K«ngdome 4 4 natdbie Mfonibr 
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inert to moderate their defires of any thing, and not to feeke it over eager- 
ly (though it feem never fo advantagious ) in refpedf of the uncertainty of 
the fequelland event of all humane things. 

But to retumeto our prifoner : wee fee him hurt, defeated, a eaptive> 
but neither difgraced, nor difcouraged •, no nor any whit lefle efteemed 
of by his friends, or enemies : who indeed needed not to bee over proud 
of this vi& ory, which was obtained rather by the multitude of men, then 
meer valour, neither were they yet quit with the houfe of Douglas, for 
what they had received of them before : however thefe viciflitudes of 
fortune in the emulation of thefe twohoufes ( Douglas and Pcrcie) were 
matter rather of fharpning then difcouraging, and deje&ing their fpirits, 
and bred not hatred, but an higher (though emulous ) effeem of each to- 
wards other. This overthrow and Ioffe of the Earle Douglas did not dimi- 
nifh, but rather increafe his praife and glory, and that even in the opinion 
of the Conqueror. It became alfo the occafion of (hewing his worth in a 
more confpicuous and publike Theatre, and on a more eminent fubjeft, 
and powerful! enemy : for not long after, the Earle of Northumberland 
(whether for envie of King Henries good fuccefle, to whom he had been 
a, great friend in the beginning ; or for that Henrj ufurped the Kingdome 
contrary to his oath and promife *, or for his negle&ing to relieve Edmond 
Mortimer Earle of March, taken prifoner in his fervice againff Omn Glen - 
dour by the (aid omen, or out of indignation againff him for craving to 
have his prifoners from him, which hee had taken at WeffNisbet, and Occafion of 
at Homildon, of whom onely they had lent c Murdock Stuart to the* 1 ?* bs ^ ** 
King •, or for what ever other caufe ) the faid Earle entered into league hrew 
with Edmond , Omen, and fome other Lords, againff the King, with fuch 
confidence^hat they made a tripartite Indenture,wherein they divided all 
England into three parts, to each of them a third: whereupon Percie, e- 
ffeeming highly of the Douglas valour, having had good proofe thereof 
at Homildon, offered if hee would take part with him in this enterprise, 
and (hew himfelf as valiant on his fide, as hee had done againff him, that 
be fhould not onely be let goe without ranfome, but alfo (if they prevail- 
ed ) he fhould have Berwick, and a part of Northumberland for his re- 
ward. 

. Douglas, who was no wayes flack to embrace any good occafion againff 
England, gladly accepted the conditioned getting leave to come home, 

Returned again at the time appointed,well accompanied with many of hia 
friends ana followers. The leading of the vantguard was committed to 
him, which place he difeharged bravely, and behaved himfelf fo, as no 
man ever did more valiantly and admirably by all mens confeflion : for 
after the Scots{ who were led by him ) had made a fierce onfet upon the 
Kings foreward ( conduced by the Earle of Stafford) and forced them 
to give back, having almoff broken their ranks, the King came to their 
aid with his frefh troupes, and renewed the fight more fiercely then 
before. Douglas and Percie, perceiving the King to be there in per (on .bent 
their whole forces towards him with fuch violence, that if George D urn- 
karre, Earle of March (who had of late betaken himfelf to the Kings fide)* 
bad not warned the K« to withdraw himfelf from that place, Douglas had 
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certainly (lain him , for hee made fo hard an onfet on the Kings Standard, 
that he bore all down before him, and flew the Earle of Stafford wkh his 
owne hands, who had been made Conftable of England chat lame day : 
as alfo three more, who were apparelled like the King : and when the K. 
reftored the battell again, and had broken the rankes of thole that flood 
agaitifl him, Douglas feeing him the fourth man in royall apparel), hee 
- faid aloud in great choler and indignation, where the Devil were all thefe 
Kings borne ' and withall running fiercely at him, beat him from his 
miter. horfe, and at the fame inftant flew Sir Thomas Bloat, the Kings Standard- 
bearer, and overthrew the Standard. But the K. was refcued, and moun- 
ted again by thofe that were about him, efpecially by his owne fonne 
(afterward Hertrie the fifth) and fo efcaped. At laft the victory fell to 
the Kings fide, who had behaved himfelf moft valoroufly,and is recko- 
ned to have (lain with his owne hands thirty fix of the enemies. So that 
the vi&ory is afcribed chiefly unto him, who did both by word and ex- 
ample encourage his Souldiers, that they renewed the fight, flew the 
Lord Percie , and with him difcomfited the whole Hoaft. 

Douglas taken The Earle Douglas was taken prifoner, and brought to the King, who 
would on no wife confent to have him put to death (though divers 
perfwadedhim to it) but commended his faithfulnefle to his friend, and 
praifcd his valour, which he honoured much •, in regard whereof he both 
caufed cure his wounds, and fent him rich prefents. Some write that be- 
ing asked by thofe of the Kings fide, why hee did joyne with fuch troi- 
tours againft the King, his reply was onely this-. It leemeth (faith hee) 
that the King is yet alive, though divers Kings have been killed to day. 
This anfwer being fo full of refolution, and courage, nnd void of all fear, 
did tnovethe Kingto regard him fo much the more. They tell alfo that 
being hurt in his privie members, when after the battell every man was 
reckoning his wounds, and complainings hee laid at laft when hee had 
hard them all, T hey jit fid ft ill that have a rivers hretke, The fpeach conti- 
nueth ftillin Scotland, andispaftinto a Proverb which is a fed, to de- 
figne fuch as have fomc hidde and iecrct caufe to complaine, and fay but 
little. 

Holl/rtfhedwnteth, that in refped of his Noble parentage, and fklour, 
he was tenderly cherifhed by King Henry, and frankly and freely demit- 
ted without ranfome : and fuch indeed is the cuftome of generous minds 
to honour venue even in the enemy. It is generally agreed upon by all, 
that he was highly honoured and efteetned. To that the King for fomc of 
his Nobles ) caufed draw his pi&ure, which is (till to be feen in the pri- 
vie Gallery at White Hall. But touching his delivery, feme fay that 
when he had flayed in England certain moneths, he was with difficulty 
fet at liberty after he had payed a great fumtne of money. Others write, 
that he was detained eight or nine yeares at leaft, but that feems to be too 
much for this battell ( called Shrcwesbury field ) was in theyeare 1405. 

. in the fourth yeareof King Henry, on Saint liagdalius day, and Doug Us 
r h« ifcjf ‘ r was fet free at the death (or not long after) of K. Robert the third of Scot- 
* * ’ land, m the yeare 1406. When die Earle hard word ofhis death, he made 
fhift to agreejbr his ranfome, and fo returned with all fpeed into Scot- 
land. 
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him very good Offices in 
England, and was a chiermean and inftrument of his delivery, bein<* re- 
conciled to him during his imprifonment : wherefore the Earle Dowlas 
at his return procured liberty for thi Earle of March to come home into 
Scotland, and to be received a free Liege again •, butopon condition that 
he fhould fuffer the Caftles of Lochmaban and Dumbarre to remaine 
with the Earle Douglas and his heires, notwithftanding of any agreement 
made between them to the contrary in England. And fo in the yeare 141 1 
he wasreftored by the Governour, alter hee had remained fifteen yeares 
in England, or thereby, having done great hurt to his Countrey , and 
much good fervice to the Kings of England •, bu: for all the fervice hee 
did, hee could neither move the King to reftore him, and repofiefl'e him 
again in his owne, neither obtain competent means and allowance for his 
cftare and quality. A notable example for Subjeds, to learne hereby not 
to forfake their naturall King, and native Countrey in hope to be luppor- 
ted or ayded by forrain Princes : farre lefle thus to hurt and endamniage 
their owne Countrev, for the pleafure and advantage of (hangers. 

The black book of Scone afcribeth the reftitution of the Earle of March 
to Walter Halyburton fonne in law to the Governour ( Gener Gubcrnatoris ) 
by marrying his daughter Ifabcll(& widdow, and CountefTe of Rode) for 
which he got from March a fourty pound land in Birgeam •, and that the 
Earle Douglas got back Lochmaban, and the Lordfhip of Annandale : 
however it bee, a yeare or two after the Earle Douglas was returned, the 
Earle March was reftored, whereunto Hotlinjhcd afro feemeth to agree : 
for in another place after the death of King Robert (which hee fectech in 
the yeare 1408.) forgetting what hee had (aid before ( that the Kingdi- 
mitted Douglas frankly andfreely) hee vvriteth thus. Archbald Earle of 
Douglas, as yet remaining captive in England , after bee had knowledge of 
King Roberts death ( to wit , five yeare after this at leaf by his otvnc account ) 
made fhift to agree for his ranfome, artdfo, being fet at liberty, returned with all 
fpeednowat length into Stojtland. Wherein he contradi&s himfelfand caft> 
eth downe all that liberality, apd magnanimity of his King (in difmiffing 
the Douglas freely )and. With fb much the more blemifh^s in faying it was 
done, hcacknowledgedit ibould have been done, as it had indeed been 
moft honourable and Princely ,and might (per haps)have gained the heart 
of that worthyNobleman.But we find hut few a&ionsin that kind of full 
beneficence pradifed towards the Scots^nd it feemsthat his great worth 
hath extorted their admiration, and fome Offices of courtefie,& common 
humanity, fuch as were the prefervatiQn of his life, and curing of his 
wounds* but the old grudge of National! quarrell remaining if ill in vi- 
gour, did choake the fruit of true Princely dealing,and kept it that it came 
not to that full maturitie of beneficence, which the party defervfed, and 
was futeable fot fuch a King. Wherefore kt him. cqntent himfelf with 
this honour, that his valour was acknowledged abundantly, and himfelf 
by the confeffion of King Henries owne Hcraulds, accounted one oft fie 
chief Chi valiers and Champions in Albion : aid let him thanke his own * 
pro weffe. more then their kindnefTcfor this teftimony. Wee will alfo 
addea witnefle of thefe inourtiiries 5 one of their owne Poets ( Samuell 
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Daniellyx ho f peaking of King Henries fon, who releeved his father in the 
batcell of Shrewesbury from the Earle Douglas, he writeth thus : 

Lib. 3. Stanza 11 3. 

Hadfi thou not here lent prefent fpeedie aid 
To thy endangered father neerely tired. 

From fierce encountring Douglas overlaid, \ 

That day had there his troubled life expired. 

Heroicallcouragiour Blunt arrayed 
In habit like as was the King attired, • 

And deem'd for him, excus’d the fault of his. 

For he had what his Lord did hardly miffe. 

Taking Blunt for one of thofe that were apparelled like the King, 
whereas others account him to have been the Kings Standard-bearer. But 
in the warres between York and Lancafter, it is more amply fet downe 
in this fort: 

Lib. 4. Stanza 49. 

Tet here had he not fpeedy fuccour lent 
To his endangered Father , neare opprefi. 

That day had feen the full accompli fhment 
Of all his travels, and his jinall reft : 

For Maxs-like Douglas all his forces bent 
T encounter and to graple with the befi~. 

As if difdaining any other thing 
Toaoethatday,buttofubdueaKing . 

Stanza 50. 

And therewith fiery courage be affailes 
Three all as Kings adorn’d in Roy all wife. 

And each fuccefsive after other quails $ 

Stil wondring whence fo many Kings Jhould rife. 

And doubting leaf his hands or eye fight fails, 
v ' ' With theft confounded on the fourth he flies. 

And him unhos fes too, whom had he joed 
He then all Kings in him hadvanquijhed. 

Stanza 

For Henry had divided as it were 
The per fon of himfelf into foure parts. 

To be lejfe knowne , and yet known every where. 

The more to animate his peoples hearts 5 
Who cheated by his prefence, would not fpare 
To execute their bejt and worthiefi parts : 
r By which two JpeciaU things effetfcdarc, 

Hts fafetie andhis Sub jells better care. 

And 
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And in tht 54. $canga, tofciflg 9l titi[wr re > 

But he as Douglas *>\th hjs fury leef 
Buying into the thifkeft wpoels ifffeares, • 

And brooks of [words , ftilt laying at the head . • 

T fiena little aft$r in the \6. upoq thp kjljing of Hotfiune 

Wbfcktkmmfo#* thy Arm FtJwtb 
. 4i if i* fmUmJhnd, vto tim vm mtu 
Difatfr in Htf* kmkts tkm nH H&f • 

4m ppuglas fmt mb fmp4s,m w*\hmw> 

WvHbn\ Wky# wm*. thonm 
Wkvk tnkf hip, by ktf mbit 
i»th*t dnyeimgbty , «4 mt pftfawd, 

Wi*k 4 ibegrm and bmm ndt 


And that was all cq be pre ferved and refpe&ed, tot m ealjly PQt ippn 
difmiiftd ; for (tofides what hath hm (aid of this pptoi the*? « an W 
denture yep emty, which emmm. t to agreement bttwto King Hmy % 
and him. Thai whereas tto (aid bade waslawMpfitofWfiw, or 
in his foane, $ok*f >. f toncaftgr, ha told ba*s free lito W 19 return? 19 
his Qvya Cmwfrey of Scotland, 4i*>n his giving to twelve hippie Hpfti- 
for his reentry into the Qagfepf Burton}* Being then in tto cuftody 
pf the laid fob* qf LaneaAer* TtoHtotoges wen?, ?• 4 nkkw Dm- 
$/<**, his owns eldcft fon and toiw ? a* fwm his brpttot 1 • h $m* 
fon and toiw so $<mi hard Qallteito ? 4, Sir fokn Mmmrh Laid 
pf Addorfon 1 f . Sir fib trim* foiw wd heire to tto f-prd Sfim : 
4 , Sir Wifcm Dougin, pf Brumbtorig •: ? t Sir wiHm Ptwlw to He $■ 
miftfln * «, Sir fmvn GlwHwng fonne and hfiiff *8 Sir to §!m- 

dinipg? p. Sir ttw * , B?rd to Tenegks } ip. Si? tfnrwtf 
dtinmH-- n.Sir tiHdimfay! h» Sir WfHim $«*6w*-Tto C?pn4h“ 
lion tosws that upqn stoEartesmentrKftf his perfen teth? wards pf 
the (v&ftdm of wnrafter, tto laid H9ffa»gawwi?te<?f*t fo?f«9rP- 
gair with fafe canduft into rtoir own CIoum and ftot wirhip fouff y 

Jayea after ch« EaiIcs gentry, pr afttr hi^ mt ht And fha| ftoPrwp 
his faid hrpttor ftfm # od tto Parle pf W«ftlhG9?l«d IhnuH 
to obliged hy expreflte eammandmeflt from (to Ming IP fef«?«(towid 
Hohagei* during ito time of their abode, and rehdf*}« in log W* And 
if tto Ewlifoould fail of his re-entry again, ttoi (he (aid Hmm told 
to ai tto Kings difpofing* And in rife tto (aid feh told die« hi^ eld# 
fomte and tol» ms to abide prifora* with (to King is his to fcee Pfg> 
and the reft oftto Hoftiges wert m to (ft (fie itn'medtoflyr And for 
ttor it was conditioned, ttot thl tofle ihouM. dp h*s «t#fn3oft tP hPSP 
she truce that bad been rested of toiw«en ihe Pf, htfCtofelh and 
tto faid Eerie » and that he told fftpft il tP to Wmi and c©nhrffi e « by 
both the Realms of SeetUnd and pAgiand, f@r («ti»enyH?e§; w 4 m 
eefo he could not obtain that, that this the laid bade m fowfelf* and 
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his Countreyes betweene the Eaft and Weft feas,inhabited by any of his 
men and vaflals , fliould keepe truce with England from Pafch next , till 
Pafch thereafter. Thefe conditions were drawn up by the.Kings Coun- 
cell in forme of an Indenture , whereof each had a counterpane , figned, 
fealed, and delivered reciprocally by the faid parties at London the four- 
teenth of March 1407. \ 

During the time of his captivity in England,the Duke of Rothfay was 
famifhed to death by his Uncle the Governour,who being accufed there- 
of by the King his brother, made fuch a (lender purgation, that the King 
fearing he would doe the like to his other fonn etfames , lent him by fea 
to France,where he might remain in fafety while hr were come to years. 
But being driven in by ftorme of weather into the coafts of England , he 
was detained as a prifoner by the King and Sute.Hereupon followed the 
death of the defolate father,and the continuance of the Governour in his 
Office. And now Douglas being come home (in the yeare 1411.) hee 
kept good correfpondencie with the Earle of March ever after, for there 
had alwayes beene friendfhip betwixt the two Houfes ( of March and 
Douglas) untill the match with the Duke of Rothifay did feparate them * 
and now that being away and digefted,and March having furthered • Doit* 
glafjes delivery out of captivitie,and Douglas procured 1 , or helped to pro- 
cure Marches peace and reftitution, theyjoyned ever thereafter in-all com- 
mon affaires. Some write that thofetwodid borne the towneof Rox- 
brough, but it feems to bee miftaken * for that was done ere they came 
home, by William Douglas ofDfumlanrig, and Gatoin third fonne to the 
Earle of March. After their return, thefe is no mention of any exploit of 
warre between Scotland and England for the fpace of tenne yeares : whe- 
ther it were that there hath been any truce, or that Henri the fourth dy- 
ing, his fonne Henry the fifth was fo taken up with the warre with France^ 
that he had no leafure to looke toward Scotland $ of chat the Governour 
durft not attempt any thing againft him, for feare hee fliould fend home 
the rightfull heire to the Crowne of Scotland, Whom he had in his pow- 
er and ciiftody, and who (he doubted not) would finde favour enough in 
Scotland, both for his right, and out of commiferation of his eftatc, and 
condition. So there was nothing done,except fome flight and private in- 
He bame* rodes, f uch as when the Earle Douglas burnt Penmoore a towne in Bng- 
PcnmooK, i an d at which the Earle March is alfofaid to have been in theyeare,t4i4i 
Intheyeare 1420. The Governour died, and his fonne Murdoch was 
made Governour in his place, having' been relieved a little before by en- 
terchange of a fonne of the Earle of Nbrthumberland.He wasaman of a 
dull and heavy fpirit, and of no authority, not fo much as to goveme his 
owne family, which made him to be little regarded : about this time the 
civil warre in France grew hot between >C^r /ex the fixth Kina of France, 
Philip Duke of Burgundie and Henrf k the fifth of England on the one part, 
and the Daulphin of France on the other, for Philip of Burgun- 
die had perfwaded the King of France to dif-inherrit his fonne 
r the Daulphin , and to give the Crowne with his daughter to Hen- 
Tie of England. So that the Daulphtn, (afterwards King Charles the 
feaventh) was reda&ed to that extremity, that his-enemies called him in 
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derifion, Kittg of Bourg, becaufe Iris refidence for the rtjoft part, was in 
Bourg in Berrie. Wherefore he being thus abandoned by his own Cotm- 
trey men, and deftitute of all forraign help, fent ( this yeare ) the Earle of 
Vandofaie Aftlbafladour into Scotland to crave aid according to the an- 
cient League, and made great promifes to' all the Scots that would aflift 
him in this- quarrelh It was willingly granted by the whole State, and 
leaven thousand men agreed upon, as a competent number for that fer- 
vice,which was foone made up of Volunteers r the youth of Scotland be- 
ing now greatly multiplied by long peace with England. Their Gene- 
rails were tfoiw Elrle Of Buchan, and Archbald Earle of Wigton the one 
lbnne,the other fofinein law to i^Arcbbald Earle of Douglas. 

Whileft they were bulled in France, the Earle Douglas was not idle 
at home, forthe black booke of Scone beareth that hec went with an ar- 
my to beliege the Caftle of RoxbrOugh, and With the Governour Mar- 
dock, againft Berwick, but they returned both without efft&ing any things 
by realbnOfthe treachery of fome Scots wherefore this was named the 
fouleroade. We reade bt' Doughs alfo how heeWas judge to a duellin : 
Bothwell-haugh, between fob* Hardy, and Thomas Smith : this Smith road/ 00 * 
had accufed the other Of trealon, which Hardy denyihg,and the other hot 
being able to prove it by wit Aefles, the combat Was appointed for triall 
of it, in which Smith ( the accufer ) was (lain . The fame booke alfo faith 
that (in the yeare 1410. or 2 1 .) the Ealle Douglas entered England, and 
buintthe towne of Aewels. 

But here it will not be impertinent for us to ften over to Stance, and H{j fonne 
lee what Buchan and Wigtort are doing, feeing that this imployrtient Wig™"^ 
gave Wigton occafionto (how him folf there 4nd did afterward alio draw Buchan id 
over his father (the Earle Douglas) thither: and the order of time doth Fl ”* ce * 
alfo leade us to fpeake of thofe things In this place. We have told before 
how 5 Pohtt Stuart Earle of Buchan , who was fecond fonne to the former 
Governour, and brother to Murdoch prefont GovemoUr of Scotland) and 
Archbald Douglas Earl of Wigtonfwhofe fiftetBuchan had rt1atried)Werd 
chofen to conduit the forces lent into France, to aid the Dtmlyhin againft 
the King of England, and DukeofBurgundie. The chief Gentlemen of 
note and qualitie that went along with them were Robert Stuart ( another 
Jbnne of the Governour ) Alexander Lindfag ( brother to the Earle of 
Crawford ) and Juhn Swintort Knights, being arrived in France, they 
were received of the Daulphirt with great jov , arid made heartily welcOm* 
who gave them the Towne andCaftleof Chaftillion in Turrain for their 
rendezvous and place of retreat and refort, being a fertile Gountfey,arid 
abounding in all things neceflary *, as alfo for that it lay neare unto the 
enemy, tor the Duke of Clarence (Kihg Henries brother and Lieutenant) 
was about to have fpoy led the Countrey of Angiers,oras ( Htllifijhtd ) 
had fpoy led it already, and had retired ifttO the toWnC of Beaufort in the 
Vallay^uid was ready to aifauit a towne called V relic Badge fold Bauge ) 
fome two dayes before Pafche. The Scots expeltirig that (as the man- 
ner then was ) he would have abftairted from all feats of armes, ahd have 
given him&lfto the devotion Of the time.* or having ( as fome others 
fayytaken and given attuitnce for eight dlyes, which is thefpace of time 
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commonly beftowed upon that folemnitie, were fomewhat remifte arid 
negligent in their difcipline. The Duke of Clarence having notice here- 
of by a Lombard called Andrew Fregoja (as fome fay ) or by fome Scot- 
tifh prifoner intercepted (as the Annals of France do beare ) who difco- 
vered to him the government of their army* and the carriage of their Lea- 
ders and Captains, was very glad of fo good occafion ( as hee deemed it ) 
to take them at unawares, ana defeat them. Wherefore he rofe prefently 
from dinner, and taking with him onely the horfemen, leaving the Arch- 
ers under the conduft of the baftard of Clarence, Sir Thomas Beauford t 
whom he had lately Knighted at Angiers, together with two Portugall 
Captains to affift him, he made ftraight toward the enemy, faying, that 
he and the Nobles onely, would have the honour of that day. Hee went 
with great confidence to have furprized the enemy, carrying a faireCo* 
tonet of Gold on his head, aijid very magnificently apparrelled, as if hee 
had beene riding in triumph. 

There was a Village called little Bauge , through which the 
Duke was to come, where a few Frenchmen of the Daulphins fide 
lay. Thefe being terrified with the fuddcn coming of the Englifh, 
got up into a fteeple for fafety and fan&uary : there while they 
make a halt, and aflault the fteeple, the cry rifeth, and the noife of their 
approach was carried to the reft of the Army,whe prefently ran and took 
armes. While they were arming themfelves,Buchan and Wigton fent 30. 
Archers to keep a certain bridge,by which it behoved the enemy to pafTe 
over a brooke which ran in the way. Thefe went as they were command- 
ed, and as they were going Hugh Kcmcdie came out of a Church where 
he lay with an hundred men, but unarmed, or halfe armed, byreafonof 
the great hafte, and joyned with them .* while they defended and made 
good the bridge, and kept off the horfemen with fhot of arrowes, the 
Duke with the principall of his company alighted from their horfe, and 
made fuch an onfet upon them, that they were forced to leave the bridge 
and paffage open for the enemy. Being paft the bridge while the Duke 
mounteth again on horfeback, and the reft of his folks are paffing after 
him, Buchan and Wigton came upon him with two hundred horfe, and 
enter there into a fharp confli<ft on both fides, both parties being ( moft 
part) Noble men,who were defirous of glory, and had a minde to give a 
proof of themfelves with equal courage,and hatred.The Scots were glad 
to have occafion to fhow the French what they could doe* and to con- 
fute their whifperings, and furmifes, wherein they reproached them * 
as fit onely to confume vi&uals : and the Englifh were moved with 
great Indignation, that they fhould bee thus perpetually troubled by the 
Scots not onely at home, but alfoabrode beyond the fea inaforraine 
countrey. 

The DuW And none among the Englifh fought with a greater courage and re- 
of clarence folution , then the Duke himfelfe : but Sir fohn Smnton efpying hint 
by f being eafily knowne by his Coronet fhining with pretious ftooes,and his 
swirntK glittering armor)ran fiercely at him with a lance, and wounded him in tho 

face.* hee being hereby in a great fury, put forward his horfe to have 
charged the enemy , but wa^.encountred by the Earle of, Buchan, 

who 
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who ran him through with a fpeare, and fo flew him * or fas others) fel- 
led him downe to the ground with a fteell hammer. The reft feeing him 
fall, feme fled, and many were flain in their flight, being purfued till the 
night came on. This battell was fought on Pafch Eve, in the yeare 1420. 
or (as our Writers and the Englifh) 1421, There were flain of the Eng- 
li(h 200. Nobles and Gentlemen : The Duke of Clarence, The Earle 
of Tankervill, The Lord Rode, Sir Gilbert Wimfravill ( whom they call 
Earle of Angus) John Lumlay^ Sir Robert the Earle of Summerfet, and 
his brother (whom After James the flrft did marry afterward) Suffolk and 
Perch, the Lord Fit-water , Sir John Barcklaj , Sir Ralph Nevil, Sir Henry 
EngliJhes,Sit William Lanton, Sir Thomas Boroughes, were taken prifoners. 
There were but few flain of the Scots and French, and thofe meaneand 
obfeure men* This is the moft common report of the Duke of Clarence 
his death : but the booke of Pujlardan faith, that he was flain by Alexan* 
der Macklellane, a Knight in the Lennox, who alfo having taken the Co- 
ronet from off his head, fold it to John Stuart of Damelay, for iooq. an- 
gels. 

This vi&ory being obtained,moft part by the vallour of the Scots, the 
Daulphin in recompenfe hereof made Buchan Conftable of France, and 
morgaged the Dukedome of Turraine to Wigton, the revenue whereof 
at that time was vallued to ioooo.crowns.The reverflon of this Dutchy 
he gave afterward to the Earle Douglas his father, who was created abfo- 
lute Duke of Turrain,and Lord of Longu-vill,and eftablilhed the fame to 
his heires male, as fliall be fhewed hereafter. The French Writers fay 
alfo that he made Wigton Marfhall of France. I 

The King of England upon the death of his brother, came into France 
in May, or about the beginning of June *, and carried along with him the 
heire of the Crown of Scotland : ( afterwards King James the firft ) 
thereby to divert the Scots from affifting the Daulphin > or to have made 
the Daulphin to fufped their fidelitie $ but none of thofe plots fucceed- 
ed as he would have had them: for neither would they acknowledge him 
for their King being in anothers power : neither did the Daulphtn con- 
ceive any finifter opinion or jealoufle of them. Wherefore the fame 
yeare (or the next, to'wit, one thoufandfoure hundreth and twentie one ) 
the Daulphin cauled beflege the Towne of Cofme upon Loire. And 
Henry departed from Paris to have relieved it, but by the way heewas 
overtaken with ficknefle,and returned to Bois-devincins : yet he lent the 
Duke of Bedford with a puiflant Army to fuccourit * and the Scots and 
French finding themfelves too weake to refift, role and retired to a 
ftrength, where the reft of the Army had aflembled with refolutionto 
abide the enemies comming. While as the Englifh were preparing to 
fight, newes were brought them of their Kings death > which made 
them to alter their purpoleof giving battell. The King died about the 
laft of Auguft, one thoufana foure hundred and twenty one, and his 
corps was carried into England, the two and twentieth of O&ober.Noc 
long after Charles King of France died alfo, which was the occafion tha! 
Buchan, and Wigton, with many of the Gentlemen that accompanied 
them, returned into Scotland. 
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But it Was riot long ere the Dau/pbjq had need of them, fent his Chan- 
ctfllciUt Rene de thartrcs, arid the Arehbifhop of Rheines into Scotland 
to recall his Conftable, but the Earle of W igton was fo vehemently fick 
Tte E^ie that he could riot poffibly f rave II.- Wherefore the Earle Douglas his fa- 
Vougiat goes ther weftt Iri pel fort himfelf, and being a Noble man greatly regarded far 
into France, ^bove any oilier Subjedl In Scotland : there Went with him great (tore 
t>f young Gentlemen, fometo doe him honour, fometo bee participant 
of his fortunes, and moil to bee trained under him in difeipline of warre. 
So befides thofe that went over with Buchan and Wigton, in the yeare 
l420ithere went at this time With the Earle Douglas iQooo.more,as faith 
Hollinjbed. They landed at Rochell, and being to come to the Daulpbin, 
Were gladly welcomed and much made of, efpecially the Earle Douglas, 
of Whom he had heard much by report, that hee was both valiant and 
MidcD.of skilfull in Watre : And therefore he enftalled him in the Dutchie of Tur- 
Turraine nfin^ Which he gaveto him and his heires for ever , having onely enga- 
ged it before to his fonne (upon revei fion) ahd moreover made himMar- 
fhall of France. 

This hath been fin all appearance) in the yeare 1443* at moft, yet we 
do not finde any memorable thing done by them, or again ft them, . untill 
the battell of Vernoill, (which it we reade our Hiftoriesjohe would think 
it had been fought immediately upon their landing, thought it be cleare,' 
that it was not till after the death of King Henry the fifth, and in the fe- 
Tfcs orcafion cond yeate of his tonnes reigne in the yeare of God 1424. The occafion 
of Vcrnoiii' 11 w hereof WaS this: The Earle of Bedford having befieged Ivery, the 
Daulphin to relieve it , fendeth the Army under the Conduit of the 
Duke Of Turtain (whom the French call Marfhall Douglas) of the Con- 
ftable Buchans the Earte of Narbon and others. They not being able 
to Force Bedfords camp, when they were come within two miles of [dm, 
returned towards Vetnoill in Perch, which belonged to the King of 
England, and lent Word to the Garrifon there, that they had difcom need 
the Engliih Army, and that Bedford with a fmall number had laved him- 
felf by flight* The Garrifons giving credit thereto did open the gates, 
and received them with the whole Army into the towne, where having 
left a partoftheif Army, they Came and encamped in the fields neare the 
towfte.Bedford having gotten Iveiy bycompofition, orferiender, foi- 
lowethdhem, and fent word to the DukeofTurrainhy a Trumpet, thac 
lie would come and dine with him : The Duke bade him cotne,hefliould ^ 
be very welcome, For all Was ready. Nevertheleflc, When the point came * 
to confolr&ton, his opinion waS that they fhouid not fight at that time, 
becawfe hee thought * not fit to hazard a btttell, bit in cafe of ne- 
oefirie , aad'thatthey had no necefitie to fight at that time , in ve~ 
fpe& thttt they had Vefnoill in their hands , and other two good 
townes beftdes, Whereby they might bee plentifully furnifoed with pro- 
vtfiori, which the Engltfti -cOuld not have, and thereby Wotftd bee con- 
ftrarried co retire : &icdhe Earle Of Narbon Was earneft to have them 
r %ht,»id;feid the NobrHty of Trance ifliould not receive foch a bravade 

from the enemies, and 9fnone\vodl<l fight, he would do it alone ^tmdfo 
getting him haftily out ofthe Counfell,he began tofUt his -roen'in order. 
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The Duke of T urraine tooke fuch indignation hereat, that hee fhould 
offer to fight without his leave, chat hee determined not to have ftirred at 
all, and k was long before hee would fuffer his men to goe forth: yet at 
laft , thinking that it would refled upon him if he fhould fit foil, and fee 
them overthrown in his fight, he armed and went forth alfo. But then 
there arofe fomeftrifefor the vantguard betwixt them, which made A battclI ^ 
thingsto be fo confiifedly handled, that the Englifhgot the vidory,flew Vcmoih 
the Duke, Buchan, Sir -^Alexander Lindfaj, Robert Stuart, and Sir $obn "Douglas flain. 
Sivinton, with above 2000. others of all forts. HoHiufbedin his Chroni- 
cles of England faith, ( but upon what warrant wee know not ) that the 
Earle Buchan (Conftable) was not flain, but loll; an eye onely* and was 
taken prifoner : he reckoneeh among the (lain Sir Alexander Hu**, whom 
our Writers doe not mention, yet it is true andknownetothemofthat 
houfe:that Sir Alexander Hume of Doughs went thither in the Earle Dou- 
glas company, and was (lain with him: tor they tell how Sir Alexander 
being minded to fend his brother David Hume of Wedderburn, went to 
accompany the Earle to his Ship, and when they were parting, Douglas 
embracing him kindly, faid to him, would I have beleeved Sir Alexander 
that ever you and I could have been feparated from one another : To 
whom hee replied, furely then my Lord, I fhall not part *, and fo taking 
his brother Davids apparrell and furniture, and fent David back ; he went 
With him to take care for his houfe and children in his abfence, or in cafe 
of his death : which he alfo did with fuch fidelity , and induftry, after the 
death of his brother, that he greatly increafed the eftate, and purchafed 
forayounger fonne of hi6 brothers, called Thomas , the lands of Tining- 
ham : and for another (named pontes) the lands of Spot : hee is faid to 
have purchafed Wedderburn for himfelf : but the truth is, he had it tenne 
yea res before, not by marriage, but by the gift ok^rchhald, Earle of 
Douglas, which muft have beene the feme Duke ofTurrain, as the date 
of the evident doth clearly fhow, being of they care a4ia..ipisfbnne 
Archbald alfo entitling himfelf Earle of Wtgton, and Lord of Longu&- 
vill, and Eskdale givetb to the feme Sir Alexander Ha we a bond of one 
thoufend Nobles,dated atBothwell.tiie^. of February 1424- whomii 
defigneth Sir Alexander Hume of that like, which f mention the rather to 
ihow what great freicdfbtp hath been between them* 

Here again I cannot pafle by the (loath, and unattemiveneffe of Wri- 
ters floath ,(Scottifli and Englifh) who reckon amongftche daio* here a 
fonne of the Earle Douglas (whom fcroc call ifames) and make him his 
fecood fonne, nay, fome doe even make him his eldeft fonne and bfeire, 
a fid call him Earle of Wigton. But thole are all raifkkings ; for tforEaric 
iofWipton ( whofe name was Archbald ) was left fick at homeland for- 
feited the Earledome after his lathersxleath : Ndthtr wasit yettyomeshii 
ieoond fonne, who was Lord of Abecoorn, andoudiv ed hi&olderbra<- 
lher,andh«cMdren,thatw£KputtodeathkiheCafWeof Bdirdwicgh, 
to Whom alfo he iucceedod an the Ekxledom,as the feme Wrirersthem*., 
Xelv«es(aimoftaU of them) confeffe.Wherdfo«ethe fteaderbad need even 
to readetbe beft Writers with pad gc meat and attention, feeing fuch & 
feapesare incident ever to the motft accurate, and jcweboll fiaftpaaosL 
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Touching this battell, this is the relation of it, by Duferres in hisin- 
ventarie whom I have chofen to follow, not becaufe I thinke it the ful- 
leftor faithfulleft narration ( for certainly the Frenlh Writers fpeake 
flenderly enough of the a&ions of Grangers, as may bee inftanced in the 
battell of Baugue, and other exploits done by the Scots in France, which 
they paffe in filence ) but becauie his teftimony cannot be rejected by the 
French, and may well bee admitted by the Englilh, as being indifferent 
for his perfon, and no wayes partiall in his pcnne, at lead in letting forth 
this battell : but if we (hall rely upon the writings or reports of our owne 
Countrey men. The lode of that field was cauled for the envie and trea- 
chery of the Earle of Narban. We heard how Douglas , and he contefted 
for the vantguard, each driving who fhould be fird •• Douglas being rea- 
dy fooner then he, or being quicker in his march led on before him, and 
charged the enemy fird : whereupon he abandoned them, and wonld not 
fecond them as he (hould have done. And fo it came to pafle that they 
being deditute of his help, and not being able to make head againd fuch 
a multitude, were encompalfed about by the EnglifhCwho faw their tracks 
left bare) and fo overthrown, fighting valiantly, that they might die no- 
bly. Some blame the Lombards (whpwere in the Army aflidingthe 
French that were for the Daulphin) but tell not, why, nor wherefore, or 
wherein. Others fay that there were 400. of them allhorfemen, who 
being commanded to breake the rankes of the Englifh, either in the flank 
or in the reare, did what the y were appointed to doe : and having broken 
through the Englilh Army, went to their carriage to pill and lpoil,vvith- 
out prolecuting their charge anyfurther: and fo having got their prey, 
departed off the field, whereupon 2000. Englilh Archers that were fet to 
keep the carriage, and had now no more to doe •, entered into the battell, 
and being freln and unwearied, made fuch an impreflion, that they did 
calf the ballance and gave the overthrow,whereas before they had fought 
forthefpaceof three houres fo doubtfully, that no eye could guelfe, 
which way the viftory would goe. 

Major alfo telleth us that there was fome diffention between the Duke 
ofTurraine, and Buchan, for precedency, but that is not likely: for al- 
though Buchan had the honour to bee Conftablc, and was the chiefe 
Commander, folongasheehad .no other Colleague but Wigton ( his 
brother in law) yet the Earle Douglas being an old experimented Com- 
mander, and it being ever his due to leadethe the vantguard at home,and 
being even there, for his well knovvne worth and fufficiency made 
Duke and Marlhall upon his firft arrivall. It carrieth no appearance that 
the other would ftrive with him, efpecially feeing hee was his fonne in 
law [for he had married his daughter) and alfo the yonger fouldier.And 
that the Englilh did acknowledge the Duke for Chiftane, it is evident! : 
for Bedford font the Trumpet to him, and hee returned anfvver : It was 
he that refolved they fliould not fight, and tooke it ill at Narbons hands, 
„that he would not follow his condufion, and obey his dire&ion ; So as 
I cannot be perfwaded that their could, or would bee any difference be- 
tween them for that matter: And if there hadbeene any, they would 
havecompofedit, and agreed betwixt themfelves before that time, to 
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have refilled the common enemy. However, they both died in the field : 

And the Earle of Narbon wanted not his reward of his either treachery* 
or headinefie and folly, for hee was taken and hanged as guilty of the 
death of the Duke of Burgundie. A notable example of the end of fuch 
as carry themfeives after fuch a manner. 

Ofthofe that efcaped at this defeate* Charles the Daulphin (afterwards The Scottim 
King Charles the feventh) efc&ed a company to continue a guard to him- f^J^f*** 
ifelfe, and his fuccefiours for ever, of the Scottifh Nation. For he was not 
contented to reward their Nobles and Leaders with honours and digni- 
ties,but thought himl'elfe alfo obliged to recompencc even the inferiour 
fort, and to refpeft the whole Nation, whofe valour and fidelity hee had 
found to deferve regarding : As alfo he law their fervice would be ftead- 
able to him, and therefore in wifedome did thus obliege the whole 
Countrey, and ingage them to a (lift him in his warre with England. And 
fo they did, as now, fo often hereafter both within the Ifle, and in 
France : neither could they ever bee diverted by any lofle or dammage 
whatfoever. They did ftill cleave faft unto the French, untill they were 
fully freed from the Englifh : fending over army after army, and Captain 
after Captain, without wearying or relenting, or the leaft Ihrinking ; and 
even after this battell wee reade of divers that fpent their lives in the 
Frenches quarrell againft the Englifh* and that within three yeares, (not- 
withftanding this great lofle) who were men of quality, fuch as William 
Stuart and his brother, and two Douglaffes who were predeceflours of the 
houfesofDrumlanriggeand Lochleven. There was alfo among A thofe 
that efcaped at this battell of Vemoill, one $ohn Carmichell of the houfe 
of Carmichell , in Douglafdale (who was Chaplain to the Duke of Tur- 
rain) a valiant and learned man, who remained in France, and was for his 
worth and good parts qiade Bifliop of Orleance: hee it was that during 
the fiege thereof, did notably aflift $ane D’arc, called th6 maiden of Orle- 
ance, The French Hiftory calleth him $bhn de Saint ^Michael (for Car- 
michell) evefque d' Orleance , efcofsois de nation. Hee is mentioned in the: 
particular Story of that Maiden* and in the Annales, Ecclefu Anrelianenfis 
aucltre Carolo San (eye ^ ureliano. W herefore in the principall Church in 
Orleance, called Saint Croix* there is Mafle faid for the fouies of the 
Scots dayly that were liain there. But to return; 

The Duke of Turraine being thus (lain, was buried in the Church of 
Tours, called Saint Gratians. the 20.of Auguft, in the yeare 1424. whofe 
coat of armes was to bee feen long agoe upon the gates of Tours. Hee 
-was a man no where branded for any vice, and of unquefiioned valour* 
for fo much as belonged to his own perfon, equall to any that were be- 
fore him. Neither can { fee any evident fault in his conduft and leading. 

It is true Major taxeth hinj as unskilfoll and unfit for matters of warre* 
though hee gives him a large commendation of courage, and perfonall 
valour. But he feemeth to have grounded his cenfure more upon the fuc- 
cefle,then upon his a&ions, to which we will anfwer with thePoe^Carcat „ 
fuecejsibus &quifquis ab event u^&c.Ot if that will not ferve,wc wil choke 
him with the French Proverb, Le clercaux armes , he is not a fit judge of 
fuch things.But we haveto do with a more judicious indeed, who glanceth 
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atnoleffcfor fpeakingofhis father Archbald the Grimme, he faith that 
Chivalry flood in him * as though hee would have faid, it fell alfo with 
him .* which feemeth to prejudge this his lonne ( Tine-matt ) if not in his 
valour ( which no man can call in queftion) yet in his condudt, and lead- 
ing, which is the chiefe propertie and qualitie of a Generali and Com* 
mander. Of which judgement queftionleffe, the ground is the fame, his 
hard fucceffe in his interprifes. And there is fto reafon that hee fhould be 
thought fo of for it,if there be no other caufe ofevill fucceffe .But if there 
may bee fome other reafon, and if many well guided Armies, ind inter* 
prifes have mif-carried ( which none will deeme, there is no neceffity not* 
juft caufe why he fhould be double burthened, both with ill luck, and the 
blame of it, unleffeir be fhewed where and how he erred, which neither 
hee, nor any other Hiftorian doth. Wee muft therefore abfolvehimas 
free from this imputation, feeing they do not make it to appeare, that hee 
was guilty of any errour, or overfight either at Horaildon, Shrewsberry, 
orVernoill. On the contrary, his warineffe and circumfpedion may 
fufficientlv appeare to the attentive and judicious Reader. Let not then 
his praife be lefiened, or his glory eclipfed by his crofle fortune, nor him- 
lelfe efteemed any whitinferiourto his Predeceffours. Nay, hee defer- 
veth to have fo much more praife, as that his worth doth ihine through 
the thick cloud of the frownings of fortune, whereas their glory is in- 
creafed^uid luftred with the beams of a profperous iffue in their exploits. 

y - < 

Archibaldus Daglaffius Dux Turrencnfis, & Johannes 
Stuartus , Buchania comes ad 
Vcrnolium coefi. 

Gallia vos titnlis $ vos gallic a regna trophdis 
Auxijlis , mentis atraque regna eluant , 

Tertia ft invideant^ quid mirum ingemta damna 
gucis data , Saxenidum dam cecidtrt duces , ( 

Define lingua pretax verbis inceffere T ejlis : 

Gallics adefi , fervat tot monumenta due am ^ 

Et vos aternum mentor obit Gallia cives 
Grata fuos, titulos qua dedit , & tumulosl 

Johan. Johnfton 
Heroes, 


Arthbald Douglas , Duke of T urraine, and $ohn Stuart 
Earle of Buchan his fon in law, Gonftable 
ofFranCe, killed at Vemoitt. 

r France gave you Titles, you it Trophies gave-. 

Both Kingdomes, mutual! obligation have : , 

Ifthe third eAvi’d it, their loflfe receiv'd 
Might well excufe them, being oft bereav’d 
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Of their mod ancient Leadersmo bold tongue 

By bafe detradion can have power to wrong ‘ . 

Your merit, and the French will witnes beare. 

To whom your memory {hall ftill be deare: 

Their gracefullMonuments the fame exprefle, 

As do the places you did there poflefle. 

Archbaldus Dux Furonenfts &c. 

Sis vittus, captufque amijfo milite 5 cafus 
Denique cum jbciis,Fcrnolia occubui : 

Dura met s taro affulfit Victoria (ignis : 

Nofira tamen nufquamjunt data terga fugai , 

Semper at ingentes hac dextra lictuit acervos , • 

Hofiibtts & femper maxima damna dedit. 

Hincfortis, magnifque ducis veracibus urnant 
CMe titulis $ nec non hofiis & ipfe colit . 

In me virtutem videas , verumque labor em : 

Fortunam proprio quis regat arbitrio ? 

Difctte^abcventuqui cenfes facta virofque 
Exemplo, non Jtc cffe notanda, nico. 

Kjirchbald Fine-many Duke of 
Turraine. 

Twice with my Armies rout I loft the field ? 

Now with my friends, lam at V emoil kill’d : 

My labours hardly met wit^vidory. 

Yet did I never ftay behinde, nor flie. 

But kill’d my foes on heaps : my valiant arme 
Did ever bring revenge, and equall harme. 

Hence was I honoured, as moft fit to be 
A Leader, courted ev’n by th’ enemy. 

In me you may the hight of worth behold 5 
But ah, who in his power can Fortune hold i 
O ! you, who from th’ event your cenlurcs take, 

Difprove your felves, and me’the inftance make* 


of Archbald the fourth of that Name, the four ettedth Lord, and 
0th Earle of Douglas fie was thefirft Earle ofWigton , Lord of 
Bttbwell, Galloway and Annandale, the fecond Duke of • 
Turraine, Lord of L<mg£ville, arid 
Marjhall of France. 

U Nto Archbald Fine-man fucceeded his eldeft fonArthbald : he had 
to wife Mould Lindfaj , daughter to David Earle of Crawford . J 
hec was married at Dundee Wkh great fblcmnitie and poUape* 

% X Th*8 
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*This alliance hath been the occafion of Crawfords gang with him into 
France (as wee told before) and the ground of that friendship that was 
betwixt Earle William (Slain at Stirfin) and that Earle Crawford, where- 
of wee (hall heare more of hereafter . It appeareth alfo, that there hath 
beene continuall friendship betwixt thefe houles from the firft Earle Dou- 
glas time, who procured a pardon for Crawford who had dam $oh» Ljon. 
His children were William, David, and a daughter named Beatrix. The 
time that he poSTeSTed the Earledome of Douglas, from his fathers death 
in the yeare 1424. untifl the year 1439* is fifteen yeares * all the time of 
King 5 pomes the firft, and about two yeares in the minority of King 
tfamcs the fecond. So that the eftate of the Countrey may eafily bee 
Icnowne, if wee call to minde what hath beene Said of the death of King 
Robert the third, and of Robert the Governour, to whom his fonne Mur- 
dock did fucceed in the government before the King came home out of 
England. 

This Murdock , when hee had governed , or rather misgoverned fome 
three yeares, orfoure, being provoked by an infolent fa<ft of his eldeft 
fonne Walter (who to dcfpjgnthis father, had wrung off the necke of a 
Hawke which hee loved ) determined in revenge hereof to Send and 
fetch home the King out of England, and to poffefie him of his King- 
dome. 

No other motive we reade of to induce him to this; whether it bee 
becaule there were no other, or bocaufc they have not beene carefullto 
fet downe the true caufe, I know not. But if this were indeed, it is fo ' 
memorable, that it deServeth not to bee paSI'ed over with a dry foot ( as 
Wee fay ) and without obfcrvation : For who can but wonder at fo rare a 
fad betwixt a father and a fon , as the like is not extant elfewhere in any 
Record or Hiftory , and hath not beene heard of J thinke. Since the world 
flood : That a man to Spite hisfonne Should quite a Kingdome, where- 
of hee was poSTeft, and Saw no other appearance but to enjoy itftill. I 
confefTe there hath beene much unnaturall unkindeneSTe in the world , 
whereby they have procured the death and deftru&ion of thofe, whofe 
fafctie they were tied by the bonds of nature to maintain : but that hath 
beene for their owne honour and dignity, to obtain the place, or conti- 
nue in it, which men doe fo much aipire unto : but that their unnaturall 
defpight Should reach fo farre, as to undoc themielves, and to quite a 
Kingdome, for obtaining and retaining whereof, ambitious men turne 
the world upfide downe, onely to fatisfie a paifionate humour, or ma- 
lice conceived againft their owne-ehilde*, let him that can, parreltet it; 
and put this up i a bis note booke for a fecond inftance at leaft. It was 
for love of his Coufin> for refpe& to equine, out of duetie to God, and > 
love of his Covntrey, which he faw hee hiniSelfe could not, .and his fon 
would not govern rigbtly^uid therefore thought fitted to refign it to him * 
that both could and would doe it ; it was a good, fober, wife and wor- 
thy thought. But then our W riters dbe him wrong, that never figni- 
fie that mch was his nsiode, no not in the leaft word : and mention one 1 
ly his owns anger, and the inftigatkxn of Coline Camfbell a chiefe man 
in Argyle, who bl«w the coale out of a private fpleene againft wd- 
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ter , who had done him fome injury : but however it were, whether his 
fpight moved him to do j office, or deli re to do juftice caufed defpight,he 
threatned to do it to-his Tonne, and performed what he threatned * for he 
lent Ambafladoursinco England to h ive the King releafed,of which this He is fent 
Archbald was chief, about the time of his very firft coming to the Earle- AmMadonr 
dome. He with his two Colleagues, William Hay Con (table ,;ind Henry Bi - mt0 En o limJ * 
Jh»p of Aberdene, carried the matter To wifely, that they brought it to a 
conclufion,which was the more eafily effe&ed, becaufe King $ames mar- 
ried a Lady of England without portion, which they thought vvould 
piove him to forget any wrong he had received by their injuft detention. 
TheAmbafladors allb condefcended upon a ranfome to be payed, though 
none were due from him, who never was lawfull prifoner. So atlaft 
hee was rcleafed, came home, and was crowned King the 22. of May ® r ^? (1 h e om4 
1424. 

We have heard hitherto the rife of the houfe of Douglas, and the con- 
tinuall increafing thereof by their great deferts, with the approbation and 
applaufeof all men,with the good will and liking of their Princes for the 
fpace of many yeares : their Princes delighting to imploy them.and they 
endeavouring to fcrve their Princes, and their Countrie to the uttermoft 
of their power, with a good harmony, and happy agreeing on all (ides. 

Let us now bee contented from henceforth to find the world to bee the 
felt (till, that is, rolling and tumbling by perpetuall viciffitudes,and chan- 
ges: for though this houfe fhall yet grow up, and to a higher pitch then 
ever, yet this concordance fhall not continue fo full, but (hall beginne to 
have lorne jarring \ their Princes being jealous of them, they ftanding in 
feare of their Princes, fometimes in favour, fometimes out of favour-, . 
fometimesimployed, and fometimes negle&ed : having mens affe&ions 
fometimes towards them, fometimes averfe from them, liking and dif- 
liking by tumes and fits. 

They alfo for their parts were now weIl-contented,then malecontent- 
ed .• now dealing in affaires, then withdrawing from all medling in 
State bufineffe, from whence did fpring difeords, imprifonments, banifh- 
ments, (laughters : which things beginning in this mans time at his com- 
mitting , ftrangenefle . and difeontents continued in the next, and 
proceeded in his fonnes time to his putting to death, and was transferred 
as hereditary to his fucceflours, with many interchangings of fmilings 
and frownings of fortune and Court, which at laft ended in that fearefull 
cataftrophe of the finall mine of this flourifhing family, in the yeare 1483; 
which troubles continued the fpace of 59. or 60; yeares, beginning at 
King zfdmes the firfts return into Scotland. 

For the very firft yeare of his reigne, this Earle Douglas is committed 
toward, but is foone rcleafed : and then within fomc few yeares, was 
committed again. For his firft commitment, there is no caule there- 
of recorded , onely the time thereof doth furnifh fome matter of 
conjc&ure , together with other circumftances fet downe. As for 
the time, it was when Duke CMurdocke, and his fonnes ( Walter anc^ 
c Alexander ) and their Mother, and her Father, Duncane Stu- 
art y Earle of Lennox, were committed . The circumftances are,' 

T » that 

* 


Digitized by L^OOQle 


•• 1^6 Of Archbald the /[.of that Jfame i[..Lord } 

that he was not alone, but with him twenty foure Earls and Barons were 
committed likewife, amongft whom there were fome of the Kings owne 
fpeciall friends, and kindred: as William Earle of Angus, who was the 
Kings fitters fonne, and fo Duke Murdokes Coufin. The Earle of Dou- 
glas was alfo allied with him : for Robert the Governours fon, $ohn Earle 
of Buchan had married Douglas fitter* and there had beencor-refponden- 
cy, and friendship betwixt the Govemour, and Archbald the Grim me, as 
alfo Ardsbald T yue-man (this Earles Father and Grandfather) and Buchan 
and this Earle, had been fellowes in Armes together in France at Baugue : 
as alfo Buchan and Archbald Tyne-man were (lain together at Vernoill. 
Likewife the Earle of March, who had been reftored by Duke Murdoch 
Father ^md had kept good friendfhip with him, and his ionne after his re- 
ttitution : Robert Stuart of Roth-houfe, Stuart of Dundonald : tyohn Stu- 
art of Carden, being alfo of the name of Stuart, and all in fome neernefle 
of blood to Murdock ,as the King himfelfealfo was . The reft Hepburn of - 
Hailes, Haye of Yefter, Ramfay of Dal houfie , Haliburtoun of Dirleton, we 
finde to have beene dependers of the houfes of Douglas and March * and 
the reft alfo, Walter Ogilbe, Alexander Seiton , or Gordon, Haye Arroll, 
Conftable of Dundee, have beene friends and followers of the 
houfe of Douglas, as wee find they did affitt and accompany them in di- 
verfe battells * and have alfo perhaps had fome friendfhip with the Duke 
or his Father in law, as commonly the Nobilitie are allied, and of kinne 
one to another. Who therefore (thought they were willing, that their 
lawfull and rightfullPrince fhould enjoy his owne place)would not agree 
fo eafily to the putting to death of thofe, whom the King was refolved to 
make out of the way. Now what it was that moved the King to this 
courfe , whether defire to be revenged of the cruelty of Robert the Gover- 
nour (their Father) toward David D. of Rothfay his elder brother, or 
for his mif*demeanour and undutifufnefle towards his Father {Robert the 
third ) or for his negle&ing himfelf in his captivity, or for that he efteem- 
ed all that government (of Robert and Murdock) to be an ufurpation of the 
Crowne, and feared the like hereafter, or even perhaps found fuch pra- 
ftifings to his prejudice, is uncertain. However being refolved to ridde 
himfelf of them, he thought it the fafeft way to make them faft, who hee 
beleeved would not be fo well contented with it, ashedefired. Hee did 
therefore commit them till he had tried their minds, and drawn them to 
his courfe, or at leaft taken order with them to fit quiet. And this was 
not long a doing .* for we reade that the forefaid prifoners were all fhort- 
ly releeved, and fome of them alfo put upon the others quree (or aflife) as 
DoUglas , March, Angus, Arrole : But by what means he hath conftrain- 
ed them to be content, or What remonftrance or evidence hee hath given 
them, to let them fee that thofe men were guilty of death, or what crime 
they died for, (if any new confpiracy, or whatelfe) our Hittories tell us 
not, which is a great defe<tt in them : Major thinketh it likely that there 
was fome conspiracy found againft the King, otherwife they would 
qever (faith hee) have condemned fuch ipen to death (Princes of the 
blood as wee may call them) and their owne efpeciall friends. And thus 
much of the Earle Douglas firft committing, and the ittue thereof. 

For 
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For the lecond Dollinfbed and Boetius doe agree, that the K.arreft the 
Earle Douglas, and kept him long in prifon * till at laft, by the mediation 
of the Queen and Prelats, he ana the Earle of Rofle were feleafed. Boetiue 
calleth him Archbald Duke of Turraine plainly : but Hollinfhed is plealed 
( out of fume partiall humour as Ihould fecme) to fupprefle the Title of 
Duke of Turrain, and thisfs all the difference betwixt them. It was fome 
yeares after his firft committing, but what yeare ? it is not condifcended 
upon. Some fay, it was in the yeare 1431. but impertinently, for the 
yeare 1430. is the yeare of his releafing, except wee will thinke that hee 
hath been imprifoned thrice, which is not mentioned by any. And a lit- 
tle mention there is of the caufe wherefore hee was warded, whereof 
CMajer complaineth faying, that our Annals tell not the caufe of the Stu- 

executions, and the incarcerating of the Earle Douglas, and J-ohn Lord 
ofKennedie, the Kings owne lifter fonne* for both were committed, 
Douglas in Logh-leeven, and Kennedy in Stirling* for how lhall it bee 
knowne whether it was done juftly, or for matters of weight, or if for 
trifles onely,and for his owne pleafure. Others infinuate a caufe, but doe 
but glance at it without fetting it downe fo clearely as to let men know, 
whether it were juft m unjuft, which is the light and life of Hiftory, and 
the right end and ufe thereof.- for they lay no more, but that they had 
fpoken finifterly or rallily,and fome what more freely then became them, 
oftheeftate and government of the Countrey. What ufe can any man 
make of this generality < talhnefle may be a fault, yet perhaps none at all 
in them, of whom it is fpoken, they being Privie Counfellers. Likewife 
the phrafe ( freelier than became) is fo generall, that the Reader remaineth 
unfatisfied: neither can pofteriry ( either King or Subjed) judge of this 
fad, whether it were right or wrong, or whether the example were fuch 
as men ought to follow, or forbeare and avoid. 

It Ihould have been expreflely fet downe what they fpake, to whom, 
if to the King himfelfe, or to others : In what fort, if by way of admoni- 
tion, counfelIing,oradvifing, or if by forme of cavilling, detrading, 
murmuring, mutining , and fuch other circumftances ■, whereon the 
judgeing of it chiefly dependeth .* In this uncertainty wee can hardly 
condemneorabfolve,praifeorcenfurethem, In that the Lord Kennedy 
was of the lame minde, and category with the Earle Douglas , apparently 
it hath not been fpoken in malice, feeing the Kings neareft and his belt 
friends (fuchasthefe Kennedies were) having approved thereof. And 
that Noblemen mull not fpeake their opinion freely of things to the 
King, or if the King (being without malice) is very hard : for how lhall a 
King know, that will not heare i hee cannot know all by himfelf : And 
how lhall he heare, if Noblemen have not leave to fpeake freely : he can- 
not heare all by himfelf. 

Such carriage as this hath often done Princes ill, and it may bee, hath 
done this fame Prince no good. And what ever it was, that difpleafed the 
Earle Douglas in the government was either for the Countreyes fake, or 
the Kings owne fake, or for both : why might not the King thinke there 
might be errours < And why might hee not then have heard them ' To 
have proceeded lb vehemently (tor their hath been great vehemency in 
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it) to have cut offhis ovvne kinfmen, and leave none but himfelf for the 
Earle of Athole to aim at : it was moft important, and worthy td be cori- 
fidered of, whether or not it were beft for him (in policie) to do. Doubt- 
lelTe his doing of it hath emboldned Athole to cut off the King himfelfe, 
when all the reft were cut offfirftbythe King. And was it nothingto 
lofe the Nobility, to alienate their hearts ? to irritate them by impri- 
fonmcnts, forfeitures? hath it not done ill thinkeyou, and encouraged 
him to goe on in his intended treafon? looking for the favour of the of- 
fended Nobility, or for neutrality, and flacknefle to revenge the Kings 
death. We fee the King himfelfe retreateth his taxations once or twice, 
when he faw the people grieved therewith. And wifely, in that hee was 
carefiill to keep the hearts of the people. But was there no care to bee 
taken for keeping the Nobility alfo ungfieved ? was it enough that they 
would not, or durft not (perhaps) or could not openly rebell * was it not 
fomething to want their affe&ions ? to want the edge, and earneftnefle 
thereof ? to relent them, to coole them ? Certainly fuch proceedings 
as thefe have encouraged his enemies in hope of impunitie (greater then 
they found ) yet in hope of it to go on with their defignes, and hath fur- 
thered and haftned that dolorous conclufion which*eiilucd< 

What ever the caufe were, he acknowledgeth the Earle Douglas mind 
not to have been of the worftfort, in that he releafeth him, and in token 
of a full reconcilement, makes him a witnefle to the Baptilme of his two 
fonncs(twinncs,) which was in thole dayes nolmlll honour and fignifi- 
cation of good will, and a pledge of intimate friendlhip. He made alfo his 
fonne William (though but a childe of five yeares of age) the firft knight 
of fiftie, who were dubbed at that folemnity,asthe Manufcript affirmeth. 
By which a&ions, as he honoured Douglas jo did he withall honour him- 
felf in the eyes of the people, andofforrainers, gracing his Court, and 
that fo folemne a&ion by the prefence of fuch a Peere, farre more then 
i f he had been onely accompanied by Creighton and Levingjlon, and fuch 
new men ( who were but new and mean in regard of him ) as then but 
growing under the Kings favour. And fo it is indeed, the Prince honour- 
eth his worthy Nobles by his favours to them, and they grace, adorn, and 
decore, and give a luftre and fplendour to him, and- his Court, by their 
prelence, and attendance thereat. And it is wifedome fo to efteem,and fo 
to ufe them •, and happy are they on both fides, and happy is the Coun- 
trey where they thus agree and concurre. This was he in the yeare 1430. 
in October, re leafed out of prlfon, arid this lolemnity being ended, hee 
paft into France, and was inftalled in his Dutchie of Turrain: whether he 
went thither for that onely, or if hee uled that faireft colour ofhisab- 
fence, that he might not fee the government, which hee difliked, and in 
which hee had no employment, I leave it : yet his going thither gave 
others occalion to grow great, and to be employed * especially the houfe 
of Angus, which Was at laft the overthrow of his houfe. So as the honour 
and profit they had in France, may have been faid to have beene their 
* wrack in Scotland : what by the envieof their greatnefle, what by their 
abfence from home, as hath beene faid. So uncertain are the affaires of 
the world 1 neither is there extant any mention of his a&ions in France* 
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though at that time (from 1 4 $0. till 1 437. ) the warms were very hot 
there. King Henry the hath of England being brought over in perfon,and ' 
crowned in Paris. It is attributed to the Earle Douglas , that he moved 
the King of France to require King James his daughter ( Margaret ) in 
marriage to his fonne (afterward Lewis the eleventh) and that he met hef 
when (he landed at Rochel, and was prefent at her marriage . 

He remaineth there untill the yeare 1437. in which, the ai. of Febru- 
ary, King pauses was flaine at the Black friers in Saint Johnftoun by fa- 
trick Grabamc, and Robert Stuart , at the infligation of Walter Stuart Earle 
of Atbole , the Kings fathers brother by the Earle of Roffes daughter* 
who pretended to be the rightfull heire to the Crowne * and that he was 
wronged, and defrauded by the fonne of Elizabeth Moore yiho was onely 
a Concubine, as he alledged. 

This pofterity of Els^abeth Moore he had craftily caufed to deftroy ond 
another * the Goveraour Robert to deftroy David Duke of Roth fay , and 
now King James (Davids brother 'to deftroy thehoufe of the Govemour 
D. Murdock , and his children. And thus caufing the King to (poile and 
weaken himfelfe by cutting off his friends , none being left alive but the 
King and his onely fonne (a childe of fix yeares) he was emboldened to 
put hands in the King aUo * fo much the rariier,becaufe he knew that ma- 
ny of the Nobility were difcontented, what with being imprifoned,what 
with being endamaged in their goods,lands,and rents* what with putting 
to death of their friends. So that he hoped that they would be wel conten- 
ted with the Kings death, at lead they would not cake great care or paines 
to be revenged therof: which things if the Earl Douglas forefawj'md being 
grieved therewith , admonifhed the King thereof, or caufed any other to 
warne him that theft courfes were not for his good * this event (heweeh 
he did the pirt of a faithfull Subjed,Friend,and Counfellour. However* 
it was not fo well taken by the King at that time* as being contrary to his 
humour , and pr-efent difpofition. He did wifely alfo to withdraw him- 
felfe, feeing he could not help things,as he would have gladly done.Now 
that the King was dead, he returns home, and was prefcnt(as fome think) 
at the Coronation of his fonne (fames the fecond , who was crowned at 
Edinburgh the tenth of March 1437. not amoneth (or no more then a 
moneth ) after the death of his father : where it is to be obferved, that ei- 
ther the death of the King is not rightly faid to be in the yeare 1437. in 
February, in ftead of 143*5 . or elfe they reckon the yeare from the firft of 
January, which was not the cuftome then. And yet Buchanan meanes fo* 
for he fayes be was flaine in the beginning of the yeare 1437. ‘ n Februa- 
ry , which makes me think the Earle Douglas hath hot come in time to 
the Coronation, ftcing he could hardly have uftd fuch diligence to have 
had notice of the Kings death, made himftlfe readie,artd come home out 
of France in fo fhort a fpace, though the winde had favoured him never 
fo much. However, through his ab fence , his adverfe partie and fa<$ion 
bad gotten fuch pofftflion of guiding State affaires in the late Kings •» 
time, and had fo handled the matter , that he was no whit regarded , not* 
ms there any account made of him. He was not admitted to the mana- 
ging of any bufinefle of the Common- wealth * or any publkk place or 
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Office therein. Creighton and Levingflon (the one made Prote&our or 
Governour , the other ChanceUour ) did all according to their plea- 
fure. 

Our Writers fay that the reafon hereof was, becaufe the Nobility en- 
vied the greatneffe of Douglas , which was fufpe&ed,and too much even 
for Kings. How pertinently cither they write fo, or the Parliament 
thought fo,l referre it to be judged by the indifferent. He was farre from 
the Crowne , to which he never pretended title * his predeceffours had 
quit all pretenfion, title, claime,or intereft thereto, in the time of K.Kohert 
the fecond* he that did claime it, and gave over, and all his pofterity after 
him had ever behaved themfelves modeftly , they had fubmitted them- 
felves to all government, even to be ruled by them who were but Gover- 
nours oncly, and not Kings (Robert and CMurdock) as obediently in every 
thing as arty of the meaneft of theNobility,and had never given occafion 
of any fufpition to any man, nor taken upon them any thing beyond or 
above the reft, unlefle it were they tooke greater paines in defence of the 
iibertie of the Countrey , in which they fpent their lives under their 
Kings. And this fame man in the late Kings time had behaved himfelfe 
moft humbly, going to prifon once or twice, and obeying his Sovereign 
in all things, without the leaft fhow of difcontentedneffe , farre lefl'e 
ofoppofition. So that whatever hard opinion either the King had taken 
of him , or any man had put into the Kings head , hath beene without 
his deferving ; who if he had beene that way difpofed, how eafily might 
he have troubled the Governour , and the whole Countrey ? But fup- 
pofc they did fufped, and were jtalous of his greatnefte ( though with- 
out a caufe ) what moved them to negled and paffe by the reft of the 
ancient Nobilitie < was there none of them fit for thofe places ? where 
was the Earle of March , a valiant man , and of an ancient ftocke ? 
Where was the Earle of Angus, the Earle of Caffils , and divers 
others ? They will fay that Creighton and Levingfton were wife men. 
But were they the onely wife men ? were there no more wife men in the 
Countrey ? Then if they Were wife , were they good alfo < were they 
juft ? were they fober, modeft,and moderate i For without thefe vertues 
their wifedome was not good, but dangerous, and even ill $ chiefly when 
it is joyned with power, and is in authoritie. And I pray you what hath 
tffieir wifedome beene? or wherein did they fhew under to the late King? 
They tell not, and 1 beleeve it, if it be tried, it fhall be found that which 
made him to have fo fhort a life, that gave occafion to his enemies to take 
courage again ft him 5 even their feeking of their own particular advance- 
ment, wfth offence, and vexing of the Nobilitie , without regarding the 
Kings good, or the good of the Gountrey. And it mull needs be fo, if it 
were the fame wifedome they fhow now after the Kings death. There- 
fore if we fhall fpeake in right termes of that matter , We fhall fay that 
Alexander Levingfton , and William Creighton , both fmall Barons onely, 
r and not of the ancient bloud of the Nobilitie ; new men bent to feeke 
their owne profit onely /without regard to any other duty , had mif go- 
verned the State,andgotten the guiding of the late King,and drawn fuch 
a fa&ion , that Douglas being abfcnt in France , they had gotten all into 
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their hands Lcvingflon being made Govemour , and Creighton 
Chancellbur , who is the firft Chancellour that wee rcade of in our 
Chronicles. 

The Earle Dougins tooke fuch indignation at this , efteeming it dif- 
gracefull to the whole Nobility , and more efpecially to himfelfe , that 
finding he could not bow his heart to acknowledge fuch men , and yet 
not willing to oppofe or impugne them who were cloathed with autho- 
rity (which would move warre and trouble in the Countrey ) he chofe, 
as the calmed and bed courfe, to withdraw himfelfe, aiid not to meddle 
with any publick bufinefle, or to take any care or fhare in ruling the 
Countrcy , which he left to them to whom it was committed , and to 
fuch as had taken it upon them: with this refolutionhe returned home 
to his owne houfe, without further troubling of them . But that he might 
keepe them from infringing his liberties , and priviledges granted to the 
houfe of Douglas of old by former Kings for their good fervices , hee 
commanded fuch as were his to containe themfelves within his regalitie, 
to anfwcr to his courts, and to no other-, profefling plainly that he would 
keepe his priviledges, and that if any man fhould ufurp or encroach upon 
them, he mould be made fenfible of his errour. 

This was a bit cad info the teeth of the new Govemours, and did curb 
them very (hort on the fouth fide of Forth , he having large lands and 
lord (hips in thofe parts. And here their foolilhnefle was quickly fcene,in 
that they would take upon them fuch authority , and the unadvifednefie 
of thofe who had given it them who were not able to execute ic , but 
hy the permifsion of another. Hereupon alfo fell out great inconvenient 
ces, for the men of Annandale (accudomed to theft and robbery) feeing 
the Earle Douglas difeontented, and retired (who was the onely man they 
ftood in awe of , and was onely able to redraine them ) they began to 
flight and contemne the authority of thefe Govemours > and to moled 
and vexe their neighbouring Shires with driving away preyes and boo- 
tie by open force and violence, as if it had beene from the enemie. This 
the Govemours not being able to reprefle, the evill increafed daily, as a 
canker, fo that it overfpred the whole region (almofl) on that fide of 
Forth. 

In the mean while thefe jolly Govemours were fo careful! of the com- 
mon good of the Countrey, and the charge committed to them, that in 
dead of thinking how to pacifie and redraine thofe Annandians,they fall 
at variance each with other, fending out contrary Edids and Proclama- . ^ 

tions : The Govemour commanding that none fhould acknowledge the Go i 
Chancellour,and the Chancellour that none fhould obey the Governor -, veraours. 
fo that when any came to the one to lament his edate, and feeke redreffe* 
he was ufed by the other as an enemie, and both pretended the Kings au- 
thority. For the Chancellour had the King in his cudodie in the Cadle 
of Edinburgh, and the Govemour had the name of authority i and was 
in Stirling with the Queene mother : at lad (he under colour to vifit her 
fonne, found meanes to convey him out of the Cadle in a Ched to Stir- * 
ling. And now the Govemour having gotten the Kings perfon to coun- 
tenance and drengthen his.authority, went with an Army to befiege the 
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Caftle of Edinburgh where the Chancellour was. 

The Chancellour to make hirafelfe a patty, fendeth to the Earle Du*- 
glas, offers to come in his will, defireth his prote&ion, remonftraces to 
him the cruelty, avarice, and ambition ol the Gove moor, telling him that 
he wasdeceive<Mf he thought they would goena further then to feeke to 
extinguilb him, and that he would make him but a ftep to overthrow the 
Nobility, and him with the firft. returned auifwer, “That the 

“ Governour and Chancellour were both alike falfc, covet ous,and ambi- 
« tious, that their contentions were not of vertue,or for the good of then 1 
“ Countrey, but omely for their owne particular quarrclls, and private 
“commodity, in which contention there was no great matter which of 
“them overcame, and if both fhould perifh, the Countrey were the bec- 
“ ter. neither could there be a more pleafant fight for all honeft men, then 
“ tofec fuch a couple of Fencers yoked together. This anfwcrwasfo 
ttue: that none can or doth contradift k. Their felfehood he hath known, 
and that is k which men call wifedomeinthem by a fairename. Icfhow- 
eth it felf in their dealing with this Earles fonne,and appeases alfo in their 
carriage one. towards another, each ftriving who fhould deceive the 
other. 

Thcirfadioufoefielikevfife,evcrwhenthey durftfor feareof a third, 
and that their contentions were but for particulars grounded upon ambi- 
tion and avarice, without any care of the common wealth, the world fan 
it then, and it may be feen as yet. And. therefore iris mod true chat the 
Countrey had been better ifit had been riddeoffhehambkious and ava- 
rhiotts Govemours, feeling nothing but thetnfehres * and char ir was not 
for any honeft man to embroil hsilm in their fo diftioneft debates, but a 
pleafant fhow and fpedacle indeed, and to be defired to fee each of them 
(though tmjuftly) yet to doc juftice upon the other, k was a free fpcech 
alfo> no man can deny. But they fay it was oot wifely fpoken, for k made 
the two parties agree to his prejudice, and procured to turn the hatred of > 
both, at leaf! increafcd their hatred : for bo doubt they hated him before, 
and now hee might have divided them by joynmg with the Chancel- 
lour. . 

To this we anfwer, that feeing the Chancellour hated him, he would 
have done nothing, butferred hanrieUe of him for his owne particular : 
either to have overthrovructhe Governor*, that hee might have had alt 
the prey and benefit alone * oc perhaps made ufe of his belpe co agree 
with bum on better ter rates, and eafier conditions, as wee fcechey did 
agrteathft, h was fiat no common good of the Countrey, no nor for 
any good will to tbe Earle: what could he doe then i why fhould hee 
have meddled with, them i they fey to have raecwkh him in his owne 
craft, audto have ufod the one ok them eo overthrow the ocher, chat fo 
both might have been overturned. Will men never leave the fc things ? 
fuch faife tricks, (hch baftard and fpurious v vrfedome i and fball we noc 
thinkc there is another way befides k i there is a true honeft vvifodome, 
•that honeft men. may faeepe vvkhooc fefhood, or any pome, or tin&ure 
thereof, without deceiving any, even the deceivers. What other anfwer 
dadbis requefk defence i was it not fit that fach crafty companion9,who 
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had abufed the Countrey, fhould heare the naked truth out of a Noble-** 
mans mouth? Should fuch a Nobleman have glofed with fuch as they 
were, flattered and diffembled, and ftrooke cream in their mouth i Nay, 
ids a part of punifhment to wickednefle, even to heare the owne name 
given to it: And it is very fit it fhould have it. So that his anfwer can- 
not be juftly taxed, but commended as true, jufl!, magnanimous, and fuch 
as became his place, houfe and birth, without fraud or diflimulation, cal- 
ling (as the Macedonian did) a fpade, a fpade •, vice by the owne name ; 
which as he did here, fo perhaps had hec done before, when hee fpake of 
the government in the late Kings time, whereby it would appeare that 
fuch was his naturall difpofition,far from all frivolous flattery, or diflimu-* 
lation, either toward King or others. Indeed now thefe are crept in, and 
accounted wifedome, to the prejudice of the ancient true generolitie of 
thefe great fpirits, farre better, and farre more worthy to bee adorned 
with the full and due praife, then to bee obliquely taxed and nipped by 
halfe words, as not being wifely and profitably enough fpoken , when 
there can be no juft blame laid upon them.Neither ought it to bethought 
unprofitably laid, or dangeroufly, feeing (out of all queftion ) the fame 
courage and magnanimity that moved him to fpeake the truth, made him 
alfo now to defpife their perfons, contemne their fpleen, jmd (lightly ac- 
count of any power they had to doe him any harme, for all their joy n- 
ingtogether. Neither is there any appearance, but that hee did it out of a 
right weighing of his owne and their power, and not out of any arrogan- 
cie, or idle confidence. And certainly, any indifferent man can thinke 
no leffe, and that they durft not attempt any thing againft him or his fuc- 
cefTour after him, but after a moft treacherous manner as ever any was 
fince the world ftood. So that there was not any want of wifedome in 
this fpeech, nor in this fame point of profit or harme. 

His death followed not long after in the yeare 1438.1t Raftalrigge,of a His death, 
burning feaver : very opportunely & in a good time (fay our Writers)and 
fo it was indeed for them, and fuch as they were, who had now better 
opportunity to prey upon the Common- wealth, and fpoil and ufe it for 
their beft advantage. But it wastuifeafonablyfbr the houfe of Dougl/u^ 
which was left in the hands of a youth without experience •, and therefore 
uncircumfped, yea untimely for the Nobility, who became a prey to the 
avarice, and ambition of thefe two, and untimely for the Countrey, in 
that thefe two were now left free from the feare of him they ftood moil 
in awe of, and who might moft have repreffed their attempts, and bri- 
dled their appetites. 

This thing onely 1 can account worthy. of reproofe in him, that he fuf- 
fered Annandale to overcome the adjacent Countreyes, and did not hin- 
der them from wronging the innooent people : hee fhould not have 
thought that it did not belong to him to hinder them, becaufe he was no 
Magiftrate.This if he had done, and kept juftice within himfelf,it would 
have gotten him both favour and honour, and might have brought con- 
tempt upon the Governours, that could not keep peace in a more trada- 
ble and peaceable Countrey, nor amongft themfelves : for how excellent 
0 thing is it by good means to feeke honour. It would have taken away 
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the occafion of the Calumnies of his enemies, who yet did much worfe 
themfelves .* he was otherwife a valiant wife man, a lover of his Coun- 
trey, and of a free, plain, good and generous nature * his generous difpofi- 
tion appeareth in his brave demeanour towards the Lord Keonedie.Tbcn 
being fomething wherein the Lord Kemedie had wronged and offended 
him, he conceived fuch high indignation thereat, that hee publiihed his 
defire of revenge to be fuch, that whofoevcr would bring the Lord Ken- 
nedies head, fhould have the lands of Stuarton.This offer proceeded from 
fo powerfull a man, and knowne to bee a man that would keepe his pro- 
mife, the Lord Kennedte hearing of it, ("fearing hee could hardly long es- 
cape his hands ) refolved by way of prevention to be himfelfe the prefen- 
ter of his owne head unto him, and accordingly (keeping his owne inten- 
tion clofe to himfelfe) hee came privately to Wigton, where finding the 
Earle Douglas at hisdevotion in Saint Ninians Church ( a place famous 
in thofe dayes for the frequent refort of Pilgrimes thither ) immediately 
after divine Service, offered his head to the Earle, as one who had defer- 
ved the promifed reward, and did crave it. The Earle feeing the refolu- 
tion and confident afTurance of the man, who had put himfelfe in his 
power and mercy, forgave him all former faults, made him his friend, and 
withall gave him the reward he had promifed, difponing to him and his 
heires the lands of Stuarton, which his fucceflioursfthe Earles of Caflils) 
doe peaceably enjoy to this day. 

He was buried in the Church of Douglas^ called Saint 
Brides Church , with this in- 
feripcion. 

Hie jacet Dominos Archbaldus Douglas, Dux Turonid , censes de Dtuglai^ 
($> Longe-vilk : Deminas Callovidta , Wigton^ & t^dnaandsa? Ltcum 
tenens Regis Scot it. obiit 26. die Menfis ^umi y x^inno Domini mitiefi- 
mo qaadringeatifimo tricefmooctanfo. 


Of William (lain in Edinburgh Caftle , the fixth William, 
the fixth Earle of Douglas y and third Duke 
of Murrain, &c, 

U N to i_sdrchbaldfax\c of Wigton, fucceededhis {omtWiUiam, % 
youth of no great age, of an high fpirit, and of a fweec,tia&abfe* 
and meeke difpoficion. And therefore we cannot butdeteftand 
execrate the wickedneffe, and treachery of his enemies, who did fo un- 
worthily cut off fuch a fprig in thearery budding * 7 from wbofebioffbmes 
none could but have expe&ed paffiflg good fmit, rathe great good of the 
common- wealth, and Kingdome, if malice and envie had fnfferedit co 
come to macurky.Let us noewithftanding reft contented with hischange 
bpgunne in his father by warding, and difplacing from the roomeof hi* 
Prcdeceflburs, from mannoging of affeires in the Kingdome, ptafecutcd 
againft him in his life time, and now folio wtd forth againd his £on.This 
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viriffitude which befell this houfe, is to be found and feen in all human* 
affaires, and doth oveiturne all due and right order in the world, as fart* 
as men can judse .* for innocency is often overthrowne by cruelty * ho> 
mefty and uprightneffe of heart by craft, falfhood and treachery: and yet 
Jet us reverence the Soveraigne caufe,and Over* ruler of all things, who in 
this diforder dire&eth all things certainly by a great wifedome, and with 
good order doubtlefle, things unfearchable by man. But as nothing hath 
ever been fo enormous, which may not receive fome colour, eitherof 
yertueto make it feem good, or at teaft of fome extenuation to make it 
Teem not fo ill, as it is : So this fauft amongft others I perceive to bee of 
the fame kinde : by fome thought to be good (.but very ignorantly, or ma- 
ltcioufly) by fome excufable, both in form and in fcuft, by a neceffity , or 
pretext of the common good , by all that have written, more flenderly 
handled, and doubtingly, then ought to be. For they leave it almoft un- 
certain what ought to be judged of it, whether it be good or ill: fo that 
fometimes you would thinke they condemne it, fometimes they allow 
of it, and none of them deals with it fo fully 4 s reafon would they fhould 
doe for the information of poftericy, and according to the right law of 
an Hiftory: but as men do with nertles which they would gripe, they are 
affraid to handle them heartily and hardly . 

Now that this fo inftant a fad may the better appears in the owne co- 
lours, 1 will labour to wafh away the painting and plaifter wherewith the 
Aothiours would fo fain ( but falfely ) overlay it , or wherewith mens 
judgements(whereof many are buthalfe wife^md perceive but the half of 
matters , not plumming and founding the depth and ground of things fo 
well as were need full ) may be deceived by others, or may fancy to them-* 
fclves for excufing of it, that we may learne to deleft and abhorre fo de- 
teftable and horrible fads with a true deteftation and abhorring In ear- 
ned and etfed, that Poftericy may know and condemne, and avoid the 
like pradices. 

And for this purpofe, before wee come to the narration of the fad ie 
felfe, we will fpeake fomething of the Authours thereof, and 

Creighton^ and their adions in the laft Earle Douglts time. 

We heard before (and wee muft not forget how well theft men t 
guided the Countrey, what care they tooke of the Common- wealth •, or 
cp fay better, how little care they tooke of it: how they cared for nothing 
(ave their owne particular, under colour of the Common- wealth : each 
driving to difgtace other by their private fpeeches, and open Proclama^ 
tions : fo greedy and ambitious they were, that howbeitthey had all the - 
Coomrey between them , yet it coaid not fatrsfie, or content them : they 
could not fo much as aerte between themfelves, to divide the fpoil, and 
part the booty peaceably afwt quietly, which theeves and robbers, and 
Pirns are wont to doe without difcdrd orinjuftice* Burthey had not fo 
much modefty, but fell at variance * fpoyling, fighting and belleging 
one another^Hl remembririg themfelves chat a third Might come and take 
the bone from both, they were fo wife as to agree for feare of him, 
Imcanc the Earle Deugidr i and that they did fo, more in chat regard, 
then for any good to their Countrey or love they; bote one to another, it 
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foone appeared after his death: for incontinent thereupon they returned 
to their old byas, and the agreeance that was made for feareof him,lafted 
no longer then he lived .* wherefore Levingflon being Governour, and 
having the Kingalfoin hiscuftody, being freed from the feare of the 
Earle Douglas , refpe&ed the Chancellour Creighton no longer, but began 
to defpife him, ana though now there was no band to binde him any lon- 
ger to him, hee would give him no {hare of his bootie and {poil of the 
Countrey, but would needs keep all to himfelf. This was his ambition* 
or avarice, or both; for ambition would be alone in all, and likes of no 
equall, no fellow(hip,no copartner. And avarice migjht alfo have moved 
him to this, for guiding all, he might take all : and if hee made the other 
partaker of the guiding, he behoved to make him partaker of the gain : and 
therefore hee would none of his ailiftance in the government. But 
let us fee now how well he governed, hee imprifoneth the Nobles at his 
pleafurc, upon light grounds of fufpition onely, yea he cafteth them into 
fetters. 

The third of Auguft 1439. he warded the Lord Iwwand his brother 
Sir James Stuart , who had married the Queene Mother, upon fufpition 
onely for their dealing with the Earle Douglas^ and did commit the Queen 
her felfe to bee kept in a ciofe chamber in Stirling Caftle, of which hee 
himfelfe was Captain : fo that fhe could not get her felfe releafed, untill 
there was kept a Convention of the Lords, then by the interedfion of the 
Chancellour and fome others, file was difmifled, having given Sir Alex- 
ander G our don ( alias Seton ) who was the firft Earle of Huntly, furetyand 
cautioner for her, that {he fhould pay 4000. markesto the Governour. 
This was his iniquity, yea tyranny, and barbarous abufing of Noblemen, 
and yet he gave remiflions, and pardoned men guilty of great crimes, or 
palled them over by conniving. 

The Chancellour therefore (who thought hee {hould have his {hare of 
the booty ) feeing his life thus debouted by the Governour, and not be- 
ing able to help it, nor to have patience, and fit quiet, it being more then 
he could digeft or beare with, retired him from Court to Edinburgh Ca- 
ttle, there to bee fafe in his Fort, and lie in wait for the firft opportunity 
that hee could finde to fupplant Levingflon. Neither was he flow in cop- 
ing of him : for before the yeare was ended, hee tooke occafion of the 
Governours going to Perth, and knowing by intelligence the time and 
place of the Kings hunting in the fields about Stirling, thither hee rides, 
and bringeth him away to Edinburgh Caftle. By th is means the dice 
are changed, he had now gotten the durke {as our Proverb goes) he will- 
divide the preyover again, he will have his large {hare of all, and diredfc 
all now, as Levingflon had done before. The other finding himfelfe in 
this ftrait, might lament his cafe, but could not helpe himfelfe : neceffity 
hath no law. The Chancellour had yeelded to him before, when he for 
the Queene for him ) ftole away the King. Now he hath gotten a meet- 
ing, he muft yeeld to him again, and fo he doth : BoWes his bonie heart, 
goes to Edinburgh, gets mediatours, brings on a meeting, and finally 
agrees by the mediation of Henry Ligbtoft, Bimop of Aberdene, and John 
Innefle, Biftiop of Murray. 

But 
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But if you would fee tlieiighc face oh* ftage pfoy, deceivers, ckceaviag, 
difiemWiag^ «ad putting affaire ourftde aacbeir foule falftjood, and pro* 
ecediwgs. •, made roe there harangues on both fries, that you may either 
laugh ordifdaia theta. I cannot takeleafure to fet them dowse at length 
( as they aretobee found in.out Hiftortes) but in a word, you (halt find* 
nothing but pretexts of the Common* wealth,, of the Pujahice peace, the 
goad of the King, and the well being of til hoaeft men, which & «U joyn* 
ed, and depends upon them, and their well being forfooth. « That 
u hath been dill their fcope, that hath beene the aitae of all thekthtes* 
<e tiorts, no particular, no ambition, no amice $. onely love of tbofe 
“ things which were common and profitable unto all) and becaufc is 
<c them all did lie and fubfift, in cheirftandmg honeft men did ftand,*nd 
<c by their ruineboneft-rnen did fall) nay* the King and Countrey were 
- l rained. For this caufe and for no other, that the Gauncrey might bee 
“ well, that wickednefTe may bee bridled, they forgive one another* 
* c avouching that their difeords arofc onely firom diver fieie of opinion, 
“ and lodgement •, while as both feeking the common, good, one 
** thought one forme the heft tor it, and the other another form to ben 
•* heft for ii,and the otbec another forme-, which if it were true, let what 
hath been Paid above bears witnefle. It would make a man to loath fpea* 
king vertuoufly, to fee venue by them fo forte abufed •, yet the old Pm* 
verb might have warned them r ( Qportet mvtJmrrm afle memorem J aod 
fometimes a liar will fpeake troth is verified in them., They coafeffothett 
ambition, and ftriving for honour and pcehenariocnoe, they are afbamd 
to fay for goods and riches, but it was no kfle true, aod both wevesdiko 
faulty, and they exhort oneaoother, and promifo to amend thereafter by 
a better ftrife, who fhouldbemoft moderate and foil. But they were as 
true in keeping that protnife as they were mtbcirdifcourfe what was 
pail. Whem the I axe fre&bttky talct heed af the hetn ( faith the Proverb : ) 
we (hall lee notable moderation and ftiftiee, foch,aithe world hath fierce 
feen the like example of treacherous tyranny. 

This is the fum of tbefc jolly men harangues* The conclnfion is a new 
fricndfhip (iffolfhoodbe fricndfhtp) or rather a confpiracy againft tbd 
Count rey,and dire&ly againft the Noblemen, who (their conlcience cd-* 
ieth them; bate them is new men,Ufted up to the higheft degree (as they 
grant themfelves) and that was reproach enough to the Nobility, and 
an argument of their unworthioefle. But they might have faidastruely, 
that they were hated for abating the King ana Councrey for their private 
advantage, under pretext of the commonwealth, which whether the 
whole Nobility refentedor not, we cannot tell * for there is no mention* 
and his a wonckrlf they did not, yet it would feem they did not; they 
had ftouped and taken on an unworthy yoake of ftavery. But what eved 
the reft aid, there was one that was a favethome in their foot, and moato 
in their eye, it behoved to be pluckt out. 

The Earle of Douglas was of the old fpirit* of the ancient Nohilitte r 
be could not ferve, nor obey but whom he ought, and the lawhjll corn- 
man den, lawfully commanding for his honour and utility, whereof they 
wereneither^uch a fpsricis unfufferabk,unckr thefe new conlpiring Ty ^ 
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rants : he will not acknowledge their authority, his father had told thetri 
their holy daycs name, himfelfe tooke them for his enemies. But how 
fhall they doe with him < hee is not eafily to bee dealt with*, theymuft 
have muffles that would catch fuch a cat. Indeed he behaved himlelfe as 
one that thought he would not be in their danger, hee entertained a great 
family, he rode ever well accompanied when he came in publike, 1000. 
or 2000. horfe, were his ordinary train. He had great friendfhip, and de* 
pendanceof old,hehadbeencarefulltokeep them, and had alio increa- 
sed them, and conciliated many new followers and clients by his benefi- 
cence and liberality, and his magnificence, which was anfwerable to his 
place, fuitablefbr an Earle of Douglas, and Duke of Turrain*, which 
Dutchie he had obtained hirrifelf to be inverted in, as heire to his father t 
having fent c Malcolme Lord Fleming, and Sir John Lander ofBafle, (or 
Hat on as others fay) into France for that purpofe •, and was wellaccept- 
■ ed of in remembrance of his Either: and grandfather, he had all his affairs 
in fingular good order : he had his ordinary Councell, and Counfellours 
for guiding his affaires : he dubbed Knights alfo,as he thought men ivor* 
thy •, which power and priviledge he did not ufurp out of pride, nor take 
upon him by imitation to counterfeit Kings ( asfome would infinuate ) 
but by vertne of both his dignities of Duke and Earle. And although he 
were but fourteen yeares of age at his fathers death (in the yeare 1438. cr 
3 9.) and was put to death in the yeare 1440. not having attained to fif- 
teen or fixteen, or little above at the fartheft, yet in this his port and be- 
haviour, did not onely appeare the fparks of a great fpirit,but alfo of fuch 
wifedome and providence as could fcarce bee looked for from fo young a 
man. This galled them fo much the more to thinke if that fruit fhould 
come to ripeneffe at anytime, how poyfonable, or rather, how great a 
counterpoyfon it would prove to their greatneffe. Butheretheskinneof 
the Lion would not ferve their turne (he was too hard for them to deale 
with by force)they doe there fow that on that of the Fox. • / 

The occafion fell out thus:During the time ofthe jarres betwixt them- 
felves, the common affaires were negle&ed .between ftooles, and partly 
becaufe they could not (being but meane men offmall power) partly be* 
caufe they cared not to prevent, or to amend things, many infolencies 
were committed without redreffe. The men of the Ifles had come into 
the main land, had put all to fire andfword, men, women and children, 
young and old, farre and wide, omitting no kinde of example of avarice 
and cruelty : and that not onely on the Sea coart, but in the Lennox alfo: 
out of thelfle of Loch-lomond ( called Inch- mertin) they had made 
an appointment with a Gentleman, named John Calhoon (Laird of Luffe ) 
as if it had been to end fome bufineffe and (lain him (the 23. of Septem- 
ber) with many fuch things,and many fowle fads hadbeenedonein di- 
vers parts of the Countrey. Likewife S'n^Allane Stuart of Damelay 
was (lain at Pafclay, by Sir Thomas Botde * and again. Sir Thomas Boide 
was flain by Alexander Stuart of Beltnot (brother to the forefaid Sir 
y Allant ) and his fonnes, through which there arofe great troubles in the 
weft parts ofthe Countrey and Kingdome. The Borderers had not 
Leen idle, who living under the Earle Douglas, and being his followers, 
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or retainers, what they did was interpreted to be done by his allowance. 
And at a Convention in Edinburgh many complaints were given in 
againfthim, but never a word lpoken of the taxe oflfles men: never a 
word of Levingfions and Creightons own doings,who had warred one up- 
on another,not a word of any other flaughter or bloudlhed,but as though 
nothing were amilTe in the Countrey, but what was done by the Earle 
Douglas dependers*, they onely were complained of. Whether the caufe 
was in his enemies, and that this proceeded from them, or was done by 
their mitigations, our Hiftories tell not, neither can we affirme it : yet ic 
is ftrange,that there being fo many more, and more enormous faults (for 
the Ifle-mens were more hainous) none fhould bee taken notice of but 
his mens. Theirs are exaggerated, multiplied, and made odious •, and the 
envie thereof derived upon the Earle, as Authour of all .* hereupon Sir 
Alexander Levingflon, (carrying malice in his heart, but diflemblingit for 
a time, with a falle deceitfull minde) perfwaded the reft, that the Earle 
Douglas was rather a man to be dealt with by fair means,then to be irrita- 
ted by fufpicions : As one who had fuch power, that if he fhould oppole 
himfelf, he might fruft rate all their conclufions & decrees. Wherefore he 
procured a letter to be written to him in an honorable manner in all their 
names, intreating him, that being mindful of his place, mindful of his Pro- 
genitours, whole good deeds and defervings,moft ample and notable to- 
wards his Countrey of Scotland, were ftill extant, he would come to the 
Convention of the States,which could not be conveniently kept without 
him,& his friends. If he had taken offence at any thing, they would fatif- 
fie him fo far as waspolfible. If there were any overfight committed by 
him, or any of his friends, they would remit it, and would forgive many 
things to his moft noble houle which had done fo many good offices, 
and lo much good lervice to his Countrey. They would impute many 
things to the times, and conlider his youth, and the great hope and expe- 
ctation they had of him . That hee fhould come therefore, and take what 
part of the affairs of the common- wealth he beft pleafed,and as his Ance- 
ftourshad often delivered the Realme from dangers of warres by their 
armes and viffories, fo that he would be pleafed now by his prefence to 
raifeit,and eftablilh it almoft funk,& overthrown with inteftine difeords. 

This lecter as it was honeftin words,and very right, carrying that right 
courle that fhould have been ufed towards him, and the duety that all 
thele reafons contained, craved to have beene done to him, if it had been 
in fincerity: fo being in falfehood, and with a treacherous inten- 
tion, ufed onely to entrap him, makes their ditty the clearer : for he ( out 
of the honefty of his owne heart interpreting their meaning to be accord- 
ing to their words, and being of no ill difpofition, but of a fweet and tra- 
dable nature, defirous of glory by good means, that fo hee might have 
followed the footfteps of his Predecelfours in all good offices to his 
Countrey, not having fo great malice in his minde, and therefore not 
thinking any could have fo great in theirs againft him, as to feeke his life, 
(for there had been no fueh occafion,their contentions with his father had 
not come to that hight and degree, but had been contained within the 
bounds of words onely )and therefore not imagining that fo great villany 
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could have been harboured in their hearts, he willingly embraces the oc- 
cafion of making peace in theCouncry,& that he might contribute there- 
to his belt endeavours, taketh his journey for Edinburgh.His friends are 
reported to have furthered him in this relblution, in hope of their owne 
particular imployments and preferment, which (fay they ) blinded their 
eyes that they law not the danger. But truely l cannot lee how they 
could have feen any perill, unlelTe wee will lay that they might have 
knovvne that the Governour and Chancellour were treacherous men,and 
had given fome proofe of as great difloyalcy before, which is not men- 
tionc d any where that we know of-, for though they were knowne to be 
lubjed and inclinable to fallhood (as his father had objeded to them be- 
fore) yet it was fo well covered, that it was not accounted fallhood, but 
wifedomc; for there are degrees, and there bee many who will difpence 
with themfelves to Hep fomething afide from the ftrid rule of upright- 
nelle ( which is accounted hmplicity) that will beealhamed of fo high a 
degree of manifeft t reafon, as this was. So that howbeit they knew their 
fallhood in fome meafure, yet could they not have looked for fuch pro- 
ditorious dealing : belides it might have leemed to any man in dilcourfe 
of reafon, that if they cared not to blot their names with the foulnefle of 
the fa&, yet they could not have great hope to gain or profit much by it : 
for What could ic avail them to cut him off, feeing another was to lucceed 
in his place, as ill (perhaps) as he i fo that by putting of him to death, all 
that they could gain would bee but an irrcconcileablc deadly feudewith 
chat houfe, which wastoo high a degree of enmity for any thing had yet 
been amongft them, being nothing but grudges,and fuch things as might 
have been ealily taken away. So that (fith the dilcourfe of man for ought 
we con judge, could never have reached fo farre as to have fulpeded what 
followed, but rather to have looked for the contrary) I fee not how the 
Earle nor his friends can be blamed for credulity, or how it can be ccnfu- 
red in him as a defed of his youth, and proceeding from want of experi- 
ence : for what otherwise could he have done, if his experience had ocen 
never fo great? or himfelfe never fo old? neither is there fufficient ground 
to tax his friends as if their hopes had,blinded them fo that they could not 
fee any perill which no difeourfe of reafon could fee, or apprehend. It is 
true, men ought to be circumfpcd, but it is a fault alfo, and proceeds of 
an ill nature to be (hfpitious, as he might well have feemed to bee, if hea 
had refilled to come. The event ihowes there was caufe to fufped the 
worft : but I deny that reafon could fbceiee that cvcnt,or any, conlidering 
of the circumfiances, could have made one to have looked for it .* neither 
can any man lave himfelfe from fuch treafon, neither canit bee reputed 
as fimplicitic to the (offerer, but as a monftrous enormity to the doer. 

To ret ume to our purpose, their difloyall prodice Clayed not in this 
froooth letter .* they double fraud upon fraud : for fo foone as Creighton 
knew he was on his journey, he came many miles to meet him, and in- 
viting him to his Caftleof Creighton ( which was netfe the way he was 
to go) he feafted him, bee chernheth him, heeentertaineth him friendly, 
cheerfully, ahd magnificently : and that not for one day ,but two dayes, 
kindly, with all the tokens ?nd demonftrarions of a friendly minde chat 
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could be given. And to remove all- fiifpition of unfriendlmefTe, and the 
more circumvcin him, he admonifhed him familiarly, that hee would re- 
member the royall dignity of his Prince,and his owne duty towards him. 
M That he would acknowledge him for his Lord and Soveraigne, whom 
<( the condition of his birth, the lawes of the Countrey, and the content 
“ of the eftates had placed at the rudder of the Common- wealth : that he 
** would labour to tranfmit his fo great Patrimony acquired by the vertue 
u of his Anceftours, and with fpending of their bloud to his Pofterity, 
“ evenfo as he had received it: that hee would be carefull tokeepethe 
* e name of Douglas, which was no letfeilluftrious and renowned for their 
<c faithfulnefle, then their deeds of armes, not onely from the foule blot 
tc oftreafon, but even from all (lain of fufpition, or afperfion thereof: 
* c that hee himfelfe would abftain, and caute his men to abftaine , 
<c from wronging the poore people : that hee would put from about 
“ him theeves and robbers : finally, that in time to come he would 
c< fet himfelfe to maintaine juftice , that if hee had offended any 
“ thing in times jpaft, it might be imputed not to his naturall difpofition, 
but to ill couniell, and that infirmity of his youth, penitency would be 
*• admitted, and accepted as innocency. Venemous Viper that could 
hide fo deadly poyfon under fo faire (howes! unworthy tongue, unlefle to 
be cut out for example to all ages ! Let not the Poets bee thought fabu- 
lous, who have transformed men into beads ; loe a bead compofed of 
many beads: a Lion, a Tiger, for cruelty of heart: a Wafoe, a Spider, a 
Viper, for fpight & malicious poyfonablenefle: a Foxeand Camelion,for 
falfehood and doublenefte : a Cockatrice and Crokodile,and wfaatfoever 
nature hath brought forth, that is deceitfull and hurtfull, a fweet finging 
Ciren, enchanting the outward fences to the dedru&ion of the lidner, fo 
much the more odious, that it was in the (hapebf a man * and the more 
detedable, that it durdfo pollute the image of God, foabufe the glory 
of man :.the fpeech of the tongue therefore given him (beyond the bead) 
that he might imploy it well to informe aright, to fpeake truth, and to do 
good to others. The honed heart of the hearer that knew what he fpake 
was right, and intended to follow fo good counfell, taketh all in good 
part, beleeveth the fpeech for the truthes fake* the man for his fpeeches 
fake. And who could have done otherwayes < who would not have 
thought that he who knew fo well what was right, would have had fome 
regard to doe right < (hall we account it childimnede, that he accounted 
fo of them, and differed bim to be fo deceived < nay, hee could not keep 
himfelfe undeceived. Good men, and wife men have often been deceived 
both injured and prophaneHiftories. We muft not impute it to childifh- 
nefle in i^ibntr^ that jfoab {tabbed him under truft, but elteeme it vile 
treachery in of whom David (ayes, Hee dieth not as a foolt dieth , 

howbeit his hands were not bound, but as a good man falleth before a 
wicked man, that is by treafon, which no man can efchew, 

It is faid that his friends feeing f© extraordinary entertainment, fo faire 
language above meafurejo humble behaviour, and withall fo many mef- 
fages (at every ftep almoft) betwixt the Governour and the Chancellour, 
tooke feme fufpition of ill meaning, and that there arofe firft a ftill mut> 
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mure through the whole company *, thereafter^© me began to admonifh 
him, that if he would perfift to goe on, he would fend bapkhis brother 
David Jot ing m indefull of a precept of his fathers, That they -fbouid not come 
hath together into one flacc where themfehes were not mafiers , left they 
fhould endanger their whole family at once. The unwary youth ( unwa- 
ry indeed but what warinefle could he have poore innocent < ) and very 
jwell inclined, even angry with his friends, ftayed thofe murmures by a 
plain commandment, and allured his friends thus : That he knew well ic 
was a perpetuall peft of great houfes that they had ever about them feme 
men that were impatientof peace, who made gain of the perils, travels, 
and miferies of their Lords and Patriarkes : and becaufe in peace they 
were reftrained by the bridle of the law, they were ever fluting up ftrife 
and fedition, that in troubled times they might have greater fcope and li- 
berty to their wickednefle. Asforhimfeif, heerepofed more upon the 
known wifcdomeandprudencieofthe Governor and Chancellour,<hen 
to give eare to their fufpicious furmifes. 

This fpecch thus uttered , certifying both an acknowledging of 
the evill part , and a refolution to amend , was it not fufficienc to 
have purged whatfoever errour had been, or might have been thought 
to have efcaped him before? And certainly k would, if thefe men had re- 
garded Juftice, or the good of the Common- wealth, and haddefiredto 
reclaim him from his errours, and winne him to his Countrey. But his fo 
full confidence thus repofing on their credit, was it not enough to have 
tied them to have kept their credk i If there had been any fpark of huma- 
nity or nature of man left in them : and if they had not beene worfc then 
favage beads. T ruft deferveth that we fliould prove worthy of that truft, 
and credit procures keeping of credit ; where all humane nature is not ex- 
tind, and even fimplicity deferveth favour and pitie. Neither can a man 
that i$ not altogether given over,and hath not fold himfelfe to wickednes 
choofe but favour it, and have compaffion of it •, yea though he had been 
otherwife di Ppofed in the beginning, k would even move any mans heart 
(that were indeed a man, and not changed into a heart j to favour and 
commiferate, and would have tamed and calmed any fortner difeon* 
tenement, and have wrung from them any evill intention which they 
might (perhaps) have conceived before. However, this noble. youth go- 
eth on in the innocency of his heart, and that the morecjuickcly, to cue 
off all occasion of fuch fpeeches, and with his brother, and with a few 
other principall friends goeth dire&ly to the Caftle, (being led as it were 
and drawne by a ftttall deftiny ) and both enter, and fo come in the power 
ofthofe their deadly enemies and fained friends. At the very inftant come9 
the Govemour (as was before appointed betwixt them) to play his part 
of the Tragedy, that both might bee alike embarked in the action, and 
beare the envie of fo ugly a ft&, that the weight thereof might not lie on 
one alone; yet to play out their treacherous parts, they welcome him 
moil courteoufly, fet him to dinner wkh the King at the fame table, frail 
him royally, inteitain him chearfully, and that tbr a long time. Ac lart 
about the end of dinner, they com parte him about with armed men, and 
cfcufe prefent a bulls head before him exp the boord .• the bulls head was 
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inchofedayesa token of death (fay-ourHfftories) but how it hath come 
anufefoco bee taken, and fignifie, -neither doe they, nor anyelfe tell us, 
•neither is it to be fonnid (that I remember) any where in any Fliftory,fave 
4n this one place.* neither can wee conjecture What affinity it can have 
•therewith, unlefleto exptobrate grofienefle, according to the French, and 
our owne reproaching dull, and grofle wits, by catling him Calves- head 
^tcficdeVem) but not Bulls head. So that by tins they didinftllt over that 
innocencie which they had frmred,and applaud their owne wifedowie that 
had fo circumvented him : a brave commendation indeed, and an ho- 
«eft 1 yet I wonder what they meant by unteitaming him fo well at that 
■time, there was fome reafon for it why they Should have -done it by the 
way, that they might worke out their treafon, untill he were within their 
«hongs:but being now within the Caftle,and fully in their power, I won- 
der what it fhould mean to make him lo taire a welcome, to lea ft him fo 
liberally and folemnely at the Kings table, and from thence to bring him 
tothe fliambles: what could have beene their intention < might they not 
have conveyed him to fome private chamber ' might they not have car- 
ried him to the place of execirtion 1 what needed all this procefTe 1 what 
needed they to have let him fee the King at all ? It would Teem as if they 
had not been folly fefolved upon the bulmeffe before $ and that the it 
intentions and pwpofes were not treafon able, but that they tooke occafi- 
on to be treasonable from the facility to atchieve it : but our W riters are 
cleare again ft that, and fay onely it was •pre-concludeil,when he was writ- 
ten for. It might feetne alfo that they aid this to communicate the mat- 
ter, or to trarfsferre it altogether upon the King : hut he was too young, 
and purges hifnfelfe by difproving of it. So dial I can fee no Other rea- 
fon of it, but as the Lion with his prey, or(to ufe a more bafe, yet a more 
familiarexample, and the barer the fitter For them) as the Ci t with tire 
moufe, which (lie might devoure immediately , yet it pleafeth herto pi ty 
a little with it .* Sotlieyfor their grc.tter fadsfaddon, and contentment, 
delight to play out their Sbeane *, fo frrangely(notwithftanding)that liich 
procefle and uncouth formes of doing might feem to import Ibme myfte- 
ry, and deeper reach then ordinary : which I cpnfefte is fo profound and 
deep a folly, and mifchahtneffe,trrat 1 can no wife found it,unle(Ie it were 
that the Noblemans place, and hfs worth forced their wicked hearts to 
acknowledge it notwithstanding their Wickednefie : And although the 
acknowledging could not prevaile fo farre, as to make them leave offtbe 
enterprife, yet*did it in fome fort brangle theirrefblution, and wrung out 
this confeffion of his worth : as all the addons of wickednefie, and all 
wickednefie in the adfing, are full of contradiddons, as this fame is moft 
clearly .* for if this Nobleman was guilty of death, why is he brought in- 
to the Kings prefence i why is he let at his table < If he was not guilty , 
why was he put to death 1 So difficult a thing it is in a lie to keep confor- 
mity, either in a lieof addons ( fo to fpeake ) or in a lie of words ! In 
words it is difficult fb to fpeake that the attentive hearer fhall not perceive 
contrariety : In addons it is impoffible that they can be diffembled. This 
addon is a lie, for it faith he is guilty of death *, but their welcoming ofc, 
him, their fetting of him at the cable with the King, and thetr feafting. 
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fayes, he is an innocent,Noble,worthy man*,Indeed onely truth in word 
and a&ion can accord with it felfc: as it is uniforme, it floweth from 
unitie, tendeth to it, and endeth in it, and keepeth the tafte of the foun- 
tain from which it cometh. So they having given this confeffion of his 
worth, and again, (by that ominous figne) contradi&ed their confeffi- 
on, muft needs be falfe witneffes however it go. The young Nobleman 
either underftanding the figne as an ordinary thing, or aftonifhed with it 
as an uncouth thing, upon the fight of the Buis head offering to rife, was 
laid hold of by their armed men in the Kings prefence at the Kings table, 
which fhould have beene a San&uary to him. And fo without regard of 
King, or any duty, and without any further procefle, without order, af- 
fife (or jurie) without law, no crime obje&ed, he not being convidfed at 
alU a young man of that age that was not liable to the law in regard of 
his youth,a Nobleman of that place, a worthy young Gentleman of fuch 
expe&ation, a gueft of that acceptatioq,one who had repofed upon their 
credit, who had committed himfelfeto them, a friend in mind, who 
looked for friendship, to whom all friendship was promifed $ againft du- 
tie, law, friendship, faith, honefty, humanitie, hofpitalitie * againft na- 
ture, againft humane fociety, againft Gods Law, againft mans law, and 
the law of nature, is cruelly executed, and put to death : They, ( in 
defpightasit were; fpittingintheface of all duty and honefty, proclai- 
ming (as farre as lay in them) there was no dutie to God nor man to bee 
regarded. Andthatthe meafureof their wickednefle thus heaped and 
Shaken, and preft downe might alfo runne over * all this was done ( as it 
Should feem) without the confent, nay, againft the will of their King 
and Soveraigne,who wept at their execution, and forbad them to meddle 
with his Coufin : the Shamelefte men chid him for weeping at the death 
of his enemy (as they call him.) during whole life (fay they) hee needed 
never to looke for peace, whereas they themfelves were his chiefeft ene- 
mies, and greatefttraitours to him, and belides him to God and nature, 
and to the office of Juftice which they bore •, bringing a blot on the one, 
and the other, and bloud-guiltineSTe upon his Crowne, fo farre as lay in 
them. 

This is that deteftable fad never enough to be extra&ed, which I have 
laboured indeed to Set forth in the: owne Simple colours, Stripping it naked 
of all farding (though I conferte no words can equall the wickednefle of 
it ) that men may leam to deteft fuch things wherein may bee feen what 
refped they have carried either to juftice, to equity, to common peace, or 
Common- wealth-,that thought it better to root out fuch a plant, then to 
dreSfe and to cherifh it •, to rume fuch a houfe rather then to gain it, which 
they never would havedone,if their private pride and avarice had not had 
the greateft f way with them. I thinke all honeft minds fhould difdain to 
reade what they gave out before of their love to the publike good,having 
here fo terribly belied it : neither Should any man fpeake of it indifferent- 
ly without a note of deteftation •, neither extenuate it by the Earles Sim- 
plicity, which feemes to diminish and leflen this execrable perfidie, and 
cruelty. It this were the wifedome , whereof they had purchafed an opi- 
* nion and name under the former King -fames the firft, and if they had 
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pra&i&d fuch things as this, k hath been a bitter root, and hath brought 
forth » very bitter Fruit, and hath, in all appearance been no fmall part of 
thcoaafe of haftening his death, and the emholdning of his enemies un- 
, to k, as indeed I hnde Tome of our Writers inclined to fay ^for (uch new 
men goe commonly about to perfwade Princes, that ancient Noblemen 
are enemies to them, and birres to their abfolutcneffe, which is it that 
thefe men here mean, in faying that the Earle Dougl^f was an enemy to 
the King. Not that he bare any ill will to the Kings perfon (for that they 
could no wayes make appearej but becaufe he was fo great a man ; Ac- 
cording to that general! rale, that greatnefle in the Nobility is dangerous 
for the Prince, and as if to be a great man were by infallible confequence 
to be an enemy to the King. Which maxime ! feare they have beaten in- 
to his head afterwards, notfo much to ftrengthen and provide for his Se- 
curity, as to draw him to their patty for ftrengthening of themfelves- for 
we fee all their intentions aime but at their owns particulars ; and fo in 
this they intend nothing elfe * ondy they colour their particulars with 
the Pretext of the Kings fervice, as they doe this wicked fad alfo. 

David Douglas the younger brother was alfo put to death with him, 
and CMalcolme Fleming of Cumbernald his fpeciall Counfeljour. They 
were all three beheaded in the back Court of the Caftle, that lieth to the 
Weft. This augments yet their wickednefle, that they execute his bro- 
ther alfo, whole age behoved to be lefle then his owne, who was but ve- 
ry young too, as wee have fitid. Thefe were good Tutors and bringers 
up of a young Prince, thus as it were to bait him with the bloud of his 
Nobility, and to imprint fuch a IcfToninhis tender mindc that they 
were his enemies. But for conclusion of this matter, concerning thefe 
young men, as there was no law laid againft them, fo is there no Hifto- 
ry that beareth witpeffe that they were guilty of any capitall crime. And 
OWajor faith exprefjy, pud Atmales legs, quad viti iUi non crant ret mor- 
tis,fedconfilio & dflfi GuJielmi Crighcon, /ScoumOonoollarii hoc perpetratd 
funt: That is, I made in our Annaies thattbifeerwn were not guilty of 
death,but this matter was atchievcd by tfic counfell and fraud of C right on 
Chancellour. It is fute the people did abhorrtit, execrating the very 
place where it was done, in det citation of the fed i of which die memory 
remaineth yet to our dayes in thefe words. 

Edinburgh Cajtle , Tonne and Toner, 

God grant thou Jinkefor finnc^ 

csfnd that even for the black dinner 
Earle Douglas got therein. 

Now fith thefe youths were not guiltie, whereof were they not guilty 
fhat put them to death < and with what note of infamy to bee branded t 
Though fome feeme to blame this innocent young man ( as they can- 
hot deny him to have beene ) with halfe words, as guided by flattery, 
given to infolency, prefumptuousin his Port, yet is there no efFed,ora£fc- 
dion brought importing either hk being addi&ed to flattery, or thtfhee 
was more infoleoc, peefumpeuous or anogaat, riven became ft man of his 
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raoke. But contrary , that he was of a gentle nature, a repulfer of flatte- 
ne (now as hee grew in age) and of due magnificence, fuch as well be- 
came him. Let us therefore account of him fo, as one that was fineu- 
a L m ^ C ?f h / SyCareS - And let the blame lie fully on his cnemL, 
who ftall £ndefome meeting hereafter from their Coufin •, that they 
may finde all the houfe penfhed not with him, though indeed the ou- 
mfhment was not proportionated to that which they deferved* 

In Gulielm. & David, fratres in K^irct 
Edinburgeru trucidatos* 


Ftftra Sophocleo cudes eft digna dthurno, 
Feftra Thy eft e a caenA cruentAmAgis, • 

Vos Jcelere atque dolis , vos proditione necsti. 

Infmes , puerique & patru proceres: 

Regius & veftro eft fadatus funere vultus : 

guiferturftccAs nontenure genus. 

Mac cine ( Re if ares) veftraeft prudentU turn a t 
HAccine laudAturjuftitiA ? hscncfdcs ? 
Exemplum Aternis mnquam delebile fa/fis 
Pcrftat fruudss atrA y perfiditque trusts* 

In Englifh thus. 


Your murther may deferve a tragidc Mufe, 

j£ U fl h °/ n ^ I 10061 m *ght excufe 
Thyeftes feaft, by a more treacherous train 
Drawn to the axe, more barbaroufly flain 
Then was his fonne : your Princes guiltlefle eye 
Stain d with the fight, wept at the cruelty, 
h this thefe Rulers wrfedome ' this their love 
To Juftice . this the prudence men approve 
So much ? Q 1 blacke example fit to be 
Marie t m etemall fcroules of infamy. 
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of James ( tailed Groffe James ) the third James, fixteenth Lord , 
and feventh Earle of Douglas, Lord of Bothwell, i^Aber- 
corncy and ^Annandale, the fourth Duke of 
Turraine , and Lord ef 
Longe-viUe. 

i 

U Nto William fucceeded his fathers brother , fames Lord of Aber- 
come, in all the lands that were intailed, but Beatrix, lifter to the 
faid William, fell here to the reft that were not entailed, which 
were many (lay our Writers) fpecially Galloway, Wigton, Balvein, Or- 
mund,Annandale. This fames was called groffe fames, becaufe heewas 
a corpulent man of body .• he had to wife Beatrix Sinclair daughter to the 
Earle of Orknay, but which Earle it is not exprefled. To findeit, wee 
muft consider, that from i William Sinclair ( the firft that came out 
of France, and married Agnes Dumbarrc , daughter to Patrick firft Earle 
of March) a the next was Henry his fonne, who was married to Ka- 
therine daughter to the Earle of Stratherne. 5 His fonne called Henry, 
alfo married Margaret Gratenay, daughter to the Earle of Marre. 4 This 
Henries fonne, Sir William palled into Spain, with good Sir fames Dou- 
glas ^ who carried the Bruces heart to Jerufalem ; hee was married to Eli- 
zabeth Speire daughter to the Earle of Orknay and Shetland, and fo by her 
became the firft Earle of Orknay of the Sinclair es. The fecond Earle was 
5 William alfo,who married Florentine daughter to the King of Denmark, 
the fixth perfon, and third Earle was (his fon ) Henry who married Giles 
for Egidia) daughter to the Lord of Niddifdale. The feventh perfon and 
fourth Earle is Sir William, who married Elizabeth Douglas daughter to 
Archbald Tine-man(tbe firft Duke of T urrain) and fi fter to this fames the 
grofle. Now this fames b\s wife cannot have been this Iaft Sir Williams 
daughter, for then (he fhould have been his owne filters daughter. And 
therefore (he hath been either Henries ( that married Giles Douglas ) or elfe 
Sir Williams , who married Florentine •, -which of the two I leave it to con- 
jecture •, her great (pint, and high ambition would feem to argue that (hee 
was come of Kings, and near to them : but the Monument in Douglas cal- 
leth her daughter to Henry . 

She bare to this Earle fames feven fonnes, and foure daughters. The 
name of the eldcft was William, and the fecond fames, who were Earles 
of Douglas, both of them by fuccelfion* as we (hall heare. The third,was 
\^irchbald,tn\sQ married the daughter of fohn Dumbarre Earle of Mur- 
ray, brother to George Earle of March, by which means he got the Earle- 
dome of Murray.The fourth, named Hugh , was made Earle of Ormond, 
and had fundry lands given him by the King in Tividale and Rofte. The . 
fifth fohn was made Lord ofBalvenie. The fixth Henry was Bifhop of 
Duncalden. George, the feventh, died before he was fifteen yeares*6f age, •> 
as our Chronicles do witne(Te-,but there is no mention of him iri the mo- 
numents at Douglas, where the reft are fet downe by name. As for his 
foure daughters, 1 Margaret the eldeft was married to the Lord Dalkeith, 
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a Beatrix the fecond , to $ob» Stuart Duke of Albanie, Conftable of 
Scotland, and Captain of fifty men at armesin France. The third was 
named fetMat, ana was married to the Lord Flemme of Cumbernauld.' 
T.li\abctb (who was the fourth ) died unmarried. ThisGrofle tfames his 
eldeft fonne William , partly to hold up the greatnefie of his houfe, partly 
by the Ladies owne defire, (who dire&ly refufed to marry any other of 
the name of Douglas ) married Beatrix Douglas his Coufin .* She was called 
the faire maiden of Galloway : and fo by this match the eftate of Douglas 
was preferved intire, andchofe lands which Ihee would have been heire 
to, and divided from it, were kept intheirowne hands. This match was 
made farre againft the opinion of the reft of the name of Douglas , who 
thought it better that fhe fhould have been married to fome of the houfe 
of Angus or Dalkeith, alledging that the houfe of Douglas was coo great 
already, and that their greatnefie would be the ruine of the houfe, which 
maxime although it proveth often true, that too great Dominions under 
Princes, as alfo Princes themlelves having fo large extent of territories, 
and other republicks, and Common- wealths, when they come to that 
hugenefle that they cannot eafily be governed, do fall,and are overthrown 
by their owne weight: and the confpiracies and combinations of neigh* 
bouring Princes, or States (who feare, and are jealous oft heir excemve 
greatnefie) or by their Subjeds within, either through the Princesjea- 
loufie (who fufpeds them ) or others envie, whoftirre jealoufie in the 
Prince, and draw him to fufped them. And therefore all, both Lordfliips 
and Empires, are to be reftrairied and kept Within a mediocritie, and that 
as well Princes, and Common- wealths, as fubje&s* which all men will 
confefie : but what this mediocritie is, they declare not, neither will they 
confefie, or doe they ever thinke that they are come to that fulnefle, that 
there is any danger of exceeding fo farre, as to procure their overthrow, 
or breed any perill. It is faid of Auguflus Cefarthxt he intended fome mo- 
deration of the Empire, and had refolved to have propagate it no further: 
yet it was doubted upon what ground it Was that hce thus refolved $ 
whether out of prudencie, or of envie toward his fiicceflburs, that none 
might goe beyond him, or adde any more to it then he had. And it is in- 
deed a hard matter to perfwade men, and perhaps no lefte difficult to 
prove, for all agree that thefe inferiour things- (even all of them) are in a 
perpetuall fiuxe and motion, and that they cannot Hand long ataftay, 
without going either forward or backward, increafing or decreafing. I f 
therefore they goe not forward, they muft goe backe * if they doe non 
increafe,they muft decreafe : which if it be true, it were better to feck to 
increafe fo long as men may, then to take them Jto a ftanding,ffpm which 
they muft decreafe, if thev doe not increafe. : . 

. But whether out of that difeourfe of reafon, his friends of thfc name of 
Douglas would thus have perfwaded him not to become coo great, for 
feare of falling, or for any particular of their owne, or whether he for this 
•other r&fon, or rather for the common difpofition of men eoprefie evef 
forward, I know not, but hee chofe to bee great, and cake his hazzard* 
And becaufe the two parties were within the degrees prohibited by the 
Rojnane Church (Brothers children) he font to Rome for a difpenlacioiw 
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which being long in coming, and he fearing leaft the King, and the reft 
of the name of Douglas would caft all the impediments they could in the 
way to hinder the match ( which was alfo reported, and not without 
ground )caufedhaften the marriage before the difpenfation came, and 
that in Lent too, a time forbidden alfo, and which is more, on the friday 
before Patch, called commonly Good- friday. This was thought omi- 
nous, and the unhappy event confirmed this opinion . They were marri- 
ed in the Church of Douglas. Some write that this marriage was procu- 
red ind made by the young man himfelfc, after the deceafe of his father. 
However, this Was a fpeciall caufe of diflention, and divifion amongft 

thofe of the name of Douglas. - 

For the a&ions of this grofle fames, wee have no particulars recorded 
in Hiftories, either in his brothers time, or his nephewes time, or now 
when he cometh to be Earle himfelfe. There is no mention at all made 
of him, whether he did any thing for to revenge the murther of his ne- 
phewes by Cretghton and Levingfion: belike as he hath been corpulent,fo 
hath his corpulenfie caufed a dulneffe of fpirit, as commonly it doth. 
Some write that he was Warden of all the Marches, and his Monument 
at Douglas agreeth with them, and fayes that hee was .a great jufticiary. 
Others write that he was no ill man, that hee entertained no difordered 
wicked men, but yet he did not reprefle them fharply enough, and there- 
fore was fufpe&ed by the King, and difliked by many : hee died in Aber- 
come within two yeares, or not three ( fayes the manufeript ) after the 
marriage of his fonne; which hath not been long in the making. Wee 
may ghefle it moft probably to have beene not folly three yeares,and fo 
that he died in the yetre, 14431 Hee was buried in Douglas, where on his 
Tombe he is called (UKi tgnus PrtncepS) and amongft other Titles, Lord 
of Liddifdale, and Jedwa/rd Forreft : his wife is ftyled Domina^ivenia, 
Lady of Avendale. 'His Epitaph there is yet to be feen thus, 

Hicjacet magdusdr petens Princeps, Dominus Jacobus de Douglas, Comes 
do Douglas, Dominus Annandia, & GaUovtdta,Ltddalia, & fed- 
bur g-Porreflia , & Dominus de Balvenif, magnus Wardanus Regns 
Scots* verfus Angltom,&<\ obiit vicefimo quarto diemenfts 
Mortis, s^irmo Domini millefsmo quadringentefimo quadragefimo 
tertio . 1443. 

His Wives is thus : 

flic facet Domino Beatrix dt Sinclaire,( flia Domini Henrici Comitis Orca- 
dum , Domini de Sinclaire,) Comitiffa de Douglas , ,& Avenia, Do- 
mino Gallovidia. 

His Childrens thus: 


jj £ rant f roles inter freditlos Dominum, & Domindmgenerdt a. 1 Do- 
J minus Gulielmus primo genitus, & bares fradifti Domini Jacobi,' 
quifuccept ad totom baredit stem predict am. a Jacobus fecundo 
genttus , Magijler de Douglas* 3 Archibaldus tertio genitus , Co - 
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mis Murray. 4 Hugo quarto gemtns, comes OrmttnUa. y Jo 
ht/mtsqnintogemtm, Dommm Balvenu. 6 Henricus faxso gt~ 
nitus. Margarita uxor Domtnt it Dalkeith : Beatrix nxm Hkmttm 
dt t^fu&ignia. Joneta uxor Domini it Big gar, & Cumbe rnauld . 
Elizabeth* dt Douglas, quarts Jib a trot. 

In English thus, 

Here lies a great and powerful! Prince, Lord panes Douglas, Earfe of 
Douglas, Lord of Annandiale, and Galloway, Liddeidate and 
Jedbrough-Forreft, and Lord of Balveny, great Warden of eke 
Kingdome of Scotland towards England, dec. Heedied the 24. 
day of March, in the yeare 1443 . 

His Wires is thus, 

Here lies the Lady Beatrix Sinclair, daughter of Htmj Lord of the 
Me, Lord Sinclair, Counccfle of Douglas and Evendale, Lady 
Galloway. 


Their Children. 

Tbe&o-e the children betwixt the faid Lord and Lady: 1 Lord Wil- 
liam hb eldeft fonne, and heire to the Bud Lord pomes, who fuc- 
ceeded to all the forelakb lands. 2 pomes the fecond fonne. 
Matter of Douglas. 3 Archbald, the third fonne, Earle of Mur- 
ray. 4 Hugh, the fourth fonne, Earle of Ormond. $ pobn the 
fifth fonne. Lord of Balvenie. 6 Henry, the fixth (bone. Marga- 
ret, wife to the Lord of Dalkeith : Beatrix, vrtk to the Lord Au- 
bignie : penet , wife to the Lord of Biggarand Cumbemald: 
Elizabeth Douglas was the fourth daughter. 


pacobus Craflus, 

Duglafii crafstque miht cognomina fili, 
Convemunt : 0 qnam nominajuncta malt. 


pomes the grofle. 

To be a Douglas, and be grofle withall. 

You (hall not finde another 'mongft them all. 


of 


Digitized by L^OOQle 



Of VVilJiam flain in Stirling Cajlle f (?c, 1 6\ 


of YfiWitm flat* m Stirling Caftte^ the [event h William t and 
eighth Earle of Douglas , the fixteenth Lord, 
and fifth Duke of Turraip^fjrc. 

U Nto frames fucceeded his forme William^ a man of another met-* 
tall, and referobling more his Grandfather, and Coufin, ( yvho 
was put to death in Edinburgh Caftle) then his father, who did 
•remember, and imitate more his Coufins diligence, then his fathers neg- 
ligence, for hee endeavoured by all means to entertaine and augment the 
grandure of the houfe by bonds, friendfhip, and dependances •, retaining, 
renewing, and increafing them : and therefore his marriage of his Cou- 
ftn Beatrix is attributed to him, and is thought to be his owne doing, and 
not his fathers. Upon his firft coming to be Earle, his fir ft care was to 
eftablifh fome certain order for his affaires : for which purpofe hee con- 
veened his whole friends at Dumfreis, made choice of his Counfellours, 
createth his Officers for his rentsand cafualties,and fettleth a coaftant or- 
der in his houfe. Great was that houfe (as hath been faid) and doubtleffe 
it was nothing diminifhed by him, but rather increafcd by the accefiion 
of his fathers eftate (which he had ere he was Earle,) and his wife : which 
being added unto the old Patrimony of the houfe, made it to furpafleall 
others that were but Subje&s .• for it had beene ever growing from hand 
to hand, fince the time of Lord fames flain in Spaine, continually, who 
had the Lordfhip of Douglas onely at the firft. To it was added the bord- 
fhip of Galloway by Arehbald^ flain at Halidoun-hill. By Archbald the 
Crimme , the Lordfhip of Bothwell. By Archhald the third (called T mer- 
man) the Dutchieof Tufrain, and Lordfhip of Longe-ville. Annandale, 
and the Earledome of Wigton, by Arcbbald the fourth: and now the 
Lordfhip of Abercorn, by Groffe fames. So that his revenue hath beene 
huge at this time, as appeares alfo byche ranke hee ever carried, as fecond 
in the Kingdome. 

His dependance and following may hee judged by thefe his Lordfhips, 
and eftate, and for his other friendfhip, there were divers houfes of the 
Deuglaffes as Angus, Morton, Drumltnrigge. By his alliance he had Au~ 
bigny, and the Lord Fleming of Cumbernauld, who had married bis fi- 
fter.By his mother, the Earle of Orknay?by his wife,at(B&#r/X)the houfe 
of Crawford, of which her mother was a daughter, befide the old friend- 
Ihip that was ever betwixt them. And this maybe feen by Hiftory, who 
lift to obfervelt, whereof more may be found by a more accurate difqui- 
fition. Thus enriched, thus waited on, thus followed, thusferved, thus 
underpropped, and fuftained by wealth, friendfhip, dependance, alliance, 
and kindred, his power and greatnefle wasfuch,as wasnot matched under 
the Prince by any in this Kingdome. 

But here is the maleheure, the Principalis of his owne name (Angus 
and Morton) aflifted him not, but divided themfeives from him and ei- 
ther were not his friends, or even became enemies, as wee fhall hcare here- 
after. What the occafion thereof was, is not dire&ly mentioned : fome 
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thinke it was the difcontentment they had conceived at his marriage, ei- 
ther becaufe they accounted it unlawfull, or becaufe fome of them would 
have had her to themfelves, which is the more likely, or in refpedf of their 
kindred with the King, who was indeed induced ( though not yet)to think 
hardly of him 5 or out of emulation of hisgreatnefle, as an hinderanceto 
their growth, which was Bifliop Kennedies opinion to his brother, the 
Earle of Angus .• and fo it falleth out often, Where a decay is to come up- 
on a houfe, it firft divides from, and within it felfe, yet that was but an in- 
fenfible point at this time *, his o wne greatneffe being fuch as would fcarce 
fuffer him to finde the Ioffe •, (landing as it were not t>y any friendfhip, but 
meerely of him felfe, and upon his bottome. 

At the very firft, when hee entred to the Earledome, he entred alfo fas 
hereditary) totheenmiticofthetwogrand guiders of the time Lev'tng- 
fion and Creighton, with whom the hatred tooke beginning in his Uncles 
time, and was thereafter traiteroufly, and cruelly profecuted by them, on 
his two Coufins : it continued, though coldly, in his fathers time,and was 
now quickned and revived by him felfe. They would needs lay the blame 
of whatfoever diforder happened in the Countrey upon him*, notonely 
of what fell out in the boraers (where hee commanded, and might com- 
mand indeed) but even in the Highlands alfo, that which $ohn Gorme 
of Atholedid f who fought with the Laird of Ruthvcn, and would have 
refcued a thicfe out of his hands ( being apprehended by him as Sheriffe ) 
if hee had not beene defeated, and thirtie of his men (lain by Ruthven ) 
they would have it to bee thought that the Earle Douglas forfooth had 
an hand in it. But it is well that our Writers fay, it was but thought 
fo ? and thought it had beene faid foby his enemies, there is noneceflU 
tie to beleeve it was fo, for they had done him more wrong, and dealt 
more treacheroufly with him, then to make fuch a report for me , it 
foundeth not in my cares , that it had fo long a foote, or that John Gorme 
could not doe fuch a thing without the Earle of Douglas, or that the 
Earle Douglas would meddle with fuch a matter. This I thinke, that in 
his owne bounds he would fuffer none to acknowledge the Governours, 
which was his Uncles courfe, as we heard, feeing he was himfelfe to bee 
onfwerable for them. It was his fathers way alfo (though more coldly ac- 
cording to his naturall difpofition) as may bee gathered of that which is 
faid, that he repreffed not theeves, though he entertained them not; which 
is as much as to fay, as he was not Authour, or occafion of their theft, yet^ 
he being no Magiftrate himfelfe,and others having taken the government 
upon them, he would let thembeare the weight of their owne charge in 
executing thereof, and would not help them therein by reftrainingany. 
And that fo much the rather, becaufe having murthered his Nephew, he 
could not with credit employ himfelfe to eafethem of their burthen by 
hisaffiftance : he did them no hurt, he could not with honour do them any 
good. So hee lets them alone, doing to them neither ill nor good, then 
which I thinke he could not do leffe. And where juft caufe of enmity was, 
how could it be more modeftly ufed i Except they would have had him 
(after fuch a vilanous fa&)to go creeping under their feet(as we fay)which 
the meaneft man will not doe after the fmalleft injurie . And even 
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where there is nor injoty, unlefle men reape fome benefit, they will fuffef 
others to do their owne part, and not help them, where they have noin- 
tereft either as belonging to their charge, or from whence they may ga- 
ther fome profit. 

It is true, he ondy could doe that (ervice, and there was no ability in 
them that had the Charge, but he was not obliged to fupply their inability: 
•and why ihould they havetaften on them? or why fhould the States( which 
I thinke did not, but that it was done by faction) have laid it upon them, 
that were not able to difeharge it ? This wasnot wifely done, and it is the 
rvery point of the errour in the Eftates (To called) and the ground of all the 
inconveniences that fell out, for they chofemen that had not power to 
difeharge the Office, and fuch as had, did let them do it alone •, and with- 
*11 (perhaps) difdained their preferment, as being without merit* for wee 
fee no merit in them by true vertue ; hereon arofe difeontents , then 
grudges, then croffings, then Warnings, .and reproaching in words and 
deeds, growing at lift to an open eninitie. Of fuch great importance is it, 
to make right choice of men for employments. And fuch wifedome is 
reqoifite in the choofers (bee it Eftates, be it Princes ) not to follow affe- 
ction, butto confider worth and ability rightly,and to employ acCording- 
ly:which if it be not done,itcarrieth with it infinite inconveniences, &haih 
troubled many Eftates, yea, ruined them 3 and it mud needs be fo. Happy 
State, happy Prince, yea, happy he whofoever, that having* neceffity to 
imploy others (as who bath not) imployeth according to reafon, and not 
affedtion, or hath his affections ruled by reafbrt ! Which if hee doe not, it 
fhall difgrace theimployer, breed difdainto him that is imployed, and 
bring contempt upon both, which will burft out with occafion, and not 
long be curbed, and kept in, thought it lurke for a time. 

It may bee this Earle of Douglas hath gone further then his father in 
, {bowing bis contempt of thefe jurtice-bearers. It may be hee hath borne 
with the Bordermen,and been more flack in repreffing of them, (for his 
father repreded them, though not enough) becaufe hee had intention to 
imploy them-, being more fenfible of thewrortg done to bisCoufins,& had 
a greater eye to revenge it, and therefore was loth to controule thefe men 
offetvice, further then the mere neceffity of his place did require at his 
bands, whereof the rule (in the eyes of the people) was to fave all men 
from that mifery as farreas he cduld.* in his owne eyes, the rule which he 
propounded to himfelfe, it was to protect his friends and dependers 5 and 
for his adverfaries, to rejoy ce perhaps at their fmart, if not to procure it : 
as for neutmlls, to leave it to the Magiftrate toreldredc what is amide, not 
perceivingbythat mean, he doth more hurtthe Countrey, then his ene- 
mies, and wounds his owne credit more then their reputation : and there- 
fore! he loft more by fumifhirtg them with fome ground of obloquie, 
offendingthe people and honeft men, then he gained by the hurt of his ad-* 
verfartes, or favour of broken men. Nothing is more popular, yea nothing 
is more profitable themjuftke, f % all Writers j not to mean and private 
men onely, who incurre the danger of law by injuftice, but even to great 
men, even to Princes, who if they Incurrendt the danger of lawes, being 
placed above the reach thereof, yet doe they lofethe mod: profitable in- 
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ftrument of all their a&ions, by which they mud needs worke, and with- 
out which they cannot, the hearts of men: It feareth me, too many think 
it enough to have their hands, to have their bodies at commandjbut let no 
man thinke he can have their bodies, if hee have not their hearts : neither 
their heart, if hee have it not indeed, in a high nleafure of afiedion. Who 
hath no meafure of afFedion, can have no adion of the body to any pur- 
pole, and a flacke affedion produceth but a flack adion, as it hath ever 
proved. So chat in efled, policy hath that chiefe objed to worke on the 
affedions of men, and that not to deceive, or force them ( for neither of 
thefe can worke well and long.) Neither is it lufficient that a man fee not 
a prefentevill, as a Prince a prefent infurredion, a great manaprefent' 
Ioffe of his followers, and favourers (which falleth out fometime, but not 
alwayes.) Oftentimes it is like a canker, working by peece-mealc, infenfi- 
bly,ffom degree to degree upon the affedions, til it hath confummaced the 
worke of difgrace of the party it feazeth on, and winded their favours out 
of the hearts of men. As commonly mens adions that procure it are of 
the fame fort, not all in an inftanc, or at onetime, but one ungracious fad 
cometh after another, and another again upon theneckeofthat, andfo 
forth. This therefore is fo muchthe more diligently to be taken heed of, 
and efehewed in the beginning -, or if any errour efcape,to be taken up and 
recompenfed by amendment, orfome other giatefull adion importing as 
much favour, as the errour did difdain : neither muft the affedions of men 
befufferedtocoole, languid, and to bee eaten up at unawares, tillatlaft 
they utterly decay and perifh. 

Thus(we may fee here)he hath not been well advertifed by thofe of his 
houfe of Douglas, which before were the moft efteemed, the beft belo- 
ved, and favoured univerfally almoft by the whole Countrey. But now, 
while as they would trouble the Govemours, and let their inability bee 
feen, and for that end either beare withtheeves, or fuffer them, they are 
not aware, that by this mean they fuffer an ill opinion of themfelves to 
creep into mens minds, and that love of the people to diminifh by peece- 
meal, for the fpace now of three or foure mens lives. And whereas they 
were wont with their heritage to fucceed to a generall favour of the peo- 
ple, now on the contrary, they fucceed to a grudge, and ill opinion, and 
fo an univerfall diflike, which at laft hath done away all that wonted love, 
and turned it into hatred •, which did jgreatly advance and further the plots 
of their enemies againff them, and made that tHeir greatnefle odious, that 
was accuffomed to be favoured. It is very true.that the men againft whom 
he fet himfelfe, hadufed no good means, abufed there Offices, abufed 
their Countrey, and the name of the King, and Common- wealth for their 
owne particular * yet he fhould not have ufed ill means, no not againft ill 
men-, and the bare name of authority is of weight in the eyes of men, as 
the name of theft odious-, from any countenancing whereof. Noblemen 
fhould be farre, as alfo from feeming to rife againft any manner of Autho- 
rity, though Authority bee* put even in mean mens hand$,as thefe were* 
chiefly when the oppofers of Authority can make no other end appeare, 
but their own private,and that blotted with the enormities of.broken men: 
yet what (hall be given to a juft anger ? what unto the time ? what unto 
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youths all theft plead pardon, if not approbation-. The rather for chat he 
taketh up himfelf from thac fort of doing, fo foone as hee can get a right 
' King, to whom he might have acceSTe, and to whom he might yceld with 
honour which was ere long. 

The next yeare, 1444. the King taketh the government on himftlfe di- 
redly. Thither immediately the Earle Douglas concludeth to addreSTe 
himfelfe, and by all good means to obtain his favour $ to fatisfie the peo- 
ple, to fatishe all men that were offended, and fully to change that courfc 
he had before followed. Certainly repentance is worth mifdeed : and it 
may bee feen, that the force of enmity hath driven him into thefe faults, 
which as foone as he can, he layeth afide. So coming with a great compa- 
ny to Stirlin, he deales with the King by the intercelhon of fuch as were 
about him *, and finding that he was appealed, goeth on, and puts himftlf 
and his eftate in his Princes will, partly purging himfelfe of the crimes 
pad;, partly confessing them ingenioufiy $ ana telling him, that what ever 
eftate he mould have from that time forth, hee would owe it to the Kings 
clemency, and not aferibe it to his owne innocency .* That if the King 
would be contented to be Satisfied by good Offices, hee would endeavour 
not to be (hdrt of any in fidelitie, observance, diligence, and good will to- 
wards him : That in repreffing and punilhing of theeves (whofe a&ions his 
enemies laid upon him) there Ihould no man bee more ftvere, nor more 
careful! : That he was come of a houfe that was growne up, not by doing 
injuries to the weaker,but by defending the weaker and common people of 
Scotland by arms.Certainly a true conclusion, & undeniable by his, great- 
eft enemies.But I have thought good to let downe all as it was conceived: 
for whether there was any fault or not, his fubmiffion was great, ancThis 
repentance Sufficient to purge it whatfoever it were. Such is his refpeft to 
his foveraigne Prince 5 and fuch the force of authority rightly placed in 
the due owner thereof. And fuc^i was alfo the force of truth in his Speech, 
that the King, understanding that it was true in his predeceSTour, and ho- 
ping it would be true in himfelfe, moved alfo by the private commenda- 
tion of his Courtiers, not onely paSfed by, and forgave what ever had 
been amiSTe in his life before, but alfo received him into his moft inward 
familiarity, and did communicate unto him the Secrets of his counftll .* 
Neither was the Earle unworthy thereof for his part, but behaved him- 
felfe fo well, that within a Short time hee acquired the favour of the King 
byobedience *, of his Courtiers,and fervants,by liberalitie, and of all men 
by gentleneSIe, courtefie, and modeftie, and put the people in hope that he 
Would prove a meeke and fober-minded man. 

The wifer fort doubted (fay our Writers) whither fo fudden a change 
w6uld tume. But why Should wee thinke it a change < or if it were a 
change, it was very caSuall,very apparent, and nothing to be wondred at : 
for it is this in effe<ft : he had been untoward to baft men, why Should 
he npt yceld to his King ? hee had (lighted the Shadow of authority in 
them, why Should he not acknowledge and reverence the beamesofitin 
his Prince? he had beene froward to his enemies, why not gentle to his 
friends ? he had fought to make them fmart that wronged him, . why not 
cheriSh thofe that did him good offices ? he had warred on them,that had 
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watted againft him : why fhould hee not kcep.friendfhip with thofc 
who kept friendfhip with him ' certainly, there arc not changes, nei- 
ther of nature, nor of manners, but are commonly ( wee fee ) in one 
and the fame nature, and proceed from one and the fame caufe, which 
is greatnefle of courage, and regard of due honour. The greater de- 
fpifer of bafenefle, the greater reverence of true greitncflc, the greater 
repiner again ft compulfion : the gentler and calmer being ufed cour- 
teously : the harder enemy, the fiuchfuller and Tweeter friend : fo that 
wee may fufpeft thefe mens wifedome, that did fo farm miftake his true 
courage, and accounted that a change, which was but a continuation of his 
inbred difpofition. 

Two men are defigned to have taken fray at the matter, whofe confid- 
ences were guilty of What they had deferved : Alexander Levmgjltm, and 
William Creighton, not for the change of his manners, but fbrthechange 
of his credit. They had traiteroufly flain three innocent Noblemen, his 
two Coufins, and CMakolme Fleming. They had kept himfelf back from 
his Prince, and his Prince from him, and were fory that ever they fhould 
have met in a friendly fort. They would have been glad to have blowne 
the bellowes of difTention, to have irritated the one, and mifinfbrmed the 
Other, made their owne quarrell the Kings, and fo have caufcd the King 
and Countrey to efteem of it. They were now difappoinced of that, and 
the Harle had accede to informe the* King of their mil demeanour in thek 
Office, and to move him to call them in queftion for it. They knew hee 
would remember the wrong done to his Coufins : they knew how Unable 
they were to anfwer fbr many of their fa&s ,and therefore they retire them- 
ftlves from Court : Levingjnn to his owne houfe Creighton to the Caftle 
of Edinburgh which hee had ftill in his keeping. Neither was the Earle 
Douglas negligent inthis oecafion, that was thus offered to feefce juftice 
by law and by juftice, to be avenged of his enemies for the wrong done by 
them againft law. Wherefore he diligently informed the King from point 
to point, of their misbehaviour in their Office: how they had abufed him, 
abufed his rents to their owne private ufe, and moved him to call them to 
an account thereof, whereupon being fummonedto a certain day, they 
durft not comperr-, but to let a faire face on the matter, they anfwcred by 
Procuratours,or by letters : “ That they were ready to give an account of 
Xt their government, that they had beene very carefull of the King and 
u Countrey, defired nothing fo much «s to give on account thereof before 

equall Judges. But for the prefent, when the minds of men were pre- 
“ occupied with the favour of their enemies, and all accede clofed with 
u armed men, the King behoved to pardon, that they did efthew not to 
u come to judgement, but to come in the danger of their deadly enemies, 
« c and keep their lives for better times : when the Captain of theeres,be- 
<c ing removed from the Kings fide ( which they had of times done be- 
rt fore) they would approve their mnocency to the King and all honeft 
“ men. 

Thefe reproaches,andbwgs touched, and were meant oft he Eark Dou* 
glas. Him it was they called Captain of chetves, becaufe of the border 
men, of whom many were his followers. That they removed him often 
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before was idle boaftingrfor he had abftainedto come .to theKing,fo long 
as the King was in their cuftody, fo long as he was in the Caftle of Edin- 
burgh, where they might have murthered him, as they did his Coufins : 
That he was their enemy, he denied not, and had juft caufe fo to be : but 
to take that excufeirom them, he gave them affiirance he fhould not pro- 
ceed agaiaft them any wayes, , but by order of law ; and offered for that 
purpofe to goe from Court, till they lhould come to it in fafetie. And to 
meet their reproach ( of captain of theeves) and their boafting of the juft 
adminiftration of their Offices, hee was ready to prove that they them- 
felvcs were theeves, that they had ftollcn the Kings revenues, and di- 
ftributed to their friends, and converted them to their owne particular 
ufe^uid that they had traiterouflyagainft juftice murthered his Coufins, 
whereof he befought the King to grant him juftice * and fo a new charge 
was given out, and another day appointed for them to compeir. Which 
being come, and they not compeiring, they were denounced rebells, in 
a Convention kept at Stirlin the fourth of November, and their goods 
and moveables confifcated. 

Thereafter John F or rtjler of Corftorphin (a depender of the Earle 
Douglas) is fent with a power of men, to intromet with their goods * 
who having received their houfes, fome he razed, tome he manned with 
new forces, and provifion : and fo without refiftance he returned, laden 
with great fpoil. Hee was fcarce retired, when Creighton affembled his 
friends and followers fofuddenly as none could imagine, furrowed the 
lands of Corftorphin, together with the lands of Strabrock, Abercom, 
and Black-nefle,and amongft other goods, he drave away a race of mares, 
that the Earle Douglas had brought from Flanders, and were kept in A- 
berconi) doing more harme then he had received. This may feem ftrange 
to any man. neither do our Hiftories fufficiently cleare it, either where he 
got thefe forces, or whither hecarried the goods. They infinuate, that he 
was aided and aififted under-hand by Bilhop Kennedy and the Earle of 
Angus and Morton. Angus was the Kings Coufin germain,fonne to his 
fathers lifter, and by her, brother to the Bilhop : Morton had married the 
Kings owne lifter. Butofthefe, theBilhops power lay beyond Forth 5 
(for he was Archbilhopof Saint Andrewes) and the Earle of Angus fur* 
ther (beyond Tay) : fo it is hard to conceive, either how they could fud- 
denly aftemble to their folks, or that they could conveene many ( except 
fuchas K^ingus had on the South fide of Forth in Liddifdale , Jedward 
Forreft, and Bonkle j likewife CM ortons lands and friends were ( moft 
part) on the fame fide of Forth ) to make afiiftance againft the Earle 
Dougin*. But how ever apparantly , they did it' not openly . and this, it 
was againft order, againft authority, and againft Law .* and if the Earle 
Dougin* had done it , it would affiiredly have been called an open Rebel* 
lion againft the King, theft, oppreftion, prefumption, arrogancie , info- 
lencie, and faiftion , as we heard it was before, when he cpntemned the 
Govemours onely, and as it Will be called ( perhaps) hereafter. If 
men alledge , that the King was guided with the Earle Douglas counfell, 
and his nameufed to a particular onely : tell me ( I pray you ) was there 
ever any thing more formally than this againft Creighton? And if the 
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Earld Douglas his particular was in it , what then ? how mahy a&ioris of 
juflrice' are otherwifedone without in (ligations of private men < with- 
out the mixture of cheir caufe? without their particular fuiring f and 
particular infilling i and if it belawfull to any to feefc jnftice forhisowri 
particular , the Eafle Houghs his particular was fuch,afcj«wy welltwcalne 
him to infill in'? the wrong fo manifeft , , the number lovileandttai-* 
terous. And if that which is done againll the lawes Ihsll hot bedtcotopr-i 
ed wrong, nor efteemed to touch the King, becaufeparties have their 
particular in that law, none -or few things lrallbe accounted to'be dona 
agairtft the king, or againll law $ for there isalmofr ever fome particular 
joynedtand the fame hath’been and wil be the Earle Douglas his cafe.Thii 
therefore cannot be accounted innocencife; yea no ldletHertopen ! vio^ 
lence,an'd plaine rebellion , and preemption againll the Earle , datlaow 
with jullice and lawes , and againll the king as protedltftyand Patron of 
jultice. No marvellthen if the Earle Douglas was offended herewith;both 
for his owncaufe, whom the Ioffe touched fo neere,and. for fuch mawifel I 
contempt of the King, and if therefore he feeke to be avenged thereof! 

But tliere was a dinerent forme to bfe ilfed , according to the different 
a&ourc; of which we fee there are two forts, Creighton and Eevingftort 
were dpenenemies, open a&ours^ they them ft Ives obnoxious tothe krwj 
againll them the lato will flrike and fo he proceeded with them- : He be- 
fiegefe openly Creighton in the Cattle of Edinburgh, ahd no qiteftkXihe 
had taken fwm him before whaifoever was without it. The others, not 
open enemies , and a&ours therhfelves*, they were bucfecret ttSihers up; 
abettets , - and afliftra of his enemies •, and among them Bifhop Kemedie 
was the chiefe plotter and devifer -, the law could nor well behadagafnft 
him * He mull be met with in his owne way, he had donebefides theiaw, 
he mutt be met with befides the law : he had done difadvowedly , hd 
mutt be met with difkdvowedly, Therefore he writes to the Earld of 
Crawford } who with o/ lexander Oglebee of Irinerwharitle gathered a ; great 
hoatt, entred, life, and without refiftance fpoiled the Bilhops lands, either 
becaufe they could not gcthimfelf, or becaufe they had a greater minde 
to theBootie, then to the quarrell. The Bifhop ufing bis own weapon si 
curfeththem-, but they made fmaifreckofling of hiscurfds.Nevefthelefle 
fhortly after there fell variance between Crawfords eldeft ferine (the mallei' 
of Cratiford ) and 1 the Oglebees about the Bailliarie of? Arbroth : fofthe 
Monks Had given it from the Matter to Innferwhaiitie , and hereupon 
having aflembled their forces on both fides , they were readie to fight it 
out. Butthe Earle of Crawford ( having gottdn advertilementj came into 
the flelcfto have compofed the bufines, and traded they Would hftVdre- 
fpeded hirriiand not have offered him any violence, he entred in between 
the two parties-, where having flayed hisfonnes comp3nie $ he Was go- 
ing overtolpeak with thtOglebees to have brought matters to aparlee, 
and treatie. Inthemeanetimeonethat neither knew whit he was , nor 
•Miat-his intent was, runnes at him with a fpear and flayds him : hereup- 
on the battells joyfling the viblorie fell to the Matter pfCrawford , there* 
being 50O. flaine of the Ogle bees fide, K^Utxamkr ogieb itrtakert , and the 
Earle of timly elcaping onViorsbacfc- This vi<a®«rw3$ obtained 1 
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dwflybythe vaiburof ttteCliddildale men, of whom the Esli-fe Dou- 
glas had lent about roo to aflift the Matter of Crawford. ThisMaftet 
of CraWfortf wasnow Earle (his farheu being flaihe^and was called'Earle- 
*>wra^/>f whovnJ chore will; be mention made hereafter, hebeing that'Eafl' 
with whom DtragJas is faid to have tinrred' into league -, thoiighwe fee 
tHefeWs friendfhip betwixt them now , die Earles Ladle Beatrix tag 4 
fitter daughter of the houfe of Cranford, befides the old friendship chat? " 
had been ( eveT/Ince the firit Earles rime ) betwixt the two hoiifes: 

■ Ihthe meantime she liege of the Cattle of Edinburgh ■ ( where Creigh- 
ton waslhut up) h&d’ now continued fome fix or fevm riiOrteths , from % * 
thefifldftof July- (fs appesreth) ufttothebegiririingof February in the' 

# next year : fortfoere beinga Parliament caillbd, to be held at Perth; it was? 
rerhoved to Edinburgh , that the liege might not be interrupted, and fatd 
down in the beginning of February 144^. The liege laftcdtwo or three 
moneths after, which makes in all forhe nine moneths, or thereby : at lalfc 
both parties ( the befieger and the belieged ) being wearied , the Cattle' 
was ftirltndred to the King , on condition that C&ightott fiiould be par- 
doned for all his offences which He had committed agairtft the King , and 
fiiould be fuffered to depart life fafe , Which Was granted unto him Our 
Writersterm them the offertCes which he Was faid to have committed 
agairtft the King : As' if they fliould fay , There was no offerice indeed 
done totheKirig: And more plainly a little after , as in all contention, 
he Who is moft fttong would feernto be moft innocent : which fayihgs atd 
to be juditiOufly cOnfi dCred ', arid- accurately weighed, whereof vte have 
fpoken before r But if they will nCeds have it fo , we will not be’ content 
tiOUs; Thus CrtigktM, not lb ihuch hurt, as terrified, efchped duc'punilh- 
merit by meanes of the Cattle, which could not eafily be taken 1 , but by 
competition. Whether this ; was through’ the impatience of the Earle 
JXmgl/ts , that would not take leafure to wait cn the liege, until! they 
fhould have been forced to yOeld for want of viCftials Or whether 
Creigbton\tiXh had lorne leCret friends at Court, who did make ufirofthis 
pccafion to work his fafetie , there is no merit fort. Bit Leyingfkbnt leapt 
notfo dry-fliod, being no lefie guilty of his Coiifiris itfurtbcr. The 
Earle had bent his j uftirfd lgriation again ft him aifo , and caufed lummon 
him to the Parliament of Edinburgh, together With his Ions , zparnes add 
Bobir t Levirtgfoni (this Robirt bad been Thefturer) and David Levittg* 

Jiori his Cotflm : Mis friends alfo, Robert Bfttci of Atth . with JatMts and 
Robert Dundafjes. The Lord Levingflott himfeif , With the two Dtardaffes, 
were conviCf, forfeited, and condemned to perpetual! prifon in.tlrc Cattle 
Of Dkimbarton. The Other three - , zfaMtSyZhd' Robert his fons, arid<D*v/d 
bis ; Coufin , and Bruce alfo, were execute : What the crimeswbre that 
were laid to their charge, whereof this difference of puflilhment did acifei 
it is not written, either’by the’ oldor lfte’ HiftorianSi This appears-, that 
it hath beCrr no particular of thtt'Earte’ Dtupla* ( of which the lather waS 
moft guiltie ). and that their PrOceffe hath not been gaided and ruled by 
hint y rtof framed according to his fpleen , which would have aimed 
tnottt at the old mart ; as aoceflacy to' the death- of his> Coufms ,. whereai 
we fee heefcapes with imprifbnjAent odei^ r : His fort's are hardlier -ufed', 
s . being 
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being put to death : So that it muft needs have been for fome other crime^ 
whereof the aft s of Parliament that are extant in print makes no mention, 
or particular relation, as the forme is-, and James Levingjton iiniis fpeech ar 
bis death purgeth himfelf, as free of all true crime,what by being innocent 
of fome,& having obtained a remiffion of others-,yet hementions notw hat 
was alledgcd againft him-, wherefore we muft leave it as uncertaine. Some 
conjefture, that it was for keeping of fome caftles,and ftrong houfes, and 
not rendring them to the King being fummoned , againft an aft of Parli- 
ament made [by Creighton [before , by which aft Creighton alfo himftjlfe 
r was forfeited afterward but we know no ground for that opinion. They 
alledged alfo another aft (which only is extant ) the other not being ex- 
tant ( and may feeme to found fomething that way ) made inthefecond 
Parliament, in the yearc 1488. againft the re-fetting of rebells incaftles;* 
which imports no keeping of houfes after they be charged, or fumroonedto 
render by the Kings officers-,but only commands.to arreft their perfons,or 
to take furety,and baile for them that they do no harme ; Neither is there 
anvpenaltie ( much lefle forfeiture^ annexed thereto^only it (ayes,they 
fhall be forced and conftrained to do it.This execution of the Levingftons 
is caft into the yeare 1447. ( after that Queen tMarie, the Duke of Ghel- 
</frjDaughter was married to thelking J at which time it is faid,that Creigh- 
ton was alfo forfeited, notwithftanding he had been Embafladour in pro- 
curing and making that marriage. The caufe of his forfeiture is given out 
to be the keeping of the caftle of Creighton when it was f ummoned and 
charged by an Herauld of armes, according to,& by vertue of the fame aft 
forfaid:But we have already fpoken of that aft ,and we finde no mentionof 
onyParliamentthatyear.Neither from the year 1443 .until the year 1449. 
wherein he (houldhave been forfeited. And this we obferve,that judgment 
may be adhibited inthe reading of thofe, and fuch like things, however 
Creighton thus dafhed,the Levingftons fome executed, fome imprifoned, 
forfeited, and condemned, there feemed to be fome compenfation of f the 
murder of his Colins, alfo their affifterBifhopAVw^/r received his part,fo 
it is faid that he had much ado to lave himfelf, by leaving his goods a prey 
> to them that pleafed to take them. 

Thele things are imputed to the Yxx\t : Dougl*s as faults : why I cannot 
tell,unlefle we require of him that exaft philofophicall difpolition , to be 
free from all humour of revenging, which few have brought with them 
that have been converfant in the affaires of State , or common wealth. 
No not thefe who have been accounted as Philofophers, and that very 
precifc ones,fuch were both the Catoes , whole commorfordinary courfe 
was to be avenged of their enemies by publick accufations , and pun* 
fute of law: wherein if there be a fault,let there be no law, that permitts ir, 
yea that allowes it, and exhorts unto it 5 it is recorded of Cato called 
Cenforins, that having met a young man in the ftreet, who had accufed his 
fathers enemie , and gotten him condemned, hecherilhedhim and em- 
braced him , faying , It was fane better [0 to celibrate the funerall of his 
father with the teares and condemnation of his adverfaries , than to facri - 
fee with kids and Lambes . It is natural! to men to relent injuries ,* and 
as naturall to leek the repairing of them $ and he is excufed who recomr 
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penfesa wrong received-, and he is accounted alfo juft who does it byorder 
and modeftie , that hath patience to kite it , and abide the delayes of a 
Court-fute, it being a mean to purge blood out of the land. Neither does 
eitherPhilofophie,or Religion forbid it btit^by the contrary ^commands & 
allowcs it. Only the caution is, that the minde of tire purfuerbe voide of 
malice, and his tyefet upon juftice: of which intention the fearcherof 
hearts can only be the competent judge. If feme Imperfe< 5 Hons,and Weak- 
neffe of nature do mingle with the action * we muft not alvvayes for that 
either utterly rejett the adtion , or condemne the authour. But We muft 
acknowledge that as right*Which is right * and pardon the imperfe&ion. 
Which none Wantes. We muft not exclaime againft It as if It were no* 
thing but partialitie : Nor againft the doer, as meerly vindictive, cheifely 
in a raft fo very enormous , as themulthering of his Coflhs was> Where- 
fore if we (hall without partialitie in our felves confider this whole pur- 
fuit, and give it the right name, we {hall call it kiridnefleto his ftinfmen: 
equitie, juftice ,mcdeftie, and patience 4 rit her than Wrong and malice * and 
praifehimfor his kindnefl'e , and faithfultteffe in friend (hip in revenging 
their quarrells, Which hath been his very inclination, as will appears here- 
after yet not only this his juft putluite , but every thing that fell out in the 
countrie is laid upon him to brand him: as the {laughter of tfmes Stuart 
by the Boydts , and the like .* the taking Of the (fettle of Hales by Patrick 
Dumbarre, which he is laid to have taken, and killed the keeper thereofrbe- 
caufe the Lord Haiti had then received the Qgietl mother into the Caftle 
of Dumbarre: who had fled hitherto efchew the troubles Of the times. 
The Earle Douglas within a few dayes after got the caftle of Halts 
againe , on condition to fuffer the faid Patrick Ditfnbdr ahd his meh to de- 
part with their lives fafe.Likcwife he is laid to have COHftraincd Sir faints 
Stuart (theblacke knight of Lome) Who had ittafied the Queen mother, 
to goe out of the countrie, upon fome fpceches Uttered by the faid Sir 
&at*ts againft the ill government of the affairs of the kingdom: But ngitht t 
is kfet down what the words were, neither What (Oft Of COnftrairtt Was 
ufed towards him. This Sir famts as he was failing into France, his 
{hip was taken by the Flemings , and he himfelf died fOOtte after. 

The next year ( which was 1448 ) there fell out warm With England, 
and incurfions made .on both fides by the Borderers : where the Earle 
Dowlas began again after fo long ah itttenriHfidhfto Wit from theentrieof 
King ^4wwthc firftin the yeare 1423. the fpace of twenty five years) to 
take upon him the managing of the Warre * Which his noufe had ever 
done, and he now alfo difchatging with honour* and following the foot- 
ftepsafhis predeceflours^forDumfreis being bUrfitbythe Earle df ShreUf- 
burie ( or Salisburie ) Darnbar fpoiled.by the Earle of Northumberland* 
garnet Douglas (the Earles brother) burnt ArtWickm England, where ha- 
ving gotten great ftore of bootie , and many pfifenets* as the others had 
done in Scotland, being almoft eqtmll,tfte & prifoners goods, dtWere chan* 
ged byconfent & agreement ofthecapcams.BUt this was onlyfi final laflay 
before a greater matter r which followed this fame yearns fhoiild ftem, yet 
there was feme ceffation for a While 4 find trtlce taken for feven years. In 
which time the Earle who ( as we fee ) was fo zealous in prolec tiling the 

* revenge 


Digitized by L^OOQle 



i jz Of William fain in Stirling Cajlle, 

revenge of the wrong done to hisCofins,(howes another propertie no lefle 
commendable, which is to be as kind and forward to advance his friends 
as he had been to quell his enemies. 

For the fame year James Dumbar ( Hollinfbed calles him J-ohn ) Earle 
of Murray being dead , firft he obtaines the forefaid Earles daughter (who 
wasNeece toKing Robert the fecond by his daughter)for his third Brother 
i^irchbatit-, then the title of Earl of Murray from the King * notwithftand- 
ing that (he whom his brother had married was but the youngeft fifter, 
the elder being married before her fathers death unto tfamcs Creighton , of 
whom the houfe of Fcnderet is defcended * how it came that he was pre- 
ferred before Creighton , who married the elder fifter $ whether becaufc 
the titles of Earles do not go by fucceflion unto the heirs of Line,but by 
the pleafure of the Prince , and that he had more court then Creighton , or 
whether there was fome refpeft alfo had to the kinred, or what ever caufe 
there were of it , it gave matter of fpeechto his enviers , and toourhif- 
tories it hath furnifhed matter of Cenfure, as a wrong done to the eider 
fifter,to whom they think it belonged: he obtained alfo his fourth brother 
Hugh to be made Earle of Ormond * and his fifth brother $ohn to be Lord 
of Balvenie, and Baron thereof, with many rich,and fruit hill lands. In 
which adtions of his, when men can finde no ground of alledging that he 
did any wrong , they blame him as immoderate in augmenting too much 
the greatnefle of his houfe. 

Wherein I cannot butpraife his kindnefte and carefuinefTe , in prefer- 
ring of his friends by all lawfull meanes , which is a dutie ftandcth 
withwifdom, and a right wifdom : neither was it ever, or can it be ever 
juftlydifcommended, where there is no injurie committed. Whereas, 
not to do it ( if a man be able ), and not to feem to do fo, proceeds either 
of carelefnes , or that which is worfe,wickednefle,felfie love, and in fome, 
envifulnefle. and malignity, even to their owne friends. Which kind of 
doing, deferves no commendation, when it is but carclefiiefle, farre lefle 
when it is done of malice : laft of all, when men doe not onely not labour 
to advance their friends, but even endeavour to keep them under, by a 
point of wifedome which they thinke very deep, thatthey may remain 
fervants to them $ fearing that if they come to any preferment , they 
would not be fo ready to ferve them, and might perhaps grow up above 
them. This humour,as it is malignant, and an ill difpofition, fo it is no 
great good wifedome , whatfoever fubtilty it may (eem to have in it • for 
they advert not, that they hinder them, who would ftand them in ftead, 
and cut themfhort in power to be fteadab le to them, and fo cut down the 
props of their owne (landing, and (uch as would fupport them in their 
need & neceflity. And while they feare that their friends out- drip them, 
they give place and matter to their enemies to overtop them both. 
"Now the feare which they apprehend of their friends negle&ing their 
duetie to them, is very farre off, and if ever it come to pafle, it (hould nod 
be envied, providing that kindnefte remain among them, though they 
(hould grow greater then they* and howbeit they anfwered not our expe- 
dition in kindnefte (except it were joyned with extremitie of wicked- 
nefle, and perhaps not then neither J ought we to repent, or repine i it s be- 
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ing much more tolerable then to bee overmatched by an enemy, as it of- 
ten falleth out, and can hardly choofe but fall out, when a houfe ftand- 
eth alone by it felfe, having no honeft member thereof to underprop 
and uphold it. Befides, while men thus feeke to make their friends al- 
together fervile to them, their friends perceiving it ( as it can hardly 
but bee perceived, what ever cunning bee ufed to cover it) arethelother 
to ferve •, as mens nature is, in whom love- fervice ( queftionlefle ) is the 
beft : yea, onely fruitfull fervice. And therefore they will either re- 
pine the more, or withdraw themfelves altogether, if they bee of any 
fpirit ; and if they bee not, their fervice is not worth having. So thac 
menlofe even their fervice ( which they fo effed ) and fometimes turn 
it by unkindnefTe, into unkindlinefle and enmitie, which hath ever been 
found by experience : neither did ever any houfe flourilh fo well, or any 
man in any houfe, as when they concurred with one minde to a mutuafl 
helpe one of another : and ' none ever profpered fo well , as hee, who 
ufed and (hewed his care ( not to keepe backe bis friends, or to negled 
them ) but to advance them , and take their bufinefle to heart as his 
owne. 

This is a true patterne of kindneffe, and no lefle of true wifedome, 
howfoever men may fubtillize as they pleafe, which is ferioufly , and 
fincerely followed by our Earle Douglas , and deferveth both commenda- 
tion and imitation. Neither will it bee found that this is it which did 
him hurt, but (queftionlefle) made him ftrong, and not eafie to bee med- 
led with, and fo difficult that thejncould get no other mean to overthrow 
him, but that which they ufed, unto which they were forced, and of 
which, conftraint is the onely excufe, as we (hall fee where hee is (lain. 
Therefore, to fay his greatnefle was the caufe of his wrack, is more fub- - 
tie, then folid *, even as it may be faid ( in fome fort ) that a mans riches 
are the caufe of his throat being cut by robbers, and that a mansvertues 
and good qualities are oft times the caufe of his overthrow,which fhould 
not (for all that) beeefehewed. But (hall there then bee no moderation 1 
(will fome fay) and is it not fit, that Subje&s fhould keepe themfelves 
within fome certain bounds, that are not envious, or fufped to Princes? 
Moderation is good both in Prince and Subjed, and it were to bee wifh- 
ed that all would moderate their greatnefle, at leaft their appetite and 
defire of greatnefle : or if not that, yet fo that they would limit the 
meanes of attaining it, and the end for which they defire it •, and thac 
they would have that wife conference of Cyncas with Pyrrhus before 
their eyes, that they mighc lefle affed it, or lefle erre in affe&ing of it .* 
But where the end is good, and the mean right and lawfull, who craves 
further moderation, and limitation, whether in Princes, or Subje&s, of 
their Empire ( as ^/fugufhts) or of their greatnefle (as this Earle here 
and many others ) whatfoever -fhew it carry, and however Hifto- 
riesfpeake thereof, (befides their moderation that duety and religion re- 
quires)in fo farre as touches Policy, will be found but Sophiftry, and no 
good Policy, when it is well examined. In all this therefore wee can 
acknowledge no fault •, but on the contrary, kindenefle,effe<ftuall freind- 
fhip , and a due and provident wifedome in ftrengthening himfelfe 
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igaititf h itf dnemies, arid UridetyWppirig'luS houfe ffioft wifely, and) mod 
crfduthT^dHy'. 

\^hfcre'i$thtfn ; tth : fadW i’ ye will %,• arid wfoat Was flho; c&fecftftfe 
ruirfeY fot Wt firide he'dWfuittdiri theerid. Trudy Wtf rnufli noi-awcduw 
6f aft that' hive falfenythltthey halve faulted, efcaa fa stgreae-owow kf <sttt 
judgements, and fobcotttiriori, that by'firtdiwg fades iff othep^. w&rtfay 
be thbught the Wdeft yet it is- riot hard finds hfe feulc itf wee will b£- 

reidv'e'hte enemies fpeecheSfet doWne by our ffifeo'riaWS' 5 ; for though 
hfafrienri'sfekfe n6thmg,arid fee ribthirigf butfhfe greatwefle? (whists isbut 
d^iih feafe) hiSeriemi'e'S feeforchet Cals' ew^ieSdwrcpDiidter fig$iBcrt)iA 
faults, orWouldfeerrie coefpy ftrtther : in their fpeadv ywfhalt find) t 
foefe gfoflfe alricf lewd faults^ i»- Aft 1 unfatiafole cujwdtey ( awi then 
they explain iA What) irt aWarfce : 2. Theban iwfpwwtt Tynatvty, two 
great faults (T yrartriy and A Varied^ ftffiekmt fb bring, cfowne^. and 
as oft brought down Kings let be $nbje&Sv A nd that we itwynot chink 
that there was but artidfe difpofittotr M Ftirti, arid but a natural webnati- 
6ri, Which he' bridled, arid fnffered hot to de&brd f they (eH u$ (he efi&ffct 
of them. Of his 1 . avarice (and that unjuft, as all avarice is, if if bee 
pfdti&rfy dvarici ) lit fedftd ori NobkrMMs PMtinfbMts r bet hitoftffe by tarn, 
tMnhihbtit IdttS : 2 . Of frfafyraAriy atfd oppreffiori, Hi gdVi fhtPdfti - 

HtoHj df titexh inert di a pie) tdbis dep(ndets\ arid yet forthdf, 7km that 
tPlthflbbd hit flidfute, htt hdrtied it Cattfed Make them dtbdf kf thdWeSdnd 
bfiggafidi: hi nab Midi Herd HUH it the highefi hdfitHn* fitting thm in fht 
rborfus bf dhcltnt FdhtilieS. 1 fatty rtiarttyttkO a ffg0 word, CUftirig ofli* 
berfy it eofi him ao leffa then his life i Thefe faults indeed ate great ones, 
if they were true , arid foch as merited that their end (hould have been as 
it Was : th'efe ate indeed erfOUrS both Ih pbliefa Wtd hUffiMifie, iff pri- 
vate ffte'ri Of in Princes, iri ftiiall or great, ifl Whit ; $Vt9'Jferfbrt * flfld they 
Were Worthy to be detefted, ahd abhoitvinated by all ttieftj if they were 
1 1 iie, for dtir Authouts fay Hot that they were true . I fay again, if they 
were true exptelfely •, for they doe but report them as the voyee of his 
enemies, who did exaggerate things as envioufly as they could (as that 
amb'rigli other leeches of theirs) doth witnefte, Where they fay, That 
all the fichls if the Cbitrttrry Wete heaped ttpott brie Family 1 that then tttrt 
fo rhiny grtit fettles MdHarotis bf ibetn, that they had fo muth ptotr 4ttd 
f blende , that the felitg ttignld bkt by their licenfe, and court e fie at it Hitt. 
/LS for the Ailthours Owrie judgement hereof, (bolides What he faid bo- 
foie, that they were ampiyfted iri the molt odious manfter > hee fub- 
joynes thefe, and futh like lpeeches as thbfe> Many of t birH wtri true many 
he flies the frith, dith dttptrertted dbbi)e it, to proettte hatiid ittftii tkiDh Sb he 
leatfeS the judge rtlbrit uhttftaih, and tells riot what thirtgS were true, and 
what fa)fe arid ailgm'ehted, Which Wd Ought tb diftetiW arid fapftfate ( if 
it feeboMbl'e ) to make a right judgement : for this is indeed the craft 
of Ciiritrihy, tO tttihgle truth- With falfthbbd , that fOltWChitig being 
knowfie to be ttue,the reft may pane for fuch alfo.But Pfudeneie w ill lift, 
kna tepafate them, and WinnoW them ih a right judgement, both that 
which is true, ffom that which is 'ftlft,aud in every point taidagainft him 
fo much as it hath Of truth, from that ftlfehdbd is mingled with 
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it for Calumniators are excellent in their mixtures, and compofitions of 
truth and fallhood, fo that there is great attentiyeneffe required to diftin- 
guilh betwixt them, yet if we will attend to them, it may be they be dis- 
cerned. Let us then confider the particulars, and what particulars we find 
many ofthofetobetrue, let 11s acknowledge it 5 what is not fo, let us 
reje< 51 : as falie, and reckon amongft thofe that are but amplified, and aug- 
mented for envie : After which rule we (hall finde in e fifed the laft three 
to be thofe which arc mod true. 1 . The riches : 2 . The number : 3 .The 
puifiance ofthehoufe and name of Douglas. And yet not Ample true as 
they fet them downe, for they amplifie them alfo to ftirre envie, unlefie 
we interpret it favourably : for not all the riches of the Countrey , nor all 
the honour was in their hands, though there were more in theirs, then in 
any others at that time : yet there hath been more ( both riches and ho- 
nours) in the hands of fome other before •, for the Cttmmines are account- 
ed to have been greater, and that their power was beyond the Kings 
power: it was falfe, their power being but a dependant, andfubordi- 
nate, and could not be fuppofed to have been fo great, fo united ( though 
they were of one name) as was feen afterward. And however we find it 
was thought fo of before in the firft Earles time, vet he never ufed it to 
the Kings prejudice after that he was informed or his right, which was 
now outofqueftion: but thefe carry no fault in them. The reft which 
carry fault in them, the firft twoCavarice and tyranny) are to be tried by 
the effo&s : the third (taking to himfelfe the Noblemens Patrimony ) by 
law and b^fides law : what he did by law take from them, was not theirs* 
What befidcs law we heare of no inftance given : There is a fa<ft may feeni 
fo in the Earledome of Murray, which hetooke not to himfelfe, but to 
bis brother. Neither was that the Patrimony, but the Title and Digni- 
ty, of which we have fpoken already, and it was but a fmall peece of 
matter. The fourth and fifth (.his killing and robbing by theeves, and 
his dependers invading of other mens Patrimonies)are of the fame quali- 
ty, for we heare of no inftance bearing any wrong, Neither of the uxth, 
and feventh, advancing of new men wrongfully, or killing of men for 
free fpeeches. Andtruely railing of new men, and mean men was the 
thing that he and all his houfe did ever diflike very much, and was the 
ground of their difcord, with the Levingftons and with Creighton. And 
I hope no man will call his brother a new man. So that to be Ihort, when 
we have lifted them all, we fee nothing but falfehood, and calumnies, 
and aggravations to move envie, which makes it no truth : for a truth 
augmented or diminilhed, is no longer truth, though otherwifeit were 
true in fubftance. 

Wherefore leaving thefe fpeeches as the fpeeches of his enemies, that 
is to fay, for Calumnies (as they are called, and as they are indeed) wee 
will come to that which is of greater weight, andfollowes in the Au-' 
thours owne name, ^Animus per Je infolens, hee was of an inlolenc 
minde of himfelfe faith one, which being the judgement of one of 
the mod learned and judicious Writers, I will not conteft, but leave 
it in the middle, and foberly crave to have it weighed, that wee may . 
fee whether there bee any necelfitie to make us thinke fo or not, for 
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k is Hiftoridll onely, Which I riluflf thinke hee hath found in fa&as ha 
hath had ldifure, ana penifed his Hiftories* of which we are fcarce ; to 
wit, that he grew by fuccefle to that impotency of commanding his affir- 
<ftions, that he had his eares- clofedfrom the free admonitions of his 

friends. Nothing is more pernicious, nor is there a more certain prog- 
noftick of mine to follow, then when men are fo puft up with the opini- 
on of their owne wifedome, that they difdain and contemne to heare, and 
to weigh the judgement of others. Yet this that followesis an cfctreame 
high degree of it , that men might not diftcmble their minds in filence, 
to hold their peace at thofe things which they could not approve, was 
not fure nor fafe for them, which ought to be fafe for all men, to fay no- 
thing, and keep their minds to themfelves and God-, which no other man, 
n6 not a mans felfe can command altogether. He is obedient that obeyes 
in the reft : The minde is his that made it, and can fearch it, over which 
no man fhould ufurp. The caufe of all this ill followes •, the aboundance 
of flatterers, and giving earetothem: a naturall, but a peftiferous fault, 
naturall to all great men, andfmallin their owne kinde .• men are given 
to delight in what they beleeve,and to beleeve eafily moft good of them- 
felves, whom they love moft of any, and for aboundance of flatterers. 
Who wants them i Diogenes faid he had his owne Parafites, the moufe 
was if men failed ! yea, men never fail, and perhaps failed not him $ hee 
whom all the world flattered. King (^ilexander^ did he not flatter Di- 
ogenes fwhat was his fpeech to him but a flattery both of bimlelf and Di- 
ogenes ' or elfeanerrour concerning them both, when he faid. If I were 
not Alexander , I would be Dio^eties. So common is it, fo naturall is it, 
but notwithftanding, it is hurtful!, and to be avoyded,and the more care- 
fully to be taken heed of, the more common and the more naturall it is : 
he hath the faireftof the play, that is moft wary of it, and accounts it his 
greateft perfection, to know his imperfection-, and he is moft accomplifh- 
cd that beft knowes his defeats, and willies for helps, and knowes he hath 
need of them. Out of doubt thefe were enough to bring down more then 
one Earle of Douglas •, as for that which is further faid of him . His old 
enemies were dravvne to law to plead their caufe before the fame man, 
both judge and party, of whom many were fpoyled of their goods, fome 
of their lives-, fome to efehew the in juft judgement, tooke voluntary ex- 
ile unto them-, and that which is faid of their dependers, they overfhot 
themfelves, carelefTe of all judgements (becaufe none could contend with 
them in judgement) To all fort of licentioufnfcfte, robbing, and dealing 
holy things, profane things, and flaying them they could get their hands 
over: neither keeped they any bridle (ormeafure) in their wickednefte. 
Of all this concerning his dependers, being fo generally andalmoAhy- 
perbolically conceived .* I could wifh among lo many, that there had 
been fome inftance fet downe, that we might the better have knowne it, 
and difeerned it. This (I am fure ) cannot be without hyperbole : that they 
did commit fome gratuit wickednefte (that is,fuch as was for no good to 
them nor profit ) artd without gain,pleafure or profit, having no caufe in 
the world for them, but onely to keep their hands in ure of wickednefte, 
left being difaccuftomed from ill, fome honeft thought might come into 
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their ikrinde , chat might tame them from their wfckedneffe ami vile- 
neflc. So ftringe acortclafion would have had cteareand plame antece- 
dents , and not a few of theft. Iris hard to beleeve this upon any mans 
Word, chiefly fuch a one® lived not inthofc rimc3,nor was tn ey e wirndTe 
( as we fay ) of things who by fuch fpeeches would have us to conceive 
more then he eouldyor by any could beexpreffed in words. But what one 
mancouldonly gatheroutof HiftorieSyWemight alio have gathered by the 
fame Hiilorie, it he had named his Authors, or ftownethe way of his cdf- 
leding of it from thence. But there being no fbotfteps of fuch enormities 
in the HiCtories which we have, thtt can lead us to this, I know not if we 
be bound lo to reverence any mans perfon, as to receive k abfoluteiy.That 
which followes, is of the fame kinde, wherein the evils ofthofe times arc 
amplified. That it fell one well for Scotland that England had their owne 
civill wanes in tbofe dayes , ot herwife Scotland hadfunke under the bur- 
den. For firft their civill war res from this time (which was from 1444. tm- 
till i44S.ywere not great, and but fecretgrtidgingsonely. The commoti- 
on of Btuc-bt*rd was not untill 1449. and in Kent by $&kn Cide in 1450. 
Then the forraine waives with England might have moved the difeord at 
home, as they have done often, and men fit for warlike employment, and 
given to arms,fhould have had matter to exert ife themfelvs upon the com- 
mon enemie, who in time of peace, for .want of fuch employment as they 
are inclined to, are the caufe of much evill at home. Latt of all, we finde 
the concrarie by experience : for notwitbftanding of thefe diflentions and 
disorders, yet they obtained a notable vidforie of the Englifh by the fame 
Dtuglaffej who arc accounted fo diforderly in cimeof peace, but havee* 
ver proved in the eyes of all men honourable, and ducifuH in wafre, their 
enemies not being able to detraH from their manifeft and evident 
Worth* 

The occafion of this vi&prie fell out thus. W ee heatd how after the 
burning of Anwicke by tfamts TfMgUu , younger brother to the Earle, a 
Truce was taken for feven yeares : notwithftandmgof which , in this 
yeare ( as Would feeme)or in the next at ferfheft, the Englifh (without any 
regard of the T ruce J made inroades upon Scor!and,fpoyled,forrowed,and 
burnt the Villages farre and wide where they went, which the Scots would 
not (offer to pafle unrevenged. Wherefore to cry quit with rhem,they en- 
tred Englana^nd returned unto them as much hurt as they had received ; 
and the ftorme fell chiefly upon Cumberland, from whence the beginning 
of the troubles had arifcfl, which was by this inairfion almoft redacted to 
awHderaefle. When newes hereof were brought to London, they gave 
order for levying of an Army of 40000. men ( as feme write ) intending 
to bring Scotland under their fubjedion , which they thought would not 
be hard to doe, in refpedt the Countrey had beene fo lately Waded and im- 

G Verrfhed, as alfb for that they knew their divrfiorts at home; Therefore 
ving made a leyie of the bed and choice fouldiers , the Earle of Nor- 
thumberland is made Generali , and there was Joyned with him a certain^ 
man called tMdgmu (onely a Gentleman borne } who had given good 
pioofeof his valour many times in firance , where he had beene brought 
up , and trained in the warres from his youth. This man bearing great 
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hatred to the Scots, and being too confident of his own? fufficiency ,is faid 
to have obtained of the King of England , for the reward of his fcrvice, 
whatever lands he could winne from them, for himfelfe and his heires in 
perpetuall inheritance. He was remarkable by his long and red Beard,and 
was therefore called by the Englifh OMagnus Red-hard, and by the Scots, 
in derifion, Magnus with the red CMaine, as though his beard had beene an 
horfe Maine , becaufe of the length and thicknelfe thereof. The Manu- 
flffcpt calleth him Magnus with the red hand , taking the word (Maine) for 
the French word, which fignifieth an hand: but the attentive Reader may 
perceive the errour, and how it was a word meercly Scottifh , and uled by 
the Scots in derifion. 

The King of Scots hearing of this preparation in England, caufed alfo 
levie an Army, wherein he made. the Earle of Ormond X George, or rather 
Hugh Douglas ) Generali, who immediately went into Annandale,through 
which the Englilh Army was to come. Both fides being thus prepared, 
the Englilh having palled the Rivers of Solway and Annand , pitch their 
Camp upon the brinke of the water of Sarke. The Scots marched to- 
wards them, and they hearing of their approach, made themfelves ready, 
fo that being come within fight one of another, they ranged their men in 
order of battell. In the right wing of the Englilh Army was this Magnus 
with the red Maine.)In the left Sir John Pennington with the Wellh men. 
The middle battle was led by the Earle ot Northumberland himfelfe. 
On the Scots fide was the Earle of Ormond in the middle battell over a- 


gainft Northumberland, and William Wallace of Craiggie oppofed Magnus , 
and againft Sir John Pennington was placed the Knight of Carlaverockc, 
called Maxwell, and Johnfton of Johnfton, with many inland Gentlemen, 
(faith the Manufcripr) becaufe they had no great confidence in their owne 
Annandale men , who were more fet upon fpoile then vi&orie. Ormond 
exhorted the Armie in few words, telling them,!TAtf they had great reafon 
to hope for the vittorie , becaufe they had taken armesjbeing provoked thereto ^and 
that it could not be, but that fo juft a caufe fhould have a happy event. Onely be- 
have your felves valiantly, abate the pride of the enemy with a notable defeat, 
and Jo you Jhall reape a long lafling fruit of a fhort travel! . When the Eng- 
lilh Archers did annoy the Scots with their arrowes from afarre , William 
Wallace cried out with a loud voice , fo as he was heard by his followers. 
Why fhould we ft and fill thus to be wounded afarre off ? Follow me( fayes he) 
and let ut joyne in hand ftroakes , where true valour is to be feene : and fo 
marching forward, and the reft following his example, they made fo fierce 
an onfet, that they quite overthrew the right wing thereof, c Maznus per- 
ceiving that , being more mindfull of his honour acquired in time paft, 
then of the prefent danger,refol ved either to reftore the battell, or lofe his 
life with credit, prelfed forward againft Craiggie Wallace to have encoun- 
tred him, and ere he could comeat him, he was encompafied about by the 
Scottilhmen, and flame : his death put the Englilh in fuch a feare (for they 
had great confidence in his valour and conduct ) that they without any fur- 
ther refiftance turned their backs , and fled in great dilorder. The Scots 
purfued fo fiercely and eagerly , that there was more of the enemies flaine 
in the chafe , than in the battell , chiefly upon the brinke of the River of 
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Solway, where tbecisfe bang come ira^ the riverwas.net payable, undine h 
asadventvwcd »o«take- i« were drowned.. Thenewercfiaine inthisbatielk 
ya<o©.EngHfh, and anwagfli tbofctbtir gj'esc dtagnm , and ahe Scots 
deadly ernunie,. wlaolissti pee fumed roof v.idk>ry. Pt nc tabhe example to 
teach me* not to be ewer confident in things of fiich. uocettaine event , as 
art the wanes ^and(asoturpiovtrbis.)iVet^ foil tkt Beams sJtm hufmo be ba 
flame. There were flame befktes. him. eleven Knights of good account and 
note. Of the'Scocs were loft bar <$gq~ There were taken prifoners a gre&t 
number, amongffc whom were Sir $ab» Fetumgtm, and Sir Robert Haring* 
tom, Knights, and the Lord Prrdr foone to the Earle of Northumberland, 
whileft he helped his lather to htshorfe, who thereby efcaped caking. 
There was alfo fo great ftore of fpoile gotten , as no man reme inbred io 
much to have beene gotten at any battel! before. For tbcEnglifh trolling 
totheii nnmber,and the ftrengthof their Annie, together with the opini- 
on of their enemies weainc&^thiough ditifention and variance (as they 
fuppofed) lad brought with them their bed furniture, and richeft ftuffc, in 
lull affuranceot viftoiie, Wallace ok Craiggie being fore wounded in the 
fight, was carried home, and died within three moneths after. The Earle 
of Ormond having gotten this honourable vidorie, conveyed the chjef- 
efl of theprifonersto Lochmabane, and then repaired to Court , where 
he was joyfully met , and received of all , with all fort of honour that 
could be , envie it ielfe not dating to open her mouth againft 
him. 

The King did highly commend him for this exploit, and exhorted him 
and the Earle Douglas his brother , “ That as their foregoers had often, a* 
“ they alfo had done, defended the Eftatc of Scotland with their labours, 
** and vertue, in moft pcrillous times , and had given large proofc of their 
“ valour and courage : That fo they would at home accuftome themfelves 
“ to modeftie : That they themfelves would abftain , and that they would 
u containe their friends from injuries toward the weaker fort: Their pow- 
(C er and puiflance,which they had acquired by fo many their great defert6, 
“ towards then Kings , his Predcceflours , and the Countrey , that they 
* would employ it rather in fuppreffing of robbers and diforderly men, 
•* then to make new of giving way to k by connivencc'That this only was 
“ lacking to their full praife, which if they would adde, they (hould finde 
“ by experience there was nothing more deare unto him then the advance- 
<c ment of the Houfe and Name of Douglas. To this the Earle Douglas 
replied (he being the elder brother, and finding that this fpeech was chief- 
ly directed to him) with great fubmiflion, and promifed to doe as hi&Ma- 
jeftie had exhorted them : and fo they were difmided, and returned home 
to their ownc houfes with great honour and applaufe both of Prince and 
people,co whom they had by this viftoric purchafed great quietnefle. For 
neither were the Englifh Borderers able to invade them any more, nor the 
King of England to fond downe a new Army (which faine he would have 
done ) by teafon of the chrill warre which enfued (horriy after at home. 
So t bat he chofe rather co have peace with Scotland, in regard of the cafe 
he was then in, then wane. Wherefore he font Ambaflaaoors , and ob- 
< tained a Trucefarchcee y earns, the Scot; thinking k«o -expedient for 
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them in a cafe not unlike to his, through inteftine diflention,though not 
pen infurre&ion againft the King. For notwithftanding all this fervice 
done to the King and Countrey, the malice of fuch as were the enemies 
of the Douglajjes was no whit abated • nay , their worth the more it was 
fhowne, and tne more brightly that it did Ihine , it did fo much the more 
ftirre envie in their ill- willers , whofe fecret pra&ifes ftill continued , and 
whofe credit in Court feemed ftill to increafe againft them. Creighton , 
who before had beene fent Ambafladour to Charles the feventh of France, 
for procuring a wife to the King, had concluded a match for him with 
Mary daughter to Arnold Duke of Gelders, who by her mother (the Duke 
of Burgundies lifter) was come of the Bloud Royall of France, was now 
returned into Scotland with her in this yeare 1448. This fervice and her 
favour increafed his credit greatly with the King*, which the Earle Dougins 
perceiving, was nothing pleafed with it, but being discontented, obtaining 
leave of the King, he withdrew himfelfe from Court, feeing his errour of 
having beene contented that Creighton Ihould be imployed in that honou- 
rable meflage,thinking himlelfe well rid of him by this his abfence*, which 
pra&ice of Court fucceedeth fomctimes happily ( as it did againft the 
Boyds in King pomes the thirds time, in the very like cafe) yet it did not fo 
now, but turned to the greater advantage and advancement of his enemie. 
Creighton was well contented with l)is retiring, efteeming it his gaine to be 
fo rid of him from the Kings eare and prefence. 

Whileft they concordcd thus in their dilcord , both willing one thing 
in lo contrary mindes ;to wit, the Earle Dougins abfence ) there fell out an 
accident that occafioned his longer abfence , not from the Court onely, 
but out of the Countrey allb. Richard Colville of Ochiltree was an ene- 
my and bare deadly feua to pohn Auchenlech of Auchenlech , a friend and 
depender of the Earle Douglas * whom the Earle having fent for to come to 
him toDouglas Caftle for fuch buflnefle as he had to do with him, the faid 
Richard having notice of the faid ^Auchenlechs journey, notwithftanding 
he knew he went toward the Earle, whether ftirred up by the Earles ene- 
mies at Court, fo to put an affront upon him, or leaning to their credit for 
impunitie, or out of impatience, or prefumption,or contempt of the Earle 
in refpedf of his withdrawing from Court, not regarding him, or fearing 
his dilplealure or anger, he lay in wait for him by the way , and fct upon 
him with a number of armed men, where, after lome fmall conflict , Au- 
chinlech was llaine, and divers of his friends and fervants with him. The 
Earle Douglas having notice hereofjthe fad touching him fo neerely in the 
perfon of his friend and follower, in his fervice , comming toward him, 
and fent for by him, he was fo incenfed therewith , that whether diftruft. 
ing the ordinary courfe of juftice (as wherein he might be eluded by his e- 
ncmies then guiders of Court) or impatient of delay , or not accounting 
it fo honourable for him, nor fo awefull in example to others, concluding 
immediately to revenge it , and vowing folemnly he Ihould be avenged 
before he either eat or dranke, he tooke horfe immediately, and with the 
readieft of his friends rode to the Caftle of Ochiltree, forced it, and flew 
the faid Richard Colvill , and all the males within the Caftle that were 
come to the age of men. This opened the mouths of men diverfly , ac- 
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cording to their divetfe humours, fome condemning his cruelty, fome 
commending his courage, fome faying that he had gone too farre, and 
done too much-, others that he could doe no lefle, that fie had juft caufe, 
and that he had been ill ufed, his friend {lain, his honour interefted, that 
fuch kinde of juftice beft became him^liis enemies at Court tooke hold 
of it,aggravatingitto the King,an infolent fiuft againft law and cuftome, 
and however Colvtll had deferved it ( which they could not deny ) yec 
it was a perillous example, prejudiciall to all order, and to the King, 
to whom the puniihing of fuch things belonged $ So that the King be- 
came highly offended therewith. 

Hereupon the Earle Douglas, partly to give place to his Princes anger, 
partly upon fome remorfe (as all bloud hath ever fome touch and Iting 
of Conference with it : )the next yeare beeingtheyeare of Jubilee, hee 
purchafed a licenfe from the King to goe to Rome, pretending he would 
doe pennance for the faid (laughter, (but as his enemies did interpret it) to 
Ihewhisgreatnefletoforraigne Princes and Nations. Before hee tooke 
his journey, having a care ofhis hdufe, and being out of hope to have 
children of his ownefas having beenfeaven or eight yeare married with- 
out children) he procured his fecond brother fames to be received by the 
King, and confirmed in the Earledortie after himfelfe. There went with 
him in company a great number of Noblemen and Gentlemen, fuch as 
the Lord Hamtltoun, Graj , Salt on, Seat on, Olifhant and For be fie $ alfo Od- 
der , , Urwhart , Combed , Fraifer , Landers of Crumartie,Philorth and Bade, 
Knights, with many other Gentlemen of great account. Hee (went 
firft to Flanders,and from thence by land to Paris, where he was honou- 
rably received by the King of France, whom fome call Lewis the. elea- 
venth, but it muft needs be Charles the feaventh, who lived till the yeare 
1460. fome tenne yeares after this Jubilee, which behoved to bee in the 
yeare 1450. The remembrance of the good fervice done by his Uncle 
at Bauge, and his Grandfather at divers time?, and at laft, for fpending 
Bis life for him atVemoile,was not yet womc out of Charles bis memory, 
in regard whereof, and for the place he carried, and the publick League 
between the Countreyes, he omitted no kind of honour undone to him 
that was fit for his qualitie and ranke : from thence he tooke his journey 
towards Rome, which was filled with the expe&ation ofhis coming.He 
had taken from Paris with him his youngeft brother George, a young 
man who was there at Schooles, and of whom there was great expedi- 
tion but he died by the way, to his great griefe, he is faid by the manu- 
feript, to have been nominated Bifhop of Dunkell, and that he was to be 
inaugurated at Rome *, Buchannan alfo faith it, perhaps following the ma- 
nufeript : but they both forget that his eldeft brother Henry is faid by 
the fame manufeript, in the life of their father, to have beene BifiiOp 
of Dunkell : and this George died before he was fiftecne yeares of age. £ 
take it alfo to be an overfight in this fame Buchannan , that hee faith that 
this George was deftinated to be Earle by the Kings permiflion, after his 
brother, who had no children. For it is againft reafon that hee being 
youngeft of many brethren (worthy men] (hould have been preferred be- 
fore them, while he was but yet a childe'at fehool. 
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While tbeEark was thus in his pilgrimage , his enemies flept Hot at 
home, but taking the Opportimitie of htsabfencc, did both blame him ac 
the Kings hand by all invention they could devife , and flirredupfuch of 
the Common people as had received any wrong of any mao, to conaplaine 
to (he King , alledging they had received it by the Earle? Douglat friends 
or fervams, and by Tuch wayes moved the King to caufe feeke Smirntn, 
then Bailiffe to the Earle in Dougtafdale, and to cite and furranoi* him to 
anfwer to fuch crimes as were laid to the Earles charge , for the actions 
(perhaps) of his dependers and clients, or (a leak) for Inch things as his 
Lord had neither commanded, neither (hzppely) heard of. Smim$n loofc. 
iog for no equitie at their hinds, who moved fuch a citation, ehoofed not 
to come into judgement , fnffering things to pafle rather for non»comr- 
pcirance, than to compeire, not knowing the ftlie of things , nor bow to 
aftfwer, having neither knowledge of them by himfelfe , nOr dn*&i®*a 
nor information from bis Lord. Upon this occafkm his enemies kid 
hold , interpreted this his flon-com peirance in the molt odious fort , and 
called it contumacie, and what grievous name they could deVife- So they 
moved the King to fend his lervantsand apprehend hka v tod would 
gladly have proceeded with all extremity againft him , exclaiming a* 
gainft his prefumptuous contempt of the King, and telling the King, that 
his royal! authoritie Was become a mockerie, and defpifedby every bati 
fellow : That by his lenitie he did but folter the makpertnelfe of the 
wicked fort: That by impunitie new doores were opened, to hew mif- 
doerS : With fuch ocher Ipeeches* in the molt vehementmaAerthey Could, 
to have dipped the King in bloud^uid cut off all hope ( as f&ttaaS in them 
lay) of reconcilement betwixt them. But he, not being fofatseaiaenttcd 
as yet from DongUs , howbeit the complaints of fo many had: flared up 
fome tliflike, and taken impreflion in his minde, was not moredwith their 
fpfceches in that high nature , but perlilted in his opinion to recompence 
the Complainers in their loiles of goods by goods , but not to meddle 
wkh any mans bloud : wherefore he caulcd Swiimoit to be let at liberties 
and commanded himonely to fatisfie the Complainers. Buthcewho 
cOuld neither anfwer without information , nor krisfie without dire&ion, 
humbly befought his Majeftic , that fincehehad. not information, and 
could not anfWer, being but a fervant , and unacquainted with bulinelfo $ 
(feeing alfo he was not Collector of his mailers rents, but ondy coamtanc 
der of his lervants , it would pleafe him to delay the matter till his Lord 
returned, (Whom he expe&ed within few moneths) who (he doubted not) 
both could and would anfwer to whatfoever complaint , and latisfie fuffi- 
ciently at his Prince* pleafure whatfoever daminage he (hould have beene 
found to doe to any man. This Itemed moft reafonable , that the Earle 
himfelfe Ihould be heard fitft, and not condemned unheard , and in his 
ab fence ; and there could bee no great prejudice in a (hart delay* Where- 
fore the King condefcended to it, and yet notwithstanding being impOr* 
tuned by the multitude of new complaints, he fent WtMiAr* Swdmr Earle of 
Orftneyfa neat Coulin to the Earle HougLis )be ing Chancellor for the time, 
to internet with his goods and rents in Galloway and Douglas , to fas- 
tis he Complainers therewith : but it wat to no putpolfe, for hee was 
* ' r eluded. 
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eluded, and almoft mocked by the tenants. He alledged , And reported to 
the King, that was done by the irrigation of the Earle of Ormond* 
that he was fo fruftrate * for the Earle Douglas had committed to him the 
mannagmg of his eftate in his abfence, and he greatly difdained that Ork- 
ney, being foneareof bloud and alliance to them , (hould have undcr- 
taken that charge. The King irritated herewith , as a contempt of his au- 
thority, caufed Heraulds to be diredled ( or Purfevants .) tofummonaU 
of thename of Douglas , and their favourers , to compeire upon a cer- 
taine day , and the Earle himfelfe within threefcore dayes •, which being 
expired , and none comparing , they were denounced Rebels* Then 
the King himfelfe went with an Army into Galloway , where at his firft 
entrie , having forced their Captaines to retire to their ftrengths, a {mail 
number of his hoaft , whileftthey followed the Rebels uncircumfpeft- 
ly through ft rait places* were beaten backe upon the King, riot with 2 
out fome difgrace. The king moved with great indignation hereat, went 
and adaulted their chiefe fortes : And firft he tooke the Caftle ofLoch- 
mabane without great trouble or travell * thereafter with great toile and 
wearying of his men,theCaftle of Douglas,which he razed to the ground* 
lie commanded the farmers. Tenants, and Labourers of the ground , to 
pay their Meales to his Colle&ours , untill fuch time as the complainers 
were fatisfied with their Lords goods. 

Thefe things being reported ( thus as they were done ) to. the Earle 
Douglas while hee was yet at Rome, moved him greatly, and greatly 
aftonifhed them that were in his company * fo that many withdrew them- 
f elves* fearing what it might tumeto * and he, with the few that remained 
with him, made what hafte they could homeward; 

. As hee came through England, hee was honourably entertained by 
the King andQueene there: but when hee approached neere tothebor- 
bers of Scotland, hee flayed a little time, andienthis brother fames 
before to trie the Kings minde toward him* which when hee found to 
be placable, hee returned home , was kindely received , and lovingly ad- : 
monifhed to put away from him diforderly perfons, efpeciallythemert 
of Annandale, who had in his abfence committed many outrages and 
cruelties. This when hee had faithfully prdmifed to performe * hee was 
not onely received into his former place of favour, but was made alfo 
Lieutenant Generali of the whole Kingdome of Scotland; And this was 
the bitter fruit of his perillous Pilgrimage, that hereby hee loofed the 
reines to his enemies , and gave them power fb farre fo prevaile , as to 
embarke the King in open quarrell againft him, even to the calling downe 
of his Houfes , and intrometting with his Revenues. This . notwith- 
ftanding was either his wifedome , or the account and refpeift of his 
place and perfbn , that the King , who had done him luch harme 
and difgfacc , could bee contented fo to forget it , receiving him fo 
farre into favour , and .advancing him , whatever blame or impu- 
tation- may bee laid upon him for his journey , , which tvas fo 
rafhly taken on , and which had fo dangerous a fequell * yet this 
retreate from that ftorme cannot but bee commended , and his dex- 
teritie ( whatever it were ) acknowledged to have beene great , 
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which graded hini through fuch billowes and furgts tofo peaceable a 
Pore and Haven. And it Were to be wifhed thit Writers had fet downe by 
What means this was brought to pafle , for the rpore perfect underftanct- 
ing of the Hiftory •, but we mud beare with this imongft many more de- 
feCts that ate tb t>C found In them. 

No\V what ever wifedoihef though undeferibedifl the ptrtkwikr) may 
appeare to bee In this * as much unadvlfednefife is evident in ti\af Which 
hee did immediately after, in his journey to .England. For without 
acquainting the King , hee went to the Couft of England , add had 
privie conference with that King and Queene * hee pretended that it 
Was fof reft itution of foitie goods taken out of Scotland, andrtdt reftored 
by the Wardens of England : but this caufe,tbejightsr it was, the greater 
fufpition did it move in his owne King, who could not tllirtke tt pro* 
blble , that hee being of that place, of that courage, of that, nature, 
would upon fuch an occafion onely, take fuch a journey t The true 
caufe is thought to be, that he went to treat of certiine conditions for his 
kfliftancc co be given to the King Of England againft his Nobilitie , with 
Whom he was then in Hatd termeS, the warreS Of the houfi Of Yorke bc<* 
ginning to fpring up, which irtCreafed afterward fo mightily, and prevailed; 
to the ejecting him out of the Kingdpme. 

This the Queene of England either forefeeing, or fearing fomc other 
fUch like enterprife againft het husband had dealt with the Eirle Douglas 
when hccxrne home through England from Rome the yeafe before, to 
ft lengthen them by his help, and appointed him to return lor performance* 
ind perfecting of all Conditions of agreement. But we finde no effoft of this 
agreement and conditiorts, whether becaufethat cOnfpiracie of the Duke 
of York was nDt y et come to maturitie,and fo Douglas was not employed, 
being prevented by deathf which fell out fhOrtly after this)or becaufe they 
were not fully agreed , is unccitaiOe. Neither is it (perilled what the 
conditions wCre : onely it is conjectured, that they were the fame, or fuch 
like, as the fame King ( Henrj the fixth ) granted afterward to the Earle of 
Angus in the time of King gashes the third, which if they were, they were 
rto wayes prejudkialltothe King of Scotland (Isiball appesfe there ) yet 
being ddne without his knowledge, it gave octalfoo either to thenaturall 
jealoufte of Princei to think hardly of it, by his owne meere motion, 
or to his enemies , fo to conftruft k to the King , and ftirre him up by 
their fpfeeches to that (ufpicion which been dined to. Of. both which 
he ought to have beene wane, and. not to have given fuch ground to 
the one, or to the Other , by fuch a journey undertaken without the Kings 
allowance. 

Whether at his retume he acquainted the King with what had palfc 
betwixt him and the Kihgsof England , it is not certains , and bur Wri* 
tersfeeriietofay the. contrary , yet in that hee brought letters from the 
Queene of England to the Queene of Scotland , and (hee thereupon in- 
terceded fof him , it is not improbable that he hath acquainted her ( and 
fo the King alfo ) with the truth of the whole butineile: which whether 
the King did not beleeve , or if his jealoufte remained not the Idle , and 
that hee was not willing there fhould bee fuch an acce&on and jnersafe 
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of theHarles greatneffe, who (bethought) was greater already then was 
fafe for a King ; hee pardoned him the fault at the interceffion of the 
Queene and fome Nobles , but he tooke from him the Office of Lieute- 
nant, and all other publicke charge, that fo he might be made unufeftill and 
unfteadable to the King of England, or at leaft not fo able to aid him, and 
fo he might be fruftrate of the conditions fo liberally promifed unto him 
from thence. Hee relfored alfo his old enemie Creighton to the Office of 
Chancellour, and the Earle of Orkney was made Lieutenant. Thus not 
onely difappointed of his hopes, but difgraced at hjs Princes hands, both 
by being himfelfe deprefled, and his enemies advanced , he was incenfed 
againft all the Courtiers, taking all to proceed from their inffigation. Bat 
move efpecially his anger was bent again ft Creighton , both as the ancient 
enemie of his Houfe, and alfo as’ the chief Autliour of all this prefent 
dif-favourby his furmifingS,tranfpofted herewith, hee gave way to his 
paflion to carry him to a courfe fomewhat more then civil!, which nn- 
till that time hee had tempered , retaining it with the bridle of equi- 
tie, and himfelfe within the CompafTe of thelawes. Now whether al- 
together, and onely for thefe caufes forefaid, or if irritated by a new 
occafion of malicious fpeeches uttered by Creighton ( That the King- 
dome of Scotland would never be at rejl fo long as the houfe of Douglas 
was on foot : That in the ruine thereof food the good of the Rcalmc , and 
peace of all Eflates : Thai it was neeejfary a man of fo turbulent a nature, 
fo putjjant and power full by his Kindred and alliance , whom no benefits 
could appeafe , nor honours foliate , (hould bee cut off , and the publicke 
peace cjiabli/hed by his death , ) or if Creighton contrived this fpeech to 
make Douglas the more odious , and his owne quarrell feeme the 
jufter againft him ( for both are written ) fo it is, that the Earle cau- 
fed certaineof his friends and fervants lie in wait for* him as hee was 
riding from Edinburgh toward Creighton :but he efcaped, being acquaint- 
ed with the ptot (as fome write ) well accompanied, and excellently 
well mounted, but not without being wounded himfelfe, and having fiaine 
fome of his adverfaries in his efcape. Others, attribute his efcaping not 
to any forefight or fore- knowledge , blit fayeth that hee was af- 
failed in the night at unawares, and being aftonifhed at the firft, yet af- 
terward recollc&ing himfelfe (for he was a man of good courage,) hee 
flew the formofthemet with, and having received fome wounds, brake 
through them, and faved himfelfe in Creighton Caftle, where he remain- 
ed not long*, but his wounds being fcarce well cured, he conveened his 
friends, and coming on the fudden to Edinburgh, hadalmoft furprifed 
the Earle Douglas , who was there in quiet manner, and looked for no fuch 
thing, but he getting advertifement hereof, did advertifethe King that 
he could no longer endure Creightons hidden malice and pra&ifes againft 
his life, and eftate, and his now open attempts alfo : wherefore hee defi- 
redtobeeexcufed, thtt hee could no more repair to Court, fo long as 
Creighton was there, and fo retired himfelfe to his houfeto remain as a 
male-content for a fedfon. 

In the meane time finding his enemies thus to increafe in credit at 
Court, and with their credit (as commonly it cometh to pafle ) innum- 
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berand power, hee, to ftrengthen himfelfc alfo ontheotherfide again ftf 
them, entered into a new confederacy with the Earles of Crawford, and- 
Roffe, men of greateft puiffance and force next the Douglaffes, that' 
were in Scotland in their times •, or rather he renewed the old friendfhip 
that had been betwixt them. For their houfes were in old time in grew 
friendfhip with the houfes of Douglas (as hath beene (hewed ) and the : 
houfe of Crawford was particularly obliged unto them by divers good 
Offices, from the dayes of Robert the fecond : add in this fame mans time 
had been helped againft the ogelbees at Arbroth : as his father alfo had at 1 
the Earle Douglas defire fpoyled the Biffiop of Saint Andrewes (Kenne- 
dies) lands : And befides,this Beatrix Douglas (the Earle Douglas Lady) 
was daughter to one of the Earles of Crawford, and could not but bee of 7 
fcinne to this Earle. Thefumme of their band was. That they fhoulcj’ 
every one affift and defend another, together with their friends and de^ 
penders, againft all men: That they fhould have the fame friends, and 7 
the fame enemies, with refervation alwayes, and exception ofthtirduety 
to their Prince. But whether this band was made of new (as fome 
write) or if it were of old continued from hand to hand, and then re - 7 
newed as though it were intended infpeciall againft Creighton and his 
partakers, and due exception of the King exprefTely’containedin it, isun- 
certain: however, they fo poffefledthe King, that hee interpreted all as 1 
done againft himfelfe. And therefore matters being com* tfcrpublick 
Hoftilitie betwixt Douglas and Creighton , and tHe'vGounttey divided in- 
to fadions, when the Earle of Crawford and Roffe had Cent to Cre 'tgh- > 
ton, and given up all f riendfhip with him as an enemy tbtheir deareft 
friend, by vertue of the fbrefaid League*, heieacquaintedthcfCing there^ 
with, and with all vehetnencie exaggerated the League, afs iocwfpiracy 
againft him and his royall Authority, and that it was my tfartgtfbus for 
him when fuch great houfes, and powerfull men had oombinfd together. 
The King apprehending it to bee fo, having onceTettled del opinion in’ 
his minde, did upon that ground build all his interpretations of the Earle' 
Douglas adions, and framed his owne adions; accordingly againft him ; 
Neither was Douglas fo fortunate, or circumfped,as to avoid the occa - 1 
(ions of foftering that opinion in the King: but (ajs commonly happen- 
eth) when ruine is to come on men, all things worke that dray, fo fared 7 
it with him in two fads. The firft was on the perfbn or the Lord 
Hrnis , who was too hardly ufed of him, as appelates : The • other on the : 
Tutor of Bombee, more juftly; yet fo, that his carriage in it feemedto 
confirme that which his enemies alledge againft him, that he exercifed 7 
his authority, and ufed his priviledges more abfolutely then theKing 
had reafon to be contented with. The occafion of the fkft, and the forme 
thereof was, Sir William Harris of Terreglis having been the Earle Dou- 
glas ancient dependar, had now in this frowne of Court,*rid> diwrfity of* 
fadions (whether to pleafe the Court, and becaiife he accounted it juftefb 
to follow it, or becaufe indeed he mifliked things done by the borderers' 
who followed Douglas) withdrawn himfelfe from Ms dcpendance*,and if 
he fided ( not openly with the other party (which hee could nor durft 
hardly doe, lying fo neare to Douglas ) yet did hee not follow him as he* 
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was wont, and fo either by a reallewmitiein privateer a fcinde of neutra- 
lity rnpublick. had procured the like behaviour of the Earle to him, to 
behave him feHe asneutrall in his affaires: and is hee had abflra&ed his 
dependance and attendance from him, fo the ocher ab it rafted bisProte- 
ftxonfrom him. This when the Annandians perceived, they (ready up- 
on all foch occafioos) made a rode, and furrowed his lands : hereof when 
hecomphtined to the Earle, and had received anfwer according to the 
forefaid coldnes betwixt them, he would needs attempt fomeredrefleby 
bis own power^and hereupon atfembling a number of his friends ,be rode 
into Artundale to have rendered them the like, and either to recover his 
owne, or repaire his Ioffes out of their goods. But he was overthrown© 
by them, and taken prifoner, and fo brought to the Earle DttgUs, hee 
efteemirtg him as his owne fervant, and taken within his bounds where 
his jnufdt&ion (by regallity or other wayes) was extended, put him to 
affife. They of the Jory found him guilty, being taken after hee had 
fcized the goods, ( with red hand as they term it ) and fo being convift 
of theft, he was condemned, executed, and hanged asathiefe, and tint 
not wichftanding the Kings eameft requeft for his life by letter. Apiti- 
Bill matter, and greatly to be lamented! and though he had fome colour 
ofjuftice,yetittaftednotfo mnehofjufticeas ofmalice? nonotof in- 
difrcrency (which would beinjuftice, Iwving eye to the duecircumftan- 
ccs) fb much as of partialicy, joyned with contempt of the King, and 
his equal! requell * and fo it was conftrufted, and gave more juft occaft- 
ons to his enemies furmifing, and the increafingof the Kings indignati- 
on, which by yeeldirtg, ana remitting a little of his privtledges, and 
{bowing refpeft to the Kings entreaty, he might hcive mitigated in fome 
meafure •, and that without any danger he could have incurred by the faid 
Lord Harries enmitie (although be fhoutd have been his enemy, and per- 
haps he might have regained him to his friend (hip by remitting the of* 
fence.) The other faft which enfued upon this,not fb unjuft,but made as 
odiousfas carrying the odioufnefleofthe other With it )wai , MackUUne 
Tutor of Bombeejthe chiefe of chat name, and one of the principall hou- 
fesin Galloway, falling at odds with a fervant of the Earle Deitglas had 
(lain him, and was therefore with his brother who Was partaker of the 
(laughter) apprehended and put in prifon in the T revie, a ftrong houfe 
belonging to the Earle. His friends made means to the Courtiers,and by 
them to the King ^ informing him that Doaglas carried a fpleene again ft 
the man, more for being a friend, a favourer and follower of the 
heft fide (fb they called their owne) then for killing of the man : where- 
fore they befought him that he would not fuffer aGentleman of his rank, 
who was alfo a good man otherwife (however that had fallen out in his 
hands) tobeedrawne (not to judgement, but) to certain and deftinate 
death, before one, who was both fudge and party.' By this and fuch like 
information (whereby the eares of Princes are deceived, while men go 
about to withdraw their friends from due punifbment) they perfwade 
the King to fend for Bombee, and take thetriill and judgement of him in 
his own hands, defiring the Earle frwgUs, tint it he had any thing again ft 
him, he fhould come and purfue him before tfce King. Amoogft the fur- 
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thcrcrs of this fute Patrick Gray of Fowls (uncle to the Tutor) was chiefer 
he was dire&ed with the Commiffion,as one that both.would be earned; 
therein, being fo neare to the party, and would alfo bee rtfpe&ed, 
being fome way in kinne to the Earle * Douglas having notice of 
his Commiflion, and perceiving thereby they meant no other thing, 
but to defraud him of juftice for killing of his fervant (which he thought 
he could not fufferwith his honour) that he might doe what hee had de- 
termined the more calmely, and with the lefle offence ( as hee thought ) 
he courteoufly received the faid Patrick Gray , and intertained him with 
diverfepurpofes,andcaufed the Tutor in the meanetimetobe tried by 
an Affife, and being condemned, to bee quickly conveyed a mile from 
thence to a place called Carling- work, and there executed. Afterward 
when Patrick Gray (ignorant of what was done) had delivered his Com- 
miffion from the King ; he anfwered, he was Tory he was come too late, 
and then told him what was done, and defired him to excufe him to the 
King. When he heard that, and faw himfelfe fo deluded, he prefently 
(in a great chafe and rage) renounced all kindred and friendlnip, and 
whatsoever band befides might feemc to tie him to the Earle $ vowing 
that from that time forth he (liould be his deadly enemy in all fort, and 
by all means he could, which the other little regarding, dfsmHTed him : 
But however he little regarded it, the French Proverb proveth true, and 
is worthy to be regarded of all men, That there is no little enemy : for he 
had the power to be his death afterward with his owne hands, and plot- 
ted it by his Counfell, or fet it forward, being plotted and deviled by 
others: for being come to the King, and relating the iflue and effe&of 
his meflage, all was by him and the other Courtiers of the fad ion ag- 
gravated in the mod haynous fort: That the Kings commandments were 
contemned, eluded and mocked : That it was likely that the Earle Dou- 
glas was King : That doubtlefle he aimed to be fo,yea, hee behavedhim- 
fclfe already as fuch .• That that was the meaning of his private con- 
ference with the King of England, on that ground he gave licence to flay 
fo many honeft men, to fpoiland robbe : That innocency now was con- 
temned for brutifhnefle, faithfulnefle to the King puniflied for unfaith- 
fulnede.That by the Kings indulgencie the common enemy was become 
infolent : That it became him once to take upon him his place as King, 
and do things by authority ,and by his power, that then it would appeare 
who were mends, who were foes. Thefe, and fuch as thefe, were the 
fpeeches of the Courtiers and interpretations of his a&ions : fuch as it 
pleafed them to make, following their humour of fa&ion or judge- 
ment. 

But they neither confidered the equitie that was done in punching 
bloud by bloud, nor the authority by which it was done, for hee had au- 
thority and fufficient jurifdidfion of old granted to him, and given by for- 
mer Kings to his PredecefTours and their Heires for hisfervicc. Neither 
did they obferve what order and formality hee kept in his proceedings, 
nor his honour interefted in the revenging his fervants death : Neither 
what fcometo him it was on the other part, if he had fent the party : ha- 
ving thereby his priviledges, infringed, his fervant (lain, andnofatif- 
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fadionfortc, but to bee eluded by a Commiflion, purchafed by his e- 
nemies, juftice defrauded, and the guiltie pulled out of his hands : and 
by their credit with the King, procuring him to hinder juftice, who 
lhould have. beene the furtherer of it, onelyupon their particular pri- 
vate motion* and by their fa&ions, inclining of his Majefty that way. 
Upon thefeconfidqrations, what had beene more extraordinarily done, 
would have beene exculed by the fame men, in another then Douglas. 
Now in him ( though done orderly ) it is thus traduced, aggravated, ex* 
aggerated, amplified, and named contempt of the King , and affeding 
the Crown?. - 

Such isthemifery, when Princes are moved by parties, to command 
or requeft things that are unjuft, there being perill and inconveniencs, 
either in obeying or refgfing their requefts, receiving hurt and preju- 
dice in theirrights, fcorne of their adverfe party, or denying to offend 
whom they would fain ferye: and happy is that man that can fteerea- 
right betwixt thefe rocks. 1 Happy hee who falleth into the hands of 
fuch a Prince, as meafureth and moderateth his commands according 
to equine j or if they bee inique, when it falleth out fo (for what 
Prince may not fall into fuch weakneffe ) who tempereth his paflion, 
and moderateth his minde, in the juft refufall thereof, taking it in good 
part, and accounteth not his authority contemned, when an un juft com- 
mand is refufjed by his Subjeds. ; 

Whether it were on the difpleafure of this fad, or jealoufie concei- 
ved of this and other adions of the Douglajjes , it is hard to difcerne : but 
fo it was, that his enemies making ufe for their owne ends of the Kings 
credulous; fufpition, prevailed fo farre, that they perfwaded the King 
fo refplvp.tq make him. away ( and feeing it could not bee done by 
open for-ce ) in any fort it could bee done •, whereof when they had ad- 
vifed of all the meanes they could, this they found to bee the moft ex- 
pedient way, that hee fhould bee fent for to Court, by fajre promifes, 
and being come, the King fhould enter into termes of quarrelling .* 
And thereupon they that were appointed for the purpofe , fhould dif- 
patch him. So they caufeda certain Courtier of their fadion, but fuch an 
one as was free from all fufpition of bearing enmity to the Earle, to ad-, 
drefle himfelfe to a Gentleman, who was Douglases friend , and to 
fhew him how Creighton was retired to his owne houfe, and that in his 
abfenceit were fit the Earle fhould take that goodoccafion, to come 
and fee the King, with whom hee might bee allured to finde favour, if 
hee would crave it humbly* and this hee told as a great fecret, not to 
bee revealed, but tohis Lord, and dealt earneftly. with him to follow 
this advice. 

. The Gentleman beleeving, went and dealt very earneftly with his 
Lord, but hee fufpeding Creightons craft, and having the murtherof 
his Coufins before his eyes, flatly refufcd to goe thither, where he had fo 
many enemies, fo potent and of fo great credit, and fome of which ( had 
not longagoej lien in wait for his life, unleflehee faw afTurance qf his 
life andliberty. Hereupon he was directly fcnt for to come to Court, with 
promifo of all freedome, and with afTurance under the broad Seal: and td 
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temove all feare & doubt chat he could conccive ; theNdbl«niefl the Were 
orefent at Court were moved to fend a warrant to him/ fubferibed with 

all their hands, and fealed with all their feals,\vith the greateft oathes and 
proteftations interpofed therein that could be-, and not onely fo, but eve- 
ry man wrote his owne particular letter apart, alluring him of the Kings 
good will-, and further promifing him, that if it (liould fo fall out, that 
the King would be fo difpofed as to breake his faith and promife, and to 
interprife any thing againft his perfon, life, lands or liberty, they fboirfd 
fend him home fafe ncverthelefte What could hee feeke more at their 
lands ' Or what could hee devife more ? And who would have 
doubted after fuch affurances ? Yet, that hee might not onely re- 
pofe upon his enemies credit all his fafety , hee accompanieth 
himfelfe for his honour and furetie with as many as might fecure 
him, and keepe him free from being in danger of any private mans 
forces. So relying ( for the Kings part ) upon his fafe Condutt, 
and the Nobilities credit interpofed therewith , hee cometh to 
Stirling, where the King was well attended and followed by his friends 
and fervants , but in a peaceable manner % being come into the 
Kings prefence, after fome fort of admonition to lead a more peace- 
able and orderly life , hee feemed to pardon him what ever was 
part, and kindely invited him to fhpper in the Caftle : After they had 
fupped cheerfully and merrily together, the King taketh him afide, and 
leadeth him into an inner roome, where there was none prefent befides 
them two and Patrick Graj , of whom wee fpake before, how of his 
friend and Coufin hee was become his enemy, for the execution of the 
Tutourof Bombee. There the King beginning his fpecch from the 
valour and loyall fidelity of his Predecellburs , came fhortly to h it 
owne indulgencie towards the whole Familie, and towards himfelfe in 
particular- Then fharpely upbraiding him how oft hee had pardoned 
him, and whit infolencies hee had committed : Douglas anfwered fub- 
miflively, and craved pardon for what hee had offended againft him- 
felf in any fort -, faying , his intention was not againft him, but againft 
his enemies : That as for others that would complaine, hee was ready 
to fatisfie them according to juftice, and at the Kings owne pleafurev 
There refts yet one thingf faith the King ) the League betwixt you, and 
the Earle of Crawford .and Rofle, I will have you prefently to quite 
it. At that word the Earle was fomewhat aftonifhed atthefirft, yet ga- 
thering his fpirits again, hee anfwered, that for him, hee knew nor- 
thing wherein that League could bee offenfive to his Majefty, feeing 
that all duetieto him was cfpecially referved; The King replycd, I 
will have you prefently to breake the fame. Douglas anfwered, that if 
liee would have him to doe fo, hee would bee pleafedto give him leave 
to advertife the faid Noblemen , and then hee would doe it , other- 
wife, hee would bee accounted a faith breaker, if having entered in- 
to friendfhip with them , hee fhould forfake them, not giving a rea- 
fon why : And therefore befought him to have patience . The 
King replied in an angry manner , fpeaking aloud * If you will 
not breake it , I will : And with thofe words , hee ftabbed him 
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in the breaft with a dagger. At the fame iriftant Patrick Gray ftruck him 
on the head with a Pole-axe. The reft that were attending at the 
doors, hearing the noife, entered, and fell alfo upon him*, and, to (hew 
their affedion to the King, gave him every man nis blow after hee was 
•dead. 

Thus died he by the hand of the King, but by the pradices of his ene- 
mies, they being the choife movers, and the king yeeiding to their mo- 
tions, as if it had been his quarrell, (for fo they made it leenieto him) 
.whereas indeed it was but their owne part icular *, or if his, it was but thus 
farre his, that hetooke it on him as his, efpoufed theirs ashis owne, and 
imbarked himfelfe therein. A common pradice of Courtiers, who 
have Princes eares ; what ever is contrary to their will, is all againft the 
King, is all prefumption, is all high treafon* whereas indeed they are 
oft times themfelves his greateft enemies, what ever fhew of fervice and 
affedion they make*, and they whom they call his enemies farre more 
heartily affeded to him. They make the King alwayes wed their quar- 
rells, beare their errours, and the whole hatred and envie of their ene- 
mies.*, and oft times drawes him into great abfurdities, befidesand con- 
trary his owne naturall difpofition, to his great difgrice, or diminifhing 
his grace, in the eyes of his Sub/efts, not Without great perill of ; hislife 
and eftate. Happy the Prince that can rightly take up, and rightly di£ 
ceme the quarrells which are indeed his owne, from thofe which others 
would have him thinke to bee his owne, and lo underftandeth thedif- 
pofition of his Subjeds, that hee account not all that is againft h& 
Courtiers* is againft him, or all that is done by his Courtiers, is 
done for him. . - „ 

, Thefe Courtiers had gained this point of the King, and by that mean 
had brought him to doe that hard fad againft this mail as his owne ene- 
my ,a$ one afpiri»g to his Crowne *, where indeed never any fuehr thing 
appeared to have been intended by him, or aimed ac, bin onely revenge 
againft his private enemies. And for the other crimesthat his enemies 
jafiedged againft him *, fmall prefumptions, cold conjodures, and no 
appearance there was of them. - But abovtall this* the greateft pteie isy 
chat they had power to bring fuch a King to commit fiich a fad, contra- 
ry to his faith and promife,(olemnely fworneand lealed by hitafelfe.and 
by his nobility, to breake the bonds of all humane fociety. It is wbr- 
tny the confidering, to fee their pretences and arguments fee downe by 
Writers j which they ufed to move and induce him to content an&'yceki 
to this ftrangr, and unnaturall fad. A. Paradox, in truth, though a 
Maxime in Matchivellifme : one of them is, Neceflftie.; for theymakc 
him beleeve, fifft that the Eade Douglas did afpire* then, that hee was fa 
powerfully that there was no: ocher remedy for his afpiring y all they 
bring, is but weake prefumptions and for his ftrengthftndpoweiybce 
-was ftrong enough indeed to defend himfelfe againft his enemies/ or an 
unjuft force ind violence ; but it had beene another matter Unjiiftly to 
have invaded theKingdome, for whichhee was not fo ftrong^at juftkfa 
nnda juft title, to a Crowne, which are of great force : and againft which/ 
that force , which otherwife and in another, cafe <may bee gsekt »• 
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will ;f>ro'Ve nothing, for <jod hath giv^n his image of authority fcridi& 
which fo affe&s Jthe hearts of men, thattbey cannot but regard ic, and 
this image being imprinted in their hearts is not eafilyabolimed but by 
very enormous faults, and even fcaoce by any faults chough ncvetfo ex- 
traordinary. So that it was errour in them to thinke, or craftinefle to 
perfwadc that there was nO remedy in a juft authority to defend it felfe 
by it felfe, and without forgoing it felfe and becoming injuftice* and that 
in fucha haiefull manner. Whereas by the contrary, this their way was 
not ft) fide and fo certain a mean to defend himfelfe,but had almoft been 
the meane to deprive him of what hee would have had meri thinke hee 
preferred by it *, that is, his Crowne/or the fed being fo vile and bafe» 
it not onely moved the friends and followers of the Earle DmUt his 
houfe to rebellion, but alfo incenfed the whole common people : for that 
if his brother who fucceeded, had beene as politicke as hee was power* 
full , the King might have beene fet befide his Throne. And as it was, 
lie was once in a great brangling, and had refolved to quit the Countrey, 
had it not beene for zfsmts Kennedies counfeU,\vho was Bifhop of S. An* 
drewes* fo ferie was this fed from cftabLifhing his Thcone,as they mads 
him beleeve it would doe. 

Then for the honefty and lawfulneffe of it,ici$ to be diligently weigh* 
ed 5 lias law fall (fey they) to catch fraud in the o Wne craftinefle. And 
indeed chat faying is moft true, good and oonforme to all wifedome,be- 
ing rightly undeiifood, thus : Let fraud worke on fraudfolly, ondil hee 
be intangled and incrapped in his ownfc band, and fo become guilcie 
andcobnoxious to a lawfulUnd orderly avengement by juftice : but that 
men to meet fraud, may juftly ufe fraud, and that againft ail promifesi 
feales r * fubfcripcions , or oathes , to the extremicie of murthering , 
changing juftice into injuftice, in the very feat of juftice , is not, nor 
ever was, nor ever can bee juftified under any pretext whatfoever ; a4 
being that which hreaketh the bands of humane fociety. It isan un- 
worthy Kingdome, which cannot otherwife defend it felfe, and ic is un- 
worthy of a King to ftoupeco fuch unworthy and bafe wayes : It hath 
alfo beene by forae pretended elfewhere to cover the foulnefle here- 
of, that hereby much bioudfhed is efehewed, which would have beene, 
before fuch a man could have beene cut oft, which Imarvellisnotal- 
lcdged here alfo. ' : - 

But that is fVivoulous amongft the reft, for it is the caufeofmntfi 
more bloud fbedding,becaufe it takes away all truft, and fo peace, until! 
the warres end by the deftru&ion of one party, which without truft cam* 
not end by reconcilement, befides this, they in fi nuated it untb the King, 
as a point of want of courage in him, and cowardife, ifihde draft noC fo 
much asdeceive his enemy v whereby they would faeane, thacicwas 
courage to deceive him : An unhappy dareing to dare todoe wron&and 
very far tniftaken, and mifnamed ! 

And loft of all, they halfe menace to abandon him, and provide for 
themfidves and their own fafety, by taking part with as the 

Wronger partie 5 whom if the King did not make away, they would 
follow him , and that there was no other remedy left to them * 
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-Such boldnefle were they come to, thus to threaten their mafter, and So- 
veraign i And fuch is the weaknefte of that place, where it fubmitteth it 
felfetofemnts ! By thefe rtieanes was this good King ( fatre contrary 
to his owne nature) drawne on by them who had his eare to this unna* 
turail fa&, as to that which was moftlawfull and flat neceflary, yet was 
neither this pretended neceflitie,nor alledged lawfulneffc fufficieht to de* 
fend it even in the judgement of the doers themfelves. And therefore 
the Courtiers found out another mean to put fome faire face, at leaft 
fome colourable excufe upon it as they thought, for being afhamed of 
thofe allegiances, or diftrufting that they would bee accepted for juft 
caufes of breach of faith, and fearing t hey mould be detefted of all men : 
they gave it out that the (laughter was not committed of fet-purpofe, but 
that it fell out onely by chance, and that the King had no intention to kill 
him, till he himfelfe by his indiferetion procured it, having irritated the 
King by his prefumptuous anfwers. 

Butthisisa weake. excufe, to commit murther contrary to promife, 
although hee had anfwered fo : but there is no appearance of it, that it 
was but a hidden paflion, neither was it beleeved.in thofe dayes, as may 
be feen by the perfwafioris given him by the Courtiers : Which while 
Writers fet downe, they, witnefle it was a let draught and fore plotted. 
For they fay plainly alfo that the Courtiers would have had it appearing 
that it came by his affogahey in his carriage and anfwers, but nottfiat 
it was (bin deed rbefides there is a receiveatradition, that James Hamil- 
tout* of Cadzow prefling in to follow the Douglas, Liitijlon being Uncle 
to James, and knowing the Earle was to die, gave him a blow on the 
face, and thruft him backe from the gate. James Hamiltoun drew his 
fword, which the other little regarding, held him off with a long hal- 
bert, and made the guai’d (hut the gate againft him, was exceeding art* 
gry it this affront in.t he time, but afeer when hee heard the Earle was 
killed* heeknewit was done for his fafety. Hee had given too much 
matter for his enemies.to iworke on' by his ra(h journey into England/ 
and private; conference whir the King and; Queene there : but this had 
beene forgiven him, a$,an overftght onely, which the King had (appa- 
rently) tried, and found to bee nothing elfe $ hee had beene vehement 
in the revenge of the murther of his Coufins and fervant John^Attchin- 
leck , but that ( though vehement ) was~not injuft, and therefore wee 
finde him never charged with it as injuftice .• hee had againft equitie ex- 
ecuted the Lord Harries,, yet hee had done it legally and by forme, and 
order of jLaw, whereof the particulars not being perfectly knowne, the 
judgement is difficult,: yet is it riot ( for any thing wee (ee) anyway 1 
to bee excufed. The .execution of the Tutor of Bombee was very 
good juftice and irreproveable> though it bred him moft hatred and 
.Hi will at Court. Other particulars are not mentioned • Onely they 
(ay that hee bore with theeves to have their alfiftance : An iU and un- 
wife courfe, and ever pernicious to the ufers of it, for harming of fuch 
as they hate ! A farre worfe, and unworthy faft, unfit for a gene- 
rous minde to companion it delfe with them whom hee fiiould pu- 
ni(h , and to participate of the guiltineffe. hee (hould correct 1 
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]But how farre he went in this point is not certain, at leaft is not fpecial- 
lyfet downe: and asforthefpecches of his enemies reprochiog than 
unto him in the hatefulleft fort, allmuft not bee taken for truth they 
fay. 

All agree that he was a man of great power, great policy,^reat perfor- 
mance and execution, and greater expedition, in whom the name of 
Douglas rofc to the greateft toppe of height, and with whom it began to 
fell, which was afterward accomplilheain his fucceflbnr, as fhail bee 
faid; he was flain the 13. of February 1452. efteeraed to havebeene 
Faftings-Eve, (or Shrove-Tuefday.j after the Romane fupputatian, or 
in the yeare 145 1 .as Major reckoneth it according to the account of Scot- 
land .He was Earle the fpace of nine yeares orthereabout,but left no chil- 
dren behinde him. Where be was buried, or what was done with his 
body, there is no mention made in Hiftory. 

r 

Me Utho ante diem Chrightonus Rexque dedere, 

I He necis caufam frabuit ifie manum. 

By Crighton and my King too loon I die. 

He gave the blow, Crigntonths. plot did lay. 


o/James the ninth and lafi Earle of Douglas, the aighteenth 
Lord, fixth Duke of Turraine , and fourth 
James, who died in 
Lindores. 

W illiam being thus (lain by the inftigation of thefe Couriers,' 
his enemies, to the end that the King 1 as they would have k 
thought might beeftablifhed inhis Crowne, by the making 
away of him whom they made the King to thirtke fo great an enemy to 
him : It was fo ferre from producing that effed, chat by the contrary 
there was nothing nearer, then that it fhould have been the very occafion 
of fpoyling him thereof * for the Earle Douglases friends, who before 
tooke Creighton, and his fitdfion onely for their enemies : Now they take 
the King for their enemy. They, who before thought not that what they 
bad {offered proceeded from the King, or that it was his doing : now 
they impute them to him. They who before were onely male-contents, 
ana within the bounds of obedience,and had a good opinion of the King: 
sow they become enemies with ap ill opinion of him as a wicked man. 
They who before contained themfelves in civill termes, now 1 become 
openly rebellious: & whereas they had good hope,and looked for recon- 
cilement, now caft off all hope thereof, and ( matters becoming irrecon- 
cilable) all love and regard, all reverence, their hearts being laden with 
the injury, with the dimonefty, with the horrourofit, they burft forth 
into all outragious words, and deeds : things coming to that point, that 
they cpuld not bee ended, but by the deftru&ion of one of the parties. 
Bither they behoved to ruine the King, or behoved to be ruined by him. 

And 
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And here the hardeft lot at the ftrft was the Kings (' by all appearance ) 
the power of the other patty being fo great, their minds fo inflamed, 
their anger lo incenfed againft him : neither the party onely, but the 
people in generall detefted the fad and the hoitiblenefle of it, infuch 
fort , that hee wasput by all his fhifts , and driven tofuch a point of 
defpaire, as to thinke of leaving the councrcy , and going by lea to 
France. 


For though the Earle himfelfe was dead, yet had he leftbdhmdehirn In 
the towne of Srirlmfoarebrethren^hat were come thither to accompany 
him. The eld eft of thefe, sfames , was provided to the efface three yearcs 
before by the Kings confertt (upon the occafion of Earle Williams going 
eo Rome in the yeare of Jubile) to fucceed to his, brother after hisde- 
ceafe. He therefore , with the reft of the Nobility who favoured them 
and their canfc, having heard the repotoof Earle Williams being ftabbed 
in that manner, beingaftonifhed with thefe fuddeii and unexpeded neweS, 
fitft ranne and tookearmes with great hafte and tumult , but having con- 
tained them fe Ives , and commanding their compahies to be quiet , every 
man keeping within his owne lodging for that night-, upon the morrow 
theyaftembled together in counfell , and according totjrc defutids ordi- 
nance, and the Kings cotrfent obtained thereto before, they acknowledged 
tfumts lawfullhetre and fucceffour to his brother William. Then he with 
many vehement and bitter words, inveighing againft thetreafonable per- 
jurie of the King and Courtiers, exhoits them whDwereprefent .ro lay 
fiegeco theCaftte. Stud ( fayes he )for yonr friends and followers from dll 
quarters, and let us withdraw out of their larking holes thefe men who aretmely 
valiant in ferfdimfmfje, wMe as yet they waver, being oncer tome rrt their ref- 
lations, and tremble with the gmMntjfeeffo horrible a fail. They wh6 Were 
prefer* prai fe dh i s piecie towards bis dead brother, and alfo biscourage ; 
but becaufe they were come in a peaceable manner, and unprovided Of 
things neceffery for fo great a worke,they abftained from the fiege * -which 
if they had ( as the Eariegavcadvice) rcfolvodupon , and fallen to pre- 
fencly , while the odiensfoefte eff the fad wasyfctgreeneand frefh before 
theeyes of men, the King and hris pareners 'being unprovided and unfore- 
leene inany certaraecourfe of their*f&ires,as neidierableto cotifdk, nor 
to meet for oonfukaition,the Cafftte being inclofed, whidh beirigalfo ( as 
it isto be firppofed ) not well victualled for a fiege, the King could hardly 
have efcaped their hands. Neither was the matter fo difficult for them, to 
have remained., and font for the reft -of their frcinds, and any provifipn 
'.which they needed * who mightbave come to them within five weekes, 
as they did themfelves teturhe in thattirae,having given the King fo rtinch 
leafuretoadvife and prepare for them. Neither . could the King ( for ill 
that he fad that fpacesndtime )finde anymeanes fuffieient to match them. 
For having upon this their deliberation refolVcd upori the worft part , and 
depattedto their hoofos, and taken foH advicecoricerning all things ^ they 
returned the five and twentieth day bf March , where all the way as they 
came along to Stirling, fames HmnmihoUn dragged the Kings fafe conduct 
(which had beeue given to Earle William , having the broade Seale hing- 
ing thereat) at the taik of an ill- favoured fpittle fade, or mare , through 
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the ftreets of all the towns and villages in their way, abfUining from nO 
. contumelious words, that they could devifc againft the King, his Coun- 
fellers and Courtiers. 

Being come to Stirlin, they went to the market Ctofle, and there 
founding with five hundred homes and trumpets, they caufed a Herauld 

• to proclaim the King, and fuch as had been plotters and autbours otE. 
Williams death, perjured traitors to God and man, and that they were to 
be abhorred, and detefted by all men as fuch. Others write that they 
went to the Caftle gate, and made that Proclamation in the Kings hear- 
ing, whiles he was rooking on them, and that it was done the next day 
after the daughter* T hereafter they pillaged the to wne, and being an- 
gry even with the innocent and harmelefle place, they fent backe 5 tames 
Hamilton of Cadzow>nnd burnt it. Where this is to be confidered,whac 
could be the caufe why thefe men ( who before were upon advifement to 
have befieged the Caftle of Stirlin, and did not doe it then, onelybe- 
caufe they were unprovided)why thefe men(I fay)now being come again 
and provided,abftained notwithftanding from befieging of it,having no- 
thing to let them ; and which if they had obtained, they had withal! ob- 
tained full vi&oiy, being matters of the field, the King inclofed and le- 
cluded from his favourers and partners, no others (in likelihood) could 
have made head againft them •, for neither could any have taken that up- 
on them, neither would the people (as was thought) have followed 
them, at lcaft not fo freely; whether it was becaufe they had no 
hope to force it (being a ftrong place) neither to famifb it ih hafte (being 
well provided of vi&ualls ) or if they chofc rather to deprive him of his 
partners abroad in the Countrey by forcing them to forfake him firft, 
and then it would be eafie to take the King whd had nothing but theCa- 
ftle walls to truft to-, or whatever elfewere the occafion thereof our 
Hiftories (very defedive in this fo fpeciall a point) tell not •, But foit 
was, that they leaving the principall point unprofecute (the King himfelf 
wherein would have confifted the whole fumme of a full vi&ory, and to. 
which they fhould chiefly have direded their courfes ) contented, onely 
to have blazed his reproches,turned towards his frienas,pilling and fpoi- 
lingfuch as remained on his fide, and even by this the King was. lb put 
to it, that he had determined to leave the Country: and to fly into France, 
had not Arthbijhop Ktmedie advifed him to ftay, and hope for better for*. 

• tune, fhewing him, that if he could kecpe his perfon fafe, and have pa- 
tience to procrad, and linger out the time a while, his adverfaries fadion 
. would difTolve ere long, and fall afunder of it felfe. 

Amongft thofe who tooke part with the King, there were diverfe of 
the name of Douglas, and that of the principalis, as (jAngus, brother to 
. Archbifhvp Kennedie ,by the mothcr*who was daughter to Robert the third, 
and fitter to fames the firft, by whom therefore they were Cofins ger- 
main to the King , who was partly perfwaded by his brother to take 
that courfe as fitteft for him againft the Earle Douglas, partly alio accoun- 
ted it right to follow him as his King, partly for kindred. There was alfo 
$ohn (or rather zfames) Lord Dalkeith, who had married the Kings fi- 
tter (as Hotlinjhed wriccth ih the life of Mackebeth ) as alfo the manuscript 
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in this fame place, and the contra# with the Earle of Mortdrt yet bear- 
cth : Alfo the manufcript in the life of Grotte James (this E. James fa- 
ther) faith, the Lord Dalkeith, ( or tienty his fonne racher ) married the 
faid Grofie James eldeft daughter * this James filter called Margaret : 
whether therefore having married the Kings fitter, and fo fracke On 
that fide, or having married E. James fitter, and being of the name, the 
Earle Douglas was fo much the more incenfed again ft him, chat he fhould 
without regard of this tie havejoyned with his enemies, and therefore 
befieged the Cattle of Dalkeith, binding himfelfe by an oath not to de- 
port from thence, untill he had gotten it taken in. But it was valiantly 
defended by Patrick Cockburnt and clarkington , in fuch foit, that after he 
was conftrained by great travdl, and trouble of his men with watching, 
and many wounds to lift his fiege and depart. The King had in the mean 
time conveencd a company of men to have releeved the befieged, hue 
finding that his power was not fuflicient for that purpofe, he relolved to 
attend the coming of ^Alexander Cordon, Earle of Huntley, his brother 
in law (or fitter fonne) whom he made Lieutenant, and who they faid 
was come in with a greac Army colledfed Out of the furtheft parts of the 
North. But as hee was marching through Angus (the twenty eight of 
May) he was cncountred atlirichen, by theEatle of Crawford, who 
lay for him there to ftoppe his pallage. There was fought a great battell 
betwixt them in fuch fort, that Huntleys middle ward was almoft de- 
feated, and well nigh routed, not being able to fuftain the impreflion of 
Crawfords army, which was fo ftrong,that they failed but a little to over- 
throw the Kings Standard, brought thither and difplayed by Huntle f, 
, had it not been for the cowardly and treacherous flight oijohn College 
of Bonnie- Moone, to whom the left wing was comrnitted by Crawford’. 
He in the hotteft of the conflidt ( offended with Crawford , bccaufe he had 
refufed him that fame morning the Bairony of Ferme, or a part thereof, 
which lay neare to his houfe) fled on fet purpofe out of the battell, and 
fo left the middle ward naked on the one fide of the fpeciall force, which 
the faid Earle had, which was called the battell of axes, or billmen. By 
their flight, the reft (who were almoft vigours) were fo terrified, that 
they turned their backs, and left the rfi&ory to Huntley , farre beyond his 
ovvne expedition* and yet, not without a great (laughter of his friends, 
fervants and followers*, and efpecially thofe of his name,amongft whom 
were two of his brethren. This battell was fought on the Afcenfiott 
day, in the yeare 1453. hee had before the battell that fame day given 
lands to the principall men of thofe furnames that were with him^s Eor- 
beffes , Lejlits , Vrwines , Ogtlbics , Cr aunts, and diverfe others, which made 
them fight with greater courage. Crawford alfo loft many of his men, 
together with his brother John Undefay , fo that the Ioffe oil both fides, 
was accounted almoft equalL 

Hnntlcy had the name of the vi&ory, yet could not match forward tO 
the King, as hee intended, and that partly becaufeof his great IdfTeoF 
men, partly for that he was idvertrfed, that tsfrehbatd Douglas Earle ot 
Murray had invaded his lands, and burnt the Pick of Strabogie. Where- 
fore hee returned fpeedily to his ovvne Cotintrey, which gave Crawford 
ni unci * leafur* 
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leafure and occafion to poure out his wrath againfl diem, who hadfb 
traiteroufly forfaken him, by burning and waiting their lands, and caft- 
ing downe their Houfes and Cattles* Huptley being returned to the* 
North, not onely recompenfed the dammage done to him by the Earle 
Murray , but alio compelled him out of his whole bounds of Murray : 
yet it was not done, without conflift and mutual! harme : for Huntley coa- 
ming to Elgin in Murray > found it divided, the one halfe (landing for 
him, the other halfe ( and almoft the other fide of the ftreet) (landing 
for the Earle Murray : wherefore he burnt that halfe which was for Mur- 
ray*, and hereupon rofc the Proverb,#*//* done as Eglin was bum. While 
heisthere,Murrayaflembledhispower, which confiding moft of fopt- 
men, he fate downe upon a hill fome two or three miles off, called the 
Drum of Pluskardein, which was unacceffible to horfemen, Huntley 
fbrrowed his lands to draw him from the hill, or at leaft to bee revenged 
of him that way, thinking heedurft not come into the plain fields, and 
not thinking it fafe to attault him in a place of f uch difadvantage . But 
Murray feeing Huntliesmen fo fcattered, came out of his ftrength* and, 
falling upon foure or five hundreth borfemen, drave them into a bogue 
called the bogue of Dunkintie, in the bounds of Pittendreigh , full of 
eioag- mires, to deep, that a fpeare may bethruft into them, and notfinde 
thebottome. In this bogue many were drowned, the reft daine , few or 
none efcaping of that company. There are yet to be feene (words, fteel- 
caps, and fuch other things which are found now and then by the Coun- 
trey people that live about it. They made this round ly me of it after* 
ward. 

Where left thou thy men thou Gordon fo gay f 

In the Bogue of Dunkintie mowing the Hay, 

Thefe vi&ories in the North** together with the repulft ( at leaft the 
retreat) of the Earle Douglas from the Cattle of Dalkeith did fo encou- 
rage the King, that he began to conceive better hopes of his affaires, and 
by the counfell of Archbifhop Kenncdie he called a Parliament at Edin- 
burgh , and fummoned the Earle Douglas and his partners to compeir 
thereat. But the Earle was fo farre from obeying , that he caufed plack- 
ards to be affixed upon the Church doores , and other publick places, 
fealed with his feale, containing in effe<5f,that from thenceforth he would 
neither obey citation, nor other commandement, of the Kings,nor in any 
fort commit his life to him , who having allured his Coufins to Edin- 
burgh, and his brother to Stirlin, under fafe condud, had traiteroufly 
murthered them without any order of law , and contrarie to his oath. 
Hereupon he and his three brethren, <_# rchbald,fiaghjmd fobn y togethct 
With ItarrrXjReU&of Earle William, were declared Rebels,and forfeited, 
and with them Alexander Earle of Crawford, and fames Lord Hammil- 
toun *, and that the number of the Nobilitie might not feeme to be dimi- 
nifhed by their forfeiture, there were divers new Lords created , and the 
goods and lands of the forfeited given to them. 

Thereafter an Armie was levied to purfue them, their lands were waft- 
ed, their goods driven away , their conus deftroyed , and then (: winter 

r comming 
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cbmmine on) bectufe the Arnvie could not Kcln the fields, they werd 

difmifled , and appointed to meet againe in the fpring. But the Earle 
Douglas feemed to make fmall account of all this, and that the grandour 
of his houfe ( which was growne to that great height by that great mar- 
riage) might not be impaired, and that efface transferred to ftrangers , he 
takes to wife the forefaid Beatrix , and deales with the Pope for a difpen- 
fation, and confirmation of the marriage. But that fute was croft by the 
Kings Letters. I finde it in an ancient book written of the Douglases in 
meec-er, that (lie her felfe alledged, that her firft husband (Earle William ) 
had never carnall copulation with her, and that fhe gave her oath there- 
upon : which givech fome colourable excufe to this fad , which other- 
wife is fo enormous, and void of all appearance that he could have beene 
fo fliamelcflc as to have gone about it without fome fuch reafon, or pre- 
text, which therefore I would not omit to intimate, and I remember not 
that I have read it elfevvhere. However it were , he kept her as his wife, 
and continued the warresthat yeare, and the next two yeares , pillaging 
and wafting the Kings pofieffions $ and the King doing the like to him, 
efpecially in Annandale, Galloway, and the Forrcft. Hereupon enfued 
a Famine, and upon the Famine a Peftilence , Townes and Caftles were 
deftroyed on both fides , and no fcinde of hoftilitie pretermitted. The 
King notwichftanding caufed trie indiredly whether the Earle could be 
perfwaded to yeeld him felfe to him, andchtfwileftof his friends coun- 
lelled him to doe it r alledging that his Predeceflours had often done fo 5 
chiefly feeing he had a King of a gentle nature , and who would be en- 
treated by friends, not to extinguilli fo noble a Familie,and undoe fo ma- 
ny 'Noblemen as joyned with him , or to redadi them to that neceffitiei 
that they fhould be forced to take a courfe for themfelves •, that it would 
be eafier for him to get fome good quarters now, while matters were as 
yet not paft reconciliation, and while his friends were about him, then 
afterward, when he fhould be deferted, and left alone : then there would 
be no hope of pardon. To this he anfwered. That he would never com- 
mit himfelfe to the credit of thofe whom neither fhame nor honeftie 
could binde, who regarded neither the law of God, nor marnbut having 
allured his Coufins and Brother with faire promifes , had fo traiteroufly 
and cruelly flain them , that hec would rather fuffer all extremity , then 
come into their power. This fpeeeh was approved or reproved accord- 
ing to every mans difpofition, fome praifing his magnanimitie and cou- 
rage, fome difliking his obftinaeie,& exhorting him not to iofe this good 
occafionof making his peace , which (if his friends wearie of troubles 
fhould abandon him ) he would repent afterwards. He perfifted in his 
opinion, and what for deteftation of the fadt , what for feare to be ufed 
after the fame manner himfelfe , if he fhould come into the Kings pow- 
er (as it falls out, and muft of neceflity, where truft, which is the ground 
of all peace and reconciliation's taken away)not fuffering any thought of 
peace to come into his mindc , refolved himfelfe to trie the fortune of 
warre. 

But the Earle Crawford being wearie of fo long troubles, apprehend- 
ing the iniquitie of thecaufe, and weighing with himfelfe thfecommori 

, changeable- 


Digitized by L^OOQle 


loo 0/ lames the ninth, 

changeablenefle of all humane affaires, and knowing that pardon would 
be eafily granted to him who fliould preoccupy the Kings favour, and 
uneafie and difficult to thofe that (hould continue in armes, being left by 
a part of his friends, and fufpe&ing the fidelicie of the reft, as the King 
was journeying through Angus, he ca|ls himfelfe in his way with a ha- 
bit moft compofed to move pitie, bare footed, and bare headed •, lie plain- 
ly confefled his offences in times part, put himfelfe abfoh.tely in the 
Kings will, commemorating the good offices done by his Predeceffours •, 
that he acknowledged that whatever had happened to him, had happened 
by his owne default; whatever life or fortune he fliould have thereafter, 
he would owe it to the Kings clemencie. Thcfe and fuch like f peeches 
moved the Noblemen that were prefent, efpecially the Gentlemen of 
Angus, who although they had always followed the King, yet were loath 
that fo ancient and noble an houfe fliould perilluchiefly Archbifhop Ken- 
nedies howbeit he had received many injuries of Crawford Cor his father) 
yet confidering of what importance it was to the King to have his owne 
forces increafed by this acccffion , and his enemies diminiflied and weak- 
ned by want of fo great a man , dealt earneftly with the King to receive 
him into his wonted place of honour and favour. Neither was the King 
difficult to be entreated, but gracioufly pardoned him, and reftored him 
to his former condition both of goods and honour , onely admonifhing 
him to doe his dutie in time to come. It is reported that the King being 
defirous to performe his promife ( which was to raze the houfe of Phi- 
neavin,thechiefeMannour of the Earle Crawfords ) and to make the 
higheft ftone the loweft , he went up to the top of the houfe , and (ac- 
cording to this promife)threw down a little ftone, which was lying loofe 
above the built worke, to the ground,Vhich is to this day kept in an iron 
chaine for a Monument and memoriall of this adlion. Some alfo write 
that the King tooke from him the lands of Badenoch and Loquhabre, 
and gave them to Huntley for the lands which he had diftributed at the 
field of Brighen, as alfo the fecond place in Parliament, and honour of 
bearing the Scepter. Crawford died within fix moneths of a burning 
feavour at Phineavin , and was buried in the Gray Friers at Dundee , in 
the Sepulchre of his Progenitors. 

The Earle Douglas informed hereof, and feeing his forces decay daily, 
and the Kings daily growing greater, he thought he would goe trie what 
fuccour or fupport he could have out of England , and for that effedt he 
lent James Hammiltoun of Cadyou to K. Henry to defire his help in this 
eftate. King Henry confidering, and thinking the occafion fit for him to 
encroach upon Scotland, perfwading himfelfe that the Earle Douglas his 
paffion of revenge on the one part, and the neceflitie of his eftate on the 
other (two po werfull perfwaders to move men ) fliould drive him to ac- 
cept his help on whatever termes,was content to aide him upon this con- 
dition, that he fliould become his fubjedt,fweare himfelfe EnglHh,and fo 
to continue for ever ; and for better aflurance hereof., fliould put into his 
liands fuch Strengths and Caftles in Scotland as he had in fus cuftodie. 
Unto this Douglas replied very generoufly and honeftly , “ That hee 
f would never leave, fuch a blot upon hisKoufc,aod would rather choofe 
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to die by wbatevfef hand, then commit fuch a crime againft his Countrey, 
for a fault done by the Prince and fome particular men onely, whereof he 
hoped to be avenged ,. without that fharue. This being fo honeft a part, 
and teftifying Co honeft a heart , as fome of them have not had the like, 
even of thole who pretended to be Kings themfelves ( fome of whom 
have net refuted to tender themfelves and their Kingdomes to the Eng- 
lilh fervitude, to be avenged of their enemies,and to obtainethe Crown 
for themfelves ) is too lightly overpaffed by our Writers , without the 
dueteftimony, approbation, and praife that it well deferveth. Befides, 
there can hardly be a clearer argument of his not affeding or aiming at 
the Crowne , which his brother and Predeceffours were charged with, 
and traduced to the King : for had he beene that way fet, he would have 
accepted of the proffer of England, and made ufeof their help , which 
( queftionleffe ) thefc Kings would not have denied him , according to 
their ordinary practice. And how many are there that would have for- 
borne iq fuch power, and upon fuch an occafion ? for although he feems 
to have no colour of title to the Crowne , yet men that alpire to it, 
doe feldome want their pretences, when they have power to fearch it. So 
that the greater is the pitie in fo moderate profecution of fuch a quarrell, 
that the event fhould have beene fo hard on his fide, which appeares yet 
better in chat which followed. 

So left thus to himfelfe, by the inftigation of his partners, and 
namely of fames Hanmtltoun of Cadyou , hee gathered together his 
friends and followers to raife the fiege of Abercome, which the King 
hadbefet, and lay before itinhisovvne perfon. And when hee was 
come within five miles, or ( as others fay ) within fight of the befie- 
gers, they looked affuredly thac he would , and that hee had refolved 
to fight, becaufc he put his Army in order of baccell * and being very 
ready for their part, and forward, Cadyou alfo exhorting him thereto, 
that he would end thefe warres with a notable vi&orie, to his perpetuali 
praife, or with an honourable death, as became his houfe, that he would 
vindicate himfelfe from thole miferies and contumelies * he utterly refil- 
led to fight, though he were more in number, faying plainly , his heart 
would not fuffer h»m,nor ferve him to fight againft hisSoveraign. Wher- 
by k may be conje&ured (as fakh the Manufcript) that his meaning was 
only to have terrified the King, and brought him to fome reafonable con- 
ditions of peace. But there wanted interceflours to deale betwixt them, 
partly beeaufe aEwereingagedcotbeone or other fide , partly for that 
they beleeved that he ftill perfifted in his former opinion of diftruft and 
indignation , and fo nothing was done therein by any. Others interpret it 
to have bin cowardize,or faint heartcdnefie,anfl lack of courage(fbr their 
words import fomuch)a fault that was incident to few of that ftock, and 
we never finde it imputed to any of them againft Englander againft any 
■other private ene tme*, neither to this man ellewhere,but only at this time. 
And we heard how after the killing of his brother hiscourage is com- 
mended, pgether with his piety. The reafon of it hath been this •, then 
while his anger was recent^nd green againft the authors thcrcofihc could 
.have done any thing to have been avenged •, now time having taken away 
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the edge of chat difpofition,when he confidcred it was his King he had ro 
do with,whofe hand the Courtiers, his enemies, had onely borrowed; his 
naturall affe<ftion,and regard of a fubjed toward his Prince, was returned, 
and by peece- meal had taken pofleflion of his heart again,as the own pro- 
per lodging where it had been harboured ever before. Certainly this refu- 
fall to fight now, and his former reje&ing the King of Englands diftoyal! 
conditions of help, have proceeded from one and the fame difpofitionof 
minde. Wherefore feeing that ought highly to be p railed, I fee not how 
this can be condemned,at leaft how they can condemn it, that do fo high- 
ly refpett that high place of Kings.The word alfo will import,noc alto- 
gether flat cowardife, but a natural fluggifhnefle,& want of adHon, where- 
of cowardife is fometimes the caufe,but not alway, though they concurrer 
often. But there is another affe&on that makes men flack in adf ron, which 
proceeds not either of fluggifhnefle , or cowardife , but of irrefolution $ 
when a man fwiming betwixt two opinions, refotoes not fully upon ei- 
ther,and this feemes to have beene his difpofition. A great impediment in 
his a&ions , and at leaft in this laft point of fuch importance, the caufe of 
his ruine, while neither his heart could fuffer him to betake himfelf againft 
his Prince, whom naturally he affe&ed, neither could he djgeft tofoigec 
the fadf done,or(after it)to commit himfelf to the doer. Which dtfpouci- 
on,though it have brought out the like effe&s as cowardlinefle and ftug- 
giftmefle are wont to do,to wit,lingring and efehewing of the battell,yec 
this did not proceed in him from either of thefe two, but had the originall 
from a very honeft minde to his dutie. His love to his Prince ftrove and 
fought with another dutie , which was his love to his dead brother,orto 
his owne honour.Out of which, whileas he either cannot, or occafion i? 
not offered to extricate himfelfe,and winde out a full refolution,hc fuller- 
ed himfelfe to be carried unto that which he was moll inclined to, his 
love to his Prince,and thereby he dipt and let Aide through his feigCrs(as 
it were) this faire occafion which was then offered unto him , of no lefle 
( in the judgement of his friends)then the calling the dice for the Crown. 
And fo $ antes Hamilton told him, that the occafion was fuch,that if he did 
not lay hold of it,he fhould never finde the like again : he told him with- 
all,that his want of refolution woufo be his overthrow, as it was indeed. 

For J’omcs Hammiltoun himfelfe left him that fame night, and went to 
the King , of whom hee was fo honourably and well received , that o- 
thers thereby were encouraged to come in alfo. Yet others write that he 
• was committed to ward in Rofleline for a certaine feafbn, and afterward 
releeved at the entreatie of George Douglas Earle of . Angus. However, 
by his information to the King of theeftate of the Earle Douglas his 
Annie, how forward thty had beene to have fought , and howdifeon- 
tented and difeouragedthey were with hi?iingring,how the greau^eft mo- 
tive that kept them with him was their doubting of pardon for th*k for- 
mer offences, the King caufed make a Proclamation, that wbofoever 
would come unto him,and forfake the Earle Douglas, foouhihxvefrtete- 
miffion for all that was paft, providing they came withirij|& houres. 

This being publifhed,the moft part of the Earls Anafclefx him,fo that 
there remained not ( ere the next morning) with himcbbve aooo. man 
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whereby he was conftraincd to leave the fields , and his friends and fer- 
vancs that were in Abercorne to be cruelly flaine, and executed * for the 
Cattle was taken by force , and demolifhed, to his no (mall reproach, 
in that he was fo irrefolute , and had not by fome mcane or other procu- 
red at leaft fome honeft compofirion for himfelfe and them , or elfe to 
have adventured all. Where if he would not have taken the Kingdome, 
in cafe of vidorie, yet might he honourably have fet downe conditions 
of peace 5 or if he had loft the field, he could not have loft more then he 
did •, for by thefe meanes,abandoned of all, he was conftrained to flee un- 
to England. 

In the yeare 145 5 . having gotten together a fmall company of men, he 
returned into Annandale , thinking to have found fome friends in thofe 
quarters, which were his own lands before 5 but there he was encountred 
by theKingsfollowers,efpecially by his own kinfman(but the KingsCou- 
{in)George E.of Angus(asfome write)who defeated him. His brother the 
Earle of Murray was {lain in the field, and his other brother the Earle of 
Ormond was hurt, and taken prifoner *, after his wounds were cured, be- 
ing brought to the King, he was executed, with greater regard to this laft 
adlion,then refped to his vi&ory obtained not far from the fame place, at 
Sark,againft the Engli(h,&M^«# with the red may ,their infolentCham- 
pion, which was fo greatly praifed by the King before, and fo acceptable 
to all Court and Countrey. Such is the courle and viciflitude of all hu- 
mane affaires. We heart of one onely fonne of Ormor)ds,named Hugh , 
Dean of Brichen, of whom we fhall fpcake fomewhat hereafter in the 
life of Archbald Earle of Angus, who was Chancellour of Scotland. His 
takers were the Lord Carlile , and tfohnflon of Johnfton, to whom the 
King gave in recompence the 40.1.1and in Pittinen upon Clide, to each of 
them a 20.1.1and thereof. Thethird brother,^/* Lord of Balvenie,efca- 
ped in a wood , and the Earle himfelf by flight got him to Dunftaffage, 
where finding Donald Earle of Rofle,and Lord of the Ifles,he incited him 
to make war againft the King in his favours, and after he had ingaged him 
therein, he withdrew himfelfe again into England. This is noted to have 
beene in the yeare 1455. after which there was a Parliament callcdfabout 
the fifth of June, or Auguft,as the Adis bearej wherein he , and his bro- 
ther John, and his wife Beatrix , were againe forfeited, and their lands of 
Galloway annexed to thq Crowne. This Beatrix ( who had beene his 
Brothers wife, and whom he had ufed and kept for his owne wife for cer- 
tainc yeares) came to the King, and excufed her felfe, as being a woman, 
and compelled to doe what {he had done. The King received her into fa- 
vour, and married her to John Stuart his halfe brother ( by the mother ) 
and gave her the lands of Balvenie. This John was afterward made 
Earle of Athole in King fames the thirds time: he had by Beatrix two 
daughters onely, the eldcft of which was married to the Earle of Errole. 
This is caft in by fome in the next yeare following. 

The Earl Douglas abandoned on all hands, travelled with Donald of the 
Ifles, Earle of Roflc, conforme to their old band made with Earle Willi- 
am to aflift him, and renew his claim to the lfles.Hereupon Donald wafted 
Argyle, Arran, Loquhaber,and Murray, took the Cattle of Inner- Nefle, 
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burnt the towne,and proclaimed hitnfielfe King of the Hies : but his wife 
(who was daughter to fames Levingjho , and had beene given «o him in 
marriage at the Kingsdcfice, of purpofe to retain him the better in duty) 
when fhe (aw (he could neither prevaile with, him in chat point, and that 
befides fhe was but contemned by him , and the barbarous people that 
were with him, fhe left him, and came to the King, who received her very 
gladly. About this fame time Fatrtck Thornton, a fecrer favourer of the 
Earle Douglas his fa&ion,though he had followed the Court a long time, 
flew fohn Sandi lands of Caldev the Kings Coufm, and Alans Stuart alfo, 
upon occafion at Dumbartan.Thefe two were of the Kings fide, where* 
fore the laid Thornton was taken by the Kings Officers , and executed. 
Thefe things being not yet fully fettled , did greatly perplex the King, 
between domeftick and forraign enemies. In the year I457.rhe Earl Dan* 
glas czme 'm with Henry Ferae Earle of Northumberland to the Merfe, 
wh ic h as they were in wafting & pillaging, they were encouncred bfGcorga 
Earle of Angus, and put backe to their Camp. Being irritated with this 
mdignitie, they put themfelves in order of battell , without ftaying for 
their full companies $ many of which were gone abroad into the Coun- 
trey and Villages for fpoile and bpotie, and fo entred into con AiA.Whcn 
the noife hereof was carried to the tares of the forrowers, they for four 
of lofingwhat they had gotten , which was a very rich and great prey, 
paft diredly into England , without regarding what bccameof the two 
Earles. Hereby the battell was loft by the Englifh , hut thelofte of mem 
was almoft equal! on both fidcs. This vi&orie did not a little recreate 
the King, and fo affrighted Donald and his Iflanders,that he Pent and fub- 
mitted himfelfetothe King , and was received by him. Neither was 
there any farther infurredion within the Countrey. Neither did die 
Earle Douglas without the Countrey enterprife any thing by the aid of 
England f they being diftraded at home by the diiTentioo Of LancaAee 
and Yorke) during the dayes of this King, which were not many : for a* 
bout two or three years after this, the King alone was (lain by the wedge 
of-a peece of Ordnance ofhis own, and with him George Earle of Angus 
hurt amongft 30000. of his Armie(of whom none ell e was ekhcr flame 
or hurt ) at the fiege of the Caftle of Roxburgh in the 2p.yeare of his 
age in September 1460, fome 8. yeares after the killing of Earle William 
in Stirlin Caftle, at which time he was about the age of twenty one or 
twenty two yeares. 

• Neither hear we any mention of the Earle Douglas his ftirring in the 
next Kings the thirds) time, either in his minoritie (being but a 

childe or feven or eight yeares of age at his coronation ) or in his 
majoritie •, either in the diffentions betwixt the Kennedies and the 
Jtoydes, or the diflention betwixt the King and the Nobilitie. Whe- 
ther it bee the negligence and floth of Writers that have not record- 
ed things , or whether hee did nothing indeed , through want of 
power, his friends, and dependers , and vaflals being left by him , and 
defpahing of him , having taken another courfe, and his lands being 
difpofed of to others ♦, fo it is, that for the fpace of twenty yeares , or 
three and twenty, untill the yeare 1483. there is itothing but deep© 
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filencewith him in all Hiftories. Onely wee finde that hee was made 
Knight of the noble Order of the Garter by King Edward the fourth, and 
is placed firft in order of all the Earles , and next to him the Earle of A- 
rundell (who is the foil Earle of England) inthebooke, intituled. 
Nobilitas Politico •, and the Englifh Heraulds fay of him, that he was a. very 
valiant noble Gentleman, well beloved of the King and Nobility, and 
very fteadable to King Edward in all his troubles. Thefe troubles ( per- 
haps) have beenethe caufe that they could enterprife nothing in Scotland 
untill the forefaid yeare 1483. However it be, he hath the honour to be 
the foil of his Nation admitted into that Order. 

At laft then in the yeare 1483. Alexander Duke of Albanie, and bro- 
ther to King tfames the third ( who was alfo banifbed in England ) and the 
Earle Douglas, defirous to know what was the affe&ion of their Coun- 
treymen toward them,vowed that they would offer their offering on the 
High Altar of Loch-mabane upon the Magdalen day , and to that effett 
got together fome five hundred horfe ( What Scottifh what Englifh ) and 
acertainehumberof Englifh foot- men, that remained with UMufgrave 
at Burnefwark hill to afofl them in cafe they needed. So they rode to- 
ward Loch-mabane>and at their coming the fray was raifed through N id- 
difdale,Annandale, and Gallo way, who afiembling to the Laird of Mouf- 
hill (then Warden) encountred them with great courage. The Englifh 
who were on the hill(Burnefwark)fled at the firft fight of the enemy, fo 
that the reft behoved either to doe or die. And therefore they fought it 
out manfully from noone till twilight, with skirmifhes , after the border 
fafhion, fometimes the one, fometimes the other having the advantage . 
At laft the vidorie fejl to the Scots , though it coftthem muchbloud. 
The Duke of Albanie efcaped by flight, but the Earle of Douglas being 
now an aged man, was ftricken from his horfe, and taken prifoner with 
his owjpe confent, by a brother of the Laird of Clofeburnes,in this man- 
nerThe King tfkmsj .)had made a proclamation, that whofoever fhould 
take the E .Douglas foould have loo.l.land: the E.beingthen thus on foot 
in the field, weariedoffO long exile,andthin king that he might( perhaps) 
be knowne by fome ocher, feeing in the field Alexander Kilpatrick ( a ion 
of Clofeburnes,and one that had beene his owne fervant before)he calls 
on him by his name, and when he came to him, he faid , I have foughten 
long enough againft my fortune, and (ince I mufi die, I will rather that ye ( who 
have beene nr) owne fervant, and whom I knew to be faithfull to me as long as l 
did dny thing that was likely for myfelfe ) have the benefit thereby then any 0 
ther. Wherefore take me , and deliver me to the King according to his 
Proclamation , but fee thou beefi fure hee keepe hts word before thou deli- 
ver me. The young man, who loved the Earle entirely in his heart, 
wept ( as is reported ) for forrow, to fee him thus aged , and alter- 
ed in difguifea apparell , and offered to goe with him into Eng- 
land. But hee would not, being wearied of fuchendlefle troubles; 
onely hee defired the young man to get his life fafe , if hee could 
obtaine fo much at the Kings hands , if not , to bee fure of his 
owne reward at leaft. Hereupon Kilpatricke conveyed him fecret- 
ly out of the field > and kept him in a poore cottage fome few dayes, 
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untill hee had fpoken with the King, who granted him the Earles life, 
and gave unto himfelfethe fiftie pound land of Kirk Michaell, which is 
poffeft by his heires, unto this day. Some give the honour of this vi- 
ctory to Cockfool and Johnfton, and make the number of thofe that came 
with Douglas and Albany greater, and fay that King Richard of England 
blamed the Duke ofAlbanieforthe lone thereof, and that hee difeon* 
tented and taking it ill to bee fo blamed, withdrew himfelfe fecretly in* 
to France. 

The Earle Douglas being brought to the King, hee ordained him to be 
put into the Abbacie of Lindores •, which fentence when hee heard, 
hee faid no more but this : Hee that may no better bee, muft hee a CWonk, 
which is paft in a Proverbe to this day. Hee remained there till 
the day of his death (which was after the death of King tfamis the third) 
which fell out 1488. he being of a good age, and having becne a man in 
a&ion from the beginning of his brother WtHtam now foure and fourty' 
yeares. 

Some write that while he was in Lindores, the fad ion of the Nobi- 
lity (that had put Coghran to death, and punifhed fome others of the 
Courtiers fupported by the Kings favour) efpecially ^trchbald Earle of 
Angus, (called Be/l-the-Cat )defired him to come out of his Cloyfter, and 
be head of their fa&ion •, promifing he fhould be redo fed to all his lands. 
Which feemeth not very probable : But that which others write, hath 
more appearance,that the King defired him to be his Lievetenant again A 
the Rebells •, but hee laden with yeares and old age, and weary of trou- 
bles, refufed, faying •, Sir, you have kept mee, and your black coffer in Stirling 
too long, neither of us can doe you am good .* I, becaufemy friends have for- 
faken me, and my followers and dependers are fallen from mee, betake' 
them (elves to other mailers •, an dyour blacke trumde is too farre from you, 
and your enemies are between you ana it : or (as others fay) becauft^ there 
was in it a fort of black coyne, that the King had caufed to bee coyned, 
by the advifeof his Courtiers ; which moneyes (faith he) Sir, if you had 
put out at the firfl, the people would have taken if, and if yon had imfloyed mee 
in due time , I might have done you fervtce. But now there is none that 
will take notice of me. nor meddle wkh your money. So he remained 
ftillin the Abbacy of Lindores, where hee died, anno 1488. and was 
buried there. 

T Hus began and grew, thus flood and flourifhed, thus decayed and 
ended the Noble Houfe of Douglas, whole love to their Coun- 
trey, fidelity to their King, and difdain of Englifh flavery was fonaturall, 
and of fuch force and vigour, that k had power to propagate it felfeffom 
age to age, and from branch to branch, being not onely in the flocfte, but 
in the collateral!, and by branches alfb, fo many as have beene fpoken of 
here. They have continually retained that naturallfapand juice which 
was firft in Sholto, then in William the Hardie> who died in Berwick (who 
was in a manner a fecond founder) in fuch a mcafure, that amongft them 
all it is uncertain which of them have beene mod that way afieded .This 
vertue joyned with valour (which was no Ioffe nat until, and hereditary* 
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fromman to man) caufed their increafe and greatnefle : their Prince Fa- 
vouring them for thefe vertues, and they by thefe ferving their Princes in 
defence of their Countrey •• Their affection prefling them thereto, their 
worth and valour fufficing them, the hearts of the people affeCfing and 
following them : Their enemies regarding and refpe&ing them, all meri 
admiring them: fo that in effeft, the weight of warlike affaires was whol- 
ly laid on them. The Kings needed oncly to give themfelves to admi- 
nifter jufticc, confute, and direCfc, living at peace and eafe, and in great 
quietnefle to iife their honed recreations) from the latter dayes of King 
Robert Bruce, wherein chere was a pleafant harmony, and happy concur- 
rence •, the Kings (asthe great wheel and hr ft mover) carrying thefirft 
place in honour and motion, and commanding : and they in the next 
roome, ferving and obeying, and executing their commandemencs fas 
under wheels, turned about by them) courageoufly, honourably, faith- 
fully and happily^ to the great honour and good of their Prince and 
Countrey. 

. This behoved to be accompanied with greatnefle : for neither could 
fervice (to any purpofe) bee done without refpe&ed greatnefle, neither 
had greatneffe becne worthily placed without fervice. Their power is 
laid by fome to have been fuch, that fif they had not divided amongft 
themfelves,) no Subject in this lfland could have compared with them 
in puiffance. But that which diminifhed their power, and ruined.the 
Earle Douglas , was the falling of the houfes of Angus and Morton, from 
them to the King : for the laft battell the Earle Douglas was at, the 
Earle of Angus difcomfited him * fo that it became a Proverbe, The Red 
Douglas put dotonei he Black : Thofe of the houfe of Angus, being ofthe 
fairer complexion. They might have raifed (thirty or fourty thoufand 
men) under their owne command, and of their owne dependersonely, 
and thefe moft valiant .* for their command was over the moft expert, 
and moft exercifed in warre, by reafon of their vicinitie, and nearneffe to 
England, which was their onely matter and whetftonc of valour. They 
who give them leaft, give them 15000. men, who upon all occafions 
were ready with them to have ridden into England, at their pleafure, 
and backe even for their private quarrells, and have flayed there twenty 
dayes, and wafted all from Durham Northward, which no other private 
Subject could ever doe, upon their owne particular, without the Kings 
Army : this power (as hath been faid ) they ufei ever well, without gi- 
ving of offence to their Prince in any fort, that we can reade of clearly 
and exptefly fet downe. 

Yet our Writers fay, it was too greit for Scotland. But how could it 
betoo great, that was thus for the good of it? for the Kings fervice? for 
their eafe ? making no rebellion, no refiftance, no contradiction ? which 
(we fee) they came never to, untill the killing of E. William at Stirling. 
Truely if we fhall fpeake without partiality, their greatnefle was fo ufe- 
full to their King and Couhtrey, that tleCtor Boetius ftickes hoc to fay, 
the Douglases were ever the fure buckler, and warre wall of Scotland, 
and wonne many lands by their Angular man-hood and vaflalages: for 
theydecored this Realme with many noble Ads, and by the glory of 
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their Martiall deeds . And though their puilTance Was fufpetted to fome 
of their Kings, and was now the caufe of their declining, yet lince that 
houfe was put downe, Scotland hath done but few memorable deeds of 
Armes : And we cannor fay juftly, that they gaveany caufe of jealoufie. 
Princes were moved to conceive it without juft occafion given by them, 
urilefle it were a fault to be great : whether they were jealous of their 
owne naturall inclination fas jealoulie is efteemed ordinarily to the high- 
eft places)orbythefuggeftionof others, that were mean men, andfo 
envious of great men : the one inclining to jealoulie, theother working 
on that inclination, however notwithftanding of all this, they ftill beha- 
ved themfelves towards their Princes moderately , obeying them to 
warding, and after releeving to warding again, at their Kings pleafure, 
without any reliftanCe whatfoever, as may be feene in the Earle of Wig- 
ton, which being well conlidercd, the caufe oftheir ftirring, or commo- 
tion againft their Prince ( which was never till this laft man ) will ap- 
peare not to have proceeded from their greatnefte, enterpriling againft 
their Prince, or afpiring to his Throne, (although the meanc men, and 
new ftart-up Courtiers perfwaded the King fo, for their owne advantage 
and ends} but the caufe was indeed the alpiring and ambition of thefe 
mean men, who laboured to climbe up into their roomes by their decay, 
neither was this their afpiring by vertue,but by calumnies, and flattering, 
foftering the forefaid jealoufie. 

I know it is a maxime in Policie, and that plaufible to many*, That 
Trinces fhould not Juffer too great Sub] eels in their Dominions *, yet it is cer- 
tain, that without great Subje&s there can be no great lervice. T hings 
may be Ihufled at home, but abroad there can never any thing bee done 
to the purpofe, or of note. But now the queftion is where great men 
are already *, whether it bee beft thus to undoe them, and make up new 
men by their ruine, or not : a thing worthy to bee conlidered : and alfo, 
whether or not there be a poflibilitic to ule great men to good ufes*, and 
(ifpofliblc} whether it were not better to doefo, then to goe about to 
undoe them: whether alfo there be not in undoing of them luch great 
hazard ( as we lee ) that though it may fucceed at laft (as it did here ) 
yet it is not lo good wifedome to adventure upon it with fuch trouble 
and uncertainty. 

Truely ,that which made it to fucceed, was the very honeft heait of this 
laft Earle tfames *, who, if either hee would have turned Englifh , and 
call off all refpedf to his native Prince, or entered into battell againft 
him at Abercorne, it had proved an unwife courfe fo to have affe&ed the 
advancement of theft mean men $ and not rather to have ufed them 
well, that were become already great. And therefore the Writers finde 
no other caufe of this fuccefle on the Kings fide, but the onely provi- 
dence of God, who had not determined to give the Crowne to the 
Douglas , but to continue it in the right line ; which though the 
Douglas did not aime at, yet being driven to this necelfity, either to 
lofe his owne eftate, or to take the Crowne in cale of vi&ory, hee could 
hardly have refufed it, if it fhould have come to that, but hee chofe ra- 
ther to lofe his owne $ and loft it indeed by a rare modefty, which is 
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even difallo wed by Writers, who interpret it to havebeene feareful- 
nefle, or laztoerte; fohard is it to know the right, and nortoincurre 
fome cenfure in our a&ions ; how ever it bee, this appeares moft cer- 
tain, that their meaning to their Prince and. Couotrey hath ever bcene 
good, and that even in this man • Their errours and faults whatfoever 
they fell into, they were drawne to them by tfie malice of their particu- 
lar enemies, and the Princes aflifting, f'oftering and maintaining them in 
their wayes, thereby to undoethat Barledome, jealous of their Crowne, 
and that they might reigne (perhaps,) with greater liberty, and fuller 
abfolutencrte, which their Courtiers perfwaded them they could not 
doe, fo long as they flood. Put k comes not ever fb to pafte ; and though 
it came here fo to parte in this Kings dayea ( which were not many ) yet 
in his fonnes dayes, wee (hall fee it fell out otherwayes : for out of thefe 
mean men (at leaftin refpe& of the houfe of Douglas) there arofe 
fome who proved as great, and greater teflrainers of that liberty, then 
ever the Earles of Douglas were. So that if that bee. the end of cutting 
off great men (to obtain greater liberty) wee fee it is not alwayes at* 
rained, and doth not ever follow upon it*, yea, weefhafl fee, that . 
almoft it never (qr but for a very fhort while ) produceth 
that effect. It is therefore worthy to be examined, whe- 
ther it be to be foughe,or to be bought at fb deare 
. a rate, fuch hazard and trouble. But this 
is the viciflitudc of this rolling 
world •, let men confide 
it, and reverence 
the Ruler. 


Jacobus Coma Cindorenfi c<em~ 
bio indujw . 

guid rides rnfitmane cafat, cetttqut reeeffum f 
gnodque cucuuatis fretribm tnotweror ? 

Si fortune volente vices fet modo Prim tft-> 

Plebeias : Monachuj fepc jionoreho fHit* 

Why doe you laugh to fee my fl#ven Crowne ? 

My Cell, my Cloyfter,and my hooded Gowne i 
This is the power of that Soveraifnq Qyeen, 

By whom Monkes,MonarchesiMonarches Montes have been* 

Another , 

•Both Fortunes long I tri'd, and found at laft, 

No State fo happy as an humble reft. 

Georgius 

•* 
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Of lames the ninth. 


Georgius vingufia comes. 


lytnvici Gallos obfejfos undique lathe, 

Scotorum, eripuit teduce parva manus , 

It dace Duglaiius, vidus quoin Percius beros 
<JMiliti* ftatuunt clara trophea tux : 

Sed confanguinei,fed quid meruere propinqui? 

O furor, 0 rabies, perdere velle fuos ? 

CMatrem ingrata necat crude li viper a, morfu 
Stir pern, qua genita eft uoxia vermis edit 
His non abftmilis fueras: per te domusilla 
Ever fa eft ortum ducts fr unde genus , 

Non me ventofaambitio,nondiracupido 
Egitopum me nonimpulitinvieua 
Terre par em poteram, poteram vel ferre prior em y 
Contentufque mea forte beat us eram: 

Jft Regiparere & juft a faceffer fxum*. 

Fas quoque femper eras, fas mihi femper or it 

George Earle of Angus. 

Thou ledft a handfiill, who from death did free 
The French befieg’d at An wick : victory. 

Though bloudy from the Noble Piercj gaind, 
Increaft thy honour : but againft thy friend 
And kinfman, what ftrange fury turn’d thy force i 
What madnelle to deftroy thy owne, ’twas worfc 
Then Vipers cruelty, compcll’d to eat 
Their way or die * thine was a needlefle hate : 

No vain ambition overfway’d my heart. 

No love of wealth, no envie had a part 
In what I did, I could an equall beare .* 

Nay, did not grudge though Douglas greater were, 
Content with what I had, I happy liv’d, 

But ’twas my Prince his will and ’tis beleev’d 
Lawful!, ana Juftice hath pronounc’t it good 
To ferve our King, without refpeft of bloud. 


\A liud 


r 
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andlafi Earle of Douglas 9 &cl 


\jiliui. 


k*A folopotuit Pompeius Carfare vincl. 

Non mfi Romano milite Roma cadit , 

Duglafios nemo cum poffet vincere^folus 
Duglafium potuit vincere Duglafius. 

Another on the fame. 

Pompey by Cafar onely was o’recome. 

None but a Romane Souldier conquered Rome : 
A Douglas could not have been brought fo low, 
Had not a Douglas wrought his overthrow. 



Here endeth the firjl Tar t y containing 
the Hijlory of the Houfe of 
Douglas: 
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Of the Houfe of A to g u $ 9 before it came to 
the name of D oug la Si 


He great and potent Houfe of Houghs ( of 
which we may fay, the beft fubje&s that evet 
ferved Prince, the worthieft feconds that ever 
fecondedany, worthie for their modeftie to 
be feconded by others , fecond to none in all 
vertue,and true worth of valour, magnanimi- 
tie, kindenefle,courtcfie,faithfulnefle to King, 
Countrey, and kinred, ferving their Prince* 
and ferved by the reft , worthily ferved, wor- 
thie to be ferved, as knowers of fervice,ahd re- 
compencers thereof in due proportioned degree , as Charters of Lands 
liberally given do teftifie ) being thus brought to this pitifull end , there 
arofe in place thereof the Houfe of Angus j of which we come now to 
fpeak, and to view in the defcent of it. If we fhall confider it in our beft 
difcourle, with all circumftances due to it , and compare it with the for- 
mer, to which it fucceeded, balancing ail things aright, we fhall finde it, 
gs not fully fo great in that huge puiflance andlarge extent of lands and 
rents that the houfe of Douglas had ( which did furpafTe all others that 
yere before, or have been fince amongfbfubjcds, ) fofhallitbefeeno- 
therwife nothing inferiour. In antiquitie Angus is thus far beyond it, 
fhatthere have been diverfe I hanes of Angus ( which was a degree of 
honour in thole dayes equall to that of Earles now ) as alfo that the Earles 
pf Angus were created amongft the firft that carried the title of Earles 
in the year 1057. or \o6u at the Parliament of Forfaire inthe dayes of 
King Celtic oltne Kenmore $ whereas the houfe of Douglas was honoured 
Onely with the title of Barons, or Lords. This is much preferment, yet it 
is more, that in our Chronicles the name of the houfe of Douglas is their 
firft found, whereas Angus is found 200. years before that time in the 
?35>.year,howbeit we have already fhowne that there were Douglaffes in 
fhe year 767 .though not mentioned by our Writers. In bloud they are 
tquall on thefathers fide,as being defcended ofthe fame progenitours*,To’ ' 
that what ever belongs to the houfe of Douglas before James flain at 
Qtterburn, belongs alfo to the houfc of Angus*, the firft Earle of Angus 
of that furname being brother to him, and both of them fbnnes <0 Willi- 
am the firft Earle of Douglas, or rather the firft Earle of Douglas, being 
alfo Earle of Angus in effed * feeing his wife was Counteffe of Angus* 
howbeic he ufed not the ftile. By the mothers fide, the houfe of Angus 

E^c 2 hath 
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%q 6 Of the houfe of zA ngus before it came 

hath the preeminence, being defcended of the greatcft in the Kingdom^ 
and even of theRoyall ftocfc, having been divers wayes mingled there* 
with. Invertue, valour* and love ot their Countrey, it refembleth the 
ipring from whence it flowes,and comes nothing fliort of it. In credit* 
authority, place, and adtion,account,favour,ai)d affedion of men, we (hall 
finde it no leiTe beloved and popular , and no leile refpedted and honou* 
led. So that with all this (both likenefle, and no great inequalities bea* 
ling the name of Dvuglas, together with the armes, and title of Lords of 
Douglas, the fall of this former houfe was the leflte felt, it leeming not fo 
much cut off,as tranfplanted* nor deftroyed, as transferred •, fome com* 
fort it is,when it comes fo to pafle,as may be feen in many others. 

To deduce then the houfe of Angus from the firft originall thereof, it 
i$ declared by our Writers,that Kenneth the fecond fon to Alpine , the 
King , having expelled the Pi&s out of hisKingdome , did difpofe of 
their Lands to his Noblemen, and fuch as had done him good fervice in 
the watres. In which diftribution he gave the Province (ofold called O* 
leftia ) to two brothers, the elder ot which was named Angm, or (as Ba* 
chanan ) J&neas, and the younger CMems. Thefe two brothers dividing 
that Province betwixt them, gave each of them his name to that halt he 
])ofTeired,aad fo of one they made two^ralling the one Angus, 'and the o* 
ther the Merns, as thefe Countreyes are fo called at this prefent. This 
is the firft Thane of Angus , from whom that Countrey took the name* 
a. After him we read of other Thanes,as of Rohardut, Radardus , or Cad* 
hardfu , who flew Culcnns ( phe 79. King ) for raviflung his daughter. 
3. Alfo there was one Cruthnetus ( ia the reigne o\ Kenneth , brother to 
Duffejsx the year 1 . ) who was flain by C rat he lint , who was his own 
grand-childe by his daughter Fenella , or Finahella , married to the ThatiU 
qf theMems. 4.Then we have one Sinel, (in the reigne ot Malcolmei he 
fecond fon to this Kenneth , who began huts reigne 1104. and reigned 30. 
years) who married Doaca or Daada , younger daughter to King Malcobni w 
Wbofe elder After Beatrix, was married to Crinen , Thane of the Ifles, and: 
principall of the Thanes, whom that age called Ahthane. 5 , Of this mar* 
riage was procreat Mdckbeth&r -Mackbed , or Mackahee , Thane of Angus, 
and afterward King of Scotland , of whom the Hiftory is fufficiently 
knowne. 6 * The laft Thane was Lut black , font oMachheth, who was 
inftalied King at Scone after his fathers death , but within three moneths 
be was encountered by King Malcolme&nd flain at Strabogie. This was 
about the year 1056, or 57. And fo much ofthe firft period of the houfe 
of Angus, under the title of Thongs. 

The fecond period ofthe hpufe of Angus , is under the title of Earles, 
before it come to the name of Stuart. The firft is , one made Earle by 
King ABalcQlmepitxht Parliament of Forfaire, where Boetius telleth expref* 
ly,tbat the Thane of Angus was made Earle of Angus. The next is in the 
dayes of King David ( called Saint David ) inthe warres with Stephen 
KingofEngland,mthebattellat Alercon, where the Generali the Earle 
qfcQocefter was taken prifoner* the Scottifh A rmy is faid to have been 
conduced by the Earles of March, Strarherne, and Angus, inthe year 
1 136.Qr37.hut he is qot named* The thirdjis. Gtlcbrtjl (in the year njj*) 
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tQ the name Douglas. ioj 

in the reigne of Mdcohne the maiden , who did good fervice againft Sit- 
merlcdus, Thine of Argyle, and being married to the Kings fifter, having 
(bund her fal fe,put her to death) and Tearing the King , fled into England^ 
and afterward was pardoned. Then we have fohn Cumin m the dayes of 
Alexander the fecond,in the year 1239- of whom wee read nothing, but 
that he was fent Ambaftadour into France to Lewis then King , and that 
he died by the way before he had deliveredhis Ambaflage: Boctiusjiol- 
Unjhed- -This was about 1330. 

The third period is in the fumame of Stuarts 5 of whom the firft is one 
$okn Stuart entitled Earle of Angus, Lord of Boncle^and Abernethie,in 
a Charter given by him to Gilbert Lumfdcno fBlainerne , yet extant in 
the hands of the houfe of Blainerne. It is not dated , but the witnefles 
(how the time , for Randolphs cujles regni Scotia is one. What this fohn 
Was is uncertain, but in likelihood he hath been brother to Walter (the fe- 
vcnth from the firft Walter) and fonne to fohn , and fo alfo uncle to Ro- 
bert the firft King of that Name , for fo the time doth bear , and his fa- 
ther fohn ( orhimfelf) married the heir of Boncle, and was flain at the 
battell of Falkirk in the year 1 2 99. This fohn was (lain at Halidoun hill, 
together with his brother fames , and Alone. ( Bueh. lib. 9. ) 2. The 

fecond is , Them as ( apparantly fonne to fobn ) who aflifted the Earle of 
Douglas, and the Earle of March in their taking of Berwick , in the year 
i357.or 58.he died in the Caftle of Dambartan , having bin imprifoned 
thereout fof whatfis not known.3 .Then ’Thomas again,! ather to Margaret 
£fcwrtCountefTe of Marre and Angus .4.Laft of z\\ Margaret Stuart din A- 
tertothi sThomas^ married firft to Thomas CMarre Earle of Marre, in ner 
fathers lifetime apparantly. And after her fathers death ( who died with- 
out heirs male ) me was heir to her father by the renunciation of her fi- 
tter Elizabeth ( who was married afterward! to Alexander Hamilton of 
Cady owe ) and fo (he was'Countefle of Marre and Angus , Dowager 
( or tady tercer) of Marre > and inheritrix of the Earldome of Angus. 
Her firft husband dying without iflire. , (he was married after his death 
to WHHamtht firft Earle ofDouglas,fhe being his third wife (as hath bin 
(hewed) in. the year 1381. She was a kinde Lady to her friends, loving 
to her fifter Elizabeth , and a careful! mother to her fonne George Earle or 
Angus. She is never ddigned Countefle of Douglas , either for diftin- 
iaioii^ieing better known by her titles of Marreand Angus , or becaufe 
thefq were more ancient , and no leffe hononzable. She is the twelfth 
Tram Rancho , and tenth hexes Walter the firft Stuart , and fhe is the Taft of 
that Name in the houfe of Angus. And thus much of the houfe of An- 
gus in generall before it came to the Douglafles , of whom now it is time 
tofpeak. 

Ofthefrjl Earle of Angus of the Name Douglas, of William the firfi 
Earle of Douglas and Angus. 



E fhall do no wrong to reckon William (the firft Earle of Dou- 
glas ) as the firft Earle of Angus , alfo ofthe Name of Don • 
glas , feeing he married the inheritrix of Angus. Nay we 

, mould 
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io8 O/'George Douglas, the fecond Earley 

(hould do him wrong to omit him , being the root from which all <hi 
reft are fpmng. He was the firft Earl of Douglas , and firft Earl of Ah* 
gus of the Nime of Dougins , though it be true that he Was 23. or 244 
years Earl of Douglas before he came to be Earl of Ahgus , and that is 
all the difference betwixt the antiquitie of thefe two houfes in the pOflef- 
fion of that Name. Now that it was Eirle William himfclf , and none 
elfe , it is evident by a bond made by khe faid Earle William to his filter 
Marjorie ( Countefle of Marre ) for the due payment of the (aid MatfOrtes 
third , let to him and Margaret Stuart ( Countefle Of Marre and Angus ) 
where he calls her his wife. Alfothat the fame Earle William was fa- 
ther to George , it is clear by a Charter of Tutorie , and entaile made by 
Sir fames Sandi lands of Weft-Calder to George , in Which Sir fames 
fpeaking fayes thus , 'the Land of Colder were given to thy father and 
mother of good mentor ie by my Lord Sir William Marie of ‘Douglas and 
Marre his father : that is , father to George . Of the life of this William 
we have fpofeen in the houfe of Douglas , whither we referre the Rea* 
der. 


Of George Douglas , fecond Earle of that Name, and fonne to Margaret 
Stuart Countejfe of UMarre and Angus * 

138 ^. Eorgt his fonne entreth to the Earledome in the yeat 1389. the $1 

ft ~m- of Aprile, aboy offeven or eight years old at moft , forhewas 
V-/ bo rn but in 1381. which is the firft year that we findehis ftthefc 
and his mother married. His mother refigned the Earledome of Ailgtis 
in his favour at a Parliament in the aforefaid year 1 389, the of Aprils 
lo that he hath the title of Earle of Angus , from that time forth * not* 
withftanding his mother was alive. 

H» wife He had to wife Mary Stuart daughter to King Robert the third , being 
*^ en a b° ut id. or iy. years of age. All that we hear of him in our Hifto* 
tagtacE, u ries is, that he was taken prifoner with the Earle of Douglas , at the bat- 
tel of Homeldoutiin the year 1402. When he died is uncertain, onely thus 
tnuch we know , that his fonne William kept Courts as Earle in the year 
1430. So he hath lived 42 . or 43 . years. And certainly he hath not li* 
ved long 5 for after his death c Mary Stuart his wife was twice married, 
firft to the Lord Kennedie , and bare to him fohn Lord Kennedie , and 
fames Arch-bifhop of Saint Andrews , who ate called brothers to his 
fonne George Earle of Angus. Then (he was married to the Lord fikn 
Grahame of Dindaffe-moore , and bare to him Patrick Grahame Bifhop al» 
Firft Lair J fo of Saint Andrews , and fames Grahame firft Laird of Fintrie. 

•fFimnci uj s c ^^ ren vvere William and George , both Earles of Angus aftef 
him. 


Of 

* 
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Of William the third Earle of Angus , and fecond of that 
, Warn ( J>f William ) 

T O C targe fucceeded William hk fonae by Mary Stuart , isallouc 
writers doteftifie , and all men acknowledge , He wasomongft 
thofc chat Were committed to prifon by King fames the firft , in 
'^e year 1424. After this he was employed ito receive the Cattle of 
Dumbarre , when the Earle of March was impriforvcd, in the ydar 1435 • ... 
the 29. of King fames the firft his Raighe , he was mode wa*dm of the wardtn of 

middle March. ^ ' . , , . 

In the year 14 \6, be was feut agawft Percye, ,■ who , either by private ^ 

Authority, or publick allowance, bad entred Scotland with 4P00, he was 
about tire fame number : and had , with him in company men of note, 

Adrnn Hepburneo fHales , Alexander Ramfay o f Dalhoufic , Si Wilbert 
iobnfiom of Elphinfton. They fought at Piperdain or Pipendean ( as THe b*tei at 
hy Boetiw and Holinfbed ) perhaps Harpardean by Hadington : for we p, P" de f* 
fee that rooft of them are Lowthiarvmen that are remarked cb be an his ^ ‘ 
company, yet it is hard to think that P&ck could come fo &rrt in with fo 
few. The Earle of Angus was the revivor , beginning his firft Warres 
upon Venie, fatal! to the Name belike. There Were flain oftheEnglifli _ 

400, together with Sir Henry Cliddtfdale , Sir fokn.Qgk , Sir Bichard Per- thrcTY Percic. 
fie Knights 5 taken prifoners 1500, .Of the Scots oneonely of rote was 
flaine , Sir Gilbert fobopun of Elphinfton {Buchanan Cals him-Ahxander, sir Gilbert 
but amjfle ) a gentleman of lingular approved vertue ( hyti Bnebana* ) “jgf 
and Boetius tells the manner , whilejhe purfuet th<enehiytooeagerly. flam. 

Before this , Archbald Earle of Douglas , and Wigton was gone into 
trance male-contented with the government 7 iravlng been t wice com- 
mitted prifonetfo r«e*lw4\isDukedome of Tnyainb. Every mX-bap is 
good for fome body : that gave occafion and Wiy to this employment, 
for while the houfe of OougWwas prefect , whobnt they fbr feme* a^- 
gainft England whabut they were able to do it a Now chejvbeih j ab- 
sent, who but a ?' A branch of that trec,andnat iongfinceeome 

of it, efpecially being the Kings Coufie fo near*, Sd they begin ; and fo 

they (hall continue with the like vertue» ; , v, . ...7 ^ ' * 

, We hear not whom he married ! nor any thing of hischddr«n, fave of 
his fonne fames whd did fuccced to. hitfu .Nerdier isrit known when hfe 
died precisely : onely we finde that he ms dead, befaile the 1437.. the *7. 
of February SothtfrcekoniogfrOmthe firft yeacof hisfatbers marri- 
age ( inthe i398. > heh«hlived fofm>4»- yeiivihall ,>*nd 13V ye*s 

Earle, from thfe*4*4* s • ■ •' ■’ v- : -7' v 

* • r . \ . 7 : • . 7 .3 ■ v* ^ •’ t ■ * ■ \ * > ‘ ' i • 
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11 6 O/George Douglas , thefecond Giorg&j 


of James the fourth Eerie of Angsts efthefwmame ^DougUs* 

A Fter William , his fonne -fatties WasEafie. Our warrant is a writ* 
where he is ferved heir to William his hither in Killiemoore.df the 
date 1437. Fdbr. a^. fome 6. ory.years after the dedth of Kin^ 
fames the firft. There ate ilfo diverfe other writs of this feinde txt2&it< 
which do witnefle that he hath been , but of no ufe itt publick , or for hi- 
ftorie. Whither ever he was married, dr had any children We hear dti- 
thing. He dieth before the year 1452; 

There is one thing not to be omitted , Which is a bond of Pibert Pic- 
ming of Cummemald , to him C where he is entitled fames Earle df Ad- 
gusLordofLiddifdale , and Jcdward Forreft ) to enter within the itofi 
gate df the Caftle of Tantallon of Hermitage , under the pain df 2 66a* 
marks upon eight dayes warning. The caufe is fubjoyned,bccaufe he had 
burnt the Earles Corrie within tne Baronie of North- Berwick, add taken 
away his Cattcll there dn Fafting-even , or Shrove-tuefday< It is dated 
in the year 1444. the 14. ofSeptember. This burning is itbkeri of rid 
good will even then betwixt the houfe of Angus , add the horife ofDou- 
elas* whereof the Lord Fleming was a follower. Even thed * I fay, be- 
fore the time of William flain at Stirlin. For this feemes to have fallen 
out about thetime of Grofle fames , or ( it may be ) in the beginning df 
Earle William. But it is hard to conceive how this man ( a deperidet df 
the Earles of Douglas ) fhould thus fane have bowed himfd^ and it is % 
token, that the Earle of Angus authority hath not been fmalli HoWfotf- 
ver, on thefe grounds We reftored him to his own place * being left dlit al- 
together by all other that I have feen; 


Of George Douglas , the fecond Geofgc and fifth Earle of i^inguii 

. * 1 * ' • * - , 

T O f ames fucceeded his (uide George , by the codfent of dur Whole 
writers , whd (all ) fpeaking of King fames the ffccorid, call this 
... George the Kingsfathers lifters fonne. So the King and he , are 
brother arid filters children. We need not ed imdugne the received Opi- 
nion } The time and computation of years will admit it fufficiently , tof 
though he were born two yearsafter his fathers marriage 1406. yet fhall 
he not pafle 63. at his death. Nekhef doth any other thing that 1 knoW 
ofj hinder us from beleeving this dedudion. Wherefore we will fob 
low them i though we have no other monument to teftifiefd much ek- 
prcffely , dr to, hinder him from being fonne to fames * There is this 
lcrupleinit , that Buchanan calls fames Kennedie (Afch-bifhop of Saint 
Andrews ) of greater age then George Douglas. Which if it be true,theft 
George could not be his brother 4 for their mother was firft married td| 
Angus. We have monuments of him ds Earle in the year 14$!. May 
24. and in the 1^61* the laft df September $ and of his fonne rctourea 
heir to him in the 1463. So that he hath beeri Earle about id. or 11 

* yeafify 
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and fifth Earle of zjfngus. ' zii 

years. But our hiftories fay ic was he that affifted Creighcoun to fpoile 
the Earle Doughs Lands of Strabroke,&c. from' about 1445 .or 4) 6. years, 

*ndfo his rime (hall be 1 7.* years- ■ 

He married Elizabeth Sibauld daughter to Sibduld of Bdlgohie Treafa- ^ { ‘ td hi * 
rer of Scotland for the time, profitably, aiidriot difhonourably. For * * ? ' 

his place of Trcafurer was a plac« of credit and honour , and himfclf Gri ;nallo( . 
defeended of honourable race , <vi\. the Earles of Northumberland 5 the’houfe of j 
who were of chat name in the dayes of Malcolms Kenmore , and Grand- B ? 1 g° nie » 
father to the faid c Malcolms by his mother , and had the leading of the S! 

Englifh Army that was lent in for his aide againft Mackbeth , to the num - ; 
ber of ioooo. men. We findealfo the name of Sibards in the dayes of sibaul ‘ lr ' 
King Alexander the fecond to have been in good account , Pf Whom Buc- 
hanan writes that they entertained feed againft the Earle of Athol , as al- 
fo that the faid Earle of Athol being burnt in his lodging in Hadintori, 
the chiefof the Sibards whom he calleth William , without any further $ ibauih. :I 
defignation ( Boetius calleth him fohn ) being fufpeded thereof becaufe 
, of their, known enmity, was called in queftioh for it, and arraigned. And 
although he proved by the teftimonie of the Queen , that he Was in For- 
faire at that time (fame 60. miles from Hadinton) yet the- Judge thought 
not this fufficient to abfolve him , becaufe the other party alledgcd thafc 
his fervants and followers had beenfeen very many of them in the-Towm 
And although he offered to purge himfelf by combat , it could not* be 
accepted : Whereupon he fearing the power of his adverfe party (which 
were the Cumins ) fled into Ireland with a number of his name. By 
which relation it appears that this name hath been in good account , and 
this marriage no way difparageable. It was alfo profitable in effedf, but 
more in hope , which was to have fupceeded heir to the eftate of Balgo- 
nie , both Lahdsand Movables , fhe being his onely daughter , and hd 
himfelf and his Lady of gdbd age , the Contracft alfo being made fo that 

he Ihouldbeheir , failing heirs male of his own body , whereof them : 

was fmall appearance 5 Yet ( as it often falls out in fuch cafes , the Di- 
vine providence eluding humane wifedome , that they may knpw that 
there is a dimming and over-ruling wifedome and pPWer above theirs ) 
that hope was difappointed. • His mother in law dieth, his father in law 
marrieth a fecond wife, and by her hath heirs male tq inherite his Lands. 

I think if he had known what was t6 come , he Would not have done it. 

And yet is Balgome difappointed alfo 3 for his fPrtne had but one-daugh- 
ter who was married to Lundie , and fo transferred it from the name,' 
where he thought to have fettled it. Angus gets with his Lady.- 3-000 J 
Marks of portion , no fmall fumme in thofe dayes when portipris-wei$l 
little and the terms of payment long. 

: His, children were Archbald , and another fon, whofe name we have* hi* children, 
not. Some tell us of fames Earle Of Angus , and Lord Warden of thfif 
bOrders.But when fhould he have been Earl of Angus? for Arthbald file-* 
ceeded to Gtorgs-, r znd to Archbaldhis grand-childe Archbald. The truth 
is this fames was before fon to WiHiam^s hath been faid $ yet k may be 
chat he hath had a fon named fames alfo ? though Writers do not name' 
him- He had four* daughters $ fit& Elizabeth , married to Robert Gra- : 

F f homo 
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home of Fintrie *, fecond c Margaret, to Duncan Campbell -, third Gilts-, and 
fourth whofe marriage there is no mention. He had alfo a fon 

The oriffinaii naturall,of whom are defeended the houfe of Bonjedward. His daugh- 
rfthrirauft ters were not married in his own time ( belike they have been young ) 
of *° n i td ' but their brother in the year 1 475. contra&s with Robert Grahtme of Fin- 
wad * trie, to marry his fifter Elizabeth, failing htx,Margarct -, and failing t Mar- 

garet, Giles-, and foiling Giles, ydlifon * fofoonas a difpenfarion can be 
obtained, for they were within the degrees then forbidden, fhe being the 
third from Mary Stuart the Kings Daughter , and Robert Grabame in the 
fame degree (belike) fon to tfames Grabame. The portion is 400. Marks. 
Margaret was married to Duncan Campbell (we know not of what houfe J 
in the year 1479* Her brother contracts for 600. Marks, and Andes Ro- 
bert Douglas of Loghleven,and Alexander Ram fay of Dalhoufie furetie for 
it. Her mother gives her bond for their relief. 

Hi* perfon. To retumto Earle George, we finde that he was aman very well accom- 

plilhed-, of perfonage tall,ftrong,and comely : Of great wifedome, and 
judgement. He is alfo faid to have been eloquent. He was valiant and 
bardie in a high degree. His father ( carrying the name of George alfo ) 
we law how by his mothers help he raifed and advanced the houfe many 
wayes,almoft doubling the eftateof it, as it was before him, this man 
rcares it up a great deal higher upon the mines of the houfe of Douglas : 
yet doth he alfo diminifh his own patrimonie and revenues of Angus, 
whiles to gain fervice and dependancie,he beftowes liberally, chiefly his 
lands of Angus, for he reda&ed the greateft part thereof from pro- 
pertied fuperioritie onely, there being above 24. Barons, and Lords in 
Angus, that hold their lands of the Earles of Angus. His determination 
He foUoweth was folly to follow the King, though againft his Chief and Coufin. Buc 
d* King a- t he King who had efpoufed the quarreU , and made the Earle DongUa 
tl'rie zxmiUs party ,was nearer to him in bloud, and therefore reafbn inclined his minde 
hi* Ciucf, more to him. Befides he was a King , duety required has afliftance. 

Hope alfo fwayed the ballance greatly : There, is hope of a Kings libe- 
rality , chiefly when Lands come in dealing and parting. And he being 
a Douglas , and the Lands Laving belonged to a Douglas , he had great 
probabilitie to expeft a laige fhare in them. For to whom could they be 
given fojuftly ana pertinently ? His brother Bifhop Kennedk could 
well egge him on. There' was no hope- of riling fra him, that huge 
tree of Douglas (landing which over-topt all others , and over-fhado w- 
ed the whole borders, and almoft the whole Kingdome. He was younger 
( this Bifhop) than Angus , but wife, vertuous , learned , and of authori- 
ty : Experience alfo had given occafion of late to think that the houfe of 
Douglas drew all to themlelves. The maiden of Galloway ( the Earle 
of Wigtons daughter ) was thought fitted to have been matched to fome 
Other Douglas being near to the Earle ( os was thought then ) and the 
houfe too great already in the Kings eyes, notto beaugmented. But he 
Would none of fuch wifedome, he marrieth her himfelf , and difappoints 
them all ^ who could look forany riling by thefe mens means i Or in 
their (landing m fuch greatneffc i yet the caufe feems to go higher than 
the Kings caufe; For even when the Earle of Douglas had the Kings au- 
thority 
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thority oft his fide , and Creighton was denounced Rebell , Angus aflifts 
Creighton againft the Kings authority. Wherefore in all likelihood the 
courfe hath begun in King J-ames the firfts time. Then hath the houfe of 
Angus entred into friendlhip with Creighton in the dayes of William Earle 
of Angus , which hath continued in the time of Earle fames his fonne, 
whofe Lands Robert Fleming therefore did burn and fpoile in the Baro- 
nie of North- Berwick. And now that courfe begun then,is here profe- 
cuted by Earle George to the utmoft point. A pitie of fuch diflention in 
thefe boufes > or one houfe rather , againft which if it had not been thus 
divided in it felf,their enemies could hardly have prevailed. For it cannot 
be denyed but the houle of Douglas had great wrong , and was treache- 
roufly dealt with by Creighton did it ever intend any thing againft 

the King 5 but the King was drawn to the partie againft it : though in the 
good caufe of it, it committed errours , it is to be pitied, and lamented 5 
for who doth not. Alfo George Earle of Angus declares not himfelf o- 
penly againft the houfe of Douglas for atime. The fupportthat he is faid 
to have given to William Creighton is faid to have been done covertly at 
the fpoiling of Strabroke and Abercorne. Neither after that,untill fuch 
time as the King declared himfelf openly , flew William Earle Douglas at 
Stirlin , and made open Warre againft tfames who fucceeded to him. 

Then he alfo declared for the King , and bent his whole force and power 
to aide him. He had that fame year before 1452. the 24. of May, taken 
a courfe for keeping good order in his Countrey of Liddefdale , and to 
keep his Caftle of the Hermitage fafe for him , and that his folks fhould 
do no hurt to others , nor receive any of theenemies. He had for that 
purpofe made Sir Archbald Douglas of Cavers ( Sheriffe of Roxbrough ) 
and William his fonne* Bailiffs of Liddefdale , and keepers of the Caftle, 
who undertook , and bound themfelves to do what we have faid , for 
which he allowed them a large recompence and reward , as the Indenture 
thereof ( yep extant ) dothteftifie. He is ftiled in it Warden of the eaft 
marches , WtUtatn Earle of Douglas being then alive. Some give unto 
him the honour of the battell in which the Earle Douglas was defeated in 
Annandale , where the Earle c Murray was (lain , and Ormond taken 
in the year 145 5 . Others attribute all to the Lord Carliie, and John- 1 
fton. 

But however that was , in the year 1457. he defeated the faid Earle, 1457. 
and HenriePercie Earle of Northumberland ontheeaft border ( which He o«r- 
was his wardenrie ) in a bloudy battell. For the Earle of Douglas , and 
Northumberland (a fatall Warriour to the Douglases ) having conveened & Tcrc/e in a 
an Army , and come to the Merfe , began to fpoile and burn the Coun- 
trey. But the Earle of Angus fet upon the Forragers and drave them to in ' e ” • 
thehoaft. The Earles moved with this indignitie ( though many that 
were gone out to forrage were not yet come in ) advanced and presented 
him battell , which he alfo accepted k After a tharp conflift on both 
fides with a greater courage and fpite than ftrength, the vi&orie, which a 
long time was doubtfull which way to incline , at laft fell to the Earle of 
Angus , not without fome lofTe. The number of the flain was equall ,but 
the Englifh were put to flight , and many of them made prifoners. A 
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chief caufe of this defeat was the fuddennefle of the enemie in giving bat- 
tell , and his not ftaying for the reft that were abroad , and had been fent 
out to forrage the Countrey. For they being laden with bootie , when 
they heard the noife of the fight , were fo farre from coming to fuccour 
their fellows , that for fear of looting what they had gotten , they took 
their way dire&ly home into England. This vi&orie did not a little re- 
create the King , being wearied both with civill and forraineWarre. 
For this fervice, which was exceeding pleating and acceptable , the King 
gives him a new Charter ofthe Lordtnip of Douglas , upon a retig- 
nation , which he had gotten before when the Earle Douglas was 
forfeited. What other Lands he got we have no fpeciall mention. 

So the Earle Douglasbeing now forfeited , his brother (lain, himfelf 
banithed , and with fmall either etfcd, or effort, entertaining hoftility by 
fmall incurtions, rather than doing any thing for the advant ing of his 
main bufinefie, the face of the world was quite changed. The Earle of 
Angus was now made Lord of Douglas * and howbeit he came fome- 
whatfhort of that huge greatneffe and puiffance ofthe former , yet was 
lie nothing inferiour in place of authority, in credit and account, in aftion 
and employment, as we faid in the beginning. Nothing was done buc 
by him, and under his fhadow. Bifhop Kennedie had the greateft vogue 5 
he upheld the Bilhop by his power , and by him men did come to finde 
favour , and did feek to have credit. We will fet down two examples 
for all the reft , but thofe remarkeablc , and fufficient to (how of what 
great account and authority he hath been. The one is of our own Nati- 
on, the other of a Forrainer. 

Thefirftisin the fame year 1457. the 13. of May. We heard of 
zfamcs Lord Hamilton afaithfull, franke , and forward friend for the Earle 
Douglas, fo long as he was a friend to himfelf by any atftion. He leaving 
himfelf, Hamilton alfo left him : I mean, feeing the Earle had loft that fo 
fair occafion (if not to caft the Dice for the Crown , as the Lord Hamil- 
ton faid to him ) yet to caft the Dice for the vi&ory , and to give or take 
conditions of peace , which he had at Abercorne , being moe in number 
than the King •, the Lord Hamit on was come into the King upon this, 
that fame night. He was received by the King , butnot greatly crcdi- • 
ted, for he was committed to Roffelin (a Caftle then ofthe Earle of Ork* 
neyes -) and afterwards (fay our writers) freinds interceding for him , he 
was releafed out of prifon,and received into moft inward friendfbip.Thus 
farre they go , but what friends thefe were , or how the friendfhip was 
made they do not tell. The Earle of Angus evidents tell us *, and fhow 
that it hath been he that did him this friendly office. For whether before 
to move him to intercede for him , or after in token of thankfulneffe 
( though it be moft likely it was after , becaufeit is done at Tantallon, 
which muft be after his releafement out ofRoilelin ) he givoth to this 
Earle George a memorable remembrance. He,I fay, being a noble man, 
and a notable a&ive man befides, gives him his bond of fervice ( or Man- 
reid ) and that in ample forme, ana fubmiffe terms , excepting none but 
the King and Queen. And tbatl may not feemeto fpcak withouta war- 
rant in fo great a matter, fcarce to bebelceved of fotne 0 and that jdora- 
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ther amplifie things than fet down the naked truth > I will fct down th e 

very word s ofthe band,as it is extant in the hands of the Earle of Angus? Bond ofMais. 

which now is copied wordby word, that every man may judge of it,as he a b nd ‘' r * 

thinks good. Lord Hamil- 

ton to hinu 


Be it known to ad wen by thirprefcnt Letters , me James Lord Hamilton, 
&c. to be comen , and by thefe prefents to become <Jlian offpecia/l fervice and 
retinue, for aU the dayes of my life-time, to an high and mighty Lord George 
Earle of Angus, Lord Douglas , and Warden if the Eafl and middle marches of 
Scotland foregainfi England. Beforehand againll aU them that live, or die may ; 
mine allegeance to our foverdigne Lord the King, and my band of fervice to our 
foveraigne Lady the jQueen Mary now prefent,allanerly out-tane. Promifing all 
and fundry duti full points in bands of retinue contained, to obferve and keep to 
my Lord for el aid ,as effeirs,for aU the faid time. In mtneffe ofthe which thing 
I have gard fet my feale. At T ant alio n the 13 . day of the moneth of May. f he 
year of our Lord 


It hath been no fmall matter, nor fmall authorise of him to whom it 
is given , that hath moved fuch a man to give fuch a Band. His credit 
hath been great , and Hamilton hath either received great benefit at his 
hand, or expended to receive fome. I take it, that he hath procured his li- 
bertie, and obtained to him that favour in Court that our Writers fpeak 
of, to be ofthe Kings inward friends. I fuppofe alfo that kinred nath 
been of fome moment to move him to it. The reafon of my conje&ure 
is, becaule we have heard before , that Elizabeth , filter to ^Margaret 
(Countefle of Marie and Angus, and Grandmother to this Earle George ) 
was married to Sir Alexander Hamilton of Cadyow ( as fome call him ) 
by which mean this fames Lord Hamilton might be third from her, and 
the Earle of Angus and he Coufins twice removed, or fourths in kin , as 
we fpeak. But this I re ferre to them that have the monuments of that , 

Houfe. However, what more honour could have been done to the great 
Houfe of Douglas in the greateftgrandour thereof, than what is here done 
to the Houfe of Angus ' Neither is it any difhonour to him that doth it. 

It is but folly to think fo : Houfes have their beginning and grouth: 

Mine to day, thine to morrow. This fame Lord Hamilton by thefe be- 
ginnings, within a few years ( 1 7«or 1 8 .at moft ) (hall lay fuch grounds of 
jgreatne{Te,as fhall lift his Houfe above any fubje 6 h,to the very top of all, 
io as to have the Crown entailed to his Pofteritie, and to enjoy it for a 
While as Regent and Governour. Let us remember the changes Of the 
world, and the viciffitudes of Fortune, and let every man bear with pati- 
ence,and hear with calmne(Te,either what he is now, or what he was be- 
fore. And this for the firft domeftick witneffe of honour and authoritie, 
credit and greatnefle of the Houfe of Angus in this mans perfon. 

The other amongft Forrainers was greater •, which is this : The King indenture 
of England, Henry the jftxth, being overthrowne,and put out of his King- betwixt King 
dome and Countrey of England by the Duke of York , Edward che^ 7 ^/ 
fourth 5 he, and his fon» and his Queen being come into Scotland for re- him. 
fuge, he indents with George Earle of Angus for his affi fiance, to help to 

^ reftore 
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reftore him to his Kingdomc , and bindes himfclf to give urito George 
Earle of Angus,and his heires,Lands lying betwixt Trent and Humber* 
worth 2000. Marks fterling of yearly rent. 2. That he fhould ere& it 
in a Dutchie, and infeft the faid Earle therein , in as free Knight-fervice as 
any Land in England; and that the Earle,and his heiies, fhould be Dukes 
thereof. 5. That in time of peace between Scotland and England , it 
fhould be lawfull for the faid Earle, to repaire to England to his Dutchie, 
or to Court, or where he pleafed,with an hundred horl'e in train. 4. And 
that if there happened to be warre betwixt the Countreyes » it fliould be 
lawfull for him to fend 24.armed men, who fhould be under the King of 
England his protection, to gather and up-lift for his ufe, the rents and re- 
venues of the faid Dutchie. 5. That it fhould bfe lawfull for him, during 
the warres between the two Countreyes, to ferve the King of Scotland ; 
which fhould no wayes prejudice him in the enjoying of his Lands •, nei- 
ther fhould it be a caufe of forfeiture or unlaw. 6 . That he fhould not be 
bound to anfwer in perfon to the Parliaments of England , or any other 
Court of Juftice-, and that neither he, nor his Tenants, fhould be fined for 
his non-compearance. 7. That this Indenture fhould be fhowne to the 
Pope,and ratified by him. And fo it was; fealed and fubfcribed with 
a ( Henry) as long as the whole fheet of Parchment, the worft fliapen let- 
ters, and the worft put together that I ever faw. And ( as I beleeve ) it 
hath a particular Letter or confirmation of the Pope in the hands of the 
Earle of Angus. It is thought that when William Earle of Douglas went 
fecretly into England, that his errand was to this, or fome fuch purpofe* 
to have made a proffer of his fervice to King Henry , on thefe or the like 
conditions. For even then the feeds of civill difcord were fowne, and be- 
gan to bud forth. But either becaufe things were not as yet come to any 
ripeneffe , or for that the Earle of Douglas was fallen into difgrace with 
1460. Prince, nothing was done.Now about the year 1460. ( in the minori- 

* ’ tie of King James the third ) King Henry came into Scotland , and did 

thus tranfad with the Earle of Angus ; A rare thing, and whereof the 
like example is hard to be found in any fubjed, except it be the Earle of 
Douglas,conceming the Dutchie of Turaine with the King of France, 
which is not unlike in many things. Howfoever , this fliews how little 
inferiour the houfe of Angus hath been to the houfe of Douglas in credit 
and authority at home ana abroad. 

This Indenture took noeffed, it being now too late, and King Henries 
eftate brought to fo low an ebbe, that both his friends and his fortune ha- 
ving forfaken , and turned their backs upon him, his aide could not fuffice 
againft the whole power of England to make head againft King Edward, 
and to ftoppc the current of his vi&ories. Notwithstanding Angus gave 
him a tafte of what he could have done for him , and /hewed him in a no- 
table exploite , how available his fervice would have been,if his cafe had 
not been defparate , and paft recovery. Which though it were not re- 
warded with a Dutchie, yet doth it not want, nor ever mail want the due 
reward of high praife and honour as one of the hardieft , and greateft in- 
terprifes,that hath been atcheived by any fubjeft. 

The Queen ( King Henries wife) had obtained of her friends in France 

r a few 
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& few fouldieiSj-joo. of which were in the Cattle o f Anwick with Mon- 
fieur Briffac their commander. King Edward following his vij&orics, and Anwick 
that he might prevent or fuppreffe any commotion that might arife in the C* 11 '* 
North parts , or out of Scotland was cOme to Durhame with a great Ar- 
my. He himfelf remaining in the T own , lent abroad bis Commanders 
to take in all fuch Cattles as flood good for King Henry. Amongft others 
he fent the Earle of Warwick to befiege Anwick with 20000, men. H$. 
had another Army lying about Bambrough not far off from this , and a 
third befieging another Town. , King Henry ( and more efpecially his 
Queen ) being very felicitous , for the French men dealt with the Earle 
or Angus very inftantly to have them relieved. , He promifed to do his 
bett,and performed no lefle than he promifed. He aflembled to the num- 
ber of 10000. horfe, amongft whom there were 500. empty horfes or 
moe (for commonly thebeft appointed have ever two horfes for fervice) 
upon which he might mount the French-men, and bring them away . So 
he marches toward Anwick , and when be came within a little fpace of 
the Cattle , he ranged his men in order ofbattell in the fight of the Eng- 
life Army , making fcow as if he would have invaded them , or at leaft 
that he meantto bide them battell if they feould offer to let upon him,or 
hinder him in his purpofed bufinefle. In the meantime he fent thofe 
500. fpare horfe conduded by feme choice troups so a pofterne of the 
Cattle to receive the French, and fo brought them away. Someof the . 
the Englife efteeming it a great affront , to fuffer them to be carried away 
in fuch fort from under their nofes, advifed the Earle of Warwick to ftajr 
them. But he wasrefoluteinrhe contrary, and told them, that he had no 
commiflion to fight. And (fayes hey who knowes what more aide thefe 
may have near hand in the parke,or feme other place. And fuppofe they 
have not , thefe are certainly all choice men able enough to luttaine our 
charge. They cannot take the Cattle with them into Scotland * let 
them take the men , I feall get the Cattle , which is all that my commif- 
fion bears* And fo he lets them go , who returned into Scotland with 
the French men , an acceptable prefent chiefly to the, Queen of England; 
Thiswasafiuraflayandpreambleofhisenfuing fervices , which being 
prevented by King Henries deftinie, and his death> were fmothered in the 
cradle , and his Dutchie engrofled in parchment to have lien betwixt 
Trent and Humber , is confined to a narrower precind within the Com- 
paffeofa Coffer. 

Notwithftanding of thisgreatnefle and power, to make him yet ftron- 

f er , and more puiffant on tne borders , he did excambe.his Lands in the 
iainesand Clarberon with Uobert Graham of old Monroffe , and got for 
them the Lands Of Eskedale upon the border. . • , 

He contracted his fonne Archbald , and his heir aj»parant to Catherine 
daughter to Alexander Earle of Huntly , or to any other of bis daughters • * 

which the faid George feould choofe. The portion 2000. markes , the 
termes of payment id. years , too. markes every terme. That if Aroh~. 
hold feould die,his brother ( whom the Indenture doth not name) feould 
marrie one of the faid Earle of Huntlie ^daughters. That the Earle of 
Angus feould give his fonne 100; mark Land iu Angus. That Archbald. 

after 
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after he be feven years old lhall be given to the Earle of Huntly,and thtf 
Earle of Huntlies daughter to the Earle of Angus. The Indenture is da* 
ted at Saint Andrews 1451. the laft of September* This marriage took 
no effbft, what ever were t he caufe thereof. 

Either before or after this there fell out a diffention among!! the Eftates 
about the choofing of a govemour and proteftour for the young King 
fames t he third. In which he and his brother Bilhop Kennedtt with the 
greateft part of the Nobilitie, oppofed themfelves to the Queen, who pre- 
tended to be T utrix, and had now ufurped that place a year , while as the 
Nobilitie being bufied in the War res , had no leafure to look into thefe 
things. The Queene and !uch as followed her remained in the Caftle, 
and the other party in the Abbey of Halyroodhoufb. A Convention 
being appointed , the Queene and her fa&ion came to the Parliament 
home, and declared her Tutrix , So foon as this was known , the Earle of 
i Angus', and fames Kennedie came up to the market place , where the 
laid Bilhop declares that their intention was nothing elfe but to maintain 
their old law , and the ancient pra^ice of the Countrey , which was 
that in fuch cafes the Nobilitie mould choofe one whom they thought 
rood fit to undergo that charge of governing , which was for the 
good both of the King and Countrey , whereas they of the other party 
intended nothing but their own particular advantage , as he (hould Ihow 
_ more evidently, in time and place convenient.. After this fpeech , as they 
’ retired to their lodging, they were ad vertifed that thole who were in the 
Caftle with the Queen, were coming down in armes to allault them, or 
to have hindered them from making this declaration. The Earle of An- 
gus thinking it a great indignitie, that they being more in number , and 
better in qualitie,(nould give place to the weaker, and the meaner and in- 
feriour partie , and that in fuch fort as might feeme to be a direft flight, 
could fcarce be retained , but that he would needs tumc upon them and’ 
fight, though he were not armed, as they were. But the matter was 
oompofed by the mediation oftheBilhops of Glafgow, Galloway, and 
Dumblane,and allurance given for a moneth. After the expiring where- 
of,having entred into a new confultation,with more peaceable and ealme 
mindes, both patties agreed, that the King and Couhtrey fhould be go- ' 
vemed by foure Noblemen , two of which fhould be chofen but of the 
Qucenes partie, and two out ofthe other. For the Queen Ihe cholc WtHi- ' 
am Lord Grahame, and Robert Lord Boyd, then Chancellour-, for the o-; 
other fide they chofe Robert Earle of Orkney , and fohn Lord Kennedie> 
all chief of their Name and Families. Here is no mention of the Earle 
of Angus, which makes me think he hath died in this mean time, during 
the Truce, otherwife being principallofthis other fide, they would not 
Hi* death, have neglc&ed him. Sure he died much about this time, which feemfcs to 
146a . have been in the year 14 62 .Neither did his brother Bilhop Kennedies bu- ’ 
findTe go fo well after this. He Was buried in Abernethie amongft his 
Prcdeceflours. 

His wife ( after his death) is laid to have married a younger brother of 
the Captain of Crawford } ant that Ihe got from her forine Kjtrcbbald 
the Lands of Balmoodie in Fife , and that the houfe of Balmoodie is de* 
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fcended of her. Which notwichftanding,we finde her bindc her, felf for 
relief of her fonne for the payment of her .daughters portion, 1479. as a 
free perfon making no mention of a husband. It is true be might.alfo 
have been dead-, then the fpace being 17. or 18. years. But if her fonne 
were fo liberall as to give her fuch Lands, he would never have troubled 
her to binde her felf for his relief in the payment of his lifters portion in 
likelihood. 

■ 1 ,i, * ; i ' * 

of the firjl Archbald , lixth Earle of dingus , called commonly* 

Bell the Cat. 

* * * ... 

T O George fucceeded Archbald his fonne and heir , a boy about 5 * 
or 6 . years of age at the moft» For. in the year 1461. the laft 
of September , he is not 7'. as appears by the Indenture made 
betwixt his father and the Earle of Huntly concerning his marriage. It 
took noeffeft : but in place thereof he marries Elizabeth Bojde* daughter 
to Robert Lord Bojde , then one of the Governours of Scotland , vi^. in 
the year 1468. the fourth of May. Which makes it feem that the match 1468. 
hath not failed on the Earle of Huntlies part , but on his, or at leaft theirs Hi * marri »s e * 
to whofe tuition he hath been committed. They , orhee preferring cre- 
dit at Court before their keeping and fulfilling of the Contraft made by 
his father. But it was little to their advantage , for the next year after 
that the Court was changed ,tbe Boydes were difearded , his brother in 
law Thomds Bojde ( fonne to; Robert ) banifhed, and his wife ( the Kings li- 
fter) taken from him , and his brother, Alexander Bojde execute. As for 
their father Lord Robert himfelf, he fled into England. . And this is all 
the fruits he reaps by his marrying fbrCourt.He wasby this Our calcula- 
tion 1 4. years of age at the moft , and yet his Lady, gets leafing of Aber- - 

tiethie upon his rengnat jon ific fame year the 1 . ot May. It is not unlike-: 
ly that one William Douglas of Clunie hath had Tome hand in the guiding 
. pf his minoritie , for we finde thatthe. Wardthip ofc'the Lands of Tantal- * 

Ion , andEarledome of Douglas wasgivento him j.and he having again 
refigned it into the Kings.hands,the Kiagmakcsa new difpolition tbere- 
pf to Archbaldjton obfianfe'non atate ejufdem, notwithftanding his nonage, 
which was then id. years - 1470. the^d*.ofJune« . iSix years after * hi WF 3 *' 
hath care of his lifters, Contnufts; by himfelf with JFintrie for one of them j 
Und rhrec years after that betakes upon hifo, the burden for his pother, 
and hath her bound for hfs relief 1479* as hathbeen f^d in bis fathers 
lifcjbeine then about 2 $< years of age. 1 This dutifolnelfe towards his fir 
fters , qelerves that he foouldbe blefted with children qf his own. , and 
that he fliould have goodfuccefle m his affairswho begips fowelf.. . 

And foie was with him : for he had . by his Wifo foure fonnes ,and H«*cfc»Mre* 
three daughters, all honourably provided* His fonnes were > firft George fonBes * 
called commonly Matter of Angus ,beeaufe he came never to be Earle, cfoibawie* 
being fiain at Flowdon before his hither died. The fecond, Sir William otiginall. 
pf Glenbarvie , who married Elizabeth Amhenleck* heir of Gletfoarvie, 

Third Gavoin* who wasBifhcp of Duncale .^a man of Angular wifedopie , 
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*ndpmdencie,and well lettered according to the times. This Gmin had 
a bale daughter, of whom the houfe of Foulewood ( Semple ) is defeen- 
ded. We (Hail have occafion to (peak fomething of him in the life of 
Arcbkatdhis brothewfon, in whole time he lived. The Duke of Al- 
banie being Govemour, having conceived fbmejcaloufic again if the 
Earle of Angus, and the P«*f/4jf<w,whcreupon Angus was fent to France* 
and his uncle this Biihop was lent for to Rome by letters from the Pope, 
atthe Governaur&procuring»to anfwer to fuch accufations as were given 
in againft him. As he was going thither , he was fealed of the plague at 
Londoo in the year 1 5 2a«and died there * leaving behinde him great ap- 
probation of his vertues,and love of his pevfon, in the hearts of all good 
men. For befides the nobilitie of his birth , the dignitie and comelineffe 
of his pcrfonage,he was learned ,temperate,and of Angular moderation of 
minde- and in thefe fo turbulent times , had alwayes carried himfelf a- 
moflgft all the Fadkions of the Nobilitie equally , and with a minde to 
make peace, and not to ftir up parties * which qualities were very rare in • 
Cletgw>inan of thole dayes. He wrote in his native tongue diverfe 
things. Buthischiefeft workischetranflationoff'/rgr/ , yet extant in 
verle,in which he ties himfelf lo ftri&ly as is porfible,and yet k is fo well 
exprdlfed , that whofoever (hall allay to do the like , will finde ka hard 
piece of work to go through with. In his Prologues before every Book, 
where hehath his libertie, he fheweth a jiaturiil, and ample vein of poo 
fie,(opere, pleafanc,and judicious , chat I beleeye there is none that hath 
written before, or (trice, tat cometh (hort of him. And in my opinion! 
there h not Inch a piece to be found, as is his Prologue to the S.Boofcjbe- 
ginning (of Dreams and of Drivelings dec.) at lead m our language. The 
fourth Ion was ArebMd DmgLu of Kilfpindw>, who married a daughter 
of one Little m Edinburgh. He had by her ArebLdd of KUfpindie , who 
was Proved of Edinburgh in King Rentes the fifth his mmoritie,and was 
marriedto the tarle of Crawfoto his daughter , by whom he had (irft 
Pwickfk condly Altxdttderjn&thit&y was married to one 

CM array, % daughter of the houft of Btdbaird, ff>y whom be bad WtUiam. 
After that be married gnr^/hwgbter to the Lord Gray, and hod by her 

twofons^nd two daughters. Am thus much of his Tons . 
r His daughters were ftrft <jv*tjme, married to Ctulkrt Lord of Kil- 
maers in theyear *491- Her portion was i7«o;Marfcs. Secondly, E&fy- 
fcf^inkrfied to Mkert Lite Lord Chief Juftfce. Her portion was 1 000. 
MttHts; whereof too. pounds Ms to be payed at the firft T erme , and 
theo so. pounds tettttdy till all were payed. It is with difpenfiuion, 
which is a fighe that they have been in kin before the year *49 3 -Thirdly, 
Rennet ywhorirWc (indecontra&ed to R*ke*i Lord Harris , in the year 
1495 . Novembi*2 .tG be married, and that he (hal divorce from the wife 
behad^b foomas can be. That (he in the mean rime (haH not marry clfe- 
Wbere/’Fbr which caufe (he is kifeft in his Lauds of T arrigla , with the 
JGhtg^ wnfirmatioh paft thereupon, the fame year and day. Her portion 
the faid Earle then Chancellour, (hall procure his Lands to be 
new hotden of the King. This fad, for a man to contrattto port with the 
•wifehehath,afibd marry another* ak kis harlhto conceive, (o being done 
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fo folemnely by fuch perfons, we muft fuppofe it had fufficient and ho- 
neft grounds. For certainly the Earle of Angus, being withall Chancei- 
lour for the time, needed not to hunt after unlawful! or uhfeemly marri- 
ages for his daughters. Some reckon a fourth daughter , whpm they 
name not,but fay fhewaseldeft , and married to the Earle of Montrofe, 
this Earles great Grandfathers father : butbecaufe I have not feen any 
monument of her, I referved her to the laft place. 

He had alfo fundry baftard fonnes after nis wifes death. Firft William c»nne», 
of the Parkhead, of whom the houfe of the Parkhead is come, and the ^ginaii. 
Lord of Torthorrell by bis mother.Secondly $ames of Tod-holes : And : 

thirdly one that (they fay,) was gotten in Glenbarvie, born after his de- 
ceafe. But this feemes to be falfe, becaufe they affirm commonly , that 
after the field of Flowdon ( where his fonne George was flain ) he went 
into Galloway to Saint Maines , and lived the fpace of a year an auftere . 
life. Then he was not thus incontinent, if that be true, neither came he 
to Glenbarvie, feeing he lived in Galloway. He had alfo a bafe daughter. 

And thus much of his children. 

- To come to himfelf : we have heard how his father Earle George raffed 
the houfe of Angus to fuch greatnefle of credit and authoritie, that it was 
become not much inferiour to the houfe of Douglas,to which it had fuc- 
ceeded. Archbald his fon did no way diminifh it. But when he came to be 
of years fit for managing affairs , he fo behaved himfelf, and gained fo 
good opinion of his wifedome and courage, that the whole burden of the 
eftate of the Countrey did lye upon him alone. And for that caufe 
chiefly he is commonly defigned by the epithete of The great Ejtrie of 
Angus. For as touching his Lands and Rents,we finde no great augmen- 
tation of them,fave that he provided his children well. If we confider 
the means, it hath been his own worth and fufficiencie that hath brought 
him to it : for he began indeed his marriage with Court , as a fit mean 
•whereby to rife •, butthat lifted but fhort while,as we have heard. The 
Court changing, it was rather a mean to have wrought him'diferedit. 
Notwithftanding of which, and though he was young himfelf , we finde 
nothing,but that his bufineffe went right. He got his own wardfhip, e- 
ven when his alliance were at the haraeft pinch, that fame very year that 
•Thomas Boyd had his wife taken from him,and married to another. His 
iliccefTe in the marriage of his lifters doth alfo fhow the fame. Neither 
hear wee of any hard effe& that their dif-courting did produce toward 
him. 

It was he that was the chief a&or in taking order with Robert CO- ^ tak« <*- 
chran , and the other Courtiers , that did abufe the King and Countrey, roebr^md 
He propounds the matter to the Nobilitie j he opens up the eftate of tf»eCwm 
things, he puts hand to work , and executes what was concluded. The "** 
reft confent,and follow, he goeth before in every thing. And even then 
when he did all this,he Was of no great age, not above five and twentie » 
and yet his credit, power, and authoritie. Was able to go through with ir. 

The Hiftory is written at length in our Chronicle , we need do no more 
but tranfume it. Neither is it necefiary that we do that to the full, it wiU 
fuffice to fee down onely What is reqinfite*for laying open the occafion 
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fcnd circumftances for clearing ofthefadt, that the Reader may the better 
difeerne the right from the wrong, which othervvife lye confufed. Thus 
it was. King $mes the third of that name, a man of a great and high 
fpirit,and of a half ie nature, and prone tb anger , and fuch a one as would 
not ftiffer patiently his own judgement to be contr adi&ed, could not a- 
Way With that frbedome of fpcech, which he found in his Nobilitie: 
wherefore hee made choice of fuch to be about him, as would not cor- 
rect, but ajiprdve all his fayings , and who would not offend him by 
gatnfaying,burdid curie-favour by Toothing of him, and who with flat- 
tering admiration did extoll all that he faid,or did. Wherefore excluding 
the Nobilitie, he was wholly at the devotion of a few of his fervants with 
whom he advifed,fcftd confuted of all bufines, and either followed their 
opinions, or made them to confent, and execute his will. Thus he began 
tb do about the year 1474. having after his marriage( in the year 1470.) 
addi&ed himfelf moft part ter his dome ftiefee , and private pleafures , fel- 
dome coming abroad , or giving time to the affaires of hrs Kingdome. 
He had gotten about him bafe men both in place and worth , whom he 
btd'adVancedto Honours,and nobilitated. Amongft theft there was one 
Robert Coghran a Mafon by his trade, whom he made Earle of Marre, An 
Englifh ringing man called William Rogers , whom he honoured with 
Knight-hood, with diverfe others of meane rank and qualitie,whoft chief 
commendation was that they were impudently wicked , and villanous. 
This Rogers is thought alfo to have been his Pander, and an enticer of him 
to lewdnefle and wronging his Queen. Amongft thefe bale men, there 
wa«l 6nt Gentleman of good birth , but he feeing the Kings inclination, 
had fet himfelf fully to follow it in all things •, wherefore he had given 
his daughter to Robert Coghran in marriage as a bond of fricndfhip and fo- 
tietifr , his name was Thomas Prefion. There was alfo a young page 
cfohn Rtirvfay , who was of the fame combination. Thefe were the Kings 
Minions , Counfellours , and whole confidence. On theft he repofed, 
and caft the burden of affaires. Their hopes were built upon the ruine 
of the Nobilitie, that by their fall they themfclves might rift. Theft were 
•Gounfelkmts and Executioners of the murder of his younger brother 
$obrt ‘ and had caufed him to commit his other brother Alexander to pri- 
fbit in the Caftle , who had died Kkcwift,if he had not found means to e- 
fexpe in the night , by making a ropeofhisbed-clothe$,andfogotover 
the wall. To thefe great evils there were joyned worfe things. He had 
given himfelf to feek refponfes, and predictions of things to come, chief- 
ly cOncemingh is own Cftate,ofMagiciens,and Witches. He had for that 
parpoft brought one out of Handers that was thought very skilfullin 
divining, nartied i^tndrew a Phyrician by pfofeflion,and Aftrologer.This 
tnati had given the Kings Ambafladours forne proof of his cunning when 
they went through Flanders to the Duke of Burgundie. He hearing whe- 
t her they were going, told them they needed notto make any great hafte, 
fbrthey (hould hear news of the Duke ere it were long. And fo they 
riidindeed , for within three dayes they heard that he was (lain . When 
they came home they related^histothe King , extoll his skill , andin- 
4 tanK his minfde 5 which was too prone of k feft, with defire to hear him • 
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So he was ftnt for, and being come ,was prefented with many rich gifts. 

And good reafon he fhould , if he could withall hkve ioftru&ed the King 
how to avoide the evils that were to come. But meerly to foretell c- 
vill which could not be fhunncd,it was too dear bought evil tiditigsy Yet ’ ; 

that isallhe doth,tels him that his own fhould be lus ruine. The King 
interprets it of his brethren, his kirif-men, and his fubje#s,efpeciat|y the 
chief of the Nobilitie. Whereupon being fufpicious and jealqus of all ... - / . 
others , he trufted none but his fotefaid Minionis, By thefc doihg^ he 
makes way for the fates , by flaying or warding his brother, he irritates 
the Nobilitie, he fufpe&ing them, and being futpe&ed of them by a mu • 
tuall fear. They to fecure themfelves,put hand into the Courteorirk who 
were the authours of thefe evilSj he interprets that to be Rebellion again ff 
himfelf, and feeks how to be revenged. They fortheir fafety aredriven 
from point to point, conftrained by neceffttie for the preiervation Oftheit 
lives , caft off all refpedf ,and take Arms openly , drawes his fonnt to the 
party ( his own nearefl according to his refponfes ) wbcreon cnfuesihis 
iuine. This is the effed of.feekingto Magic iens and fboth- fay ers,w' here- 
of we feldome hear a better end. And it is but defervedly tihat thofe 
that leave the authour and founcaine of all good ,, who guides all by his 
providence , to follow follies and fuperftition , and the authour of all evil 
and wickedneffe fhould be thus ferved. This is the effed of. pride and 
arrognncie,that leans onely to its own judgement, and will notgive way 
and libertie to admonifh and informe rightly. Upon which .other incon- 
venients do follow by degrees : Firft with-drawing the ear from faithful! 

Counfel lours, then giving themfelvesto flatterers * then entertaining of 
thefc, and receding and calling off others, whereof arifeth fafpicionsjjea- 
loufies, wrongs, injuftice , from hence fbedding of blond under colourof 
law, orwithout colour in open Tyranny , as no man at firll becomes ex- 
treamly wicked. Athft foilowesthc ruine of the autliours, together 
with the ruine of others. To return to our point, it came fo about here. 

The warre began betwixt Scotland and England v An Army behooved 
to be raifed^md for the ruling thereof tire Nobilitie muff be conveoricd. 

Loath were thole new men to the work* they knew not what they might 
think wlren they were conveened. But there was no remedie.rthrirprivie 
counfelling could notfuffaine the warres. That wasthepartof the No- 
blemen, and could not be done without them. So they are coaveened j The King 
the Army raifed marches toward the borders, onto Lawder they go. Ip Sawder" 
is a Town in the confines of Merfeand Tivedale , which countries were my 
both wafted by the incurfions of the enemy . Nothing will, make men 
■wife where there is ruine determined. The place, die time, the enemy, 
the neceflitic to ufe the Nobilitie , could not ferve xo admonifh'the -King 
and his Courteours to give them fome final! countcnanceand contew- 
ment. Whom they were conftrained to employ , they would not ecri 
deavourto pleafe. On theygo with their wonted conrfe. The King only 
countenances, coofnlts , advifes with his Cabih-councelL Negloff^ 
the Nobilitie and diftnifts them. It had been ftmnge if theyfiadnot re- 
centcd it •, and as ftrange if they had not remediedit. Now was the time 
or never. The force,powerand all was intbeir own hands; They dffdain 
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it, they regrate it in private one to another. They agree on the generall, 
that fome order muft be taken with thefe diforders. They appoint a 
meeting for advifing of the forroe and particular manner how and what 
Th« Nobility to do. The place>Lawder Kirk*, the timc,next morning betimes. Thither 
Church lhe thc y C0me £ be time prefixt. Here the Earle of Angus, firft in place and 
An^ makes rank , firft in credit , firft in authorityandtheiraccountjsalfofirftin 
thisipeech. fpeech , and is faid firft thus to have opened up the matter unto them* 
„ My honourable Lords , I hold it not needfull to go about with many 
,, wordfrto fet before you the Eftate of this Kingdome. For fome things 
„ you your felves remember, fbme you fee before your eyes. Our chief 
„ Noblemen are thruft into exile, and forced either to fuffer intolerably, 
„ or do unjuftly. And you who are the Arms and Limbs of this King- 
,, dome are left without a head, as a Ship without a Pilot and Mafter,ex- 
„ pofed to the ftorms and tempefts of fortune. Our fields are burnt , our 
,, goods carried away,the labourers killed, or feeing no other remedie of 
,, their manifold miferies , have yeelded themfelves to theenemy. His 
„ Majeftie in the mean time a man indeed (if he were himfelf ) of a gene- 
,,rous minde and rare underftanding, bewitched in his affe&ion, asketh 
„ no advice or counfell of his Nobilitie , butconfulteth of peace and 
„warre , of the good of the Countrey , and fafety of us all with a few 
,,bafe, vile, and ignorant fellows , who by relating the predidions of 
„ Sorcerers and Magicians , fill his fick minde with vaine fear and fuper- 
„ ftition. And thefe men determine and fet down decrees of our lives 
,,and eftates , who knowing that they merit the hatred of all men, do 
„ therefore hate all men. Neither do theyfeek onely to leflen your au- 
„ thority,but toftrike off your heads by one plot or other. Some of you 
„ they have already made away by death, others by banifhment. Neither 
„ do they , as commonly new rifers do , climbe up to the higheft places 
„ by degrees , but they make the carcaffes of the Kings fonnes fteps for 
„them to mount upon,and water their growing honours with the Bloud 
„ Royall it felt . One of his brothers they have moft cruelly murdered, 
,, the other they have conftrained for fear to forfake his Countfey , and 
„ become a Captain in the enemies Camp. And now being rid of them, 
„ they lye in wait for the reft.For being confcious of their own bafenefTe, 
„ they cannot endure any that is excellent or eminent. Whofohathri- 
„ ches to fatisfie their avarice, or power to aflift their bold attempts,him 
„ they reckon for their enemy. And do we prepare our felves to witty 
„ ftand the common enemy ? And encampe againft England i As if a- 
,, ny were more deadly and more to be feared then he whofe greedinefle 
,, our goods cannot fufficc , and whofe thirft of (laughter our bloud is 
;, not able to quench. Now that you may know how much this inward 
„ plague is worfe than that outward foe,put the cafe that EnglandCwhich 
9 , God forbid ) fliould overcome,what could we look for at their hands? 
>, what would they make the end of their hatred,or reward of their vidto- 
„ry ? The death of the King do you think, or of your felves i verily, I 
„ beleeve neither. Our contentions have not been for lives , but for ho- 
„ nour and empire. And a noble heart , as it is vehement and violent a- 
», gainft thofe that oppofe,fo isic eafily mitigated by prayer and entreaty* 

and 
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,,and even with the oonriderttimrof the inlfabiJitie of humane affairs 
„ it is moved to pay and cproptfliom But let m fuppofe the worft , that ■ 

,, they feeing mindefuH of our old debate* , and pufied up with pttfent vir 
v dory would t ate the Kings life, which ofthefe two doth del) more e*r 
„fily with us < He tbm by depriving u* of life . doth al fo take* way aii 
faife of evil s or be chit leferveththat to dally torture* and torments* 

„ which next after our God, (houkj be matt dear tous < wnobeiocting 
,.the rainde with Witch-craft, do animate the King to the deftru&ion of 
„ bis neareft kindred, who detain* him like a capciye ; and will not ftftitt 
„hjmatanytitnetofhowhtfficetobi6loyaUSuhi<ds^ that they may 
,, enjoy the comfort of his countenance , and be behold their fervice for 
,,his honour and (afety. They are not fo touch tobe reputed enemies* 

„ who with difplayed banner protege hoftiljty , « they who within the 
„ wait lye in Ambufh for your overthrowe. withdrawing a way hisMa. 

„ jefties afedion from his friends betray him to hri enemies, abd making 
„ you deftitute of a leader , would expofe you to the mcrcie of ypurene- 
„ tnies.lnto whofe hands if you dp fall^hough perhaps ypuefcapc death* 

„ y«t (hall you notelchew (name and tgnominie^nd which is work than 
„ a thouftnd deaths , fovkude , andbondage. If you get the day and b* 

„ vidorious , you dull sot for all that .acquire that which is the end and 
„ fruit of vidory , honour and renownto your King ♦ reft and quictnefl* 

„to yourfelves,and to your pofkritie,* donrilbingaad prosperous dUr* 

„of your Counciey , but on die contrary a greater liberty to yom ad v er t 
„ fanes for the prelim , and greater feewity for the time co come v tuja» 
„anddeftrudiantoyourUve$ » and to your King a worie flamy , So 
M thar by vanquishing you (hall wot btfo much deed from troubles 
„ ab road,ts you (hall 4ni*ealc your outcries at borne. Wherefore tnyo* 

,, pinion is, to fpeakit h» a wordvthet firft we fluke otfthis yoke of fenri- 
,,tude at home , befote weentet into fight withabriofnBme eneuue, * 

„ Other wife all of ui Audi he (laves 0 the witijndpkifiKe cf a far, we 
, Jha 11 llmngthen <?ur enemies , and booomeTnrifoiu»foiiwoommonk 
„ wealth. What you (hall refolre to dp # Jtpttf :God teprnfper. 

When the Eark had ended hisfpeeeli , there arofcaooofbfcdrtaimtise 
throughout the whole Aflembly , for they bad Jfot the patience «o give 
their votes in order dwt aH crycaomwgedsef , ttftifying their approba- 
tion and agent to his fyooch and opinion. Amoogft others thereprefent, 
the Low! <?r/» was ous * whom feme would have eo he betbarflew The to ti 
die Earle of Doughs at Stirhn , conmaoniy called Cmt-Gr*}. flat if it 9^, hi * 
were he,be behoved co be of peat age now, and of greater at rbefomdl *i* cch ' 
of Bannock-bume, vrherahe is alfo hid to have been i wherefore. I taka 
k rather tb'atthis hath been hisfom However , the Lord <7rjy hettd ail, 

„and feeing their fonwdnrfle .craved audience^and mid tfccmtheiApo-* 

„ logueofthe Micejvrbo oonfulangia a pribtick meecing^ioWccriMr fore 
„ from die Gats furprifiag of them,fouad^ out %• verygood way * which 
s , was to hang a bell about her ncckv that Would ring, asihe (tapped, md " 

„ fogivetbemwarrtir^ of her approach , that they might fave them* 

„ (elves by dighc. But when it carnet p be queSfafod who would imder^ 

„ taketo tie the bdl about die Cam nei^ , chote wtsaever a mdafe duvft 

cheep 
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„ cheep or undertake it. The Earle of Angus uhdferftood his meanings 
Angus called and what application was to be made of it; wherefore he anfwered ftiort- 
BeUtbtCa. jy ^ I will BeU the Cat * and what your Lordfhips conclude to be done; 
mall not lack execution. For this anfwer , he was alwayes after this na- 
med K^irchbald BeU the Ga . And fo they concluded ; that thefe wicked 
Counfellours,and their Complices theCourtiersofthe fame qualitie,and 
(lamp , (hould be brought to judgement, and punifhed according to their 
deferts. In the execution whereof their main care Was that no inconveni- 
ent (hould come to the King > which becaufe it might Bill out in a tumult) 
they ordained that the Army (hould lye quiet , and onely the Noblemen 
with their houlhold fervants (hould go to Court, and apprehend them as 
peaceably and calmly as poffible they could. After the meeting was bro- 
ken up , as they were going along , they encountred by the way with Rt- 
hert Cochran, whom the King ( informed of their meeting ) had lent to 
know what the matter was : For it feemed to be fome bufineffc of mo- 
ment , and great importance that had moved fuch men to conveen at 
fuch an hoiire , fo early in the morning. He had about his neck a gold 
chain of great weight , which the Earle of Angus took hold of, and drai- 
ning it a little , This chain/aid he, doth not become a man of your rank, 
but I (hall ere long,give you one that will become you to wearc farre bet- 
ter , and (o pulling the chain from his neck , he delivered him to one of 
his men to he kepc fure. After that he went on to the Kings lodging, 
where the Guard and others that were prefent adonifhed with the fud- 
denneffe of his coming , or reverencing the dignitie and majedie of his 
perfon gave place, and fhrank away, to that the red were eafily apprehen- 
ded without refidance or tumult. Onely $obn Ramfaj (led to the King, 
and clafped his arms about his middle ; and at the Kings requed was par- 
doned in refpc& of his youth which excufed his errours , and (eemed to 
promifefor him , that he would do no more (b. The red were led forth, 
and accufed. i .Of caufing kill the Kings brother tfbhn a . Of inciting the 
King , and animating him againd his other brother Alexander Duke of 
Albaine, fo as to banifn him : 3. Of fowing d Mention betwixt the King 
and his Nobles. 4. Of drawing him to fuperdition; witch-craft,and ma- 

f ick to the offence of God , and dander of Religion. 5. Ofperfwading 
im to coyne a certain kinde of brafle, coyne of no value,which che peo- 
ple called the black coyne , which fad of all other was mod odious to 
the vulgar. For hereupon had enfued great dearth of corns and viduall, 
whileas the owners did choofe rather to differ their graine to rot in their 
Gamers,'then under the name of felling to give them to the buyers/or fo 
they thought it to be a gift , and notafale. Their accusations were no 
foonerrtad, but allcryed out againd them*, and fothey were condemned 
to be hanged over the bridge ofLawder. That fentence pronounced, was 
fo acceptable fo all that heard it , that they ran and brought their horfe 
coOtm afad halters,, and bridle reines to ferve for ropes, and drive who (hould have 
{*“* "» the honour thefein, the whole Army, and Nobilitie concurring and affi- 
han8e ding at their execution. And thus they did remove thofe men, whom the 

good of the Kingjof the Nobilitie, and whole Countrey required necef- 
farily to be removed from their/frince. Yet it was done with as great re- 
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fpe<ft to himfelf,as it could be in fuch a cafe, where matters were to pro- 
ceed contrary to his minde. They offer his perfon no violence, they do 
not mif-behave themfelves in words : they are carefull it be not done by 
any in a tumult, and therefore come accompanied with the fewer number. 

They grant his defire when he did interceed for one of the guiltie, yvhich 
fhewes how willing they would have been to have granted the reft alfo, 

’if it could have been done fafely. A very remarkable and rare example of 
carefulnefle of the Common- wealth , joyned with all modeftie , love, 
and dutifulneflc towards their King. Their behaviour was juft fuch as 
Lawyers preferibe in fuch cafes , who accounting the perfon of the 
Prince facred, and not to be touched any way, do allow that their wicked 
counfellours and abufers only be taken order with,where the good of the 
Countrey enforceth it. Wherein the Earle of Angus being the princi- 
pall adtour, the chief commendation thereof can not be taken from him 5 
the praife, I fay, not onely of wifedome in propounding,and perfwading, 
of courage andrefolutioninunder-taking , but alfo of difereet mode- 
ration, and dutifull regard to the King, in performing of this aftion 
without tumult,or uprore. Happie had the King been , if he could have 
taken it up rightly, and as he faw how far his wicked abufers were hated, 
he had alfo read their love and regard of his perfon , that appeared in e- 
very adl of this Tragick Comedic , written in fair and Capitall Letters, 

He made fhoWjas if he had taken all in good part, but it was not in fince- 
ritie. He accounted it high treafon and rebellion,and fet his minde whol- 
ly on revenge. He faw What was done to his Courtiers , but he would 
not fee the refpe& carried to himfelt for upon this occafion the Army ^*75* 
diflolving,fo loon as he came to Edinburgh , and fouod himfelf at liber- King comes , 
tie, he retired to the Caftle with a few of his familiar friends , as not da- to Edinburgh, 
ring to truft his Nobilitie. Which when they perceived, they had their 
private meetings and confultations apart. Hereupon his brother Alexan- 
der moves the King of England to fend an Army with the Earle of Glo- 
cefter, hoping to do fomewhat for himfelf. And fo he doth for the 
Nobilitie fent for him, and made him chief man of the party, under the 
name of Generali Lieutenant of Scotland. The King remained in the 
Caftle,from whence he is brought out, and reftored to his own place, his 
brother endeavouring by modeftie to approve his uprightnefle , and ba- 
nifh all jealoufies by his actions. But all would not do he continues his 
jcaloufie,and theeffedfs of jealoufie, an evill minde, and ill-will. Intends 
to make him away,fome fay by poifbn $ whereof he being advertifed, 
with-drawes himfelf again into England-, and that he might be the more 
welcome thither,he put the Caftle of Dumbar into their hands. Neither 
doth he bear any better minde toward the Nobilitie $ but ftill Intends 
their ruines,making up a heap of crimes, calling all their proceedings ana 
aftions rebellious. And after a fhort while, the Courtiers began to fol- 
low the foot-fteps of thofc that had gone before them,and nothing terri- 
fied with the example of their end, began to trade the fame path that they 
bad done. $obn Ramfay ( who was pardoned at Lawder ) procured an 
edia from the King, that none but he and his followers fhould go armed 
in thofe places where the Kings Court did converfe. The King though^ 
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it was hard for him to deale with them all at once, therefore they mull he 
divided. For this effecft he infinuates himfelf, and becomes very familiar 
with a part of them,and advanceth them to honours. Hejnakes the Earle 
of Crawford, Duke ofMonrofTe, a great and powerfull man. But who 
was fo fit for his fervice as the Earle of Angus ? he makes as if he were 
fully reconciled to him, hath him continually about him, countenanceth 
him every way, communicates with him his moft fecret affairs , fame fay 
he made him Chancellour-, but the Chancellour ( Andrew Stuart Lord 
of Evendale ) was even now living, at the coming in of Alexander Duke 
of Albanie neither hear we of his death, neither do we finde in old Evi- 
dents , that the Earle of Angus isentituled Chancellour , before 1495. 
which is after this Kings de«th,in King $ame$ the fourth his time,though 
we have Evidents of the year 1488. and 8 9. Tohim the King opens his 
mind fo far,as findingthat the principal oftheNobility were in Edinburgh 
the K. fends for Angus to the Caftle, tells him that now he hath a fair oc- 
cafion to be avenged of his enemies,that he would caufe feize and appre- 
hend them: for if the Leaders and Chief of the Fadtion were once cut off, 
the reft would not dare to ftirre: that if he fhould negleft this opportu- 
nities could hardly look for the like hereafter. Some fay, that he pur- 
pofed to have invited them to a fupper in the Caftle, and fo to have laid 
hands on them, others fay, that he meant to have caufed take them in 
their lodgings in the night, which is not unlikely. The Earle of Angus, 
though he were no very old Cat ( fome 31. or 32.) if that was 1486. as 
it fhould feem, yet was he too warie and circumfpedi to be drawne by a 
ftraw. He knew himfelf to be as guilty as any of them, and as much hated 
for his guilt: But he was now within the Caftle, and had need to carry 
himfelf wifely. To refufe, might endanger his life; to content he could 
not, it was fo groffe and foule. Wherefore he frames his anfwer after fuch 
a kindc,as might be both fafe for himfelf, and no waics prejudiciall to the 
,, reft. He tells him what adifgrace it would be for him, if without or- 
9 , der of law he fhould ( all of a fuddenj bring fo many Noblemen to the 
5 , fcaffold without a crime, to whom he was but lately reconciled , and 
» had promifed remiffion of all that was paft , efpecially at fuch a time 
3 , when they trufted to the publick aflurance given them for their fecuri- 
„ tie. Neither will thote that remain, laid he,be terrified, and difinayed 
,, with the death of thefe few, but be irritated and driven to defpair , and 
„ fo to greater violence. But if it will pleateyour Majeftie to follow 
„ my advice, I fhall tell you a better way to give you fatisfa&ion. Do but 
„ charge and fummond any of them at any time to under- lye the law, 
,, and I with my friends and followers fhall bring them in by force o- 
penly,and in fair day light, to what place you pleafe , where execution 
„ may be done according to law,which is not onely more fafe, but more 
,, honourable, than either to betray them under colour of friendfhip , and 
„ feafting,or to invade them in the night, as if they were let on by theeves 
,, and robbers. This being fpoken with that grace and courage where- 
with he ufed to accompanie his adfiqns , the King acknowledging it was 
true that he laid , and knowing he was able to performe what he promi- 
fed, fuppofing he fpake in finceritie, gave him many thanks, and having 
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goaded him with as many promifes, difmifled him. A floon as He was 
come to his lodgings he revealed all to the Noblemen, and withall went 
bimfclf out of the Towm From that time forth there Was no more 
peace. The Kings counfell being revealed, he diftrufted all men. The 
Nobilitie feeing his refolution to mine them, and thattherb wasno truft 
to be given to his words, dcfpairing of concord 5 whereas they had be- 
fore fought his amendement , and not his over-throw, retaining ever a piotanmA 
dutifull love and regard to his Perfon, now they fet thcmfelves, and lay «•» £ 3 $. j 
all the plots they can how to undo him. Yet can they not be alienated 
from the race of their Kings. His (on had not offended , and fell to fuc-r 
teed. They affeft him for their Captain. He is alfo moft acceptable, and 
inoft agreeable to the people, and fo fitted for them. Others might be 
fufpe^ed>envied^or mif- interpreted. Wherefore they allure him to their 5 !?l* tht . 
partie by his keepers, and his keepers perfwade him by feare of being dif- Noble* ► 
inherited, and put befides his fucceffion to the Crown. And now the ^ 
parties are adrefled,the King and his own fon. There was divers times * * 

mention of peace, but where all truft was taken away, it coilld not be e- 
ftabliihed. They fend the King word flatly,they could hot give credit to 
his promifes. And fo there was nb way to mediate a peace, but by his 
dimiffion of the Crown to his (bn. That condition was intolerable i 
he aggravates it to forrain Princesjand to the Pope, (hewing What an ill 
prefident it was for all Princes. But before any help can come from 
thence, the Lords make hafte to come to a conclufion, which fell but ae- • 
cording to their defire. The Kings Forces lay moft part beyond Forth* 
and in the Northeme parts. For conveening of them, Stirlin Was the fit- 
ted place. Thither he takes his way with the Forces he had : The No- 
bilitie following as near as they could comb to him. Yet was he gone 
before them, and might firft have come to the Caftle. But being excluded 
by the keeper,hc js-eonftrained to hazard.xhe battelLai . Bannock-bum. 
There,having overthrown the vanguard of the enemy , he was overthrown bLum*: 
by the Anandale men,& w«ft-bordcrers that bare longer (pear sthan they bunK * 
that were on the Kings fide. The King hi'mlclf hurt with the fall of his 
horfc,and wounded in the right arme, fled unto a water-mill that waS 
near unto the place , with intention to have fled to his Ships. But he 
Was perceived * and known by the partifans of his Guard , that (tack to 
him ( which were trimmed with white fringes or fafles ) and followed 
by Ptftick Lord Gray, and Stirlin (of KeirJ and a Prieft named Sorthwicki 
Which of thefe j or if all Of them fell upon him it is uncertain * buttheit 
he was (lain by them. Fame layes it moft On the Lord Gray , who if it 
were Gdm-Grty * it feemes his apprentifhip and hispra&ice in his old 
age have been very futable. For he it was that (lew Wmm Earle of Dou- 
glas at Stirlin, under this Kings father 35. or. 36. year before this. Hd 
hath put a long time between ms affay,and his mafter-piece,and gone cod 
high m it. It it was his fon * he hath followed well hts fathers example* 
ana gone beyond him alfo. All this while the Earle of Angus part was 
honourable and kindly , his heart could not digeft the (laughter ofhis t hi k. to# 
King. He fought his own fafety,and to fhoirten the reins of his unbridled 
Jnjnde* but for his life, he neither fought it , nor Could he differ it 00 be 
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taken £6 farre as heconld hinder it. Wherefore feeing the vidorie to be 
on their fide, he cryed oft to Give the King , attefting all for their love to 
God; , and for their refpe& to the young Prince his fonne , that they 
fliould do him no harm. This was call in his teeth by the way of re- 
proach as chiidifhncfle , or too much tendemefTe of heart at fuch a time, 
by the Lord Q rtf. There were Gain on the Kings fide the Earle of Glen* 
came ( and a few pf his fellows) the Earle of Angus married his daughter 
. three years after. , to lofart Lord Kilmatrs fon or rather Grand- childe 

x^o8. cq this Earle of Glencame. This happened 1488. the 28. of King fames 
Raigne, and gf.of his age. 

But the Wane did not end with the death of the King. The old Kings 
fa&ion was rather ficattered than broken , chiefly his Navy and Sea For- 
ces, of which the Captain ( Andrew Wood ) flood out obftinatly. In the 
North the Lord F pries had gotten the Kings bloudy fhirt, & carrying it 
upon a fpears point like an etifinge, through Aberdene and other Towns 
Birred up all he could to revenge the Kings flaughter. In the Wefterne 
parts of the Kingdpaao , the Earle of Lennox affembled his power , and 
divers moe with him did fend their meffengers to and fro , exhorting the 
people every where not to fuffer fo doteflable a murder un-revcnged ; 
forb idding them to fcarre at thefhadow of theprefent Kings authority^ 
Whoevthcfc Parricides did detiine a captive to countenance their wick- 
*dnefle,ho being rather a prifonerthan a Prince,the whole power refling 
in the hands of the Beuglaffes, Humes , and Htfbnrnes. That even in thac 
regard they would take Arms to free him from their tyrannic, who would 
make the World, beleeve that he being but a childe of 15. years of age 
were & unnaturall as to allow of his fathers murder. Befidcs all this the* 
Eagbfh made fame trouble by Sea with five Ships , which lav in the 
mouth of poith , and riot ortetyinfefted the Merchants and fuch as did 
tiade by Sea , -hut alfb many times came a Shore , and pillaged the 
Couotrey. Thcfc were progncilicks of a ftorm arifing, and of a tempeff 
• great as had tan xhe Weft * froiy the North , and from the 
Fire Engfifti Sea. But thcfe droping Clouds which threatned an after-clap werecjuicki- 
Ship* taken by ly difperfed by the prudent bandling of the other party. ^Andrew Weed 
Andrew Wood. W as jotreated, and brought not oncly to be no enemy, but alio to fet up- 
on the English Ships , which he did: with hisbwntwoonely v and 
brought in the five Englifh toLcith. Lennox was defeated by the Lord 
wboft daughter Geerge matter of Angus had married : and 
* the Northern menhearing of it fat quiet, and flirted not. And for con- 

^Norcmbw clufion a Parliament was held atEdinburgh the 6 . of November, where 
»4**: all chat wasdoaea; Bannock- bume was decerned to be good fervice, and 

that thofethat were Gain them, were Gain through their own dofauft,and 
that tbofethat hadtakeit Anus againfk them were fteefspro all crime; 
This had been done before in the Parliament wheivthe King was crow*, 
ned, but them wem fo.few prefent then, that they thought it neceffary to* 
aanewithere, whore both parties werepmfirnt. And u> it was notonely 
ona&ed , but fubferibed by all chat had vote in parliament. Thus did 
Aligns with ch&raft of hisaffociats govemethofe matters which teemed 
teiraraty hard to fettle, both wifely andwtodc r ately. For they ufed not 
) ■ their 
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their vi&ory and power either cruelly or covetoufly. They forgave fir. i 
cerely thofe that came in andyeelded , and punifhed gently the more ob- 
ft inate, fining them in their goods, or taking from them fome portion, or 
parcell of their Lands and PoflelTions * but there was no rrian ruined , of 
wholly undone by them $ And fo they both pacified things, and did not 
. much difpleafe the parties , who bare it patiently when they called to re- 
membrance for what fmall faults , and upon what flight pretences men 
were turned out of their whole Eftates in the late Kings time. By thele 
meanes they procured a true and fincere peace among the Subjects, 
ffrengthened with a generall love and fubmiflion of both parties to the 
King. And to confirme all the two principalis of the other party Lennox 
and Forbes came in , and were received into favour : Many attribute the 
commendation of all this to the King himfelf, whoft inclination fit can- 
not he denied ) was good 5 but to i'peak the truth , as it is , he was but 
young , andnotaGuider,butguided,evenbytheconfeffionofthead- 
verfe partie. Neither could he of himfelf have carried things fo Wifely, 
for all his good difpofition *, neither was he able to have done it, though 
he had been skilfull , if there had not been great moderation in thole that 
were about him. Wheretore feeing both common report, and our Hifto- 
ries alfo make our Douglases, Humes , and Befburxes , the chief authors 
and aftors in thefe matters •, t fee no reafon why , we ftioulddefrauce 
them ot their due commendation of being men that were dutifull to their 
Countrey ,and withal! very refpe&ive to their King, having laboured all 
they could to reclaim him, and after he had fhut himfelf op in che Cattle, 
reftoring him to his full authority , and even when he was feeking their 
lives, they did tolerate him a good while, being very loath to come to ex- 
tremity. And laft being forced to it by necelfitie for the preservation of 
their own lives , they had regard co the race of their Princes , yea t?o him- 
lclf , and his life in the greateft heat of the bottell , ever willing and defi- 
rous to faive him . And then after the vidforie, we fee how moderate they 
were again ft their detvadtours , flanderers, and profeft enemies that had 
taken Arms againft them , how meek in bearing with them, how careful!} 
too, with calmnefle to reconcile them, how gentle in ufingof them,h^v 
wife and pi udent in the whole progrefle of pacification. And above all 1 
the moderation of their defires is to be remarked' •, for they did neither in- 
creale their eftates, nor enrich themfelves on whit, by spoiling or violent 
feizing of any mans Lands or Goods. The Earle of Angus was made 
Chancellour. But that was after the death of the Ilor A Evondale , and fo 
it was not taken from any other man , neither was-there any wrong- inic. 

And on whom could it have been fo well bellowed ? who was fo fit? for 

it ? and who fo worthy of it ? B'cfides, it feemes that he got it not in the 

Kings minority , when he had all power in his own hand under the fha- 

dow of the Kings name , and fo might have eStorceddc from the King in 

thofe troublous times , for he is never termed Chancellour until! the 

year 1493* which was 5* years after Bunnock-bume , an driven all the 

troubles were quieted and pacified , and the King came to be 20. years 

of age, able to guide his affairs by himfelf. The Lord Htorne is alfo made chamberlain. 

great Chamberlaine of Scotland, yet that was alfo in the Kings power to Lord Haw# 

give. 
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give , and belonged to no man. What other cafuality , or benefite they 
acauired by the Kings liberality,we finde not,unleflcit were the Guardi* 
anfnip of the inheritrix of Glenbarvie, which Angus got, whom he mar* 
, ried to his ion William. But fuppofe they did get any inch thing, yet was 

it without injury to any man and un-reproveably. Wherefore we may 
lay juftly , that no Princes minority was ever fo moderately and inno- 
cently , io juftly , wifely , and prudently guided amongil io great trou- 
bles and grounds of diiTention. This made them that they feared no man* 
having offended no man, but were even fccure in the Kings prefcnce»not- 
withftanding that he had enjoyned himfelf a pennance , for being accef- 
iarie to his fathers death , which was the wearing of a chain of iron about 
his middle in ftcad of a girdle , to which he added every year a new link 
or ring. Notthe lefle of all this , they were never afraid of the King not 
jealous of him , but interpreted this well , and took it in good part , not 
onely becaufe they traded to the Kings gentle difpofition , or 
becaufe they confided in their own Forces, as Being of tne ftronger fa- 
ction *, but alfo becaufe they repofed on the confcience of their fa&, the 
neceifity of doing what they had done , and innoccncie every other way 
towards every man. 

Angb dm* From this time the Earle of Angus continued Chan cellonr , fo named 

•eUonr. in all Writs and Indentures untill the year 14 96. the 14. of January , at 

which time he contra&s his daughters to the Lord Harris , and the Lord 
n Lite. He indents with Hugh Douglas Deane of Buchan, and fonne to the 
late Earle of Ormond , in two feverall Indentures, whereof the condition 
of the one is to purftie for the lands ofEvendale in the year 1493 .the other 
intheyear 1496. the 14. ofJanuary,istothi$purpofe $ That the laid 
Hugh (hall purfue for Glenwhome,Gladftanes, and any other Lands per- 
taining to the Earles of Douglas, Lord of Evendale,or his father the Earle 
of Ormond , and that having obtained them he (hall refigne them in fa- 
vour of the Earle of Angus. Other things remarkeable we have nonc,un- 
till about the time of the Field of Flowden , which makes it feem to be 
probable ( which fome allege ) that all thistime he wasconfined in A- 
rane. The pretended caufe ( as they fay ) was fecret intelligence with 
King Henri of England^ but the true caufe (they fay ) was his taking $e*n 
Ktnntdic, daughter to the Earle of Caflils out of Galloway,to whom the 
King bare afiedion^uid to whom the Earle gave infeftement, and feizing 
of the Lands of Bothwel , although he never married her. As touching 
the pretended caufe it hath no appearance at all , feeing there was *1 wyes 
ppaceand friendfhip betwixt us and both the Henries (.the 7. and 8.) untill, 
the warre was denounced , or a very fhort time before. And concerning 
that of feane Kennedie , we have a note of an Indenture betwixt Angus 
Chancellour,and the Lord Kennedie^svx. they have negle&ed to fet down 
aboutwhat it hath been in the year 1496. $0 that we are uncertain what 
cothinkofk. And contrary tothis we finde that the Lands of Bothwel 
were not in the Earles hand$,but in his fonne Georges , who got them from 
the Lord Bothwei in exchange for the Lordfhip of Liddifaale , which for 
that caufe he refigned into the Kings hands in favor of the Earle Bothwel 
in the year 149a. ro that the Earle could not give her the Lands that be- 
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longed to hi$ fdnne. jftimt# $pr ttj 

Tsarleof Aran ^ , who W^‘ftntVh!h ?n_^ ... .. .... r -- r - 

fed for a prefent to Quefenfe ^^O^Ftidlw > l had'trlttie9 : ?n iipon Iibland, 
and having burnt KnotkftredSjV^as'itJw^tiS/A^.^^^Wtlri Coife, the 
King offended with hisfolroy '^ve^hfe dfttrc^^slib Angus tor 
j>rofecuting of the voyage, ck Arah : having neard'df^iheiyftd faije.and 
was gone before Angus fe4ul|l coitfe to The tfeee^lftrfe the Shft&lay. 

Now although it fhotud feferfi by this tti&ftffe King continued hisntvonr 
toward him, yet thfere arefome appartihtt^fons to mdve'tis to thinkthat 
it hath been rpmeWhat.dimi’niflied. tdtJtUxatrder Lord waSsmade 
Warden of all the three marges (and that Before Fio wdbn) of which the 
'eaft and middle march at feifthad cointhujed under the gov e r nm e n t «f 
the Earles of Angus , for. the ijiacfe bfififtb or foufe geApfkfcfonS, ddften- 
"ding from father to fonne fticcdfioh^frbiB^fle wift^mthepferfbnS 
of^4wri,and George to this! ptd feHt jirffflald, : ' 

‘ ; . , Other mention, or monument cffhim we-fiaye noftt tiiltheWirres'be- 
twixt King J-Amts the 4 . and King Henry the 8 . of England. It is rfepor- w*rre with 
. ted by fome, that the QUeene and fife did what they could to diffwade the Engird, *nJ 
'King from..that Warre,but when he could notprevaile with him, hfe fol- 
lowed him into England. There the King having wafted Northumber- 
land, and taken Norham with fonie fewothfer Caftles , got a view of the 
. wife of one titYon of the'Fo'drd , and did fo fancie her , mat he neglcdted 
the prOfecutiiig of the wkrhj yand cate ofhis Army, and Ad nothing but 
dallie with her. Whileft the Army lay there idle , the Eng lift! fcOP* 

Herauld to the King defiring that he would appoint a day for fiattell. Bile 
thegreateftbart of the Nobility did difiikfeit. And die Earle of Angus 
though he.faW all this and many moe erfOurs , yet he held his peace all 
' this while, whereas the reft of the Nobilitre reafoned With the King, but 
in vain. For the King told them flatly, he would fight them though 
they were a hundreth thoufand more , an d that l ie would retire. 

, Then ( and not till then ) the Earle of Angus hearing Hisartfwer , and 
knowing the danger of fuch refolution , being the Cnifef man amorigft 
. them both for years and authorise, he went about to let before the King 


ofFlowdoik 


the reafons of the counfell given him, hoping by that nieanetobrfe$lc him 
' ,, of his determination , in thefe words. Sir ( faid he ) your Majeftie * . 
t ‘-* L done abundantly, to fatis fie your friendfhip with the King of 

:fe,in that ye have ijtdde thfe King of England withdraw the greater fwale hi 


j, hath 
9 , France 


Angus hf* 
:ecli to the 
diT- 
him 
frorafigiuiiig; 


, ^ when the winter is fo heir. Neithfer Heed yout Majeftie to wonder 
r .' v that the French AfnbaflHdour is fo iriftant With u$ to fight * he beings 
' ^ ftranger,itis no Itrange thing to fee him prodigall of other mens' bloud, 
!. s , who doth no,t regardthe good of the parties , but the behefite that will 
3 , tbweby redo’uhd toFrance. Befides, his requeft is altogether impudent. 
. „ ana^uneleflerForhe requires us to do that Which his mafterfe man of 
v 4 , great jmfaftandingjthinks not fittO do for his own Kingdom.Nfeither 
't^ftould the IoTIc of this Artoy feem finlll^becaufe our number is few, for, 
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-Z34- Ofthefajl Archbald, fie fixtb Earle of Angus- 

„ all that*reofworth,& cxccll either inwifcdome or valour in Scotland 
,, are here,, and tnefe being {lain* the vulgar willbecome a prey to the e- 
,, netny. Therefore as it is fafeft for the prefect to prolong the Warre, 

. „ fo is it mod profitable in gcnerall. For if Lewis would have either the 
„ Englilh exhaufted with charges, or wearied with delay , what is more 
„ convenient, then to compell him to divide his Forces, by keeping one 
„ half thereof continually in readinefle agawft us,who lye in wait to itU 
,,vade his Countrev upon every occafion , fo to eafe the French of fo 
- „ much of their burden < As for your honour and reputationjwhich men 
,, pretend, what can be more honourable , than having razed fo many 
,, Forts and Caftles , wafted and fpoyled their Countrey with fire and 
,, fword,to retume laden with fuch ftore of fpoyle, that they fhall not be 
„ able to recover their Ioffes, nor their foile redeem the former beaurie in 
„ many years, though there (hould happen to be peace 1 What greater 
,, conimoditie can we exped to reap of the Warre, than in fuch a tumul- 
„ tuous noife of ArmCs to have leifure to refrefh our fouldiers with cafe 
„ and qtuetneffe,to oui credit^md to ourencmies fhame ? Of all the' vi- 
„ dories that are acquirfcd.thac which is obtained more by counfell, chah 
. ,, force of Armes,ts moft properly the vi&ory of man,and the praife of it 
,, doth onely redound to the Commander and Generali* for in it the 
,, Armie can claim no part or intereft. When the Earle had ended his 
fpeech,all that were prefent (hewed by their countenance, that they did 
. approve and afferit unto his counfell. But the King who had folemnely 
f worn to give battell, heard him unwillingly, and anfwered angerly bid- 
ding him,if he were afraid,go home. Then Angus feeing tjie King ob- 
ftinate , and fore- feeing innis minde what would be the event of fuch 
headinelle, burft forth in’ teares , and after a while having gathered his 
,, fbirits again,when he was able to fpeak, If my former life , find" hd, 
,, doth not free me from the imputation offearfulneffc , 1 ItirtbW not by 
„ what other evidence I can clear my felf while this bojdy of mole was 
,, able to endure labour and tbyle , I fpared it not for the defence of o.^: 
,, Countrey, and honour of our Kings. NoW feeing toy icOUnfell , by 
„ which onely I am able to do good,can have no place, 1 leave here my 
„ two fbnnes,who next after my Country are dtareft to me , together 
„ with the reft of my friends and kinfmea theflireft pledge that I can 
„ give of my affe&ion to your Majeftie,and to the reft that "ire here pre- 
„ lent. And I pray God that this my.fearmay provefrivolous, and that 
: . „ I be rather efteemed a falfe prophet., tbjit\ thatthofe things happen, 

„ which I think I fee before mine eyes. And fo he took his leave, and 
departed, leaving behinde him with the King his eldeft (on George, and 
Sir William of Glenbarvie, whom he exhorted to carry themfehresVali- 
antly,as thofe they were come of had cvfer done , and teebd^iiding 
The field of t bcm to God and their good fortune , he rode heme. As tfteBtrle of 
Tiowdon, Angus prefaged, foit fell out : for the battell Was fdU&ftf Wo wdon , 
where the day was loft, and the King (lain, yet his body?$Md never be 
found, which had been eafily. difeerned by’ the which he 

ware for a girdle. There were alfp (lain at this^^ffiell Mafter of 
Angus, andSir William of Glenbarvie, with fbme aob.Gentlemcn of the 
name oiixmglas. ' " ' * v .... Thw: 
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commonly called \ Bell the Cat. 




Their father the Earle went to Saint Mains in Gallow&y.. He lived 
there a year after,an auftefe and hard life,where he died alfo, and was bu« Angus death, 
ried in the Church of Saint Maiiis , about the year i y <4. his heart was 1 5 1.4. 
carried to Douglas. The years Pf his age wer^ 6 1 .or 6 t .by all the cori- 
je&ure that can bemade; $0 that it hath not been fo much for his years; 
as for forne other infirmitie, that his body hath not been able and fit for 
fervice,as hefayes himfelfat FloWdon. 

He wis a man every way acoomplifhed both for minde and body. He 
was for dature tall,ana of a ftrong compofition.His countenance was full 
ofmajeftie, afidfUch as bred reverence iti the beholders •, wife and elo; 
quent of fpeech*, upright and fquare in his a&ions * fober and moderate in 
his defires, valiant ana couragious, a man of a&ion arid undertaking, libe- 
rall alfo of heart and hand Roving and kinde to his friends * which made 
him to be beloVed,reverenced,and refpedtedofallmen. He gave proof 
of his perfonall valour in a duell which is reported to have been thus. A duel 1*. 
The King on a time was difcourfing at table pf the perfonages of men, 

;and by afl ipenscdhfeffion theprerogative was ,ad jqd(ged| tq the Earle of f ° v *‘ 
Angus. * A Courtier'that was by { otic Spenfeqi KilCpindie.) whether 
outofenvie to hear him fo praifed,or of his idle humouronely, cad in a 
Word of doubting and difparaging : Itistrue, faidhe, if all be good that 
Js up-come •, meaning if his action and valour were anfwerable to his 
perlonage and body. This fpoken openly,and coming tq theJEarles ears 
in the word interpretation, offended him highly. It fell out after this, as 
the Earle was riding from Douglas to Tjuitallon,that he fent all his com- 
pany the neared way, and hehimfelf with onc pnely of his fervants, ha-, 
vingeach of them a hawke on his fid in hope of better {port , took the 
way by Borthwjck towards Falawe y whereiighting at the brook at the 
Wed end of the town they bathed theif hawkes. in the mean time this 
Spenfe happened to come that way; whom the Earle efpying,- faid to his 
man. Is not this fuch an one, that made quefjdqn ofmymanhpod , I will 
go to him, and give him a triajl of it , that we may iuiow which of us is 
the better man. No,tny Lotd,fai<i his fervant, » fc i* % 4 ifpat;agement for 
your Lordfhipto medale with him,! (hall oo that diffidently •, if it will 
pleafe your Honour to give me leave. I fee,, faid the Earle, he hath one 
with him, it (hall be thy part to grapple with hjm,, whiled J deal with his 
Mafter. So fadening their hawkes, that they might ijotjflye away in the 
mean time, they rode after himjand having over-taken him * What rea- 
fon had youifaid the Eajfle tohim , tofpeak fo contemptuoufly of me at 
fuch a time, doubting whether niy valoqr \yereapfwerable tp my peffo- 
nage ? When the other woujd have excufed thematter,he told him, that 
would not ferye the turnfe* Thou art a big fellow, andto am I, one of usr 
raudrav for it. The other anfwered. If it may be no better, there is ne- 
ver anaarle in Scotland, but I will defend my felf from him as well as 1 
can, and 'Will rather kill him, if I can, than fuffer him tp kill me. So aligh- 
ting from their horfes,they fought a certain fpice, but at lad the Earle of 
Angus with a droake,cut Spenfes thigh-bone afunder , fo that he fell to 
the ground, and died fbonafter. . The twoTerving^men were very hard 
& it dill , when the Earle came and dayed them, laying to Spenfes man. 


Ti- 


Go 
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tjrf 0 f the firft Archbald, Earle ofJngm. . 

Go thy way, tell my Goffipthe King , there was nothing here but fair 
play : I know my Goffip wul be offended * but I will get me into Lid- 
difdale, and remain in the Hermitage till his anger be over. And fo it is 
thought hedid : whereupon the King, when he was pacified* caufed the 
£arle to exchange his Lordlhip of Liddifdale , with the Lands of Both- 
well , g igg in g that there was no order to be had of the Earles of Angus 
fo long as they kept Liddifdale: What other reafons the Earle had to* 
move him to this excombion, I know not, nor why he (hould have pre- 
ferred Bothwcll* but it is certain his foil George exchanged them with 
hisconfent. One fault he had,that he was too much given to women 5 
otherwayes there was little or nothing that a man could have wilhed to 
be helped in him,or that was amtfTe. 

Archibaldus t^fngufta primus. 

falponum dam turba ferox iBudere regi 

Non timet $ idqut palam pick fane pttrefcfuejrimunt * 

Amifftm deem imperii $ vilejccre fceptrnm ; 

Omni a turbari turn forts atone domt ; 

Cochronum extinxi (caput horum& dux nebuiormm 
is fuk ) ifr lagueo colla fcelefia dedi. 

Talibm inf eft m quod Jim Gnathonibw, atro 
Dente petit , famam rodit & aula me am. 
fax hon»num } procerumpeJUs y Regumque rnirtd 5 
guo magis oblatras, hoc magis iUa nitet . 

Archbald of Angus, the firjl of that name * 

Whiles bloudy flatterers did not fear 
T’abufe their Princes name and ear: 

Whiles gitat,«nd mean, and all repine. 

Whiles the Kings honour doth decline, • 

His rule too much defpii’d by all, 

AndState affairs to mine fell. 

Cochran their Head was hang’dby me i 
And lor I punifht fuch as he. 

They do attempt my name to ftain 
Witn flanders, but thefe dregs of men, ■ 

Thepeft of Courts, the ftiame of Kings, 

Their greateft hate moft honour brings. 
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H is elded Ton ( as hath been faid ) was George flain at Flowdon^de- 
figned commonly by the appellation of Majter tfijfngus . . 

He was married to Elizabeth Drtnnmond , daughter to the Lord 
Drummond of whom we told how he defeated the Earle of Lennox. 

His children by her were three fonnes. Firft Archbald jLkerwaxd Earle of 
An»us.SecondIy Sir George of Pittendrich. Thirdly William Priour eff 
Coldinghamc. 

His dat^hters were , Firft the Lady Yefter. Secondly the Lady Bade. 

Thirdly tfeanc Lady Glames.Fourthly Alifon^vaxcntd firft to Robert 
Blackader , of Blackader, and afterward to Sir David HumeotWcdder- 
bume. Fifthly the Lady Drumlanerige,as I take it. Alfo they mention 
a fixth,marriedto a Baron in the North,whom they name not,neither 
. do I know who he fhould be. 

His age at his dea th ( to reckon from the 1 5 . year of his fathers age in 
the 14 69. to the year of his own death at Flowdon 15 rj. ) wasnota- 
bove44. 

His a!<ftibns,becaufe he never came to be Earle,are not recorded. Sdme 
dealing there was betwixt him as Governour of Liddifdale, and the Lord 
Dacresin England, with whofe Deputies he agrees to meet at Dumfreis, 
for doing of Juftice in the year 1489. the year after the King Was killed 1489.’ 
at Bannock-bume. So at Cannabie he met with the Lord Dacres him* Cana * kbie; 
ielf , where they accorded not well : For they intended both to fend 
to the Councels of bothNations to have their determination oftheir dif- 
ferences . He agrees the fame year withSir Robert Lundie of Bagdnie,T rea- 
furer for a general! romiffion to Ewfdaldc , Eskdale , and Niddifdale* 
which I think fhauld rather be Liddifdale , fora rood, pounds, 'being at 
this time not aboveio. years of age * not out of Curatoric by the Laws* 
though tbtt was in his fathers hands. Yet weTee alfo Courts held in 
his namely his Bailiffs, as a retoute of Aim Kerpo fome Lands in Selk- 
rig, ineh^ftidyeaf^wihidbntakesimetothttikhehath been then marri- 
ed. Alfo he it is , as we told above , that excambes the Lands of Liddifi- 
dale forBothwell with Patrick Earle Bothwell refigfling the Lands of 
Liddifdtle , and theKing difporangthem upon the refignation ih the 
year 14$ 2 .upon what reafon either the Earle Both welfhould have affc&ed ■ 

thefc*or he preferred the other,and dot thought himfelf as fir to rule that 
unruly Gountrey as any other,! have not heard^ ' But it was done in his , 
fathers lifetime* who was no foot when he wasinhis greateft vogue,thfc 
firft thred years ofKing {fames the fourth. He allies afterward wkh this 
fame EarlBothwel* marrying hisianne Archbaldio his daughter,but that 
muft be idngafter, except that he hath been married young , as forae fay 

fie Was, ' ■ / •, • ' < ■ r..' ■ ' 

Intheyear 1510.- he indents , firt the marriagfectf his fourthdaughtet ijioi 
lAtifilt to Robert BlackadersXonnz * and apparent heir to Andreio B lafkader 

* If a of 
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^38 O/j^rdkbald tbefevinth Earle of 'Angus, 

of that Ilk. Her portion j co . mar ks T the ter ms , i . at the compleating 
4oi pounds, and 20. pounds, at the feaft of Martimaflc next after * and 
fo 20. pounds ttnrily til lit were payed. Thatfainc year he is infeft in 
Abemethie. And this is all We Have of him, which we have fet down 

chiefly for his children^uid the Hiftorie that followeth of them. 

’ • , • ' 1 • 

. , . • i L - ■ • • 1 

” , t ! 1 \ ■■■ 1 » f „ ' , ■ '■ 1 * — 1 i rr - 

T .i; df EntU tfudttgm tmdtbt 

> T !' . 'i l- fertwf ^Afcfobaid. / 

T O firft, fucaMded.4/vAWxhiepscondyhis Grand- 

childe by his fonne George Matter of Angus. . 

... ’/He Wasitbrice married, firft td UnMgArtt Hrpfar nedaaghcer to 
ferret <fiej 6 *m thehrft Lord Befthwell, being. as yet very young : for at 
his {KWdanarrkge.to'Was not old, but a youths ftripling, Adolefcens. 
ShedtedinidriMe- birth within the ytit ( as they fay ) imrediatly after 
thfcEifM of Flowdob- a. His&cood wife was Queen Margaret reli& 
of King $amcs the 4. and daughter to King Henry 7. of England. She 
fare to fata a dlrtghwr Lady Margaret Dongl *. , Who was married to 
aJMMthtm Stu#p EarkofLcunox i and bare to biaiUemj Lord JDamJy; 
that marriea Queen Mary of Scotland , and father to King fames the fixt 
of S^oflabd,and firft of gteat Brittain now happily feigning. Lady Mar- 
garet bkd&lfo snothef fdnne named Charles , who was fathertothe Lady 
1 ^j.Hiathir&wife Was rJK&garet daughter to the 

1 Lord iMfixvrell. She bare to him a fonne and ^daughter , who died both 
ofthem before they Wefe 8. years old. He hadaHet a bate dadghterby a 
dough Wt«fT raquoirfc inflow Dottgl&wznkd to the LordiJarffrww.Some 
i*y> that; 'be bcgQtthis daughter indie Qucefrt time, white fheiying in 
of iM^.tfprgoret Angfa m Engkri defter her delivery wentto. London 
Ortd fldyed there witb.bej! brother Kiog Henry the 8; and withiher fitter 
the kselQ&cn o£Fcance,.on 4 tbed Lhicheffc of Suffolk. Others fay chat 
lETOA&btfprek Ifehid Olfa a badfofpane ( as I take it)comntoniycilfed 
fiWgA th ioftnlaM to a byvnara*, beeaufe( I know not uponwrhac claim! 
or tidej he didpottuhteond ckim the AbbacteofAfoetbrath (or Aker- 
netback) sad notonrlydid pofhdaflftit jbfct apprdhended it alfb* and ufed 
itashkovvA. • i • -..-’i , r/>- • . r/.v.-i- . . . . • 

Havirtg lH«u^ tfailv^teof: Af^8j[iilifocieafihg , aiufgfowing in 
greatndle, and bpnOqruanothiS man rchkdfAhsi ftoond , fhaliwe fuf. 

j fet it now to decay * w Oothke iakihhispcrfontNo;, but wufhaflfeeit 
increak fo much tbeihrolc > . ‘ as- he approacbeth, nearer oneothaC 
defeent , which »S ablfc : to greet honour unto bafenette itftif, fltr more 
toadde an d mw&plyhohour upon>t hat! which tsolready honourable. Mert 
done* wtei y«*k£ honour fiom tbarprogenitots ^ their potterky' makes 
Jihtt»jfeip»Wiraiile^ -wbddibey haartmauch honocr ^ odd that variable ac- 
fcv§yfl 4 it®»t|«(deg^iof*faithdnimrim 0 rete t Which ieeingit is 

undeniable, in what place of honour (hall we rank this ^rchbald , father 
1 tfttf^ Ladjri t : arid byihorginut GErandfhthertXMMir So- 
vtwa»gaai^ngjC«wiiri gtea Britain. ?i T&soh«ihirtgia enooght^ 

. £ i - r him 
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tiim uptothe higheft toi^hdrtOuf. All other things ate but acceffitfy $ 
yet ate they additions Of great Imoortthte. Men are honourable by their 
'marriage t Who then foihOAourible as he t Having married aQueeb, a 
Kings daughter * ft Kings fiftCt t a Kings mother. Others ftlfo Of the Sub- 
jects ofthit Countrey Have married Queens ( I grant)’ But none Of them 
did marry Queen amrgM>et y a Lady lo vertuous t ,Noftedid ! ftiftrry a 
Queen to loyally defended, and every way Regatt in her father ? Bet 
mother^her brother , her fiftec,her husband, her fonne being alt* Of thim 
Kings or Queens. Noire did marry a Queen without feme bke^and 
dlminition bf her reputation but be. Wone with the«^probatiOn>ofaft 
men even of the Queens own chief fcinred,wkli the! alloworiceYdeftre, 
^nd exhortation of her Kinsfolks, of King fftttry the'?. But you wilffty 
^perhaps, that this hath been chance or forcun^or^gboftmCe in htr,bHn<£ 
neffeofan impotent woman, who placetfher affection without defert, or 
that it hath been ignorance in King titwy her brothtfia forrain Prince 1ft 
Informed. Leras therefore hear fuch witrieffes as wferd not blinded, either 
with womanly affection f or with the ignorance of 9 ftringet 5 fuch as 
Were impartial 1, and who had nekher fear nor hope, love or hatred,Which 
-ate the common caufes of partiality .Theft are ourhfftorfes, which IPthey 
.record truth fast hey are recorder softrhtft) if there was any more wor- 
thy , or before him in any good quality , tfen let it b^ifcCdarrtedfoHy in 
fter,and weftknei&ht fterhrother. What do there oiri4iiforie*tfteh mi 
3F»rft of hispioce’fcnd defctwt ,they fayhCw^sefiefirft-oftheydnftfbf 
Scotland for Nobility. Lb here is one good quality ,ahd that a) veW*uS8M 
one, wherein her choyce andher btothers approbitiOif CiC ? juftifi6tf ; , r 'artd 
• he ihown to be worthy , hay moft worthy by his^ blisoe and mrthj 
whereof wehavefaid-enOugh heretofore.- ‘But lec that bethought of no 
moment or value if there be no more. What fay they next * Whdtof 
himfdfr In'himfelf ' itvbis peribnage-r* The flrft oftheyouth oTS Cot- 
land for tavow and-eomefineflc of petfonagts: Tdare bdtconfenttoithCfK 
th»t makeno'iccbufl«h<re6ic-ft-h«th | 1^erdiU«r4n ; dcbotkWY mdfrhive 
thought itworthy,wheteon fobeitowdKiilgdofttfYft:^ 
offers all- humane creatures, and movtsiitfW&Jthw wBwUfor flOyTBey 
fay that beaftstSfcer n knot; Idoubt od Rjihbagh wokre hot abfe itriifr 
cem their difcefning ofit^Rat letthemhe batfts that do (&: Ahfdimbft 
tdfo be nothing in him v if there be yes no more in him \ iftherebeno 
equalities joyrrecf to it , which hr gives l 0 ftre t o,<as goldf 0 ^Diamond.- Let 
it be (as in all men and womdn ) like string ofgold on# Swines fnow, ill, 
placed* and matched v unftew»ly,a«AuffWOfthdy. Yet-itiSlold^Agotd 
is ever precious jond to be defired * although' the Swihes fount of 111 Wa i 
ditions be hot worthy tobe k> burly and finely deekf^oi* adorned. What 
are then his other properties and qualkiesof minder and man-liobdyfbuft 
and body f which fedwchkdjjoiwv Tho fltfli and prtbapail f ftf 
ofthe youth’ ofSeodond hvall good c>irerdf<s y knowledge, ouniitegysMll 
and imderitendmgjbelcrngingtoanttwtAhisplace ! for I doubt not there 
were rireftymore cunning Clerks than he- f y%t not mewf^dfent irtupi 
rightncflfeV'honeft vertue ^dexterity f and good addrcfloPj^ft/h- tn politick 
matters belonging to the gbod-govemmentof ehe^GOOntrey yftwa 
r I ■» Gentleman^ 
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z^jo Of Archbald the feventh Earle of ct/f ngus. 

Gentleman- like , exercite becoming his eflate , for body or raindc i for 
peace, or warre. What particulars they are we (hall fee in his particular 
actions • vi\. valour , and true courage , with love and kindnefle to his 
Countrey , hereditarie properties from the very root of which he is 
fprung. Alfo wifedome and magnanimity , truth and uprightnefte in 
words and aftions , with others which will appear , as the occafion oc- 
cur res . And fo we have him by thefe teflimonies thrice ( that is every 
way ) firft , or chief and principall. i. Chiefe in Nobility beyond all. 
2. Chiefe in perfonage, oeyond all. 3. Chiefe in vertue , and all good 
arts ( for fo is the word ) or qualities , beyond all. Worthy therefore 
whom the Queen fhould have preferred , and made choyceoftobeher 
husband beyond, and before all. Worthy of whom fhould defeend that 
race of Kings fo Noble,beyond all. Which as it honours him,fo doth k 
not difgrace or di (parage that Noble and Princely race , to be come of 
fuch an one in his perfon •, of fuch dock in the whole race and defeentof 
that whole Family, fo noble, fo worthy , and heroicall every way. Not 
fo much private in place, as Princely in worth,all vertue and magnanimi- 
ty ; though otherwife Subje&s . And thus the honour of the houfe doth 
rife in his perfon, whom we fee accounted by all every way honourable, 
honourable by bloud , honourable by vertue, honourable by marriage, 
honourable by affinitic and alliance, honourable by progenie and pofteri- 
tie , honourable by all adfions, by all valiant , and alwayes worthy a&s. 
As for his greatneffe and puifiancc,we finde it at his entry and beginning 
matched ( yea over-matched ) by the Lord Hume Chamberlaine •, Buc 
in end harderto be matched by any, nay matching (almoft ) what fhould 
not be marched in any fort,wnerewich no Subjeft fhould match himfelf. 
Which however good or evil itbe in ufing , yet it is greatneffe to have 
donefo. . 

• He mirr«« T o come to his particular anions ; The firft we finde is his marriage, 

q. aur&ara. ^hich is not indeed to be attributed to his prudencie , ,or his purchafing, 
yet is it the effcdl of his worth. She affe&ed him , and he had reafon not 
tp refute the party; Her brother King Henry contents, and writes loving? 
ly tqthem both. He had his own particular end , which was to counter- 
poize, or weigh down the French fo&ion, and to hindertheincurfionsof 
Scotland by fuls means % fome fay alfo to flay the Duke of Albanie front 
coming home, robe Govcrnour , but that was not yet motioned. And 
chough that wore his end , yetthe other wasthe end ofhis defire today 
Albanie, and fus main fcope •, for all that he aimed at by flaying of hint 
was but to flay the Scottifh warres , which he by his coming was like to 
fee onfopt.Thingsfal out contrary many timesxo mens incencions.This 
marriage brought in the Duke of Albanie , and by him had ftrengthe T 
ped the French if he had guided wifely , kept the hearts of men in Scot- 
land, and entertained his home-bringer, the Chamberlain, audgiven hint 
a t hank full meeting for that work. But there is a providence , if men 
would obferve. This plot falls King Henry ,that fails the Chamberlain* 
this fails the Duke of Albanie. The King hopes cohinderche French 
by this marriage *, it fotthers them to be all theguiders, being brought in 
by the ChamberlairK The Chamberlain looks fo be reWr<fed he hath 
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his head ftricken off. The Duke thinks that the Chimbedainsdcath " 
ihall breed him all quietneffe „eafe , and power, it looleth him the hearts 
of All men , and at lafl his office. The working of thefethings was. 
thus. 

The Queen was. by the King her husbands ceftament left Regent ditr 
ring her widow- hood. That lafted not long, from the ay. of Septem- ' 
ber untill the next Spring was ended, fay fome : . others fey unrill the 6. 
of Auguft almoft a year. Then {he marrieth,and fofals from that charge. The 
The Earle of Angus did labour to have it continued: > and ufed a ftrong locfcthher 
motive , Which was , that fo the peace Iboutd laft with England , which 
Wasboth profitable and ncceflary. The Queen during her Hcgencie had/ * rm Bfce * 
procured it •, She had written to. her brother that he foould'lbay the war,, 
and abllain from troubling bis Nephews Kingdoine v troubled already 
„ too much with factions within it fell: He hadanfweredher ,. that ht 
„ warred againft the Scots,wbentbey made war agoinft him and that he? 

„ would keep peace with them when they kept peace with him. This 
was a magnanimous minde,and a Princely (fay our writers , not envious, 
of the praife of the Engliih ) though indeed it were nob without a good: 
policie. For by that meane he had leafure to pro&cufe trisFrench inten- 
tions without fear of being difturbed or diverted by theScotrifh incurfr- 
ons » But we will not ektenuate it : he had .indeed the better hand ohic^ 
and at this time peace was more needful! for Scotland! And therefore! 
this reafon brought by Angus forthe continuation of the Queens author- 
ride was fo much the greater. But it could not move the other party* 

Whereof the Lord Hume { Chamberlain) was Chief. They {hew their. 

„ willingneffe to honour the Queen. That appeared: ( {ay they )io this y 
„ that contrary to the ancient cuftome of chisKingdome, they had Cuflfc- 
y, red andobeyed her authority, whiles {heher fclfikepe her light by keep- 
,, ing her widows hood. How that foe had quit it by -marrying, why 
„fhould they not choofeanot her to fucceedintotheplacc which foehacl 
^left ? which the old laws would alfo have taken from her , which dor 
M not permit that a woman foould.gov.eta in themoft. peaceable times^. 
xj far leffe now , when (uch evils do thceacen,ascan fcarce be refilled. by* 

„ the wifeft and raoft fufficient men. This they pretended:, and coucheat 
„.the point that didannoy them. The marrying of the Earle of Angus; 
had made him too great already , the continuing of hecauthority would: 
makehim facregreater. -• 

. This they can not endurt-, fefpedaUy the Chamberlain who was jea- 
lous of his greatneffe , which, he 1 thought would impair aad.lefleo his: 
OWn,alreaay beginning to decline , by the retiring and withdrawing’ oh 
Liddifdaleand Anandale from following him. , and caflliag them, a ga i nc 
under the wings of tdoe Dtuglaffru , to whoui they, had wqnt to betongi. 

This point being once obtain edithat theQueenmouldgovemc no more, ' 

the next waS, who thertfooufd bethemaniHerealfo was noiefie feafeandi convention 
contention. The Chamberlains credit carried it away,hi*own . power>,his.*!»o« ci *x>- - 
illiance,the.Earleofi Arane being hk brother in law,the Earle of Lenno*^^^ Go-: 
Aranes fillers fon,joyned to the Prelates.-,! a Fa&ion ever French , and * ! 
then mote than ever by the King of Engtands. foaking o£ che yoke of 
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Rome ) efpecially the Atchbifhop of Glafgow,a proud Prelate, and ever 
fa&ious. By thefemen, all Noblemen at home are defpifed and balked j 
and the Office caft upon $oh», called afterward Duke of Albanie,Cou- 
iin -germane to the late King, being then in France, brought up in France, 
and onely with the French tongue , where his father was banifhed and 
forfeited,and he himfelf not reftored : yet is he by them, who had not fo . 
much power as to reftore him in the minoritie of a King (as had been 
proved in King fames the fecond his timci againft the Earle of March re-' 
Stored in his minoritie) ordained to be GovemOur of the King and’ 
whole Countrey. Bent Was the Chamberlain that way : And fo bent he 
Was, that he profefled openly at the Convention j that though they would 
all rcfufe,yct he alone would bring him home,and make him Govemour.' 
A great word,if he were not able to do it* a great power if he were able: 
It is interpreted ambition in him,and that despairing to have that honour 
conferred on himfelf,and envying it to any other, he took this courfc. 

I cannot be of that minde. He that had power to do fo much for ano- 
ther, had power to have done fomewhat for himfelf: At leaf! fo far as 
to have gotten fome part of the government with others, as it was cu-’ 
ftomable,when they could not agree upon any one man, they divided it; - 
It is reported alfo for certain,that the Earle of Angus finding that he was 
fo earned in that courfe, went to him, and naming him familiarly by his' 
name, „ Alexander , faid he,what do you mean by this 1 that man is a - 
ft ranger to us,and underftandeth not our language no more than we do' 
„ his. He will work hi$ownends,and who knoweth after what manner^ 
,, Whether or not to the Kings prejudice, who is onely between him and 
, 4 the Crowm Certainly, he will never regard either of us, whom he will 
,, rather feek to deprefte than to advance. Go to therefore, let us agree 
amongft our felvesi Take you the government of the borders, and of 
„ all that licth on that fide of the river of Forth, and let me have thecom- 
„ mand on the other fidei Afairoffer,andawifeconfideration > which 
the Chamberlain fhall acknowledge hereafter too late , and fhall himfelf 
fay the like to him that now doth thusadmonifh him. For the prefent he 
refufed obftinately, and ( as it may bethought) fatally, perfifting in his 
former refolution. Whereof when I confider what might have been the 
caufe,I think it hath been not any diftruft to obtain fome place in the gui- 
ding of affairfc, but a doubting how to keep it : if by chance any thwart- 
ing or infociablenefTe of Empire Should fall out between them at any 
time thereafter : in which cafe Angus could not but be the ftronger by 
the power of England his allies , they having nopartieib great to coun- 
terpoize them. For this caufe he hath thought it fit to bring in the French 
to equail the ballance as principall, himfelf onely as accefiarie^not doubt- 
ing of a chief place both by his defert in bringing him home, and the ne- 
ceflitie of his Service , which could never be lacking. jQftthis rather than 
the other ground (as I take it )he hath laid down mstasifHe. But as well 
as he laid his grounds iheretrooa he built both hisinti&befofe three years 
were come about,and fpeedie repentance foon after die arrival! or his 
Goyemour. i . >. ■ ,ri • • .x: 

Howbeit upon this occafionfhe Duke of Albanie(fo called afterward ) 
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is fent for, arrives, is made Earle of March, Duke of Albanie ( which his $ 

father had been before, but was forfeited ) and Govern our uhtill the GovenMr. 
Kings ripe years. The hordHume comes to him, forrle fay with a huge 
number ( toooo.horle ) to Dumbartan, whereupon the Govemour laid; 
lie was too great to be a (abjedt. Others report,that he canie very privat- 
ly with his noulhold onely (Tome 24-horfe in Kendall Green which was 
‘ his Livery ) and that the Puke (lighted him with this fehtence , minuii 
frafentia famam • being a man ot low ftaturO , and carrying no appea- 
rance of much ftuffco be in him by his out- fide. However he was then 
welcomed, and what faire and good countenance he got thert,it laded not 
long, -John Hefburne Prior of S. Andrews was his enOmie onthisocca- 
lion, yindre# Stuart Archbiftiop of S. Andrews was (Jain at Flowdon. 

Three divers pretended to the place by divers nteanes. Gawin Douglai Hum, 
Biihop of Dunkel, uncle to the Earle of Angus *by the Qneens admiffion, 

Hefburne- by the ele&ion of the Chapter,^ ndrexo Forman by the Popes 
gilt. This Foreman was Abbat of Dumfermlihg,and Aberbrothe, Legat 
irom the Pope,and had gotten this to maintain his grandour , or as a re- 
ward of his (ervice. The queftion was hard to decide. All pretended 
right and reafon. GaxOtn Douglas had gotten pofieffion of the Caftle, and 
had put fervants into it •, but the Priour was ftronger about the town, and 
Endesa mean to fchruft them out; Foreman cannot get his Bulls proclai- 
med: none durdtake it In hand (o long as Hume and Hefburne .agreed. 

He workes wifely, having been born under the Lord Hume , he flees to 
him as his Patron, agrees with him as a friend, and gives the Abbacie of 
Coldinghame to his younged brother David, He doth his tume , pro? 
claimeth his Bull , but had no power in Fife to profecute it any further. 

Yet it caufeth Hefburne to tome to a point, to take compofition, the Bi- 
(hoprick of Murray, and 3000. crownes by year , artd a difehafge for all 
his by- pad intromiflions. So he agrees with Foreman , but d if- agrees 
with the Lord Hume, and defpites him with fuch malice , becaufe of that 
morfeli pulled out of his jawes , that he ceafed not to work him w hat 
mifehief he could. He did fo poflefle the Govemour with jealoufie of 
the Lord Humes and Angus greatne(fe,and afpiring,that he thought there 
was no way to fecUre himfelf, and his Government* but by ridding the 
Countrey of them both* Wherefore the Lord Hume repairing to him, 
and finding by his negle&full carriage, and told entertainment, the little 
good-will he bare him , repenting too late his ftirwardnelfe in his elev- 
en, and calling to minde what Angus had foretold hhri , though he had 
contemned his couhfell,yet now feeing no other remedie, went to him; 
and the Queen his wife,cOndemning his fadfj and regtating the prefeht e- 
ftate of the King and Couhtfey, aild advifed them to flie into England 
with the young King: When the Govemour had notice of this conful- 
tation^ie ufed iuch dlligedceand expedition * that coming to Stirlin un- 
looked for, he (urprized the Queen •, and removing hdr, and the Dougtaffci 
from about the King,he gave the keeping of him to the Lord ^obnEre-i 
skin,*n<\ other three Noblemen. Hereupon the Queen and Angus* as al- 
fo the Lord Hume , and his brother Wiuiam, with-dfew themfelvc J s into 
England^nd the Govemour upon their departure, fcnt Ambafladours to 
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XmMW} w dqjBhipiftlf, wbyjbeyfbOuld 

M^lo afraid of hipa,OC jeave,tbeff£ouotrey . dea|t,aif<j> ptiyateiy with 

^hefnfclves^y thfivrfrifHKjs , mwwgw4-9!&9ftingto. ^lem^U 
cqm^t and wfMcffwayes,,that(tbey ^eleeMi ng: ^Hd 1 d 9 r irt i W j 

to live *t,b9W* j4}j^riW:^ye wbobeifl 

then near, fflreRtor phMe-J*n;h , «mw«#4* tfarbottje ft ,Norc5 
hutn^e Hand ., wh^^ie.wsdDrpughttobed ctf 
; Tben^Iponas ihe t wa5^ble,to^ndn^,travell 5 (>e,wenc to EoBdonjiftete 
llje was kindly welconped,and lovingly enterrajnpdhy .hcri^sfltheraKial 

c^f 9 4 h ^L ^^QBMR^fWce sfa^^ejF V ftrdf:P!W6bsae,^ 
$mm- $ut the^Governours^ .^ng-onp^^a^^fj^cn?, ft n| 
Ws ,of dift ri^i^ap^fing {jay ly>cQulfdf)ot bf, ^ufttcii.hy, 

$pr the Que€n§ ah(ence,incid\^r»cQ\4^ J^ c >Ji Hnffelf 4>ot]p4hy > &^ftii- 

fes. Dmglafm hop of LtonM, nncle.to Angus, W ft? pommitted.tp 

prison -.John Lord if^ww^bisGran^^her^rrfnptbej-s brother^ Va- 
yidfAMur Secr^tarie rotbe late Ki^w^liftwle laid faff ,&*&***. 
dcr M flfwcfii his]?rother M^w, Wer^^j^i^gq^ji^ 
0?Mhp» Wsfe rfeited ,^#t)^^SA©w4owEjkS«W Gm «f 
^nWgh.caU^^ N«ba-$aw; Being «^ t «dqf 
\M,wm mch feartbe EarM Angp^w^bpM ^goyf r»e<infe^ 
absence ( farhe want mt© France ) hpt joyftad wiph r b*flp*berfwlcs of 
Arran^Argyle^Huntleyitbe Archbiftop of S, Andrews, ahiCAafeow,, 
together with a Frenchman, napped ^M^omffmiykaom. 

by en title ot Steyr deU Bewt. Toxbjs La £r<w$<, be, allotted Ehwpbar.the 
Sh^es of Lpwttyan, and the Merfe, -where tfa*<^ipMaMH$ I^wJsknd 
friends were. Thfs©#r^ W¥ ,fl W by Si f tfWsddtfr 

burn, occafionaily, in the -year- 1 5 17- the ijMf.Saptwnbw, For; this Sit 
was our- law ed>hi$ houfe fe**«d, and Sir George Douglas , (. Angie 
brother) fufpe&edto be acceffarie, imprifoped in G&ryetCafUe , fo™ 
not daring to meddle wjtb the Earl himfelfwho w«s no Jeffe fiffpe#ed to 

have been confcjous pf # ('thoygh ialfely)bec»nfe Sir Pw/dtmd married 
* th,eir filter K^ilifon. 

hhnt long alter this, there fell oat an pccafipn of greajttrottbJes betwixt 
the Earlecf Angu s ,and tbc Earle of Arrane. There was fomeqnefiion 
of thp Bailiff- fhip -and right of keeping Courts ip jedward Forreft , the 
Earle of Angus his Lands s bup in which ttdrery Ker of Famihaftecbab 

^ en ^ e ^j. ri ^ 1 ^f^.ff^edgeofdoingjuftice,andpHnilliingwale-fadjj0rs 
as h^pdiparie Bailiff JnphiscontfQverlie Ariwe fidpd with F&rniha&p, 
not fpr any particqlar relation, os becaufe hethoygbf his right was good* 
but opejy ip pppofitiop to Angi}% whom he bated inwardly. What the 
?anle or his hatred was, w? heap npt 3 and they had been good friends be- 
torp. Arrans bafe fopne H/milty* 3 aslj^was on his wayjtftwarda 

Fm? jc to affi^him , fykfi Psmfrf*<vAfeo{ Camnethen fetoponhim, 
J* lk ? S? or fix company, took thiity i»eo and h®&% and.purfued 

himfeJHonear, that he was forged to tume in to Hume Caftle for his 
laretie.This fa^ w^wapoted to Angu^on whom $**merv 4 kxbd for the 
«¥>ft*»rf dependiiBttrdhinkwg that it wasdona by his dire# fo 0 . But it 
ts.-welkbnfiwn thathefides this qwMSflUirfslw JBirfes^haf maahadever « 
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particular feude with the timilrins. But if the Earle had been guiltie of* 
this wrong and offence done unto them , it is not likely that he would 
hive been fo llightly accompanied at Edinburgh , and have ftayed their 
coming thither with fo fmall forces , if he had fufpe&ed any ill meaning 
fromthem,or known any fuch deferving in himfelf. Befides they having 
io juft caufe,they might have complained and gotten redreffe and fatisfa* 
diion of the Earle by order of lavV, if they could have made it appear that 
he had any hand in it , and not have taken this violent courfe. Where- 
fore in all likelihood this Was but a colour and pretext. Hereupon ( how- 
ever ) in the year 1520. the 27. of April , a convention being appoin- 
ted at Edinburgh where Archbald Douglas ofKilfpindie ( the Earle of skirmifh in 
Angus his uncle, or Confin- German rather ) was Proveft: the Hmiltont Edinburgh . 
refufed to come thither , alledging thatthey could not think themfelves ^‘ wixt 
allured of their lives in the Town , where he was Proveft. Archbald to ' 
cut off their excufe , and that he might not hinder publick bufineffe, laid 
down his office voluntarily , and in his room was chofen Robert Logane a 
!Burgeffe of Edinburgh. Then they came to the City , and finding the 
Earle of Angus there but meanly attended , and weakly gdarded , his 
friends not being yet conveened , they aflembled together with the chief 
>Joblemen of the Weft in Archbifhop Retons houle in the Black- Frier- 
Winde (this Beton was alfo Chancellour ) and there refolve by all means 
to apprehend Angus -,allcdging that his power was fo great,that nothing 
coula be difcerneafreely,fo long as he was free. The caufe was plaufible, 
their malice great , and the occafion fair *confidering his finglenefle,and 
their multitude. 

So foon as Angus heard oftheir confultation,he fent to them his uncle 
khe Bifhop. of Dunkell , defiring that if they had any grievance , or jdft 
quarrellagainft him, they would complain thereof to the convention , to 
whole cenfhrehc would fubmit himfelf , and make fuch fatisfa&ion as it 
fhouldpleafe them to ordain. And to this purpofe Dunkell fpake to 
Glafgow the Chancellour, to ffioVe the reft to accept of this offer, 4 nd 
that he would not bd in inftrument of civill diflention. But he had fair 
perfwading of him : no man was deeper in it than he , who was ring- 
leader to the reft , and very Epifcopally had put oh armour to be prefent 
at it, and to affift them himfelf in pcirfon : yet he fought to ekeufe him- 
self, and laid all the blame upon the Earle of Arran, who,faid he, is high- 
ly offended- with the Earle of Angus for many occafions , but chiefly fot 
the affront done to his Ion by Sommervale , and for the daughter of De Id 
Btaute committed by his brother- in-law Sir David Hume ^ not without his 
knowledgeicohfent, and councell. For this caufe Arran will needs have 
him to go to prifon. There is no remedie,fayeSGlafgdw, upon my con- 
science 1 cannot help it. And in the heat of his adeveration he beat his 
Bread: with his hand , where his confcience lay well covered with a jack 
of Maile , of a Secret hid under his Seton or Cadock. And now being 
knocked Upon , it anfwered with a ratling noife, which the plates of iron 
didyceH , bearing witnede againft him how little he cared for that in- 
ward wftnrafe ; which be-lyed him when he protefted he was defirous to 
pacifiemareak-, being indeed thus preparing for warre. Neither did, 
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Dunkell dick to tell him lo , faying , How new my Lord % me thinks your 
conscience clatters. We are Priejts , it is not law full for us to put on armour t 
or bear Arms , it makes us irregular. And Co leaving him , he returned to 
his Nephew , and told him fhortly that there was no poflibility of com- 
peting matters, and as little of efcaping or fleeing , for the City Gate; 
were (hut , and his enemies were aflembling. For me I am a Church- 
man , I will go to my Chamber and pray jor you. And fo he did , but 
he fent his fervants with the Earle to aide him. Some aferibe this to 
want of ftrength,and to his debilitie andold age*, but it was indeed,becaufe 
he held it not law full, as a thing forbidden in the Canon-law, and which 
he had reproached to Bilhop Beton. For in the year 15 13. his elded bro- 
ther George {lain at Flowdon was but 44. and Gawin the fourth brother 
not above 38. or 39. fo that now in the year 1520. he hath not been 
more than 4 6 . which is no age of Decrepitnefle. Dunked being gone 
to his devotion , Angus without further consultation refolves rather to 
die honourably defending himfelf againti his enemies , than tobe hailed 
( he and his friends ) forth to the Scaffold , and lay their necks upon the 
block to be be- headed by their proud and inducing enemies. So he 
conveens his fmall troup » telsthem what his minde was , and exhort; 
them to hand to it manfully. They all commended his refolution , and 
{hewed themfelves mod willing to hazzard their lives for his iafety. 
Wherefore that they might not be furprized in their Chambers , they 
Came forth, and went down the High-Street ( for the Earle did lodge ac 
the Straight- Bow ) being in all but 80. or 100. at mod * but they were 
all of them choice men , valarous , and hardie. Angus was well belo- 
ved in the Town , fo that when hecameby the Shops where the Pikes 
and Speares are made , they had libertie to furnith themfelves with long 
Weapons , and. many alfo were reached to them by the Citizens out at 
the Windows, andfrom the Stairs -, which was no fmall advantage, their 
enemies having no long Weapon at all. The Chief Street is fo feated 
that the Gates being fhut there is no entrie to it , but by fame few Lanes 
that reach from the Cow- gate *, in one of which called the Black-frier- 
Winde the adverfe party had conveened. _ Npw that they might not 
iflue forth upon him at divers places^uid fo oppretie him withtheir mul- 
titude , Angus had caufed his men to clofe up and barrethe entrances of 
the Lanes with Coale-horfes , and Ale-barrels , Carts ,and tuch thing; 
as would bed ferve for that purpofe,and could bp gotten on a fudden. He 
placed alfo fome few men at every Lanes head to defend the BarricaC* 
docs * but he himfelf with the choyceft and mod refokte of his-compa* 
ny , planted themfelves diredly over againft the Black-friep-Winde* 
which he had left open for them , and as they thronged out , he ^flailed 
them with Pikes and long Weapons. There haying flaia'jjnany of the 
formed that came ont,and feattered them all , hedrave tKgne^aown the 
Lane , which by the narrownetie thereof , made their «u«j$er unprofi- 
table , as had been rightly fore-feen by Angus 9 who knew' that a few 
would be able to make good a draight pafiage againft many, fheir multi - 
tkude availing nothing > fcarceoneof ten havgjgzoQBQ tofjghtaroncc, 
nad come to drakes together. The Earle of Arran and his tonne fames 
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Hamilton ( having been apparently of that number that ilTued forth at the 
Lanes head at firft, or el(e he could not have gone that way ) crofling the 
High- Street, fled down a Lane on the Northfide of the City > and find- 
ing a Coale- horfe (landing in their way, they thre w off his loading, and 
rode through the North-logh at .a foord where there is none known 
now , and 10 efcaped eafily, no man pursuing them that way. The reft 
were fcactered on the other fide of the Town , of which fome fled to the 
Gray- Friers Monaftcrie for fan&uary , the Chancellourfledonfootto 
Lithgow, In the mean time , while they were at this bickering within 
the City with great tumult , William Douglas Priour of Coldingham 
( Angus his brother ) and Sir David Hume ( his brother in law ) came to 
the City Gates with 800, horfe which they had brought out of the 
Mcrfe $ and finding them (hut , broke open the wicket with Smiths ham- 
mers, and fo entred. But before they could get in , the fray was ended, 

Angus ftrengthened and emboldened with this fupply , becaufe the Ci- 
ty was (fill full of his enemies , caufed k to be proclaimed with found of 
Trumpet at the Market-Croffe , that none fhould be feen abroad with 
Arms but he and his, under pain of death. This enforced them of his 
idverfe party to crave leave to depart ; which was granted unto them. 

Such was his moderation towards thofe who had plotted his ruine and 
overthrow. He had fought for his life and honour, not out of malice, or 
hatred ; and now that thefe were out of danger he lets his enemies go a- 
way fafe and found. And fo there departed of them in one company 
800. horfe Well laughed#, and derided of the beholders, tofeefo many 
beaten and chafed by fo few. Befides thefe there were many others that 
had fled before , and divers flayed ftill in the City lurking. This con- 
flict fell out in the year 15*0. the laft of April , in which there were 70. 1 J * 01 
llaine ,and two of note Patrick Hamilton brother to Arran,and the Ma- 
tter of Montgomerie. The Cbancellour ( as we have laid ) fled difguifed 
to Stirlic «o the Qupen f 'After this , Sir David Home returning to the 
Merfe, and being thus ttuergthened by ithe authority.and countenance of 
Angus , found means to take his own houfe of Wedderbume frpm thofe 
that bad kept it fince the killing of DeteJBcaute. He took alfo the Cattle 
of Huctieit the famieittme.whkh had.been/eized on by the Govefnour,' 
and was kept by men jtfwthe had put into it. And thus was the Earle 
ofAngus pattie fettled w»d’ftrcogtbened in the Merfe. AlfoinLow- 
thian he bad no opposition or contrary , neither in Tividale, and ftich o- 
ther pares of the borders. The Hitnifms were tire owely great men that 
had any .equality to match him , aad werenow incenfod by their lqfle at 
Edinburgh* . Some of bis friends lay near unto than, Robert Lord Boyde 
was his depeoder^and fpeotall friend .He was alfo neartohim in bloud/oc 
Angus bis Grand-raotherX Elil^betb Aydf) was After to Thorny Mqdtj 
Grand-fatherto this Robert. The Lord Boyde was nearer to Aron 5 foe 
King tfamatbe third his fitter was mother to. A craft .and Grandmother 
to ft»ji«,asis probable, But Boyde followed Angus moccthan him* His! 
houfe of Kilmarnock in Cumringhame , lay neartfl to their Forces ini 
CliddifdalCjjuid faerheftfrom the Earle of Angus his power and friend- 
ftnp.Thcrcfinxs they befioge kibut with^t Ibcceffiv tracing fo well de- 
fended, 
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fended,that they rofe and went away without getting of it. 
ij2i> Thenextycar(i5ai.the i8.ofJuly ) Angus came to Edinburgh, ac- 
companied with his friends , and efpecially the Humes that were banifh- 
ihed,as our writers defigne them. By which he means ratheft(as I think) 
George now Lord Hume ( for he is Lord ever after this ) and Sir Davtd of 
Wedderburne with his brothers , who may be faid to have been banifh- 
ed , in regard he was denounced Rebell, and out-lawed : but otherwife 
he never went out of the Coujitrey , but dwelt ever ftill in fome part of 
the Merfe. There Angus ( as Buchanan fayes ) but { as our folks fay ) 
George Lord Hume and Wedderburne , by Angus his connivence , took 
down the heads of the late Chamberlain , and his brother William,, and 
interred them folemnly in the Gray-friers. He parted from thence to 
Stirlin , hoping to have found the Chancellour Beton there , but he was 
fled. From thence hereturned to Edinburgh. 

About the 28. of O&ober , the Governour returned out of France. 

. Angus his power feemed to him to be too great. He determines to di- 
Angus goeth rninifh it. For which purpofe he commands himfelf to go into France, 
into Fiance, caufcth his uncle the Bimop of Dunkell to be fent for to Rome , as wee 
have faid above. Neither did Angus return out of France , untill the 
Government was taken from the Duke , who from this time forward 
1 y 22. doth nothing of importance. For the next year 1522. he went with an 

Army to Solway to have invaded England •, But his Army loved him 
not all went unwillingly with him , and againft the hair. The Earle 
ofHuntly being come within three miles of England , openly refuted t6 
go any further 5 lb that he was forced to move Dacres and eJWufgravt 
( Englifh-men ) under hand to fue for peace , that he might have 
fome the w of an honourable caufe for his retreat. Wherefore the 1 o. of 
Oftober the fame year , away he goeth again , to France having flayed 
1522. onc y ear * n Sc G ri a nd, and returnes into Scotland the next year 1523* 

** the 22. of September. He broughtthen with him 3000. foot , and 

100. men or arms. Then ajlemblingan Army of Scots ( the 20. of 
October) thinking to do great matters with his French aid , but having 
palled Tweed at the Bridge of Melrofle , he Was ferved juft as he had 
been the year before $ they refuted ftill to enter irito England. There-* 
upon he came back again to the-other fideof the River,and coming along 
by the bank thereof on Scottilh ground , he began to batter from thence 
tHeCaftleofWarkeftanding on the other fide of- the River on Englifh 
ground. And having made a breach caufed his French-men to give the 
artaulc, whoentred the breach, but they were repulfed again , and beaten 
out. So he left the fiege,and retired to Lawder in the night. Inthefpring 
he goeth again into France promifing to return before September , and 
taking a promife of the Nobilitie that they Ihould nottranfport the King 
from Stirlin before his return. This their promife was keeped with the 
like fidelity as he had kept his promife made to the Chamberlain. For 
the.King was brought to the Abbey of Halyroodhoufe by the Queen his 
•Bother > The Eari&of Arran , Lennox , Crawford , and many others : 
Ai^aniMgo. And from thence with all folemnifie of Parliament , to the Parliament 
bregated a ' houfk , where he did folemnly abrogate the Governours authority : by 
- ; . r * which 
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which mean fee (sired bint* labour ctf wturningiaraSflotjaod^ again. ’ He 
ineedod^jStBKberdid^cemrnanjj ro©re.c®St yinor-'paifle the 'Seasifor- 
ahat errand. He'had gbvdmod , orwdher jniCgoveimdthe (pa'ceof-nine 
-years. He fpent in his journeyeB and Ttayini* ip> Prance , fi ve whole . . . ,j_ . 
years ,or fix i «t thefie aine,being abtenefrom tfee^Groricrey^rkl ^skying it a 
prey to fo nonets, and orriilimbitiaw and diflemion,a,nd whdnHe wa$<tt 
home , hcflfcufird andoppicfiM irtse t^bbilitie 6y iflaughter wbanirh- 
ment. .r •' *y •..■•■ / 1 - 

But though he returned no moiie,yet-!oohers fawned for him , thofe Theiirie of 
whom feehsdcauledgocto Francebyd^ftu^^ipie^oflow rtrarnyvitb- out^frawe! 
x>uc his Ikeiwc yea withaup licence’ dd retailing ofaby other, for\ ought 
we read. The Earle of Angus atutttifs-afcer lie had' been in FrfflrieC^tonoft 
three years. He returned through England, ha virig firft ft fit Sityty Patikti* 
gopnd obtained ikencg>of K. Henry , by tvbom tie wa^i^cctvedlopfingly, 
and di&niffedliberally^For' K.Hrtvy rfcfii r edgi-<rtitty^hedimi l n?(h!flg' oftbe 
Govern® ore authorities was glad of the alterations in Scotknd’,t5ethei«- 
ioredid make the more of Angus, beCanfehe tchdwVhaf tie. was oppofite 
.to the Duke. 1 At his f^f unaetie fbkrtdtheeftattf J d)f*thfe Cofinttby ihthjs 
;cafe. We tqid before, how in the yekf'i'J i S . the Queen His w i?e, ! andhe , 
had with-drawn thetfrfdvds into England, and ftayed at Harbortle, where 
’fhe bare her daqghoor tkdy KM drg&& ‘BtMgtds : How Her Husband ha- 
wing returned into Scotknd,fhe (. after her deHvOrjd') went to i!ftc ?J Gourt 
of England eo viftt her- brother and her fitter, with whom fhe’ftayed for 
the fpace of a whole yetlf. Jh which tlnieshe Earle her Husbarrd b^orties 
acquainted with a daughter of Traqaai^by whomHe had a daugliter cal- 
led faint .Digits, married afterward to Patrick Lord 5 Ri«hveh. When tlie 
Queen came home agW,be meets her ktBertoicfc, and brought Her to E- 
dinburgh. he Ha v mg eoete n not ice o fchis wrong hehad done her , J ne- 
wer lived with him -in that love they had done before; And now having 
fet her atfedibn upon ayoifi^er brother of the Lord'Oehletrees, whom 
dhe in tended to create Lend Methvetf ,’flie was become altogether Hiscne- 
mie r And tfhat fo obftinatefy, that howbeit her brother K. Henry wrote 
ao her,thac for her own honour, for the peace and quietnefle of the coun- 
arey^nd for die advantage Of his affairfiS,fhe Would bereconciled to him*, 

.yet (he not oneiy would not yeeld to it, but even hied for a divorce-, 
merit before the Pope , at the Court of Rome.,' alledging that Angus . . . V 
Had been affianced, betrothed, or hand-fatted to that Gentlewoman who 
barethe chiide to him .before he had married her, and (b by reafon of that 
*pre-contra&,coirld not be her law fall Husband . She prevailed hot trr her 
:£ute, forhbr atledgutce dould not be proved, being alfo untrue : but (He 
;increafied in fpightand hatred agaioftbim, and was fet ( by all thenjeaiis 
rlbe could ) to overthrow him. This drew A rr art to beof her Faftibn 
both of them idiflrking that Angus fhould be in the firft place, and fufpe- 
Cfing he would not be contented wkh fbefecond , bent their Forces to 
xootend againtt him as>f or dominion and empiringi , Qrt the ocher fide 
•there wore the Earle ofLennOK s and Argyle, who had affifted the Queen 
(and Amn,and helped them toabrogatfetheDufce of Afbanies authority, 

Ound to-eftablifficlie King Himftlfin the Government of the Kingdome. 

% But 
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But now finding that the Queen and Arran took all the guiding of the 
The Triune King and Countrcy into their own hands onely, and did not admit them 
▼irate <>f Aft- to be any way (harers with them thercin,but wholly excluded them from 
all copartnerfliip, they were glad of Angus his retume : for they knew 
that by his power they fliould be able either to break the authoritie of the 
Queen and Arran, or to diminifh it in fomc mcafure. Neither were they 
deceived in their expe&ation: for having conveened the greater part of 
the Nobilitie, Angus, Lennox, and Argyle , are chofen Keepers and Go- 
vernors of the King and Countrey. Hereupon they pafTe forthwith 
great celeritie , accompanied with 2000. horfe, and move Archbifhop 
J?#w»,Chancellour,to confent to the ele&ion, who did accordingly, not 
daring to refufe. Then to Stirlin they go , and there depofe all that 
bare any publick Office, whom they fufpe&ed, and placed in their rooms 
fuch as were fure to their fide. From thence they came to Edinburgh, 
and made there entrie without violence. The Queen and Arran remai- 
ned in the Caftle with the King, confident in the ftrength of the place, 
and the Kings ( though nakcd>and unarmed) authoritie : but there being 
but a fmall trench can up about the Caftl^, they yeelded them fel ves^ina 
it,becaufe they were no wayes provided for enduring a fiege. The King 
onely was retained, and the reft difmiflcd. - The order of governing a- 
greed upon amongftthefe three Earles, was • that they fhouldrule by 
turnes,eachofthemhisfburemonethsfucceffively. Thefirft place was 
Angufes,either by lot, or by confent. During the time of his prefiding, 
the Abbacie of Holy* rood- houfe fell vacant , the Abbot thereof George 
Creichton being advanced to be Bilhop of Dunkell. Angus conferres this 
Abbacie on his brother William, Prior of CoIdinghame,either by himfelf 
and his own pow.er,or by moving the King to conferre it upon him , and 
chat without the confent of the other two, which he thought he needed 
not,feeinghewasabfolute Govemour for his time. The other two 
thought themfelves wronged by this balking , , and thought that howfo- 
ever he was forthofe moneths to attend the King alone,yetthat he ought 
not to goveme , or difpole of any thing of moment by himfelf a- 
. lone. So they take offence at it, and Argyle retires, and with-drawes 
himfelf home into Argyle. Lennox would gladly have done the like, 

. but the King detained him for the love he bare him, yet did he utter his 

tiratediSbu" difeontentednefle many wayes. Thus is the Trium-virate diflolved : 
▼cd. for which diifolution Angus is blamed, as having encroached upon the 

others, and drawing all to himfelfalone. But he feemes to be unjuftly 
blame d,if this were the time of his Government ( as it (hould appearc it 
was) and not of attendance onely; for they alfo attended the King at 
that fame time. The decifion of this queftion depends upon the words 
of the A& or Contract of their agreement in point of governing, which 
we have not precife. Y et they feem to have been too hafiie^in that they 
did not expe& their tume, during the time of which fome fuch thing, or 
perhaps fome better thing might have fallen in their donation, wherein if 
he had impeded, or hindered them, then they might have had juft and un- 
deniable caufe to complain of him.Now they abandon their charge, and 
thereby give him occafion to adminiftcr all alone , which is imputed to 
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his ambition. And (b he cakes all upon him, making fmall reckoning of 
their offence, which.he efteemed to be unjuftly taken •, and leaning to the 
greatncfle of his own power, which was fuch as we have faid 5 and was 
now alfo increafed by having the Earl of Huntlv for his ward and pupil], 
he being left T utour by his Grandfather Earle Alexander Gordon, and ha- 
ving gotten the Wardfhip from the King-,fo that now he had the friends 
and aependers of the houfe of Handy to be his. 

In this mean time fell out the daughter of Patrick Blackader Archdeacon TJie flau ^ 
of Dumblane i Coufin Germane to Robert Blockade r, fometime Priour of of Panuk 
Coldingham , and brother Germane to Robert Blackader late of Blacka- Bidder, 
der. Robert the Priour of Coldingham had been dain before by Sir Da- 
<vtd Hume of Wcdderbume,and his brother fohn Hume being in his com- . 

|>any , is thoughtto have given him the deadly ftroake. This Sir David 
married Alifon Douglas After to the Earle of Angus , and relid of Robert 
Blackader of Blackader. She had two onely daughters , married to two 
of Sir Davids brothers * the eldeft to this fohn Hume , and the younger 
to Robert Hume j who claimed , and pofleft the Lands of Blackader In the 
right of their wives, who were heirs of Line. Hence arofe deadly feude 
betwixt them , and the name of Blackader , who challenged to be heirs 
by entailment of the Lands to the heirs maie. Wherefore thby had laid 
- wait for f-ohn divers times to have dain him : efpecially at onetirtiehe 
being in a Taverne in Edinburgh , and his men being all abroad , or in a- 
nother room with a Gentleman or two of his acquaintance , and compa- 
nions, aPrieftof Arch-deacon Blackader s came into thfe room where he 
was. fohn, not knowing w hp he was, defired him io drink with him out 
. lofcourtelie, but he refuted , and went forth prefently. When hi was 
gone,one of the houfe fayesto fohnji ye had known who that man was, 
ye would not have offered him any wine , for it was fuch art one. If I bad 
known (/ijre* John ) that, it had been he , I Jhould have made him drink his 
heUie full whether he weuid or not. As they were thus talking , a fervanc 
, of the houfe going to the door , efpies the Arch-deacon coming with a 
; great company of men , and came running to fdbn and told him of it. 

Who leaping to the door juft as they were ready to erfeer, made good i he 
■ door, and drave them back, fo that with much ado , he and thole that 
were with him found means to (hut it. This attempt fo incenfed him, 
that having underftood of the Arch-deacons coming to Edinburgh at 
thistime,helayin wait for him by the way, and flew him. This (laugh- 
ter was imputed to the Earle of Angus by his enemies *, at leaft fome af- 
perfion thereof was rubbled upon him , becaufe (as they alledged) Angus 
had lent for the Arch-deacon , arid he was come upon his fending for, 
and (as fome faid)upon an appointrrient of agreeance to be made betwixt 
fohn Hume and him. But fohn ever in all difedurfe or conference of 
that bufinefle denied that everthere was any appointment , or overture 
of agreement^ or that he ever knew of Angus nis fending for him; That 
which made it the rathe;: beleeved to be done by Angus confent , or pri- 
vity was , becaufe when in the tumult railed upon the (laughter i divers 
went out to have apprehended fohn , Sir George Douglds ( the Earls bro-. 
ther ) Went Out alfo to have taken him at the Earls command Wh.o Was 

* ii highly 
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highly ofiendec! that lie fliould hi v e 'Committee! this mlbleircie in his go- 
vernment * whom When the others faW , they fufpe&ed that he being 
if ohm wives uncle * and feeing many 'bfyglaffes and UUtocs in hisroinpa- 
jiy (\yho were friends and allied With ^bhn ) wis come out', not to appre- 
hend hutto defend and affilt Wm. Whei'efoTethey returned from irtjrft- 
Ing of him. "Sir 'TZebrgt atfo retarded fhOrtly after Without finding 
him \ , neither was there any feafeh made fbr’him Rafter that : Angus (bc- 
t fides tbjktnc was uncle'to fofins wife ) having alrfioft'coraihuull ufe of 
Serviceable andadHve men,beingldath to oficrid'his brother Sir 
jand.his other friends in the Merle. And nOw werethings 'in woriung, 
anda faction makingagainft Ahgiis. Arch-bilhop^rttf/^whohad jayribd 
Jwith Him rather out of fear, than good-will , hadejuiddy fallen off from 
them : And /VnguS j to be; revenged of hirti , Bad brought the King to 
hi^ lodging inEdidburgh , and introibetted^ind felted onhis houfhold 
-ftuffe.for nis owp ufe. Argyle addLennox had fepatatcd frdmhita : 
The Queen and Arran Were his profefled enemies. Thefe ‘had their 
friends about tfre King. Lirinox was ever With hirtv/artdmbft entire* of 
any .His domeftieje fefyadts were corrupted by thc-Qgeen ‘ , whothefc- 
Jfore all fought by all , ttfeafts to alienate the K mgs minde frorrf the 
,gt*$es t detracting and calumniating their aClioiis, fOttie jwftly , imnybf 
them unjuftly aggravating their errours, thif-ifiterpteilng things' doubt- 
full, concealing the good which they did , ahd' tradufajng all. Thnsdid 
the King ( though to retain his favour they Had iffed him wkh all indul- 
gence , and had loOfed the riinsto all delights and plea(ures,eVenmore 
than was fit ) weary of their goVerhtnent. Y et were they fo incircum- 
fpe& , or carelefie , that they negle&ed to rfemove his fufpeded fervants, 
and to place their own afTured friends abObtKitn 5 either not doubting 
them that were wirh him , or’being tOo tdnfidentin their own ftrength 
and power , fo that by little and little he became altogether alienate : * at 
laft he opened his minde to ftich as he tnifted , ahd began to confer re 
with them ofthe way and means hdwto be fet free from that bondage, 
as he was taught to call it. Above all he did moftefpecially conferrewith 
the Earle of Lennox. While they are in plotting ofthefe devices/ An- 
gus (’either not knowing, or not caring what they Were doingywas much 
troubled in fettling arid ordering tl}e borders; and the outlaws tbere.He 
had made many rodes thither, but effected nothing or 1 itle. N ow hetikes 
refolution (for the better filrtherknce^to go into Tividale, add (thfririere 
to terrifie the malefadoqrs , and to encourage Others againft them )'to 
take the King withliim. : Being cometo JfcdbrOugh vhe mwies the Kjng 
to commandthe chief of the Clknnes toBrihgin fuch memasr were‘gifcn 
up by name in writing to him. It’ Was obeyed *j and by thatiheah many 
were execute and put to death j' many pardoned in hope of amendment, 
and that of the principal! malefaCtours. While all are gladhfcre!of ,'and 
their mindesloofedtofome pekee of contentment ; ’the oocafion fednsed 
fair and as it had beerj fallen from Heaven ", tb 'them" who wtre'ene- 
miesto the Douglases, of taking theKing’ Out of theirhandsandoufto- 
die. . . 

'the hiean is devifed thus V that 'Bafcieugh f Who'dWekwithin^lmle 
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of Jedbrough ) fhould invite the King to his houfc ,and retain him there 
( being not unwilling ) till more were come andconveened. But that 
plot failed by chance , or by diicovery , the King being brought back to 
Melrofle. . NotWithftanding hereof , Balcleugh refolvingtoprofecute* 
what he intended, would aflay to do by force what he had faded in by 
craft. He aflembled about icoo. horfe of his friends andother borde- 
rers accuftomed to theft. Hecaft himfelf to be in the Kings way; as he 
was to paffe into Lowthian at the Bridge of Melrofle upon Tweed. The conflia be- 
Earle of Angus fends to him, and asks his meaning, & wils him to retire* mm Angus 
He anfwered , he was come to (how himfelf , and his friends to the King 
his Matter, as other border- men did. ThenaHerauld was fent to him, of Melrofc 
commanding him to with-draw himfelf out of the way , in the Kings 1526. 
name $ but his anfwer was , that he knew the Kings mindeas well as he* 
and would not go away till he law him. The Earle of Angus had not 
fo many in number about him as Balcleugh , vet thole he had being 
his choyce Gentlemen , together with the Chiefs of the names of Hume i 
and Ker , George Lord Hume , and Andrew Ker of Cesford , all valiant 
and a&ive men, he refolved to hazzard battell. And becaufe they were all 
come out on horfe-back, he gave order that they Ihould alight, andfight 
bn foot: The Lord Hume anftored , he would do fo if the King would 
command him to do it. We hear not what anfwer was made , or that 
the King commanded, but he alighted, and took part very .honeftly with 
the rett. Balcleugh alfp alighted , but he had no fooncr joyned battell * 
than a great number of his men ( better accuttomed to fteal then to fight) 
fled away and left him. He himfelf , and his friends, flood to it manful* 
ly, and continued the fight , which was for a fpacc very fierce and hard ? 
its being in the prefence of the King , who was a beholder , and was to be 
the reward ofthe vi&or. At laft Walter Scat of Balcleugh , being hurt, 
his whole company turned their backs , there being fourfeore of them 
flain , and having firft (lain Andrew Ker of Cesford. Balcleugh efcaped 
himfelf out of the Field. Hereupon began deadly feude betwixt the 
JCers and Scots •, or was renued and continued divers years after , and di- 
vers murthers and (laughters followed upon it , amongft which was the 
(laughter of Sir Walter Scot himfelf in Edinburgh. There my Lord T/f* 
wing alfo alighted with Angus , and took part in the con Aid * but the 
Earle of Lennox fate ftill on his horfe by the King , as an indifferent fpe^ 
ftatour , and looker on. He being before afufpe&ed , but now ( by 
this ) a declared enemie to the Douglaffes with-drew himfelf from Court. 

This fell out about the 1 8. of July 152(5. 

. After thisattempt , Angus perceiving fo many evil-affeiled toward 
him , entredinto parleying with the Earle of Arran * and having compo- Arran joints 
fed their old differences , received him . to be his partner , and fellow-go* 
vernour in ruling the Coutitrey. This did the more incenfe Lennox a- nukes upT 
gainft them both , and his anger made them both the more watcbfull ■' 

and carefull to ftrengthen themfelves againtt him. Theground of their 8 * inft tiKm ' 
diflentioh was this Lennox was Arrans fitters fonni (as hath been faid) 
andfattfng heirsofhisownbody , was to be his heir , and to fuccecdas 
well to thfeEaddome of Arran, as to his right and title to the Kingdoms 
v .1 Ll 2 of 
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of Scotland, after the King and bis heires \ and there being great appea* 
ranee of it, Lennox had conceived great hope that he (hould be his heir, 
becaufe his uncle Arran had beealong married to the Chamberlan Hum 
bis fifter,and had no children by her. She alfo her fclf ( whether be- 
caufe (he was of good age, or becanfe {he had been fo long barren ) had 
loft all hope to conceive*, whereupon her husband (either by her advice, 
or not without her coofent,as is thought) divorceth from her,pretending 
he had before he married her, lien with a kinfwoman of hers , that was 
fo near in bloud , as made his marriage with her inceftuous,and fo could 
not be brooked by him with a good confcience. So being divorced, he 
marries one Betm } daughter to Creigh in Fyfe, who was brother to Bcttti 
Archbifhop of S. Andrewes. This was a great ftop in the Earle of Len- 
nox his hopes,chiefly concerning the Earledome of Arran, for as touch- 
ing the Crown,the report went, that the King would entaile that to him, 
out of his own favour. Neither was his hope of Arran quite given o- 
yer,ifthe divorcement could afterward be quarrelled either in iubftance, 
or formality, which Lawyers might readily do in a fubje# of this nature* 
which is fo full of queftions and doubts. Thelc thiogs wrought jealou- 
fie, that contrariety, and alienation of mindes , which foone begat ho- 
ftility and hatred. The diversity of faiftion increafed it , and it bred and 
increafcd the fadion. The King held firm for Lennox , or was hdd 
firm by him , and fent him many private Letters to many of the Nobi- 
Ikie , with whom he dealt , and drew a great fadtion. In which being 
very confident , he aflcmbled them at Stiriin , Where was Arch-bifhop 
Btton , and divers other Bifhbps. There he propounded in plain terms, 
the fetring of die King at liberty % which they decreed and appointed i 
day fbrthe performance and execution thereof. Angus fo foon as he had 
found the winae thereof , and had begun to fmell k out „ had written to 
the Earle of Arran to come to Lith&ow , wherethey might meet , and 
take fuch order as was needfull. Arran was not llow, but gathered his 
Forces quickly , and kept the appointment. Leanfcx haring of it, refok 
ved ( though die day were not yet come that was appointed for his affo* 
riatstoconvcen at Stiriin ) to adventure to fet upon the Humitoitsjbefort 
Angus (who was at Edinburgh Jfhould joyne with them, with fuch pow- 
er ashe had ready about him . The Hmtktnt having noetceof Lennox 
his intention, advertiCed the Earle of Angus thereof. Angus mode ready, 
and addrdfcd himfelf for the journey, but he got many letes and impedi- 
ments. The King dlfb did hinder and ftay hhn not a Hwle , for he lay 
long a bed, pretending indifpofirion and fickifhrtefle, he marched. (lowly, 
and flayed often, and made many halts by the way, ns being weary, and 
troubled with loofenefle of his belly , which moved him often to va~ 
tnaffe,which hedidonely forth cxcufc of pittpofetoftaythcm. Angus 
perceiving island fearing left he (hould comet©© late , left his brother 
Sir Gtogr,and foone few with him to attend* he King, made all the haftc 
he could to joyn with Arran in time. Inches: mean whiles Lennox was. 
come from Stiriin ftnright to Linlithgow and the one 

ofthe Town , bad manned ithe Bridge , whichis amHe from the Town? 
tadthc reft had fax rhfenof^esia ar&r ofhaftdhakmgfociKimaHl^ 

not 
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not far re froth this Bridge. This forced Lenflo* ifo for fake the paffing 
of the Riverby die Bridge , and to croffe the water at a foord a little a- 
bove, near to the Abbey of Machlein. He exhorted his men to aflame Cooflia at 
the Hmtltons , before Angus ihould come to aHift them : and they made Linlithgow, 
hafte , but by coo much hafte they broke their ranks , and having the 
little hils to climbe up , they were out of winde when they came to Hm ‘ m ' 
ftrokes , and withall the cry arofe that Angus did approach. So the 
Hamittons aflailing them With long Weapons from a ground of ad van- 
•Cage, and the Douglaffes alfo coming upon them on the other hand , Len- 
nox his men were over- thrown , being (ore wounded. This was done 
•ere Sir George Douglas could come to them , who defired greatly to be 
with his brother , but Was held back by the Kings pretences. It is con- 
ftantly reported , that Sir George feeing the King linger thus , and know- 
ing that he did it of pilrpofe , faid to him in great fury , It is as much as 
our lives art worthy , if our enemies get you from m today • which , rather 
"than they fhdll do , we mid hold fajl one half of you , and let them full away the 
other. Thefe words the King never forgot, nor forgave •, neither would 
ever hear of pardoning hlrti $ when he feemed not to be implacable to- 
wards the reft. When the King could not ftay Augus any longer from 
going to aide the Hamiltensj he fent Andrew Wood of Largoeto have faved 
Lennox life by all means; But he was (lain in the chace by the Earle of Laiww 
Arrans ba(e fon fumes Hamilton , whoufedthc yi&pry cruefty ,and 
whom afterwards a Groom of Lennox wounded almoft to death, Having 
(tabbed himin five Or fix places , in revenge ofhfe lords cjeath.Hewas 
lamented of his unde Arran with many tears •, by Angps ynm fdflww 
and fadnefle of heart $ but above all , the King took tijs death ill , feeing ' 

his care to fave him not to have fucceeded. It is faid that when he was 
coming from Stirlin , Arran fent to him , and prayed him n6t to come 
forward , butto ftay , Otherwife chat he woula force him to fight him, 

(Which he defired not to do. To which Lennox anfwered •, That he \ 

would not ftay , but would go and fee the King maugty hipi, and all that 
would take his part. But fils porpofe W& dhectlyeo fight the HpfHltons, ■ 

and not 10 go to the King; for he doifidnot gotbhiiti > and^V^ thetd 
ftrong behinde him f having the Ditgldjftf befedchfm. There were fiain 
with him the Laird of Ho wftounj and the Mafter bf Glencame was forp - 
wounded , and Hardly faved by the Earle of Angus , Whole Goqfin he 
was ( brother and filters Children ) as is (ajdaboye. After the Battejl, 1 
thole that had born atmsdgainft the King were enquired after, and fum- 
inooedtocompeere in judgement •, but tome of tnCm compounded for 
money , feme became dependerst to the houfepi Angus , fometothe 
Earle of Arran, Theobftinace wefbonefued by Jiaw > fuen si? the Earle \ 

ofCaifils , who alledged for himfclf ; that he had the Kings Letter to 
(how for his warrant, todo what he had done *, whereupon they defiftedl 
from further proceflfe agiinft hitq $ which I fee no ground^wfty they 
fhouldhxve done upon a private Letter 5 and as little ieafbn istfiejeWhy 
theycould not charge him wfchtKe hurting or flaying of foijite h&h, fee- 
ing he was tn theBatcel.lt (houldfeem they would not have mali- 

otous^ whement agairift men, as our Writers give butjOthdtfo pregnant ( 
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in the inventing of Crimes and quarrelk,as men are now a dayes. Caflills 
was ilain by the Sheriffe of Aire his friends ( a little after) at the mitiga- 
tion of Arrans baftard,\yho had killed Lennox at Linlithgow,becaufe hfc 
flood to juftifie himfelf , and refuted to become a depender of the houfc 
of Arran. His fon betook himfelf to the protection of the Dougldffes , 
came to ^rchbdd Douglas ot Kilfpindie ( who was then Thefanrerto 
the King) and was kindely received by him* and lovingly entreated, as 
one who for his noble birth and towardlinefle he intended to make his 
fon-in-law. Now the Earle of Angus knowing well that Archbifhop 
Bet on was one of the chief (tirrers up of the Earle of Lennox in this cn- 
terprife againft him,remembring alfo how he had before ftirred up Ar- 
ran in the fame manner,and his a (lifting of him at Edinburgh , and many 
other times,goes now to S.Andrews,takes the Caftle by force, and pil- 
lageth it, but could not apprehend the Fox himfelf , who fled from hole 
to hole, and linked fecretly amongft his friends. The Queen alfo (left fhe 
fhould come intoher husbands hands)kept her feli hid and folitarie.Thele 
efcaped their fearch. 

After this he went to the Border , where he caufed the principall of e- 
very Name to give pledges and hoftages for their good behaviour , and 
keeping of good order. And firft he went into Liadifdale with an army, 
where they came and yeelded themfelves to him; and the reft of the 
Borderers followed their example. And now had the Earle of Angus 
fettled all things, in all appearance. His enemies were overcome on the 
Eaft hand at Melrofle $ on the Weft at Lithgow 5 the Earle of Lennox 
was dead,and his Fa&ion difperfedand broken , the Queens authorise 
dafhed,and Bifhop flew# beaten out of the cock-pit , both put to fave 
themfelves by hiaing,alhhufht,and under hatches; no partie, no faction, 
no men to make head againft him . An eftate highly efteemed , greatly 
affe<5ted,and mueh fought for by men. But as in our bodies, fulneffe of 
health hath the own danger, fo inoureftates , too great profperitie and 
eafe are the fore- runners of change,which ( as experience doth teach ) is 
even then at the doores when there is lead appearance otherwife. It fell 
put juft fo now while the Douglases were thus fecure of all danger,know- 
ing too well, arid leaning too much to their ownftrength , no partie to 
take the king from them, no place ftrong enough to keep him in when 
he were taken,nor to keep them out,no meanes to effect either the one or 
the other^and threupon grew flothfullin attending him, are often abroad 
about their bufmetfe,henndes firft the place, then the means to efcape, 
then the party to maintaine it, and at laft to over-throw them. The Queen 
(his mother) had the Caftle ofStirlin as a part of her dowrie , which, 
while fhe (forfear of the Douglases) hides her felf , was left emptie and 
wafte,and yet not feized on by them, who were neither fo greedie,as men 
would havethem to appear, by fo much; neither fo circumfpe# as wife 
men fhould have been,to fccure themfelves, knowing the fitnefle of the 
place for fuch a purpofe,the difpofition of the owner,and the inclination 
, of the King toward themfelves. Now her fear being fomewhat abated^ 
| and the coafts being clear of them, the Qpeens fervants returned thither, 
i iuid fumilhed it more for (how , than fufticient refiftance of any Force. 
a. The 
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The King making (wifely) choice of it , knowing there was no other 
place fo ftrong, pretending the convenience of hunting ( even to her ) 
tranfafts fecretly with her , . and gives her Metiiwai in exchange font, 

•with other Lands about Meth wen, no lefle^onvenie# and profitable for 
her. And fo he had gotten hi? fifff point, a .place pf retreat. Tte ^neanes 
how to ret ire, we re eafie^which was the next. He was. in Falkland, which 
Was not far from Stirlin, in a couptrey not (ubied/to the Douglases , nor 
near their forces and power. Angus*and$ir George his hrotlier^ are bwi 
abfent about affairs of the Count rey, arid none of theirs we hear of, that 
were toactendthe King.orfew and negligent they were, as.mqn ate.wont Thg " 
wh.enthey.are fecure. So he. goethftotn Falkland,to Stirlin latheifight, ef ,* 
with a fewof his familiar fervants,as fecretlyas he cquld., Having gained Stirlm Cattle, 
■thefe tworpoints ofthem by^hqir.errour* there refted the third X Wlpjt 
which thefe errours had been no errpurs to them, nor advantage tohiji), 
they had been of no effeff nor importance) that was a partie to maintain 
* the retreat. This is the main point, and their main errouiythe paufe,and 
the ground of the other two errpurs,that made them flathfull in fejzing 
-that houfe,in attending the King, becaufe they laid their ground' , .there 
could be no partie in Scotland. And Buchanan writes concerning the 
Earle Bothwels refufall to be Lieutenant againft them, that jtie fa>w them 
a little before to. be fuch,as all the reft of Scotland were not able to match 
them. But they took not heed, nor confidered, that then the Knjg was 
with them. • However his minde was agaipft them, he was in their cuffo- 
die and power. and if any had been ilUffe&ed to them , he could be no 
warrant to. any- Eadfion, having no aflurance of his lite/which was at their 
difpofing,and therefore he could not be aHead to aqy: Thefe cpnfide- 
tations being of no fmall confequerice,a$ the event now proves : for he 
is no fooner gone from them, than he fmdcs a partie againft them , now 
that he could be a Head to a partie. r He writes for iqany. of thcNobili- 
tie,they come all to him : others upon thefirft new? pf his retiring, came 
without ftaying till they were lent for.. So that he quickly found him- 
felf free,and out of danger to be forced. Then by their advice he caufeth 
make a Proclamation, that the Doughs abftaine from, all adminiftrati- 
on,and handling of publick affairs, and that; none of them , or their depen- An^nsand 
. ders,come within twelve miles of the King, under pain of, death. This 

i Edia being brought to them, as they were on their way toward Stirlin,^^« otn 
many of their friends advjfed them togo forward, bur the Earlqhimlelf, 
and Sir Ccor^,refolved to obey,and perfvyaded the reft to do fo.,,A duti- 
full and wife rcfolution,if there was not fufheient power with them to go 
forward, which others that counfelled. them to gp,pn,have thought fuffi- 
, cient: And if withalUhey had refolved t<> lay down their necks utider 
the yoke ? and beare whadqever fhouldbc laid upon them. But that they 
< did not refolve to do,as appeareth afterward, therefore they loft hpre al- 
fotheoccafion which might have procured them peace on better and 
., moreequall termes. They returned to Linlithgow to remain there ; till 
they fhould hear farther from Court. This their retiring , and not going 
i forward to.Stirlin,is fuch an over-fight, as a man could icarce have look- 
ed for at fo wile and refojute heads and hands. But where ruine is.de- 
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termined, wifedome is taken from the wifeft, and hearts from the hardl- 
eft. They will difobey more out of time hereafter. The King makes 
rife of that refpit of time,aflembleth more and more Forces, fummondsu 
Parliament in September. They go ^Edinburgh , and aflemble alfo 
their friends more fully. Both parties aimed more at their own fecurity, 
and to defend themfel ves,than to offend the other, yet they give place a- 
gain,and the fecond of Auguft leave the City , which day the King en- 
tred with difplayed banner : from thence ("by entrcatie of friends) he fent 
conditions to them, which if they would obey , there was fome hope 
fhownfc of clemcncie and gentle dealing towards them. Thefe were. 
That the Earle of Ahgus himfelf fhould be confined beyond Spey , and 
his brother Sir George, together with his uncle Kjd rchbald of Kilfpindie, 
fhould go to prifon to the Caftle of Edinburgh. But they rejected the 
«EdiXUgii conditions , and thereupon were fummoned tocompearc at the Parlia- 
the 6 . of Sept, ment in Edinburgh the fixth of September. In the mean while their Of- 
1528. fices are taken from them, the Chancellorfhip from the Earle, which we 

hear not when it was given to him. Archbiihop Bet on had beenChan- 
cellour in the Governours ti me, he had confented to the T riumvirate,and 
afterward had left and forfaken them. Then hath it been taken from 
Bet on (as far as we can conjecture) and given to Angus. It was now given 
to Garvin Dumbar the Kings Pedagogue in law matters , one who was no 
ill man, but who was thought to be a greater Schollar, than wife and pru- 
dent for government. The Thefaurers place was taken from Kilfpindie, 
ind given to Robert C 4 rnecroj[e,& man better knowne by his bags of mo- 
ney, than for his vertues. Thus driven to their laft hopes, they labour to 
hinder the meeting Of the Parliament , by taking of Edinburgh where it 
was to fit, and from whence the King was returned to Stirlin. For this end 
they fend Archbald Of Kilfpindie, with fbme troops of horfe,to allay what 
he could do. A poor fliift, if they ha^gotten if. But the King had preven- 
ted them,and fent thither Robert tJMaxrvelt; who with his friends and de- 
pended, affifted by a great number of the Commohs,excluded them,and 
with watch arid ward kept the town till the Kings return. Hereupon An- 
gus retired to his houfe at Tantallon. The day of the Parliament being 
come, they were cited,accufed,condemned,and forfeited * the Earle, Sir 
The Vtugiaf- Kilfpindie, and Drummond of Carnock. The main caufe,and clears 

fu »re farfci- eft evidence given in againft them, was, that the King fworc he was ever in 
K<1 * fear ofhislire,fo long as he vvas with therm It is ftrangethat hisfeare 

fhould have feemed a fufficient caufe and evidence of forfeiture.Their ab- 
' fence was no caufe,forthey were prohibited to come within 12. milesof 
the K.& they had forgotten toreleafe them from that command & inter- 
diction. Sir J-ohnBallandint , who was then one of their dependers, & after- 
ward Juftice-Clcrk, knew it well, and did freely and courageoufly proceft 
in open audience, that nothing done there fhould be huttfull,or prejudici- 
al to the Earle, becaufe he had juft caufe of fear,& fo of his abfencc, which 
fhould be declared in the own time $ Which was both an honeft part to- 
ward his patron , and a wife and (tout part in it felf. Upon this protesta- 
tion the forfeiture was reduced feventeen yean after this. But for the 
prefent it goeth Oft 5 and an aCt was alfomade againft fuch os fhould re- 
' • ceive. 
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ceivethem > that they fliould be liable to the fame punifliment of forfei- 
ture. Soon after this ± William > Abbot of Halyroodhoufe ( Angus his ' 
brother ) died through ficknefle which he had contra&ed by grief and 
iforrow for their eftate; The reft , feeing no appearance of pardon , make 
now for open violence. Who can think but it W3$ as unfit how > as fie 
to have ufed it whfcnthey flayed from, going to Stirlin ? But then they 
have had hope of more favour,which hath marred all their courfc. Better 
. late wife than never , time was driven, but they counted it not loft , be- 
caufeby their fo long patience they had given proof of their goodwill; 
how they will (hew their enemies what power they had then ; and that 
It was wiliingnefle , not weaknefle; made them to forbeare doing more 
than they did. They burn Cowfland 6 and Cranfton , and daily rode 
about Edinburgh in view of the City y fo that it was in a manner be- 
. fieged t the mean fOtt (offering for the faults of the great ones. By this 
their proceeding , the theeves and broken men of the borders , and elft- 
where ( whom they had before reftrained in their government ) loofed 
from all fear of them , waxed bold to come out of their lurking places , 
and greatly molefted the Countrey people about them. Many outrages 
were committed by. many, in many places ; oppreflion , theft , murders* 
anc( robberies. All was imputed to the Donglaffes , and called their do- 
ing by the Courtiers , thinking thereby to pteafe the King well. There . 
was a Ship ( called the Martin ) which beirig (oaden with rich Ware, 
brake about the Skate- raw, and the common-people came and took away 
the goods from the owners ; this was laid al(o upon them , and their fa- 
ction and followers though nothing of it came to their lift , unlefle it 
were that fome of their ft railing horfemcn,happening to be there at that 
time, might perhaps get their (hare with others. ‘ 

About this time the King refolves to befiege Tantallon Caftle in 
Lowthian , fome fixteen miles from Edinburgh , and for that purpofe 
caufts bring Ordinance , Ppwdet and Bullet from Dumbar , which was 
then kept by the fervants of the late Govemour the Duke of Albanie, as 
a portion or his patrimony. There wis in Tantallon one Simeon Penan - 
goe , with a competent number of men, well fumilhed and provided both 
of Vi&uals and Munition. The Earle himfelf remained at Billie in the 
Merfe , within his Baronie of Bonkle , not willing to (hut himfelf up 
within the Wals of aiv .ftrength having ever in his mouth this maxim* 
(which he had received from his Predece(Tour$)That it was better to heat, 
the Lark fing, than the Moufe cheep. The Caftle was well defended for . 
certain dayes , none hurt within ; many, without were wounded with 
ihot from the Caftle , and fome burnt and fealded with their own Pow- 
der , which took fire unawates , and divers killed, The befiegers weft 
troubled without by the horfemen , who aflaulted them daily at their 
trenches,fo that feeing no hope of carrying it, they raifed their (ftge, and 
retired. In their retreat they were fet upon in the Reare by Angus his 
horfemen; and one DayidPalconer ( a principall Cannonier) (lain with 
fome otherhiredMusketiers,and two of the Cannons cloyed. This the 
K. took fo highly ( efteemingit an affront and (corn put upon him)that he 
fwore openly, that fo long as he liyed , the Qonglajjes fhould never be re- 
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wived into favour. He was then young , and in his hot bloud , ttad few 
not their worth , or at leaft looked upon it through the profpe&ive of 
an angry ptifion •, but before he died, hefewit mowsietfedly and clearly * 
«nd that their fervice was more Readable than all theirs that Were now a- 
bout him. Being.cometo Edinburgh , he advifcth what was next to be 
done. It was thought fit to keep a company *r Coidmgham » which 
needed not to be very great, but onely to lye there ocnftantly,*© pteferve 
*nd ptoted the common people from their incurftons . But that was to 
EeUjhe Cat- agootldefigne, but difficult to profecute. Billie ( where 
Angus made his refidencc ) is within five miles of Goldinghtrii , and all 
the Countrey about did favour ham >, yea, fame in that fame Town it felf 
did bear him good will. Tfaetasktoexecute this conclufion, was laid up- 
on the Earle Bothwell , who was the moft powcrfollman in Lowthian. 
He refufes it absolutely , as that which he was notablcto perform. So 
is the King driven to think of another. The Bade of Arran was the erea- 
teft in power and friendlhip * bat he had darn the Etrie of Lennox at 
Linlithgow , and was in iocietie with the Dmg/affei. He doubts with 
what zeal or fidelity he would profecute the bufindTe. Aigyle was m 
^reat account, for warrdike and politick wifedome-, But he lay farre off 
w North-VVeft parts of the Kmgdomc. There isnoremedie he 

tnuft betheman^ beis made Lieurenant,' and' asour Writers lay ) by 
the Lord Humes aflSihnce drove Angus oot of Scotland. : But all otff 
ancient men, who Jived in thofc dayes, and were prefent at thofe doings 
and adors in t hem, fay the contrary , That he did no good , but came to 
Lmmbar , aid fome of his companies going before, were fet upon at the 
^eeths, and three or fourfeorc ofthem (lain. Hereupon was made this 
rune in deriuon, beginning thus 2 , - . 


The Bark if K^irgyle if hand tv ride 
Frem the kprderef Edge-hucidm hraj^ 

KJt nd all bu Habergeons hsm hefide, .n. 

Em h man upon a fottke of Stray, 

They made their mew that, they wotdd ]U), &t, 

bleither did the Lord Hume rake any particular dealing aeainft him t 
neit her did lie leave Scotland, being compelled thereto by force ( as our 
.traditioners fey)but uponthe King of Englands defire , who wifhed him 
ft) farre to obey and yeeld to his Prince. He alfo caufid him to render 
Tant&Ilon up to the King. What warrand the King of England had ,and 
what prom lies by word ( for it flood not with his honour to eive anv 
thmg m wnt , that his clemency might be free arid voluntary , and not 
■by capitulation ) our Hiflonr doth rather glance at it , than exprefle it iri 
thefe words ? That the CafHe if TMMaden being rendred , the Kmgflmld 
*ri r . . ^-whtng, affare them vf fhe ref of their petitions. Yet the 
w ngr f nd r C i’ ^CTeft were not < for all that ) fincerdy kept. 
What be (peaks of the rendering of the CafUe , our old men. t atWn- 
fed With thefe myfferies)fpeak alfo of the Earies leaving Scotland • That 
both were done upon thefe pnoraifes* They , tdl alio what the promi- 
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feswere , that they fhould be received again , pardoned, and get their 
peace' theiCings honour being once thus falved by his going out of the 
Countrey>and rendering of the Caftle) within fuch a fpace as was agreed 
on. Our Hiftories alfo fignifie no lefle by the exception which it makes 
in this : The reft (fayes he) were not fincerely kept, except that favour 
wasgrantedto Alexander Drumond t o return, &c. Then his return hath 
been one of the conditions , feeing it is accepted as one of them that were 
performed. Neither hath the condition been that he alone fhould re- 
turn * but that they fhould be brought home all of them. He fignifies 
alfo , that Drumonds return was not permitted out of any refped to the 
proraife , but at the requeft of Robert Bdrtaine. So that the exception is 
no exception $ and fo nothing hath been keeped. But the King of Eng- 
land ( to whom thepromife was made ) was not at this timedifpofedto 
exadt the performance of it , and to back hisexa&ing of it with 40000.. 
men , as Princes promifes fhould be urged. Men fay he had other 
work in hand , anabulinefleofhisown to requeft for * which was to 
defire his Nephew tfames to be quiet , and not to trouble his Kingdome 
. while he made Warre againft the Emperour Charles. Y et afterward in 
the year 153a. he fought it diredfcly amongft the conditions of peace* 
that the Douglas ( according to his promife ) fhould be reftored. For He and sit , 
King Henries own part he entertained them with all kinde of beneficence mu* 
and honour , and made both the Earle and Sir George of his privie Coun- there, 
cell. • ... . , • . 

The Kings anger ftill continued againft them in fuch fbrt , that nine 
years after , in 1 5 37. he was contented that feane Douglas Lady Glames 
( who was Angus filter ) fhould be accufedby falfe witnefles i condem- 
ned and execute. The point of her accufation was , that fhe , aind her 
husband ( Archbald Campbell then ) and her fonne and an old Prieft, had 
gone about to make away the King by Witch-craft. Their fervants were 
tried and racked, but confefted nothing, the {fccufer $ohp Lton ( a Kinf- muism. ] 
man of her firft husband ) when he faw how they were like cobe.ufed, 
and that the haufe of Glames would be ruined, repenting of what he had 
done i confefted to the King that he had wronged them $ but it did no 
good. She was burnt upon the Caftle hill with great commiCeration.of Glamct 
the people , in regard ofher noble bloud , of herhusband,being in thfc bmm * 
prime ofher years , ofa Angular beauty j and fufferirig all , though a wo- 
jnan,with a man-like courage , all men conceiving that.it was not this 
fa<ft * but die hatred the King carried to her brothers , that had brought 
her to this end; Her husband feeking to efcape over the wall of th,e 
Caftle, fell , and broke his leg, and fb died . Her fonne was kept in pri- 
son , becaufe he was fo youhg that thelaw couldnot ftrike againft him. 

Others were committed to Ward , as Sir George Hkme of Wedderbume 
(who was Angus his fillers fonJtotheBlack-Nerte/or whom his mother 
Dame Altfon Douglai coming often to entreat the King for him > though 
he alwayesufed her courteously , and gave her good countenance ( and 
that almoft onely to her of all their friends ) fo.that his language was by 
.way of excufing without deniall , yet fhe could obtain nothing till a Un- 
tie before his death about the rbdc of Fawla , When hee began to mifte. 
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2 6% Of Archbald the feventh Earle of Angus ^ 

their fervic'e , then he let him at Iibertie. His implacabilitie did alfd 
appear in his carriage toward Archbald of Kilfpindie , whom he ( when 
he was a childe ) loved Angularly well for his ability of body , and was 
wont to call him his Gray Steel/. Archbdd being banifhed into England, 
could not well comport with the humour of that Nation , which he 
thought to be too proud , and that they had too high a conceit oi them- 
felves , joyned with a contempt and defpifing of all others. Wherefore 
being wearied of that life , and remembring the Kings favour of old to- 
ward him , he determined to trie the Kings mercifulnefle and clemency; 
So he comes into Scotland , and taking occasion of the Kings hunting 
inthe Park at Scirlin , he calls himfelf to be in his way, as he was com- 
ining borne to the Calllc. So foon as the King faw him afar off , ere he 
came near , he ghefled it was he , and faid to one of his Cour- 
tiers , yonder js my Gray Steel / , {Jdrchbdd of Kilfpindie , if he 
be alive. The other anfwered , that it could not be he , and that he 
durft not come into the Kings prefence. The King approaching , he fell 
upon his knees^uid craved pardon,and promifed from thence forward to 
abdain from all meddling in publick affairs, and to lead a quiet and a pri- 
vate life. The King went by without giving him any anfwer,and trotted 
a good round pace up the hill. Kilfpindie followed , and ( though he 
wore on him a Secret, or (hire of Maile for his particular enemies ) was aS 
foon at the Caftle gate as the King. There he fat him down upon a done 
without, and entreated fome of the Kings fervants for a cup of drink, be- 
ing wearie and thirdie : but they fearing the Kings difpleafure,dur(l give 
him none. When the K. was fat at his dinner, he asked what he had done; 
what he had faid,and whither he was gone i It was told him, that he had 
defired a cup of drink,and had gotten none. The King reproved them ve- 
ry lharply for their difcourte fie, and told them,that if he had not taken ait 
oath, that no Douglas Ihould ever ferve him, he would have received hint 
into his fervice. , for he had leen him fometime a man of great abilities 
Then he fent him word to go to Leith , and exped his farther pleafurc. 
Then fome kinfman of David Falconer ( the Cannonier that was flain at 
Tantallon) began to quarell with Archbald about the matter , where- 
witbthe King (hewed himfelf not well pleafed when he heard of it.Then 
he commanded him to go to France for a certain fpace, till he heard far- 
ther from him . And fo he did,and died lhortly after. This gave occafion 
Kilf indie t0 England ( Henry the 8 0 to blame his Nephew , alledging 

dietin' the old faying, That a Kings face fhould give grace. For this t^Archbdd 
France. ( whatfoever were Angufes or Sir George his fault ) had not been princi- 

pal adlor of any thing, nor no counfellour or ftirrer up , butonely a fol- 
lower of his friends, and that no wayes cruelly difpofed. He caufed alfo 
execute Sir Routes Hamilton of Evendale , for divers reafons: but that 
which incenfed him mod, was his correfpondencie, and fecret trafficking 
and meeting with the banilhed Donglaffes , efpccially with Sir George 
whom he met with in the Park^head, as the King was informed. There 
was no man that he could hear had but received them into his houle, 
but he caufed apprehend ,‘<*and execute the rigour of the law upon them. 
He caufed the Laird of Blackader bring in fohn Hisbtt of the Spitcell, 

and 
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and made him to be executed to death', for receiving ( as was alledged at 
ieaft)the Earle of Angus into his houfe. Thefe many executions pro- 
ceeding from many reports dnd delations given to him , bred great fufpi- 
Ition in his minde, all the woods feemed full of thcevcs.Many were put to 
death for the Douglajfes^ this was a token that they had many favourers i 
many were offended by thefe executions,and fo many iU-willers by be- 
ing offended. So his fufpition againft the Nobilitie was daily increafed, 
his jealoufie growes, cares multiply, his minde is difturbed, which would 
not fuffer him to deep found , but troubled his head with dreames and 
fanfies. 

In the mean time the Warres began with England by mucuall incurfi- Haldcnrig. 
ons on the Borders. The King lent George Gordon Earle of Huntley to 
the Border to reprefte the Englifh. But they ^feeing his Forces fbfmaill, 
came forward to have burnt Jedburgh. The Lord Hume hearing of their 
intention, went and lay in their way. The Earle of Angus had been fent 
down to the Border by the K.of England , to wait for occafion to do 
fomething againft Scotland, and was now with thefe Englifh here. Hee 
diflwaded them from fighting,and told them, that the Lord Hume would . 
hot flee, nor his men leave him , and that they would all die at his feet. 

But they would needs fight, and were' overthrowne. The Earlfe of An- 
gus himfelf was almoft taken, for he was caught about the neck, and rid 
himfelfagain with his dagger, and foefcaped. There were fome flaine, 
more taken, all fcattered and chafed. The King was fo glad hereof, that 
he gave the lands of the Hirfell to Sir Andrew Ket of Little- dean for 
bringing the firft newes hereof: but he that was the chief a&or the Lord 
Hume got nothing. This was at Halden rig. Then was the rode of Faw- Faw, »« 
la,where the Nobilitie did flatly refufe to fight , and fbffered the Englifh 
to retire , and efcape without battell or skirmifh. The King being there 
in perfon , was fo enraged hereat , that he burft forth into open railing a* 
gainftthem, calling them cowards , and beafts that were not worthy of 
their places or PredecdTours \ and withall cold them , that he fhould 
bring home thofe that dirrft and would fight , meaning the Earle of An- So|cmn4 
gus and his friends. Then followed on the neck of this tfie defeat at So- Mofe." 
lemne-Moffe , where Oliver Sinclar being deferted by the Mobility, was 
fain to flie , and fo loft the day } and many were taken prifoners * many 
alfoyeeldedthemfelvcs to the Englifh. The King, who was not farre 
Off, when he heard of ft , was wonderfully com moved, having his minde 
diftra&ed With indignation , anger, grief and forrow $ now thinking how 
fo be avenged on them that had dealt thus traiteroufly with him y then of 
new preparation for the WarrCs, & how it fhould be managed. For which 
he faw riow there was but one way left , which was to bring home the 
Earle of Angus j upon what ever terms * feeing at laftiwhat a fubjeft he 
had thruft from him, and repenting him, faid he fhould bring him home, 
that would take order with them alfo. But it was too late, forhfs death 
tnfuing fhortly after, hindered the execution of that purpofe. • He died 
the thirteenth of December 1542. leaving one onefy daughter Mary his ‘ 

heirbehinde him , a childeof fivedayes old. 54 • 

But although he lived not to effeA his determination , yet he gave 
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them an honourable teftimony of their worth , and withall made a con* 
feffion of the wrong he had done to them , and gave them a dearabfol- 
viture from all former imputation. And fo for their part they reft fa* 
tisfied with it j and feek no other* The King was dead, who had purpofed 
to have brought them home , his will is enough to them •, they (land not 
on ceremonies , they come home now unfent for. There were taken 
prifoners at the Solom-Mofle j feven Earles and Lords , foure and 
twenty others, of infcriour , but good place and quality. Wheh King 
Henry of England had triumphed a while over them ( caufing to lead 
them from the Towre of London to Court through Cheapfide Street 
the 20. Of December upon Saint Thomas day ) he rebuked them as brea- 
kers of Covenant by a long harangue of his Chancellour *, who magnifi- 
ed the Kings mercy , who did ( faidhe ) remit much of the rigour he 
might juftly have ufedagainft them. After this they had Tome more 
freedome •, and when the news of the Kings death was come , hedealt 
kindly with them , and told them his intention $ which was to have 
their Kings daughter married to his fonne Prince Edward , that {b the 
Nations of England and Scotland might be joyned together by that 
alliance * foraffe&ing of which match he takes their prom ife to favour 
his defigne , and to fet it forward at home as farre as they might without 
dammage to their Countrey , or reproach, and infamy to themfelves. 
So (haying firft taken pledges and hoftages of them at New- Caftle , by 
the Duke of North- folkejfor their return , in cafe the.peace were not a* 
greed on ) he fent them home to Scotland the firft of January 1543; 
withthefe returned our Douglases ( the Earle; and Sir George ) after fif- 
teen years exile 5 and were received of all with great joy and gratulation. 
Onely they were not welcome to the Cardinal^ They had been ever at 
variance , they ranne divers coUrfes in policie , he fufpe&td their Reli- 
gion , f pecially Sir Georges. He knew they would not approve nor rati- 
ne the Kings teftament which he had forged 4 wherein he was made Pro- 
te&our and Goyernour, with three Noblemen to be his AflefTonrs. He 
doubted not i but that they would oppdfe him in the Parliament •, and 
therefore here he found means to be chofenGoyemor before their return; 
Yet his fraud was dete&ed before they came home ,and he debouted,and 
put from that authority. In his place fames Hamilton Earle of Arran was 
chofen, asbeingtbemanto whom it properly belonged, as next heire,- 
and beft beloved,partly becaufe they had a good opinion of his towardly 
difpofition * ana that he was not avcrfe from the reformed . Religion 
( whereof he willingly read the controverfics ) partly becaufe they hated 
the Archbifhop Beton and his priefts crueltie , which put every man in 
fear of their government. That bufinefie was fettled ere they came hofne.' 
The next point was the marriage ofthe young Qjieen , which they were 
to fet forward with England. The Queen mother, and the Cardinall,and 
the whole faction of the Priefts,oppofe this wety with all their might and 
power. But they prevailed not * and the Cardinal! becaufe he troubled 
all , and would fuffer. nothing to be( done orderly , he was fhut up io » 
Chamber till the matters Were concluded , and pledges promifed to bee 
given to the Englifh AmbafTadftur Sir Rolf he Sadler for performance. 

e . Ambaffadours? 
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Ambafladours alto were (ant into England to treat qp the conditions* 

. They were, the Earle of Clqkwiie f £jg Qurgt Dougtaa. Sir Wiilim fd ’*. • 
pfilrn of Machahe, aritfthe Secretarie, of eqate. T^ele remained fouj£ 

• monetbs in England , agreed at lad > ana Vohcluded *U' articles and con- 
ditions. But in their abfeace, the Cardwllimfettt liberty, whotrou- 
, bled all , gathered a conjtrUii^oa ol the , Cleisie Vw^: what by bribing; 
what by other, pra&ces ided by him , atvi ^tlte-Queeny tiirtrsthe Nobilitie 

• quite an other way* When thole that had been font ini;o England were 
returned ,.and found things in this eftate., they were muchgrie veda$h, 
and laboured to recall thipgs . and to, peffwaae them to keep their pro- 

’mile made to King #fsrjr« " Tcunoyeihem hereto , Sir George Dw* s . - , 

. „gl4s fpake to them veryeiroeftly , in 4 told them the apologue of the SugiMhis 
„ afle , which a King did love fo dearly^, that he ha^j a great minde and ff* cc . h con ” 

„ defire to have her to fpeak : and baying, dealt with divers Phyficiwis S 1 ® S,* IV 
to make her to (peak , they told him it was' a thing impoflibje , and England,* 
gakift nature ; but he being impatient , and not enduring to have his 
defire crofled, flew thembecaufe they told him the truth. At Uft he 
trying about what others could doe, one, who was made wife by their . 
example, being required to do it , he undertook it \ but wkhali he ihew 
him , that it was a great work , and would be very chargeable. Th# - 
King being fet upon it to have it done , told him He .ftojud have what " ‘ 

allowance ne pleafed , and bade him fpartfor po charges : and that 
.j,bcfides he would reward him liberally. The Phyficiantoid bim-shat it 
. 4 , would prove alfo a long cure,and could not be done in a day & ten years 
^ were the feweft that could be allotted to it. The Kingconfideredofit, 

„ and was contented to allow him that time for performing it ; and fo 
# , they agreed , and the Phyfician began to fall to work about his a(Te. 

^ His friends hearing of it, came to him « and asked hjm what he meant, 

„ to take in band that which could not be perforroedin nature. He feat- 
„ led , and fiid unto them , I thought you had been wifer than to ask 
,, me fuch a queftion : if 1 had (fayes hejrefufed to take it in hand,he had 
„putmetodeathprcfentIy , now I have gained ten years time before 
„ which be expired, who can tell what may happen . The King may die, 

„ the afle mdy die, I my felf may die * and if any of cbele happen , I am 
,, freed. In the mean time I (hall be in good eftate , wealth x honour, 

„and the Kings favour. Evea fo ( fayes Sir George ) ftapds the cafewitb 
„ us at this time : if wee refufe and leap back from the conditions that ate 
,, propounded and agreed on, wee enter ipto prefept War re , for which 
„ we are very unfit , andill provided. If we embrace thcm>we gaiu time; 

,, we (hall enjoy peace and quietnefle during the Queens chiwe-hoodi 
,, and before that be expired , Prince Edward may die , our Queen may 
j, die. King tiehrj may die , or the parties when they come to age, may 
^ refule one another , or then perhaps ( as things may fall out ) it may 
„be thoi^ht the bell way by us all. . But he could not perfvvade them " 
to it , the QjJieen mother, and the Cardinall , the Popifh and Politick ' 

Bastion (landing for Franc^ and drawing all to chat en4 bad fo wroughr 
ftie matter , that there was no place left to any whakfome cowicelL 
Thcfe two for ftrengthening of their partyjiad fent toFrance,and moved 
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Lenaw that King tofend home Matthew Earle of Lennox a competitour and 
wniMixw>e connberpoyfe to the houfe of Hamilton. He came , being put in hope of 
the Queens marriage , ancTto be made Governour , but when he faw 
himfeif deluded , and Set on preferred to the government , in effed upon 
•agreement of Arran , and the Cardinall ( wherein Afran had renounced 
the controverted heads of Religion , and addi&ed himfeif fully to the 
Queen and Cardinall ,tobc ruled by them ) he forfook them , and fo 
did alfo the Goverriours chief friends leave him , and tume to Lennox : 
And now Lennox had made a ftrong party againft the Governour and 
the Cardinall , but at laft he was drawn to come to a Parley With them, 
firft at Edinburgh , and then at Linlithgow , where finding that they in- 
tended to intrap him , he fled in thenight , firft to Glafgow, then tothe 
Caftle of Dumbartan. About this time the Hamiltons and Douglases 
were reconciled : arid for further affurance of fincere and firm friend- 
fhip , Sir George Douglas , and Alexander Cunninghams Mafter of Glert- 
carne, were given as pledges ( the one for his brother , and the other for 
his father ) tothe Governour Hamilton , upon promife to be releafed 
within a few dayes , but they were kept till the Englifh Army came. 
Angus and Angus himfeif alfb , and the Lord C Maxwell going to mediate a peace 
SitGetrre betwixt the Governour and Lennox ( a dutifull part of a Nobleman, and 
tnadapcSo* of a good Patriot ) was retained •, and both lent out at a back-door at 
*“*■ Glalgow , to Hamilton , while their folio wersd id wait for them at the 
Ordinary fore-gate of the Governours lodging.' Angus was fent after- 
ward to the Black-Neffe, and kept there a dofe prifoner. Thus were . 
both he and his brother in the hands of their enemies : neither did their 
wifedome or experience , the examples of their Predeceffours , or their 
own roaximes and rules five them from being intrapped. But who can 
keep himfeif from deceit : What wifedome was ever able to doit ? we 
heard before in the Lord Hume ( Chajnberlain ) how he was catched, 
and therefore no wonder , though the young Douglases ( putto death in , 
Edinburgh Caftle ) were deceived. It is wrong to impute it to want of 
fore-fight , asthefe two ( who were at other times wary enough ) may 
witneue. They may thank God more than their own good guiding , if 
they efcape With life $ but that God doth worke it out , where their 
wifedome failed. He fends in the Englifh Navie , which was bound for 
Boloigne , Under the command of the Earle of Hartford. Somefayes 
that they were fo direded by King Henri to relieve the Earl and his bro- 
ther * fome,that it was to revenge the reje&ing of his affinitie. However 
it was the mean and occaf\on of their releafing. For having landed at 
Leith unlooked for , the Governour and Cardinall were forced to flee 
out of Edinburgh , which they burnt, being abandoned by them, and the 
Citizens being moft of them abfent about their T raffick. The Govcr- 
ftour , either required to do fo by the Earle of Hartford ( who threatncd 
to deftroy more of the Countrey after the fame manner if he refufed ) or 
°Ch* s own motion , fo to regain their favour, and fervice of their follow- 
ers , fet them all at liberty , Angus, Maxwell , Glencame , and Sir George : 
Their wifedome faved wem not from being catched , but their worth 
jrefeafeth them, either in the judgement of King Henry (. if it were his re- 
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duftH) or in. the eft inflation of their enemies , if it came mcercly of them- 
(elves , who faw how fteadable , yea how neceflary their favour was to 
them. That which had brought them home. , if King fonts hadlived, 

E ocures their liberty from this Governour ho vv when the King is dead, s 

ivie committed them , tr lie valour brings them out of prifort. So it i$ Lenno f8?** 
leen ere long : for Lennox being iorfaken by the French , and his part- ” Bng 
hers overthro wne by the Hamilton* , he ; fled into England , Arid was well 
received and entertained by King Henry , who gave him alio his lifters . 
daughter by the Earleof AngusXady Margaret Douglas to Wife. On her ‘ . v 

he begate Henry Lord Darneley j who was married to Queeri Mary ofJuJ^et 
Scotland. He fought to have married the Queen Dowager , he is rejc- Dou^im. 
dted but he fares better , arid comes to reighe in both the Realmes by 
his Pofteritie. Let men look on it , and fee the deepneffe of providence^ 
and leime not to diftruli iri whatfbeyer ftrait, feejrig the Word doth of- 
ten occalion the beft •, for even in exile being condemned tod forfeited, 
he was laying the foundation of this returrie. 

Of thefe diflentions at home, the Forrein enemie takes advantage , the 
K. of England (ends an Armie to Scotland,bumes Jedburgh, and Kelfo, 
takes Coldinghame,and fortifies the Abbay and fteeple thereof. Thither Th« G«ver- . 

g oes the Governour Hamilton with 8ooo.men in winter , arid batters the 
eeple one whole day and night,all the Company (landing all that while dioghane. 

|n Armes. The next day he took horfe , ana wenttoDumbar with all 
the fpeed he could , accompanied onely with a few of his raoft familiar 
friends, without acquainting the NPbilitie or Armie with this departure. 

■What it was that moved him hereto, is uricertairi , Whether it were fome 
jumour of the enemies approaching,or that he (eared left his o Wn Armie 
(’whom he had offended many wayes ) (hould have delivered him into 
the hands of the Englifli, This troubled them all fo much the more, be- 
caufethey knew not thereafonofit. Wherefore they beganto advife what 
was next to be done: Sprite thought it beft that every man (hould go 
whither he would, and leave the Ordpapce a pr6y to the enemie. Others 
thought it was better to charge them double, and fo to break them , that 
they might not be ufefull to the enemie. Thus is the cafe brought to an 
exigent, this is the place for the Earle of Angus to (hew himfelF to be i 
Douglas of the right (lamp. So he doth ) he reje&s both thefe viiyts as 
dilhonourable^nd exhorts them , that they Would riot adde thisgrofle 
errour in Warre to their (hamefull flight. But when he cPuld not pdr- 
i wade them either by reafori or authoritie, he cryes out aloud, that they 
might all hear, For my far} ( faith he ) F hail rathtr die honourably , than live 
with fbameJhough With never fo much riches and eafe. Te that art my friends 
and companions in 


v t much riches apd eafe./. 

unions in arirus^o rotation think beft , but I fhall either bring home 
ibis Ordnance, or fhau not bring home my [elf alive, and one and the fame day 


•apdniy honour. Having fpoken thus, he commanded 
fchemtogo on with the Qrdpanaii,and he With his Comparile, and feme, 
few muiethat flayed with,I\iip fpr (harile, matched after, to keep off the 
fcnglifh Uiat puruied then), and (o bought them fafely coDumbar .Then 
turning bifiLto the Matter of the Ordnance , lake them there to thee (faith 
lie) better thins ithan either broken, or left bthinde. A fober and gentle re*, 

5^n proof 
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proof to thofe that had abandoned him , yet ftich as might put them in 
minde of their fault. 

' The honour was his, but the fault (more obferved oftentimes) redoun- 
ded to the difcouraging of the Countrey , and emboldening of the En- 
Sir KMfh’ glifh, which gave new occafion of ftirring up in him the ancient vertues 
ivm, and sir proper to the namc,valour, and love of his Countrey. Sir Ralph Ivers y znd 
action** BritwZaitto, had made divers in-rpdes into Scotland, in the Merfe,Ti- 

” pe uon ' vidale,and Lawderdale,with gdodfbccefTe, finding no man to oppofe or 
make head againft them. The Inhabitants of thofe places , had for the 
moft part yeeldcd.and taken on the badge of England, the red Croffe, or 
at leaft kept themfelves in ftrong places in fafetie from the enemie. They 
eftcemed all conquered, and for that which refted, they made account to 
conquer all unto Forth. So to Court they go , and fue to the King for a 
reward of their fervice,the inlarging of his Dominions. The Duke of 
North-folk,who had made warre in Scotland divers times , and knew 
the fafhionofthe Countrey, how eafiea matter it was to make the Com- 
mons (when they wanted a Head in time of Civill and inteftine diflenti- 
on) to yeeld to any conditions *, butwithall knowalfo, that they would 
prefently caft off the yoke fo foon as they found any to lead them into 
the field,he perfwadesthe King to beftow upon them for their reward, 
dll the Land that they had conquered , and to encourage them to go on, 
promifeth unto them all the Land that they could conquer more there- 
after. They come to the Borders full of hopes,and increafe their Forces 
by the addition of 3600. hired fouldicrs , with intention to go on with 
their conqueft. This did greatly giieve fuch Scots as remained true 
Scots indeed. The flight from Coldingham had difeouraged them 5 
they could look for no good from the Govemour. But he who had his 
Rofc Garland unftainea there , muft be the man to do the turn here alfo. 
Angus had large pofTefsions in the Merfe and Tividale : therefore he had 
his particular intereft , and could not fo eafily leave his lands for 
a prey to the enemy , nor fuffer fo great an indignitie in publick, 
and reproach to his Countrey. Being moved with boththefe confidera- 
tions , he goeth to the Governour , and layeth before him the greac- 
ndTe of the danger , and how he did fuffer in his own reputation for the 
bufineffe at Coldingham , and would now fuffer more it he fat ftill and 
did nothing at this time : Wherefore he exhorteth him to take fome 
* courfc for the fafety of the Countrey , and to repair his own honour. 
The Governour bewailes his own eftate and condition , that he was not 
able to do any thing*, being deferted by the Nobility, whereof he com- 
Angu* fteech plained heartily. Angus replyed, and told him it was his own fault •, For 
tout Cover- „ they (Paid he would willingly hazzard and beftow both their lives and 
toour * ,, fortunes, for the defence oftheirCountrey,but you contemn their coun- 

,, fel,and have given your felf over to be guided by a company of Priefts, 
,, who are unfit to go abroad to the Wanes , and are feditious at home-, 
,, being free from perill themfelves, they live on the fruits of other mens 
„ labours like Drones 5 abufing and fpending; all upon their own plea- 
„ fures. From hence doth fpring this fufpicion and jealoufie betwixt 
•>, you andthe Nobilitife , that none of you doth beleeve or truft other, 

„ which 
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£ which is the bane of all a&iotis , and hindreth the achieving of any 
„ matter of moment. But if you will apply your felfto them, and con- 
3, fult with them , who will not fpare to fpend their lives in the executi- 
,, on of things * I do not diftruft but as honourable a&s may be per- 
„ formed by us now, as have been done at any time by our Predeceflours, 
,, But if by (loth and negligence ye fuffer the enemy thus to encroach by 
j, piece-meal , he will at laft force us either to yeeld to him , or forfake 
,, the Countrey: of which two it is hard to fay which is the mod mifera- 
,, ble and fhamefull condition. As for us two , I know we are traduced 
,, by our enemies , they accufe me of betraying my Countrey , and you 
„ ofcowardife , but if you will refolve throughly and foundly to dp 
„ that now, which you muft needs do fOme time, it fhil not be a flourilh- 
,, ed fpeech, and painted words, that (hall confute their calumnies, butthe 
„ flouriih of Armes , and a Pitched field. The Governour confidering 
the truth , and honourable counfell given him , promifed to follow his 
and the reft of the Nobilities advice. Hereupon Proclamation is made 
and lent into all the Provinces about, commanding the Nobiltie to repair 
to the Governour with all the hafte they could , whercfoever he fhould 
happen to be. There came not above 300. hoffe , with thefe they march 
toward England *, and by the Way fome few of Lowthian , and fome of 
the Merfe joyn with them. So they come to Melrofle upon Tweedj 
where they intended to ftay , and wait for the reft that were coming. 
The Englifh were come to Jedbrough before , and now being adverti- 
fed of the ( mall number of the Scottilh Army , they march toward Mel- 
roffe, having 500c. men in their Army , in great confidence to defeat 
fo fm all £ number £s was with the Governour , who befides that they 
were fo few , were alfo wearied with their journey. The Scots had no- 
tice of their coming , and thereupon retire to the next hils , where they 
might with fafety cfpie what courfe the enemie would take. The Eng- 
li(hfruftrate of theif hope ( which was to have furprizcd them) ftay a* 
bout the Towri arid Abbdy ofMelrofTe , which had been fpoyled not 
long before, to fee what more fpoil they could light on, untill it were day* 
for this was in the night time. As foon as it was day , they began to 
march back toward Jedbrough , and the Scots ( to whom had now joy- 
tied Norman Lejly with 300. Fifemen , and Sir Walter Sci)t df Balcleugh, 
with a very few of his domefticks ) encountered them by the way. Both 
Armies alighted from their horfes,and fought on foot. The Englifh con- 
fiding in theirnumber , and hoping with a few houres travell,to petchafe 
honour and riches with peaceable and cjuiet pofTeflion of the Lands that 
were granted to them by their Kings gift , fought very valaroufly. They 
had divided their Army into three baftels*, and feeing the Scots Grooms 
( who rode up the hill with their matters horfes /' which they had put 
from them ) they fuppofing they had been the Scottifh Army fleeing, 
made great hafte fo overtake them* And fo ere they were aware , they 
were hard upon the Scottifh battell , which ftoOd in array in the valley at 
the foot of the hill unfeeri till now. At the firft encounter their Fore- 
Ward was beaten back upon the middle , and both together upon the 
Reer-ward ^ fo that their Ranks being broken , and all in confufion,they 
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were conftraincd to flee , and the Scots following hard upon them in 
krofle , flew them down right without refiftanct. At night when the 
Scots were returned from the chacc,every man repairing to his Colours^ 
they found but two of their own (lain-, & of the cncmidbefides Sir Ralph 
Inert , and Brien Loan ) 200. or ( as others fay) 800. amongft whom 
there were divers Gentlemen of good note and quahtie. There were ta- 
ken prifoqers 1000. or as others 2000. ( with all their baggage which 
had been left at Melrofle ) of which there were 80. of good birth and 



the enemy; 

their faces likewife , fo that they were blinded tvyowayes. they had 
alfo marched fo faft: to overtake the Scots , that they were quite out of 
breath alraoft ere they came to ftrokes $ and when they catne to them,at 
the firft joyning , the Scots that were on their fide fled without fighting. 
Itis laid that the Earle of Angus was fo refolute and void of feare that 
when they were going to joynbattell , he perceiving a Heron flie over 
their heads , cryed out aloud $ “ O that I had my white Gofe-hawke 
here , we fliotud all yoke at once. The honour of the vi&orie was 
Wholly given to him , and the profit came tothe Govemour. But the 
more honour that Angus got at home of his own countrey-men , the 
taorc hatred he hod of the Enemy the Englifh. - King Henry blamed 
him, faying he was ungrate full , and vowed to be avenged of him forir. 
As if any gratitude could binde a nun to betray his Countrey , or any 
benefite tie him to omit his duty toward it : Angus bad never learned 
fuch gratitude of his.Predeccffours , not could bis noble heart ftoop to' 
fuch mcrcenarincfle. And as for his threatniftgs he looked upon them 
with the fame courage and refolution. Is our brother-in-law offen- 

y, ded ( fayes he) tbit t am a good Scottifb taanf Bccxuft I have revenged 
,,the defacing of the tombes of my Anceftors at Melrofle upon Ralph 
„ Inert i They were better men than he , and 1 ought to have done no 
„ lefle: And will he take my life for that i Little knows King Henry the 
„ skirts of Kirnetable , lean keep my felf there from all his Englifh 
„hofte. : 

The newer ofthisvi&ory being come to France, the King fent Mon- 
fieu sdeVergi Earle of Montgomerie into Scotland with 3000. foot,and 
joo f horfe,to affift agamft England. He gave him alfo commiflion to be- 
ftowtbe order of the Cockle (orS. CWuhael ) onthe Govemour , An*: 
gus^ Hunt ley ^ujd A rgy le,w flic h he did accordingly* D* L'trge arrived 
above tbfc fourth or filth of July 1 545. and moved the Govemour to at 
femblcfoove power of men, about 15000. which were ma/fered at Hah 
diagtoiy Fropi thence they went to the Borders , and encamped over ar 
g*ioftVVarke,an Englifh Caftle upon T weed. But they did nothing to 
anypurpofe. Hereupon the Count Montgomerie resumes into France 
the reft.of that yea^nd tbenexj; following, wkhagoodpait of the year: 

[ doocabroad^or at hpnae,faveth«ttheCstfdinafl 
Wu tf Qicfa as were of the reformed Religion, 
rbb owfftngkatt death i Sfcd the French Galleyes 
r doming. 
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coming, befieged Cafde, snd.clniedaway the authors of 

the Cardinals daughter into France* The Earle of .Angus hath had no 
hand in allthefcbrayiesvforheis never mentioned in iny of them. On T 
ly his naturill foti Gargt isfaid tohave gotten the Abbacic of Arbrothe. 

Put then fit he got it ) be might have been called Abbpt, and not Poftur 
lat,or Poilulant , Which implies j that he was eve* asking k y bor got it 
'hot. > -,:' v | . v V- ■; . . 

In the fame year 1 547. in Augiift, King penrj ofEngland dying, his 
fort Edn/Mrd (a childe of fome dght.or nine years of age ) fucceeded, and 
Ins Uncle the Earle of Hereford was created Duke of Sommerfet , and 
irude Prote&our of England. He levied two Armies to come agairift 
Scotland a one by feaj another by land,in whidvhe came himftlf in per- Occjtfion; of 
fon,and with him the Earie of W arwick. It contained 1 86oo.nien . He Pinkie *** 
pretended fbr the atofe of his coming j the performance of ebedia triage 
betwixt the King his Nephew, and tbeyoung Qufeen of Scots , togs-, 
ther with the obfervirkmof the Articles agreed upon with the,. ScoctHh 
Nobilhie in the Treatieof Peace with King Hnry. The Govemoor was 
mightily perplexed herewith. He had no forraigne aide, j and he diftru- 
ftea his Conntreymendt home. Norwich handing he caofeth it to be 
proclaimed, that they fhould afTemble themfelvts to nefifte the common 
enemie.They had then rendezvous sit Exhnbargh , and there came thi- 
ther to the number of 30000 .men. Ft omtlienice they march to Mufcle- 
brugb , which isieaced at the mouth of the fiver of Eske in Low thi- 
an fomefoure miles from Edinburgh. The Ertgliftilay at Preitonwithiri 
two miles , and thek Fleet failed along the Coaft^ ftillin the view of the 
Land arniy,& ready Co fecood or fuccour k.ThePibcedor looiing down 
from Carberrie Hill , and perceiving the Scottifh. Army tohe greater 
than he hadexpc&ed in regard of the rivilL difeotd and dtfTcntion chat 
was antongftthem i called a Cgtencefl of Wirre , toadrifeaboucthe 
Battell * and in the mean time he fiebds^aLetter to the Govemdur $ to try 
if things could he tah&a'awav witfiojotTafood; Tijefarame of the Letter 
was, that be was come tocWve cheperformanccof the marritge ^ -and 
the observance oftbe coriditions agreed unto by the Scots. If they woirid 
notyeeWto that j yetif tbey wouldhnfpeomtffe-doe to enter into ecnhi 
of marriage, Wkh any btbec farrain Prince , nor carry her out- of the. 

Countrey till (he were qonie to years-of difcrmdn tochoofe'herowii 
husband , they fhoiuld return in p&tai-' j and make fatbfaduurfok any 
dammage their Army .had done. . Tins was very.resfbnabld y Emit 
fhould havebeeni treatedof before cbey cajne ftom bome, arid rather by. 
Ambatfadoarsthanin the field andcantp. It hath never beentbecaufe 
oftheir coming with tin Army ; boefathe^hope thalno head could have . 
been made againfl theta f in refpefi: of the diflendott for Rdigiah^and 
Other divifions ) which pe^wackdarfcentto cona^.': Now thedght of c» 

Anny which .was afufi2a(eHcpa^l&rt^^ had taught themnvifedome: 
and modezatioa in thar; cotettrkrffSi!^tfthe Gtmrnomccrhkialfollvrvei 
moderatedhis hope ofv^oiefe ^Whkharofe from: hircoaAdmceinthe 
numberof his men , the lorgainehiad been agreed qn j and tbe bufiheBt 
had ended whhoue btood. But his couqq^llctf WarifO ( his-bafe brcW^ 
v v the 
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the Bilhop of S. Andrews , George Durie , Abbot of Dumfermling,' 
\yircbbdd Beton , and Hugh Rigge ) puffed him. up with idle hope of a 
fure vidory. So the Letter is fuppreft, and preparation made for battell . 
The Armies were thus ordered. The Engliln were divided into three 
battels 5 Whereof Warwick led the Vaunt-guard * together with Sir 
Francis Briers , who commanded 800. light horfemen which were in 
the wings. The Protedour himfelf commanded in the mid battell, ha- 
ving with him Sir Peter Memos With 600. Musfcetiers, and tfamboas a 
Spaniard with 1000. horfe with Garabins. The Reer was conduced by 
the Lord Dacres , to whom was joyned Sir Richard c Manners with 600. 
light horfemen. The men at Arms , and demilances,were commanded 
- by the Lord Gray . The Scottifh Army was alfb tripartite , of which 
Angus had the vaunt-guard * to whom were joyned Coile , Carrid, 
and Cunningham, with Stirlin*fhire , and Stratheme , to the number of 
10000. mail. The like number was with the Govemourin the middle 
Ward and as many with the Earle Huntley in the Reer. The Engliih 
had refolved on a fair retreat toward Berwick , thinking it not fit to haz- 
zard a battell upbn fuch difadvantage in.tbe number of men ; and not 
being able to fteywithout fighting^fof want of vivers , which they could 
not bring in out of the Countrey by forraging , in regard of die neerneffe 
of the enemy .In the mean time they perceive Angus with the Vantguard 
coming marching up the hill againft them. He made no great haffe at the 
firft , lowing they could not fray long, thinkingit better to affaile them 
in; their, retreat. But the Governour lent him word to advance , and yet 
for all that he marched but leifurely, till he fait td him again , and com- 
manded him to mendhis pace afliiring him that he and HUntley fhould 
behard at his hand to fupport him. Then he marched To faff that the 
Engliih beholding them from the hill , bdeeved they had been all on 
horfcback. . Whereforethc Lord Gray was fern with his men at Arms, 
and demilances, on barbed horles,toftay them, and (ifhe could) to break 
their Ranks. Thc Scots were dole joyned together ( as their manner is) 
and carried long fpeares , notunlike the Macedonian Phalanx : Angus 
encourages them, exhorts themto fight man fully, & advifeth them to kill 
\ the hortes by pricking. them in thetelly , for they were armed in the 
Counter. Thefe men (faid he) flail be our prey if ye do fb. They fol^ 
lowed his counfell, charged the enemy fiercely , and kept their Ranks fb 
whole and dole , that 200. of the Engliih wertbremght to the ground 
and killed 5 the reft retired to their companies. The Protedour com- 
mands the Lord Gray to charge again., but he anfwcred 5 ihixJse mighrat 
wtU command him to rsstme agawfi thewalk 6fBaloipse>for it mssas impossible 
to. break through the Stois, Ranks yvt&brenk throttg&aRrick-waH. Hereupon 
the Pfdte&our refolved eithetioiefirtjbr flee as they could, & called for 
fbme Sdots in his arftiy, who Jcnewthe way eS^to be their guides- One of 
thefewasnamed Thomas Lormne^z Tenant co the Laird oftRb&brayes in 
thcMcrfe,of whom matw have often heard this report fTheEarl of W ar* 
wkkadvifeth to try Anotnetway 4 k*cauferfe ffi« >& 4 g ete Spaniard with 
hh Cambios to fcf upOnthemanff hike* Hnedoih they, left they fhould 
break theft Phalanx* wmed foftly towardbh^xcnite the right amending 
■ of 
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of the hill , which way they were in before. The Governour with his 
mid battell feeingthem declining from the ftraight way which led tothe 
enemy , and which they had been in before, fuppofed they had fled, 
and fo brake their own Ranks, and fled firft themfelves. Huntley with 
his Reer followed the Governours example , and fled likewife. The Defeature at 
Vaunt-guard thus deftitute of all fupport was overthrown , and moft of P»nk«. 
them all killed. The Englifh Ships had greatly annoyed the Scots Reer 
with fhot from the Sea , for there was one Galley , and two Pinnaces, 
that came fo near to the Shore , that they reached the enemy with their 
Ordnance , and Lochinvarre was flain by one of their foots. This 
the Governour and Huntley alledged for their not coming to fuc- 
cour the Vaunt-guard after the firft charge , becaufe their men ( chiefly 
the High- landers ) refufed to go with them being fo troubled from the 
Ships. There were flain in this battell a great number , and thofe of the 
Tlowrc of the Scottifli Nobility * amongft whom were the Mafters of 
Ereskine, Grahame, Methvane, Oglevie , Levingfton , and RoflTe •, the 
Lords, Fleming , Glencarne , the Lairds of Lochleven , and Sir George 
Hume of Wedderburne. The Earle Angus his brother , Sir George , and 
Glenbarvie were commanded to keep themfelves on horfeback, and ride 
about the companies to exhort them and keep them in order. Itwasfo 
much the more eafie for them to flee , yet Glenbarvie was hardly purfu- 
ed for the fpace of foure miles , being taken for the Earle of Angus , be- 
caufe he rode on a py-bald horfe that was known to be the Earles. An- 
gus himfelf efcaped,and came that night to Calder, very heavie and for- 
rowfull for the Ioffe of the battell , and of his friends. Many fled to the 
Caftle of Dalkeeth , amongft whom was $ames Douglas Earle of Mor- 
ton , afterward Regent 'of Scotland •, and David Hume of Wedderburne, 
brother to Sir George Hume that Was flain in the field. The Caftle was 
befieged by the Englifh , and defended a while , but wanting provifion 
of vi&aall for Rich a number of men as had fled thither , and having no 
hope of any relief to come to them againft a vi&orious Army, it was ren- 
dered, and thefe fore-named made prifoners. 

The Earle of Angus complained heavily that he had been thus aban- 
doned by the Governoar and Huntley, and laid the blame on them of the 
lofTe of the day, and of his fb many dear kinfmen and friends , efpecially 
to the Qtjeen-mother^whom he wenttovifitat Stirlin. She feemed to 
be much grieved therewith, but was thought not to be difeontented that 
the Hamihonshzd fufftred this difgrace,and their pride and authoritie was 
thus abated, which made for the fetting forward of her projedl , which 
was to wring the Government out of their hands , and winde inherferf 
into that place*, as alfo to bring in the Frenchmen , under the pretext : ' ; 
that the Countrey was not able to maintain thewarre againft the En- ... . "Vc 
glifh,whohad fortified Infh-Keith,Saint Columns Infh in forth, Brogh- ■ . -» 

tie on Tay, Hadington on Tine •, at Lawder and Roxburgh built Forts, 
and taken the Caftles of Home, and Fafcaftle. The french were fent for, 
and came into Scotland at her requeft, thefe places were all regained by 
their afliftance,the young Queen cJW^rpvas conveighed into France, to queen at*# 
be married to the Dairiphine, Francis th^fecond afterward. Then the fe, « <•>«» 

Queen- W - 
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Queen-Mother dealt with the Governour to demit his place , which he 
Queeh-Mo. at laft, and Ihe was fubftitute into it as her daughters Deputie, having 

no»r?° TCI> * Monfieur D'ofellc (a Frenchman ) for her Counfellour and advifer in all 
affaires. This was done in a Parliament in the year 1555. the 10. of 
April. AH this while we hear nothing of the Earle of Angus> faveatthe 
(iege of Hadington, where when the wals were battered and made aflault- 
able by a fufficient breach, the French ( who were there ) refuting to en- 
ter the breach, (becaufe they being far from home, they could not eafily 
repaiie their Ioffe of men ) the Earle of Angus moved with indignation 
hereat, left them, and went to T antallon to remain there. Ana again, 
when Monfieur de T trmes befieged Broghtie upon T ay, Angus is faid to 
have been with him, and lying at Breegnen with fome horfemen to have 
skirmifheddaylie with the enemic. At laft both Broghtie ,and another 
Caftle near unto it were taken , and almoft the whole Garrifons Aim that 
were in them. ... . .... , 

And now the Queen- Mother being Regent, aU her care andendeavour 
Was to bring Scotland into fubjedion of the French. For this purpofea 
motion was made,that all men fhould be taxed proportionally , accor- 
ding to their meones,and the moneyes levied thence, fhould be imployed 
to wage fouldiers for the defence of the Countrey , that fo the Gentlemen 
and Nobilities traveU and bloud might be {pared. None liked of this 
courfe,buteveryoneefchewcdtobethefirft refufer and oppoferof it. 
At laft the fmall Barons lent Sir tfmes Sandtlaruis of Calder , and the 
Laird of Weemes to her, whofe fpeeches are fet down at length. Thus 
our Writers fay : But the ancient men report , that the Earle of Angui 
Was the inan that made the refufall ( it may be he joyned with them; and 
that he came to Edinburgh,accompanied with iooo.horfe, which was a*? 
gainft her Proclamation, whereby it was forbidden that any man fhould 
nave any moe in train then his domefticks and houfhdd fervants , which 
was to rinake way for , and was another mcane 6f their intended tyranny. 
She reproved him for tranfgreffing the Proclamation bylpeing fo accom- 
panied. He anfwered •, “ Thatthe Knaves would not leave him , that 
„ he would gladly be rid of them , fbrthey did eatatyhis Bread arid his 
,, Beefe : that he would think himfelf much bound to her „ if fhe would 
„ make him free and quit of them. Concerning the tax which fhe defi* 
„ red to be made, he faid briefly * We will figty our felves, and that bet- 
9, terthan any hired fellows •, our PrededecefTours have done it , andfo 
willwedoalfo. They tell alfo how at another ^time, fhe defired ofhim 
to have his Caftle of Tantallon to keep warders, in or upon 1 know not 
what pretext, or for what ufe. To this hee gave no dire& dnfwer for a 
Thederfflii longtime , but having a Gofe-hawke on his fift which he was feeding^ 
fpake of her, faying fhe was a greedy Glad , “ that fhe had already foq 
much, and yet defired more. But whenthe Qtjeen infifted (notunder- 
„ (landing, or not willing to underftand his meaning ) he told her , Ye$ 
„ Madam , why not, all is yours, yefhallhaveit , itisatyourfcrvice; 
,, But Madam , Imuftbe Captain and keeper of it : I (hall keep it for 
„ you as well as any man you fhall put into if. They tell alfo how the 
Queen Regent had intcncioq- to make the Earle of Huntley a Duke; 

whereof 
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' thereof when Ihe wis dilcourfihg with Angus Ihe told him, how Hunt- 
ley had done her very good fervice , for which ihe intended to advance 
him and make him a Duke, to which he anfwered , “ Why not'Madam, 

we are happy that hive fuch a Princefle , that can know and will ac- 
« knowledge mens fervice , and is Willing to recompenfe it : But by the 
plight of God (this was His oath when he was ferious and in anger, 
at other times it was by Saint Bride of Douglas ) if he be a Duke , Iwiil 
be a Drake ( alluding to the word Duke , which in Scotland fignifies a 
Duck as well as that title and dlgnltie , which being the female , and the 
Drake the male , his meaning was he would be above ahd before him ) 

« Q Ur Predeceflours (fayes he ) have done as good fervice as he or his, 

« f or which they have the prlviledge to be the firft of the Nobilitie after 
<< thofe of the blood Royall , and I will not lofe it in my time upon 
“any fuch pretext. So (he defiftedfrom further profecutingofthat 

^Nodohg after this he died in Tantallon , and was buried in Abeme- *”8°* **** 
thie , when he had lived from his marrying the Queen in the year 
3 *5 14. in continuall a&ion , all the minority of King fames the fifth , his 
majority , all the time of the Duke of Albanie , of the Governour Ha- 
milton , and of the Queen- Mother, till the year 155 6. or 57. the fpice olf 
al/l. or 45 . years •, to which if we fhall adde his age at his marriage ( of 
Which we have no certainty ) and fuppofe it to have been 20. years; hee 
hath lived fome 64. years. He was a man (befides his other vertues fpo- 
ken of)of greater wiledom than he made (how of,or then did appear unto 
jnen. His brother Sir George (who died before him ) was more learned, 
and of greater eloquence , with whom he entertained alwayes brotherly 
love and ffiendlhip , and would feem to be guided much by his counfef, 
fa that when any fuit was made to him , his anfwer was,We (hill advife 
with our brother. But his brother would tell them ( who came to en- 
treat him to mediate with the Earle ) in plain language , that if he had re- 
ferred it to his advifing with him , it was a thing he intended not to da.: 
for (fayes he ) what he mindes to do , he never advifeth with me. Nei- 
ther was he hereby accounted leffe wife indeed •, for even this was a 
point of wifedome , that he would have his brother feera morc. wife. 

Which did no whit diminilh nor derogate any thing from him. It was 
of this brotherly affedion , that he efpoufed his brothers quarrell againft 
George Lord Hume about the Lands of Cockbufnfpeth,or Colburnfpeth,, 
as fome will have it termed. The Lands were poflefled by on tfohn 
jflumc ?, who wes & near iCinfman to the Lord ^ but fbr fome un* 
kindneVe or hard dealing and ufage of the faidLofds towards him , he 
chofe rather to fell them to Sir George Douglas. To put hisbrotherin 
poffefsion (or to keep it ) the Earle aflerribled out of Cliddifdale , Tivi- 
dale, and other parts to the number of 3000. men. He wasatfoafsifted 
by Sir George Hume of \Vedderbume , arid the Laird ofBllckader, toge- 
ther with the reft of Wedderburnes father brothers , all 6f them ex- 
cept Broom-houfe , p who followed the Lord Hume . Angus brought with 
him field-pieces , and all pfovifion of W atre. The Lord Hdtye with his 
forces came to the Moor abdve the Park-gate, of Cockburnfpeth , and 
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alighting from their horfes , put their men in order of battdl.But when 
• he Taw Angus begin to march coward him , and that none came between 
to bring the matter to a Parley , he fbrunk back over the ditch that was 
nearby. Hereupon Angus : ( thinking it enough to retain his brothers 
-poflelfion ) ftayed his Companies , and flood dill. The Lord Hume reti- 
red, and going homeward , fcatteredhis Company , and the Earle did 
the like. Hereaquarrell was like to have arifen betwixt fohn Hum of 
Blackader , and one Douglas of Jed ward forrefl. For when Angus be- 
gan to march againfl the Lord Hume , this Douglas (ayes to Blackader 5 
Now we of the Forrefl , wiU teach you of the Merfe to fight. The other anfwc- 
red a little angerly onely for the time: but when all were retired> he chal- 
Jenged Douglas for thofe words : to whom Douglas anfwered , were ye an- 
gry at my words t when the other faid he was. It is well ( fayes he ) that 
ye were * for I was afraid you would not have been half angry nor have fought 
half eagerly , there being fo many Humes on the other fide. Bolides his wife- 
dome turd brotherly afre&ion , the Earle of Angus is alfo reported to 
have had a great dexteritie in conciliating mens favour. There was no 
man whom he would not winne with his courtefie and affabilitie , no 
man but he would take notice of him \ and pretended to know either 
himfelf, or his father, or his Grandfather , or fome of his friends,whom 
lie would praife unto them , and tell what honed men they had been, and 
what good fervice they had done in fuch and fuch a place , at fuch and 
(rich times. Of which they relate this indance , how being in Edinburgh 
calking fin the Tolbooth) with the Lord Drummond , there came a friend 
Co Drummond , and took him afide to fpeak with him a little. When the 
Gentleman had ended , and was going away , Angus takes him kindly 
by the hand, and fpake familiarly to him as if be had been ofhis acquain- 
tance. After he was gone, my Lord Drummond asked Angus whether he 
knew the Gentleman or not •, he anfwered , that he knew him not at all, 
and had never fo much as feen him before. How comes it then ( fayes 
Drummond ) that ye f fake Co familiarly to himi He anfwered , I faw he was 
a friend of yours, and your friends are my frtends : And be fides t thu doth gain 
wsens hearty , If I were now in danger , or had to do , yonder man would afsijl 
me And take my fart . 

.. . . i 

Archibalds Secundus. 

fiHsam prafians animi juvenis formaque decor as, 

Etfuerini tantis June quoque dignus avis. 

Testis er'tt thaldmi qua me dignata Super bo t 
NiMfkajareus Regis filia^fponfaforor. 

ConfiliU tromptumque mam T evtotia laud at, 
gua firatas octet vtdit Ivere tuas, 

Atcjue fuas Latone .* loquetur nos quoque fortes 
Efca lothijir dextra hoc me meruifje mori. 
j&ginjam viUor eram , ni Prorex Gordoniufquet 
Sivtmetns trepidofuafit abire fugdi 
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$eu dolus out error^ liquifjent turf iter boflari, . 

. Dum fremo qui fugiens jam m'thi terga dab at. 

Summus at bine mi hi furgriquodjonguine Creti y 
Sint nofiro reges terra Brttanna tui. 

t^Archbald the lecond Earle of chat name* 

How lovely was my lhape ! how fweet a grace 
Dwelt in my looks! how like the Douglas race ! , 

How gallant was my minde 1 what hopes were had 
Ofmy frelh youth ! witnefle the Royall bed 
Of her who nad been daughter, lifter, wife. 

To three brave Kings * how my enfuing life 
Made good thefe hopes*, how wife my projects were, . 
liters and Laiton vanquifh’d, witnefle beare. . 

Pinkie beheld my ftrength, there had I gain’d 

The field,bUt Huntley ,andthe Regent ftain’d 

Their honour : fear or errour made them flee, . > 

Ev’n when I wonne groundof the Enemie 

Yet do notthefe filch height of honour bring. . 

As t' have been Grandfire to Grtat Brittains King^ 


O/Davld the eighth ’Earle of ngus : And of Iris faker George, 

(Med Sir George ofPittendrigh. 

T O Archbald the lecond>dying without heires male of his Ownbo- 
dy,his brother Sir George of Pktehdrigh fhould have fucceeded, if 
he had out-lived him , wherefore we wift fpeak a word of him,. 
He got the Lands of Pittendrigh by marriage; Hisxhildrcn by. the heire' 
of Pittehdrigh (Whole name was Douglas alio ) ..were pauM, who fuccee-; 
ded to the Earledome of Angus, and 'f ames Earle of Morton, and Regent 
of Scotland. This fames got the Earledome of Mtoconby marrying the : 
third daughter to the .Earle, of Martori,whowas Douglas allb, aod fo was 
made Earle by provifion. Her other two lifters were married bcfore,onc t 
to the Lord Hamilton G 6ve thousand the other. to,the Lord MaxvreU. He 
had alfo a naturall fon, called George of Park-head, becaufe he married the 
heire of Park-head in Douglas, Ihe was alfo Douglas to name, of whom 
he begat fames , afterward Lord T apt hbrall, by marriage likctVifey afnd; 
Sir George of Morduigtoin. He had alfo a naturall daughter by’ the .Lady. 
Dundas,in her husbands rime,called£//^4^tA,who was married ft) Smeton 
Jticbefon. Of this Sir George we havelpokdn iboveia his brothers life, and 
how he died before his brother, j / ^ ? 

His (oh <David married Eh\abtthHamtlton daughter to fobn Hamilton 
Of Samilllon,Callcd fobn of Cliddifdale, brother German to Duke Ha? 
milton who Was Govemour. She bareto him one ahely fon called drcAr. 
baldpnd two daughters, tMargaretfitBt Lady Balcleugh, .then Countefle, 
of Both well $ and Elizabeth Lady c. Maxwell., . His . Wife after his . death 

O 02 married" 
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married the Laird of Wbitelaw , and had before been married to the 
Laird of fohnfton. 

This D^WlivediKM long,wax Hub above a year Earle of Angus, nei- 
ther hear we of any of his a&ion&^eiog' fomewhat fkkly and infirnae of 
body. He died in Cockbumfpeth in the year 1558. 


7 be ninth Earle of Ofngus, Archfeak) the third , And of hue Uncle 
and Tutoar Jimes Doughs, E4r/< of Otortau. 

T O David fucoeeded his (da \*Arehbald y a ehikk not above two 
years old. His Tutotir and Guardian was fames Douglas Earle of 
Morton his Uncie^md mother t© David. Wherefore it is no 
wayes out of our Way^ov impertinent for out Hillary , but rather nccefl'a- 
ry and moft requifitc y that we (hould firft fpeak of him , being a branch 
and a brother of thehoufe of Angus >and in effe&, Earle of Angps,is well 
as Morton, though under the name of Tutour,oc Guardian. 

Of his marriage, we have told before , how he was macried to 
Douglas \\ is wife, and daughter to the Earle of Morton. She bare to him 
divers children ( ten as is reported ) but none of them lived long, but died 
all young.erethdy came to pctfefbtge. She bejr (elf became diftra&ed of 
her wits, and would not company with her husband , alledging he was 
not her husband , b ntt ha t h e was Matte r ^Arebbdd Douglas , who was 
brotber to William Douglas of Whittingbarae^hather husband was dead, 
and that Mailer Archbald dou% las had killed him. She was kept and en- 
tertained by him as became her place , and had her refidence at Tantal- 
lon, but he being deprived of hetCompahy loafed the rams to others,, 
and begat- three, natnall Chakkoot ; 1. fames ( whofe mother was 
one High in Dalkccth ) who was made Captain of Black' Nefle Caftle, 
Priourof Plufquardtin^ and afterwords became Laird of Spot, by marry- 
ing the heir thereof , Anna Hunts onely d aughter to George Hume ofSpot . 
a. His fecond fan Wds Arcbbald, whom be provided to the efface of Pit- 
tindreigh t which belbaged to his father Sir Goorgc, 3. The thurd font 
was named MaftceGewre Dongldfwh o was kraeofhis feet. Thus much, 
he Chttdseiv ■ - . , . , 

touching himfelf , during Ms ' cbilde-haod and youth he lived ob- 
fcurely , and hirkedfof fear of the King ( fahKHtbn fifth ) who had ba- 
nrflwdhif Father, and 13 ncle,caufedjbmo his. Antfthe Lady Glanves)and 
had profeff edly fee himfelf agamfttft whokinanre of Douglas utterly to*, 
mine , and extirpate cheiri. We do riot hear . that his elder brother David 
did thus hide himfelf , or if he did ,it hath not been fo obferved of him : 
butofthis fames, iusoeminty known. that aU the time ©f hisjfethers ba- 
nifhment and exile , he lurked underthe borrowed name ©f fames the 
Groove , or fames Inneffe : Frrftwithhis Coultn of Gtenbaryie , after- 
ward , for fear of beiog difboveired With fo near a Kinfman 9 with fome 
Gentletnan in the trioee Northern parts of Scotland* And as, he bore the 
name , fodid he alfb execute the afficeof a Gteeve, and over-feer of the 
Lands and Kents * the Come aadCattdl bfhifla With whom be lived. 

e Neither 
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Neither was this ( howfoever mean )imploymenc without great, ufe, as 
nothing elfe in providence ever is , it k be rightly obferved. It fitted 
him for thofe weighty matters , which afterward he was to meddle in. 
And Schooled him for that charge in which he was to be employed ere 
long. For by this meane he became acquainted with the humours and 
difpofiiion of the vulgar and inferiour fort of the common people, which 
knowledge is ufefull and neceflary to gieateft Govemours , that fo they 
. may know how to deale with them , and manage them according as 
they fhall have occafion. He attained alfo hereby fuch skill in husbandric, 
and fuch perfection in oeconomy and ebriftineffe , that having acquired a 
habite of firugalieie , he not onely repaired the decayed and fluttered 
Eftates of thefe two Earledomes ( Angus and Morton) but alfo helped to 
recover , and augment the revenues of the Crown and Kingdome, more 
than any other Regent. 

Solong as his uncle , father , and brother were alive , we do not hear 
any thing of him , neither is there any mention at all made of him , fave 
that in the year 1547. as hath been laid, after the battell at Mufcleburgh, 
he yeeldcd up to the Englifh liis Caftle of Dalkeech, together with him- 
felftheir prisoner, and was by them carried into England , being thena- 
bout feven and twenty years of age , or thereby : How long he flayed 
there , we cannot affirme , but it fhould feeme he remained there certaine 
years , for during that time , he learned the Eftate of that Countrey , to- 
gether with the Englifh tongue , and tone , which he did ever thereafter 
much delight to ufe. 

At his return , after the death of his brother iiavid, he being Tut our, 
and Guardian to bis Nephew ArchbalA Earle of Angus , finding noth his 
own, and his pupils Eftate greatly burdened with debt , he lived private- 
ly , and retired for a while with a very fmall retinue of his domefticks 
Onely, neither going to Court, nor intermedling with any publick affairs, 
to avoid the charges whicli otherwife he muft have undergone. Wherfore 
his firft care was to reduce thefe two Earledomes to their former integri- 
tie,by frugall parfimonie in the beginning, & not to lavifh out the remain- 
der by untimely magnificence, efteeming wifely that means & money are 
the finews,not onely of Warre, but alfo of all civill and politick actions.. 
Now befides the burden that was on the Lands, his Nephews title to the 
Earledome of Angus was queflionabte. For if the entailement were not 
very fbongfas it feems it was not ) Lady CM argarerDauglas COuntefle of 
Lennox had the better tight, and was before him , fhe being foie heir of 
Line to Archbald that rtiarried the Queen, and fo inheritrix of Angus. It 
is true fhe lived in England with her husband Lennox,who was banifh- 
ed, but who knew how foon he might be recalled and reftored ? Where- 
fore to prevent that dartger , and to ftrengthen his Nephew arid himfelf 
againft their attempts hee contracts him to Monfieur D’Ofels daughter,’ 
that by his means and friendfhip ( he being a French man ) he might, 
have the 1 Queens favour and good-will to uphold him againfl their 
claims. But this contrail took noeffed, for /he was married afterward to 
Monfieur D’Attbefpnc , and Angus to others , as wee fhall hear in his 
fife. - : ■ • .. 

* After 
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He comes After that he had thus fettled his affairs at home, he began to come a- 

bTmsw^eai ^ roa ^ anc ^ t0 h ave a h^d ‘ n publick bufinefle. In the year 1 5 he with 

in pubiidc M Duke Hamilton do mediate a truce between the Queen- Mother , and the 
affairs. Loi:ds,from the 24. of July, untill the 10. of January. Some Writers (ay 
that he alfiftcd , and ff ded with the Queen •, but it fhould feem that they 
have mif-taken the matter : for not long after , he joyned openly with 
thofe that were againft her , and the French Faction 5 and is now recko- 
ned among the Noblemen that fent to the Queen of England for her 
aide and amftance. Thefe were the Duke of Chattelraut , garnet Stuart 
brother to the young Queen (afterward Earle of Murray ) the Earle of 
Arran(fontotheDuke) Argyle, Glencatrne , Rothes , Sutherland , Mon- 
teth, Huntley , Caithnejje , Arrol, (JMarfbal, Montrofe , Cafsils , Eglinton : 
The Lords Ruthven , Oglebye , E res kin^ Drummond, Hume , Ruffe, Creighton , 
Levingfion , Sommervale , the whole Nobilitie almoft. Their caule and 
their company being fo good,Morton could not but take part with them: 
The common liberty of their Countrey againft the French , and Re- 
ligion was no leffe dear to him than it was to them. In matter of Reli- 
gion , he was fo forward, that the Book of Difcipline being compiled by 
lome appointed for that purpofe , though divers refilled to approve of it, 
and to fet to their hands,yet he did it with the firft,& received it willing- 
ly. Wherefore thefe two (then which there is nothing dearer unto menj 
being in danger , he was forced in a manner to lend his helping hand for 
their defence jro aris& focisjis the common laying is. And that the rather, 
forthathefawtherewasnohope of peace , feeing the truce which he 
had procured till the 10. of January was not kept. For before the middle 
qf September Monfieur La Croque , being fent out of France to certific 
theQueenof the new Forces which were in levying for her aide under 
the leading of Marquefle D'Elbeufe her brother , Ihe began to fortifie 
Leith with thofe French which were already in the Countrey. Not long 
after arrived (a French Colonel) with 1000. men , andimme- 

diatly followed him at the heeles La Broffe , Knight of the Cockle , with 
2000. more. The next fpring came alfo the Count Marquefle ofthc 
houfe of Luxemberg , afterward Duke D’Ejlamps, with 1000. foot,and 
fome horfe. Thefe all remained and abode in Leith, which they had for- 
tified-, but the Queen to fecure her own Perfon , retired to the Caftle of 
Edinburgh* though the Captain thereof, the Lord Ereskin , were on the 
contrary part. The Nobilitie aflembling themlelves at Dalkeeth , Caftle, 
which belonged to Mprton , hard by Edinburgh , from thence do write 
to her , defiring that lhe wouiddifmme the French, who were forrainers, 
and fet open the Town of Leith , thatthe Natives might have free re- 
courfe and commerce thither. When they could not obtain thefe things 
at her hands , the Englilh , to the number of feven or eight thouland be- 
ing already entred into Scotland, they late down before Leith the 4. of 
April 1560. About the eight of June , the Queen- Mother dying in the 
* Caftle of Edinburgh , ,a peace was concluded , the T own of Leith was 
Morton Am- fur rendered , and the French men returned home into their own Coun- 
bafladour in trey. In the beginning of Winter , Morton, together with Glencairne, 
and Sir WiUiam Met t Han of Lithington, Secretary , were fent to thank the 
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Queen of England for her ready fuccouf. , Morton :bad&lfb-aprivate 
mertage from the Earle of Arran , forme co Duke B&milun , to lay out - 
marriage to her* hut it is not likely that he would deliveric , being fo w- * . i 

probable , and fuch apropofition it he knew Would not teveryaceep*. 
table unto hen In this journey , Morton procured of hisCoUfirt 
Mafg*rtt Dmgidt COunteffeoF Lennox ; hir renundatiofi of alfcfaimje 
and title (he had to the Earledome of Angus ■* in favours Of his Nepbew 
KjfnhbaU , but being done without the cohf^nt of her h6sbalEO(&jKifr < » 

• tkt* Earle of Lerinoftjitwai renewed again afterward. 

The fifteenth of Auguft 1561. Queen Miry returned out of France tO Queen Ugj) 
her native Coufttrey and Kingdome of Scotland* her husband Tttncist he scotUni 
Xecond of France,being dead before in Dccembfer.The Nobilkic was 0111 c ° 
divided concerning matter of Religion * and although now having thek ' 
dative Princefle at home,hcr husband being dead , there was nogreat ' , ; 

caufe to fear the power or empire of Grangers , yet did they ftiCpe&iiMt \ . 

Ihe would be too much ruled and cotmfellcd by her Undds tire Cftrdittgl 
Of Lor&ine^andthe Guifians. The Heads of the parties wete^etw. the 
Queens brother, and Geirgt Earle of Huntley \ the firft'a jealous P«j«- 
ftint 4 and Wholly bent to maintaine the received Refcrihatton,and the .<*• 

, ther no lefle forwardto reduce the Komiih Religion. The Queen incli- 
ned to favour Huntleyes caufe , but the Reformed Religion Was cltabli- 
ihed by Aits pfPatiiirtient, which had been ratified by her own codfenje. 

Huntley ,as he wasa eraftie and turbulent mtm/o was he alfo efteetartd eo 
be by the Queen, and her uncles, who (like unto thctafelve*.) made buck 
cloak of Religion to attain his own ambitious ends and deflgnes. Where- 
fore howbelt they thought him a fit inftrutnent to bring their own put- 
pofes to parte , and made ufe of him , yet did they not trull him. f units 
Earle of Murray by the contrary was fincerejiipiright,tniftie,and faithfuH 
1 in all his anions, but he ran a courfe diredtly oppofite cofhat which they 
intended.The Earle of Morton entred into fttait bonds of frisndfoip with 
Murray , which continued fo long- as cheydifbl cogsthtr. They hadthe FHcndftip 
fame frienda,ahd the fame etUstitteMhe ram tends and times, thegootW 
their Countrey>tftd maintaining of Religion!. They tdn the fame hazafd r»y. 
in all perils and dangers, never feparasing their counfelst,nor failing to aid 
and ant ft one another. Wherefore Murrey being fern by the Queen a- 
gainft the Out-lawes upon the borders , being afltfted by Morton and his 
friends (who lay near unto thefe places ) became to Hawick upon the 
Fair-day of that Town , and having apprehended fiftie of the moft nd- 
torious Theeves Whkh came to the Mafkdt fearing nothing , he did Co 
terrific the reft , that thofe parts remained peaceable aad quiet for a long 
time after. This fuccefTe as it incfealed his repacattdn y ; fo did it aifb 
more and more kindle the hatred and envie of his enebuesi. And nOw be- 
fides thofe at home , the Guifards did al(b plot his rand. Tbeirqciimll 
Was Religion, their ittfttttttiem Huntley ,* their hope y his powetand 
greatnefle , which was given out to them co be rather more than it was 
indeed. Wherefore they write to the Qnecn ( their Neece ) to fired 
Huntley with large promifes , and toentertaine his forme $obn with 
hope of marrying her , and fair countenancts y.thav fo they mighsbe 
r y drawne 
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drawn to dojwhatfhe lifted * to make away Murriy ahd Morton, wirh 
Their ruihe their complices. The Popes Letters were to the fame effeft. She had 
fiottcd. lent to him for moneys to make Warre upon thofe that had fpoken of 
the yoke of Popifh obedience * and his anfwer was , that fhe fhould not 
want his help •, fo that fhe would do it ferioufly , that was ( according to 
the Cardinall of Lorains Glofle) fo that firft of all fhe would caufe make 
twiy thofe whofe names were given her in writing. Thefe Letters (he 
fhewedftnto Murray and the reft •, either becaufe ftie fufpe&ed they had 
notice of them fome other way , or to lull them afleep in fecurity , that 
being thus perfwaded of her fincerity and good meaning, they fnight the 
more eafily be over- reached and entrapped. So the projedf goeth on and 
all things being fiifficiently fore-caft, and prepared for the accomplifhing 
^th^The oftheir intentions , the Queen takes her Progrefle into the North. 
North,thcy . Murray behooved to accompany her , and Morton would not forfakt 
accompany Murray. Who can imagine that their counfels fhould be difappointed/ 
hcr ‘ The Forces which Murray and Morton had, were very fmall , and they 
were farre from their friends , which dwelt in the fouth parts of the 
Kingdome. Huntley commanded all in thofe quarters, being Lieutenant 
and Sheriff by inheritance : and comp&fled about with his friends and 
dependers : So the Game feemedfure. But what can preyaileagainfb 
that which God hath ordained i fie had decreed to fruftrgte them, and 
that by themfelves. The Queens intentions and Hurttleys did not jnmpe 
in all things i they had their fe verall ends. They agreed in their defire of 
being rid of thofe who oppofed the re-eftablifhing of Poperie, but Hunt* 
ley had a further drift* He propounded to himfelf as the reward ofhis 
fervice , no lefle than the Queens Perfon , to be married to his fonne 
*fob » , and fo in effed the Grown and Kingdome* But howfoever the 
Queen by her carriage toward the young man , was contented they 
fhould pleafe themfelves with that conceit 5 yet neither did fhe ever go 
fo farreastopromifeany fuch thing , neither was it indeed her mean* 
ing.: for fhe defired no lefle to be rid of Huntley , and hated him mueft 
more than fhe did Murray , having had many proofs of his perfi- 
dious dealing both toward her father , and her mother. Befldes , fhe 
thought him too great and more powerf ull than was fit for a Subjed , or 
fafe for the Prince. Wherefore before fhe began her journey into the 
North * fhe left his fonne $ohn in prifon behinde her. The pretext was, 
becaufe he had hurt the Lord Oglebit in a Skirmifh on the Street of Edin- 
burgh-, but the true caufe was, that he might be kept there as a pledge 
of nis Fathers fidelitie , and that he being abfent, Huntley might not 
cohftraine her to hiarry, him , nor force her to any thing fhee 
had not a minde to. But $oh» made ah efcape out of prifon, 
and followed the Queen , that his abfence might not bee any 
hinderance to the marriage. So Huntley and his fon gather their Forces 
together to meet the Queeh, and to cut off Murray and Morton , as they 
would have her beleeve,but their main aim was withall to compel her to 
marry if fhe fhould refufe. This the Queen knew well enough ‘ fo that 
when the Countefle of Huntley did tell her from the Earle her husband, 
that he was ready to put in execution What had been determined , the 
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Queen told her.that there was one thing which Huntley mull n«des do 
firft of all, before any thing elfe were taker) m hand.. His fonne^/whad . , . 
broken prifon, which was a manifed contempt of her authontie and luch .. 
a thin" as the could not in honour wink at, and. therefore he behooved to 
return? artd enter himfelf prifoner in the Caftle of Stirlin, though it were 
butforfomefew dayes,to fliew his obedience and fubjeftion to the 
Lawes. Huntley would none of that, for he taw that fo his ton mould be 
made to anfwer for whatfoever thould be done contrary to the Queenes 
liking, fo there was a demurre in the bufmefTe. In the mean time the 
Queen goes from Aberdene to Bawhail, the houfe of one Matter LefiteA 

Gentleman,fome twelve miles from the Town.. This was thought a fit 

place to execute their defigne upon Murray and Morton :but the Gentle- 
man, though he was HuntUes friend, would upon no termes give way to 
have done in his houfe. Then the.Queen went toward Strabogie (a houle 
of Huntleyes, where he had refolved to make an end of a 1 ) but by thq 
wav the told the Earle,as they rode together , that unletTe his fon would 
returne to bis prifon, (he could not in honour go to h's houfe. But he not : • 

condefeending thereunto, though the were within fight of Strabogie, the « Inn “ 
turned another way , and Went to a houfe of the Earle of Athols, from 
thence to Innernefle, where thinking to have lodged in the Cattle, Hunt- 
leys fervants that had the keeping thereof , (hut the gates again ft her. 

Then did the perceive what danger the w^s in , being conftrained w 
lodge in an open town,which had neither wall, nor rampart, nor ditch, 
the Countrey about being wholly at Huntleyes devopon , , whole ton 
&oh» was in the fields withathoufand armed men, befidcs the countrey 
people, who were ready to ioyne with him. Wherefore now teeing that 
her own tafetie confided in her brothers, having none elfe on whom flic 
could relie & truft into, the began to make much of him & Morton, Hide 
two cauted fet a watch, and placed i ftrohg Guard at all the entries ot the 
towmby which means Huntleyes fpies and intelligencers were taken : 

The next morning the Clonchattans, with the Frafers , and CMonroes, and 
many High- landers , underdanding that their PrincctTe was in danger, 
camt to her aide,and forfook Huntley. With theft die took the Caftle 
of InnfernetTeiarid catifed execute Alexander, Gordon the Captain thereof, ^ ttded> 
which was a fufficient tedimonie of her alienation from Huntley. A]1 
this did not quail the Earle, or divert him from his purpose. His ambiti- 
on fpurred him on before,nccetTitie doth now drive him forward.He had 
gone tdo far to thinke of a retreat. Therefore he followes the Qpeej *•!££ 
from Innernetfe to Aberdene , watching for fome oportunitie toeffeij 
his intentions. He lay not far from the town with his Companies and 
had his intelligencers within it,the Earle of Sutherland i Mafter Lcjl/c of 
Bawhan,hlack Alexander ( or Arthur) Forbes. The townfmen were 
mod of them , either of his kinred * or allied to bim-, and all of them fo 
affeded,as that they neither would, or durd oppofe him. But letters be- 
ing intercepted,which Sutherland and Bawhan wrote to him, their plots 
were difcovered,and they defeated of their intendments once more. 

Then Murray and Morton thinking it both tedious and penllpus , to. 
be alwayes on their guard » and to be defenders only , refolved: to^a^ 
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(heiftUHie of atffeilibg, and purfuing, if fo happily they might break Wft 
The band ai TOrc®$and diftfefft them. And howbeit they baa npt of their own, that 
Corrighie, tbeycOUldtruft to above ari hundred horfe, yet being armed with autho* 
liiu fitie,4nd the Majeftie of their Soveraigne,fof the fafetie of whole per f on 

tbeywete to fight , hiving gathered together of Per hefts and Lefties, to 
the nliriibef of fevenor eight hundred /and hoping that albeit they inc li* 
HedtOfftVOUt Huntley yet their di*y and allegiance to their PrincefR 
Would not &ffcr them to betray her, they took the fields* 1 Thefe made 
greitfhoW of fOrwardrieffe in conVeerilnkand gave out great words and 
; brags, that alone Would do all. Huntley with his men had taken ft 

plot of gtdhhdjinclofed about with marifhes , fo that he was in a manner 
encamped Murray arid Mort©n,wifh the traftieft of their Friends^ rcrfi* 
red to a Httle hill, to behold the iiftoe Of this Battel! , committing all to 
fhofc Who ftadteken ft upon them i Ohely theyfeftt fome horfmen aby* 
Way^ro etoffcUp the paflkges ot the' mxri(h,that Huntley being overcome, 
mighfiibteftape that Way . -So thofe boaflers begin to march toward the 
V; end rhfc, arid by the Way they plnckt off the heath ( <or bather ) which 
gtbweSiriftbt&idafteit iriithofe parts, and ftuckic In their Helmets, and 
Head-piert^accOrdlnig as it had been agreed upon betwixt them and 
Hunifcy.Whdfdfore, he thinking now f theft beirigfor him> that there 
WSSriO pdWer to rd lift him ,catae out of his Strength again ft them, who 
ptteferitly trirtied their backs, and came fitting With their FwOrds drawn; 
aid crying, Ttdkfohj ttdifdn, as if they had been betray ed, when indeed 
themlelvds were the trartoars. They had thrown away their f pears 
arid long Weapons , Wherefore Murrey 1 and M oft on, though they were t* 
ftonifhed at the firft fight of thefb hather-topped tumours , who came 
running toward them, with Huhtley at their heels f yet they took courage, 
ftnd tefolvfcd to flarid to it. For as they were about to fave thimfel ves by 
flight, arid weft catting for their horftfs , WtUlm bcnglas of Glenbarvie, 
(Who Wa^afterWafd Earle of Angus) requefted them toiftay (as is repor» 
fed) faying, Ne horftsfn) Lords ,mtart fttong ttodgbfvt Huntley, *nd theft 
t ottn,fhough they fletjet mill the) tot fight -afamfi ta . ; Whnejwe let m prtfeM 
Utrptirei atotfpekrs to kiepth&n itut, that the) eomtvet In among ft uijo break 
... , tor ratikii the rtfttotB prove eufie.- This advice Was liked, and followed* 
fo that Huhflfey expe&ing nothing leflc^han to finds refinance , arid be* 
nig deftitatft of long weapons, was fenced ( fame ©f his men being flttri) 
togivegtound i and at iaft to fiaeaS faff as before he had followed the 
/ Couritetfeit fleers. Then the Hather-tops perceiving that Hunttey fled ^or» 

ned uoohhiffl, and to make amends, (lew moft of them that weic flakt 
that dap, which were fome hundred and twentte , and an hundred taketft 
/ prifonersjamongft whom was Humlby himfelf,and his fonnes ^okn,Md 
Adah.Tbt: Earle being an aged and corpulent purfie man , Was ftified 
with his armour, and for want of bfeath in the taking. Some fayjtbat he 
received a ftbole On the head With a plfk»ll,but it fbemes to be ttffe : for 
it is reported, that whiri Huntley law his metiroutfed, he asked ofthofft 
^ that were by him *, what the name of the ground was upon which they 
fought, and having leawwd that it was Commonly called Cotmfghie » he 
footed the name tMllfo|Cw«lihtej Comig hiefft^imdghie, then Cod 
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|»e nftercifull to me.The name of the place put him in minde Of a refponfe 
br oracle (if we may fo call it; which was given by a Witch in the High- 
land , to whom he had fent to enquire of his death, and (he had told, that 
he fliould die at Corraighie. But whether the meflenger, or he himfelf 
mistook the word, he underftood it of Creighj a place which was in his 
bray to Aberd£ne , and which ( riding thither) he alwayes did fhunne,by 
reafon of this Sooth- layers fpeech or if at any timfe he did adventure to 
go by it, he was fure to be well accompanied , arid to have the fields 
cleared before. But «this event difcoverfed his miftaking, Icwasalfo 
told him by forrie of the fame profelfion, that the fame day , on which 
he was taken, he fhould be in Aberdene,maugre thofe that would not fo; 
neither fliould one drop *of his bloud be fpilt; This fecmed to promife 
him a fucceflefull journey * but the anibiguitie thereof was cleared by 
his death : for he was indeed that night iri Aberderie , being cafried 
thither upon apaireofcreels,or panniers, arid that againft the will of 
all his friends, who woiild not have had him brought thither in fuch a 

t uife. Neither did he lofe any bloud,but was choak’d for want of breath.. 

uch are commonly the anfwers of fuch fpirits, ambiguous, arid of no uft 
to the receivers^ yet mens curiofitie is fo prevalent .that poftericy wil take 
ho warning of former examples. Murray being glad of this fo-unlookr 
Cd-for-vidtory,fenttotheMiniftersof Aberdene, to bereddy againft his 
(Coming ; to go to the ChufchtS,and give God thinks for that dayes fuc- 
cefle : which they did very folemnely and( naqucftiori ) heartily , aS 
tnen are wont to do while the memory of a great delivery if ydt fririb iri 
their mindcs.The next day John Gordon (the Earles fbri) was ekecuteptrid 
his brother Adam was pardoned In regard of his youth. George the eldeft 
brother fled to his father-in-law Duke Hamiltort^md afterward being ar- 
raigned & condemned of high treafon,he was fentprilorier to thd Caftle 
of Dumbar: Who doth riot fee through this whole journey ,’but efpecialiy 
In this cataftrophe, an overruling power and providence doth either 
Willingly fbuf His eyes , of fclfe hitn his underftanding blinded by parti- 
ality or prejudice. Five fevetalltimes ( at Bawhah; at Sfraboggie at tni 
irer-Nefle , at Aberderie , arid laft ofall,#Corraighie / did Huntley at A 
tempt td cut off thefemdi , who were piany degrees weaker ‘ ana five 
times is hee difappointed. Arid that neither by their wifedome nor 
ftrength , but by him Who' OcJnfbdnds the wifedome of the wife , and 
Who deliver^ without the help of the arme of flefh. Neither wcrri 
they delivered onely ; but their enemies were alfo taken in the trap , and 
fell into the pit which they had digged for them . t Let men obferve it; 
and let them learne riot to confide ih their own ( fieVe’f fo fteming wifely 
grounded ) proje#s left they be thus difappblnte.d as Huntley was. 

This fell out in the year 1562. After this they returned with theQueerf 
to Edinburgh ,• Where We will leave themih reft , arid fo m filence i year 1 
Oirtwo. , • •'*■■■ ' ; Y ■ ■ ' 7 

- Iijithdyerir 4. dkahbem tftdart Earfe of L&iriok returned intaf _ . .. - : 
Scotland after 22. years exile , and was rcftored td his eftatein a Parlia- 1 ,n *** 
jnent. N ot long after, hisfonrie Henry Lord Damely , having obtained ., „ 

fcaVc of the Q&een of England for three moneths, caine to do fedutyto come bMfe, 
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the Queen as. his Princcfle and Kjnfwoman. Hee being a proper and 
handfome young man , and her Coufin Germane by his mother. Lady 
Propofition <jM<ugvct Dongles , the Queen began to think him a fit husband for Iter, 
of marriage . and ere long did propound the matter to the Nobilitie , craving their 
O^ca. e content ana approbation thereto. They were divided in their opinions. 
■J Hamilton and Murray were again ft the match , tearing alteration in Reli- 
gion , he being a Romane Catholique, as the Queen alfo was . Betides, 
they thought it not, fit to conclude any thing without the Queen of Eng- 
landsconfent. Morton was for it , and thought it great reafon that thee 
ihould have her libercic in her choyce of a husband. He liked alfo the par* 
ty ? being his near Kinfman , the Lady Margaret Douglas and he being 
brotherschildren. Wherefore having endeavoured to draw thofe that 
ftood again ft it to be of his opinion , when he could not prevaile, he pro- 
fefled openly he would do what lay iu him to fet it forward and fpeak- 
ingto the Duke and Murray, h win he long ( (ayes he ) ere yon two Agree on 
a husband for her , if fie marry not till you do , / year me fie marry not twfe ft- 
vm years * and fo he left them. The reft bound the mfelves to withftaad 
it. Her Uncles ofGuUe did alfo oppofe it , intending to beftow her on 
fome forraine Prince/o to ftrengthen tkernfelves by fome great alliance. 
.The Queen of England did not lb much diflike it , as ihe de fired to have 
They marry fome hand and ftrokein it. Hotwithftanding all this oppofition the mar- 
riaae was confum mate the ay. of July 1565. about fome fixmonethsaf- 
ter pe ca ne into Scotland. Whatfoever she motives were that induced 
the parties thus to haften it , fo it pleafed God in his wifedome and pro- 
vidence, toclifpofe of things that by joy rung ofrthefe two , this happy 
conjunction of the two Kjngdomes which we now fee andeojoy , fhould 
faring from them without all controverfic or queftion. The dded 
daughter of King Henry the feventh of England, USdargaretJeaA but two 
children •, J-amts the fifth by Kiog fames the fourth , and eJAar genet 
DougLu (born at Harbottle > by ArsUald Earle of Angus her fecond huf- 
band. fames the fifth left behinde him but one childe , Mary, foie betre 
to cbe Growne of Scotland. Lady UWargaret Dougins , being brought 
up with her Uncle Henry the eight, was married to Matthew Stuart Earle 
or Lennox, who being banifbed . and living in England , bad by her 
Henry J* ord Darnely, and Charles r father to Arabella , So that by this mar- 
riage of Queen <JMary to Henry Lord Darnely , thp whole right thatwau 
in Queen CMargaret to the Crowne of England ( failing the bekes of 
King [Henry the eight ) was combined and united in the perfons ofthefe. 
two „ and their off fpring. W hat eye is fo blinde as not to fee evidently 
the band, of the Almighty in this match t In taking away her formefc 
husband f the King of Trance ) in bringing her back again into Scotland* 
ifx fending Lennox into England, there to mariie Lady Maxganet Dougina* 
in bringing him and his fonne {Henry) home again after 2 2.yearsabfeacc, 
and in moving Queen Mary to fet her affeCtion on him. I make noque- 
ftioa but this confederation ( of ftrengtheiung the title 10 England > bath 
been amongft the motives that drew: on this match , . though we findo 
uone^of very flende^fh^ipa tlj^rcpfitt our waiters. . . 

■'tbfta^tday with found of 
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Trumpet at the Market- Crofle of Edinburgh by a Herauld , Henry and 
c Mary , King and Queen of Scotland. This was ill taken both of the 
Nobility and Commons. A King made by Proclamation ! The voice of 
a Herauld to be in ftead of 3 Parliament i King Francis, her former huf- 
band had not done fo * he had fought a matrimoniall Crowne from the 
three eftates , and hardly obtained it,after he had been refufed at firft,yet 
not without confent of a Parliament. But by this it appeared they made 
’ no account of the eftates, nor bare no refped unto thecuftomesof the 
Kingdome. Every man thought it a great negledt and derogation to their 
privtiedges , but the male- contented called it, a tyrannicall ufurpation. 

Thus many of the Nobility being difeontented withdrew themfelves, 
and the want of their prefence and countenance in guiding of affaires, did 
alienate the people. The principall male-contents were Hamilton , 
ray, ^rgylt y Rothufe , Glencatrne. Againft thefe the King goeth to Glaf- 
gow with 4000. men. They lay at Pailey •, and though they were to- 
gether , yetthey were not all of one minde. The Hamilton* would not 
hear of any peace, alledging there could be no true and firme reconciliati- 
on with Princes once offended. The reft were not of their opinion: they 
faid that matters had been hitherto carried without bloud , neither were 
their differences fuch , but that they might be compofed without ftroke 
offword*, efpeciallyin regard that there were fomc about their Princes, 
that would both mediate their peace , and endeavour to have it faithfully 
kept, The conftant pra&ice of their Predeceflours , and the rule they had 
ever followed had been this * To paffe by , and not to take notice of the 
fecret and hidden faults of their Princes , and to fal ve thofe things which 
were doubtfull by a favourable and charitable conftmdion * yea even to 
tolerate and beare with their open faults and errours , as far as might be, 
without the ruineofthe common wealth-, of which nature they efteem- 
ed thefe flips in government to be proceeding from their youth , and 
want of experience , which might be redrafted by calme and fair means. 

Duke Hamilton himfclf did like of their moderation , but the reft of the 
Hamiltons refufed to aflift them upon thefe terms wherefore they depar- 
ted all of them,fave the Duke .with fomefixteen that attended his Per- 
fon. By this departure they were fo weakened, that not daring to abide 
the Kings coming , they went firft to Hamilton , and the day following 
toward Edinburgh , but being (hot at from the Cattle , they took their 
way through Bigger to Dumfreis,tothe \^qt& Harris , who had de it red 
them to do fo , and had made them many fairepromifes. But he failing 
them, they difmifled their Troupes, and fled into England. All this way 
the King with his Companies dogged them at the heeles , whereupon it 
was called,the Runne-away Rode for runne-abouQ and, the wilde-goofe 
chafe. The King returned to Edinburgh in the latter end of Otfo- J* 

ber. 

All this while the Earle of Morton took pare with the King and 
Queen, but he was fufpefted to favour the other fide , which he did indeed 
fofarre,as towifh that the matter might be fo taken up , that none of 
their lives were endangered. Otherwife he was in good place , and Morton 
Ghancellour tor the time* But thefe male-contented Lords being thus Chancd/our; 

. removed; 


% 


Digitized by 


Google 


288 O/Archbald the ninth Earle of zrfhgui, 

removed, his houfe of Tantallon was fcized , that ic might not be a tt* 
ceipt and place of refuge for the Rebels , if they fliould happen to take 
it r But the true caufe was , Riz.it ( commonly known by the name Sig- 
ner David ) had put the King and Queen in iome jealoulie of Morton ) 
theoccafion whereof was this, This Italian ( or Pted-monttife ) was of a 
Mufician,rifen to f uch favour , that he was become Cabin- Secretary to 
the Queen * and Sir William Meteian (Secretary of eftate ) finding himfelf 
prejudiced by him, who had encroached upon his office* as alfo out of the 
love he bare to MurrayCto whom Ri^io was a profefled enemy ^bethought 
himfelf how to be rid of him. Wherefore he appointed a meeting with 
Morton* and the Lord Harris , in which he ufed all the perfwafions he 
could to induce them to cut off that bafe Granger * who took upon him 
to difturb the Countrey j did abtife the Queens favour , and. fet all in 
a cotnbuftion,to the diflionour of the Prince and Nobilitie •, telling them* 
that it belonged to them , and fuch as they were, to have a care that fuch 
diforders were not fuffercd unpunifhed. And the more to incite them 
thereto , he alledged the examples of former times , omitting nothing 
which he thought might move them to undertake it. Bu Morton (as the 
Proverb is ) was as wife as he was wliely : He told him flatly^ he would 
take no fuch violent courfe , he would do what he could by fair meaner 
for Murrays peace and reftitution : but as for that wiv ,it would offend 
the Queen highly , and therefore he would not meddle with it. MeteUag 
feeing that he could not draw him to it by perfWafion , cafts about how 
to drive him to it by neceffity. He betakes himfelf to Rifyo , makes fhew 
as if he were very defitous of his friendfhip , and proffers him his fervice 
fo farre as he was able. After he had foinfmuated with him , that he 
began to have fometruft with him , he told him that the place he had 
( to be the Queens C lo fet- See retar ie ) was neither gainefpll,- nor ufuall in 
this Countrey,, and that he might eafily come bv a better : The Lord 
Chanccllours office (fayes heyj the mofi honourable, which is in Mortons hands % 
a inan no tvajes jit for the place , as being unlettered and unskilful/. Do but deed 
wit hi he fi^ucen to efirange her countenance from him , as enethst favour o 
Murray « Rebed , and with the King to infifrin his right to the Ear Udomt of 
i^ingue i Morion wiH be gldd to fue to you for jour favour , and to obtain your 
friendfhip * will be content to demit his place of Chance Hour in your behalf e t 
Onelyfin regard that the place ( being the chief office in the Kwgaotne ) mujl bo, 
poffeyedhy dScHtifh Nobleman , you mufi firfl be mide a free Deni\an , and 
naturalised , and have the title of an Earle, which the fifteen may conferre upi 
on you of her felf. This Metellan thought would incenfe Morton againfl 
Ktgio , and force him to do him a mifehief. Rf\jo began to follow thi$ 
advice, info much chat the Caftle of Tantallon was fummoned , and 
delivered into the Kings hands, likewife the King encred heir to his 
G nixdfohcr Archbald Earle of Angus. The Queen alfo intending to create 
Rityo an Earle , Would have bought Melvin CafHe with the Lands be* 
longing therrtofor the firftftep of his preferment t but the owner would 
by no meanes part with them. And k is very probable* that he would 
have profecutedthe reft of the Plot , if he hadnoebeen interrupted , and 
di (patched before taeouU bring it to pafle : , fa ms credit increafed fo 
f/'i . fiirre 
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farfe with the Queen , that like too big a Saile for a fmall Barke , he was 
not able to bear his good fortune , but being putt up therewith beyond 
meafure , he forgot his doty to the King , and carried himfelf fo info- 
lently toward him, that the King refolved to rid himfelf of him upon any 
terms. So he imparts his minde to his friends , that Rify mutt needs ^, hi* 
be made away. Thofe whom he firft acquainted with his purpofe , were de«a jtonai 
George Douglas ( commonly called the Poftulate ) a naturall brother 0 f 
his mothers , an underftanding and a&ive man ^ the Lord Ruthven who 
had married a naturall fitter of his mothers , and the Lord Lindfay, who 
Was his Confin German , and had to wife a fitter of the Earle of Mur- 
rayes •, and his own father the Earle of Lennox. Thefe had concluded to 
lay hold on him as he came from the Tennefle- Court , where he ufed 
tnuch , but he having gotten fome inkling hereof , kept a Guard about 
him of feme fifty Halbards , which COnftrainedthemtothinkofanew 
courfd. And becaufe their power Was neither fufficient to effed it, nor to 
bear it out when it were done , they thought good to joyne the Earle of 
Morton. He being fomewhatalienated,anddifcontented with the Kings 
infilling in his claime to the Earledome Of Angus , they fent to him An- 
drew Ktr of Fadunfide, and Sir fobn Ballindine Juftice-Clerkto deal with 
him. Who prevailed fofarre , that he was content to come to Lennox 
Chamber where the King was. There they came foon to an agreement, 
the King and his father for themfelves , arid undertaking alfo for Lady 
Margaret Douglas (whofe content they prom i led toobtaine, and that fhe 
Ihould renue and ratifie What had been done by her felf bcfore)renounced 
all title, fight , intereft, or claim they had or could make to the Earle- 
dome of Arigus in favours of Archbald fonne to David , fometime Earle 
thereof.Having obtained this, he cortfented toalfift the K. with all his po- 
wer on thefe conditions, l .’that nothing fhould be altered in the received Re- 
ligion ,but that it fhould he efl abliflxd as fully , and in as ample manner , as it 
rvas before the Queen came home out of France. 2. that the b unified Lords 
fmtld be brougirthome and reflored. 3. That the King would take the fall up- 
on himfelf, and warrant them from whatsoever danger might follow thereon by 
the Queens difpleafure. Thefe Articles were given him in writing to fub- 
fcribe, left afterward Out of his fadlltie or levitie he fhould either deny it, 
or alter his minde, which he did very willingly, and even eagerly. Pr*- 
fently hereupon Lennox went into England to acquaint the banifhed 
Lords herewith , and to bring them near to the Borders of Scotland, 
that when Ri\id were flaine , they might be ready to lay hold of the oc- 
cafion for their reftitution. And now the day of the Parliament drew 
near, in which they were to be forfeited v and Rizio did beftirre himfelfe 
notably to bring it to paflfe. He went about to all thofe that had vote in 
Parliament , to trie their mindes , and to terrifie them , by telling it was 
the Queens pleafure to have it fo , and that whofoever voted to the con- 
trary fhould incurfeher high difpleafure, and no waies do any good to the 
Noblemen. This made them haften his death , to prevent the fentence 
which the Parliament might have given out againft the Lords by Rtz.sc 
Lis pra&ifes. Wherefore that they might take him, when his Guard 
was from him , arid that it might the more dearly be feen , that the King 
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was the chief authdur of it i they determined to take him along ^vitli 
them , who (hould bring him out of the Queens C hamber, from whence 
he fliould be, carried to the City and have his , trial} by amfe,Artd fo legal* 
itit» killed, ly and formally ( for they had matter enough againft hi m j condemned 
c - . . And executed at the Market- Crofle of Edinburgh. So Morton aflembted 

iiMMattii his friends, and goihg to the Abbey of Halyroodhoufe ( the 8 .» of March 
1 5 66) in the evening , he feized the Keyes of the Palace and leaving a 
fufficient number in the Inner-Court below , to keep in the Noblemen 
that were lodged in the Palace , and were not on the PIo< , he himfelte 
went up to the prefence, and there, walked pp and down. The King Went 
dire&lv to the Queens Chamber by the privie ftaqes , and with him the 
Lord Kuthven , and fotne five more all armed . , The Qiieen was at flip* 
per ,and there was Nvith her , hpr naturall if her the Counteffe of Argyle, 
and Ri%io with fome few other fervfmts. She was at firftlbmewhat aria* 
zed to lee them come into her Bed-Chamber being armed \ but tecaufe 
the Lord Ruthvcrt had been fick of a burning fever , (bethought tie had 
been diftrafted with the vehemencie of the ht,fo (he asked what the mat* 
ter. was. Ruthyen made no anfwer , but laid hold on Ri\jo , and f61d him 
it did not become him to be in that place. He ranne^to the Queeri , And 
dafped his hands about her to feve himfelf, but the King taking her (off* 
ly in bis arms, told.her they haddetermined tnpumfh that villairte * who 
hadabufed both them and the Cpuntrey ,, and withall unclafpihg Rfyt 
his hands , he delivered him coRuthven, who carried hiirt froth thenck 
into the Privie- Chamber, and then to the Prefeiict* In the mean time 
the Earle Batbptil and Humtej ( who were oppofice to this COilffe ) bein£ 
lodged iin the Palace , and hearing how things wentbn the Q^deftS fide, 
would have made refinance, by the help of the under-officers of Court. 
Butlers, Cooks, Skuls and fuchlike,with Spits and Staves^ but they were 
quickly rambarred , apd beaten back by tnbfe that had been left of put* 
pofe in the Court by Morton. So tiumlq and Boihvaeli (led out at back* 
windowes. yyithole was perfwaded to keep his Chamber by Secretary 
aJMtulltn , who was on the Plot, and fuppea that night with Atbole. part* 
ly to keep him from itirring , left he might have offered or ifuffeted Vib* 
fence-, partly and chiefly that he himfelf might not be fufpe&ed to havfe 
a finger in the Pie, having Athole to be a witnefle of his behdvlouf there* 
in. He had given order to his followers , that they fllould remalnc quiet 
till it came to be a$ed , and that then they (liquid arme t hemfelves , and 
runne haftily, as it were to an unknown and hidden fra/ahd£uffitilt! , but 
if there were need,toaflift Morton and thofe that guarded fhd Court.Thk 
noifeof the feuffling which Huntii and Bcthwet made below in the Court, 
coming to the eares of thofe that were above ip the prefepce , and 
had Rifyo in their hands $ they, not knowing what it might Import, 
but. fearing that he plight be refeued from them,they fell upott him, and 
dabbed him with their daggers, fore againft the will,and befides the in* 
cention of Mortoh^uid the reu of the Noblemen, wHbtbOUght to have 
caufed execute him upon thefeafiold , fo to have gratified tine common 
.people , to whopiit(Wouldf»ve .been a mod .acceptaBle and pleafant 
fight,: feis eonfl^itly repoitcdtliat he wasadyilfcdby onc T>mitbte ( a 
«. v . *' Trehtfi 
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French Prieft,who was thought to have fome skill in the black Art) that 
now he had gotten good (lore of means and riches, it was beft for him to 
return horned his native Countrey , where he needed not to feare tty 
Nobilitie of Scotland, whofe hatred he could not be able to hand ou 
e ain ft long-, but he contemned his counfell, faying, The Scots were greater 
threaten , than doers . They fay alfo,that one Sigma France fe admpnifh- 
cd him to cany himfelf more foberly , and not to irritate the Nobihtie ; 

for as he underftood they bare him no great goodwill , and would not 

faileto do him fome mifehief one time or another-, but he anfweredhim in 
Italians, Parolc,parolcfi\\ was but words, he feared them not they were no 
body, they were but likeDucks, which if fome of them be ftneken down, 
the reft will lie in . To whom the other replied , Take heed y ou finde them 
not rather like Geefe.of which if you fine but one, all the rtf will file up on you, 
and (o plume you, that they will leave you neither Feather, nor Down. So when 
he was delired by fome Diviner , or Sooth-fayer, to bewarc of the Bl- 
ftard he faid ,That Bajlard fhould not have power to do much hurt in Scotland , 
fo Ion g as he lived s undemanding it to be fpoken of Murray, who was Ba- 
ftard-brother to the Queen. ButthcBaftard thatflewhim , •**<’*'& 

Dow/Jas ( as is the moft received opinion ) who ftabbed him with the 
Kings dagger , having none ot his own then about him . This brought 
Morton into great trouble-, for the next day being the dayof the Par la- 
ment, the banifhed Lords compeered in the Parliament- Houfe , as they 
had been fummoned, where finding no accufer,now that Rtzto was gone, 
the Parliament was. deferted,and the Queen reconciled unto them, inten- 
ding to ufe their help againft the flayers of Rim. Wherefore fhe went ^ , 
firffto Seton, then to Dumbar, where flic afTembled a fufficient number . 

of men,fo that Morton,Ruthven,and their partners , were fain to flee in- 
to England, but fome ofthem lurked in the Highlands. Their Goods 
were confifcated , their piacesand Offices difpoled of to others. Their 
friends who were no wayes acceflarie to that tad , were commute o 
prifon. Sir David Hume of W edderburne,onely becaufe he was 
kintman was fent firft to Dumbar, then to the Ken-moore in Galloway. 

It is true, it was his brother-in-laws houfe, and Loghen-varre was indeed 
a loving brother, yet was it farre from home,nejther was he fet free w ith- 
out bail to re-enter when he (hould be required. , 

Thus were the dice changed.. Morton was .at Court, when Murray and 
his complices were banifhel : now they are in Court , when he and his 
affociats are d if- courted, and forced to flee. He had favoured them , but 
had not joyned with them: they favour him , butthinkitnot good I to 
take part with him., Yet had they more reafon tp do it , forh ‘ s ^ 
wrought out their Libertie , theirs had made him to be fufpeaed. But 
whether they would not, or could not do him any good , or thatthey 
thought the time was not fit, and a better time was to be expeded , the 
Kin^ (who was the chief authpur and firft mover of it ) haying 
him^he was conftrained to with-draw himfelf into Pogland^ as we ^ 
faid.There he did not remain long in eafe and quiet, for th ® " 
ning of May, the Queen fent Mafter fohn Thornton (Chanter of .Murray) 
defiring that he and the reft, might not be fufered to har our w it 
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Queen of Englands Dominions. She Tent the fame Thornton alfo to 
France with the like meflage,but it needed not , for they never meant to 
go thither. Qijeen Elitybcth Cent one of her fervams ( William Killigrew) 
and by him proraifed to caufe them voidc her Realffie before Mid-fum- 
mer.lt was fo done in (hew, they were warned to depart, and did depart 
from Newcaftle,abftained from con veiling in publick, but they lurked 
privately in a place not far from Anwick.No fearch was made for them, 
and the MelTenger had whifpered them in the ear, when he commanded 
them to be gone, that England was broad and wide. Before they came 
from Newcaftle,hc loft his good friend the Lord Ruthven , whom God 
The Lord called to his reft in mercy. Thus was he baniflied from Scotland, £ng- 
Ruthvcn dies land, Fiance, and Ireland, yet did he lurk ftill in England. 
thete * But he lutked not long •, formatters were in brewing at home, which 

Bothweii the gave occafion to his returne. The Earle Both well was now become the 
vourite.* Queens favourite,all men followed him, all preferment came by him.His 
thoughts were high, his ambition no lefle than to injoy the Queen, if file 
were free from a husband.To bring this defigne to paife,fhe was content 
to forget all private quarrels with Morton, and he prefumed that Morton 
' being abandoned of the King, and iogaged to him for his return and refti- 
tution , as alfo being led with hope of his further goodwill, to gratifie 
him in any thing that might be procured from the Queen , would be in- 
duced either to become his friend, or at leaft not robe his enemy , nor to 
raife, or to fide with any Faction againft him * which he efteemed a great 
Morton re- point, &of muchimportance.There was amongftBothwelsfollowers,one 
turnes. M. Arch. Douglas ^ a brother of the houfe ofWhittingame,byhis mediation 

all former quarrels were taken away on both fides,& Mortons peace pro- 
cured from the Qj_on condition he Ihould not come within a mile of the 
Court.This reftraint he reckoned to be rather beneficiall,than hurtfull co 
him-, feeing that by that mean, he fhould be the farther off from whatfo- 
ever fiiould happen amiffe. Wherefore being returned before the Q^was 
brought to bed of herfon fames the 6 .( which wasthe rp. of June 15 66) 
i}66.i*Jtu»e< he becomes a fpe&atour, beholding a farre off what would betheifiueof 
things.To fit on the fhoare, &to behold others at fea tofled with winde 
and wave, though it cannot but ftir our pity and cOmmiferation in com- 
mon humanity, yet when we refleft upon our felves , and confider how 
happy we are that are on firme land, free from thefe fears and dangers, 
the joy and contentment we have in our own fafety,doth fw allow up the 
former confi deration of anothers danger. So it was with Morton, he faw 
what a fearful tragedie was like to be afted at court, but not being able to 
hinder it, he chofe to keep at home.He was the Kings kinfman,yet could 
he do him no good, having had experience of his weaknesand inconftan- 
cy in his forfaking of him, after the killing of He was beholdingto 

Bothvvell for his reftoring , and therefore bound not* to oppofehim, 
in honefty and dutie he could not aid nor aflift him in fuch courfes. 
Wherefore he ufeth the benefite of his confining, and becomes a looker 
on. 

T o declare the eftate of thofe times,and to dilate it ,let them do it that 
can delight to blaze the weakneffe of thofe , whom they ought to love 
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Urid hdnoiir,and who have that task impofed upon them, by whatfoever 
ticcefsitie. For my felf, neither am I any way necessitated thefeunto,nei- 
ther could my foul ever delight in the reproach of any.I wilh I could cor 
Ver the fins of the world,they fhould never be uncovered, or known, but 
where necefsity did require it,that fo they might be taken away by order. 

My endeavour fhould rather be with the blefled fons of Noah , to over- 
fpread, with the mantle of filence and oblivion,the nakedneffe of thofe to 
whom we owe even a filial dutie & pietie.. Concerning that Princefle,my 
heart inclineth more to pitie -, I fee good qualities in her, and love them : 

I fee errours, and pity them : I fee gentleneffe,courtefie j humilitie, beau- 
tie, wifedome, liberalise-, who can but affeft thefe £ . If they be carried to 
inconvenience , who can but lament it? In that fex* in that placepn that 
education,in that company : awomanj aPrincefle, accuftomed to plea- 
sure, to have their will ^by Religion, by fight, by example,by inftigation> 
by foothing, and approbation. Happie^ yea thrice happy are they who 
are guided through thefe rocks without touch, nay, without fhipwracfc* 

I do advert more than I finde fet down by Writers, while I fearch into 
all the caufes which might have drawn on thefe lamentable events. Be-: 

Sides the fecret loathings in the eftate of marriage (which who knows but 
the adtors? jbringing forth diflike,then quarrels on both fides,then ct;of- 
fing & thwarting, then hatred,then defire to be freed-, befides all this,im- 

E otencie,and defire of revenge,being feconded with (hew of reafon, and 
acked with a colour of law and juftice^what wil it not do? Her husband 
had killed a Servant of hers, whom he had dragged violently opt of her 
bed-chamber. Behold him therefore fas Lawyers, or fuch as pretended 
skill in law would alledge Jguiltie of death in their judgment. He was not 
crowned, but proclaimed King only by her foie authority,never acknow- 
ledged by a Parliament, fo was he but a private man,8f a fubjedl to her his 
Soveraigne,as are the wives and children of Kings. .Wherefore his Fad 
(in flaying Rifyo )wzs flat treafon,for which he might have bin arraigned, 
and fuffered according to law.But bearing the name of a King, & having 
many friends and kinred, a legall proceeding could hardly be attempted 
without greac difficulty, and might have clufed an infurredion,and much 
bloud- filed with uncertain event. Wherefore in wifedome themoft con- 
venient way was to do it privatly and fecretly-, fecret juftice, is juftice not- 
Withftanding*, formalities are.but for the common courfe of things, This, 
was an extraordinary cafe. Juftice' is abfolutly neceflary,the formfwhether 
this, or that way) is indifferent, it may be altered, or omitted the Princes, 
power may difpenfe with, forms in cafeofneceflitieorconveniencie,fo 
the fubftance be obferved. Well, I conceive that a Prince upon fuch fug- 
geftions,upon diflike in anger and indignation* might be drawn by his 
counfellours, neither can I but conceive,thatthefe colours have been here 
reprefented to perfwade*or to footh.To be fhort.that fadt fo lamentable, 
and (which I can never remember without affliction ) every way in her Kif) 
own, and her husbands perfort , done by the Earle Botbwell , he mur- 
dering her husband, fhe marrying him, the matter feemed exfreame Bothwett; 
ftrange and odious in the eyes of many. It is trije , Bothtvell was, 

Cleared, or rather not filed by an Affife 5 but the Nobilitic judging, 
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him not to be fttfikiemly clean fed, bat rather being fully perfwaded that 
he was the authour of the rourder,thought themfelvcs boufid in duty to 
bri'ng him to a further trial!. And howfoever be had married the Queen, 
yet did they not take themfehres to be fo farre bound in obedience to 
her, as in that regard to defift horn all further inquiring, into that 
Fa ft. Nay, it did rather move their indignation to fee him who had 
committed fbvile and execrable a murder, not ohely to efcape Scot-free, 
The Nobili- but to reap fo large and rich a reward , as was the Queens own perfon. 

» they thought the confequent might prove dangerous, if he 
IciL * who had roalwcrcd the faiher^md married the mother, {liquid alfo have 
thefon ( the ohely baft* and lett of his ambition, to eftablifij the Crowd 
to himfetf and bis pofteritie ) in his power and cuftodie; Thefe were 
given 1 out as the caufes of (heir taking arms, which were very plaufible to 
the vulgar, efpedally the fafetic of the young Prince There is no 

qucftion,they hadalfo choir own particular rcfpe&s, which are fcldome 
wanting, and do commonly concurre with the publick caufe : wherefore 
there joyned together the Earles of Argyie, Glencairhe, and Mar re, the 
Lords Lindfay and Boy de. Theft bound ihemfefves to purfue Both weL 
fend to afsift one another againflrwhofoever would oppofethem, efpeci- 
ally to keep the young Prince from coming into Botbwds power. But 
Argyie repenting him,wen« the next momingtoshe Queen, and revcal- 
edallthe matter , fend the Lord Boyde alfo was at laftperfwaded with 
many fair pfoffi#bs,to forfaftetheto^uid JoynWlch Bothwell. The rcfl 
not (rithlknding remained firme , with whom Morton took part. He 
thought -fie coukfdOfio leffe , bring fo near a kinfman to the late King, 
and io to (he yoo&g Prirke. kistme, be had been beholding to Both*- 
well, but noMneMCOtddblride him to abaft him in this cafe t for by fo 
doing , be ftoUkf hiWe given fome colourable ground to thac report, 
Which hadfofprecf it-fclf, that it was beleevetf awhile about the Court 
of England, that Murray and he were aurhoun at the Kings murder. Td 
have rcmainednCutratt, would have been bur ill takenon both fides.The 
Lord Hume, Cesford, and Balcieugh, though they had not fubferibed 
with the other Lords, yet did they hate Both Well,, and were fijfpe&ed td 
incline to the contrary Fa&ion. The year praceding,Botbwd hid made 
an in-rode upon LkkSfdale, for the fopprefsingof cheeves,und appreben t*. 
ding of outlawed Borderers With bad fucceflk,for be was wounded, and 
hardly deapedwhh his life. Thw y»r berefolve* to repxic his honour, 
andby fome notable exploit, to gumthe good-Wdl of the people, which 
that hie might the more eofily do, the chief men of the name of Scot, and 
AVr,wh© werel&ely to hinder him. Were commanded to enter into mb 
fen feitfte Gaftle of Edinburgb, andtheve to remain till his returns Bat 
they haring fome worfir meaning , went borne to their hoofed 
■ The Lor a Burnt alfo beiHgfotnmoned to enter > 1 would not obey* 
Notwkhftanding B#hw£ goethon with hh imewded Journey , and to 
tW Queen and he coni* to Borthwkk Caftle , them totoWeeadl things 
AStdjfrorthis expedkkw. Theadvwfe party tooughadM place mi 
AO?bpfif to ftirprtkebift in it aad themfore^heyMPohxed their Ben> 
dammm Whaler MdWbtfbiitty ea ii f/T Htkarlg^f Athole 

(whithef 


r 


Digitized by L^OOQle 



. « ■ lames vfMortdn* _ '%$ 

(whither through his naturall flownefle or fearful nefle ) by his not keep- . , 

ing that appointment , caufed the reft to break alfo , and to ftay ftill at The Queen 
Stlrlin. The Lord Hume in hope to have been feconded , went diredtly 
t > Borth wick , and lay about the Caftle , but feeing no appearance of at 0 W1 
their coming , he kept fuch negligent watch , that the Queen and Bo:h- 
>rc//efcaped , and went back to the Caftle of Dumbar. The Lords thus 
fruftrated, went to Edinburgh to pradife the Citizens there, and to draw 
ifhem to their fide , which they eafily effc&ed. The Caftle was kept by 
Sir .fames Bclfoure ( whom Bothrvell had made Captain thereof, and who 
had been his intimate friend,andprivieto all his lecrets : But upon fome 
diftafte or di^n\%BathtveH had fought to put him out of the place-, which 
he finding, had made himfelf full Mafter thereof : and he was now en- 
ired in termes of agreement , and capitulation with the Lords to put it 
into their hands , but had not yet concluded and trahfa&ed with them. 

There were in the City at this time of the other party , John Hamilton 
Biihop of S. Andrews , the Earle of Huntley , and the Biihop of Rofle 
ttohn Ltjly. Thefe wffieti they heard that the Lords were come into the 
Citie , came forth into the Street , hoping the Citizens would aflift 
ihem and help them to expell the Lords but when they faw that few or 
none did relort to them , they fled to the Caftle , where they were re- 
ceived (the Captain thereofnot having as yet agreed with the Lords)and 

fome few dayes after were let out at a pofterne , andfoefcaped. Ift the ...... r 

inean time the Queen had fertt abroad to afleitoble her forces. There 
came to her out of Lowthian , the Lords Seton, Yefter , and Borthwick, 
fmall Barons, Waughton, Bade, and Ormefton. Out of the Merfe , Sk 
Dav 'J Hume of Wedderburne , with his Uncle Bhckader, notwithftand- 
j na their Chief the Lord Hume , and his Coufin German Morton, were 
on the other fide. Befides thefe, they had 20b. hired Souldiers under the 
leading of Captain Anftradder , mounting in all to iooo. and 5 00. With 
thefe thev fet forward from Dumbar, with intention to go to Leith, that - 
fo they might be neater the enemy , and lofe no opportunity of taking 
advantage of them. Awrongcourfe,ahdilladvifed t Whereas if they 
had but 'ftay ed a fpace in the Caftle of Dumbar , the Lords not having 
Sufficient forces to aftault them there, nor Ordnance, of any other necefla- 
ry provifion for afeige, had been conftraihed to dilperfe them felves, and 
retire home to their own houfes. Which if they had done , they might 
eafily have been overthrown being leparated and fcattered , before they 
could have joyned their forces again.But there is a diretf bur of all things, 
who had not ordained that Bothrvell (h ouldprofper in hiswayes-, which, 
fell out alfo by his own terheritie,and the counlel of Mafter Edmond Hay 
( his Lawyer ) who is Laid to have advifed him thus , alledging that thfe 
Lords neither would nor durft abide their coming , but would prefently 
flee upon the firft noifeof their approach * and that if they did but bn ct 
(hew themfelves in the fields , the Comffions would all come fldckmg 
to them. But it fell out clean contrary , for neither did the people con- 
c U rre with them (becaufe they hated Boihrvell) and the Lords having once 
taken Arras , were eriforced by neceflity to fight For their own lafety* 

their number was about fome zvob. ffioft part Gentlemen of good 
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quality and ranke; of the which, the chief were Morton, Marre, Athoty," 
Gfcncaime, Montfofe ; the Lords, Hume, Lindfay, Ruth ven , Semple, 
and Sanwhere j Small Barons , Cesford , Drumienrigge * Tillebardind, 
strange. They had no Artillerie , neither any Musketiers , five a few 
from Edinburgh. They cauied to be drawn on their enfigncs , the lafe 
King lying dead, and his young fon thePrince $umcs fitting on his knees, 
with his hands heaved up to Heaven with this \ Mo(xo$udgt and revenge 
mj eaufe ,0 LOR B. \V hile they were in Edinburgh, word was brought 
to them about midnight, that the Queen and pothweU were come to' Seton 
and Sait-Prefton*within fix miles of them. Whereupon they made haft£, 
surd having armed , went fpeedily toward M«fclcburgh > left the enemie 
lliould feize the Bridge and Foords of the River which was within two 
mifes of Prefton. So having pafled it without difturbaiice a little aftel 
theSun-rifing , finding that the enem^did not flirre , they took their te- 
frefhmcnt,and broke theirfiifLatleafure .blot long after,thofe whom they 
had lent before to currie the fields , and to give notice what the enemie 
was about , having perceived a few horfemen without the village , drovri 
them back again , but not daring to follow them for fear offome am- 
bufeade, could lcame nothing elfe ,favethat the enemie was re&dy to 
march. Hereupon the Lords alio began to fet forward toward them, and 
being now without the To wne of Mufcleburgh they perceived i he ene* 
The bn tell my, ranged in order of battellall along Carburie hill, ready toericounttjr 
of Carburic them. The hill was deep , and the afeent difficult on that fide,whferefort 
hai * they turned a little to the right hand ,i where they might with mold 
cafe and lefle difadvantage al^end, the hill being there much plainer j 
and the ground more levcfL Tfns.deceived the enemy, who feeing thertf 
turn afide , fuppofed they hid fled to Dalieth, which belonged fo Mof- 
ton , and .lay onab^ baod. Bjjt they being come where they Would have 
been, fee their menin order yhaving the Sun on their backs , and in the 
1 5*7. June face of thC’enemie , .which was no fmallad vantage , for the day was ex- 
ihe f. cecding hot, being the, fifth of June 1 5 &j. befides , the Townes- men of 

Dalkecth did fomiffi them fufficiently with drink , together with other 
villages; that lay on that hand. But on Bothwels fide it w as not fo , there 
wasno fuch alacrity and readinefle in the people to fupply them * no’ 
forefight in themfelvcs to provide , no chearfubiefTe in f he Army , but 
moft of them wavering between their duty to the Queen, and their fufpi- 
cion of Bttbvels gpiltinefle. Y et did they riot offer to forfake her, neither 
would they have, done it for anything we hear of , if Bothwell durft have? 
Rood to it. But bis feif-accufing conscience , ftruck hi^riiinde with fuch 
terrour and diead , that knowing what he had deferved , he judged other 
mensmindesto be accordingly afletfted Toward him •, aria feeing head! 
made againft him beyond his expe&atiori , he Wan to doubt of the fide- 
lity of thofe that were come totaicepart with him. Efpecially be diftru- 
fted Sir David Hume of Weddetburne , in regard of his frKridfhip and 
Kin red with the Lord Hum , and Earle of Mortoif. Whefofore he mo- 
ved the Qiueen to asLjum whether be would abideco0ftantiy by her,and : 
performe his part faitnhilly. Heanfwered freely , Ihjtt he was come to’ 

, fcrve her , as his Soveraignc out of duty , and iri , J finCerity , which he 
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would do to the utmoft of his power , agiinft whomfoever, without re- 
fpeft of whatfoever fmfndfoip or kindred withany. Blaekadtr laid the 
like, and added withal! , fpeakingto Bothvcll, Iwijh my Lord,y tufty or 
tttllb v it ,/urpe (haU, *■ That which mad? them the more to fear Sir David 
was becaufe a fervant of his, as he went to drink at a well not farre from 
the enernie' V was taken, and brought to Morton , who hearingwhofe 
-man he Was', difmifledhim , and bade him tell his Matter ftamirims 
That if he were the man he Jhould be > he dene might futon end to that dajes 
‘teork which is like enough he might have dune, if either he would have revel- 
led to the Lord* , or forfakca Bothwdl * and gone hoM. The reft of the 
Nobles arid Gentlemen being iri likt manner exhorted by the Qjieen to 
.fioht valiantly, promifed that for theitoWn parts they would do it faith- 
fully but they ftid,the Hearts of the common Souldiers were averk from 
Botiwell ;'and thought it more retfonable that he fhould adventure his 
Own Perfon in his oWnqoarrell for maintaining his iunocency, then that 
' either her Majeftie, or lo many of her; good Subjects foould adven- 
ture or endanger their lives for him. But if foe were refolved to trie 
the hazard of a battell , it was her beftto defeire it till the next day , that 
the Bamiltdns , who were on their journey , might joyne with them. As 
they were about to joyne battell , the French Ambafladour C U Croque) 
would have mediated a Peace* and cameto the Lords, promiungto ob- 
tain them MonattheX^Ueens hands for what was paft , and that none 
them fooukJevtr be called in queftionfor their.takiog Armesagauift 
lier lb that they wooWrtow lay them down 9 and proceed no 
Morton made anfwer, that they had not taken Arntfs againft the Qucen, 
butaeairtft Bothwelf whd had murthered their Km$ * whom if her Ma- 
ieftie would be pleated to abandon » they would quickly make it appear, 
that they defired nothing more chan to continue in all dutifull obedience 
and allegeance to her, as became Loyall Subjedts * but fo long as Bothwell 
temainS tmpuhifoed , they ‘could not m duty and con&encc be to for- 
setfull of their liteXing V* *s not to avettge his not 

being able toperfwfldelhem , retired tOEdmbujg^Adl hope of .peace 
and agreement being cut off , Bothwell being jealous of his Souldier^d 
either intending in |>odeatneft to fight, or for a Bravado, fenta Trum. 
™*to the Lords to declare his innocency ,m confidence whereof, if any 
would accofehim , and ftarid to hisaltegation , he was ready to maintain 
his caufe againft vvhofoever would attach him, in Duel, and angle Com- 
bate There were two of the Lords fs&ion that undertook to make it 
good againft him , WUUamKirkadte of Grange , and Murray bro- 

ther to Tilliberdine •, but he reje&ed thefe as not being his equals , and. 
Peeres, he being an Earle, and they but Gentlemen ooely* Whereforehe 
challenged Morton by name. He accented of the challenge , andappom- 
tedthe Weapons two-handed Swords , and to fight onfooju Bucrbe 
Lord LindOrj fteppirig forth ; be faugh tMotfon and the reft * fHlt/or all 
ihe fervicethat ever hisPredeceffoursr;or himlelf had done , or could do 
umo^edountvy, that they would do Vdmthathonour as to fotfer him to 
Undertake that Combate^whicb he faid did alfo dulybflpUgujto him,m 
K^rdoflSneamefle in 4>ud co the dehma King. They condefcend^ 
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and Bothwell having nothing to accept againft bin), they prepared on both 
tides. Morion gave Lindfay the Sword which had been Earle Archbaldt 
( called commonly Bell the Cat) wherewith he cpt afunder tyw/w thigh,as 
is (hewed in his life. With this ( which Lindfay wore eVer alter ) and. a 
buckler , as the manner then was , he prefents himfelf before the A rmy, 
to attend Bothwtls coming. Blit the Queen would not fuffer. him to fight, 
and interpofing Her authority , commanded him to defift. Then (he lent 
a Hefcauld to the Lords , requiring them to fend Grange to her , that (he 
might conferrt with him > and that in the mean time the Army (hould 
(land quiet. While theQueen did Parley with Grange , Bothwell ( as it 
had been fore-plotted ) convcyes himfelf fecretly out of the. Army, 
lind fled to Dumbar. When the Queen had talked fo long with Grange, 
as that Bothwell had time enough to efcape , and be out pf their reach , free 
from all danger of being overtaken,fhe went with him to the Lords ; and 
defiring them to fuffer her Army to depart in fafetie ( which they eafijy 
granted ) fhe difmifled them. Thenfherequefled , that (he might go to 
the Hamilton ! , who were not fkrre off , at Corflorphing , to give them 
thanks fortheir good will, promifing faithfully to return,wbereuponfhe 
defired Morton to pafle his word , and be furctie for her. A ftrange rep 
queft for her to ask in fuch a cafe 5 farre (hanger for them to have gran- 
ted , or for Morton to have undertaken that which lay not in his power 
to,fee performed. Bothwell had efcaped to. their great grief and difcon- 
tentfnent 5 theQueenonely remained, theplcdge of peace, and foile of 
their enemies , who wanting her did want a head* Therefore her fuace 
Was denied, and (he brought to Edinburgh. .. 

There a confultation was held , what were fitteft to be done with bey. 
Amongft great diverfitieof opinions MortOn would by no means yeeld 
to have her life meddled wichall , : defiring onely that lome fiicb courfe 
might be taken , as that the profefled Religion might not be prejudiced* 
ana that they themfelves might be fecured from future danger. Vet 
thefce were (bme that prefled the matter very hard againft him. Sledging 
that there was ho pombilitie, either to preferve Religion, or fecure them- 
felves, fo long as (he were alive. Promifes were to no purpPfe , and of no 
yalue. They might be eafily eluded ^as proceeding from a juft fear , and 
tompulfion , as they would callit. And to imprifon her were no better t 
feeing fhfcre would not Want a party ere long to fet her free. And though 
there Were ho party, yet (he her (elf might ufe, means to ejcape,and others 
might help her yea , without all theie ,’ time and occafion would work 
her delivery* Nay fome went fo far virith him, as to denounce GODS 
judgements againft him, as a hindcrer of the execution of juftice , which 
he himfelf (hould feele upon his own perfon , becaufe he would not give 
Way to it in the perfon or another, for it is hut jufiice ((aid they ) elfe if it 
he unlaw full , fo is thu detaining of her unlaw full , and whatfiever we have 
dine is unlawfully and flat treafoni All this notwithflanding, Morton would 
hot cohfent unto it r foiit made anfwer , 1 hat bowfoever they had gone thus 
farre Being drawne to tthydoocefsitjitfor. the frefervatiou of Religion , the good 
of their Countrey , their Own homai and credit , andevenled by nature to look 
yotheir own fafetie ^ yet they ought. not to meddle with the life of their Sove- 
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ftignt* To fecurethemfelves, it was: fufficienc td ; have her 1 kept in 
fotne place 6f furetie and ftrength , which iie thought even too much* 
Jt he could fee any other remedie. And £0 it was concluded , that, (hee 
ihould be Tent to Logh-ieven , there to be kept by. WiHiun Douglas ow- 
nir thereof.; a very honeft Gentleman , and who had fided with neither 
Partie. ; 

• And although the fame matter -Was agitate again, while /he remained, 

in Logh-leven ("the 15. of Auguft, at a folemne meeting of the Eftates, 
after Murray was come home, and had accepted the Regencie) and many 
did incline to have her executed, ( tome out of zeal to Religion, and 
Jove of Jufticc, as they deemed it ) forne out of.loye to the HmiUons± 
(who by her death would be but one ftep from the Crown ) yet Mor- 
ton ftuck to his former opinion and resolution : Shee was nofooner 
committed, but forne began to plot her«rf!eliverie , fuppofing that 
tindoubtedly (he would get out at laft by. one mean or other, they ftrove 
Co anticipate her favour, and make hdr beholding to them for that which 
Could not faile.to come to pafle. Neither d id they fear. the confequent,, 
if once fhe were fet at libertie i for they made no queftion to make theit 
bartie good: <The authorise was hers , time would make the people^ 
heart to relent and fold to their naturallPrincefTe* the Fa&ion that was. 
Igainft her, was the Weaker* and diVerfitie of opinions, would bring forth 
divifion amongft them. , ; 

• Of thpfe that fought her favour,Sir Willi#* XMtttHant Secretarie was 
Otoe. His dif-like andhatred of Bothwell ,• had made him joyne with 
Che Lords : being now rid of him, he returned to his old byas again, and 
bent hi$ courfe toward her. But not daring to do it openly, he wrotg 
privately to her, and a/fared her of his good? will , and promifed his be ft 
endeavour to ferve her * and that howloever his power Were none of the 


preateft , he ihewed that he might prove. Readable to her by the Apo- 
logue of the Lion, which being taken in a net, was delivered from thence 
by the help ofaMoufe, that did (hear the net, and cut it in pieces with 
ber teeth* * ....... , 


- Mortoh did conftantly profecute the courfe begun,with great courage 
Knd wifedome, over-coming all difficulties before the Eade.of Murrays 
teeume (who had gone to Fiance in the beginning ofthefe ftirres) which 
Were neither fmau , nor few. His Affociates found them moe that) 
they had expe&ed. They had ptomifed themfelve? the. approbation 
of all men, and that all Would foyne witht/icm* at leaft>the belt affe<fted« 
It fell out otherwise •, timedirninifhcd enVte > change of tfieir Princes e- 
ftate begatef pity, fear of the. eventkept aloof-, doubt <>fdutie.reflraine4 
forne, anddefire of reft aid fecuritie, others. So .that no new .Forces 
came to them* bikon the contrary, fome. of their own fide fotfpok them*' 
tuid went to the other •, new hopes not onely cooling, jbjit even changing, 
ihclr affe&ions. Wherefore they were much .perplexed and had k 
notbeen for Morton, they had quite dpfette 4 the capfe. But he per; 
{waded them to keep together it Edinburgh , .and to write tq the o : 
Cher Lords , that. were aflembled at Hamilton , to defjre. them to cpme 
Co Edinburgh, that fo they might confute together what were fitte^ 
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to bee done for : the good and peace of the Kingdome. But they 
would neither receive Letter nor Mefiagc * frying > It was great 
prefumption in them to have poffefled therafelves of the chief City , 
and to offer to fend for them, and not to come to them, who were ( fo 
they thought ) the fttonger , and had the better caufe. The others to 
give them fatisfadion in that point, caufed the Minifters of Edinburgh 
to write to them jointly , as alfo leve rally to their particular friends 
and acquaintance , both to excufechu which they cook exception zt t 
( which they told they had done , not becaufc they did challenge or 
chime any preeminence or prerogative to therafelves beyond them, or 
for any other caufe > frve onely the conveniende of the place for both 
patties to meeting and withall to exhort them , that in fo perillous a 
time, fetting afide all particular refpe&s and quarrels , they would have 
a care of the common good* of the Countrey. But thefe Letters pre- 
vailed no more than the former. Yet though they would not concurre 
with them, they did nothing againft them * whether becaufe they were 
not able ("they being within the town of Edinburgh ) or , becaufe they 
did not agree among themfelves , or that they wanted a Conuniflton, 
and a fufhtient Warrant from the Queen, they diffolvcd , arid returned 
every man to his own home, 'this their attempt to have kept fome 
forme of meeting and Parliament In the Queens name , admoniflied the 
Lords to take away that which Would beare greatc ft fbew againft them* 
the Queens authentic. W herf fore they deale with her to refigne it to 
her (bnne. Which fhe was very loath to do ; yet at laft fhee consented to 
it, and having fubferibed a formall renunciation and dimifsion : (bee 
made alfo, and figned a Procuration, or Letters Of Atcoumey, to curie 
crown her fbnne at Scirlin , or where they pleafed. She named like- 
wife his Curators, Murray (if he would accept of k at his returne ) fail* 
mg him, thefe feven * The Du kc(Hamiltau) Lerinox (the Childes grand- 
father) Argyle, Morton, Glencaime,Marre, and Athole.lt Was prefently 
put in execution, for within two dayes (the %6.of July) the Prince was 
crowned at Scirlin, being then thirteen moneths, ana eight dayes old* 
Morton and the Lord Hume took the Oath for him, that he fhould ob-> 
fervetheLaws , and maintain the Religion then profcflcd.Mafter KbM 
made the Sermon, the Coronation was alfo performed by him,and two 
Super-intendencs. 

Having gained this point, they had now this advantage of the others# 
that not only were their enemies deprived of the countenance and co* 
lour of authoritie, but they themfelves were armed therewith. And 
thus they remained till Murrays retume , who ac firft would not accept 
ofthe Place, whkhby theQueensdiredionwas refereed for him , bat 
being pteiTed by the reft, that they might hov&an cftaUifhcd and certain 
Head, tie yeelded to their requefts,and took therPlace and charge of Re- 
gent uponhim.Frora this time forward, Murray being Regent ^according 
as did' belong unto his place , hce was chief Commander in eve- 
ry thing*, yet was hee afsifted by Mortora faithful! : counfdl and 
advice, who did alfo many times funplythepubhek wants with his pri* 
Vatc meanes,in times of greateft neoefsitie* 
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Efpecially when Bothwell was to be purfued , who having put forth to Earle Bod* 
fea, and being turned Pirate, lay about Orknay, robbing all that came 
in his way, without fear of being followed, knowing wel that there was 
no money in the treafurie (he himfelf having emptied it) to rig out any 
/hipping again (l him.Then did Morton on his own charges provide 
Veflells, hire Mariners and Souldiours to go out after him. This was 
the fruit of his good husbandrie , and the good ufe he made of his par- 
iimonie and menagerie. Grange was fent Admirall , who came fo iud- r$ ^ j 
denly upon him, that he had well-nigh taken him before he was a- pmue ‘ 
ware, yetheefcaped in a light Pinnace over a craig in the fea , with 
fuch hazard , that it is thought to have grazed upon it. The Lion 
which followed after, being a Ship of greater bulk and burden , and 
which drew more water, ftuck faft upon k v fo that the men were con- 
ftrained to betake themfelves to their Cock-boat. The Bifhop of 
Orknay ( Bothwell to his name, who was hither to the Lord Haly-rude- 
houfe ) was laft in the Ship, and feeing the Boat loofing, called to them, 
to flay for him; but they oeing already fufficienrly laden , would not 
hear him. He feeing no other remedy, leapt into the Boat , having on 
him aCorfeletofproof, which was thought a ftrange leap , efpecially 
not to have over-turnedthe Boat.Thus the men were all faved , and the 
Earle Bothwell failed to Denmark.There being examined what he was, 
and whence he came : when he did not anfwer clearly and diftindlly, he Flees » Dei* 
was caft into prifon,and having lien there ten years, at laft he died mad. ^ 

The 15. of December, a Parliament was held at Edinburgh , where t he£. 
mod part of the Nobilitie were prefent , and amongft others, the Earle 
of Huntley, which whenthe Queen heard of, fhe raid , Bothncll might 
ms well have been there * as he ; meaning that they were both alike 
guiltie. In this Parliament , the Queens refignation of the Crown , 
the Kings Coronation , and Murrays Regencie were confirmed, their 
Fa 3 was approved that had taken the Queen at Carburie , and Wil- 
liam Douglas was authorized to keep her ftill in the Caftle of Logh- 
leven. • ■ • 

Things beingthus fettled, the Regent being acknowledged of all, and 
bis authoritie ratified, Religion eftablifhed ,& the fear of Bothwel remo- 
ved, they feemed to be in great furetie,yet were they never lefle fure •, for 
thefe very things which feemed to make them ftrong and fure, were the 
caufes of change,for many did envie theRegerit ,fome hated Religion, and 
others there were, that being rid of Bothwell, applied themfelves to the 
Queen,whom only out of hatred to Bothwell, they had forfaken. Of the 
laft fort was Secretary* CMctellane^ot the fecond *Tillebardin,who had al- 
fofome particular againft the Regent, which Writers do not fpecifie. 

The Hamiltons were of the firft Rank, who thought themfelves inju- 
red by him , and efteemed his Office due to them , together with 
Argyle , whofe mother arid Huntley , whofe wife was of the 
houle of Hamilton. Thefe had fome hopes from France , where 
Beton Archbifhop of Glafgow, lay as Lieger for the Queen , and 
fed them with faire promifes of men and money. Yet' they 
tarried things very ciofely , and made fhew of friendftiip to 
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thofe of the Kings fide, till fuch time as the Queen efcaped out of Logh- 
levert , by the means of George Douglas brotherto William of Loghleven, 
&nd to the Regent alfo by his mother. This George had corrupted a natu- 
ral 1 brotherof his who was often trufted by William wkh the Keyes of 
the Caftle. One day William being at dinner , this man defired the Keyes 
of him (as he had done divers times before ) to let out the Queens wait- 
ing Gentlewoman •, and having gotten them , he let out the Queen her 
felf in her Gentlewomans apparell , and masked. He alfo went out with 
her , and having locked the Gates, threw the Keyes into die Lake , and 
rowed the Queen over in the Boatto the Lake fide , where George an d 
TiUibarne were flaying for her with nine horfe onely. Our Writers /ay,k 
was without the mothers knowledge $ but others affirme , that /he had a 
hand in it, being moved wkh pity and comnufenuion to foe her Princeffe 
The Queen * n afl d upon the Queens promife to prefenre her fonne George , 

efcipes out of and pardon her other friends that were on her contrary fadaon amoogft 
i^ B 8 h Ma Ven ’ ^ hear no mention of Murray . Morton alfo was left out •, onely 

*** ’ ayi " it was agreed upon that his forfeiture fhould not prejudice their right to 
the Rarledome of Moircon. This fell out the feoond day of May 1 5 68. 

She went that night to Nidderie , where by the way the Lord Sotos, 
and fohn Tlamihonai Orbiftondid meet her : sod the next day they 
< went to Hamilton tvkh 500. horfe. The Regent was thoi at Glaigo w, 
keeping of juftiCe Courts. When theft news were. turaugbt to htm,lbrae 
counfelled him to go to Stirlm , where the King was , and where be 
would bethe ftronger. But William Douglas of Drumlenrig , not having 
the patience to ftay till it came tohisturneto fpeak , and before hisopi- 
nion Was asked : If you dofomy (feyes he) / will get me finttgia to tie 

Stiffen, as Bdyde hath done. Tor BoyAc indeed was gone to her,wichintes- 
tion(as he would’ have made t&ttn beleeve )toplay Hujhu’s part •, for he 
wrote back to Mortdnhy his Tonne, Chat he would be moaeilesdable^and 
do them better Tervidebeing wkh her , than if he fhould remain with 
them. There is a Proverb , a foot haokuari,-amilebackmrd ,aimk.a milli- 
on , and fo never forward : Whereby is fignified , that there is much mo- 
ment in the beginnings and'firfl efforts , and ‘great danger inrecoiling, 
and letting flip the prefent oppottnnitie. So thought Drumtemig * and 
the Lord Semplealfo was ofhis minde. 'Morton did confiraie.theirapi- 
nion , and reduced at large how necefl'ary it was for them to ftay Bill in 
Glafgow,fhewing that it was their beft to make all the hafee they -could, 
& thartheir fafetie did confift in celeritie^in regard that fo foon askwerC 
^knoWn that flie wasatlibertie , the opinion of her authoritie and. name of 
a Queen would daily draw more and more followers to her : specially 
feeing the moft remote parts of the Kingdome were moft affedHenatedito 
herfervice. -We are enough here(£, aid he) together with the T owns men ( who 
. "being enemies to the Ham iltons , weneed not doubt of their fdeltttie ) iorkeep 
y his. place , and make it good agaitift them. The' Cunning htuntssand Semples 
X potent families) are harder band y and fo-iothe Lennox. +ib&tfiil*gsioimp atui- 
ynonie : Nett her ‘uDouglofuhUe^enyf arm iff yitariStmiut-iSbire , uuAfhi 
'Earle of ^Martes Forces'. ThefeWlll fitffierro oppoft tbdenemietill (uohsimeus 
' cur. friends that dwell further off. heukvwtUfa^tMtt^vcs^ udgcmtntwasrre- 
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fpe<fted,and his opinion followed * whereupon meflengers were imraedi- 
atly difpatched, and fent into Lowthian ,and the Merfe , and other parts 
which lay farre off, to give them notice of their danger, and of their in- 
tentions * and to defire them to make all the hafte that pofsibly they 
could to come to their aid, and afsiftance. The firft that came was xhefieid *>r 
the Lord Hunt with 600. horfe the ninth of May*, upon his arrival!, they Langfide the 
intended to go diredfly to Hamilton, and dare the enemic, and force him '*■ °* Ms * - 
to fight. But that fame night (ere morning ) word was brought them, * 5 
that they were gathering their forces, and muftering their men to take the 
fields* for having gotten together 6ooo.men,and knowing by certain in- 
telligence, that they were not above 4000 with the Regent , confiding 
in their number, they purpofed to carry the Queen to the caftle of Dum- 
bartan, where lhexemaining in a place of fafety,they might manage, and 
profecute the wane according to their pleafure * and either ufe expedition 
tfierein,or draw it out at length , and linger as they fhould fee caufe, and 
finde it moft for their advantage. The Regent gheffing what their aime 
was, led alfo his armie forth into Glafgow- Moore , fuppofing they 
would have gone that way : but when he law them on the South fide of 
the river of Clide ,he made hafte , and crofted the river at the Bridge and 
Foords,to be before them in their way. I have heard it reported by thofe 
that live there about , that the Queens Souldiersdideftaytopaftethe 
river , and come to that fide where the Regent was , but one or two of 
the foremoft beingflainbyhismen,thcreftrefufedtogoonwithfuch 
hazard and difadvantage , and therefore they took the way of Ruther- 
glem, which leads to Dumbartan. The Regent perceiving their intent, 
commanded the horfemen to hye them quickly to Langfide Hill* which 
they did , and the reft; ofthe Army followed them fofaft , as that they 
were all got thither , before the enemie underftood their meaning. T wo 
things made for the Regents advantage * one was Argyles ficknefle,who 
•being overtaken with a f'udden fit of an Epilepfie , or Apoplexie, the Ar- 
my halted , and thereby gave the Regent time to choofe his ground, 
though he came a further way about. The other was , their confidence 
in their number, and defpifing of the fmall number of their enemies, who 
were indeed fewer than they , yet were they moe than they were aware 
of. For having marched over hils and dales , they never had a full view 
of them to know their number aright and perfe&ly. When they came 
within a little of the hill , perceiving that it was already taken by the Re- 
gent, they retired to another little hil juft over againft it, where they drew 
up their Companies, and put their men in order. Argyle was Lieutenant,' 
and led the Rere-ward. With him there was the Earles of Caflils , Eg- 
linton,and Rothufe , the Lords Seton, Somervaile, Yefter, Borthwick, 

Sanwhere ,Boyde , and Rofte, with divers Gentlemen of good quality. 

The Vant-guard was committed to Claude Hamilton of Pafley fonneto 
the Duke , and Sir f fames Hamilton of Evendale , confifting moft of Ha- 
w//f<vw;together with their friends and followers. Stuart of Caftlc- 
ton , ana Arthur Hamilton of Mmmton , were Commanders of the 
Musketiers , which were fome 300. The Lord Harris commanded the 
horfemen , which were moft part Borderers , defenders and fervants to 
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his brother the Lord Maxwell. The Regent did likewife divide his m£ll 
in two battels , the Vant-guard was conduced by Morton,with whom 
Were the Lord Hume , and Semple. The Regent himfelf was in the Reer, 
and with him CM or re , Glencairne , Monteith , thej Lord Ruthven , 
Ocblctree , and Kirkart , with the fmall Barons of the Lennox , and the 
Citizens of Glafgow. The horfemen were committed to William Dou- 
glas of Drumlenrig , and Alexander Home of Martderfton , and fohn Car - 
michellof Catmichell. They were inferiour in horfe, and therefore upon 
the fir ft encounter they retired , and fell back to the footmen , who made 
out to fuccour them , and drave back the enemies horfe by the means of 
the High- Landers, efpecially who bellowed a flight of arrowes amongft 
them , and fo galled them , that they could no longer endure it. 
The Queens Vant-guard coming to joyn battell with the Vant-guard of 
the enemy , marched through a narrow Lane , near unto which the Re- 
gents (hot were placed in the Yards , Gardens, and Orchards of the Vil- 
lage of Langfide fo conveniently , that they being at covert did anno/ 
the eiiemie , and (hoot at them as at a mark without any danger , or hurt 
to themfelves. In this Lane many were llain before they could get 
through*, and having parted it they were artaulted by Morton very fierce- 
ly with Pikes and Speares , and other long Weapons on both fides of the 
l.ane. They fought very eagerly a while , in fo much that when their 
long Weapons were broken , being fo clofe together , that they could 
hot draw their Swords , they fell to it with Daggers, and Stones , and 
and what focamd readied to hand. In the midft and heat of the fight, 
xMackfarlane with his High-Landers fled out of the laft Ranks of the 
Regents Companies ( as our Writers fay ) but indeed it was from this 
Wing where they were placed • , as I have heard it of thofe that were pre- 
fent. The Lord lindfaj, who flood next to him in the Regents own bat- 
tell , when he law them go away *, Letthemgo (faith he) and be not afraid , 

I flail fnpply their flace : and withall ftepping forward with his Company, 
charged the enemy afrelh. Their long Weapons being broken , and 
themfelves well nigh overcome before , they were not able to fuftainea 
new impreflion , but turned their backs, and fled* The Regent and his 
Squadron Hood ftill and kept their Ranks and places , till they law that 
the vidlory was clearly theirs , and that the erteihy did flee diforderly* 
then they alfo brake their order and foliowedthe chafe , in the which 
moe Were killed, than in the fight $ and that moll part by the High- Lan- 
ders i- who feeing that their fide had the day , returned and made great 
flaughterto make amends fortheir former fleeing. There were many 
wounded and many taken j but 300. llain , who had been many moe, 
had not the Regent fent horfemen throughout all quarters with com- 
mand to fpare the fleers. There were taken of note * The Lord Seton^nd 
Roffe, Sir fames Hamilton , the Sheriff of Aire , and Linlithgow with o- 
thers. On the Vidlors fide One man onely llain , fohn Balonie of 
Preflon in the Merfe, a fervant of Mortons : few hurt , the Lord Hume 
With a llone on the face very ill t and Andrew Stuart Lord Ochletree, 
by the Lord Harris. The Queen , who Hood as a fpe&atour about a mile 
, feeing the field loll , fled e way with the Lord Harris , and his horfe- 
- men.' 
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men.For after he was repul fed by the Regents Vant-guard,and the High- 
Landers ,he went to her, and ftayed by her. From thence (lie fled to Eng- 
land, fufpedting the Lord Harris his fidelitie. Some do reckon amongft 
the caufes of this vidfcory, a contention which fell out between fohn Stu- 
art ^nd Arthur Hamilton jlwo Captains ofthe Qyeens Mufquetiers , who 
that morning before they fet out, ftrove for precedencie , and the matter 
being referred to the Queens decifion , {lie adjudged it to Stuart for the 
names fake and becaufe he had been fometime Captain of her Guard; 

Hamilton took this fo ill , that when they came neare to the enemie J he 
cryed out aloud , Where are now theje Stuarts that did conteft for the firjl place , 
let him now come and take it. The other heat ing him, anfwered prefently : L.wgfidc/o& 
And fo J will , neither /halt tboujior any H amilton in Scotland jet his foot be- May 1 j. 1 56*. 
fore me to day : whereupon they ruihed forward unadvifedly , and were 
followed as mconfiderately by Claude Hamilton of Pafley , wit h the Vant- 
guard , which was the occafion of their difeonfitum. The battell was 
fought the 1 3. of May , eleven dayes after the Queen came out of Logh- 
leven. The Regent returned to Glafgow, and after publick thankfgiving 
for the vittorie,and mutuall congratulation , the reft ofthe day was fpent 
in taking order with the prifoners. Morton fought to have had the Lord 
Seton in his keeping , buc he was withftood by Andrew Ker of Fadunfide, 

Whofe prifoner he was, whether out of fear of hard dealing towards him, 
or left he fliould lofe his thanks in faving of him, wherefore Morton mo* 
deftly defifted. 

The day after they went into Cliddefdale,and caft down Draphan,and 
fome Houfesthat belonged to the Bamiltons. Afterward there was a day 
appointed for a Convention ofthe Eftates at Edinburgh , for ftaying of 
which the other fadtion did ufe all poflible means. Th^y caufed rumours 
to be fpread of fome help to comeout of Frances hich had come indeed 
under the condudf of <JMartige ( ofthe Houle of Luxemburg j but that 
the Civill Warres at home made him to be Called back again. The Earle 
of Argyle came to Glafgow with 600. horfe , and had fome conference 
With the B amilton t , and others of chat fa&ioa , but they not agreeing, he 
went home again and did nothing.Huncley alio with looo.med was 
coming toward Edinburgh , and was on his journey as farre as the water 
of Erne , but the Bridges and Foords being guarded by the Lord Ruth* 
ven, he went like wife home again. Laft of all they procured Letter* 
from the Queenof England , in which fliedelired that they would delay 
the meeting till fuch time as the were informed of their proceedings, and 
juftneffe of their caufe why they took Arms againft their Queen het 
Coufin, of whofe wrongs (he behooved to cake notice j and be fetifible, 

It was hard to offend het, but harderto fuffcr theiradvetfarks to gam tbo 
poynf they aimed at > -which was in the Queens name , and by her autho* 
ritietokeepameetirtgiitnd tofofttitall thOfe who wereontheK.fide^ • 

• having already appointed a dayfor that pnrpofc. Wherefore they go on 
With th6.it 1 Convention , and punifhfomc few for example to terrifie o- 
thers. And lot fuppieffing tnfc daily incurfiortS of the Niddifdale , A- 
nandalej and Galloway then , they railed an Army, of 5000. borfe, and 
tooo. Musketiers ; which expedition * becaufe hwas ottotoqtbje for thd 
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extreme fcarcitie of vi&uals whtothey cametoHoddam , was c^lkcL 
TheR^derf TheRoad^ofHoddatn : They fet forth from Edinburgh the n of June* 
m ' knd returned thither againe the 26. ■ 

The chief thing that they did inthat journey , was * that they feiied 
the houfes of Bog-hall , Crawford, San where, LOgh- wood, Boddam* 
Logh-Maban,and Anrland. Logh-Maban is a houfc of the Kings^ 
and was then in the Lord CWanwels keeping: but now being furrendred, 
Drmtlirtriggc is made keeper of it * who Was alfo made Warden of the 
Weft Marches. Affoone as the Regent was gone from thence with hit 
Armie, Manvels folks, who had hidden themfelves in fodie fee ret comer 
of the Caftle, turned out Drumlenrigges men, and fe-pofleflied themfelves 
' • thereof again. Logh-wood belonged to fohnfbn , Hoddam to the 
Lord Hams , and the reft to their feverall Lords and Owners, which 
were all (bared > on hope of their promifed obedience t Onely Skiriiii 
was rated, and Ken- Moore , a houle of Loghen- varres , who was obfti* 
nate, and Would hot yteld upon any condition. The Regent and M#im 
lent Sir Dato'td Htaisc of Wedderbume to him , who was brother to hi$ 
tvifejbut no entreatie nor threatning could prevail, with turner move him 
to fubmit himfelfe : When theythreatnea to pulldown his houfc , he 
faid. They (hould by (b doing fave him a labour *, for he meant to take it 
down himfelfe) and build it up again better:. Which was performed on 
bothfldeS: for it was caft down (the t6 of July ), and he did afterward 
re-edifie it much better. Many yeelded, divers flood out, of whom there 
came a thou (and within a mile of the Regents Camp. Who were their 
heads, is not mentioned, but as yet Maxntel, rfejtnfton, Laghcn-hjorrty and 
Co&chiti were not come in * ana whether it were any. of thefe , or fome 
other, we have norlearned . Mortbn and the Lord H$me with a thoufand 
horfe went out againft them, but they were gone before they caroeneere, 
and fled to the Boggs and wafteMarHhesi 

rheftegent In their return, at Peebles they received Letters agajn from the 

gMtoEng- Queen 0 f England , wherein (he renewed her former requeft tothem, 
that they would fend fome up to her to inform herof the equity Of their 
cau fe. The Regent himfelfe undertakes the journey , with. whom went 
the Bifhop of Orknay, Mafter Pifiatne Abbot of Dum- 
fermeling, Sir WiUiam Metellan Secretary , Mafter 'panes OMackgilf, Ma- 
fter Henry Banavts , and Mafter Oebrge Buchanan* The Queene having 
heard their Juft ificktion and Defences , • made an (wen ,■ That (hefaw, no- 
thing for the prefent to obje& againft their proceedings, yet (bfclefired 
them to leave fome of their company behinde, toanfwer to-fuch^hings 
as might be objected afterward by their Queens Ambaftadoufs* .While 
they are there , Du he Hamilton came o Ver out of France, and defired the 
Queene of England to caufe CMurrnj give over the Regents place to him, 
being (fts ht 11 ledged ) his due , ftcing he was pext heire to the Cro wue. 
But the. Queen perceiving that he intended to make fome (line , and to 
rkile new troubles in Scotland, commanded him to flay, And not depart 
till he were lkenfed. The Regent With his company was difmi(Tcd,and 
returned into Scotland the 2 of February. Within * while after , the 
Dt&e returned alfo , being made Lieutenant for tfieimprifoned Queene. 
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and adopted to behirr father. U§ fttfrt forth: hfe Proclamations y fcom- 
Inanding thit no authority fhoridtje Obeyed jErifdiie 4 'which ■ no mah 
would obey : And that none' mighe#e!& him 4'tht Regent wejitto Glad 

f ’ ow with an Armie,->ahd there HdbtfitJh Uame W hhttv ^ pfQinifing to 
cknowlfedge the King ‘and Regents -‘arithopitib^ he* £avw pledged to 
be kept , till fuch time as hefohidd'dd it ;• prefixing a <<WHiwhen 
he would conic in. • Whenthfeifajr was Como v became toESlinborghi, 
ind begah to fiiift,ahd defire a lortgttddy 4 While* he might' Mum • the 
Queens confent. Then being asked'what ‘heWdulddo ifncfieQueert 
Would not give hefcortfent-, he ahfwered vthatbe' would do>: nothings 
and what he had dohfc already, he had done it Out's f fear. : Hereupon he 
ind the Lord Ha rris were ftnt to jrirlfott-tn thfc Caftle of Edinburgh. 
The next to betaken Ofder with J w < efe Argyle , y and Huiitleyj .Both had 
been bqfie in the RegttitSabfenee y-jbilt nbt-aHkej Argylehsdonely 
fhowne hirtifelf in the fields , but haddOne hurt j to . no' tsastti ^ Huntleys 
cafe was worfe, he had vexed the Mcmes and’ Angus, made Lieutenants 
about the water of Dee , and behaved himfttf id wHHingswi if Wffhad 


been King. After much debate , • Argyle was-’ onely made to take- an ; 
bath, that he fhould be obedient in time comings and Huntley was alfo 
pardoned, favethat he was ordained to make fatisfa&ion and refticution 
to the parties who were robbed &nl fpoyled byhim and his followers! 

Por the performance bfwhicb 4 thep Regent andMbfion wenttaAber- 
«fene,Elgiri,and Inriet-iieffe,with>tWo Cdmpahitshfc Harquebufiars, and 
faufqueaers , where having received hbftages-' ahdfditties df Huntley, 
they returne to Perth, to holds Convention oftfieStares. r: . j , .• 

Thither were brought two Packets of Letters: from the two Queens* 

•The Queen of England made ChreePrbpofitions. : Eirft, that the Kings * 
Mother might be it ffored to her former Place-arid Grown. Secondly, 
that if they Would riot yeeld to that, yet that her name might be, u fed in 
all Writs,and joyned with her tonnes, and that the Government fhould 
continue in the Regents hands.The third & laft was, that if none of thefc 
could be granted , {ht might be fuftered to live a private life> as another 
fubjett, withas much refpeft and honour as could be given to her j with- • 
but prejudice of the King.This laft was accepted,the reft rejeded.Queen 
Jdary in her Letters defired,that the Judges might determineofher.raar- 
riage with Bothwel,and if it were found to be unlawfull,that they would 
declare it to be null, and pronounce her free from him. To this they an- 
fwered,that they fawno reafon of fuch hafte. He being able nt, and out of 
the Countrey beyond lea, the laws allowed himthreefcore day rafter he 
was futamonedat the fhore indPeet of Lehh*, beforc whichcime were 
expired, the Judges could riot give out any fetttence.But if fhe hadfueh a 
mindeto be rid of him, her filortefi cut Were to write to theKing of Den- 
mark, tb execute him' for his murder and Piracies The reafon whytbey 
would not have her marriage with B^hwel di(folv<d } Was,coihwoeriher 
inatchirigwith the DukeofMorthfolk;' who Wouldnotadveahne Upon 
tmceftUfcties $ & he could hot be fum,{blong a? hdf maraiageWirJv Both* 
wel flood firm*, he being 4 live,& no legal divorcement baicbin yet obtai- 
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work put feme better effe# than di4 appear for the prefenc. For thi 
ents frieads in England bed written to him. That Northfolks Plop 
the Queens, was fo laid , fo ftrong and cunningly conveighed , that 
no power, wit, or wifedoroe was able to refill it * yea, though all the reft 
of Brittain would oppofe it , yet he remained ftcadfaft , and fent to the 
Qpcen of England one of his Domefticks , to acquaint her with Q^een 
lMatUs Petition, and their anfwer. But fbe not being fotisfied with the 
Bcarer,J(#&ff* JAW* ( Abbot ofDuinfermling) was lent to her from a 
Convention boldeh at Srirlin for the nonce. About the very fame time 
that he came to London^thcDuke of Northfolke was committed to the 
Tower ("the u.ofO&ober) and the confpiracie djfcovcrcd , thepartie 
ftill fcnuiiun^ fo ftron^iihit (be pot4vins to incddlc with 
rjf.was purpoledto hive Pent her into Scotland by fea * but things begin- 
ning to fettle, (he altered that refolution* Now in confidence of this fo 
ftrong a partie, Secretary Mttellw had cakeh himfelf to that fide, and 
ftirred up all he could agiinft the Regent. He had fo dealt with the 
Lord Hmi % and Grange ( Captain of the Caftle of Edinburgh ) that he 
had brought them over to that party . f Hereupon he is fent for to Stir- 
lin, whither he ctfre,aod brought along wkh him, the Earle of Athole 
to intercede for him, if need were* There Tbm** Crcoford ( afterward 
Captain Crmftrd) a follower of the Earle of Lennox, accufed him of be- 
ing acceftaric to the late Kings deathi whereupon he was committed to « 
dofe chamber in the Caftle* Sir fmu Bdfw* ( one of his Compli- 
ces) was aUo fent for, and the Convention were of opinion , that both 
of them ihould be ufed as enemies to the Kihg^nd gwltie of trtafon.But 
the Regents lenitie marred all* he pardoned Sitftmit and fent UMctcl- 
Im to Edinburgh , to.be kept by AkkvhUr U*wt of North- Berwick* 
Grtmtt counterfeiting the Regents hand , brought a Warrant to Alt- 
xtMttf to deliver ^AftnBtttt to him^which he did s and fo Grange carri- 
ed him up to the Caftk. 

Alter this, the Regent went to the Merfe * and fpake with the Lord 
#i»M,whom he found to be alienate from the Kings fide^nd inclined to 
the North- folcian Fa&on. From thence he went to Jedburgh, where' 
Morton and others came to him. He paft with them to Hawick ( the 
ao.of O&ober) and from thence he rode through the whole Dales » be 
tiding on the Scottilh fide upon the Borders,**} a Company of Englilh- 
toen oaths Englilh fide * that they might not flee from one fide to ano* 
thcr,nor any of them efcapc, He lay two nights at Cannabce , one at 
Cofkhae^ holme, two on the water of Milke , and fo came to Dumfreis* 
In this ciicuke he qonftrained the Borderers to put in pledges aod ho- 
mages ( to the number of 7 * .) for keeping of the peace and good order, 
whereby hfc give great contentment to the whole Countrey, and gained 
great reputation and admiration, even of his very enemies. He returned 
to Edkfeighbefbrb the ii.of November , the day appowtfd for the 
triall and amighment of Secretary MttilUat. There finding (hat he had 
aficmbledfo many gwat wentbat were for him (HamilmeiHuotley^*- 
dVMad others ) htadjawenld the anaigomem, deferred chejnefae- 

ibtiBfcThK F^knwvaow become very powerfd*> owy wew Men 
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off from the Regent •, many had joyned therofelves to theNorth-folci- 
ans, relying mainly on the Dukes power. Aftd although he were now 
committed, yet the Faction held gopd , and the plot went on. The 
Earles of Northumberland .arid Wefynerland , with fix thoufand 
jFoot,and two thoufand Horfe, came with difplayed Banner to Durham! 
and there, burnt the Bible and Service-Book, heard Made in Darntdn,and 
befieged Bernard- Caftle, which was rendered Upon compofition. But 
.being purfued by the Earle of Warwick , with an Army 6f twelve 
thoufand, and Suflek with another of feven thoufand men , they were 
forced to flee into Scotland about the 22.of December , and putfhem- 
felves into the hands of theeves that lived on the Scott i(h Border , with 
whom they abode and lurked a while , but riot very long. ForiMorton 
dealt with one Hector \^A‘rmc Jlrang^by Sir John Carmichael, aria got the: 
fearle of Northumberland into his hands , and delivered him to the Re- ' 
gent 5 hee fent him to bee kept In Loglvleveri a prifoner , being Nonhumbtr- 
an cnemie ho lefle to him and the Kings fide, that! to Queen Bit- land taken, 
tcabeth. ; . 

This made her give the better ear to Robert fitcarne , Ambafladouf 08 ’**"* 
from the Regent, and to defift from requefting any more, that Queen 
CM ary might bd reftored again to her former place and eftate, . Shed 
declared alfo,that (he took that which the Regent, had done very kiride- 
ly in pacifying the Borders, apprehending Northumberland, and irnpri- 
foning of hitn,purfuing Weftmerland and his Faction , as enemies , hi$ 
offering his beft aid and afliftance to her Captains arid Governour of Ber- 
wick.She promifed to be ever mindefull ofthefehis good offices , arid 
good-will fhewed towards her, and that fhe fhoiitd be readie to aid him 
When he fhould need yea , that he might ufe arid'command all the For- 
ces in England as his own . Thus by the over-throw of the Englifii Re- 
bels,by the favour of the Queen of England , and the love of his Coun- 
ercy people at home, the Regent was more ftrengthened , arid the Kings 
fide became the more powerfull. His adverfaries therefore feeing no ci- 
ther remedic,refolved to cut him off, and make biro away by treachery. 

James Hamilton of Both well- haw ke, ( one whofe life the.Kegent Bad. 
fpared before, when he was taken prifoner in the field bearing arms i- 
gainft him ) under-tookto kill him. Wherefore having watched his op- 
portunitie,when the Regent was at Lithgow,he placed himfelt in a houfe 
there,by which the Regent was to pafle as lie rode out of the town , and 
(hot him with ari Harquebufe out at a window* the Bullet whereof , af- 
ter it had gone through the Regent, killed the Horfe of George Dou- 
glas of Park-head,a naturall brother, of the Earle Mortons. This 
fell out the 21. of January 1569, The Regent finding himfelfhurt, ^ a ^ fg ^ 
alighted from his horle , went to his lodging , and died ere midnigbc* at Lubgow. 
Bothwell-hawke , who had done the deed ,' haying mounted upon a‘ 
horfe which hee had (landing ready, for hini of purp'ofe ,’ efcaped uri- 
taken. : . . 

He was much famertted of sfll, but efpedally of Morton,whohad beft 
reafon to be (enfible ofthis lofle , feeing by his death the common caufe 
did want a main pilUr and fupporter thereof ^ and th^ Kings fidewhicfi 
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he followed , was deprived of a fufficient and able leader. He himfelf al- 
fo had loft a dear friend , with whom he bad fo long entertained honeft 
and faithfoU friendlhip , and who had borne fo great a part of that heavie 
burden, and weight of State affairs with him. For now the whole bur- 
den of guiding the Kfagdome and managing the State lay upon him al- 
tnoft alone , and that even in the time of the two fucceeding Regents, for 
the fpace of fome three years, or thereby. They indeed bare the name* 
and the aufchoritie, but he was the man by whole advice and counfell , by 
yvhofe travels and paines both of body and minde , yea and upon whole 
charges alfo (often times ) moft things were performed,till at laft he him- 
felf was chofen Regent , and did then all things alone without a helper, 
This was well known to all , and was plainly lpoken in the time of Len- 
nox his Regencie. A ftaff under a Hood (fo they termed Lennox.) Mor- 
ton rules a)l. Yet was itnot fo altogether, neither was Lennox fo devoide 
of judgemeht , but behaved himfelf very well, very judicioufly,courage- 
oufly , dnd couitioufly (even in Mortons abfence)m the taking of Pafley 
and Dumbartan , ana in his courteous ufage of the Lady Fleming , who 
Was within the Caftle pf Humbaitan. Onely becaufe matters feemed to 
rely moft upon Mortons good advice, adion, and means $ the ruder inter- 
preters made that hard conftru<3ion of it , asifMortdn , becaufe he did 
much, had therefore done all , as commonly men are wont to judge and 
foeak. And it is very true that is faid of Lennox in that Epitaph of him* 
famam virtute refellit. Y et it cannot be denied, but that even while Mur- 
ray was Regent , Morton did very much •, and though he were not equal! 
with him in place and dignitic , for there was but one Regent , yet he was 
Rich a fecond as might well be efteemed a yoke- fellow both in confult- 
ing and performing , being a partaker with him ih all perrils and bur- 
dens. So that of an that is fet down here of Murray , Morton was ever 
an equall lharer , and may juftly challenge the one halfas his due; And 
therefore it is that we have been fo particular, and infilled fo long in Mur- 
rayes actions, becaufe of Mortons perpetuall concurrence with him in alt 
things, and his intereft in every buuneffe. Wherefore we hope it will not 
be thought impertinent to our Hiftorie thus to have handled them , al- 
though Morton were not the foie a&or , fince he was a prime and maine 
one. For whofo will rightly confider , (hall finde that laying to be true 
of thefe two , which Permenio faid of lexander and himfelf {Nihil Ale- 
xander ahfque Permenione, multa Permenio abfque ALexandro ) being ap- 
plied to Morton. For Morton did many things without Murray , but 
Murray nothing without Morton. And thus it went even when Murray 
was dive, when dl acknowledged his authority . 

Now he being dead, many fwarved , many made defe&ion •, and , as if 
they had forgotten what they had promifed , became open enemies. The 
Kings party was weakened , the aaverfe party ftrengrhened both by for- 
rain and home-bred power. Fear might have terrified him, eafefollici- 
ted , honour and profit allured him to have left it, and joyned with the o- 
ther fide. But he ihrinks not for any perill , hatred, or envie, for no pains 
or travell to be fuftained , no cafe or fecurity could allure him , no hope 
of favour , of riches > of honour could move him to abandon it. Which 
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•doth evidently jqftifie , and dear him of all the imputations which the 
yvit of man can devife,or imagine again ft him. Whether it bechat he con- 
spired with Murray to make him King : he was now dead , and that hope , 
with him : Or if it be any particular end and aime of his own , what ap- 
pearance is there that he could have any private end , which he followed 
, forth with certain danger , and uncertain event, or profit ? For clearing 
. of which * let us weigh the parties , and the forces and meanes at home 
land abroad on both fides. Firft there were of the Queens fide Duke Har 
milton , Argyle, Athole, Huntley, almoft all pettiePrinces in their levc- 
jall Countries and Shires. Alfothe Earles of Crawford, Rothufe , Eg- 
linton, Cafiils , the Lord Harris 5 with all the Maxwels , Loghenvarre^ 
Johnfton *the Lord Seton, Boyde, Gray , Oglevie, Levingfton,Flemin, 
Oliphant, the Sheriffof Air, and Linlithgow, Balclcugh , Famihaft , and 
Tillibardine. The Lord Hume did alfo countenance them , though few, 
pf his friends or name were with him , fafe one rrieane man , Ferdinand « 
of Broom- houfe. (JMetellanxht Secretarie (a great Polititian)and Grange 
an adtive Gentleman , who was Captain of the Caftle and Proveft of 
the Town of Edinburgh * they had the chief Caftles and places of 
ftrength in their hands , Edinburgh, Dumbartan , Logh-Maban. France 
did affift them > Spain did favour them , and fo did his Holinefle of 
Rome, together with all the Roman Catholiques every wbere.Their fa- 
ction in England was great , all the North-folcians , Papifts , and male- 
contents had their eye upon Queen <JKary. Neither was foe (though in 
prifon) altogether unufefull to her fide : for befides her countenance, and 
colour of her authoritie (which prevailed with feme) (he had her rents in 
France , and her Jewels , wherewith (he did both fupport the common 
caufe , and reward her private fervants and followers efpecially they ♦ 
ferved her to furnilh Agents and Ambaffadours to plead her caufe , and 
importune her friends at the Court of France , and England j who were 
helped by the banifhed Lords, Dacres, and Weftmofeland , to ftirre up 
f orraine Princes all they could. T bus was that partie now grown great, 
fo that it might feeme both (afevand moft advantagious to follow it. The 
other was altnoft abandoned , there were but three Earles that took part 
with Morton at firft * Len/iox , Marre, Glencairne. Neither werethefc 
tomparable toany one of the’foremoft foure. InFyfe there was the Lord 
Lhtdfaj , and Glames in Angus , no fuch great men, and no wayes equal! 
to Crawford, and Rothufe. The Lord Semple was but a Ample one in 
refpe& of Caffils , Maxwell , Loghenvarre , and others. Methvaine in 
Stratheme a very mean Lord ? Ochlecree amongft the meaneft that bare 
the title of a Lord , and yet Kirkart was meaner than he , both in men ' 
and means. Neither was Ruthven fo great , but that Tillibardine , and 
Oliphant were able to overmatch him. They had no Caftles but Sfirlin 
and Tancallon , which belonged to Morton Th e commons indeed were 
very forwardly fet that way , but how uricerraine and unfure a prop is the 
Vulgar i England did befriend them tome times , but not fo fully as they, 
needed * and even fo fane as did concern their own fafecie. So that when 
all is duely confidered, we ihall not finde any ground for one to build on, 
ihil waidd fieek nothing elfe , but his own private ends ofhonour or pre- 
* - ferment.' 
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fermfent. Wherefore it is no wonder if Secr^tarie CMcttlUnc^ and Grange 
( men that fought themfelves oneiy ) did joyne with that partie which 
Was likeft to thrive and profper , in all difcourfe of reafon and humanfe 
wifedothe. Neither can any rrian think that Morton did aime at his owh 
greatneffe,or that it wa$ out of any ffelf-fefped that he followed the othet 
partie with fuch difadvantage, if we will acknowledge that he was a wife 
and judicious man. And therefore if wefearchwith anunpartialleye, 
what could have been the motives that made him cleave fo ftedfaftly to 
this caufe , we {hall findfe them to have been no particular of his own, not 
any thing elfe befides the equitie and juftnefle thereof ( as he conceived ) 
his love to the young King , as his King and Kinfman, together With the 
prefervation of Religion , and the welfare of his Countrey i which he 
thought did ftand , and fall with this quarrell and caufe. This in all like* 
lihood hath been his minde which whether it was right or wrong , let 
them difpute who lift ; ourpurpofe is orlcly to fhew fo farre as may be 
gathered by difcourfe of reafon , what it was that did induce him to fol- 
low this courfc. 

Now although he had berit all his power and endeavours this way -,yee 
there lacked not fome who did blame him , as not zealous enough to re- 
venge Murrays death.His brothers Uterine{ Loghleven ,and BuchainJ cra- 
ved juftice agaiuft the murtherers 5 fo much the rather, for that he was 
not flairi for any private quarrell or enmitie , but for the publick defence 
of the King and Countrey. When it came to a confultation, fome were of 
opinion, that thofe who were fufpe&ed, fhould be fummoned to appear a- 
gainft a certain day, according to cuftome,and brder of Law.Others again 
thought that fuch procefle and legall proceeding needed not to be obfer- 
ved toward them, who had already taken arms to maintain by force, whac 
they had committed by treacherie and treafon , but that an Army fhould 
be levied againft them-, and not only againft them, but alfo againft all fuch 
as had been declared Rebels by the former Parliament. But Morton did 
not like ofthis laft courfe,nor Athole : becaufe neither was that meeting 
frequent enough to determine of thofe things : and befides, they forefaw 
that the joyning of many faults would take away or diminifh, and make 
men forget the principall and to mingle other crimes with the murther 
were but fo make all the guiltie,in what ever kinde,to joyn with the mur- 
therers , and fo raife a generall and open infurfe&ion , and a moft dange- 
rous CiVill Warre. Wherefore they deferred all tilt the firft of May ,the 
day appointed fora Convention, as alfo for choofing of a new Regent. 
Thefedelayes were motioned by Secretary t^MetelUm^ho ( at Granges 
requeft,tipon his Oath that he was innocent of theKings and Regents mur- 
thdr,and of the Rebellion raifed in England, and having found fureties to 
appear , and anfwer whchfoever he fhould be legally purfued ) was relea- 
fed by the Nobility here conveened.For what ever refpe<ft MettUam made 
this motion , Athole confented to if , and Morton alfo , becaufe he faW 
there could be noorderly proceeding at this time. This was ill taken of 
the vulgar , who did interpret this delay, of which they knew MetcUane to 
be authour, to be nothing elfe but a plot of his to gain time to ftrengthen 
his ownfa&ion-, and that Murrayes death might be forgotten, or at leaft 
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iheheitdf revenging it might cool , uld relent , which they thought 
fiiould not have been granted, and given way to. This was done the 1 4. 
i>f February, the day after the Resents Funeral!. « 

The iy. of February, Argyle , and Boyde, wrote to Morton from 
Clafgow * where the principal! of the Queens fide were conveened, tha? 
they were willing to joyn With the reft of the Nobility againft fuch as 
were guilty of the Regents death j but bcciufeit was not yet pertaftly 
known who they were, they defined that they might meet , and cpnferrt 
about it, fo that they of the Kings fide would come to Lkhgow,or Fawr 
kirk ,orStirlin,f or they would riot come to Edinburgh. Morton did impact 
the bufineffe , and communicate thefe Letters With MtuUw{te they bf d 
wifhed him to do ) but he refufingio raeetany where elfc five m Edin- 
burgh >there was no meeting at this time.But afterward the i4.ofFebn»- 
ty , they came to Morton to Dalkeeth , and laboured to p&fwadc him tp 
tome over to their fide * but he was fo fane from iiftening to them , that 
he did iffure them , he Would fiand to the maintenance of the Kingsau- 
khority totheutmoft othis power. It maybe , fome will think that this 
conftanciedid proceed from diftruft , according to that Pfeudo politick 
and Mathiaviilian maxim, 4* a/foi fawn fardini , who onefc ofifends^ie- 
ver forgives : and that hb thought his feult To great in oppofingthe 
Queen, that it could not be pardoned. But why fhould he have thought 
(o (» His was no greater , than were Comb of thelts, who were pardoned - 
than the Lord fimnes by name. And certainly by all appearance^ could 
have made a far better mends:he might have put an end w the controvert 
fic > and rfeftdted the Queen again to her own place , which might have 
fiifficiendy expiaced all his former tr&nfgreflions. Wherefore we may 
luftly call k conftancy * which was accompanied with courage,in under- 
taking fd hard and difficult a task , and with wifedome in atchieviiig, and 
brindng of it thrdugh.Inthe beginning of March he went to Edinburgh, 
whither the principals ofthe othernarty mmcalfo, Huntley, Cranford, 
Oglebee^d the Lord Hume, Sett^amiMeceU^^ but few 

With Morton, till Mkrfkaisd Glcncairhfc Came into him. The next day 
after, iheymettocdnfuhof bufirieffe ybvihoci&b&k wap^b&nf 
< whofe power was great ) they could conclude nothing. Wherefore 
Huntley goes to him,With intentioftto bring him along with him, but he 
came back without him , which every body thought was done by 
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Scirlin to Edinburgh agaiaft die i . of Mar , W bich Was the day appointed 

fora Convention ofthe States * batthe Lords of thecoayranr pame lay 

fctfe way at Linlithgow, Wodoa goes feigi fepieet hna 
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Virile both fide to Edinburgh the 3 p. of April, ateemAwelvaa Clocka^ 
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night. Thus were the two parties * the onfeat Linlithgow , the other is 
Edinburgh •, each accusing other and blaming other as authoUrs of diiTeii- 
tion ; yet they at Edinburgh offered to yeeld unto any thing, and to come 
to any terms of agreetaent,which might not be prejudicial! to the K. au- 
thority; add upon condition that they would allure them of their concuN 
rertce to avenge the late Kings, and Murrayes flanghter. i But they were fo 
ferre f rom accepting of thefe conditions , that on the contrary they chofie 
three Lieutenants tor the Queen, Arran; Argyle , and Huntley , they ap^ 
pointed alfo a Parliament to be held in her name the 3. or 4. of Auguft 
at Linlithgow. In this mean time, Sir William Drury with 300. horfe,and 
1000. foot came into Scotland to purfue the Queens Rebels, and fuch as 
received them ( as was given out ) but the Lords at Linlithgow fearing 
they might be brought againft them , afloon.as they heard of their co- 
ining , went tdWard Glafgow , and be liege d the Caftle thereof , which 
iMwte had in keeping. But he being ablent , indnot above 24. of the 
Garrifon Soiildiers within , the Caftle notwithstanding was fo well de- 
fended, that having flain moe of thd befiegerstKan they were themfelves 
in number, after ft* dayesftay , hearing ofthe approaching ofthe con- 
tary partie , they raifed their fiege > and went every man unto his own 
home. The Kings fide with Drurj (and the Englifh ) went into Clidcfif- 
dale, and caft down Hamilton^nd other Houfes belonging to the Queens 
fadtion. After this the Englifh returned to Berwick , and Morton did go 
along with them the 3. of June, having ftayed forae 20. or 22. dayes; 
from the 2. of May; .■ 

' The 1 3; of July -1 370. they chofe' Lennox to be Regent, in a Con- 
vention holden at Stirlin , ana gave him the oath to obferve the Laws; 
and to maintain the profefTed Religion. His firft care was to ftay the Par- 
Himent, which the contrary partie had appointed to be kept at Linlith- 
gow in Auguft. Wherefore he fends to Grange for fome pieces of Ord- 
nance but of the Caftle of Edinburgh : but he refufed to fend any, preten- 
ding that he would be a procurer of peace, and not an inftrument of War; 
and (bedding of Scottifh bloud. Notwithftanding hereof, the Regent 
goes to Linlithgow with 5000. men the 3. of Auguft , where he could 
fee no appearance of a Parliament, nor of any meeting, nor hear no news 
of them at all, five that Huntley had been at Brechin , and placed a Gar- 
rifon there of fome hired Souldiers , and that he had alfo commanded 
them to provide vi&uals and lodging for fome thoufands of men againft 
the iO. of Auguft. Hereupon the Earle of Morton made haftetogota 
Brechin ,to furpriae them before they were aware , land fent word to thd 
LordRuthven andLindfay, to go with him, Or before him , becaufet 
. they.lay nearer. But the Souldiers having gotten fome inkling of their 
coming, fled, and retired, fome to the Steeple, fome to the Caftle, where 
Mortoagoet. they thought themfelves to be, mfafety. Morton, therefore lay about 
10 Brechin thefe places, and not long after^the Regent came thither bimfelf in per- 
t he Regent fon , and the Gentlemen ofthe Countrey about came all to him , fo that; 
dfogoe* thl - his Arrtry did now amount to the number of 70 op. men. Thofe that 
Were in' the Steeple, yedded prefently : but they that were in the Caftlq 
ftoodoport thek defwfive at to: ; and wounded fome that approached 
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to have aflaulted the caftle ; but hearing that the Batterie was to he plan- 
ted, and that HuntIey,who they looked lhould have come to their relief, 
according to his promife, had abandoned them , offered to yeeld , their 
lives only lafe-, but when they could not obtain that , they came in the 
Regents will, fimply,without condition. Thirty of them were hanged, The Garrifon 
who had bin taken divers times before,and bin pardoned, upon their pro- y celd5, 
mife never to bear arms againft the King-, the reft , with their Captains, 
were let go free. This being done, they returned to Stirlin the 1 5 .of Aug. 

The Winter following was quiet,and free from trouble. In the be- 
ginning of February, Morton was lent into F.ngland to Queen Elizabeth ^Eniun'i. 
at her defire, with whom went Vttcarnc^ Abbot of Dumfermling,and Ma- 
tter tfames CMackgill Clerk Regifter. Being come to the Court the 18. 
of February, he was remitted to feven of the Councei,who were appoia- 
ted to treat with him.Thefe propounded two heads to be fpoken of-, one 
was, that the Queen might be better informed of their proceedings, and 
the equity oftheir caufe,then as yet (he was , and that their reafons and 
proofs might be fo clear, and fuch, that both fhe her felf might be fully 
perfwaded thereof , and that fhe might he able to fatisfie others , who 
lhould require her help againft them. The other point was, to make fome 
overture of Peace, and to finde out fome way of reconcilement , that fq 
the Kingdome of Scotland might be quieted and fettled. For the firfli 
point, they gave in their Reafons in writing,the laft pf February * which 
when the Queen had read, fire anfwered by her feven Counfellours, that 
fhe was not fatisfied therewith fully, and therefore defired them to come 
to the fecond point; what courfc was to be taken for pacification. She 
propounded the firft Head onely for a {hew , fhe knew well enough be * 
fore what they could fay, and was fufficiently fatisfied, but would not be 
fo,at leaft fhe would not feem to be fo. As tor the fecond Head, they an- 
fwered, that their Coramiffion was limited, and that they could not con.- 
fult of any fuch thing as tended tothe diminution oftheir Kings authori- 
tie,neither would they take it upon them ( though they might ;nor ufe any 
fuch power, although it had been given them. The Queen was at Green- 
wich, whither fhe fent for them,and in a manner, chid them for their ob- 
ttinacie , that they would not liften to aTreatie of Peace , but 
did rather avoide that which did concernc their good fo much, and made 
large Protection of her good-will toward them and their King , wil- 
ling them, at leaft, if they would do no more , to hear what her Counfel- 
lours would fay untotfiem. Onthe morrow her Counfellours propoun- 
ded many things, for deciding the Title of the Crown betwixt the Mo-* 
ther and the Son, Morton craved the Propofitions in writing, in regard, 
there were many Articles, and pf great importance. Which being given 
him, after he, and the others that were with him, had conudered of them,, 
they found them to be fuch as did diminifh the Kings authorise , and 
were without the boundsof their Commifsion-, wherefore they.retumed 
anfvvcr-,that thefe were things of fo high a nature, that they belonged on- 
ly to the threeEftates,and could not be medled withal! by fo few as they 
were. This anlwer theCounfellours craved alfo to have in writing, which 
iVas done accordingly the day following.The io.of March, they had pre-j 
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fence of the Queen, and were again importuned to come to fome proffers 
of agreement , but they abfolutely refiifed. Again, the 20. of March, 
they were brought before the Queen , who confefled that thefe matters 
belonged to a Parliament, which { fayes (he) feeing it is to he Jhtrtly , go 
home to it with Gods blef sing, and take fuch order, ns that there may be men 
chofen of both Jides,to confult how to put an end to thefe controverfies. And for 
the furthering thereof , I will fend rnjAmbafJadors thither, and will now prefent- 
Ij deale with the Ambaffadours of the Scott if) flueen, and move them to go thi- 
ther alfojf it be pofsible. And fo (he did, but they could give her no pre- 
fentanfwer , untill fuch time as they had acquainted their Queen there- 
with, and received fome direction from her thereabout. So they were 
forced to ftay till tetters were fent, and brought again from her: which- 
being come, the 4.of April they got prefence again , and the Queen told 
them, how Queen Mary had rated her Ambafladours for their boldnefle, 
irt daring to go fo farre.as to enter into any terms of agreement. Where - 
fore( fayes (lie) feeing Jhe is fo averfe from this way, I will (lay you no longer - 
bat if afterwards Jhe pall repent her, and he contented to hear of tt, {he faid, fhi 
hoped the y would be ready to follow the way of peace. And fo they were dif- 
mifled very lovingly the 8 .of April, and came to Stirlin the firft of May, 
where having given an account of their Ambaffage in the Convention - 
alfembled there, their proceedings were allowed, and approved by all. ; 

During Mortons abfence in England , Lennox the Regent had taken 
Pafley, and the Caftle of Dumbartan-, but on the contrary, the other Fa- 
ction (by Granges means, and their own Forces ) had made themfelves 
Mailers of the town of Edinburgh, with intention to keep out the Lords, 
& to hinder them from meeting in Parliament. Wherefore Morton being 
come to Dalkeith , kept 100. Mufquetiers about him, together with 
a Company of ’horfemen , both to be a Guard to himfelf ( if they 
fhould happen to attempt any thing againft him) as alfo to hinder their 
excurfions,& to keep them from pillaging the countreyabout.Thiscom- 
pany of foot, with fome yo.horlCjhe fent to Leith to affift the Herauld m 
makinga Proclamation in the Kings name, to difeharge all men to relieve 
or fupport the city of Edinburgh with vi<Sluals,or munition, or anyother 
neceftary provifioh. As they returned out of Leith ( out of a braverie,or ! 
becaufe it was the neareft way) the footmen would needs go hard by the ; 
City gafg$,& the horfmen (though they liked k not) would not forfake 
them.They m thq town not knowing what might be their meaning, ar- 
medthemfelves,apd feeing fo final a number, HRied out at the two gates, 
(calledthe Nether- Bcrw, and the Gbw-gate-Port ■) and skirmHhed wkh 
them -Mortons men (though they were fewer in number) had the better 
of them, and beat them back again within the gates.This fight was called 
the Lowfie- Law ( or Kill ) becanfe'it was fought near eo a little hill ( or 
Law) where Beggers ufed to fun and loufe themfelves. It wasthe firft yo- 
king or bickeringthey had, and the beginning of the Warm between' 
Leith and Edinburgh-, fo called,becairfethe Lords that were on the Kings 1 ' 
fide lay at Leith, antra# contrary -party at- Edinburgh: And howfoeverit 
wasQflmall mom^.'yftkiindt^WOTthife'the^feindng , that this 1 
fittle c{ftyywas,inUtaanner^ apsefage^and i pr 6 g#dfttc k of the iflue of the- 
^ 9 enfuing 


r 


Digitized by L^OOQle 


And Iatii es Douglas, Earle of Morion, j r 7 

fcnfuing Conflicts, that they fliould be of anfwerable fuccefle. And To 
indeed it fell but, that the Kings fide* though fewer in number ( as at 
this time ) had everthe better,during the whole time of thefe warres. Parliament > 

The day appointed for holding of the Parliament being come (which *** ‘^without 
Was the 14. of May) the Regent comes to Leith,and Morton with him $ the Gai** of* 
but not being ftrong enough to force the Town of Edinburgh , they Edinburgh, 
went hard to the Gate, and having caufed caft up a trench to keep the e-. 
nemie from Tallying out, they held the Parliament , though without the 
Gates, yet within the liberties of the Gitie, which Lawyers faid, was as 
good, as if it had been within the walls. In this Parliament, Secretary 
<jWftt#<*w,with his two brethren (fohn and Thomas ) and the Abbot of 
Kilwinning were declared Rebels, their Lands were forfeited* and their 
Goods confifeated. They fate five dayes, during which* the Ordnance 
from the Caftle did play upon them continually , and the Bullets did 
often fall amongft them, yet not any man was (lain, or hurt, as if by fpe- 
ciall providence they had been prote&ed. Afterward they adjourned 
it, and transferred it to Stirlin again ft the 4»of Auguft. They in Edin- 
burgh alfo kept their Parliament, where they hid the Crowne , Sword* 
and Scepter (which they had gotten from Grange out of the Caftle) and 
declared fome of the Kings fide Rebels,and in end adjourned it like wife 
till a new day. 

The Regent returned to Stirlin ,and Morton went with him to bring 
him on his way is farre as Corftorphin : As he returned to Dalkeith, 

. they of the Citie iflued out, as if they would have fought him t and the 
Caftle at the fame time did (hoot at him * but he being without their 
teach, and the Enemy not daring to go farther from the Town, than the 
Cannons cOuld flioot,he went home without fighting. His hou/e being 
hear to Edinburgh, he kept all thofe that lay about him , or offered to 
come that way, from bringing any viduall thither . Wherefore they HTu- 
Cd out ofthe Citie to the numberofi20.Foot,3nd ioo.Hor(e, within-; 
tention'tofurprizehim,and either to bum his town of Dalkeith, or at leaft 
to brave hint at his own gate , fuppofing that hee durftnot come out to 
fight them, now that his Friends were all gone home to their own hou- 
fes,and not above aoo.or few more of waged fouldiers left, with him. Soi 
they march, and carry with them two Field- Piece 9, and were come to 
Lugton (within half a mile of him) before they were efpied. But aftoon 
9 ,s the Alarme was given in Dalkeith, Mortons men (about ?oo foot, and ^ 

do.horfe) came forth , and having put themfelves in order in theopep 
fields, offered them battell. After fomelittleskirmilhing* they ofEdin- tho.ofjune 
burgh feeing themfelves difappointed of their expectation (who thought 1 ,7 ‘* 
to have found very fmall or no refiftance ) began to retire toward the Ci- 
ty in good order, and keeping their Ranks unbroken . T he Dalkethians 
did follow them in the fame manner, til they came to the caftle.of Craig- 
Miller* then fome of MortonsFoot getting before them (by running a,- 
bout on the other fide of the caftle) & rifirig as it Were out pf an ambufh- 
fnent, fell upon them in a narrow Lane which leadeth from the Caftle; 

having broken their Ranks, made them flee. When they perceived from 
fhe Caftle of Edinburgh, that the flight was towards the City, and that 
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their men had the worfc, they Tent out 30. Harqnebufiers to their aide, 
and a barrell of Powder on horfeback. By this new fupply , they drove 
back Mortons horfemen as faft as they had followed them before : but 
while they are in filling of their meafures out of the barrell, the Powder 
being fired by fome of their Matches ^killed and hurt fome 24. or 30. a- 
mongft whom was Captain ^Melvin , that did keep the barrell , and di- 
ftribiite the Powder. By this mean, the lofie on both fides was almoft 
equall, fafe thatthere were moe killed of the Citizens, and more of Mor- 
tons made prifoners * having followed too eagerly at a ftraight place,cal- 
led the Queens Bridges. This fell out the a. of June. 

Not long after this , Morton was advertifed , that they of Edinburgh 
were gone to Leith , to intercept Captain Wecmes , and 100. Souldiers 
who had ferved in Denmark; and now being come home were waged by 
the Kings fide. They had gone to Fyfe,and having refrefhed themfelves 
there a little while , were now coming over to Leith , to enter into the 
Kings fervice, and fome 24. of them being in a little Feme- Boat , were 
taken by the enemie , and carried to the Caftle of Edinburgh, the reft be- 
ing in a prettie good big Barke , arrived fafe at Leith. Morton came thi- 
ther too late, for the men of Edinburgh were all gone ere be came , fave 
fome 10 . or 1 1 . whom he took,and kept for the Souldiers that were car- 
ried away. Morton lay long at Leith , during which time there fell out a 
notable conflict , and the moft memorable that happened all the time of 
that Warre.The Queen of England laboured to mediate a peace between 
the parties ,and for that purpofe had commanded Sir William Drury ( Mar- 
fhalt of Berwick) to deale with them , and trie what conditions of agree- 
ment he could bring them to. Drury went to Stirlki to the Regent , he 
did alfo fpeak with Morton , and was now come to Edinburgh to take 
his leave of them there , feeing he could do no good , nor prevaile with 
either fide. Morton in the mean time being wearied with watching, 
and e&ceffive paines and travell * tormented alfo with a vehement fit of 
the Colick, kept his bed, which they at Edinburgh having notice of, ei- 
ther to take advantage of his ficknes,or to brave them ofLeirh vx the pre- 
fence & fight of Drmj ) to make him beleeve that they were the ftrongei, 
and hardier they ifl'ue forth of the Town ,and march toward Leith, ha- 
ving ordered and ranked their men as ready to give batcell. This was the 
10. of June in time of their Parliament , where the chief of theit fa&ion 
was prefent , and did make Huntley Lieutenant for Queen fjMary . He 
with the Abbot of Kilwinning^nd Mafter MtuUane Priour of CoL- 

dinghame,hadthe leading of the foot , Balclieughaad Farnihafte were 
Captains of the horfe. Thefe came as farre as the hill where, the Gibbet 
ufeth to ftand (called commonly the Gallow-Law>not farre from Leith, 
Morton underftanding hereof by the watch, efteemiogita great indigoir 
tie and affront , that they fhould offer tocome fo near to the place where 
he was, forgetting his own fickneffe and infirmitie, rofe out of his bed, 
and caufed found the Trumpets , and beat upthe Drummes , and march- 
ing out of the Town , fet his men in Older within haife a mile , and iefle, 
of the enemie. Sir WiUiam Drury rode betwixt the. Armies , and made 
them promife not to fight that day,but theathfttarofe a queftioo. which 
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of them fhould retire firft. Morton alledged that thofe of Edinburgh 
ought to do it, becaufe they came ou: firft, and were in a manner the pro- 
vokers. But Drury to decide the controverfie defired , that when he 
ftanding in the mid- way betwixt them fhonld give a figne , they fhould 
both retire together at the fame inftant. Morton was content, but the o- 
ther partie refufed flatly , threatning withall , that unlefle he retired firft, 
they would make him do it with fhame , and would fcarcely forbear till 
Drury withdrew himfelf •, who when he could not prevaile with them , 
went afide,and looked on, faying , G 0 D Jhew the right. Morton , who 
bad yeelded before not out of fear, but onely to fatisfie theEnglifh, think- 
ing that he had done enough to fhow his moderation unto them, began to 
march toward the enemie. There were with him 3. Companies of foot, 
which were Mercenaries, under the leading of Captain Thomas Crawford, 
David Hume of Fifhick, and Captain Weemes,who was come out of Den- 
, mark , all expert and valiant Captains. Befides thefe there were fome 
Voluntiers of the T ownfmen of Leith, and of Edinburgh alfo , who had 
left the City to follow the Kings fide. The horfemen about 130. were 
conduced by William Douglas of Drumlenrigge, fames Hume of Coldin- 
knowes , and one for dan of Aplegirth. Morton had about himfelf a 
Company of Pikemen, and fuch as carried Speares , and long Weapons. 
The fore-named Captains began the fight , and made the enemies fhot 
quickly to give grounded drave them back. The horfemen in like man- 
ner beat the Rebels horfemen, and routed them which Huntley percei- 
ving, fled alfo as they did.There was no head or refiftance at all made a- 
gainft them,fave onely by a few of the foot men in the Abbey Church- 
yard , who made fbew as if they would have defended that place ofad- 
vantage j but they were quickly forced to leave it , and flee with the reft. 
For fome of them being llain,fome trampled under foot,and divers crufh- 
cd to death in the throng and crowde , the reft ran away fb diforderly, 
and fearfully , that they forgot to {hut the -Cut je- gates', arid fled ftraignt 
to the Caftfe. And fo great was their fear and confuflon , that if the fol- 
lowers had not been too much bent , and eagerly let upon the pillage and 
fpoyle,they might eafily haveentred ,and taken 'the City. Theretoertt 
flain in. this fight about fome 50. of whom Gawin Hamilton Abbot of 
Kilwinning wasone : there were 150. taken prifoners,the chief of which^ 
was the Lord Hume^eing a.Iittle hurt by the falling of his horfe, fames' 
Cde» Captain of a foot Company .and a Kinfman of the Earle of Hunt- 
leycshadhid hknfelfin a poor wives Aumerie , and being found , was 
drawoeout from thence by the hceles, and brought to Leith : There fb 
foon as the people faw him, they made a great noife andclamour,defi- 
ring that be might not be fpared , but punifhed according to his defetts. 
For in the time of the Civill Wane at home , lice had behaved himfelf 
bodacovetoufly and cruelly , more like a thief and robber , than a Cap- 
tafrar generous Soul dier : and abroad in France, he was very infamous 
fbnmny vile and bate pranks he had played there. And in the Warre be- 
twixt SVrcden and Denmark , he had taken Money of both Kings to le- 
vie men , and prom bed to aide both, but performed to neither. For thefe 
things , befides many moe foule and horrfljle crimes which he had com- 
mitted. 
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mined , hee was publickly executed, to the great contentment of all thb 
commons. Sir William Drwry, when he faw how things weht(contrary to 
his defire, as is fuppofed; being (as was thought) a North-folcia^went a- 
way to Berwick. 

After this, the Regent came to Leith , and caufed fortifie it , and make 
it as ftrong as he could , to hinder any vi&uall to be carried from thence 
to Edinburgh •, and having appointed the Lord Lindfay to remain there as 
parliament in Coverriour , he returned to Stirlin , and Morton went with him to hold 
of Ail'll 4 ’ ^he Parliament, which was appointed to be there in Auguft. There was 
“ 8U at this time no fmall conteft and debate , betwixt the Court and the 

Church, about Bifhops, and Prelates , concerning their office and jurifc 
didtion. The Minifters laboured to have them quite abolifhed and taken 
away , and the Court thought that forfne of government to be more a-' 
greeablc, and compatible with a Monarchicall eftate,and more conforme 
to the rules of policie , and Civill government of a Kingdofne. Bcfides, 
the Courtiers had tailed the fweetnefle of their rents ana revenues , put- 
Contention t ‘ n § * n t ‘ tu ^ r Bifhops , who were onely their receivers , and had a cer- 
ta in Penfion or Stipend, for difchargingand executing the Ecclefiafticall 
* part of their office , but the maine profit was taken up by the Courtiers 
for their own ufe. Wherefore they laboured to retain at leaft thefeiha- 
dowes of Bifhops, for letting of Leafes^and fuch other things, which they 
thought were not good in Lawotherwayes. There w„as none more for* 
ward to keep them up than the Earle of Morton * for he had gone Am- 
baifadour to England on his own private charges, and to recompenfe hh 
great expenfes in that journey , the Biihoprick of S. Andrews, being theft 
vacant , was conferred upon him. He put in Matter $bh» Douglas ( who 
was ProveftoftheneW Colledgein S. Andrews ) to bear the name of 
Rifhop,and to gather the rents (till fuch time as the folemnity of inaugu- 
ration could be obtained ) for which he Was countable to him.This he did 
immecjiatly after he came home out of England.Now he wil have him to 
fit in Parliament, and to vote there as Archbifiiop.Thc Superintendent of 
f y fe did inhibite him to fit there, or to vote under paine of excommunica- 
tion •, Morton commanded him to do if under pain of Treafon and Re- 
bellion. The Petition given in to the Parliament , defiring a competent 
provifion for (he maintenance of Preachers, in which they complained of 
the wrong done unto them by the Courtiers , Who intercepted their 
means , Was caft over the Barie, and reje&ed •, and by the moft common 
report, Morton was the caufe thereof. Afterward Morton in a meeting 
of fome Delegates , and Commiffioners of the Church at Leith , by the 
Superintendent Dune s meanes, ufed the matter fo, that he obtained their 
confent to have his Bifhop admitted^nd inttalled. Wherefore the 3. of 
February , he caufed affix a Schedule on tht Church doore of S. An- 
drews, wherein he charged the Minifters to conveene , and admit him to 
the place , which they aid accordingly , but not without great oppofiti- 
on. For Matter Patrick t^sdamfen(then a Preacher, but afterward Arch- 
. bflhop there himfeif ) in a Sermon which he preached againft the order 
and office of Bifhops, faid, there were three forts of Bilhops : 1. The 
lords Bilhop (to wit' Chrills fand fuch was every Paftour : a . My Lord 
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Bifhop, that is, fuch a Bifhop as is a Lord , who fits , and votes in Parlia- 
ment , and exercifes jurildi&ion over his brethren. 3. And the third fort 
was (my Lords Biftrop ) that is, one whom fome Lord , or Nobleman at 
Court did put into the place to be his receiver, to gather the Rents , and 
let Leafes lor his Lordmips behoofe , but had neither the meanes nor 
power of a Bifhop. This laff fort he called a Tulchan Bifhop , becaufe as 
the Tulchan (which isaCalves skin fluffed with ftravv ) is fet up to make 
the Cow give down her milk*, fo are fuch Bifhops fet up, that their Lords 
by them may milk the Bifhopricks. Likewife Matter Knox preached 
againft it the io. of February , and in both their hearings ( Mortons, and 
his Archbifhop ) to their faces pronounced, Anathema danti, anathema ac- 
cif>icnti,t curie on the giver, and a curfe on the taker. This much I thought 
fit to mention here , and to caftthefe things together which are of one 
nature , though done at fcverall times, yet which began atthis Parliament 
In Stirlin. 

While the Lords afTembled at Stirlin lay there fecurely and negligent- An at « m p 
ly , without fear of the Enemie that lay fo farre off as (they thought ) at Md"heLo3# 
Edinburgh , they had well nigh been cut off all of them , and the whole there, 
caufe overthrown. For there was in Edinburgh one George Bell ( anEn- 
figne-bearer to a Company there, and a Stirlin- man borne) who knew all 
the Town , and every Lane , and Street , every turning and corner in it. 

He had learned alfo in what particular houfes everie Nobleman was 
lodged. This Bell knowing by intelligence how careleffe the Lords were, 
liow few they had with them, and that there was either no watch kept at 
ell ,or elfe but very negligently ,& the Centinels very thin placed, thought 
• It poffible to furprize them with a very few men* wherefore having im- 

parted it , and acquainted the chief Commanders with all, they liked, and 
approved ofit. So with all fpeed they prepare forthe journey, and march 
from Edinburgh with 200. horfe, and 300. foot * the Earle of Hunt- 
ley , Claude Hamilton of Pafley, and Walter Scot of Batcleugh being their 
Captains and Leaders. They ufed fuch expedition, and were fo fortunate,^ 
that having got thither undeferied , they planted themfelves in the Mar- 
ket-place , and letting men to guard all the Lanes, and narrow paffages of 
the Town , they entred the Noblemens lodgings , and took them prifo- 
ners* the Regent, CHencairrte, arid others. Onely Mortons houfe made 
fome refiflance * which being fo Well defended , that feeing they 
could not enter otherwayes , they fet it on fire , and he, feeing all filled 
with fire and fmoak ,6ne or twoof his fervants alfo being (lain , yeelded 
himfelfto Balcleugh , who had married hisNeece (Margaret Douglas. 

And thus having made aflfure , as they fuppofed , the Souldiers began 
to roame up anaaown the Town , and rifle the houfes, feeking for fpoyle 
andboatie.: In the meantime the Earle of Marre, and his folks, who' 
were in the Cattle , and had eflayed divers times to break into the Mar- 
ket-place , but in vain , alT the paffages and entries being fo well guarded,- 
that they could by nd means ao it * at thelafthe font fome 16. of his 
men, with fmafl brafie pieces of Founds ( as they call them ) to his own 
new houfe y which was then a building : and becaufe no» body dwelt in it 
(fork was not yet fim/hed)rfiff Enemy had not regarded k. Thefe earring 
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in at & back- gate, got up to the top of the houfe 3 and to the windows 
which did look dire&ly into that Street where the Enemie was , and be- 
gan to (hoot among the thickeft of them . Hereupon they prefently fle d 
lo. faft,that they trod one upon another thronging out at the gate. Marres 
folks came prefently down and purfued them , but the lodging-gatebe- 
ing fhut , they could not get out at the little narrow wicket but one at 
6nce j and that very flowly 4 whereby the Enemie had time to flee fafe- 
ly . And now many that before kept within doores for fear , began to 
creep out of their comers, and come forth to the Street* and joyne them- 
felves with the Earle of Marres men , fo that the cafe was quite altered: 
For the Vigours and Conquerours , leaving their prifoners and their 
fpoyle i fled for life to fave themfelves •, and divers became prifoners un- 
to their prifoners , namely thofe who had taken Morton ana Gleitcaime. 
The Regent was taken by David Spenfe of Wormifton, who was hlmfelf 
, killed while he laboured to fave the Regents life , and the Regent alfo re- 
ceived his deaths wound. They might have utterly deftroyed the Ene- 
mie, but that at their firft entry the T ividale men had taken away all their, 
horfes ,fo that they could not purlue them. And fo they efcaped ( wfe 
may fay)on both fides: for both were vi&orious,& both were vanquished 
in a few houres fpace. A rare and remarkable example,how available, 
and of what moment it is to ufe diligence and expedition $ and how dan- 
gerous in time of Warre to be negligent and fecure. But efpecially this 
accident doth make good that often repeated obfervation of that great 
Warriour Julius Cafar , Multum in utramque partem fortuna potejl •, that 
in all the exploits of Warre , fortune hath great power either to fruftratc, 
or make fuccefTefull. But what he cals fortune , we know to be provi- 
dence, and ought fo to call and acknowledge it which turnes the wheefe 
of humane affairs beyond, and contrary to their expe&ation. If we may 
judge ofthe juftice of the caufe by the perpetuall fuccefle of the maintai- 
ned , and by their meeknefle and moderation therein, the Kings fide have 
had the better and the jufter. The Regent died that lame night , and was 
buried in the Chappell of Stirlin Caftle , withfuchfolemnitie as the 
Town and time could afford. 

The Grand-father being dead, the next Regent was Mane,being cho-' 
fen the 8. or 9. of September the fame year 1571, There were three put 
on the lift, Argylc, Marre, and Morton. It is ftrange, they fhould have'’ 
made Argyle one,who had been all this while on the contrary, fa&ion, 
and was now but a reconciled Enemy at moftl , unleffe they were fure 
how to carry it. Many thought Morton fhoul d have been the man, but 
he nothing ambitious of the title , which was but matter of envie,' helped 
to caufe Marre 1 be chofcn , who was a very fuffacient and trufty .Noble- , 
man , able to difeharge the place, and who had the Kings perfon in keep- . 
ing within the Caftle of Stirlin. The main thing that he did jn his Re- 
gencie was, that he conveened the Countrey , ana lay abouf the Town,’ 
but wanting Artillerieto batterit,her«urned again to Leith 5 where ha-, 
vyig divided the Kingdome into quarters , he appointed the feverall di- 
vjfionsto come to him by turnes , with whom having broken the Mils 
about Edinburgh, he placed Souldiers in the villages and Gentlemens 1 ' 
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jftoUfeS about It, to hirtder all kinde of provifion from it. In the South 

! >arts of the Kingdoms , Balcleugh and Farnihafte did moleft the Kings 
ide, efpecially the town of Jedburgh; Wherefore Morton both for 
this caufc, as alfo for a particular again ft Farnihafte j who claimed to .be. 
Bailiff of Jedward Forreft (which belonged to the Earle of Angus ) by 
inheritance, fent for the chief Gentlemen of the Merle, and defii'ed them 
to fubfcribe a Bandjby which all thofe that were by name infert there- 
in, did binde themfelves to afsift other , and all 6f them to lid and afsift 
the Warden Sir fatties of Coldinknows. In this Band were contained 
the cownfmen of Jedward ; the Laird of Badrule , together with the 
Trumblet and Rutherfords , and divers others: . ; , 

The firft that wascalled (they being all aflembled together in Mor-, 
tons lodging at Leith) was Sir David Hume of Wedderburne , who 
flatly refufed to fubfcribe it j but .faid , Hee was ready to ferve the 
King, as became a faithfull Subject, fofirreas hee was able $ but that 
hee Would not binde himfelf in any Band to any man , further than 
hee was already bound in duty, efpecially fuch men , with whom he 
would not enter into any focietie , fellowship , or combination. He, 
imderftood chiefly the Trnmbles and Rutherfords , which names were 
infamous , and moft of them reputed theeves , and Badrule a notorious 
One. Morton feeing him thus refolute ,*left the reft, might by his ex- 
ample refute liKewife, caufed him goafide into abdck* roomj and (failed 
in the reft. x 

The firft of which wa $ Patrick flame of Potwart , who hearing of the 
Tr ambles arid Ruihetfordt, refufed alfo to be joyned With them , or tor 
fubfcribe. When Morton asked him his reaf on j heanfwercd round- 
ly, Becaiife, fayes he, it mat befome tftbefe men have helped tofleal Wed-- 
cerburnes catted. And hath Wedderburne ant catted floden from tym 
fayes Morton? TesjuyLord, anfwSred the other, that he hath. He did 
toot ted me fomuth; fayes Morton. Bat this true, my Lords faith Polwart. 
Wed, fayesMorton, fubfcribe this Bondi l cannot, my Lord , faith 
he, as the cafe /lands. Jfyoado not, faith he, yonfhdll, do worfe. Worfe t 
bay Lord, faith the other } nay, rather than dtrrmfe , I mill doit. . No, bat, 
faith Morton, I dd, nto'nMkn to coni fell you. No ybat my Lords faith hee* 
you have faid eriough 5 artd fo he fignedit, accounting R fhrOatning and 
compulsion , and fOliimfelf ho whit bound by his fubfcribing.The reft 
bf the Gentlemen being called, fodngPolwarts hand at it, made.no more 
fcruple. buffet to theirs fikeWife.; I .. - i , 

^ After this, Mofdoft ^fent to dinner and being 6t > hee ; remembred 
himfelf , and fent oneto call Wedderburne . out of the back-roome* - 
and wheri hee came, he asked him , Why he did not . come to dinner ? h 
f*ds( faith he) limfalty committed, ztby Lord , drtd I .mould, riot breaks 
trifort , bat flayed till I mat lawfully- re leafed. .< Thefe , dealings made 
tome that were rigid certfuiefs think. hardly of Morton , .that hce 
Would life fuch infamous men, and tolerate them for his own ends/ 
efpecially being a publicke peifori , and in the place of.jufUce ? 
Vet Other's did esfcufe him ; as being heccfsRated thereunto 
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by the times* there being no other way to counter- poyle the power 
ofFarnihafte and Balcleugh, butbytheie Crumbles and Rutherfords $ al- 
ledging withall , that it is not fit, or poflible, toobferve thole School- 
rules precifely in Politick affairs , which it feetnes hath been his opini- 
on alio. 

In February , Morton being abfent in $. Andrews, about tlie 
inftalling of his Archbiftiop Matter JohnDeugUs , thofein Edinburgh 
watching and laying hold on this opportunity , went forth, and letting 
fire in the town of Dalkeith, burnt fome twenty houfes thereof, and ha- 
ving fpoyled and pillaged it , returned fafe to Edinburgh. There was 
little other thing of moment done by either fide, during Marres time. And 
now by the Garrifonsf which lay about Edinburgh) hindering Vi&u- 
all to be brought to them, their fcarcitie increafed lo much , that they 
lent to procure an Ambafladour from France, and another from Queen 
Elizabeth, to mediate a Peace. And for the preamble of a full Peace, the 
Auguft ij 7 x. Amballadours obtained a Truce in July ,to begin the i.of Auguft, 1571. 
and to lift till December, or January. The conditions were fimple, 
that the Town of Edinburgh fhould bee patent to all the Kings 
Subje&s * which was as much to fay , as that they fhould render 
it up, fince they could keep it no longer. And fo it was done 
iS^i dLhthe firft of Auguft 1571. Before the expiring of this Truce , the 
the t8. of O- Regent fickened,and died at Scirlm about the twenty eighth of October, 
a ° fccr * 1572. 

Thus have wee waded through thofe times and a&ions of the 
Earle Mortons which were inter-mingled with thofe of other mens * m 
which though he were not the foie agent, nor the principall and fit# in 
place, yethadhe a main hand in all of them , and in allthe affaires of E- 
Rate, he was ever a chief A&our, during the reigne of the Queen-Mo- 
ther, and Queen Mary ("her daughter ) in the time of the three Regents, 
Murrtfy, Lennox, and Marre* to all whom , he was ever even mom than 
• fecond. Now we are come to that time andtbqfe a&ions, which are 
absolutely and fully his own* where he is the devifer and executer , foie 
counfellour and foie commander of all, where thereis none to go before 
him , none to fliare or partake with him ifrhis praife, or blame* 
Whathee doth aright, the honour thereof is due to bimfelf alone 1 
and if bee do any thing amiffc , the blame thereof muff lye upon 
him onely. The pain or pleafure , the gain or k>fie , touch and 
concerne him, ana none elfe. For .Marre being dead, wet do not 
finde fo much as any queftion made , who fhould fucceed him in 
the Government * mens mindes had by prefage designed him 
to it, and the Lords meet to accoaphfh that prefage , rather than 
Morton Re. to confultof it. Wherefore die twentie fourth of November , he 
fSorenutffc was by uniforme conlent of all thofe of the Kingsfide,chofen to be Re- 
gent. Would you know the reafon of their choice ? Be pleafed then 
toheafitinthewords of aftranger; who is very impsuxiall, and farm 
from lavifh commendation, that ia, Maftsr Then ( or Bttrutlit ) in his 
Scottifh Chronicle v ‘Thejfntgbt ( fayth he ) a tie? Regent t9 {ncaed 
ip Manes place, that might in all rejpetfs defend the Kings Perfon, and the 
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bealme, as he had done before. Wherefore the Noblemen affemblfngy did 
feleSt by one confent, the Earle of lM orton to that office , a man no lef t t wife 
than provident, and fuch a oerfon,as both for the nobiUtie Of his birth, and fer- 
vice to ihe'Realme and to the King , did wed .merit the fame. By which it 
appeares, that he did neither ambitioufly fitek the Place,nor got it by fa- 
ction, but was chofen to it for the good Of the Conntrey, freely and ad-! 
vifedly. He fayeS indeed, that it was after long confutation, but it could 
not be very long,being little more than a moneth , which was fhort e- 
nough time to be fpent in making the late Regents Funerall, and to con- 
veen the Nobilitie therein. For according to hirafelf, the ele&ion was 
in December* but our Ads of Parliament ( whichare more authentick ) 
fay,it was'the 2 4«of November . But how ever long their confutations 
were,we do not hear that he had any Competitour , or that, there was 
any other mentioned or nominated with him * and feeing he fayes, it 
was done (by one confent) then was there not any contrary Votes , or 
contradidion and contefting but a perfed and full iiniformitieand har- 
tnonie of minde amongft all of that fide: Nay, even of thofe of the o- 
ther fide alfo,who fent (as fome Notes fay which I have feen) Gotnmif- 
fionandProxeestothatpurpofe , and namely, the Duke and Earle of 
Huntley. Others fay, theft were at the Parliament,whcre this Regen- 
cie was confirmed, holden the 2d. of January , in Edinburgh. They 
chat delay it longer, caft their yeelding in February at Perth,where they 
name Huntley ,Argyle,Athole, and in generally thegreateftpart ( fay 
they ) of the Nobilitie , artd fo we fee his entrie was free and right, and 
duly approved by all-, the reft of his Office we have to confider. It lafted 
the (pace of five years artd three rfioneths, till the twelfth of March; 

1577. which is tne time of his difmifsiort: All this time the Councrey 
injoyed a full and perfed Peace, fave fo much warre as they had in reco- 
vering the Caftle of Edinburgh out of the enemies hands: There were TheQ^eni*. 
within the .Caftle (befide Grange Captain thereof) Secretaire tMetellane , 
and his brother M after J^rt,Priour of Coldinghame (afterward Chan- Edinburgh, 
cellour of Scotland ) y^hO rethained ftill ifi terms of hoftilitie. I know 
not why,nor Wherefore, whether it was, that they thoughtthemfelyes fo 
giiiltie,- as that they could not be pardoned or that they had conceived 
filch fpleen and hatred againft the other Fadion, that they would not be 
reconciled*, and fo, out of defoair, taking a defperate courfe, or that they 
were borne up with hope of fome change, perfwading themfelves, that 
this agreement among the parties could not laft long, being fo illfcemen-i 
ted (as they conceived ) but that fome difference would foon arift upon 
fome occafion or other ,and that the rather, having their example for tha 

E reftnt,and the Caftle of Edinburgh for a place of refuge i when it ihould 
c needfull- v 

Upon theft, or fu.ch like confiderations , being alfo n6r altogether 
forfaken of the French (who fent fome fmall fupply: of Moneyes, 
butlafge promifes by fames Kircddie , brother to Grange, whohm- - 
ding at Black-Nefle, conveyed himfelf audit fecretly into the caftle) 
they ' refolved to be the laft in yeelding, and to hold out fo long as pofsit 
bly they could , affuring themfelves that they could make their peace 

Vv* when* 
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when they lifted (if it (hould come to the worft) by furrendring the place 
upon good conditions. There were with rtrefe forenamed (as their fol- 
lowers ) the Lord Hume , who was altogether led by OHetedans coun- 
fell , and Loganof Raftarig , Who depended .upon Hume. Pitt adr aw 
was Lieutenant to Grange the Captain , and Sir Robert MelviU was 
Uncle to Grange. The Regent being refolved to poll this thorne 
out of his foot » caofed the Caftle to be inclofed with a trench, and Soul- 


The Caftle diers fet to keep itjunder the command of Captain Crawford , and Ca- 
blocked up. j} aV (Jjfutne before mentioned. And becaufe they ofthe Caftle wa- 

tered at a Well (called S. Margarets Well ) Captain Micbell was appoin- 
ted to lie with his Company at S. Cutberds Kirk , who hindredthem 
from fetching water from thence , and after a while , he found means to 
poyfon it , and fo left it without any Guard. While the C aftle was thus 
blocked up, one Captain Brace iffued forth thereof , to bring in victuals, 
but he wastakenbyxhe Regents men, faith Matter : a thing very 
hard to be conceived, how he either durft, or could do it * neither is there 
any mention or memorie of his being there , any where elfeto be found, 
Now becauferhe Caftle did annoy the <pity with their Ordnance, fo that; 
none could walk in the Streetf which Jies openina ftraight line from the 
Caftle expofed to their mercy ) without danger of their lives , the Re- 
gent caufed make three Traverfes or Dikes ,and ramparts of earth ,.turfe 
and dung, over-thwart and crofting the Street, fo thick, as that they were 
Cannon- proofe ,and could not be pierped , and fo high, that they took 
away the view of the Street from them,ofthe Caftle. One of thefe was 
railed hard by thcLand-Market abovethe Tolbooth , and the other two 
( with proportionablediftahoe one from another ) nearer the Caftle *, fo 
that the Citizens and others walked fafejy to and fro-abouc their hufi- 
Edlnburgh^ 1 ne ^e , and the Lords alfo fate m Parliament without any hurt , notwith- 
tbe if. Sjan. ftandingthat the very day of theic fitting (the 2$. of Jammy, or as others 
the 16. ) for their welcome and firft falutatipn , they had beftowed on 
them -87. great (hoc •, onely there was one poor dog killed before the 
Regents door. Neither was there any great hurt done before , though 
they had been TH 11 fending their vollies the. i.of January (. atwhattime 
the truce expired ) not above6. perfons hurt that kept the trenches . , and 
as many Within the City, but none (kin. One night the Captain iffued 
forth, and skirmifhed with the Regents-$puldiers in the trenenes , till he 
found means tofetfome houfes-of the.Cicy on fire* which, the winde be- 
ing high, did fprcad through the City, and when any did offer to quench 
k, fie caufed the Drdnanceto play fo thickupqn them , that none daring 
to come head* y there were fome 100. fw>ufes confirmed therewith' be- 
ing burnt dawn to lie ground, but not any man either (lain, or hurt . This 
fad made him, who was hated before , to be abhorred and thought abo- 
minable by aftmoii. , : ' 

Siege of the' c Wherefore the Regent determining no-more todally. with him ( hot 
Cattle of E- having fufficiemftoteof Attillerie of bis own, and fearing left the Caftle 
dinburgh. heingwell viduatted , might bold put too long ) fiefent to theQueen of 

mfrii. fin^ad to borrow of her ^ho fent him 30. pieces in all ( vie. 9. Can-* 
fiousr, 6 . Dcmicanons , -6, Sucres, and;9.Culverins) wich all manner of 
:: . .• _ needful! 
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hcedfull provifion- together with 700. or ( as Matter Thin faith) 1 500. 
men under the ccmdustt of Sir WtU*#* Drury Generali. With thefe and 
500. hired Souldiers of Scots, befides the Gentlemen Voluntiers , and 
the Citizens of Edinburgh (after he had fummoned the Cattle, and they 
not obeying ) he fate down before it the 20. of April 1573. They 
railed five Mounts 01 TerrafTes , whereon to plant their batterie , in that 
place where now Heriots workis built, Thefe ( being called by the {eve- 
tall names of the chief Commanders , Firft, the Kings, Secondly,*/**** 
Drury , Thirdly, CM aunt Leyes, from Sir George Leyes , Fourthly, Mount 
Carte , from Sir George Carte , Fifthly, and c_ Mount Sutton , from Thomas 
Sutton Matter of the O rdnance) were finiflied the 17. of May, with great 
toyle and labour , and not without fomelofle of men by (hot from the 
Cattle. They began their batterie the r 7. of May , and continued it 
till the 26. The Cattle isfituate on a fteep and inacceffible Rock,having 
a large utter Court beneath that Cragge whereon the Cattle ftandethi 
About this Court there is a ftrong Wall, and on that fide which lieth to- 
wards the Town of Edinburgh, a Bulwark ( or Blockhoufe ) ending in a 
{harp point, being made in form of a triangle. The ufe of it is to defend the 
entrance and gates of the Cattle. The wafrofthis Blockhoufe are fubje<ft 
to the fight and {hot of the Caftle;and fo may be defended by thofc that 
are wlthin,but the corner & {harp point thereof is not fo,and if it be taken 
by the Enemy, thofc that are within the Cattle cannot annoy them.There 
were within the cattle at the inner end of the laid Blockhoufe,two turrets 
of ancient workmanlhip , but more high than fltong } of which the on? 
was called Davidt Tower (wfuch ftood nearer the Gate) the other with- 
out it nearer to the South, was called Wallet T ower ,but I know not the 
reaten of their names. Againft thefe two Towers , and the fide of the 
Blockhoiifc neareft totfie Cattle, they dire&ed their firft batterie. There- 
after theybattered round abouton eviry fide of the Cattle , and having 
3 ftmOunted feme of the Ordnance wichiri ,7 and broken other fome by 
{hooting in at the mouth thereof ‘4 their Gannon 4 idi title hurt , being 
made unfervkeabfei Bfcfide»,<pit^ ToM&ert*idg, battered , was beaten 
down , and fell in fuch fort , * that the tuifiea thereof did damme up the 
gate and entrance betwixt the Caftle and the utter Co-urt and.Block- 
houfe. The Blockhoufe was alfo battered .in that part; thaf was over 
a°airtft the gate * and Wallace T ower • . which ftood above the gate within 
the Cattle, was beaten down- i :■ There was a breach large enough, made 
not farrefromthe gate of the Biriwacke i and the ditch alfo was filled up 
with ftohes and rubbifa , fo rihat they might well enough have entred 
there*, btk becaufe it lay to openin the very mouth of the enemies {hot, 
it was not thought fafe to givc:the aflaul/c dtthat place. Wherefore ha- 
ving provided Ladders , they wentto the point of the iioickhoufe,.tlier« 
to ditnbeupout of danger ofrhe Enemies {hot. Xheforemoft intfrjs/er- 
vice wefe Captain Home and Captain Crawfrtd.Humet Ladder bejqg too 
flTort,and there bein^one of his men alfo foot upon the Ladder behinde 
htm,he was forced to come down again*aridfo CravferJ gprfttt 4p ? and 
Hume followed him upon his Ladder , and fo did thesffiflfc^he Souldi- 
ers without any hurt done. So they went for ward i -and, planted a Corps 
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de gourde before the Gate of the Blockhoufe called Humes Porter* lodge* 
1 know not why or how it got that name. They had no let or impedi- 
ment, fave that they had fome fmall (hot from the Caftle , for the great 
Ordnance could not annoy them, being fo high above them. And thofe 
that had kept the Blockhoufe , had forlaken it , and were taken in to the 
Caftle , being towed up over the Wall in the night. Fork being fore 
battered , and the pailage from thence to the Caftle being fo dammed 
up, that there could come no relief nor fuccour to them from within, they 
would not ftay in it any longer , but abandoned it. While they were in 
foaling the Blockhoufe , there was another Company fent to make (hew 
of giving an affault at another place,but they having gone further on than 
they had warrant or diredion , they were repulfed , and about thirty 
of them (lain. And fo they did ( as it were ) make an exchange , and 
recompenfo their lode of the Blockhoufe, with the death of there thirty. 
But this taking of the Blockhoufe', was a matter of no great confequence$ 
for neither could they any wife annoy or harme them that were within 
from thence, neither was the Caftle Wall any where foalable, but as hard 
and difficult to get up into it as ever. Onely they had taken from them 
the onely Well which was left them, and out of which had been furnifh- 
ed toeach man a pint of water a day. For the other Well that was with- 
in the Caftle , by the fall of Davids T ower * was fo filled with lime and 
rubbifh , that it lerved them to no ufe. Befides , they were at variance 
amongft themfelves 5 fortheSouldiers were not well pleafed with their 
Captain,in regard of his hard ufage of them.For he had committed tohis 
wife the charge of diftributing their Vivers , fo 'to pleafe her inthat,that 
fhe might be the better contented to bear wkh his untimely and unlawful 
love toward her maid whom he intertained all this while. Iti&true, 
the viduall began to grow fcarce,but fhe made it fcarcer by her niggardly 
dil'pofition. They did not mutine, but they murmured fo,that they with- 
in were content to Parley with the befiegers. Wherefore the 26. of 
May, Grange the Captain, Pittudraxo Lieutenant , and Sk Robert CMelviU 
came down over the Wall by a rope ,and fpake with Generali Drury •, for 
they addrefled themfelves to him, as one in .whom they did much confide 
as a favorer of theirs.They demanded that their lives,! ands & honor fafe, 
they might depart with bag and baggage, both he,and all that were with 
him. But when he could not obtain that, he returned to the Caftle again. 
TheRegent after this, found means to lit the fouldiers underftand ,that if 
they would render up the Caftle , their lives fhould be faved , and they 
fhould have free libertie to paffe with bag and baggage whither they 
pleafed*, elfe that they muft expe& all tigourand extremity. Hereupon 
they fhew themfelves unwilling to undergo any more paines or danger 
for him, and refiife to obey him 5 fo thathe was conftrained to yeeld up 
the Caftle the 28. Or 29. of May, without any condition at all,butrefer- 
ring himfclf abfolutdy to the Queen of Englands pleafure. Herpleafure 
was to remit all to the Regents own wifedome and difcretiop,and fa 
thertf. of July fhe called back Sir William Drury and her Souldicrs 5 as 
alfd about the fame time her Ships and Munition were fent home againa 
tohcib ^CoiK^miftg the prifoners, the Lord Hume was committed again 
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tothe Caftle, and the Caftle Id the keeping of Gttop Mg/irof Parke* 
head brother naturall to the Regent. Sir WtiUam tfaetime of Luhington 
deceafed (the p.of July at Uith,wteKhe lay with before he was 

fufpe 6 ed,and reported to have poyftmed himfelf. What fear, what guil* 
linefle or what other occafion there was to move him hereto , or what 
information he got , or apprehenfwn he cook of cbe Regents minde to- 
ward him in particular , I know not * butafter that he knew that he was 
to be left by the Englifo in the Regents hands , he lived not many dayts. 

None of the reft were hardly ufed , fave Grange the Captain * Who being 
odious for his breach of faith tothofe of the Kings fide ( with whom he 
took part at firft ) and much more hated for his treacherous dealing with 
the firft Regent Murray , who had been fokinde and loving a friend to 
him, and hadtrufted fo much to him ,bucmoftof all forhisobftinacw 
and unmercifull ctueky in firing the Town of Bdmbwgh , and not fuffe* 
ling them to quench it, the common people did fo abominate and deleft 
him, that they could not abftaine from reviling and curfing of him, as he 
was led along , after the CafUc was forrendred ^ neither could they be 
hindred from ftoning of him: fothat they who were with him were faint 
(for faving of themfelves and him ) to take the boufc upon their heads. 

And no w that he was in the Regents power , that was no way to fatisfie 
them , but by executing of him : Wherefore beingcondemned for theft 
things , he was put into a Cart , anddrewn^kWwd tothe l^rl^ 
place of Edinburgh , where he was hanged , and with him bis brother ^ 
ffiteimei Ac, and twomen of Edinburgh 
who had made falfe Coin in the Caftle on the t. day of Auguft 157J. 
Mafter MetetMtm fentprifotter to Tantallon , and Sir Robert Md. 
ViBt 6 Uthington,to be kept there by l> 4 tW#/«wofFiftuck, whothen 

^Thiswasthe onety exploit of Witte which he atchieved , and by 
which be acquired great reputation , .the tormor itegents having never 
been able togetthis Caftle into thei t hamfcas dfo by hisno- waves rigo- 
rous dealing with thofe that werein it. Thereftoftbe time ofhis Ro- 
eende chert was a generall peace m the Kingdomc , and fuU obedience 
las yeelded to him by all men. Noman of thofe times bad feen th* kke 
before • no King was ever more dreaded and reverenced , nor did ever 
keep alf forts ofpeopte ( High- landers , Low- Landers, Borderers and 
all fin better order and greater fubjeOiOA , even to mfenour Magiftrate* 

£A Civill and Eccfemfticall. The chief mean hereof was the exe cw- 
tibn of the Laws. He midenot many new ones * bat what he made.he . 
!S)k care to have obferved. Concerning Relmmo , thtnite ihck five 
j?Ss extant, which he made in his firft PadamMnt the of January 

« w ho refuted to participate oft he SaerttmentSM they wort adminiftred. 

« Morton ordains ( intms Parliament ) fuch ptrforts Co he firft torched, 

^ andfecondly,admonilhcdto rec»td«ir Widredatcours 1 shirdlyi^to 
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*' make cbrifeffion of their faith according to the form prefcribed*,fourth- 
“ ly, to participate ofthe Sacraments* fifthly, fubmit to the t)ifcipline oi: 
‘MheChurch within fuch a competent time*,fixthiy ,if they fail to do this* 
“ that they be ekcommunicated*,feventhly,chen have their names printed 
“in a catalogue*, eightlyjdivulgcd*niMhlj,&affixed on theTolbooth door 
“ of Edinburgh * tenthly, from thenceforth to be reputed infamous*, elc- 
venthly, ndt to fit or ftand in judgement , purfue, defend , or bear any 
“ publick office * twelfthly, not to be admitted as a proof or witnef!e,or 
** afltflour againft any , profeffing the reformed Religion , till they fub- 
u init, be reconciled , and obtain a teftimoniall of their reconcilement* 
“ That to be in this Catalogue fhall be a relevant exception againft, fir ft, 
t{ Judges principall : fccondly,or Deputies : thirdly,Members of Court: 
“ fourthly* Officers: fifthly , Parties. or Procutors : fixthly , perfpns of 
"inqueft: fcventhly, or witnefles , to decline them from , firft , Judge - 
* { ment : fecondly. Office thirdly, Purfute : fourthly. Procuration i 
“ fifthly ,Inqueft : or fixthly ,Bearing witnefie : That the Arch-bifhops* 
4t Bifhops , Superintendents , Vifitours , Commiffioners , Readers, fhall 
4c give in their names within every one of their bounds , under pain of 
“ forfeiting a years rent in cafe they fail., a . The fecond A <51 is » That 
V all Ecdefiafticall perfons(that is Minifters, or fuch as pretend any right 
4 ‘ to have, or brook and enjoy any, firft Benefice: fecondly , Life-rent* 
“ thirdly , Stipend : fourthly; Penfion : fifthly, or Portion of Benefice) 
“ who fhall not confeffe , fubfcribe , and participate the Sacraments , a$ 
“ faid is, fhall be iffo fafto deprived , and all his Ecclefiafticall promoti- 
a otis and livings fhall be voide and vacant , as if he were naturally dead, 
3. The third A&: That none fhould be reputed as loyaft and faithfull 
“ Subje&s to our Soveraigne Lord , but be punifhablc as Rebels , that 
“ gave not confeffion and profeffion of the reformed Relijgion:That fuch 
'“as had once profefled it , and afterward m$de defection , fhould returnb 
u before the firft of June next ,and renew their former confeffion : firft, 
4i Promi fe to continue ih it : fecondly T o maintain the Kings author!* 
“ty: thirdly , Thb Preachers : fourthly , And ProfefTourS of the true 
Religion, againft whomfocver and whatfoever enemies , efpecially 
M againft all ( of whatfoever Nation or degree ) ^hat had bound them* 
“ felvesto maintain the decrees ofthe Councel of Trent, and werefalfely 
4c called ,Tbe kolj League. 4*Th$ fourth A St .-That whofoever were ex- 
* communicated, ana remained fo 4o.dayes,letters of homing fhould be 
4< direded to chaige him to fatisfie the decree of the Church pronounced 
“againft him , and to be reconciled to tfie Church , and fubmit to the 
*< Difcipline thereof under pain of Rebellion : and if he did remain obftf* 

“ nate , thathee fhould bet put to the home , and then letters of captiofi 
u fhould be granted to apprehend firm , See. 5. The fifth Ad was: That 
Ecdefiafticall perfons ( fuch as above ) remaining year and day at the 
home , fhould lofe their Life-rents. Thefe Laws he protfired to bb 
made in Parliament , and being made, he faw them duely, ektetuted * by 
which mean it came to pafle,thot in his time , there was no man in Scot* 

■ land, that profefted ad vowediy iny othcr Religion than the reformed * or 
maintained any point of Religion , contrary to the do&rine of this 
" r ChiifchV 
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Church. Men do now wonder at it, how it could be : yet lb it was , and 
this was the mean that procured it. ■, « , 

As for the Borders , hefe tamed and daunted them by In-rodes , and 
Juftice- Ey res j executing fome for terroar to others , taking pledges and 
hoftagesof fWrefti and puniihing them that tranlgrefled according to 
their faults , mod part by pecuniarie mulds and fynes. The High- lan- 
ders were kepc in^by binding the chief of the Clans, over to the peace 5 and 
partly by fear, partly by gentlertelTe, he drew them to the obediehce ,of 
the Laws. But the chief mean for all, was a folid and perfect peace efta- 
blifhed among ft the NobiIitie,the onely certain and fare way of keeping 
the Borderers in order * as by the contrary, a ftir amongft the, States ( as 
themfclves fpeak ) doth never faile to incite them to their theeyiog and 
fobbing. This he knowing Well , partly by his wifedome compafled 
and effected it, partly it fell out of its own accord by. mens inclination 
thereto, being wearied with fo long troubles, and theturbulent heads that 
ftirred up and entertained diftention, 'being now taken away by death. Ic 
is matter of laughter and fport,to'conftder mens judgements concerning • 
this his govemmeht.I heard then^uid have read fincc in fome memorials 
of thofe times, his government mightily taxed, and reproached, and him- 
felf cenfured as covetous & greedie^s orfe that hanged fome poor fnakes 
for a fhcW of juftice , but fuffered the richer theeves to efcape for their, 
money. And yet the fame men do not fticktofayand write. Betwixt the ; 
3. of March 1 5 7 5. and the 4. of March 1 577. the fpaceoftwo years, there 
Was nothing of importance to write of: All this time the Regent gover- 
ned the Realme both well, and wifely : for during thefc two years , the 
common people had reft and quiecneflc • Not cajnfidering that his go- 
vernment in the former years had procured aiid caufcd the reft.and qui-- : 
ctnefte of thefc years. Yea, theft fame things which they calif hanging 
of the poor for mew of Juftice , and letting the rich go for money ) they, 
might call it ( if they Would fpeak improper termes , and give it the 
right name ) a juft moderation and tempering of juftice with lenitk •, pu- 
aiilhing fome ( left impunity might breed contempt of the Law ) punjfh- 
mg the feweft and in chegendeft fort , left too much .rigour might drive, 
them to defpiire , and lb force them to defperate cdurfes, and to ftirtc up 
new commotions. If this co'urfe did withall meet right wicbjtny. natu- 
ral inclination in him towards money* yet that inclination did rather, 
eoncurre with this judgement, than' caule it. He knew the nature; of his. 
countrey-rtlen,how they cannot eafily endure to have their lives touched* 
or their bioud medled wkhal,and how hard it is to over- mafter them by 
the ftrong hand, and a Violent way jbut furrc more eafie to be overcome; 
and gained by fair meancs * dnd therefore out of his wifedome Jbee 
made cftoyce of this ,‘ as the beft way , for hi$ purpofe of fettling 
Peace. . The event and iffue did jfufufic his cboyce ; for front 
hence did arife’ i fullPeace^artd perfcdt quiemefle .., together, with 
ill obedience ahd good order ihGhurchr and State!, at home ,'and ac-r 
count and great efteem of Strangers abroad. Hisf fneanes (indeed) 
Were alfo increafed, yetthat came npt fb muchJby publkk fynes Qtfqr*r 
fetufes,irs byhis good husbandry and. thrifty managing of the revenues 
’ ' . % Itx of 
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of the Crown, and his own private eftate. For ho man knew better how 
to improve both the one and the other , and to make the be ft of them* 
and no man was more carefull and diligent in it,than he. He guided both 
himfelf,and imployed his own pains and induftrie therein,as in all affairs 
whatfbever.His fervants were ever particularly directed by himfelf, and ; 
they did but execute what he commanded. The chief men he ufed were 
tfohn Carmichael of Carmichael , and George Auchinleck of Balmannoe* 
He imployed the former in all matters that were to be done upon the Bor- 
ders, having made him-even a warden* theothcr had a care to gather in his . 
rents, and was (as it were) Stuart or Chamberlaine to him. His private 
delight was in planting and building which heedid very magnifi- 
cently , efpecially at Dalkeith * for which Drumlenrig admonifhed 
him that it was too fumptuous and ftately for a Subjeft , and too 
near to Edinburgh. He built alio an houfe in Tiyidale,called the Drogh- 
holes, for his private retreat. 

He grew fo in efteem ofwifedome and riches with all men , that it 
was no wonder though hee were a little couched with the opinion of 'it 
himfelf* being now paft all emulation , and fo accounted of by all men, 
he could not but efteem aifo well of himfelf. They whodid envie him 
had little hope to hurt him by aftion, being above their reach * but by 
their tongues they fought to make him envied of all * faying , He had all 
the riches , dll the friendship , and all the toiftdome of Scotland , Him alone + 
This was Hyperbolicall,and fpoken to ftir envie* yet thus far it was true, 
that he had more ofallthefethan any other one man , andfo much as all 
his enemies were not able to match or impaire. He had added to 
his friendfhip great parties, the Lord CMaxwell and Hamilton. Max - 
toed married his Niece . ( a daughter of his brother David, and lifter 
Germain to Arcbbald'EzxXt of Angus ) and the Lord Bothwefl alfo ha 4 
married her fitter Margaret , Relift of Walter Scot of Balcleugh. The 
Lord Hamilton had been in great enmitie with him* for ( betides the pub- 
lick caufe of Regent Murrays death ) he. with his brother Claud of 
Pafley, had killed fohnjlon of Wetter- hall, a follower and depender of 
the houfe of Angus* At that time the Countefle of Cafsills ( Lyon by 
hame, of the houfe ofGlames,and a near Coufin to the Regent^ was a wi- 
dow. Whether the loveto that Lady brought ort ; the reconcilement , or 
their reconciliation occafioned theaffeftion to the Lady jx. i* hard, to fay* 
but fo it was,thar Hamilton fuited her in marriage , ami obtained his fuit* 
and bythis all quarrels , and more efpecially that (laughter of Wetter*; 
hall wastaken away. And for the better fatisfaftipn herein , both the 
brothers (the Lord Hamilton , mdiCland of Pafley ) made publick obey- 
lance to Arc bb aid Earle of Angus, ih the Palace of Haly-roochhoulr, 
J>y coining the whole breadth of the Inner-Court thereof bare- 
footed, ana bare- headed, and falling downon their knees, holding each 
a naked fwordbythe point, delivered it to ;hffli to take hold there- 
of by the Pommcll. This Was irt the yeareU575* the /eventh of 
March , being Monday. After this/, HaTtnltfin was/ married to the 
Lady . Yet may it; bee doubted; , .whether; hej acquired mprp friend- 
ihip in private by them, than he: fUmifhcd mattef of obloquie jn publick 

• to 
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K)fchecouhtrey ? becaiife both thefe brothers were accounted authours 
or acceflarieto the killing the Earle ofL6nnox,( then Regent ) and the 
Kings Grand-father * asalfo they had been of that of Regent, Murray; 
Thefe {laughters all the Nobilitie (fefpecially of the Kings fade ) had fo r 
femnly fwome to avenge s and notv by this hee ftemed to neglect 
that quarrell , and his oath, and that he had more care to be fatisfied m 
his own particular, for the daughter of one mean man his de;pender . It 
grieved particularly William Dtuglas of Loeh-leveh ,• who defifted not 
from the purfuit of thole that had flain his brother Murray : after a privac 
manner, feeing he could not get publick juftice executed* twice he fet up- 
on the Lord Haihilton ^ as he was coming froth Arbrothe, and chafed him 
fo,that he was conftrained to return to Arbrothe again.. Another time as 
he was coming through Fyfe,he made him flee to Darcie, which he befet 
& lay about it,till the Regent fent to him,and commanded him to defift. 
However, by the alliance of theft Noblemen, he feemed more ftrengthe- 
fied & more fecured.The Earle of Angus (his Nephew ) was married to 
the Lord Ercskins lifter, daughter to the late Recent, -Earle of Marre,a La- 
dy of rare beauty and vertue, arid worthily made choice of, by, Morton 
Who was author of the match, both bciaufeofthe Ladies deferving,asah 
io for that it not: a little feemed to ftrengthen him, feeing her mother and, 
fancies (during the minoritie of her brother)had the cuftody & edcuation 
of the young Kings perfon, which wasthe only way to attempt any thing 
againft his Regencle. Whether theft things begat in him fecurity , ana 
fecurity bred carelefnefteto entertain mens love, frorp whence did arife a 
loithing of him in all eftates,& coldnefle in particular friendlhip jor what 
ever the occalion was,certain it is,that he keeped his place more by the e- 
ftimation of all,than by the affedtion of many jOn.the occalioqs following. 
We Ihewed before , bow iia matters of Church-government , he ever 
inclined ( asthemoft politick courfe ) totheeftatepf Bilhops. The 
tianft was yet retained bycuftome,the Rents were lifted. qlfo by them (as 
we have faidJmOrefor other mens ufe & profit, than their own.’fhey bacj 
ftlfo place & vote in Parliament after the old manner rfyid h? wopldgladly 
have had them to have kept their pa Wet and jqri^^ion.oyer^ieirbre- 
thren.M.^^ Douglas being dead, he filled the placebyputtingih M.P4- 
trick Adamfit his ddmeftick Chaplain , who the^fo^lowed tl^t/TOurft^ 
thoughbetore he had preached agWrift it, M»oy.Wery difyi^a^l,i^kwi^hj 
all the Minifters ( efpecially they of greateft authority) & all men of all c? 
Rates that were beft affafted toReligion.f^e«od?^yaured alfo to haye put 
the charge arid cure of more. Churches jritoojtetPrsaehers ha,ryds|;iVthat 
there being the fcwerto provide of ftipends,the JCipgs revenuesCwhapdd 
them out dfthe thirds of the.Church, lands^mighfi ^^intqr^afcd! ]by the fur- 
plufage which remained to him. Has did.fo eagedy pr^lle tjjisjjoinc, 
that fom'e thought it necriTary to. write againffihjS<?onrfey naipel^, Mi- 
ller John DAvtdfon ( Minifter at SaU-Prefton j,.|^.n#^tqdpnt,|^A%>, 
drews. Him he caiifed to be fummOnedjtQ ufider^ye the iaw , a«^obfe 
ln<}ided criminally , smdbejngeowiatcd for; flreweu ^Mmfelf 

fo animated againft him, that he dupft not under-ga hjs.triaU^ktt. Ked to 
England, with the confent of thofe that were bail for of wforn he 

Xx i - exaJSfca 
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exa&ed the fumme to the full , and they willingly did choofe rather to 
Generali Af- pay it, than to expofe their friend to the hazard of his wrath. The Printer 
fcmbl y £ - of the Book Robert Lake - privike was convided by an affife or jurie , and 
committed to the Caftte of Edinburgh. It was alfo hardly taken, that 
he fought to diminilh the authentic of the Generali Aflemblies of the 
Church, by refuting to be prefent ( being defired) at an Aflembly hol- 
dcn in Edinburgh the 6 . of March, 1575. which was very frequent- 
ly and lolemnly kept altnoft by the whole body of the Countrey 5 the 
Nobility, Gentrie, Commiffioners from Burrowes , as the cuftome had 
alwayes been , and as he himfelf before had been prefent at them. Yea, 
he began toqueftion their priviledge and libeitie thereof , by asking the 
Commifltonersf which were fent from them to crave his affiftance there- 
at ) who had given them power to aficmble the rfings Lieges without 
his leave , Who was in authority : With this unlocked for demand, they 
were dallied at firft, but re-colle&ing and gathering their wits again,they 
anfwered : He that OAve power to preach ml bear preaching , gave power alfe 
to conveene in Ajfetmlies t Neither doth h depend on man (fay they.) He laid* 
that was treafon. They anfwered , That if Jo be , then ah the t^Afoftles were 
Traitonrs , and the primitive Church in time of perfection. He l aid , That 
they conveenedonely to preach the word : They anfwered , That they convee - 
ned to advance y facilitate , and fet forward the preaching of the word , and that 
was to preach alfo, Bat however , if to conv cent without the confine of the 
Cteagtftrate were anldwfuU , preaching was alfo nnlawfttU , unlejfe they fhould 
preachto the Wals. A litde velitation thus paffed, he in end refufed to 
goe / which did fo grieve them all , that a public k Faft was appointed 
to pray for diverting. and averting of feeh things as he feemed by this to 
intend again!! the accaftomed Aflemblies. He propounded to be reafo- 
ned , whether the frpreame Magi fr ate fhould not be beau of the Churches wed 
as of the common-wealth 5 and there were Divines appointed to difputc it 
for the Churchj Lowfon (Mini Her at Edinburgh ) the Laird 



Regent j there tvasthe Jnftice-Clerk/Mafter David Borthwick , Six fames 
Balfonrt, and William Douglas of W hittingame. Tbefe met it Edinburgh 
in the' Abbey , and conferred for thefpocc of 1 x. or 1 5 . dayes * but hen 
finding no appearance of obtaining that point , diflolved the meeting till 
anewappointmeftt. 

: Thfc CdmmoiWjitnd chiefty the Town of Edinburgh were offended 
beeddfe he! Had diminifhed the value of a certain brafle or cop* 
pdf -dff 'tie fdtlled Hard-heads) and abafed them from three half pence ttf> 
Jfpeittiy'.f'dnd jflfothepteck piecef another btafie coyne)from fbqrc pence 
tq twb^ !i tiWch W& done (nocw&hftandiug') by the content of a very 
foequ^fCdnvenfibfri where the whole Notoy .( no Eerie , Lord, or 
gteatjniadiii ^^ScOthuid Being aibfeht y«k^c the Lord Hamilton * not then 
■fotdifdlpd )wasp&fefttthe of February 1 J 73 . He liccSi fed alfo the 
Ifr^frh^tfihg.of COk# dut of the Countrey , again!! WUch he himfelf 

the fcutchers of E 4 «lnfgh foe fixefrahin^^^a^t^tnd 
w / ; afterward 
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afterward dif miffed them, having paid a Fine. He held Juftice Eyre*, 
and railed a taxation under colour to cot down the Woods of Hair- law 
( on the Borders ) which was aplace of retreat and refogeto out- laws, 
theeves and rebels. Thefe things were interpreted to be done rather as a 
pretext to get Money , than for any other good ufe or end. He was in 
his own perfon loofely given ( his own Wife being frantick ) and his 
houfhold fetvants were not much better , as it commonly comes to parte 
by imitation. They were alfo not altogether void of enviefor their 
great wealth : nor of hatred , in regard of the way that men thought they 
got it , which was by receiving and taking bribes from fuch as had fuites 
irohimforobtainingaccefletohim , or his favour by their means , and 
fome fuch indirect wayes. Richesare ordinary accompanied with hauti- 
nefTe and difdainmg of others, either really, or in mens opinion 5 which 
doth again beget difdain in thofe that think them difdabfull. This was 
the generall opinion men conceived of his fervants T from the higheft to 
the loweft .even of his door-keepers and grooms. One thing did mar- 
Velloufly offend men: George K_siuthenUck of Bawmannow having (T can- 
not tell what) fmall quarrell agamft one Captab Nisbet , bebg come out 
of Dalkeeth ( where the Regent kept commonly his refidence) and going 
tip the Street , he met this Nisbet , where drawing his Rapier , he thru ft 
him through , ahd leaving him as dead, he held on his way to the Tol- 
booth where the Lords of the Seflion hue , as chough he had done no 
wrong,with great indignation of the beholders : and at night he returned 
to Dalkeeth , where he waited upon the Regent as befOre. This made 
the people to murmnre both againft hbl as the ado or , and again ft the 
Regent as conniving thereat , who perhaps did not hear of it , at leaft tor 
a certain fpace. This Auihenlecks credit with the Regent was fo great* 
that all fuites ( forthe moft part ) were obtained by him : and therefore 
men of the beft qualitie countenanced ,and followed him, which was both 
obferved and difdained. One day this man being m the Tolbooth wkhb 
the Inner- Barre, Oliver Sirtclar (fometime Mbionand Favourite to King 
James the fifth, who was riow ai Court ) Handing at the Middle Barre, 
intreated ear rtefHy . to {peak With hirri , Which bavingobtaifted with diffo 
icultie,when the other asked him What he had to fay to him:06W dnfwe- 
red , I am Oliver Sinclar , and without faying any mOre^efc him 5 as if he 
Ihould have faiid , Be not too frond of jour (furtjhif , twos once as yet* are ,yt* 
may fait fo be as torn . 1 This was matter of much talka long time. ... 

The Nobilitie grudged to fee the Regent and his fetvants to ingrofte 
all matters of profit and edmmoditie to themfdves alone. If any Writ 
.Were to pafle, it parted through at the higheft rate 4 few cafualities were 
given cheap, fe wer gratis. The marriages of Wards , the gifts of ef- 
cheit, re-abling, or naturalization, were bellowed all upOn his Dome-. 
Ricks. They were negle&ed in thefe thing*, and in other things' alfo of 
a higher nature.thdr advice Was not often fought , rtor them felves much 
Employed , as if he had not ftpod in rifed of them. TheEarle ofArgyle 
{ was mightily incenfed ag abfthhri upon this occafion. He had a Jewell 
which had foretime belongedtO QtitdtiAfary 4 . which was an enfigne of 
precious ftones,fet in forraeoftheleftetlt ( {otUtnrj) which his Lady. 

had 
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had either gotten from the Queen (who was her After ) to keep , or fomd 
other wiy in a token perhaps $ the Regent re- demanded it as belonging 
to the King, and when he got it not by requeft,he fcnt an Officer of arms 
to him, and charged for it 4 whereupon it was delivered to him>but with 
great alienation of his hfeart and affedion ever after. 

His moft near and particular friends wanted not their own exceptions 
and grievances againft him. In the Eaft and middle March , he planted 
ft rangers amongft them, as Arch.Auchenleck{ brother to George) and Arch, 
Carmichael { brother to fohn Carmichael of Carmichael ) in the Merle. 
Thefe he married to two Wards; the laft to ont flume , Inheretrix of E- 
drem ; and the former to one Sleigh of Cumblege •, notwithftanding 
that (he had gone away with Patrick Cockburne ( brother Germain to the 
Laird of Langton ) who had kept her certain dayes,yet he caufed an Of- 
ficer of arms to charge him to deliver her, and fo (he was exhibited, and 
married tp Auchenleck. Both thefe march with the Linds of Bonckle, be- 
longing to the Earle of Angus * and therefore this planting of thefe men 
there, was not well taken $ but was interpreted , as if hee had meant to 
ftrengthen himfclf thereby them, and to acquire dependers there for 
himfelf, not leaning or trufting fufficiently to thofe of the Earle of An- 
gus, or his friends in that Countrey. The purchafing of the Lands of 
Spot to his naturall fon fames , wrought him both hatred and hurt (in the 
end; for it quite alienated Alexander Hume of Manaerfton. This K^Ale- 
xander had to wife a lifter of George Hume of Spot, and by her divers chil- 
dren, of whichonejvas George , afterward Earle of Dumbar. George of 
Spot having but one daughter , had taken tp him, and ( in a manner) ad- 
opted this George fonne to Alexander , with resolution to beftow his 
daughter on him in marriage , and with her his whole eftate. It fell out 
afterward, that fohn Cockburne of Ormefton married a daughter of Ale- 
xander of Manderfton. This fohn haying fome difference with Spot a- 
bout fome Lands , the very day before his marriage, rode with his Com- 
pany $ and did eat up the Comes that grew on the controverted Lands ‘ 
which Spot had fowne. The next day Spot being at the Wedding of 
his lifter daughter , complained of the wrong done to him , but received 
Email fatisfadion , either of the Bride-groome , or 1 of his brother-in-law. 
Who was loath to offend his new Allie. Spot conceived fuch indignation 
hereat, that to be revenged of Manderfton , he refolved to fell his eftate^ 
and to beftow his daughter lomewhere elfe , andfo to difappoint his 
fonne George . Wherefore he addrelfes himfelf to the Reeent,and ofleri 
his daughter with his whole eftate to his fonne fames. The Regent, no- 
thing flack to fuch an occafion , without more fcruple or any queftion, 
tranfaded and contraded with him , and the marriage was accordingly 
accomplilhed betwixt Anna Hume , and fames Douglas who got by her 
All the Lands pertaining to her father George Hume of Spot , his life- rent 
onely being referved. . By this meui Alexander of Manderftoh, and his 
fonne George were debouted and fruftrate , which did fo incen'fe him, 
that from that time forward , he lay in wait (as it were ) and watched for 
An opportunity to be revenged of the Regent. There lyeth near unto 
thefe Lands of Spot,the Lord fhip of Thurfton, which belonged by inhe- 
ritance 
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titance to Craigie-Wkllace , but Waspoflefled by Sir George Hume of 
Wedderburne * and had befen pofleffed: by his PredecefloUrs ot fo long a 
time , that it is thought to have been their pofleflion before they had 
Wedderburne , for eight arninegenerations. The right they had was 
fometimes a Leafe , fometimes ( the Leafe expiring ) kindlinefleonely. 
At laft,the King having given to Wedderburne the Lanas of Dundonald 
( which lay hard by Craigie Wallace Gates ) Wedderburne puts him iri 
poflefsion of them , and tetaines his poflefsion of Thurfton , wherewith 
they refted both a long time well contented and fatisfied. This ex- 
cambion being reall, and without W rit on either fide , it fell out that the 
Kings Lands ( which had not as yet bin fet to feud)coming to be fet out, 
they that were intruded therewith , finding Craigie* Wallace in poflefsi- 
on of Dundonald , gave him a legall right to it , and fo he had the right 
both of it and Thurfton. Hereupon he warnes Wedderburne to remove 
from Thurfton, as having no right thereto , but he kept his poflefsion. 
On this enfued no little trouble , by reafon of Waughtonsafsiftingof 
him , who had married Craigie- Wallace fifter. Afterward Sir George 
of Wedderburne ( Uncle to this Sir George ) marrying a daughter of 
WaughtonS , matters were taken up and accorded , and Wedderburne 
was no more molefted. The Regent knew all this very well, and yet not- 
withftanding hereof, the neameffe of Thurfton to Spot,and his defire to 
enrich his (tone > made him to fend for Craigie- Wallace , and buy his 
title and tight from him to Thurfton. Then he fends for Wedderburne, 
tels him what he had done , and chat he did not mean to make him a 
lofer thereby : and thereforedefires to know what fatisfa&ion he would 
have for his right and incereft. He anfwered, That he de fired nothing hut hit ' 
Own, tnd thaiwely could content hint. The Regent replyed , That he had 
novo bought that : And the other anfwered , That he voas the more unkinde to 
buy that which he knevf to be hk by ft long and kindly poflefsion. No other in 
. Scotland (fijyes he) ydooddhervebnighbif^ nag you , my Lord , if you had not 
been Regem.; T his He bore patiently 5 > juL*ifro.fpeo§h ofa juftly offended 
fr iend 5 ye the ft 11 1 J) f efledhirato fcno w, what coarctation he would have; 
but the Other pe tufted in his former drifwer , That hit own would onely con- 
tort him. - So they patted, being divided in words and minds,conceming 
this particular ,• but without breach of friejndfhip, After a while the Re- 
gent (to bfirt'gOrtthe matter mdte freely, and co necefsitate him thereto) 
makes wartime , and no objedion being made , obtairies a decreet of re- 
moving againft him. Wfedderburne to (hew what little account he made 
hfthefe doings, fils a budding omit, that he might know he had no in- 
tentioft tfr rtfillbvb* He had a Leafe which was not expired as yet , and 
there W Uti'iftb ot thfeebyears thereof co run *, but he would hot make ufe 
of it, bpt kept' it up, partly to trie the Regents intention , partly referving 
k as a ground efredu&it>tt,if it fhould need.Thus they continued all the 
time of his Regency * after his dimlfsion the difference was take-away 
by WtHittm Douglas ofl3dgh ; ieven , i after this manner; Wedderburne 
got ofte Ml f of the Landafthe Manotir-houfe^and what lay about it; and 
afull an^petfeidk right thereof, and did quit the other half, which was 
fetout ifi-Tehantry. Sir fames Humeoi Coldenknows; and Alexander 



Digitized by c^ooQie 



Of Archbald the ninth Elrle of. ArigW) 

Hume of Huton-hall were alfo alienated front him , but I know nOt 
■what the occasion of it was. InTiviotdale WilliamKer of-Cesford; 
and Aridrefr ker of Fadunftde were lifcewife difplcafed , and. had 
fallen Off from hirtl for tome hard ufagev :Hee had . banifhed Wil- 
iam Ker of Ancram > dor the fewd betwixt hlmand the Ruther4 
/.ords , of- whom hee had flaine one'. ' Hisfadjershoufc of Ancram 
was feized,arid given in keeping to his enemies the 7* rptoblcs, His mqther 
X adaughterof the hoafe of Wcdderbume,ahd.the Regents Coufin Getr 
mane) had often filed to him, to have it reftoredto her ahd her husband, 
but could hot prevaile with him. Atlaft, (herfound means . by her felf 
and her fervincs, to get into the houfe (being negligently kept) and turn r 
ing the keepers out of doores without doing theni any harme , dwelt in it 
with her husba,nd , and her other fonne Robert. Wiltiufy abjentftd higafelf 
from prublick (new , and remained fometimes in England but moft part 
in Wedderburne , both iri Sir Davids ; and Sir Georges tiipe * 7 .neither was 
the Regent very carefull to purfue him, or fearch aftef him (though hee 
knew ofit, and they made no bones to conteSe their receiving andeqtcr- 
taining of him in their houfes)yet would he notreleafe him frpmhisba- 
hi(hment ,beipg loath to d i fpleafe thcTrombles aadRut herf ojds whole 
fervice was very ufefull to him. He tolerated alfo fohn Hume ( fonne na- 
tural! to John, called of Crumftaine ofthehoufe of. Wedderburne ) who 
liad been with William Kerot Ancram in all his troublc^fo farreasacthe 
meeting which the Regent had witbthe Englifh(®fterthe Rcd-fwirc-Jhe 
being fn company with Wtddwbtirnc , the 'Trumblts and Rutherfords pqj^ 
ceiving him to be there , went to the Regent, andcomplsunedthat he waf 
fuffered to live in the Countrey, being a Rcbdl,andOnc tharfi^fbmucb 
"wronged them. Let him alone{(iyes the Regent ) ' a nddopotmeddle wah t 
him at this time , jvheH he hathfo mfny of his friends About. h)m: for if ke were 
now challenged , it might trouble yon A*d me both! .Some few dayes after 
this he dreht to Tantalloh with Wedderburne "where havipgkepc niip- 
felf but of the Regents fight all the day long , at night (when . the Regent; 
was gone to bed ) he fell to Cardswith the fervahts in the , The Re- 

gents Chamber wis haird by. , and he ,not refting well, aroleand came 
forth to the hall in his night-gowrte to look oritheir gamir^ By chance, 
John fate next to him , and he leaning with fci£ hand on his fhoulder % 
long time, without knowing whdhewa* , vat left goingjMwy jp bed ah 
gain , he perceived it was hfc , and fouling, faid to -him GOD make yod 
a good man * and fo went his way. From theriPe/ofward 
impUblick ,anc} came ordinarily into, his fight aAd prefenc^ wichp^Ming 
challenged jas if h&had been formally *deafed;£taa(hik^ 

EarlofAngUs himfelf had hisownmfeontents^dth.pughtjh^.^caifrf 
full to preferre 8 c provide for his n at oral fons ,ana not fb iCtfrdfyio^hmf 
he Ihould have been. Befides,thefethat thoi^hftbejafelves 
be hid prpfefled enemies that hunted, for alli^advantagMj«fpfn i m 
thfcy could devife •, at home the Caftle h€dotb {t^i^X:^f(^f ctelUne^ 
Sir Robert Melvin, Pittadraw ) and abroad in Ei)ni$^Nm9m^c to n,Fat<t 
bihafte , , Waughtonfwho was not very j>Ufie| Glafeoy^ 
ijwd Rofir, Afnbaffadours , and' AgerttsdorAcQuepn* Thefe things, 
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like warts or freckles in a beautifull body,feemed to (lain the luftre of his 
government, and though they may be thought but fmall flips and weak- 
ne(Tes,yet they made imprelsion in the mindes of fbme, and in the own 
time brought forth hard effe&s, albeit in refpe<ft of his place , wifedome 
and power (like flow poyfonj they were long ere they did fllew forth 
their operation. 

. There fell out. a bufinefle in the year 1576. the 7. of July, which 
men looked ftiould have brought onwarre with England. Sir John 
Warden of the middle March in England, & Sir John Carmichael 
Warden for Scotland jtnet for keeping of the Truce, at a place called, The 
Red Swire.Thcrethe Scottish Warden deflred that one Farfiein ( an En- J he Re4 
glifh man)who had been filed by a Bill of goods fioine from Scotland, WIrt ' 
mould be delivered, fas the cuftome was) to the owner of the goods >, to 
be keptby himuntiilhe were fatisfied For them. The Englifli Warden 
alledged that the man was fugitive, and fo the Warden was not bound 
to anfwer for him,ot deliver him,but the party endammaged was to feck 
redrcffeofany-thatfliould be found to receive or harbour him in their 
houfes. Sir John Carmichael taking this not to be fpokcn in finceritie, 
but for a fhifteo 4 ruftrate,juftice , urged and prefled the matter more 
hardly, defiring himtb fpeak and deal plainly , without fparing any 
man foffear or favour-, but regarding onely what was juft and right, ac- 
cording to equitie and reafon. Sir John Forejler thinking hirafelf 
■ taxed of partialitie , begarinc tobee angry, ana in a contemptuous 
manner bad Carmichael match himfelf with his equalls , and not 
with him , who was above him both in birth and quality $ and 
therewith hee rofe up from the place hee fate in , and walked a 
little away from thence. The Eriglifh Borderers ( chiefly they of 
Tindall ) being all Bow-men , when they perceived their Warded 
difpleafed, glad of occafion to trouble the Peace , fent a flight of ar- 
rows amongft the Scots , whereby they killed one of them , and 
K wounded diverfc. The Scots who looked for no flictl thing , and 
yvere gone fome to Cards , and fome to other Paftimes , being fcat- 
tered hereand there, fled at the fitft many of them. At length fome 
few (about twenty pcrfonsj takmg courage , and calling to the reft 
to ftay and (hind to it, they joyned together , artd charged the Englifh 
fofiercely,that they flew divers of them, amoneft whom was Six George 
Heron , a worthy Gentleman, and well beloved of both the Countreyes, 
yvhom they would have been loath to have hurt , if the heat ofthe con- 
flict had not carried them to if unawares. Sir John Forejler , and the 
Gentlemen that were with him, were taken prifoners, and brought iri- 
to Scotland to the Regent.He entertained them kindely,and hoilourably, 
but detained them as lawful prifoners, and breakers of the Peace, till the 
Queen of England fent for them . It was expected that this fhould have 
bin an occafion of warre* but the Regent was nothing afraid of the mat- 
ter.He knew them,and they him*, he entertained friendfliip with them af- 
ter his wonted manner , and fent many Scottifli falcons for a prefent 
to the Courtiers of England , whereof one made a jeft , laying. 

That hee dealt very nobly and bountifully with the Englifli , iq 

' Y y that 

•% * 


■> 


Digitized by 


Google 



Morton li- 
mits Jus Rr- 
fencic. 


^_o Of Archtald the ninth Eatle of. Angus i 

that he give them live Hawkes,for deatd Heforis , alluding to Sif Georgi 
fjerotty who was (lain . The buflriefte cdme td a treatife , and the Regent 
cameiriperfdhto FouldenintheMcrfe , where the Englifh Commit 
fioners met him. They agreed on thcfe cermes, That the goods fhould 
be rcftored,ahd for fatisfaftion and tfcpairing oftheQUeerts honour, Car- 
michscl (hould go to London, and come in the Queens will; He went as 
far as York, wneie being c'oine the itf.of September , he was detained 
there fome five or fix weeks, and fd was difihiflfed. Concerning reditu* 
tion oftheGdod$, the Regent caiifed make a Proclamation* by which 
he commanded ill that were on this fide of Forth , td come to him at E- 
dinburgh the 8.bfOftober, with provifiori oFviftuill for twenty dayes, 
intendingto gototheBorders. But he continued or adjourned the 
diet till he {hould give new adVertiremenc s for the Borderers c*afed 
from thieir dealing ,ln‘d took Order for redorihg What thfey had taken* 
Afterward he field juftice-Cburts at Peebles and Edinbhrgh,which wiS 
interpreted to be done , 'more for getting money, than dofrigof jufoce.. 
The townfmeh of Edinburgh Wert efpeciiHy aimed at,& moft cSrefully 
(ummoned-, yet they were continued and cad oVer toanothertime •, only 
they paid a thoufand mirks Scotrifh for Bullion , which the Merchants 
arc bound tp fumilhto the Mint, butftid negle&ed todolt. Durinethfe 
time of his Regebcie,he met With one priviter6nfpiracy,of which yiM I 
Semple Jon tej the Lord Sample waS authOr^npon what ground or motive 
I knowhot.lt was revealed by ontGabrlel Smpte^tha being Confronted 
with $ohn beforethe feertt Codncel, avouched it, and offered to make It 
good by combate:But it needed not, for ^MWconfeffiditjahd Wasthere- 
upon condemned to be harigcd.quartied ahd drawn. Yet when his friends 
interceeded for him, the Regent (nothing blood-tfairdy ) did onelyfeml 
him to the cadle,there to remain duririg'pleafufe$ which ribt being decla- 
red,he was kept there during his Regency .after which he was fit at liber- 
ty. In the year 1577 .the 4.0!' March, the Nobility ademblirig at Stirling 
concluded tnat the king (hould take the government into his own hands, 
and ihould be guided by a Cbilncell,and the Regent depofed. No caqfo 
was given out , nor could there be ahy fufficient reafon pretended. The 
)King was hoc yet i8.yearsofage , which wds the time limited %ndfit 
down in the Aft of the Queens dimifiion for hixh to begoVemfed by Re- 
gents. At raoft fie was but 1 1 .or 1 2. years old, When thcfe hewes were 
brought to the Regent at Dalkeith, oeing aftohiflied thefowith,he c4me 
to E<£hburgh*,but fittle couhtenance Was made to him by the toWnfmeh- 
few came : from the courttrey (no Baron almoft bfnoteifaVeWedderbam^ 
none of the Nobility , fo far were they alfihated Frbm him in affe&ion. 
And indeed though they had intended to Have come in to arsfll him, fife 
gave them no time to do it-, for, ere they could have come ( as my LOrd 
Bojd only did) he had dimitted his Regenrie 5 and Was fo far from ma- 
king any impediment or let to the Proclamation, that he kfsifted a Imgle 
officer with a trumpet, who came fo proclaime did Kings authorities and 
publicly laying down his Office , he took inftriWrieftts of his dimirsi- 
on. Tne next day vifoen the Lord Bojd came to hiito , hee chid him 
foimdly for this Whaftej artd eveh he : himfc If, 'when he had thought: 
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better on it, was. angry with himfelf $ that hee fhould fo ralhly, and un* 
advifedly have given way to his enemies, who ufed the Kings bare name 
againft his authorities which was to laft five or fix years longer, and wa$ 
cftablifhed by theLaws of the Kingdome, and Ad Of Parliament •, unto 
which they themlelves had contented and given their approbation. 

Whether or not hee did beft in dimitting * it may be difputed on both 
fides. The adverte party feemed ftrong, Aigyle, Athole, Crawfordj 
yea alfo (which did moft aftonilh him ) his friends Glames , Ruthven* 
and Lindefay-, his moft cheriftied , Pitcarne ( Abbot of Dumfermling ) 
Secretary*, and Tillebardin Controller * he had the ill-will of the Bur- 
rows, especially Edinburgh. And yet having right and the law on his 
fide, lome would have regarded that •, the multitude ( fo mutable ) 
might have been reconciled, and the Fa&ion diffolved (being glewed 
together by nothing but common difcontentment ) by contenting 
fome, and putting lome in hope of having place in managing the affairs 
of the Kingdome. Neither could matter of divifion have been long 
wanting amongft themfelves, where there were fo many heads, fuch 
diverfitie of judgement , and fo many feverall aimes and intenti- 
ons. 

Ifheehadbutftuckto his right declared, and claimed it, and in the 
mean time kept himfelf fafe by his own power and friendlhip in Dal- 
keith or Tantallon, it is poflible, and not improbable that hee might- 
have dif- appointed them. But bee left that way , and having dimitted 
the authority, he rendered alfo the Palace of Haly-rood-houfe , the 
Mint and Coyning-houfe,withthe printing irons •, alfo the Kings Jewels^ 
find what elfe beloriged to the Crown was delivered to the Lord G lamer 
and UHdxwell , who were font from the King and his new Councell to. 
receive them . And good reafon he fhould do fo , for now they were no 
itiore his, feeing he was no more Regent , having dimitted the authority, 
he could not retain them. Yet he did not lo with the caftle of Edinburgh* 
which the fame two Lords had alfo commiffion to receive. His bro- 
ther (George of Parkhead, as we have faid j wis Captain of it , who not 
being well provided of Viduall before , he found that it was then too, 
late to begin. For feeking to Vi&uall it both privatly and openly , hee 
was hindred by the Townsmen , whereupon enfued bloud-medding and. 
flaughter. The Town had placed a Guard about , the Butter- market. 

( where the Weigh-houfe now ftands J and the Conftable of the Caftle. 

Archbald Douglas ( brother to $oh» of Tillie- whillie ) bluing foith , fee 
upon the Guard before they were aware , and having killed two or three 
of them , retired to the Caftle agaih. This did no good 5 it procured 
hatred toward himfelf, but purchafed no Vi&uall tothe Caftle. Where- 
fore the Guard being more warie , he was fo ftfaited for want of Vivers* 
that he was forced to furrender it to the Lord Ruthven and the Lord 
Lindfay the firft of April 1578. . . .... ... .. . 

In this mean time ( fome fourtnight. before , the leventeenth ofGiame* fl»i* 
March ) the Lord Glames Chancellour, was flaine at Stirlin. There had a t stiriin. 
been fome old quarrell betwixt the Earle Cranford and him but now 

both being on the Kings fide, they were upon tetmes of agreement ot 
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aflurance. It happened fo, that as the one Was going to the Cafcle of 
Stirlin , and the other coming from it , they rencountred in a narrow 
Lane. Both of them commanded their followers and train to give way, 
whichtheydid , and were now all pafled fave two of their fervants that' 
were laft, who having firft juftled one another , drewtheir Swords, and 
ftew to it. Hereupon both their Lords with their Companies turned,and 
began to skirmilh *, where the Lord G lames being a tall man of ftature, 
and higher than the reft, was (hot with a Piftolet , and fo died. It is un- 
certain who it was that (hot him, but many thought it was Crawford him- 
felfc , bccaufe he was very skilful! in (hooting with a piece. Wherefore 
he was committed to prifon, but wasteleafed again foon after , without 
further triall or enquiry : Whereupon followed great enmity and mif- 
chief betwixt thefe two families of Crawford and Glomes. It was obferved 
with admiration, that the news of this (laughter , which was committed 
about five a Clock in the after-noon , was reported pun&ually and per- 
fit&ly at Edinburgh by fix , there being 24. miles diftance between. It 
appears by this, that if Morton had not laid down his authority over ha- 
ftily, other fuch things might have fallen out to have divided that fa&ion, 
which might have furnilhed him with matter enough to have wrought 
. out his own continuance therein. 

But now having laid it down , he rauft play the after-game as well as 
he may. There werechofentobe of the Kings Councell, Argyle,Athole, 
Montrofe $ the Bi(hop of CaithnefTe (Montrofes Grand Uncle ) the Ab- 
bots of Dumfermling.and Newbottle •, the Lord Ruthven,Lindfay,and 
Oglebee. Thefe coming to Edinburgh , he gives place , and withdraws 
himfelf , not to Dalkeeth (it was too near) neither to Douglas ( it was too 
farre off and out of the way ) nor to T antallon (it was a place of ftrength, 
and it might have been interpreted fear in him ) but to Logh-leven to his . 
Coufin William Douglas , who was alfoa near Coufin to the Earle of 
Marre •, that from thence , and by him he might deale with them who 
had the Kings Perfon in keeping /and finde meanes to tume about 
the wheele againe , and to overtume them who had turned him 
f in a manner ) out of his Regencie. There hee bufied himfelf ini 
making of Walks and Alleys ', in drawing of Garden plots or knbts, 
little minding- any State affaires in appearanee or if any warie wit 
did fufpeft any thing of him , or any clear eyed Lynceus , or well 
lighted Ksdrgut efpied fotne defigne ( which was very hard for them 
to doe ) yet moft part faw nothing 5 and there were but few that 
fufpe&ed ahy thing , and none that could help or hinder it. For fo 
hee brought it ( as moft men think ) or fo it came to pafte , that 
K^ilcxandtr Ereskin ( brother to the late Earle ) a man of a good eafic 
nature, and no ill difpofition , and who , though of himfelfe hee were 
nothing fa&iousor malicious, yet he had been an inftrument, whom 
the other partie ( Argyle, Athole,&c.) had ufed to turne Morton out 
of his Regencie , by admitting them unto the King , who was com- 
mitted to his charge as Captain of the Caftle of Stirlin, andTucour 
to the young Earle of Marre , was himfelfe almoft after the fame 
manner turned out of his charge of keeping the King and Caftle, 
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For as the King had been moved to tike the government upon him* 
felf before the time appointed , fo the Earle of Marre was moved to 
take upon himfelf that his own charge ( of keeping the King and 
Caftle of Stirlin ) before his time , being not yet of age nor Major. The 
mannerofic was this : One morning / the *6. of April 1S78. the 
Earle got up betimes to go a hunting , and fending for rbe Keyes 
of the Caftle Gate, ^Alexundtr ( his Uncle ) came himfelfinperfon, 
and having opened the Gate to let his Nephew forth > he himfelfo 
and his fervants were thruft out at the Gate by the Earle •> aflifted 
by his own naturall brother , and his Uncles the Abbots of 
Cambskenneth and Driebrugh ( veryworthie , kinde , upright , and. 
honeft Gentleirfen ) and fo he took the Keyes and keeping of the King 
and Caftle into his own hands the 27. of April 1578* (as my notes 
fay ) and fo not above 7. weeks after Mortons dimiflion of hi$ 

Regency. Whether or not Morton imploycd Tillibardfo^ in this 
work , and gave him Money for it ( he being Uncle to the Fade of 
Marre ) I cannot affirmeit , thought know it wa&reported j neither in? 
deed can I fay confidently that Morton plotted this bufineffe , and that it 
was his doing , or what hand he had in it, or whether it were nothing elfe 
but divifion amongftthemfelves. 

However it were, by this meanes the defignesof the new Counfel- 
lours were turned tonothing. They had ( the 9. of April ) chofen thql 
Earle of Athole Chancellour, and indi&ed a Parliament to be held the, 
io.of July, and had confulted of many Articles to be concluded therein. 

Upon the newes of this change , they go to Stirlin , but the Caftle was 
kept fo clofe, that they were not fufrered to come in , fave one at once.. 

There they had fome meetings in the Town , and afterward returned to 
Edinburgh the 8. of May. Morton waa come to Dalkeith a little be- 
fore 5 wherefore they fend to him, and defire to conferre with him. He 
came to Craig-Miller,and there fpake with Athole and Argyll, and at , 
laft (after much toffing of bufinefle ) they agreed fowell^hat they went ., 
with him to Dalkeith to dinner. On the morrow ( the 9. of June ) 

Motton goes to Stirlin, and was friendly received by the Earle of Marre ! . 

into the Caftle. The reft followed that fame day, fo that the whole 
Nobilitie was aflemblcd together the tenth day. By their advice the 
Counfell was changed ,and Morton made Principal and Prefident there* 
of. The Parliament by Proclamation was transferred to Stirlin, there Morton ; ' 
to be held the twentie fifth day of July , whither the Lords of Parlia- 
ment were ordained to come with their ordinary iraim The other Lords# ail* 0Un " 
Athole, Argyle,Moritrofe,Lindefay,Oglebcc,MaxWelL Harris* and the 
former Councell convecned in Edinburgh, and Cent Montrofe and Lind* 
lay,toexcufe their abfence, and to give the reafon and caufe of be- 
caufe ( as they alledged) the Parliament was not free , being kept within Parliament 
the Caftle of Stidin, and both King,Caftle and aft io the E&rleof Marret , 

power. All this notwithftandmg the Parliament held , wherein there of July \j 7 V; 
were not many things conduded. The chief things were a di(ch|rge gir 
Ven to Morton for hk govarnmentyduriag the time of bis Regehcip. Ao 
Exoneration to the late Earle of Marre ( who ’hid been Regent) for bis 
* : keeping 
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keeping of our Soveraigne Lords Pcrfon within the Caflle of Stjrlin. 
The Lord Hum was alfo reftored from his forfeitrie, by the meanes and 
procuring of Sir Georgt Hum of Wedderburne, with the confent indeed 
Of Morton (whom he folicited for that end) but againft his opinion and 
advice. For he told him freely, that he thought it was not his beft courfe* 
for(fayes He)yOu never got any good of that houfe,& if it were once taken 
out of the way, you are next, and it may be you will get but fmall thanks 
for your paines : Sir George anfwered,that the Lord Hjume was his Chief, 
and he could not fee his houfe ruined $ if they were unkinde he could not 
do withall , that would be their own fault-, this he thought himfelf bound 
to do, and for his own part, whatfoever their carriage were to him , he 
would do his duty to them •, if his Chief fhould tume him out ?: .he fore- 
doore , he would come in again at .the back-doore. Well (fayes Mor- 
ton ) if you be fo minded, it fhall be fo, I can do no more but tell you my 
opinion, andfoconfentedtodoit : Yet Sir George had fo ordered the 
matter , that he made no queftion to have carried it without Mortons 
confent by the Abbot of Driehrugh and Cambskenneth , to whom he 
was allied by his wife. W herefore they are mif-taken that fay Morton 
did all, and that there was nothing done but according to his pleafure 5 
for hee was but acceflaiy , and concurred (as one of the chief and prime 
Noblemen) but the houfe of Marre had the main fway at this time. Ac 
this Parliament , the wardenrie of the Eaft march was taken from Col- 
dtnknowes, and given to Sir George of Wedderburne , and he thought 
it no fobberieto take it,being given him. In Auguft the other Lords 
( with whom were Coldinknows and Manderfton, Cesford and Fadun- 
fide) affembled their forces , and having fet forth a Declaration , that 
their purpofe was to fet the King at liberty , they marched from Edin- 
burgh to Fawkirk. Neither was Morton flow in gathering together his 
friends at Stirlin , with refolution to have tryed the hazard of abattell. 

• The Earle of Angus went out divers times , and skirmifhed with them, 
frKiltetwltt butthere was ho great hurt done. Onely in a lingle Combateor Dueli 
( upon a challenge ) which was fought on horfe-back with Lances , one 
Taite ( a Tividale mein that belonged to Cesford ) was flain by J-ames 
tfohnfton a follower of Angus , he alfo being fore wounded .At laft they 
came to an agreement, and left they fhould teem to have done nothing, 
they condefcended that the King fhould be brought to Edinburgh or 
elfewhere,as they pleafed , by the advice of the Nobility, which ferved 
tittle for their purpofe \ for there was no.time limited \ and when tie was 
brought tothe palace of Haly-rood-houfe (the 30. of September 1579.4 
year after ) yet was Marre and Morton the chief men about him , and had 
greateft credit with him. 

But before that time it was concluded in Councell that the Lord 
Aberbrothe and Claude of Pafley his brother fhould bee purfued 
as flayers of Lennox and Murray ( late Regents ) which was 
done accordingly. But they themfelves having fled into England, 
their fervants were taken , and fome executed, others imprifoned, 
tad their Lords Houfes demolifhed. This motion is thought to have 
proceeded chiefly from the houfe of Marre and Logh-leven. Wee 
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hear of no new occafion given by than , for they remained-neutral^ 
and did not fide With either partae at this time. Motton^pap; wa,$, 
that he remained a fpe&ator , and was contented that mep^ mind% 
fhouldbe taken up with fome other thing , and not have leaTpr? to thipj^ 
of him, and his late gitatnefle, and Chao their fork fhould be ppvyrfd forth 

onfomewhateUe- . - > ./o,,-. 

While they remained yet at Stirlin , the Eark ofiAtbP.k 4 ^'Md?p- Atholc cjieg 
ly , which was matter of much calk , and gave occafion CP Mptcpps atStIrIia * 
enemies to lay that foule afperfion upon him > that he had ppyfpuen 
him. For all the Do&ours did affirme that he waspoyfoued > iayeopfly^ 

Dolour Prefttn , who faid it was no poyfon * but being defoed tp 
ofit , and having onely touched a little thereof with , this lip of ju$ 
tongue , it had almoft coft him his life , and he did never atcerjfulty 
recover , but languifhed and was fickly fo long as he lived.. Wh?C9i 
fore feeing it was certainly poyfon , Who could give it bin) ( , fftid 
they ) but Morton t And yeethey could neyer teh bow he po_ul 4 
doe it. For hee was not in Morions lodging , nor Morton in h/$> 
jas they knew , and doe chemfHves confefli. Neither were any cfos^ 
belonged to -Morton in his houfe and though they bad beepe* 
they were neither Cooks , nor Cup-hearers , hor Carvers itp bwV 
So blinde is malice , or fo mutiqious jux impudent d§tra#Qi)r£> 

Morton cleared hiuriMfe of thisim pupation at his death f Ar^dy^t 
‘there are fome to this day, that are not afhamedeo report if- \ 

In the next yeare 157P. in June, upon the Kings Jqngiqgjp b? A- 
broad , it was concluded in Councell that he /fhouldgo ,to fcdinbvgp 
the 2 j. of 'September next , but he carpenot lillthe 30, day tbete,- 
<of. Morton and Marre were ftitl with him as ihis'.cbkf Cqynfejloyr^ 

*They -invited him to. Dalkeith , where hee /remained a cepfin/pace, 

"and returned to the Abbey of Haly-rood-houfe tiuc tiJ.of .Q^ober: 

*The day following hee made his entry through c tbe City, pf ,Ediji- ^ cJ K t ^|. 
burgh with great folemnity and poiUye * With .great . CQiicowfe, and ap- 
plaufc of peopfe , rejoyemg to fee - him whom, they )loved ; he#? ij y ,and mak« . 
‘dearly , as ihey teftHrcd by their acclamations and piaya*,,ppwred “oa^«. T * 
%rthforhisfafety and. welfare. After this (on the. 20. of 0<fob« ) he 
'kept a Parliament, extant in the primed Adb. Hitherto y ?e haye 
r feene out Eatle of Morton , thoughnotan abfoluie .Favputite of for- 
tune , yet focherifhedby her , -that howbeit.lbee.did now.andtheji 
‘frown on him , yet fh?c feemed rather to cry bisftrength whether or 
nor he were able to endure a ftorme,^nd ride it out with jefolution, than 
'that ihe meant to oyer-whelme him inher waves * v for. theiffuedidey^r 
“prove advantagious to him^and he became raaher.a gaioer thaAa Jpfer t )y 
Tiis fiiflferings. But now having raifed him to. tl«' higheft digpiye and 
T pitch of greatnefle that a fiibje# was capable of ; according to. her, accp- 
flpimed levitie , all 6f a fudden turninghowntbatwas up of bet wheele, 

“’‘uie brings him fo lowastolole Hfeand eftatej"Ehdroisnpthu»g iDP^ de-, 

• ferves oor obfervation,than thefe vielffitudesofgreat places, cofee ipen/af 
.low madehijgh,and than agam falling frOmjtheir height andjgreat.ne Ife to 
IkcOtficfdir, which is to be feen iii ' A & and Cauf&op^e of b‘ s 
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T ragedie , fo notably as is rare to be found elfe where. Who could an4 
would truly difeover the depth of the myfteries of thefe times , and tell 
cxa&ly whd were the chief plotters and firft movers of fhis work , and 
who were the ioftruments and. executcrs thereof , as he Ihould do apiece 
of good fervice for dearing of the truth of things to pofterity,& the ages 
to come, fo do I cortfefle for my own part, that itis too hard a task for my 
felf to performe,and more thin I will undertake or promife to do. All that 
I can ao is to fet down the a&ions which are evident in gro(Te,and to fol- 
low fiich cOnjedurall probabilitie in the narration as my weak judgement 
can lead me to. We have heard how the King & Queens fadions did long 
contend, and how Morton had ever been on the Kings fide , and how in 
his Regencie he had fo handled bufinefTe , that they that- Rood for the 
Queen had yeelded and acknowledged the King and him as Regent.The 
keeping of the Cattle ofEdinburgh was the laft Ad of oppofition , and 
With the yeelding ofic,*ll was whilbt. Lithingtonznd. Grange were taken 
out ofthe way, who were the ftrongeft or the ftouteft upholders thereof, 
Yet the Society was not quite broken orextinguilHed with them. Matter 
ipohn (JMtteilinc{jLovc\zi\mt Priour of Coidingame , and brother to Li- 
thingtbn ) Sir Robert iMehin (uncle to Grange ) Pittadraw , the Bifhop of 
Dunkell,-and fome others remained. Thele he had committed to priion 
for a fhort while $ afterward had pardoned them, and fet them at liberty. 
They kept Rill their old minde, entertained mutuall friendlhip and corre- 
fpondcnce,and wanted onely occafion to Ihew the effeds of their former 
difpofition : Efpecially Matter $ohn CMetellane , and Sir Robert CMefatn 
bore great hatred to Morton 5 the one for putting his Nephew Grange to 
death, the other bccaufe he fuppofedMorton would have done as muc h to 
his brother, if he ( fearing fo much ) had not prevented it by poyfoning 
himfelf,asthe common rumour was. Befides thefe private grudges, the 
publick Caufe did alfb egge them on and animate them againtt him,which 
they never forgot , and looked upon him as the man who had beeiie the 
bane thereof. Yet they fet it on foot again, by commending of it openly, 
and advancing it ( all they cpuld ) fecretly and indiredly * ufing all the 
tneans they could to make all things work for the Queenes advantage. 
She had her Agents and Ambafladours in Prance , together with her 
Uncles ( of Guile ) and wanted not her under- hand Favourers in Eng- 
land , that ftill had their eye upon her ( as upon the riling Snnne ) whom 
they efteemed the hope of their Religion. Their fuite now was ( whp 
'would not think it fo i ) both plaufible and modett •, to joyn the mother 
and the fonnein an equality of government, being fo near joyned in na- 
ture. It could not but be for the good of the Countrey , and make much 
to confirme and ttrengthen their title to England. Thus they faidj but 
how can this bee done? He is in polfelfion ofthe Crown, how can it be 
taken from him again ? How can he be defired to dimit ? And though he 
Would demit,yetthofe ofhis party will never be contented that he Ihould 
doe it. On the other fide , Shee is living and dif-pottetted • but • 
Who that hath ever wome a Crowne , can live and bee content 
to want it ? What other mids then , and meane can bee found 
#ut > but afiociation in the Crowne ? So Hull both have it , and 
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both be fatisfied, a happy focipty,f fom which will flow the (brines love; 
and the mothers blefling. All mall fo goe well, and it willbeeealieto 
' perfwade a childe (though never fo wile) being unacquainted with fuch 
things, efpecially one that is fo gentle, and of fotowardly difpofition : 
onely the difficulty will bee to move his old friends thereto $ they will 
never confent to it ; they Will bee jealous and fearefull of any party or 
equalitie in ruling, though of never fo neare and deare friends : they 
will choke us with that old faying, NulU fidcs Regni foots, drc. They” 
will thinke it ^diminution to the Kings authorttie, which ought not to 
bee admitted either in effeft, or in appearance. The grounds of his 
Title will feeme to bee brangled and overthrownc ; ahohis eftate will 
bee made thereby more upfure, and doubtfull :■ The match ( though 
with a mother ) will bee too hard for him •, ftiee is elder, and fo wifer, 
and more experienced, and may foon fteppe up from this equalitie to a 
Super ioritie, by queft ioning her former dimiffion, by revoking and re- 
calling of it, as being done in prifon, and fo not nee, nor voluntary. 

Thus (hall the King bee thruft out of his place, the Countrey, his old 
friends, Religion, and all qnite undone. 

Morton was too old a Cat, to draw' fuch a draw before him, or to 
propound any thing tending that way : wherefore their beft was to make 
him away, that fo the plot might goe on. And much more good ef- 
fect would come of that one ftroke : Hee was rich, hee had faire lands 
and houfes, a faire reward of all thejr pains and travell. And no que- 
ftion, his friends that (hould take his part, might bee involved, and in- 
fnaredwith him : Efpecially the Earle of Angus could hardly in this 
cafe of his Uncle, (o behave himfelfe, but occaflon might bee found 
againft him, which would bee; a faire bootie* 

Thefacilitie of compaffing a buflnefl'e doth6ften draw men on, and 
doth greatly prevail in all confutations.. The new factions againft 
him were very ft rong, yet hee kept them dowoe, but it was meeerly 
by the Kings countenance •, if that were once taken away from him, 
the reft would prove but eafic. And now to facilitate all, there fell 
out fuch occafions , as they could have wiihed , or as they had 
made. 

For in September, inthe yeare one thoufand five hundreth feventy 
and nine, c Mounfieur d' obignic was come (or brought) home : his 7^ 
name, his kindred, his carriage, hiscommiffion from friends in France, 
his comelinefle, his obfervance, his perfon did procure him credit with 
the King; and this fadfion did privately infinuate with him, and open- 
ly chruft him forward into the Kings favour; and put him out of con- 
ceit of Morton; and indeed quite alienated him from him, and fo by 
him the King , whole eare hee now had ; for Morton being fuch 
an adverfary to the jQueene , and fo to France , obignie to doe the 
Queene, and to doe France fervice, to pleafure the holy League ( him- 
felfe being a Papift ) and to gaine the good will of this fattion by 
whom hee was to rife to fome great place about the King, was ea~ 
fily induced to promove their plotte and malice againft him. Nei- 
ther was there great difficultie in it : hee had loft many friends, of- 
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fended aH forts of men ; the Burro wes, fhe Minifterie, and who 
fo doth Jteaioudy affeft them , fo farre as that if they were pot his 
enemies , they were foot cold friends * and fuch as woidd bee folic 
fpc<ffatoursj and no wayes adoyrsfor him. There fell put alfo (about 
this time) inOdober (15 80. )>an accident, which did him much 
Comrovcrfic butt, and made for their p'urpofc. The Lord Rufbv** having foepnejn 
Nctwiiu the Kincarn (a fodufe of the Eark of Montrofe) at the marriage of tfoe Earlc 
:nd o/J£T ofMarre, as he returned to Perth, his way lying neare to Djpfon (which 
’ belonged tothe Lord Olyphant) and there being enmitie,and deadly.fotvd 
betwixt Olyphant and Ruthven : Ruthvtn not vyithflapding, rode that way 
in view of Diplin. Olyphant iookt this as done in contempt pt him, and 
therefore ifluing forth with fome horfemcn, and fomc 6m focift* fol* 
lowed them, and came upon them fo unf xpe( 9 tedly, and with (wh ad- 
vanuge of weapous, that Ruthvens men fled prefently, and their Lord 
was forced to doe the like. Onely one ^Alexander Stuart (of the houfe 
of Traquaire, and a Kinfman of Ruthvm ) flayed behind thereft, partly 
to keep off the purfuers, partly to fpeake v/iih Olyphant m fair termer, 
and was (lain by a (hot, from one that knew him not, fore againfl Qlfr 
p basts minde, and to his great griefe and difeontentment. The Lord 
■Ruthven, fee king by order of law to repair his credit, and to foe revenged 
for the killing of his friend, caufcsfummon oliphant to anfwer crimi- 
nally before the Juftice Generali. This olipham bad married Margaret 
Douglas, daughter to William Douglas of Logb-leven, and now being 
purfued upon his- life, was affifted by his father in law. The Evle of 
Morton would gladly have agreed the parties, but the fe& being recent* 
and the Lord Ruthven. (together with the friends pf the Gentleman 
that was (lain ) having received, fuch an affront and indignity , them 
• was no poffibility to take it away, fave by law. Wherefore Mpftoji 
)oyned with the party that was purfued for his life, which hath ev^C 
beene accounted moil Noble, mpft tolerable , and free from excepti- 
on or quarrelling. Befides, oliphant had not commanded his fetvanC 
to fhoote, neither did hee allow or approve ( but was fory for it ) in 
his heart; but hee thought hee could not with hfs honour deflyet one 
who followed him, and had done this rafh fed, in and for his fervice, 
but was bound to defend him all hee could, and proted him from all 
, danger, and harme, according to his power. Notwithflanding , of 
this, Ruthven was mightily difpleafed with Morton, for countenancing, 
and afli fling Olyphant againfl him, and Matter $ohn Mcfedane, and Sic 
- Robert Mehine ( who tooke part with Ruthven ) laid hold pf the Qcca- 

iion, and - blew the bellowes fo, that they brought him to that point of 
unkindenefle, that hee could very well have beene contented to fee Mor- 
ton reduced to fuch an eflate and condition, as that hee might neede hi$ 
helpe, and bee fenfible of the Ioffe of fo fteadable aqdufefuUa friend, 
as hee tooke himfelfetabc. 

Wherefore, when hee underftoad that his enemies were plotting t- 
gainfthim (either for that he knew not chat they aimed at no leflfe then 
his death and finall overthrow, or it hee did know fo much, becaufe hfc 
thought hee could give them a flop when hee pleated, and hinder them 
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from attaining that point of their aime ) hee fufferedthe eourfe to god 
on, and perhaps helped it f&rWard. The name of Stuart were alio of- 
fended with him for'aflifting one who was accufed of the killing a 
Stuart, and all this was aggreaged and aggravated by thofe of his oppo- 
site 6<fti0n. Befides this, hee had fhewcd that hee was not well pleafed 
with the Courtlhip and favour which CMonnfieur D’ obignie had with 
• the King $ becaufe there was a generall fufpition and feare, that hee was 
imployed, and wouldlabour to corrupt and pervert him m his Religion. 

•There was with obignie, one Mtnbirneau t who was thought to have 
been an a&or and executioner of the Maflacre in France) extreatriely 
diflolute in his conVerfacion, and therefore much hated, feared and abhor- 
red of all men, which did re fled upon obignie for his entertaining, and 
familiarity with him. The Minifters fpake and preached openly and 
plainly againff them both, and the Englifh EmbafladoUr( Sir William 
Bowes ) defired Monbirneau to be removed off the Counfell as fuch an one, 
and when it was refuftd, he likewife refufed to deliver his meflage, or to 
fhe w his Com million, for fo he had been commanded by the Queen and 
State of England. Morton withdrew himfelfe as difcontented, and reti- 
red to Dalkeith, either for diflikeofthe prefcnt eftate of things, or out of 
feare and doubteof fome danger, or inconvenient, or for both *, neither 
I did hee come to Court or Counfell, but when hee was lent for by the 
/ King. This difliking of their wayes, made them to diflike the more of 
him, and his feare caufed them to feare him more alfo : diflike and feare 
increafed their hatred, and haftned theirrefblution to overthrow him. 

The way was laid, which was to charge him with the murther of the late 
King, the accufer (either made choice of by them, or who did willingly 
offer himfelfe) was fames Stuart (fonne^o the Lord ochletree ) a bold* 
venturous and afpiring young man. And fo the laft of December he was 
fent for, and being fet in Gounfell, he was accufed by fames to his facei k! 

The crime was, of being airt and pairt of the murther of the late King number. 
Henry. Being greatly moved herewkhjhearofe from the table.and purged 
himfelfe with great vehemency,as innocent thereof: and offered to abide 
a legall triall, not onely of his Peeres, but of any Gentlemen whatfoever, 
though he himfelfe were an Earle, and had been Regent. Hereupon hee 
was confined to his lodging, where he abode all the next day, which 
was the firft of January, and the Sabbath day. So tfctudh leafure he had 
to bethinke himfelfe of his cafe, and what were belt for him to doe: he 
might have feen that it was aquarrell pickcagainft him of malice, feeing 
the crime laid to his charge was fo hainous, as none but his mortall ene- 
mies would have broched, and fuch as fought his utter mine. And hee 
might know that innocencyis npt alwayesa fure warrant and defence 
againft fuch : and that it was dangerous to 611 into their hands. On the 
other fide, to avoid and fhun a triall were halfe a confeffion of the crime* 
and would make him feem guilty * nay it would make him truely guilty 
of contempt, difobedicnce and rebellion, which might. (oerhaps)bee the 
thing they fought-, through feare to drive him to fome rebellious aft, and 
fo to involve him in a true crime, while he fought to efehew a falfaccufa- 
lionjhis friends&followers advifed him to take the firft way, but he him- 
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felfe refolvedonthe fecond t for be foppofed that they could not <on^ 
vid him by law, and chat they would sot proceed againft him without 
kw, having (as he thought) friends that would not fiwsr k,efpecUlly tb* 
Earle of Angus, being at liberty, and out of their power- Bet he ftad fox- 
gotten the old maxim of his predeceftbrs, That it w/u tour t» hear e the 
Larhe futg, then the Mtmfefuf * and their JProyerb, toofe and living, On 
the fecond of January, hee had a warrant Tent to him to enter htntfalf* 
LX'Slc pril^uht in the Caftle of Edinburgh, which he obeyed immediately . As 
‘ hee went up theftreet, accompanied onely with hb owne domefticks, 
garnet Stuart (his accuferj was coming dpwne, and as he paffed by, hee 
faidto him(inan jnfolcnt and in fill ring manner) fare well my Lord^oe 
on. His fervants would fain have made an end of the accuser, if not of 
the accufation, but he would not fufier them by any meanes, but held on 
his way toward the Caftle ( without replying any thing ) and fo entred 
thereaprifaner. This obedience of his is liable to bee diverfly thought 
of by diverfc , and is diverfely cenfured by men ( according to 
that faying ) Laudator ah to , culpatur ok Wit , k Is commended by 
fome, and difcommended by others. They blame hi$ wifedome, that 
he fhould have t rafted, and relied fo much upon h>s innocency,as to have 
put his life into the hands of his enemies, who ufed the colour and iha- 
dowofthe Kings authority, for their owne private ends, and to fulfill 
their owne malice, and revenge. Others commend him, that being in* 
nocenc, he obeyed the King, and fubmitted himfelfc to the lawes. The 
event gave judgement for the firft, and all men fince are of the former 
opinion-, yet it may he he did not rely meerly on his innoccncy $ and that 
he looked not co have had fuch a number of enemies, having never de- 
fer ved fuch hatred of any-, and chat he thought the Nobility would ne- 
ver give way to fuch extremity, which was an ill precedent and prepara- 
tive againft them (elves. But however, God had his worke to bring to 
paffe, and meant to humble him this way; and therefore his wifedome 
(which appeared at other times) did now fail him, fo that hee was con- 
founded in his difeourfe and rcafon. There can nothing clfe bee faid or 
allcdged for this grofte errouf info wife a man. 

This is the firft evident ftep of his falling. They might now doe with 
him what they pleafed, and yet fcarce all that they plea fed, wkh fafety 
and fecurity. His Nephew the Earle of Angus was at liberty, and re- 
mained at Dalkeith, who being lent for to come to Court, refuted to 
come * yea, though he were charged under pain of treason by a Herauld 
to come to the King, yet he would not obey, but was declared rebel!. Al- 
fo c JMertem keeper ^Alexander Erefheae (mafter of Marre) being an ho* 
neft and kinde hearted Noble man, they could notufe any violence co- 
d wav< * ^ on S ** he was in his cuftody. Therefore they thought k beft 

barton! Uum * to fend him to Dumbarton: and that they might doe it the more fafely , 
they fee forth Proclamations, difeharging all men that had any; relation 
to him, or that they fufpe&ed to favour' him ,to come within foure miles 
of any place wherethe King was, or fhaukl happen to be. So in the 17* 
or 18. of January, he was brought forth of the Caftle of Edinburgh cor 
be carried to Dumbarton. There k did appears, how the change, of mens 
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fortune doth. ichange themitukaruf aftdions ©f ffcopie toward •xheou 
When <JUortw dimitfieid hiB ofticeund authority of Regent, none of the 
Citizens would take nonce otf him, or fooke toward him : Now tfeatbeo 
filters fora good can fc (is they eftacnaod it, no wjt,Qppofwig ohignie , 
tn4 ihjs ccrar Tcs ) they ffock to bim.andaccompwty ham out of the town 
in foch numbers and multitude, that his beepers were afraid of them. 
Audthatthe father, becaufe fame of his wdl- withers hid < forwe nights 
before} called the Captain of the Caftle, and defired him not no deliver 
hraj r or©o kfthim come out^ and hid threatned, that if bee fliould deli* 
mhjm, it fttoold be rerncrrrbrcd as an idt of hoft ditie, and bee reputed 
•lid triad as an enemy. Theychatwere his convoy were commanded, if 
tay^iOttWcomecorefcijehiiinfromthem, that they ihotfl d kill him Ta*- 
tbertben fuffer.him co escape. The Queen of England by her Embaf- 
(odour. Matter Mandalfc, interceeded for him, and told the King and 
Councell, that (he underftood chat bee was a tme and good Sulked, t 
worthy Noble man, and free of that he ms accnfedof. Shee defined that 
he might berried by an affile (or jury) and chat his enemy (knowAt to be 
okignic (now made Earle of Lennox) who wasahb an 
enemy to the reformed Religion ( as being a Papift ) might bee removed 
otf the Counfell. It wasanfwcred, that die King was not fo farre bound 
coanyfbrraign Prince, as to change his Counfellers « their requeft, or 
totrie his Subjc&sbut where and when he pleafed. The Embxfladocrr # 
difcptiteot with this anfwer, -gives up all bond offrtendlhip, aqd having 
denounced wstre, returned into his own© Countrey the ay. March, 
1581. Hereupon a taxation was impofed, and a company leviedof 1000. ■ 
foot, and foane horfemen,tobcaGuard fbrthe K ings perfon . tfemes Sttt- 
*rt (the accufer} was preferred to be a pri vie Connie Herds made Baron of 
BothwdJ-haogh (fay the nones) Lord E*rie of Amin, and 

Captain of the Gaardi, with moft ample Commitfion to apprehend 
whomfoever he fufpe£ed , and to bandh and punifli at bis pleafiire y efpe- 
cially any that; favoured the Earle of Morton, of what foe verdegree^ittftte 
or quality. But the Englifti intended rather to threaten then to make war 
indeed^ and they knowing that well enough* went on with their intended 
projedfs again ft UKtrtojt. He being (till kept pri Toner in Dumbarton^ 
learned a leflon there, which he had not well learned till then. Let the 
prophane be filent, and let mockers leave oft their mocking, and let all , 
jnortall men know that there is a happtnefte which confifts hot in ho* 
now or riches-, that there is a God whodripofethofall things, who is 
AU-fufbcient, and who is aide alone to fatisfie and content the minefc few 
there tre that know, or canfidcr it, but when they ire brought to ftich A 
point; and happy is he that can doe it then. He had heardof ir before, 
and belaeved it, but had not taken it fo fully to heart, nor felt it by expe- 
rience. Now he fees, now he feds and Andes it really, and experim eft- 
tally- He contemns die world, and hrtticbeSare vile in his eyes, his gk»- 
W vanity vand all his delights madadTe;He Andes that one tWrig Is necef- 
tekp, and is all that is of man, which is, to reverent* God. Hte fees his 
over-fight,in that he had been fo (loci* and careldfie thereof be fore: now 
be goes about it as he can , and labours toamerKfhis fault 5 hee reads the 
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Scriptures, and meditates on them ^ he makes his ufe, and findes comfort 
therein : he fees his finfulneffe, and repents him thereof ; fees Gods mer- 
cifulnefle,andlayesholdonit. He acknowledges himfelfe to have been 
miferable when he feemed to fwim in happineue, and that now hee was 
truly happy when he feemed overcharged with miferie , in refpeft that 
God had given him leafure to meditate and thinke of his end, and time 
and grace to repent, while being fequeftrate from all worldly affaires, and 
leftrained by his imprifonment, his minde had full fcope and libertie to . 
raife it felfe to thofe better and higher thoughts of the life to come , and 
of eternity : wherein he found mch contentment and refolution , that 
now death was no more death to him, nor terrible , and that all the hop- 
rour thereof was fwallowed up with the hope of thofe eternall joyes 
and pleafures which laft for evermore. Thus being prepared for that laft 
Jaft, he was lent for to give proofe how well he could pradife and make 
ufe of this leffon. For on the 24. of May the Earles of Arran and Mon- 
trofe, with fome companies of horfe and foot , brought him from Dum- 
baitan to Edinburgh the 27. to Robert Gourlejes lodging , which was one 
tl&roEduw of the ftrongeft in the Citie. Before they tooke their journey ( on the 
tmrghthe i 7 . 22. day) proclamation was made, commanding all that favoured him fin 
©f May : general!) to depart out of the towne , and not to come within ten miles 
of the King and his Court and particularly fome 52. Citizens by name 
* were exprefled , and ftri&ly charged to goe forth of the Citie. After 
foure dayes refpitefthe firft of J unc) he wa^ called to the T olbooth, and 
condemned there empannelled, and convided by a Jurie, aud found guilty ofthe late 
©f treafon. Kings murther. The fentence was given out by the Earle of Montrofe, 
who was Chancellour of the Affife,and it is faid to have beene pronoun- 
ced in thefe termes The tfurie (or A (fife ) doth finde him guilty of being 
airt and part of concealing the murther of our Soveraigne ( King James hit 
father )t he late King Henry. When Morton heard it, he repeated thefe 
words twice over, ^iirt and pairt, airt and pairt , and without fpeaking 
•farther, he held his peace. , 

It is reported that the Jurie did finde him onely guilty of concealing 
•the murther , and that Arran and Montrofe , thinking that to be onely 
^guilty of concealing was not fufficient matter of condemning him , did 
foift in tfiefe words ( airt and pairt) to give it the greater found , and to 
imake it be thought and underftood , as if he had beene found to be airt 
.and pairt (that is, devifer, contriver, plotter,and partaker or accefTary) to 
.the Kings murther , whereas he was onely found to have concealed it. 
•This made one that heard it, and perceived the fophiftry thereof, to fay, 
/hat they had ftollen his head from his fhoulders by fophiftry .His known 
t enemies (the Lord Seaton and Wauchton ) were of his jurie , yet it is 
thought they did him no wrong in their verdi&s. But however, it fhew- 
.ed partiall dealing, in that they would not fuffer them to be fet afide when 
ie excepted againft them as knowfte enemies. Beingaskedat his-death 
what he thought of the judgement 5 he anfwered foberly,that he would 
leave them to God and their owne confcieocerbut heperceived that whe- 
ther he had beene guilty or guiltlefte, as Stephen , or tfudas, all had beene 
one , his death had beene concluded before •, for his lawfull and l£gall 
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exceptions were not admitted, his enemies were on his Jurie, (naming the 
two former) and fuch as were partial!, and not indifferent , who had gi- 
ven partiall counfell againft him, by name the Earle of Argyle. He ad- 
ded alfo that it was not his death alone that would content them , and 
that they would not ftay there , others (hould be put to it as well as hee, 
he was but made a precedent, and preparative to make way for the reft : 
the caufe was the maine thing they aimed at. However it were, whether 
the Pentence were thus involved and wrefted , or if k were plaine and 
clean: * whether it were indeed (b given out by the Jury , or if it were 
thus patched out by Arran and Montrofe, he was conveyed baeke againe 
to his lodging asacondemoed man. There he carried himfelfe after his 
wonted manner, his countenance was no wayescaft downe, or changed, 
he Cupped cheerfully, and flept foundly , without any apperance or ihew 
of feare, or folicitoufncfle. 

, About three of the eloefce in the morning hee arofe and wrote letters 
(forthe fpace of three houres ) wkli his o wne hand to the King , and af- 
terward laid him downe againe and flept till nine. Thefe t Letters were Tt wou](J te 
font by the Minifters who came to vifit him , but Arran and Lennox knowne what 
would not fiiffer them to be received. When he was up , Matter Walter was in thefe 
BalcanqueU^ and $ohn Durie (two of the Minifters of Edinburgh) came to LetKr, ‘ 
him, and had long conference wkh him, which is fee downe at length in 
the Hiftorie of Scotland , written by Francis Boteville , called Thin , an 
£ngli(hman, and joyned to HoUittfbeds Chronicle, fo chat he who de fires 
to know it, may reade it there. The fumme of it is his confefCon con- 
cerning fuch things as they queftioned him of, 

i . And firft concerning the rourthering of the King , he Paid he was 
neither «rt nor pairt thereof, and that being preft by the Earle Botfnvell, on'beforehfr 
he would never content to it. And although { fay the notes ) Botbrvelt al- death, 
ledged that the Qucene had determined it, and divers Noblemen had gi- 
ven their confent under their hand- writing, and had Pent to him to defire 
him to put to his handalPo *, yet he anfwered refolutely, that he would in 
no wiPe meddle in it, nor be guilty of innocent bloud. As for the Queen 
pfaid he ) though it be fo , yet women will fay and gain- fey , (he may in 
her anger doe or fay that w liich afterward (he will repent her of. N ay, 
when Bttbwed promifed to bring her confent thereto under her hand- 
writing,yet he refufed to joyne with him upon any termes •, and to avoyd 
his importunitie , he patted over to Saint Andrewes to vifit the Earle of 
Angus, who was then a Student in the New colledge there $ neither did 
he fee or meet with Bethveell after that , untill fuch time as the fa<ft was 
committed. 

a. As for poyPoning the Earle of Athole at Stirling , he faid he 
was neither author of it (if he were poy toned) norany wifeacceflary or 
confcious to it * that he decefted and abhorred all fuch formes of dealing 
even with enemies, and was forry to think that (o bafe, foule, and wicked 
pra&ice fhould creep into this Countrey,which was already guilty of too 
many, too common other fins of its owne : he faid alfo that he was not * 

fuch an enemy to Athole , as that he would have done him any hurt, 
though he had found him lying afleep by the way fide. 
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3. Touching the Earle of Lennox , hefaid,he never wifhed him any 
hurt , fo farre was he from confoiring againft him, Onely it grieved him 
that he knew the eftate of this Couptrcy no better , and that he faw not 
what danger the King was in, and that he was induced by perfwafion to 
bring home fuch as were enemies to the true Relimon,which he purpofed 
to have let him underftand, and hoped to have aavifed him better, when 
they had beene better acquainted, and more intimately familiar. 

4. And as for carrying the King to England, hefaid,he would not 
have done it for a world, unleffc it had beene to have made him King of 
England: that there was never fuch a motion made to him dire&ly nor 
indire&ly by the Queene, or any other in England or Scotland : that he 
never had any penfion of her. 

5. As touching his fetting up and maintaining theeflateof Bifhops 
(whereof there had enfued great debate and contention betwixt him and 
the Miniftery) he faid,it did not proceed of any ill minde, of any malice, 
or contempt of them, or their callings, but meerly out of want of better 
knowledge, thinking that form of government to be raoft conforme to 
the rules of policic, and to be fitted for the times. That if he had then 
knowne better, he would have done otherwife, and that he had intention 
(if he had lived) to have made amends. 

6 . Concerning his incontinencie, and worldly mindedneffe, he freely 

acknowledged and confefled it, ferioufly repented, and craved God par- 
don for it, and faid,hc firmely beleeved to obcaine it : that he faw mercy, 
and had found more grace during the time of his trouble , then ever hee 
had done all his life before. - 

7. For his detaining of fome Citizens of Edinburgh in prifon,he laid, 
he had not done it out of any fpleene , or private quarrell againft the 
men * but the matter of bringing in Bullion being then in hand , and he 
being informed that thefe men did hinder it, he thought it his beft courfe 
to commit them till fuch time as the bufinefTc were done : Whercin,if he 
had wronged them, he was forrie,and craved them pardon, & foreivenes. 

His counfell to the Earle of Angus (his Nephew) was doubtfull : for 
he faid he durft not advife him in any particular, for the prefent , becaufc 
he thought it would endanger his life if he fhould come to Court 5 and 
not to come (if he were commanded ) would hazard his eftate. His beft 
were to ufe what meanes he could to obtaine the Kings favour and leave, 
that (life and lands fafejhe might ferve God, and him,in a private retired 
manner, which he would wifn him to doe in all humility, and to fubmit 
himfelfe and all to the Kings will and pleafure. 

To the King (his matter) with all fubmifEon * yet in the name and fear 
of God,he would exhort him to beware of Papifts, either profeft, known 
or fufpe< 5 ted,who(as he thought)were become too too familiar with him: 
that he would continue in the true Religion, and fear of God,& entertain 
in his company fuch as loved it,according as he had bin bred and brought 
up,& not to make defe&ion from it,or Aide back,elfe it could not be well 
with him: he feared there was danger, which men fhould fee when he was 
gone.He remembred the admonition which mafter Kntx gave him when 
he came to vifit him on his death bed(or a little bef orejbeing newly made 
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Regent God hath ( faid Knox ) bleffcdyou with many blef sings , hi hath gi~ 
a ten you wsfedome, riches and friends ,and now he hath preferred you to the go- 
vernment of this Countrey 5 ufe thefe things well , and better than hitherto 
jdu have done * alwayes to hts glory who hath given then* yob r fir ft by 
advancing the Gofpel , and maintenance of the Minifies s , aud the whole 
Churchy next jry procuring the good and welfare of the Kingjhe Countrey, arid 
all good fubjeclt *, which if you do not, God Jhallrob you of them withjhame and 
ignominie . 'This he fpake(izid he) and this Jfinde rioio , yet I doubt not, but 
Cod will be mercifultunto me. 

He was much With them in ptayef,and very earned to have their aid & 
afliftance therein*, whereof he acknowledged that he received great com- 
fort.He reafoned of the natural fear of death /which (ticks and remains in 
men, even though they have aflurance of the forgiveneffc of their fins • 
wherein hee declared his own fenfe, and the collections he had made in 
* c his reading, (ince his going to Dumbartart. He (aid, that in the Hifto- 
“ ry of the Bible, he had obferVed Gods wonderfull mercy toward the 
“children of IlVael 5 who When they finned igainft him , he chaftifed 
Xi them*, vVhen they repented,he forgave them *, and though they finned 
r ‘ again,and were corrected again> yet when they Cryed to him again, he 
“ forgave them again, he hoped (b Of himfclf , that God would forgive 

him alfo. He (he wed them a Book he had about hinj. Which had beeii 
fent to him by the Lady Ormefton , when hee was firft committed, 
which he had read, and made good ufe of it 1 it was M, Bradfords Medita- 
tion of Death*, hee caufed M . Balcanqutd to read a paflage or two ofitj 
( which he had chiefly noted ) and as he read, Morton difcoiitfed thereof 
to his own comfort , and their great fttisfaCtiort ahd contentment. He 
pro felled, that how he heard with other Cares , and read With another 
minde and (enfe than he had done in former times. This Book he fent 
tack to the Lady by Matter fames Lowfon , with many thanks acknow-* 
ledging he had been bettered by it. When break-faft was brought in, he 
defired them to take part with him,& fpake very chearfblly to tnem,tel-» 
ling them what a difference there was betwixt a man troubled With 
“ cares, and him that is fefolved and free from them. The lad night (faid 
“ he)before Icame to my trial},! could hOt deep nor take reft for thinking 
“how to make my defences*, but all this night I deeped Very found# 
“• having nothing to trouble me, but to make my peace with God. After 
noon,M.^4»»^ Lowfon , M .John Davifon , and divers others Of the Mini- 
fterie came to him. There he embraced M.fohn Davifon , and faid to him* 
“ Y ou wrote a Book, for which I was angry with you, but I never meant 
*‘ any ill to you,forgive me M. Davijon was fo moved herewith, that he 
could not refrain from weeping. Then he repeated again before them chef 
fame things which we have fet down before.ThC Miniftery hearing that 
the King was otherwayes informed of his Confeflion,than was true, fent 
John Durie, David Fergufon,md fohn Brand to his Ma]efty,whoinformed 
hi m rightly , and related things as they were. 

They being returned,his Keeper ( William Stuart , as I fake it , brother 
to Arran) required him to come forth to go to the place of execd- 
“tion i To whom he faid , They have troubled mee much to 
“ day with worldly bufineffe, wherefvre 1 fuppofed they- would 
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‘‘ have given me this nights lei lure to have thought of things which 
** concerne my foul : But his Keeper replied, I think they will delay no 
c< longer,for all things are ready. If it be fo ( laid Morton ) fo am I too,! 
“ thank my God. Andfo ( after a prayer nude by one of the Miniflers ) 
he went down the Bairs without any farther Bay. The Eaiie > of Arran 
met him by the way, and brought him back to the chamber again, wilt 
ling him to Bay till his Confemon were let down in writing , that hte 
might figne it with his own hand. But he /and the Miaifiers that were 
prefent with him , entreated that he might not be any more troubled 
with that matter , feeing they had all heard it fufficiettfiy. Then Arran 
defired that he would forgive him for what he had done , feeing he had 
no particular againB him. He anfwered , that it was not time to reinem* 
ber quarrels * he forgave him and all others , as he defired they would 
forgive him. 

So he went to the Scaffold very rcfolucely , and repeated the fame 
things in audience of the people , which he had fpoken beforein private* 
He added moreover: The J (mg ( iayes he ) JbaU this day lofe a good frvant^ 
who dteth prof ef sing the Gefpeti taught now in Scotland \ end though I have not 
walked worthy of that profession {ns by the grace of Cod I {bon Id have done , if 
I had lived longer*, to the to awarding of my Life , Lands and all ) yet ami per* 
fwadedofGodt merest tn fefus Chart fi. And here l charge you all to continue 
therein , and to maihtame the fame to the nttermofk of your power, and Cod /ha& 
hleffe yoMyttherwayes yon Jball not tfcape his pani fitment . Then while the prayer 
was conceived by Matter fames Loorfon , he fell down all along Baton 
his face : during which he uttered great fignes ofbemg mightily movex^ 
which be exprefled in his iighes andgroancs, which many of the be 
holders law evidently, did not proceed from fear, but from the fpiric 
of grace working powerfully in his heart. Prayer being ended , he flood 
up , and his friends came to take their leave ofhim , and after be had bixfe 
den them farewell , he feluted the Miniflers , and took diem all feveral* 
ly by the hand, and bade them farewell in the Toed* , . 

After all was done * he went without fear or dilmayednefle, and laid ' 
his neck upon the block, crying continually that happie fang , Lordfificfut 
receive my fpirit , till the axe ( of the Maiden , which be bknfeif had 
puiled make after the pattetne which he had feen in Halifax ip Yorkr 
Bure ) fidlingupon his neck ,pm wend to hisltfe , and that note togetherv 
Bis Body was carried to the Ttdbooth , and buried fecretly in th^ 
night in the Gray-friers , his head was affixed on the Gate of tbt 
Qty. < 

Thus he died the 1. of June 15^1 . proudly ( faid his enemies ) and 
Roraane-Ktae as tie had lived : conflantly , patiently , humbly and Chet” 
ftian-like , faid the Pallors , who were beholders, and eareoadeye- 
wkfiefles of all he faid and did. Thefe outward motions being ip tike to 
ocher, are hardly dtfeeraed but by asktifulland unpmtiaUeyor Where* 
fore the judgement and teflimony ofthePaftors delervcs befld»dit|Obcjf 
befog beflnble to difttaguKh nature from grace , andbota^feeefl from 
paejudice. and partiality. His enemies cenfnre may juflly bee fu* 
fpe&ed as coming from that feme efifpontion whwh novwdnmtp 
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|>l0t and work his death; And certainly if we obferve and confider his 
whole carriage and difcoiirle , during the time of his imprifortment , and 
at the very point of his execution > he muft bevoide of all charity that 
doth not judge the belt of his eorifeflion, profeffion; and Chriftian difpo- 
fition. So that it feems to be more than humane hatred and enmtty,to be 
thus affe&ed toward an enemie after his death, to kill him again by an un- 
charitable conftru&ion of his devotions, and piety towards his God. Li- 
vorpojl fata quit fc it . Envie ceafeth after death, and fo letit dotoward him. 

If a mad would fee a pattern ofone,exercifcd In all the changes & viciffi- 
tudes of fortune, who had gone through & tried all the eftates and condi- 
tions of humane life y let him caff his eye and look upon our Earl of Mor- 
ton, in his child-hood, in his riper years & manly eftate, and id his old age, 
ih peace and in Warre,in private and publickemploymehts- In every thing 
he took in hand , in every eftate and condition , he acquit himfelf with, 
credit , honour, and even admiration. When he was a ferving-man , he 
tvasinduftriOus , carefull and faithful! • when he cafrieto in eftate , and 
was a Nobleman j he behaved himfelfas if he had been bred fuch from 
his infancie. In Court, he aded the Courtier, in Councell, a States: man, 
abroad in, England,being font thither Ambaflkdour, he approved himfelf 
fo both Nations,and gained great reputation of fufficiencie. W hile he en- 
joyed the favdur of his PrincefTc, he was not puffed up y andbeing in difr 
grace and banifhed,he was not caften down.He was ifaithfull Colleague 
and fello vv-governour with others y and when he came to be foie and fu-, 
pream, this Couritrey never enjoyed greater peacejand a more.flourifhing 
Regencie. Being returned to the condition of a private Nobleman, he o- 
beyed as well as before he had commanded. And laft of allyw.hen he was 
hccufed, condemned arid executed,he ihewed himfelf to be himfelf,and a 
good Chriftian.He Was Well skilled, as in politick government jfo in oeco- 
riorriie , fromthefhrubtothefcepter , from planting of Cabbage in his 
Garden, to the wedding of the Sword and Scepter in the feat of Juftice., 
The f malleft and rrieaneft points of husbandry . am not.cfcapchim#nd the 
higheft and deepeft points of State were not above hia reach* So. that the 
faying Of the Hyrtoriari concerning Cato Major (In hoc viro tanta vis arum 
ingeniique fuit 3 ut quocunque loco tiatus ijfetfottunam Jlbi ipfe falfu(usfuijjevi~ 
derctar )ls no lefTe true,and mayas wel be applyed to Morton. And that al-. 
fo which followesy Null* art nequt privatx 3 neque public a reigerendx ei de- 
fiit, urbanas 3 rujlicafqae 3 rts pdriter callebdt. Hee was flow of fpeech by a 
naturall ftayedriefle and compofed gravity. He was of a middle ftature, ra- 
ther fquare than tall; having the hair of his head and beard of a. yellow- 
ish flaken. His face was full and large*, his countenance majefticall, grave 
and Princely * he Was affable and courteous to all > yet fo.as to.keep bold 
encroachers aloofe , and fo familiar as not to forget to keep his distance. 
He wasgiven to gather riches , yet without oppreflion or fordidneffe and, 
bafenefle : for hee was libcrall upon occafiori , and not unkindeor.un- 
iriindefullofhis friends. Gf which aifpofitiori I remember this jnftance y 
when $ihn Balden ( of Gleneagles ) with his friends of the houle.of 
Marre. ( efpecially the Abbot of Driebrugh ) came to him to. agree 
tflth him for his wardfhip ( hee being. Regent ) told fhem thje. 
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hce had beftowcd it on ifekel Hnsne daughter to Sir Devid , and After to 
Sir George Heme of Wedderburne , and that hee might take her and it 
together , which hee did accordingly. This came meerely of him- 
(elf having never been fpokento , and when there was non* that be- 
longed to the Gentlewoman neat him , to motion or fugged it to 
him. He was alfo cal me and} not etftly moved to anger , and ape 
to forgive and forget injuries or contentions , that had been betwixt 
him and any other. This appeared in his carriage toward Matter 
Kmx , who had niedhim roughly > and rebuked him fharply for di- 
vers things, but elpecially for his labouring to fee up and- maintains 
theeftace of Bilhops. For howfoever be took it hardly fox the timc» 
yet when Matter Kmx lay a dying , he went and viheed him > and 
after he was dead , was prefem at his buriall \ where hee gave him 
this honourable and ingenuous teftiraome $ Hare Ijeft then ( (aid he ) 
wb$ wot never efreid ef the feet of mot in delivering thy meffege from 
GOD. Hee fee a (hot a great good work , and would ( no queftfon) 
have leea it pecfe<fted , if hoe had btoofcedhis Regencica while longer, 
.which was the reducing of our Lawes into a more eatte forme and 
method , than now they are. The care of this was committed to» 
and the task laid upon Sir femes Belfoure , and Matter fekn Skeen*. 
Clerk- Regifter, and Matter of the Rols. The work ( as I am informed ) 
was well advanced , but when he quit his authority , they left off any 
further proceeding in it. Aqd I have heard fiocc (bme quettion it, whe- 
ther or not k would have done good to the fubje&s , as if it were 
to be doubted whether it were better to have fome order than noneat 
all. So apt are men to calumniate any thingthat hinders their particular 
emolument, or limites their unwarrantable power, and curbs them from 
doing whatthey lift. Hee kept a Concubine or two, becaufe of his La- 
dies being difira&ed add ftantkk, and was even too much let to heap up 
tveafuie. Yet his care was, that his enemies fhould not be enriched by k * 
and his luck was anfwerableto his care. For thole on whom he would 
have beftowed them ( if hee had had power and opportunity to (Attri- 
bute them according to his rainde ) by good fortune lighted on it ) f 
know not if they got all of it , or if k were divided according to that 
proportion , which he perhaps would have obferved. femes Bschifen 
of Smeetonf his brother-in-law )gota (bare of them , having been tra- 
ded wkhthefceepingthereott fennet Sberft his Lemmon another (hare, 
femes Dingier of Spot got fome part thereof * and fome very (matt por- 
tion (as is thought in refpe& of the whole fumme ) came to the bands of 
Artbbeld Earle of Angus , after his resume from ms firft barnttimeoc* A 
notable example of the uncertainty of tbefe corruptible riches, and of 
worldly treaf ute , which canxot be preferved from the digging chroi^la 
of the thief , the eating and confuming of the moth or canker-wonne,ot 
the difoerfmg and fcaaoering of an unraithfull hand and heart. Though 
heimployed himfelf much about it , and thought it a great point of 
. wifedome thus to ftore up wealth $ yet at his death bcefaw and coa- 
fefled it to be but vanky and folly. 

Ifwet admk Morion to be a judge Or wkaefle ( and whit better 
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either judge or wituefle can we finde ' ) he will decide the queftion be- 
twixt the two ( both felf-pleafittg ) parties, which dochallenge ( each to 
himfelf , and derogates from the ether > that high honour and title of 
wifedome * I mean betwixt him that feeks after, and labours for world- 
ly honour , dignity and riches : and him that having his minde raifed 
higher and pitched upon better things , flights thefe earthly things as 
trafli , not worthy of his thoughts or care. The worldling cals , and 
thinks him a loole , and heefteems no better of the worldling * and 
each laughs the other to fcorne. Who then {hall be judge or witnetfe i 
Seeing all are parties •, and there isno man but is either ol the one fide or 
of the other. Certainly, we may judge beft by the eonfeffion of the 
parties themfelves. Of which the lafl never yeelded , never gaine-faid 
or be-lyed their afTertion; while they live they avouch it , and at their 
death they do confirme k much more. Though Cbtypppms tormenter 
do torture them , though the world ( for che want of it ) do afflict them 
with contempt and defpifing, ftill they ftand faft , and ftick to their point 
unflnken and unmoved. The worldlings, by the contrary , fometimes 
while they flourilh in profperity,evcr when they are in adverfity : Some- 
times while they live and are in health, ever when they lye in dying ,con- 
fefie againft themfelves ,and cals all their labour and pains about it folly 
and vanity. So did Morton amongft others } which the wife will lay to 
heart, and make their ufe of it. 

' ' * t 
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James Douglas Earle of ^Mbrton, Regent , beheaded 
\ M Edinburgh^ 1581. 

behold this Heros how his looks be grac’t 
With Majeftie* what honour’s in his bread ! 

How high his poet may to the world appear * 

He rules a King* and doth his Scepter bear. 
Counfelh cOmmandingjand perfwalive Art* 

W hat ever men injoy or gods impart. 

Is found in him : If Fortune did remain 
Content,' no greater height he need obtain.' 

But ah ! what hidden change is here ! this hate 
Falne With its own weight lye s oppreft by Fate. 
... Obferve it well,and learn thole goods to prife 
- Which never can decay $ the reft defpife. 


:■ 1 * ■ 

c-. — — i— __ ' ■ ’ 

Of Arthbald {the third of that name) and ninth' 

Earle of Kyingm. 

*. * ‘ * (. •'-**. 1 ’ f , , 

N O w we come to Kjirchbald himfelff the third bearing the name, 
of Archbald ) fon to David, as hath been faid. 

He was thrice married*, firftto Margaret Rreskin , daughter to 
fobn Earle of Matre, who was Regent of Scotland immediatly before 
Morton. Shee Wa$abeautifull,chafte,and vertiiouS Lady. Shee lived 
with him but few years, arid died without children. 

After her, he was married to Margaret Lejlie , daughter, to the Earle of 
Rothus.She lived with him the (pace of years , after which he 

was divorced from her for her adultery. She likfewife hdd no children. 
His third wife was feane Lyon; daughter to the Lord G lames (Chancel- 
lour) and Relid of Robert Douglat Of Logh-leven. She bare to him a 
daughter after his dectafe (named c Margaret) who died about the age 
of fifteen years a maid Unmarried. 

He was bred and brought up with his Uncle Morton, as wed have faid. 
Who was his Tutor and Guardian. He ftudiedmS. Andrews in the New 
Colledge with Matter fobn Douglas Proveft of that Colledgd, and Re- 
dor of the Univerfitie,till he Was fifteen years of age. After that, he lived 
at Court With his Uncle, having with hhn his Pedagogue Matter fobri 
provaine , who endeavoured to inftfud him in the Latme tongue , and 
taught him his Logicks & Rhetoricks , but with fuch fuccefleas is cufto- 
mable to youthand Nobilitie » nature, counfell, and example drawing 
them rather to the exercifes of the body , Which are more agreeable to 
their inclination, and are etteemed more fit and proper for their place. 
Whereas Letters are thought onely neceflary ana ufefull for mean men,- 
who intend to live by them, and make profeiuon of fome Art or Science 
for their maintenance,but no wayes either fuitable or requifite in Noble- 
men>and fudvas are ofany eminent rank or degree. For thefe they are 
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lodged to betoobafe , and he that affe&s them , pedanttckand of a mean *- 
rpirit. Nay moft men do accompt the ftudie and knowledge of them 
prejudicial , hurtfull , and no fmall let and impediment to politick 
a&ivenefle , and that it doth abate the -courage of the minde ahd vigour 
of adfcion , which is requifite for their charge and calling of being 
States- men and Warriours. A perverfe and pernicious Tenent , and ... 
farre contrary to the pra&ice of the moft famous Captains , and Princes 
in all ages 5 luch as were Julius C rtf or , Scipio Afrianus , Alexander the 
Great, and Pmpey called the Great alfo * of Trajdne^ Antonins , Chork- 
prdgne *, and almoft of all the Grecian Worthies. And yet ( we heare ) 
that the Nobility (In France efpecially ) accompt it a reproach to be cal- 
led or efteemtd learned, and dee me jc honourable to be illiterate and ig- 
norant. 

Much good may this honourable ignorance do them , ere any 
wife- man envie it. As for the Earle of Angus , fore did he repent him of 
this negleft , and greatly did he blame himfelf for it. Efpeculiyin the ' 
timeofhislaftbanmiment , during which belaboured to have repaired 
that Ioffe and over- fight of his youth , hy reading and heariiegread tp ‘ 

him Latine authoursofali forts , both Hiftorians and others * chiefly 'f 
rfuntus and T remellius reflation of the Scripture , which he took great ’ 
pleafure and delight- in. And thoughthkoefedf of ptw&icein his youth 
could not be altogether and futtyiupfftped > yet ^ichsms his natural!, 
judgement, that in expreffmg of hrsmindceitherbywottl or anit, uoob * 
could do it more judicjoufly-and fenfibly * and in di&atiag of Lexters 
or any other thing, he even equalled < if not over-matched ) tirade who - 
would challenge to be the gwateft and moft skilful! Aerifies therein, 1 
This was well known, and ingetraoufly acknowledged ^and witoeffed by 
Ghancellour CMettflane ( of honourable memorie ) who having lighted 
upon fome letters of his written with his own hand-, lb well conceived 
and penned , that fome who heard them read , (uppcded theyfcadmec , 
been of his own penning , but that he bad onely t^nfbribedthem , that 
they might Teem to be bis own *, heon the contrary affirmed ( audit was 
true ) that they were of bb p e n n i ng ,< and that he did feidome ufcaBy 
/nans help that way , being nimfelf very fuftident and able todifebaigc 
it. . 

Concerning his actions in thetime-of Ms^mdeslLegfciTde , wee kude\ 
spoken of them above in hislife ( as the fittrdl place for them co be ia- 4 
tnembred in ) and we need not repeat them here. After bisddaeti,- 
Ending no fure footing for him in Scotland f amcfngftahafe who were j 
authoursofit , Und woiffd feek eo focarechemlelvesfromallseveage 
thereof by making him away in hike manner') being ^^cominandedhy ifie 
King* and fummonedin his name to dome to Court , hereoimrfiuio 
qgland. There hee was kindly received , and honourably ^acortamed 
the bountifilll liberality ofthat worthie Gfcueen EU%aMt t, partly m 
jmorie ofhis onde but no kfflfefor his own fake /befog offirch great 
bopeandexpeftation,coaceivedbythe‘Vppearance-ohhkw«font vsimbs* 
bis witedome,difcredon, 6ctow amli nt< fo ,Whiehmtftc1<mi acceporidao *: 
ilhandbegot love and favoorborhfrom hW MiViMiKkilf^uid her Gom* 
^ s ceUours 




* 


Digitized by 


Googje 



Of Archibald the third of that name, 

> cellours and Courticrs tbat then guidcd the State $ Such as Sir 
‘Dudley ( Earle of'Licefter ) Sir Francis Walfinghame Secretary $ And more 
^erpecially, be procured the liking of him who is ever to bee remembred 
with honour ,■ Sir Philif Sidney <1 mean j like difpofition, in curtefie, of 
nature, equality ofageand years,-did fo knittheir hearts together that 
‘Sir pAi/iy failed mot (as often ashis affaires would permit him) to 
him , in fo i much that he did fcarce fuffer any one day to flip, 
'whereof hee did not fpend the moft part in his company. He was 
'then in travell, or had brought forth • rather ( though >noc polifh- 
cd and refined it as now it -is ) that his fo ibeautifull and univer- 
(ally accepted birth •, his ' Arcadia. Hee delighted much to impart 
it to Angus, :and Angus took as unuch ipleafure to beparuker there- 
of. 

There vyere with him at this time in England , ofthe name of Don* 
gins , fanes Lord Torthorrell, and Sir George his brother \ two fonnes 
of Mortons , fames oiSpotfind^rchbald of Pittendrigh: Alfo James 
of Maines-, and S\x George of Langnidderie. There were befidesthefe 
( of note ) onely fan Carmichael and his fonnes , together with 
Hugh Carmichael ■: the reft were but his ordinary Servants and depen- 
ders. 

He tedded openly at Court , being no Rebel! , and not convi&ed 
orguiltieof any crime committed againft his Prince or Countrey. No 
Tucn thing was laidto his charge by his enemies \ otherwayes the recei- 
ving and entertaining of him had been a breach of the peace betwixt the 
Kingdomes. All that could be alledged was,that he had withdrawn him- 
fclf from the furie of his enemies. And yet, as if he had been a Rebell and 
forfeited , they intrometted with bis rents and eftate for their own ufe. 
He fpenthis cime there , in learning to ride great horfes , and handling of 
bis Armesand Weapons, together with ufing fuch courtly and manlie 
exercifes as became bis age and place. But above all , he was careful! to 
obfervethe Government ofthe Countrey., and Policie of that State and 
Kingdome •, making his own ufe thereof for his bettering, both in Chri- 
fHanity and civil! prudencie* He looked with an heedfull eye upon mens 
wifedome,and through that, upon Gods working by their wifedome*, he 
noted the a&ions of tnofe who were the guiders of that State , Court and 
’Courtrey , faw their aimes and defignes 5 and comparing them with 
tris own affaires , and things fallen out at home , he called to minde what 
bad befallen his Uncle Morton 5 who (.like them) had no lefTe flourilhed, 
biKwaS (bon cut down and withered : who had been fo powerfull and 
honoured but a little before , yet in a moment (as it were) was over- 
thrown aadtrod under foot. His thoughts alfo refle&ine upon himfelf, 
and Ms own condition * ho w hee was forced to forfake nis own Coun- 
crey, and depend upon the efthnation of ftiaagers * that though for the 
prefcnt he were fomewhat refpe&ed , yet it was uncertain how long hee 
fhould be To , no longer than they fliould think it profitable for their own 
eftate And conduceable to their ends. From hence raifing his minde to the 
contemplation of all humane affairs, and of all mortals,men of all degrees, 
even of Princes them (elves , he learned that ( which fewwill,and care to 
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lcarne of any ranke , and fewer doe praCtife that are in high places* 
whofe places crave adion , and a&ion over- treads contemplation ) hee 
learned ( I fay) truly to concemnc all worldly things , fuch as riches, ho- 
nour, dignities, and the like ^ and truly to long and feeke after heavenly 
treasure, which perilheth not j and brineeth with it noanxictie , or loli- 
citude of minde , having the foule fully fet and fixed on God alone; 
Manyfoeake of it, and that very well, and not without fome fenfe 
and feeling thereof, but it lafts not, fave fora fit, and hidden flafh. We 
are all of us too earthly, and favour too much of earth, from whence wo 
were taken , and of which we were made, and thither alfo we bend,and 
tend ever down- ward , what through our naturall propenfion that way* 
what by example of the mukitude,which like a violent ftream of an over- 
bearing floud, carries us along,. if we be not firmly built upon the rock of 
heavenly refolutiori, and unlefie we keep fall our hold by perpetuall and 
never- intermitted meditation* For him 1 dare avouch it,that howfoever 
he refrained from outward foowes , for feare of falling into oflentation* 
or whatever other wayes he was employed about in regard of his place 
and calling, yet his minde was ever ( even inthertiidfl of bufinefie) 
wholly bent to God- ward, and would have beenegladto havebeene 
freed from all thoughts and affaires which had any mixture, of earth- 
ly things. And this difpofition wrought in him by his being exi- 
led, he efleemed no finall benefit and advantage of his fufferings 5 fo 
that in private where he exprefled himfelfe freely , without- ail mask© 
of oeremonie or niceneffe, he hath many tithes been ; heard to thanke God 
very heartily and ferioufiy, with grave words,artd fettled countenance j 
faying. That hee would not have exchanged thecroffe of htsfirjl banifbment 
for all. the Crownes and Princes eflates in themrld : farre lefle for an Earle-: 
dome, or Lordihip, fuch as Angus, or Douglas. So did God work with 
him by adverfitie. 

t While he was thus working upon himfelf in Engknd,and framing bt9 
heart after a new mould and falhion( which few knew or dreamed ofjGod 
was preparing the way for his return to his place and honorsin Scotland. 
The love which his Countrey- men bore to him was great, and likewife 
generall,and almoft univerfall ( as it did commonly followthat populac 
name of Douglas > to which it was in a manner hereditarie ) even in re- 
gard of his owne courteous , milde , and towardly difpofition , and of 
the great hopes and expectation of excellent fruit from fo noble and 
worthy a plant. This being accompanied with his fuffering,and innocen- 
cie, together with his harmleffe youth, age did move pitie, and ftirre the 
affections of molt men toward him. 

As for particular friends, hee wanted them not (as few Noblemen 
in this Countrey doe, all theNobilitie being linked and bound one 
to another by Kindred or alliance ) his houfe having beene fo eminent 
of along time, and there being few of the Nobles, but were either 
defeended of it , or tied to it by fome confanguinity * affinity, or other 
relation. And therefore one would thinke itftrange that he mould have 
beene fo long banifhed : yet when we looke upon his uncle Mortons cafe 
( who had the fame friends or more ) it is farre more ftrange that hed 
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fhould have come to fuch an end. Bot as inthis,wben the appointed time 
came, nothing could hinder his tall and overthrow : fo in Angus his cafe, 
untill the time appointed by God did come, nothing could worke his re- 
stitution. What the eftate of bufmelTe was at his departure, we have cold 
already in Mortons life, ere that yeare came fully to ao end Cor not long 
after he had becne a yeare in England ) therefeU out a change at Court, 
which was thus: 

Change in £{ me Lord Obignie (now Duke of Lennox,) and ^ames Stuart Earle 

Cmiru 0 f Armn ? had .( with their great riches andhonours ) acquired much 
hatred from all forts of men. The Minifterie were offended at them 
for making matter Stbcrt CMontgimtrk Archbifhop of Glafgow, (an 
Office then odious and unlawfull , as being againft the Lawes erf* the 
Countrey , and ordinance of the Church ) and were jealous of the one 
is a fufpe&ed Papift , and perfwaded that the other ( to wk, Arran ) was 
a downe- right Atheift. The Nobilkie ftorraed and grudged at theit 
extraordinary and fudden preferment. For fames was made Lord Ham- 
miltoun, Abercome, Bothwel-haugh , and Earle of Arran , with a 
power almott abfolutc (given or ufurped, under the name of Captaine 
of the Guard , and the pretext of puriuing the DougUffes) to apprehend, 
wnprifon, and pic on tnc racke whomfoever he plea fed. Obigniewas 
made Lord of Dalkckh, Tantallon, Darlin, Torbouton, and Duke of 
.Lennox, Keeper of the Cattle of Dumbarton, and great Chamberlaine 
of Scotland. 

Thus didthey overtop and overfhadow the reft of the Pecres , as tall 
Cedars doe fmall Shrubs, to their great difeontentment and difdarine; 
The Gentlemen were fo ufed by them , that they etteemed themfelves 
brought into a thraldome and flaverie , none of them being fore of thdr 
effaces, which were wrung from them by colour of law ( the cloafce of 
their opprelfion ) and all fearing the rage and unlimited violence , efper 
dally of tfames Stuart , who was composed of nothing elfe and whofe 
(uttions were futableto his difpofition. 

The Burrowes were alienated by being cut fhort in their privi- 
ledges , liberties, and immunities , which were quarrelled , retrenched, 
cancelled, and taken away, according to their humours of avarice , and 
dettre of gaine, and according to the pleasure and fuggeftions of their in# 
formets and parafites. * • 

With this their exorbitant iacreafeof power and infolencie , as the 
hatred of others did increafe toward them , fo did variance arife betwixt 
themfelves. The firftoccafion hereof was the carrying of the Crown at 
Parliament : this was proper, and is the hereditarie right and priviledge 
of the houfe of Angus, ana he being now banifhed,and the Duke of Len- 
nox having his ettote,either for that reg«rd>or becaufe of his more honou- 
rable defeent, or by the advantage of the Kings favour ( which he bid in 
greater meafure then Arraa)we cannot affirme 5 but fait was, that he was 
preferred to bear it. Arran {formed atthis,&protefted that his bearing ofit 
at this time fhould not be prejudicial to his claim, who being descended of 
the houfe of D.Mordack( which wasneareft to theKing)ooght in reafon to 

have carried it 5 yet he renounced all title tache kingdom^iotwkhttanding 
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of this ext ration of his pedegree , and challenging of this honour* 
This renunciation was derided by fortie > and difdained by others , as a 
great malapartnefle, and high prefuraption in him , who being but lately 
raifed from fo meane a fortune and e llate, durft utter fuch fpeeches as be- 
: wrayed fuch vaft and high thoughts^ as to aime at no leffe then the King- 
dome, if ever(che Kings owne race failing)the right thereto Ihould come 
in queftion, and happen to be controverted. And indeed his dcfignes am 
thought to have flowne to no lower pitch , which ( perhaps ) had beene 
no very hard or impoffible taske for him, if he could as well have kept out 
the Hammiltmns ( who could onely pretend right toitj and the Douglafjcs 
(whole power and authority was the greateft in the Countrey) as hee 
found meanesto call them out of Court and Countrey. For then he had 
had no Competitor but the Duke of Lennox, and him, being a ftranger, 
&nd fublifting meerely by the prefent Kings favour , he nothing doubted . 
to fupplant by his craft and violence, joyned with fuch a colourable claim. 
Another occafion of difcord fell out by Sir $oh» Seaton^ fon to the Lord 
Seam, and Mailer of the Kings horfes. As the King was about to goe to 
Lis horle to ride a hunting , Arran having fomething to Ipeake to him in 
private, all men were commanded to remove , which all did faving Sir 
$oh», who being by his place to wait upon the King , and fet him on his 
horle,llayed Hill* and did not remove with the relit. Arran feeing him to 
flay behind the reft, either threatned to throw his batton at him , or did 
throw it indeed * for hee carried a ftaffe or batton as Captaine of the 
Guard. Sir f fob* would have requited this affront , but was hindred by 
the Guard, who carried him downe llaires 4 and fo parted them for that 
time. The next day Sir tfohn, his brother Sir William, and the Lord Sea* 
tan himfelfe , were all commanded to keepe their lodgings 5 which the 
Duke (who favoured them ) tooke fo ill , that he refufed to come a- 
broad that day. At lad they were fo divided , that the Duke carried the 
King with him to Dalkeith , and Arran abode; in the Palace of Haly- 
rood-hoofe. There were with the Duke , the Lord Seaton , CMaxwell, 
(then Earle of Morton) with fome others* Argyle, Kuthven ^ then The- 
faurer, and lately made Earle of Gowrie ) the Secretarie, the Con- 
troller, and other Officers of State, flayed with Arran * and tooke 
upon them to make the body of the Kings Councell , and to lit as 
fuch. But all their Decrees and Conclulions were dalhcd by the King in 
pcrfon, which they wanted. 

Thefe broiles laded from the end of Odtober till mid-Februarie, 
about which time the King returning to Halyroodhoufe ( from whence 
Arran had removed before ) and from thence going backe againe to 
Dalkeith 4 he fent.for him , and reconciled him to the Duke , after 
which they became greater friends then ever they had beene before : 
fo that Arran would doe nothing for any man but what hee knew ' 
flood with the Dukes good liking But this union betwixt them- 
felves divided them the more from others , and others from both of 
them'* for now hee that had any bufinelle with either , behoved 
to fue to both * and hee that difliked > or bore ill-will to ei- 
ther, was forced to fawne on him alfo, or to hate both, andfeeke 
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1582. *the overthrow of them both alike. Atche Juftice Aires In Perth iiyfe.’ 
juitice Aiicjin July,in fomecomcft betwixctheDdkeand theEarleof'Gowrie , the 
in Penh in Dukefpake fome reproachful! wordsio'himin French * which Cowrie 
Ju y * -not underftanding then •, afterward, when he. had teamed -whtt the 'moan- 

ing of it was, he upbraided 'the Dukefor ungrate fulireffe gelling him^hftt 
wasaUche thanke he got for having twiceiaved him from ‘being hilled. 
Thus was he alienated , or thus did hebewray his alienation of minde, 
which lay hidden till now it burft forth. Another time the •Chamber- 
'laine Aires being md idled to be kept (the 28. of Auguft ) bythe Duke 
< thenChamberiaine ) which was a Court very odious rathe ©urrowes, 
as being rather a legall robbery , then aCourt of Juftice , and upon 
which <k isthought he was fetof purpofe chat he might inourre more 
hatred , which commonly falls 'em , when a former general l diftike 
•doth meet with private grudges. This Court ( I fay), being indi&ed, 
■while the Duke Was bulled in preparing for it, and he with Arran ha- 
ving left the King , were at Edinburgh and Dalkeith about fuch 'things 
as was neceflary thereto: chefoure and Twentieth of Auguft the King 
Thcroade ofomefromhis hunting in At hole to Euchven , where Cowrie , affifted 

f ome '°f theNobilitie, removed the Guard , that were under ¥he 
“ su 2+ ‘ command of Arrane, with no (great adoe , and laid hold alfo dt the 
Earle himfelfe as heentredineo tfhe hoofeof Ruthvea , and conveigh- 
ed him into a clofe roome. Where he was kept, and not fuffered to 
come neare the King. 

He had, upon the fipft ’fertmfihg of am alteration, come from Edin- 
burgh With a company of fome fourefcore horfe , but hearing that thfc 
Earle of Marre Was at Kinrofle in his way , hee fort his company with 
his brothers { Robert and Benrie ) and he himfelfe with one or two ta- 
king a byway, cameto have flipt into the Kings pretence before they 
had neene aware of him. But Gowrie being advertifed hereof, met 
him at the gate, and had ftraightwlyes killed him , if George kA%~ 
thenlecke ( fometime fervitourro Morton ) had not held his hand ashte 
was about to have pulled out fets dagger to have ftabbedbim . His two 
brothers , with their company , were defeated by the Earle Of Marre, 
of which Robert was wounded alfo, and taken prifoner. 

There joynedwith Marre arid Ruthven openly , Thomas Lion ( Ma- 
tter of Glames ) Lawrence Lord Oliphant , together with Sir Lmk 
Ballandine of Achnowlc ( Juftice- Clerke ) and others. Before Martfe 
came, the Guard made fome difticuhie to admit them, and grant them 
entrance into the Kings chamber : for they ferving for pay , and be- 
ing put in , and commanded by Arran , when they heard what had 
happened to their Captaine , made an offer to refift , and not to 
fuflfer any man to come neare the King , unleffe hee fhould fignififc 
his pleafureto be fuch. 

Sir Lervts BaUandine conceiving great indignation here* , asked at 
matter David Bwne (who by chance was come thither , and flood neat 
to him ) if he had a piftoll about him , which he gave him , but with- 
al 1 faid to him, “ Be not too haftie tofhootjet them alone,youfhatl fitid 
4t that their frny will foone fell i lacking their Captame, and a head 1 ) 
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44 and that they will give way, when ohee they fee theNobility approach. 

And if© they dkHndced, fort lie Earle of Marre being coriie, ana the reft 
goymag with himvthey (hranke away and gave place. When they came 
to the King, they (hewed him the necemty of doing what they had 
done, 4 ni?ogatd-©febevk>lenceot UirraHe, and their feare and fUfpition 
'Of the Duke of Lennox : ,c That there was no ocher wayto remove 
■“ the-generall dilcoriterit of Ins Subje&s,*and to prevent the dangers 
•** whichwould follow ‘therenpon to hinvfelfe, and liis Orowne, then by 
** iremoving of thefemen from about him, whofe unjuft a&ionS, and 
“ violent opprdfliofts^refle&ed upon his Majefty,tochegreat prejudice df 
** dishonour and eftate, asalfoco the great difadvamage of Religion, 
u and the good of his people.The King affented to what they (aid, either 
Eecariie he thought it to be the true, Or rather, (as appeared afterward) 

•that he" might feeme toapprove of that which hee cotfld not refift. So 
they goetcnPerth, then to Stirling, where their Proclamations were fet 
forth ythe one cowfainingthe Kings Declaration, concerning What was 
-done -at Ruthvcrt *that it was for his fervice, and acceptableto him .In the 
■otherthe Dakeof Lennox was eommandedto depart out of the Realrrie 
of Scotland before the 24. of September. There was a third aHo, by 
which the Chamber lainAires were dtfeharged to be kept. 

The Earle Of Angus had (a little before thefething£)cc*ne down from Ang* mnm- 
the Court Of England to Berwick, in expedtetidft 6f this change 5 and «hhomc. 
-now having nOticegiven him by thefe Noblemen of what had palled, he 
fkayedawhilein thetowne, and thereafter came into Scotland : yet did 
hettoegoe dire&ly to Court,but cameto Cumledge in the Merfe,a houfe 
within eight miles of Berwick, which belonged to ^irchbald <^Autben- • 

leek (a follower ofhis Uncle Morton) and lay next adjacent to his Ba- 
rony of Boncle. There he remained till M after Boms , and Mafter Cary 
<Einbafladoars from the Queen of England ) came into Scotland (the 1 1 
-of September) and did by their interceflion obtain ofthe King, that hee 
might be affoykdfiom that crime of Rebellion, which his enemies had 
put Upon him, becaufe he had not obeyed their charges given out in the 
Kings name, tocometo Court, which was indeed to come into their 
power. Neither did be prefently after hee was relaxed come nearethe 
King>«ntill he hadaflurance tlrat the King was very well contented, and 
defirousthat he (hould come to him* but ftayed foine five weekes, expe- 
cting ’his full and free conlerit therein, that his return might bee fuch as 
could not be excepted againft. The King delayed him a while, that hee 
might be beholding*© him for this favour, and he was contented to ft.iy 
fo long, that the King might fee he was willing to receive it at his hands 
as a favour,and that by fo doing, he might fully remove all hard conftru- 
diem that his Majefty could make of his withdrawing into England. He 
had prefence of the King the 20.of O&ober (about two moneths after he 
•catne home) in the Palace of Haly-rood-houte, where hee was kindly 
and lovingly received, to the great contentment of all men, and with 
great commendation of his modefty *, for that hee had patiently waited 
for his Princes pleafure fo long a time, and had not abruptly rufht into 
his fight, which many would, and he might have done tauly had he plea- 
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fed to have made that ufe of the times and opportunity which Was offe- 
red : but his difpofition was not that way fet *, he was truely of a milde 
difpofition, abhorring all turbulencie, every way towardly, inclinin g to 
peace, and to all fubmiffion toward his Prince^ 

Now being thus returned, gladly would hee have lived in quietnefle, 
and injoyed the Kings favour ftill,as he had it at this time, and willingly 
would he have ferved him as a faithfull and loyall Subjed according as 
hehadbcenpleafedto haveimployed him, without further ftirring or 
meddling with any thing, or any perfon. Neither (as I thinke ) did the 
world ever know, or bring forth a more calme , and quiet fpirit, voyd of 
ambition and covetoufnefle, as alfo of all envie and malice to any crea- 
ture, which are thechiefe caufes of reftlefle and tumultuous pradices. He 
was alfo mindfull of Mortons counfell at his death* who advifed him to 
doe fo: and being alreadie info honourable a place (firft of the Nobili*' 
tie) he had little or nothing elfe to defire or hope for, if het could have 
been affined to poflefle his owne in peace. But finding the Countrey 
divided, the dregs of the old fadion that Hood for the Queen* ftill work- 
ing underhand, and by it the Romifh party labouring to undermine the 
true reformed Religion, and fuch as had been inftruments to eftablifh it, 
upon whofe ruine thefe new men (by their new courfes ) did indeavour 
to build their preferment, fo that none could with furety live in any ho- 
nourable place, as a good Patriot, but behoved to take part with them 
that flood for Religion, and undergoe the like hazard as they did. Be- 
fides, thefe Noblemen had (in very deed) wrought out and made way 
for his retume from exile, by removing of thofe who- were ( as common 
# enemies to all honeft men, fomore particularly) his efpeciall enemies, 
having been authours of his Uncles death, and who had feized upon his 
ownelands and pofTeflions. They were alfo his near kinfemen, and deare 
friends, Cowrie and Glomes were come of his houfe, Oliphant was of his 
alliance (having married Margaret Douglas , daughter to William of Logh- 
leven) and CMarrc was his brother in law, and no lefle his brother in 
love and affedion, which continued without the leaft breach or diminu- 
tion, fo long as he lived. Thefe private and publick inducements thus 
meeting and concurring, he could not efleem that caufe to be more theirs 
then his owne,and therefore could not choofe but embrace it as his own 
that is, to the utraoft of his power. * 

2 e Therefore he joyncd with them in it fincerely for his owne part , but 

the they continued not long undivided amongft themfelves. For the Duke 
Courtiers, being divers times charged to voide the Realme , after divers fllifts and 
dclayes, at laft he went through England into France in themoneth of 
158$. December, and not long after he died there the 27.of July 1583. After 
he was gone, they being rid of that feare, there fell out diffention be- 
twixt the Earle of Cowrie, and Secretaric Pitcarne (made Lord of Dum- 
Gowric takes fermeling ) in April 1583. The King went to the Caftle of Saint An- 
aremiffion drewes in Auguft, and there the Earle of Gowrie ( having changed his 
at minde with the change of affoires)tooke a remiffion for his fad at Ruth- , 
ven, as being T reafon, and fo by his owne confeffion condemned him- 
felfe, and all his partners therein, and by feparating himfelfc from them, 
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overthrew the cade, and them with it. All this while after Angus his 
returnc, there was nothing done worthy of memory* fave that he ( out 
of his love and refpefk to his Uncle Morton )caufed his head to be taken 
downe from the City gate, and honourably buried with his body, the 
10. of December 1582. The chiefe inftrument in this change , was 
WiHitun Stuart , a brother of the houfe of Gofton, who had beene a Co* 
lonell in the Low^Countreye9 , and was then Captain of the Kings 
Guard. Gomie had brought him home, and preferred hkn to the Kings 
ferviee, ofpurpofe to counterpoyfe the greatnefle of Arran : but they 
were fo wife, as not to croffe one another * but on the contrary, they did 
aid and ftrengthen each other all they could. 

By this WiUiamt means, the authours and a&ors of the fad at Rathven Ar ™ returtl * 
were ftridly commanded to depart from the Court, andthe Earleof Ar- 10 
rane recalled thither again. Angus had joyned with thofeof Ruttoeu, 
yet becaufe he had not been an ador there, and had had no hand in it, he 
hoped that they would fuffer him to live in quietnefle at home. Secretary 
Walfingham (Etnbafiadour from Queene Elizabeth) had gotten a promire 
of the King that he (hould be fully reftored to all his lands and pofTefli- 
ons, and hee had relied thereon, an.d waited long for the performance 
thereof*, but finding nothing but delayes, he perceived they had no good 
meaaing toward him* And fo indeed it proved, for Mafre, and the ma- 
tter of Glames were confined in Argyle, the Caftle of Scirling(of which 
Marre and his pcedeceflburs had been keepers time outofminde) was 
committed to the cuftody of Arrane, and the Earle of Angus was confi- 
ned beyond Forth. 

Before his going to the place of his confinement, hee wrote to fome Angus con; 
of his friends to accompany him thither for his fafety in his journey .This fin !i bcyon<1 
being knowne at Court, k was interpreted to be done of intention to fur- Fo 
prife the King, who was that day to goe abroad to his h aulking. It was 
olledged alfo, that Marre and Gkunes were to meet him at Achnowes- 
hill,and to joyne with him inhis furprifall. Hereupon the King having 
Tifen bytimes that morning to goe to his fport, and being ready to take 
horfe,was ftayed that day, and curriours were fentouctotry how 'mat- 
ters went, and whether that report were true. Some of chcfe fcouts came 
to the Key- (tone, (for that way Angus tooke of purpofe, being furtheft 
ofFfrom the Court, that he might be out of their danger, and they freed 
from all feare of him) and found him riding in a peaceable manner, ac- 
companied with a fmall train of his domefticks onely, and thofebut 
baife- armed ( which was ordinary then, even in the raoft peaceable 
times) and nowayes prepared forwarre. Hee defired them to tell his 
Majefty that he was going toward the place of his confinement, in obe- 
dience to him* and they did relate the truth very faithfully and honeftly 
to the King. This rumour (of furprifing the King) was (kid to have 
proceeded from one of his ownename, who having been in TantalUm 
the day before, and perceiving that there were letters in writing, which 
they did not communicate to him (as Angus did never impart bufinefle 
to any, but fuch as were his intimate triends, and there having been fome 
difference betwixt him, and this Gentleman, henever ufed him after that 
.. . fo 
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fo familiarly) made this conjecture of their fecrecie, and whifpered, it to 
the Courtiers, who were apt to beleeve it: whether he did indeed fufpedfc 
fome fuch thing, or if it were raifed onely by envious, and malicious 
perfons, we cannot httirme, but fame laid the blame of it oh him •, for 
that he, having been fo late over night at Tantallon, had made great hafte 
to be in Edinburgh that night, and came to Court before day light : and 
that upon his coming, the Kings haulking was flayed * yet it is uncer- 
tain, for he was commanded alfo to depart out of the Countrey. . 

The Earle of Angus crofled Forth at the Queens Ferry, and went to 
hisownehoufe at Aberdowre * but becaufe there hee was toonearethe 
Court, and fo obnoxious to fufpition, hte removed from thence to Kin- 
rofle : and to fecure them yet more, leaving his houfhold there behinde 
him, he went almoft alone to Lefely, ai houfc belonging to his brother, 
in Law, the Matter of Rothufle. Being there, he moved him, and the 
Eatle his father to deal with the Courtiers to grant him fo much favour 
as to fuffer him to live a private and retired life, at one of his ovvne hou- 
fes in the Countrey farre from Court, and State bufinefle : but they 
were fo farre from yeelding to any fuch thing, that whereas he had 
He is fe« be- been charged onely to retnaine beyond Forth before * now hee is fens 
yond Spayc. t0 remain beyond Spaye. 

Wherefore hee takes his jourhey thither, and came to Dundie* and 
He oeth to from thence toward' Elgin in Murray . Matter Scrimger of Diddup 
Elgin in Mur- ( Conftable of Dundie ) would needs bring him on his way* and as if 
py* . he had intended no more,'caufed carry his haulkes with him, but by no 
means would leave him till he came to his journeyes end. By the way 
he being well kndwne,toofee upon him to be the chiefe man, and gave 
outthat Angus was hisfonne in law„the Laird oflnfhmartin. this 
hee did, leaft the Courtiers fhould have laid fome ambufhment for him 
by. the way, hee being to pafle through a Countrey, where their par- 
tie was ftrong, and where they had many favourers , having none of 
his owne followers with him, fave Robert Douglas of Cavers, Gentle- 
man of his horfes. So he patted the Came-Mont with great celerity 
and hafte, the reft of his houfhold following after byeafie journeyes. 
Great was the care his worthy friend the Conftable had of him* and 
many wayes did hee labour to keepe him from melancholy, and to di- 
vert his thoughts from too much a welling upon his prefent hard condi- 
tion : there was no kinde of fport or game, which he-' did not afford him 
with all the varietie he could devife to entertain him, and to chearehim 
up : till the court,envying even this fmall contentment to him, command- 
ed the Conftable alfo to goc oft the Countrey •, yet was hee never defti- 
tute of friends* fuch was the fweetnefle of his difpofition, and of fuch 
power and force was it, that itwonne the hearts of all the Gentlemen 
in thofe quarters to him : fuch as the Innefjes, Dumb ams t Hayes, and 
others, who did all ftrive who fhould fhew moft affettion toward him, 

, by inviting him to their houfes, and feafting him byturnes, andufing 
of him with all courtette, and refpe<ft* fo that hee could not have beene 
more, honoured and regarded amongft his deareft friends, and neareft 
Jtinsfolkes. Nay, fuch. was ti^ir love to him, that: hearing fomefur- 
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tolfes 6 f no great good will borne to him.by Huntlcyj they of their ovyn 
accord came to him , and forbade him to bee afraid of him , for 
they would fpend thei* lives in his defence , and for his fafetie , if 
the Earle of Huntley fhould attempt any thing againft him, Where- 
fore it was thought that they being thus pffe&ed , hedurft not ad- 
venture to execute any Court plot againft him ., \vhich he wanted 
no good will to do. 4 and. other way es would have done. , Yet was 
this the place of the Kingdome , where all Huntleyes power, and 
friendfhip lfy very neare at. hand „ and where Angus had leaft ac-r 
quaintance and feweft friends * all of them being meere Grangers to 
him , without any other bond of obligation or tie of relation v buc 
what his vertue and worth had gained in that (bore time of his being 
amongft them and conyerfing with themi ...... , 

The Courtiers at this time were at no fmall conteft and vari- Difcorf b«* 
knee with the Minifters 5 chiefly with Mafter J-smcs Low fin , Ma- 
fter Waiter Balcanqucll , John Qnrie ( Minifters at Edinburgh ) and c'owuer*. 
Mafter Andrew iMelvin^ Principal! of the new Colledge of Saint 
Andrewes , and Profeflour of Divinity there. . The occafion was 
this ; they .had at a Generali Aflembly, approyed f he , fail of Ruth- 
ven by the Kings efpeciall comnlapdement , and now being defired 
by the Courtiers to , cOndemne it i,, they refufed, to doe it. Both 
lides alledged the . Kings authority 3 the Courtiers pleading, that 
fuch was his will now : and the Minifters, that it was not fuch 1 

then. The Courtiers laid that he wj^acaptive then $ and the Mi- 
nifters replyed , that ( perhaps ) he was fo now. : that,thpy faw not 
any thralling of him then * and that it mighty as. well be.alledgefl 
hereafter that he was a captive now , as it was alledged now that 
hee was a captive thdni As for the particular quarrels of either fide, 
they faid they knew them not 3 but one thing they knew , that 
they were as good men as Nobtjq, as worthier as well affeded : 

to his Majeftie who were with him thejn , as thofe were who were 
about him now 3 that they were as free from all .fufpition of unfound- 
tiefle in Religion , nay > much freer , the others being at leaft fufpe- 
ded. ! . . ^ 

In Which regard they could not retrad what they had done, and could 
hot but allow of their fad who had removed from the K,ing , men 
that were not altogether free of fufpicion. What, private ends or 
aimes they had., was unknown to them, as alfo they were ignorant 
what the itfpeds were which they now had*, both pretended the 
Kings will 3 but they were fureof this, point, that the removing of 
. fufpeded men was a good office 3 and made for his -well being, and 
* that the inftrumehes thereof were inftruments of a good work, 

Whatfoever were their intentions. Thus moft of. them fpake; 

Others exprefled themfelves more harfhly, faying, that wicked men were 
temoved, and fuch as were enemies to the Churcn,to the Countrcyand* 
to the Nobility, who fought their own preferment with the overthrow of 
* 11 , that they might be built upon the ruines of all thefe. Thefe fpcechcs 
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were very unfavourie to the Earle of Arran , to the Colonell Studrt^ 
and the ‘Prior of Pkeen-wecme. It rubbed upon them , and ( by 
confequent ) as they would have it appeare ) reflected nponthe King. 
Wherefore they called it fedition , and (faring up of attention be- 
twixt the King and his Subjetts. So they -informe die King, and by 
their Information, animate him againil them. Wherefore tyobnDw* be- 
hooved to be removed from Edinburgh to Monrofle : Matter jams 
Low [on , and Matter Walter Bale an^ueS were rebooted onely. Matter Wd- 
ters Text was treafon ( againtt the Courtiers ) and fpaJoe too .much 
though hee had (aid nothing. It was that patiage of Ecclefraftes 
C 1 [aw Princes walking on foot , andforvutts riding m b or (e- back ] that is. 
Great and worthie men di (placed, and bale men fet op in their room ; 
to which dodhine hee added an admonition , that they (bould look 
to themfelves when the cup of their iniqukie fhouid bee full. Ma- 
tter ndrew CMclvin was dilated tothe King and Councell by one WUr 

it am Stuart , that he had faid in a Sermon ofhis, Tbrnthc KingwntnnUm- 
fullj called to the Kingdome $ but he craved, that feeing he was accufedof 
wrong dodrine , that hee might bee cried by a Generali or Synodall 
AUembly , who are the proper 1 judges of dodrine delivered from the 
Pulpit. It was anfwered , that he fliould have no other chan the King 
. and Councell , who ordained' himto enter himfelf prifbner in Black- 
to Berwick? ^ s ' c ^' e ' Whereupon hee fearing , and inf ormed that Colonell Stnart 
and Arran had no good meaning toward him , fled fccrctly to Ber- 
wick. Before his departure, hee drew tip his Apoiogie, olf which ic 
will not be amitte to let down the famine, as a eeftimony of his in- 
nocencie and equity of his caufe , as tlfo of the violence, and inhjut- 
ty of thofe times , that fo it may appear- more evidently what juft 
grounds and reafons the Noblemen had to ltbonr to have things re- 
ffi* Apology fretted , and fuch enormous mfblcnciesreprefted, ** Firft , He pro- 
“tefted folemnty before God and his Angels , that he never ubq- 
red either in that Sermon or in any other , any one word which migl* 
* import any difgtace or (lander of his Soveraigne the Kings Majc- 
•*ftie : but had ever exhorted all men to yeeld him all. revetenoe 
“ and.obedience : that hee had ever , and dill did acknowledge him 
4,4 his lawfull Prince and fupreame Goverr.our in dvill matters \ that 
“‘he had ever i arid even then prayed for his prefervation and pro* 
^Iberity : Secondly , that his defire to bee trial by a Synod ofthe 
VCburch , did pot proceed from any intention to call his Majefties 
“Authority m quef^ion , but onely becaufe diey were appointed to 
"bee the ordritary 1 judges of any thing delivered in preaching , In 
PrirnJr injlantili ' He Pledged for this a plaine Ad of Parliament, 
and ^conference betwixt certain Lords of the Councell, andfome 
"Minifters deputed by the King , who had agreed upon this con- 
, "clufion. Thirdly , hee faid that Councels and Dodors of the 
w Church did think that the triall of fuch things is moft conve- 
** nlefitl jr and fitly to bee taken in the place where the (lander is 
“ raifed , and fcairdal! given *, which was Saiot^ Aodrcwcs , for them 
" that Sermon was preached .* Fourthly , hee pleaded , that the 
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tc oriviledees of the Univerfity, granted and given to it by former Kings, 
«* and confirmed and ratified by his Majefties felf, made theReftorand 
“ his Afleflors, Judges to all Minifters, Matters and Students that were 
‘•Members of the fame., and were accufed of any offence committed 
tc within the liberties thereof. Fifthly ,that he fpake nothing but w hat he 
“ had eood warrant for from fcripture. Sixthly ,that he had for him* firft, 
“ the teftimony of the Univerfitie, figned by the Red or ,and fealed with 
“their leal; Secondly, the teftimony of the Church- Sefsion in S. An- 
te drewsffubfcribed by the Minifters, Elders and Deacons , thirdly, the 
“teftimony of the Proveft and Bailiffs, and town Councell, ngnedby 
«t the town Clerk by their commandement , and fealed with their leal •, 
“ fourthlv,and laft of all, the teftimony of the Presbyterie, fubfcnbcd by 
H the Clerk thereof: which teftimomes were of more value to abfolvc 
«c him, than any one mans accufation was to condemne him. Seventhly, 
« he defired that he might have the common priviledge of all the Sub- 
“ lefts which was to know his accufer, and the prerogative of a Mimfter 
“ of Gods vvord,that an accufation fhould not be received(or put in pro- 
“ cede) a°ainft him, but under two or three witneffes. Eighthly, that his. 
“ accufer might be liable, and incurre the punifhment due to him by the 
«c Ads of Parliament, if his accufation were found to be fane. Ninthly, 
“ that the Defender might have place, and be permitted to objeft againft 
<C his Accufer : And that if William Stuart were the man, he would prove 
cc that the (aid William had profeffed hatred againft him, and had threat- 
en n ed him to do him bodily harm-, in which refped,his information was 
“ to be fufpeded if he were the Delatour,or if he were a witnefte his te- 
ti ftimony was not fufheient. Notwithftandtng ofall this, yet he faid,he 
«t WO u!d limply declare the truth in the prefence of God and his Angels, 
“ fo far forth as his memory would ferve him.He faid,his text was. Dam- 
“ els expounding of the hand- writing on the wal to Balta\ar. Here he ob- 
<e ferved how Daniel in reproving Balfatyr for not giving glory to God 

‘‘ for hisbenefits toward him and his father, and for abufing the vefle s 

'< of the houfe of God, did apply the Text (of the hand- writing) to Bal- 
« talar. From hence ( and other places of Scripture) he inferred , that 
« application ought to be made of examples ( whether of mercies or 
tc judgements ) by the Minifters of the Word (as Daniel was) to Kings, 
“ as was BaltaUr: And that the nearer the example touched cl f e P ar ^ 
“ to whom it were applied (as that of Nabuchodono or, who was father to 
“ TaJIZ?) thT^r^orcible it would be. This (faid he) is the right 
“ way of application, but who doth it now-a-dayes < Or. if any do it, 
“who cares for it, or is moved with it i If a man fliould now apply 
i< the example of our Predeceffours tothefe times , as of King James 
“the third, how his Courtiers and flatterers abufed him, would they 
“ not fay that he raved, and wandered from his Text i ; Nay , perhaps 
“ accufehim of Treafon. Secondly, hefaid ^concerning thef ^ ^°' ) 
a which his accufer did alledge to have been fpoken by h,m ( that our 
“ Nabuchodonofor, to wit,the Kings mother, had bin bamfhed twice ieven 
“ years:& would be reftored again) as it never came into his mind, lo did 
“ he not remember the words, or any exprefsion tendingto that purpofe, 
t~ ,vv * C c C i 0I * 
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“ or importing any fuch thing : Thirdly ,. As for that fpeech ( That the 
“ King was unlawfully called to the Crown ) or any thing founding that 
“ way >, he protefted before God, he never fpakc it, nor did he ever doubt 
“ of the lawfulnefTe of his Majefties authority, which the Church had e- 
** ver maintained ,& he himfelf conftantly avouched ,as all that knew him 
4 * could bear witnefTe. That it was true , that in fpeaking of Nabuehodo - 
w nofor, he had faid * That firft , howbeit he had fucceeded to his fathers 
ICingdome , and that when he was of ripe years : fecondly , though he 
tc were endowed with wifedome, learning, liberality, and other vertues i 
c< thirdly,though he had conquered and purchafed divers Territories and 
“ Countries, as a valiant Captain ( having been Lieutenanc to his father) 
“ in his fathers time : fourthly, And although he were made King ('after 
« c his father ) by all the Nobility : yet Daniel maketh mention of none of 
“all thefe, but faith , That God gave him the Kingdome. From whence 
Ct he gathered as a firm conclufion-,That,by whatfoever way Kingdomes 
“ do come(whether by ele<ftion,fucceflion, or conqueft, whether by ordi- 
<c nary or extraordinary means)it isGod that gives them,& he that makes 
“ Kings.But( alas 1) men do forget this that are in high places, as experi- 
ence doth (hew: And not only Atheifts and Idolaters, but even godly 
“ Kings are fubjedt to this forgetfubiefle. David extraordinarily called, 
“ Salomon alfo extraordinarily , and foot extraordinarily preferved and 
“ crowned in his tender years , did all forget the ordainer, all forget God 
“ their advancer *, and he therefore did chaftife them. That inftead of ap- 
“ plying this to the King, he did (as his cuftome ever was, when he fpake 
« of his Majeftie) tume and convert it into a Prayer : That fince fuch was 
<c the weaknefte of Godly Kings, it would pleafe God of his mercie never 
« tofuffer our King to forget Gods goodnefle and mercie toward him, 
(t who had called him extraordinarily to be King of the Countrey : firif, 
< c being but a childe in his Cradle : fecondly,his mother yet alive : third- 
u ly, a great part of the Nobility his enemies :and fourthly, fome of them 
(till purfuing of him , ever fince the heavie burden of government was 
“ laid on his fhoulders. He concluded thatthefe were his formall words* 
*< upon which,what ground any man could have to build fuch accufation 
« againft him, he referred it to the wifedome of his Majeftie and his coua- 
« cell , who, he hoped , would not give eare to fuch who through malice 
did ftretch or wreft his words, or through ignorance did miftake them; 
« not being able to diftiriguifh betwixt extraordinary calling, and unlaw- 
c< full calling. This Declaration he ftt forth , not fo much to beg favour 
Or releafement , but to render the reafon of his chofen and voluntary 
exile, fivers moe than he , who fuffered as he did , and for the fame 
caufe , fet forth likewife their apologies to juftifiethemfclves,by clearing 
of their inhoccncie,and (hewing the caufes of their leaving the Countrey 
& their callings.The Courtiers did intereft the King in all thefe quarrels, 
and laboured to etnbarke him therein the deepeft they could : and by all 
mcanes drove to make him beleevethat all was againft him, and that their 
aiine was at him, whom they wounded through their fides: and fain they 
would have perfwaded all others to the fame. But all were not fo blinde : 
there were many that could, & did diftinguilh and feparate the Kings caufe 
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from the Courtiers and did {hew that as they hated them, (othey loved 
him Efpecially the Miniftery,vvho at a Generali Aflembly(heltl at Edin- 
burgh in N ovember ) appointed a general! Faft to be kept throughout the 
whole Kingdome , and gave out the reafons thereof to be : hrft , T he a- 
bounding of wickednefle : fecondly,The danger of the Church : thirdly * 
The danger of the King : fourthly, The danger cf the Common* wealth 
(which all were meant, & did diredly point at the rulers of court chiefly) 
through their wickednefle, Atheifme , want of Religion, Godleflenelle, 
Popi(hnefle,or Libertinilme, avarice, afpiring-, Who being fole(faid they) 
or chief about the King,under the Ihado w of his authority : nrft, do trou- 
ble the Miniftery : fecondly, feekto pervert his Majeftie,and draw him(if 
it were poflible forthem ) to the fame contempt of Religion •, that lo m 
time he might become a perfecuter arid enemie to the Church , and over- 
throw it altogether : thirdly, do tread under foot the Common- wealth of 
this Courttrey , by banilhing the beft of the Nobility , who do love God 
and the Church beft, and are beft affixed toward the Kings wellare,that 
they in the meane time may poflefle and brook their Lands and Inheri- 
tance : And fourthly , who fuffered murther , oppreflion , witch-craft, 
whooredome , and many other finnesto paffe unpuniflied and uncurbed. 
This Faft continued the fpace of a Week, including both the Sundayes. 

The Comtiersfnotwithftanding of this) contemning and flighting all 
admonitions, kept on their own wayes and courfe of committing, banifh- 
in<> difcrediting,and weakening of all fuclrasthey thought did favour the 
Nobility, and were not forward enough to further them, and advancctheir 
fa&ion. They ingrofled all places of power and authority to themielves 5 
dif-armed , dif-abled , and diminifhed all others , and even derided them. 
Of which dealing I will recompt one example amongft many : I have 
made mention al>ove,how fome difeord and variance fell out betwixt Pit* 
iwrw, Abbot of Dumfermling,and the Earl of Gowrie. Hereupon Cow- 
rie (to match Fite air ne ) had reconciled himfelf to the Courtiers, and was 
thought to flde with them-, and efpecially to be very intimate with Colo- 
nell Stuart. Pitcairne laboured to ouc-fhoot the Earle in his own Bow, and 
for that end fuestothe Colonel for his fWendft ip, which becaufe he knew 
that it was vendible , he fent him the price thereof (according to his efti- 
mate) in gold. The Colonell liked the mettall,but not the condition, and 
therefore he kept both his friendfhip and the gold to himfelf and having 
fhewed it to the King and Gowrie, deriding him,faid,that the Abbot had 
fent him that to draw the King to favour him and thus was he flawed, 
and wiped clean of his Momyts. William Dougin of Logh-leven w^s con- 
fined in the Met*fc,for no other fault, but becaufe he vu&zPougU , and 
an upright hbneft man as any was in the Kingdome, Sir George of 
Wedderburne, becaufe he was in Kinne , and afriend qf the Earle of An- 
gus, wis fent prifoner to the Caftle of Downe beyoad Forth : 

Hume of ColdinkncHVS was committed to the Caftle of Edinburgh* Ma- 
tter Cmningbame of Drummewhafle was like wife imptifoned? and Ma- 
tter John Colvill brother to Cleijh had been ferved in the lame 
kinde , if he, fearing their rage , had not prevented it by fleemg. Many 
6ther$ wertufed after the like fort , it being a fufficient crime to favour 
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any of the difcourted Noblemen. Laft of all, a Proclamation was 
made , wherein the Fadi at Ruthven was condemned as foule,abomi- 
hable,and treafonable,and all the a&ors therein ( or favourers of them ) 
were commanded to depart from Edinburgh, and not to come near the 
place where the King was , or fhould happen to be , under the pain of 
dcath.The Earle of Gowrie had taken a remifsion for it,but it ferved not 
his turne, nor did him any good at all : for. he was particularly charged 
mnS tHo t0 8 ° c ^ e Countrey > and not t0 remain in Scotland , England, or 
beyond fea. c Ireland, with a non obftante , notwithftanding any remifsion obtained be- 
fore. And to fecure themfelves yet further,they prohibited all men to car- 
ry Piftols, except the Kings Domefticks, and his Guard. They brought 
home alfointoScotland,zW 0 «vV£ Duke of Lennox (fon toObignie) be- 
Lodowick ing then but a child, to ftrengthen their party, and to tie the Kings affedi- 
nox'broiight'" on muc h the more to them. He was reftored to his fathers eftate,& (as 
home. a part thereofjto the Lordfhip of Dalkeith. This being Angus his inheri- 
fance,they thought it would engage the Duke in a perpetual enmitie with 
him,as it is ordinary for a man to hate him whom he wrongs. On thefe 
& the like grounds they eftablifhed to themfelves (in their own conceit) 
a perpetuall & fafe eftate •, which they had fo faftned and linked with the 
Kings, that neither could be brangled without the fhaking and over turn- 
ing of the other. But thefe courfes produced a quite contrary effed,&even 
then wrought fuch difpofition in men , as did at laft over throw all their 
plots, and themfelves withall.So frail ,and fo unfure a foundation is ini- 

S .For Angus as he was altogether innocent of any thing that could 
edged againft him, even in their own judgements* fo was he univer- 
fally beloved of all, by an hereditary popularity from his Aunceftours, 
and more for his own known vertues^and therefore being thus wronged 
in his perfon,and in his inheritance, he was pitied ofall. Marre in like 
manner , being defeended of an honourable, ancient, faithfull and loyall 
race of Progenitours, as alfo for his own good parts and conditions*was 
beloved in like Portland pitied, notwithftanding that he had been an a- 
our at Ruthven.The Earle of Gowrie ( by the contrary ) was greatly 
hated by the Courtiers, and little fet by, or regarded by the other partie. 
He had afiifted (with his father) at the flaughtering of Rify, and was the 
chief man and principall authour and adfour in the fa& of Ruthven. Yet 
had he changed his minde and fide at S. Andrews, repented him of what 
he had done at Ruthven,condemned it, and taken a remifsion, for it. Now 
/being caften off by the Court , and commanded to depart offthe Coun- 
trey ,he repents him of his repentance, and condemnes his condemning 9 
and would ( if he could) falve all again by his recanting and retracing of 
this laft a&.But as the committing of the f adfc had made him to be hated 
by the Courtiers, fo his condemning of it had brought h im to be fufpe- 
<5ted of the Noblemen. He had condemned himfelf,and did deferve to be 
''condemned, either for that he had done at Ruthven , or for his condem- 
ning of what he did then, and taking a remifsion for it.He had given a co- 
> lour to the adverfe party to condemne it by his confefsion and example, 
and had furnifhed them with that argument whereby to preflethe con- 
demning of it upon the Minifterie or others. For that was their maine ar- 
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gument ,and the firing they moft harped on , Gowries confeffion of a 
fault ,and remiflion for it. All this notwithftanding, he defires tojoyne 
with the Lords, and offers to tie him felt' to their pai tie with the ftridleft 
bonds that could be devifed. Their cafe was the fame with his ; all to 
be utterly undone, unleffe fome remedie were found ; their enemies were 
the fame with his , the guiders of Court % neither fhould they onely bee 
overthrown, but with them and through them the eftate of Religion, and 
of the whole Countrey. This as it was fpetious , fo was it moft true and 
certain, and which could not be denied. But what fociety could befure 
with the Earle of Gowrie fo often changing < If his changing proceeded 
from fraud and deceit , who could joyne with him i Or if it were from 
feare, what lure hold could they have of one fo fcarfull < Even Angus 
himfelf (Whofe nature was farre from diftrufting ) could not but diftruft 
and fufpedt him. Onely, his prefent cafe feemed to plead for his fince- 
rity at this time-, which was fuch,that he knew not whereto {belter or fe- • 
cure himfelf, but by joyning with them. For he was charged to de- 
part out of the Kingdome, which was a token of no good will, nay of true 
enmity withvthe Court: or certainly, a deeper diffimulation than any mart 
could conceiue. And as neccffitie did force him to take part with them .fo 
were they alfb no lefTe urged by necelfitie to admit and receive him, in re- 
fpe<fr of his great power & friend fhip in thofe quarters. The Earl of Athol 
ahd the Lord Oglebee ( two Noblemen of great power and command) 
were his fonnes-in- law : Infhe chaiffrcyznd Drummond his dear friends; 
and he himfelf was Sheriffe of Perth, and Proved ofthe Town. Where- 
fore Angus his confinement being enlarged to the North- water , and he 
refiding in the Caftle of Brechin ( his brother the Earle of Marres houfe) 
he fent one t Mafter David Humc,w\\(am he trufted,to conferrc with him , t Maf»«©4fc 
that hee might trie and found his minde as narrowly as hecOuld , and tiittmt. 
report to him what hee found. The Gentleman found him in words, in 
countenance , and ingefture greatly perplexed , folicitous for his eftate, 
befides the affoirs of the Countrey, and greatly afraid of the violence of 
the Courtiers. So that looking very pitifully upon his Gallerie where 
wee were walking at that time ( which hee had but newly built and de- 
cored with Piiftures) he brake out into thefe words, having firft fetched a 
deep figh ; Coufin { fayes he ) Is there no remedie Et impias h&c tarn cult a 
novaliamilcs habebit Barbaras bos fegetes ? Whereupon he was perfwa- 
dedofhis upright meaning , and at his returne perfwaded the Earle of 
Angus thereof alfo. So partly upon this afTiirance,partly enforced by ne- 
ceffity ( there being no poflibility to be ftrong in thofe parts without 
his concurrence ) hee refolved to aftiime him itoto their fellowfhip 
and focietie. Then did thofe fcruples and doubts arife in Angus his 
minde, which are incident' to honeft natures and loyall difpofitions. 

Hee conftdered that banding againft Courtiers would be called , and 
feem to be combining againft Authority and the King*, for hee would 
take their part for the prefent : fo was he to force his will , whom 
his hearc carried him to honour. But what fhould hee doe There 
was no other way ( that he could devife ) to fecure their eftates, their 
houfes,themfelves, their Countrey, atn^i all honeft men from oppriffion 
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and ruinci to preferve Religion < which ought to be dear to all menj 
and was dear to him ) nay, even to fave the King himfelf ( whofe 
fafede did confift in the prefervation of the Church and Kingdome) 
and to deliver him , and pluck him out of the claws of thefe Harpies, 
whole oppreffion and wickedneffe did refle& upon him , and redound to 
his difhonour : For whatfoever they did , was done in his name, and 
(aid to be the Kings will and pleafure. Their banilhing of Noble- 
then , andopprefsing of all forts and ranks of men , without diffe- 
rence or refpedfc , fo that there was nohoneftmanbut flood incon- 
tinuall fear of lofing his life and eflate : all this was laid upon the 
King. Their avarice was infatiable, their malice cruell, and their fufpi- 
tion unfatisfiable.tThey flood not upon reafon , law or right-, any pre- 
tence (which they never wanted) lerved them for a warrant to feize 
mehs perfons or eftates. Their ordinary courfe was to fummond 
a man fuper inquirendis , and if he did compeir, to commit him to a free 
ordofeprifon-, if hee wire afraid* and did not compeir, hee was found 
guiltie of rebellion, denounced , and his goods feizcd.They would be 
fure not to want witneffes to prove any thing againft any man , by 
torturing his fervants , or himfelf, to wring fomething out of him, 
which might bee matter againft him , through impatiencie, and the 
violence of the Rack : At leaft hee (hould bee fure to bee vexed by 
re-examinations, and with-drawn from his neccflary affairs , that 
fo hee might bee coiiftiained to buy his libertie and leave to 
flay at home , with fome portion of his land , or a piece of mo- 
ney* . 

Thefe doings 6f theirs , though many knew that the King did 
not allow of them, yet being coloured with his authoritie , were 
apt to alienate ( and might in time produce that effe& ) the mindes 
or the Subje&s from their Prince , as alfo the heart of the Prince 
from his Subjeds , by their filling his ears with jealoufies , and by 
making vertue a caufe-of fufpition , and him that was vertuoas in 
any eminent meafure, fufpe&ed and hated , and on the contrary, 
vice and the vicious to have vogue and credit , and to over-rule 

*^HoW could this bee obviated , unleffe thefe men were removed f 
And how could they be removed without controlling of the King i 
And to contrary him ( though it were for his good and fafetie ) how 
ill would it be taken by him i Invitum qui fervat , idem fecit occi- 
denti: To fave a man againft his will, is commonly rewarded with 
(lender thanks, futriam & perentes cogert etiamfi f of sis , fr utile fit, 
tamers importunum efi : To (ave a Prince againft his will , and to 
force him for his good, how dangerous a point is it ( For they 
account it as their life to rcigne., and no reigning without abfolutc- 
neffe, tmleffe theyreigneat libertie, without any controllment, were 
it never fo little* But there was no remedie 5 whofo under- 
takes any great ehtcrprife , muft refolve to pafle through fome 
danger. 

And it is good for Kings fomecimes that their hands bee held ' 
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‘ had Oflexanders hands been held wheri he killed Clitui, hee had not of- 
fered to kijl himfelfe, nor fhould Cdijtincs have needed to takefuch 
pains with him, to make him digeft his griefe for it. If fpeeches could 
'have prevailed with the Courtiers, the Minifters hadtried that way, but 
-with bad foccefle: for they were accounted feditious and traitetous for 
‘their libtrtyand fteeflpme therein. Wherefore there was nothing re- 
gaining hut to removfe them at what ever rate : and if his Majeftie 
^fhouldtike it ill for the prefent , future obfequkmfnefle would make 
'it appekte> that what they did , was in love arid humilitie, and no 
wayes dut ’of any treasonable or malicious intention, of out of 
arrogancy, pride , or prefumptibn . The French Proverbe ta- 
dceth place’ v : U fan/i f after par la :■ there was no other way be- 
fides 5 no- audience/ no accefle could bee had to him by any other 
ineans. • v; ‘ • 

- So they’ conclude to joyne their pains, and to partake of the pe- 
Till. Thefway refolvedupon,was, to aflemble themfelves 4t Stirling 
with their Forces •, there to fupplicate the King, and to make their de- 
claration to the Count rey : to intimate their grievances and defires , 
With allrefped to his Majeftie, and with all evidence and plainnefle, 
againft the Courtiers. 

For this end , the Earle of Marre and Matter of Glams fhould 
bee faitf for, arid firft finde meanes to take in the Cattle of Stirling 
< : an iafie taske for the Earle of Marre to performe , having his 
friends lyihg near to ’it, and the Towne devoted to his fervice ) then 
the Earle of Gowrie fhould goe thither ( who lay neareft to it ) toge- 
ther with the Earle of Athole, th&Lord Oglebie, the Drummonds, and 
the iMurrajes: Next to him the Earle of Angus from Brechin , to 
whom his friends would repaire out of the South parts, the Merle* 
■Liddefdale and other parts : The Earle Bothwell, my Lord Lindfaj, and 
diverfeothers of the Nobilitie were alfo on the party, and had promffed 
to joyne with them. 

Being once Conveened , arid having the afle$ion of the Minitte- 
rie and Burfowes , they hoped to bee ftrong enough againft thefe 
new mens oWne power , affifted onely by their particular friends. If 
the Kings name were ufed againft them , there behoved to bee a Con- 
vention of the Nobilitie, and Barons % who would heare the Gaufe, 
judge impartially , and informe the King truely, without flattery or 
feare of the courtiers , whom they hated * neither could they 
doubt of his equitie , and tra&ablenefte , when hee fhould under- 
lland how things were . So the bufihefle fhould end without 
bloud * and have a good and happy iftue . ? And if the Worft 
fhould come , yet were it better to die noblely in the field , then 
to bee hailed to the ftaffold and fuffer by the hand of the Execu- 
tioner. 

. Thus did they propofe, but God did difpofe of things otherWayes. 
Men know not theCouncell and fecrets of the Almightie,whofe deter- 
mination doth onely ftand and come to pafle. He had not ordained, that 
they fhould execute their deflgns>ner that they fhould die in the quarrel $ 

Ddd it 
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it was tp be 4pqe . by. another way, and at aaqthjer time : thccup of fbcjr 
iniqqitia, was not yet fnllagaibft whom they roofte wmes r Wbefefofle 
they were 4ifapppint?4 at this time, which feU qqt thPSr Thf-fearW of 
CJpwry wps charged the fecpnd pf^arch tqdepact the QomV&y: with- 
in hftepn dayes. Hep fhifted and dfUyed s this Righted 
ers, or gave then? ocoahon to feeme .afraid, and *9 PPf th^Smg i^q a 
feare and fnfpitjqn, that there .wqs fpme <mterpr*fe in bandtfgtinft h*m ; : 

W hereupon the Citizens of idmhurgh were.tmide tP ke^pp'a, watch 
ahopt the Pallace, Qo wrie made {hew as if bee bad intended $9 pbay 
the- charge ( cq^mry to the advice of bis affppases) and -that they 
might belefve that his intention was real], hee,goethtP Dundi?, cep- 
feth provide a fhjp, and make all-. things readyr ip that' the, Gpurfrem 
were npt more afraid. that hee.WPidd ftay^hefhw Partner yvera that 
hee would hoife faile, and bee gone-, Efpecially, the Earle of AngP£ 
diftrpfted him, and was jealous of his difimulatipnvbeing ^fertaine 
whether it were with the Coyrf, or with them tbit hee.did thus dtk 
femble. , . c . 

, At laft having trifled out the time, till raid ApriUi ColQnt\]fpi//u$*? 
xtturf came to i)undie, and having a fmall company with him* fe«ctfr 
upon him at unawares, and made him fave himiiplfe W fogging. 
Then having brpyght fqme pieces qf Ordnance put of the ihtp% which 
lay in the Hayen, bejng aided hy the Townsmen (to whom bee bad 
brought a CommimQnjgnd warrant from tbe^ifig.) hee began to batr 
ter the hnnfe-, wh«eupqn h was rendered* and tha gar-le taken prifp* 
ner. : Ay chance asthjs was in doing, a fervam pfthe Avippf Angw?> 
coming from Dalkeith by Efundi?, and having feene allthachad bapr 
peqed, made hafte, and came to Brechen abPW twelve a 4<&k of thf 
night, where hee gave h«s Lord notice of what hef had feep f ; ffre* r 
rofe prefentiy, being much moved therewith, and fending for the Gen- 
tleman, wjipm bee pad jmployed to trje his minde before, -|ftffar 
vie moane, bewailing the overthrow of their capfe , ,afldpf themr 
felves. Then hee asked his ©pinion what hee thought of it, and fir ft 
toJdhjs owpe, that hee thought it could bee nothing ejfe. hit deceit, 
apd foilqfiop, which hee hap ever feared, and was now evident, that , 
his going tp Pqndie ( contrary to his advif? ) h%d no other end bw 
this •• and that hfr lingering proceeded frpm the fame groped- for 
( {aid hee ) how cpuld the Colonell pndertake tp apprehend (dpi with 
fo ftpall a number of men, if hee had fro; liimfclfe beepc wiping tqbef 
taken < If hee dopbted, pc diflrufted the towne of Diyidif > : why did 
hee commit himfelfe to them, or come in their power f. ... \yby did 
jiee not ftay if. Perth, where free was pqtofall dagger, tillshPVn»eapr 
pointed were come < ffoubtlefTer he« hath h?w«d usiu, and Wh 
colluded tp fuffer hjinfelfe ?P hep fptp colour h^yflfrbhhdJ 

dealing with us. 

It was anfwered, that hee could not appro ve his coming SO Pnndie, 
Which hee ever difiiked, apd had laboured to diffwade himftprp it, 
bus could not prevaile • yet it fremed a hard epnftru4if>n SQ thinke 
that hee came thither pf purppfe tp a<ft a famed apprehending 1 

That 
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' chat his flownefle and lingering was well knowne to bee his riaturall di- 
fpofition, ( being another Fabiuf Cun&ator in that point) which hee 
had often found by former experience, and often conteftedwith him 
for it. But to thinke him falfe in fuch a degree, or to imagine him to 
-beefbfoolifhas to come in the hands of thofe Courtiers, with a crime 
lying on him, ( though but counterfeited ) it was fuch a point, that for 
'his owne part, his opinion was, that he durft not do it, left they (hould 
•make ufe of it for hisruine, and convert a colluded crime into ? true 
dittie, and foworke his death. But this could not fatisfie the Earle of 
• Angus, but ftill hee kept his opinion, that there was no realitie in that 
a& of Gowries apprehending. And hee was the more confirmed there- 
in, when he heard that the Colonell carried Gowry to the houfes of his 
owne efpeciall friends, fuch as Wernes of Wefter-Weemes, whofe fonne 
offered to fet him at liberty, and to take him out of the Colonels hands, 
•and to goe with him himielfe, which-hee refufed to doe. Angus paf* 
-fed the reft of that night in great folicitude and feare, left hee himielfe 
(hould bee aftailed, and taken after the fame manlier, which had beene 
no hard matter to performe, hee having but a fmall family, and the 
Caftle not being fumifhed with Armes, the Earle of Crawford lying 
hard at hand with his dependers , and that whole Countrey being 
evill afte&ed to him. 1 

But whether the Colonell had noCommilfion to take him, or that 
hee did not thinke of it, and thought hee had fped well enough ah 
ready by taking Gowry, is uncertain : but however it were, hee went 
away with the prey hee had gotten without attempting any thing a-* 
gainft Angus. And yet for all that, Angus was not altogether fecurej 
knowing well his danger , and the fmall power hee had to defend 
himfclfe : for in the day time hee went abroad a hunting, that they 
mightnot know where to finde him : and in the night, hee caufed hts 
fervants to keepe watch , that hee might not bee furprized una- 
wares- 

Within three dayes after, the Earle of Manre fent to him , to let 
him know , that the Mafter of Glames and hee had performed 
their part oftheworke, had taken the Caftle of Stirling, and were rea- 
dy to wait upon his coming, which they entreated him to haften* 
There was no choice, they were his true friends, and hee was no lefle 
theirs : and they were refolved to runne the fame hazard in that courfe* 
from which there was no retiring for any of them. Angus defired 
the Lord Ogtybee, and Mafter Oglebee of Powrie, with others of that 
name, to goe with him. They were allied to the Earle of Gowry, and 
were well afte&edto the butinefle, as alfo they were his owne vaftalsj 
but being terrified with Gowries taking, and thinking that their joyn- 
ing with the Lords would incenfe the Courtiers to take fome hard 
courfe with him, and not knowing what his minde was herein, they 
refufed to goe. Hee notwithftanding, goeth with his owne family* 
from Brechin to Stirlin,and avoyding Perth, he crofted the river of Tay* 
at that place where it meets with Almont by boat, and comes to Infhe- 
chaffray,where he lodged with the Lord thereof, but could not perfwad* 
- Ddd > him 
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Angus comes himrotate panwith them for the fiu»e«afon, whenhecametoSfciriing 
*h l'o*^ was kindly welcomed by Mane, and the tefl; chat were there* andpee- 

tie or iently difpatched away letters, and roetfengers to Douglas t and other 
places, for his friendsand dependers to come thither to him, with as 
great fpced and diligence as they could. Be wrote alfoto Robert Dou~ 
glus (elded fonac to WtUism Bmglus) of Logh-levaa to the fame pur- 
pole s, but the letter felling into the hands of bis mother (her name was 
Lefte) flie tooke upon her to aofweritafterthis manner. “ ft is noc 
«< enough Gfaida flae) for you to undertake fo foolilha worke, whereby 
*' you cannot but ruine your lielves, hut you would alfo draw my ionne 
<c and boufetothe fanse deftru&ion : I have hindered him, and laid my 
“ curfe and malediction upon him, it hte take part with .you, like as 1 
“ doe upon you, if you mate him difabey me. 

This letter moved him very much, and hecaufed ananlwertobens* 
turned to her according as it merited, which was thus. 4< I can very 
u well bdeeve.that it is your doing to beep backe your foane ftotn fo ho- 
“ nou tableau enrerprife, knowing his owne difpofition to bee al wayes 
" honourable and nobde, and inch as of hitofclfe hee would not negledfc, 
“ his duecy either to his friends, or counjacy. The Noblemen that axe 
u convecned here, have entered tponfuch a ?courfe as beoomes them, for 
<l difeharging their duetie both to God and man: what the event will' 
** prove, is knowne>c«nely to God, and m his bands alone * if wee perifli 
<c herein, woe cannot pemh more honourably. Yet wee hope that God, 
“ in whom we oonfide, andmrhofe crude wee have taken in hand, wdl 
w wonke outour fafery, and wcomplilhchat which wee intend for the 
«< good of bis ownc Church % when youand your houfe ( for which you 
" axe k> folidtous,with the aegledtoftbehoufeof God, and of aUfriend- 
u ly duecy J (hail finde the '(mart of foch car ekfle in d life rency , andpe- 
“ rifh (as we fear e, and are foxy for it) through f«ch carnal! and world- 
ly wifedome and warinelTe. ■ And fo indeed the event proved mote 
anfwerable to this predi&ion then he wilhed : for the Lords efcaped 
into England (iorthactimd) and Were firfe in their petfons, and within a 
yeereand a halfe, they brought their deflgnes to jpaflfe, ( which were 
sow fruftrate) by Gods biefling upon them c but her forme Robert ,. and 
berfon in law Ltutrmct, Matter of 0ljfhv#ib6ng commanded todepart 
the Conntrey, asthey were failing for France, perilhed at fea, nndnei- 
therthey nor the ihip, nor any that belonged thereto, were ever feme 
againe, yet how it came to patte is uncertain. 

The modi common report is, that being fee upon by the Hollanders, 
and having , defended themfeives valiantly, they flew a principal! man of 
the enemies ; in revenge whereof they faakethe (hip, and all that were in 
her : Others fay, that after they had yeelded themfelves, they were 
hanged upon the maft. A pitifull cafe, hut a notable example. The 
youthes were noble, a<2ave, and of great hope and expet^ation, and fo 
great pitty of their lofle. But it may (hew us how little furetie there 
is in too great aftedting of it •, as on the contrary, how perifls axe a» 
voyded by hazarding and undergoing of peril! . And their cafe is fo 
much the more to bee pietied, and lamented j as that they than- 
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lelves were very unwilling to have foHewcd fodi perverfe wile- 
dome , had they not beene forced to it by their mothers impor- 
tunate. 

The Lords proceeded as they could with their inoendcd'ceurfe. They TheLorJ* 
caufed fet forth a Declaration , (hewing cheir minde and pacpofe , toge- D fd »» tlon » 
ther with the caufes£hereof>the abides in Charchand Common-wealth. 

“ They remonferated what tyranny was exercifed 'by f ames Stuart, under 
colour and pretext of the Kings will and pkafure^ how the Nobilkie, 
and men of all ranUces , were vexed by him * what roif- reports were 
“ made of them to their Prince * what violence ufed agoinft them-, what 
**• evils were prefendy fek, and what more were to be reared and looked 
41 for hereafter to ewwie hereupon : The diffraction of the hearts of the 
“people from their Prince,sttd of the Prince from bis people •, the blaft- 
ing of the greateft hopes of venue that ever was in a young Prince, 

“and of hispietie^nebeiblidnieof true Religion •, by working feare of 
“ the contrarie •, cyrannizingjn government , and foperfidall profeHion 
f* of Religion, yea of reducing Poperie, or (which is worfe ) of irrdigi- 
“onand Atheilme. They cold how dcare their Religion, theirCoun- 
*‘trey, their Prince was to them $ what their owne mace and condition 
“ forced them to •, what the care of ailthefe required of them, out of 
** durie, in regard of their place, being Nobles,and Peeresof the Land, 

“ and Privie Counfetlours by birch 5 how every man , according to his 
place, was bound to lend a helping hand, but chiefly thole of the No- 
“ bilirie,yet not excluding either Barons, Burgefles, or men of whatever 
“ degree, rankc, or qualkie , when the common Ship of the State was 
« in hazard , and in danger of being overwhelmed and perilling , and 
** when there was fiich a fire kindled as would devoureall, if R were not 
** quenched m time. How they, for theirowne part, after long patience, 

“ feeing all things grow worfe, had now at lad (being driven thereto by 
“ nccefity ) cal led to minde what doty yconfcience, God, and the ft scion 
“ wherein God had placed them, did crave of them : which was, to en- 
« deavoor^hat wicked Counfd loans (namely fames Stuart , called Earle 
« of Anan, chiefe Authour of allthemifrhiere)might be removed from 
“about his Majeftie, after fiich a maimer as they could heft dock. And 
“ fince no accede was free, and no man dutft or would undertake to pre- 
u lent their applications to the King, which contained a true information 
V of his owne efface , of the State of the Church and Countrey , toge* 

*' ther with theirs * therefore they had conveened in Arms, not intending 
“ any hurt to theit Prince (whom they ever had honoured , and frill did 
“ honour, and whole welfare was their chiefe end and aime)or to wrong 
« any good fubjcff, but for defence of theirowne perfons, untill they 
* f fhould inform his Majeftie of that which concerned him,and belonged 
“ to them to remonfrrate unco him, either in his owne prefenoe, or by a 
4< public k Proclamation, that fo R might come to his eares, which other- 
u wife thefe wicked Counfetlours did and would hinder him from hear- 
" ing : and that fo it might come to the knowledge of all men, and move 
•“the hearts of fuch as had true, honed, and courageous hearts , to con- 
“ curre with them in that fo honourabk and rtecefrary a worke. Where- 
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•* fore they exhorted all men that they would not , through fearfulnede* 
*' or a vaine opinion of obedience to the pretended command of a Prince 
“ (who then was beft obeyed, when God was obeyed , and wickedneffe 
** puhiftied $ who did then truly reigne, when wicked Councell was re- 
“ moved)withdraw themfelvs by lurking, &abandon the common good, 
“ in hope to provide for their own particular fafety, which was not poffi- 
“ ble for them to doe at any time or in any cafe \ much lefle tinder fuch a 
“ man could there be any lecurity for any good and honeft roan, he being 
“ fo violent, proud, tyrannicall,unjuft,and fuch a profane mocker of Reli- 
“ gion , who would not be tied to, or guided by any law or reafon , but 
“ was carried away by his owne appetite and ambition , and who was 
“ more fit to be the executioner of a blottdy Nert, then a Counfellour to 
“ fuch a juft and Chriftian Prince : farre lefle to be foie Ruler and Com- 
“ mander of the Kingdome under the fhadow of his Majefties authority/ 
“ having fo abufed and polluted his name , who was fo honoured in his 
“ cradle, and admired through the world for his hopefulnefle , and great 
“ expedation of all princely vertues. Whofo truly loued him, ought to 
“ concurre and lend their aid to plucke him out of the jawes of thefe 
“ worfe then wilde beafts,that fo his eftate,kingdome,honour,and per- 
fon (both in foule and body) might be preferved. 

This was the fumme and ftraine of their Declarations and Letters fent 
abroad to move men to joyne with them in this bufinefle , but all was m 
vaine: for defpaire of doing any good at this time had fo poflefled the 
hearts of all men, tliat even the beft affe&ed did choofe to fit ftill,and lie 
quiet. The Earle of Gowries apprehending had fo aftonilhed them, and 
the incertaintie how to conftrue it did fo amaze them , that all his friends 
(who Ihould have made up a great part of their forces ) as Athole and o» 
thers, abfenting themfelves, others fainted and held off. Even Sir George 
Hume of Wedderbume, a man both zealoufly affe&ed to the caufe , and 
.entirely loving the A dors (Marre and Angus ) as being tied to them by 
bloud, alliance, and particular intimatenefie of friendlhip, though he were 
acquainted with their proceedings from time to time, and being prifoner 
in the Caftle of Downe in Monteeth , might eafily have efcaped from 
thence, and come to them to Stirlin,yet did he avoid all medling therein, 
and would neither receive nor fend meffage concerning that matter : yea; 
they themfelves were contented that he mould doe fo in that generall dc- 
fertion, having gained nothing by their Declaration and Remonftrance, 
lave the publiming of their Apologie , which was not neceflary to 
friends (whofe approbation they had already )and wrought nothing upon 
others. For though the King had a copie thereof delivered into his own 
hand (which they greatly defired, that thereby he might know the naked 
truth of things, and be truly informed of the Courtiers carriage and be- 
haviour) yet did it produce no effedfc topurpofe : neither did they make 
any ufe thereof, that was known,either to informe and perfwade the King 
of the things contained therein , or to reforme themfelves. Wherefore 
•now their whole thoughts ranne onely upon this, how to come off, their 
lives fafe,andreferve themfelves to a better and more convenient time: 
Xo incertaine is the event of all humane enterprifes. The Courtiers failed 
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whereof . ( though there were but very few that favoured them or their 
proceeding* jo their heart ) was of fuohforce,that men conveened there- 
upomQhS ofaU quarters. lit was made in the ftrkteffc forme, command* 
ing ail that were abk ia beace Acmes, from fixteene yeares of age to fix- 
tk,toaflTenabk thcmfclves, and to bring with them provifion of vi- 
$uaU:for thirty dayes^ to march whither the King fhould be pleated 
to direct them. Hereupon Franc# Stuart Earle of Bothwell- came 
with bte forces to Edinburgh, where the King was : but he being bro- 
ther-in-law 60 the Earle of Angus, (having married his After) the Cour- 
tiers did not like of his company, and fo he was. commanded to. returns 
homeagaine to bish'oufe. He wasihdecd of the Lords fa&ion , and fo 
were manyothm who obeyed theKings proclaroation,who, if they had 
had hearts aod he*d$iWere enow Of themfdvesto have taken order with 
theCourUer*. Butbelttg dafhtwkhfeare of they knew not what ( if 
they had coafidered aright ) they looked upon one another , and fo 
were forced to guard chafe men Whom they could havewiftied to be 
banged. .1 . 

The T own of Edinburgh were commanded to reach out 500. Muske- 
tk.es. Which they did, and this was the Courtiers greateft ftrength , yet 
confifttng of the vulgar, and f uoh, as had no obligation to. binde their fi- 
delkietO them* and (if they had ken the Nohihtie & Gentry go about to 
tale them m hand) would not havemade great oppafitioq, nor have har 
warded therafelves for the Courtiers fafety, ia ail likelihood. However, 
Coiotiell WiHimStjmt is font With 5.00* men to Fawikirfce , whereupon 
the Lords at Stirling went to a confiscation to fee what were heft for 
them to doe* They had not with them above 300* men , which were 
their* ownep»roper followers *yet being refoitxe, willing, forward, and 
a^ive Gentlemen, it was thought fitteft by fometoaftaile him , and to 
ouoilh his boldnefte and audacitie for caking’ fuch charge upon him., being 
out a mesne Gentleman* to. invade aadcome againft the Nobility. Dif- 
daine, anger, and courage Teemed to approve o£ this retaliation , chat fo 
his mak^ertnefie might he chiftifod aftd dalhed. Neither were it with- 
out good ufe *, for if he were once defeated , the reft would make a halt, 
and not be fo forward: that the firft fucceffe is of great moment, and 
might bring matters to a parley, or fuch as craved audience of the King 
tq get it : that it was no hard matter to doe , he being accompanied by 
fuch as cared nqt for his perfooaU fafety , and had no eye to defend him 
with the hazard of their owne lives efpeciaily,but would be glad to have 
a fafte excufe , and occafion to abandon fuch an one , in fuch a quarrell : 
efpecially if he were invaded in the night- , the darknefle would excufe, 
and tafce away their (tame of flying. It was argued of the other fide,that 
night conflicts were fubjedf to hazard, errour, and miftaking, as well 00 
their owne fide, astbe enemies : and chat it could not be performed with- 
out bloudj and that (perhaps) of the moft innocent, whereas he himfelfe. 
Whom they chiefly aimed at, might efcape : neither would the defeat of 
thefcj few bring fuccefte to the caufe-, the enemies forces remaining whole 
Smburgh, Which would guard and defend them ; befides, 
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by fo doing they fliould be involved in a crime, and made obhoxioui t<J ' 
the lawes , which as yet they were free of : that it were better to fuflfef 
the guiltie to goe unpunifhed for a while , then to fpill the bloud of the 
guiltlette : and feeing they could not thereby accomplifti what they had 
intended, their beft was to retire and withdraw themfelves, with as great 
innocencie andmodeftie as they could, having done hurt to no man. 
This advice prevailed with them, and fo they concluded to march in the 
night feafon coward Fawkirke, but fo foone as they were gone out of the 
towne of Stirling, to take the way that leadeth to Lanericke * the which 
they did accordingly , leaving the Cattle of Stirling in the cuttodie of 
David tiumt of Argatie. 

Being in Lanerick,as they were refrefhing themfelves, and baitingtheir 
horfes,word was brought them that a T roup of horfemen did approach : 
whereupon fearing that it was Colonell Stuart purfuing them, they took 
horfe, and fent Archbald Douglas (c ailed the Conttable , becaufe he had 
beene Conttable of the Cattle of Edinburgh in the Earle oF Mortons 
time , as hath beene {hewed before ) to difeover what they were. Hee 
finding that it was 5 pohnfloun (who had beene fent for to Edinburgh to 
aflift againft the Lords, and was difmift upon their retreat from Stirling) 
went familiarly to him , fearing no harme , Fq much the rather, becaufe 
tfohnftoun and Angus were brothers by their mother. But tfohnftoun ei- 
ther tearing that notice might be given to the Courtiers , and he chal- 
lenged thereof, if he {hould let him goe $ or to get thankes,and (hew hii 
forwardnefle to their fervice, layeshold on him , and carries him imme- 
diately backe to Edinburgh, declaring what way he came info his hands, 
and what way the Lords had taken, delivering alfo i^Archbald their pri- 
soner to be ufed at their pleafure, not looking for fuch cruelty from them 
as he found. For they, partly to feale the juftice of their caufe by blond, 
partly to make the greater alienation betwixt the brothers ( tfofmftoun 
and Angus) that being out of hope of reconciliation , he might be ne- 
ceffitated to cleave to their fide: they thankehim in words for this his 
good office, and hang Archbald. 

The Earle of Angus , and the reft that were with him , being re- 
folvedto goe into England, tooke their way through Tweddale to- 
ward Branxton:. from thence patting through eaft Tiviotdale , they en- 
tred England on that hand. Calfo , where the Earle Bothwell re- 
mained, was notfarre out of their way •, wherefore as they patted by 
it , it being now night , hee came forth to them fecretly , and had con- 
ference with them. Thereafter, as if hee had come to purfue them, 
there was a counterfeit chafe made, and a counterfeited fleeing for the 
fpace of a mile , till they were on Englifli ground. The next day they 
came to Berwicke , where they were received , and remained a certaine 
fpace. 

After their departure , the King went to Stirling with his forces, 
where the Cattle was rendred by the Keepers , who forced the Captain 
to yeeld it abfolutely , without condition of fo much as their lives 
fafe. So hee and three more were executed by the Courtiers fugge- 
ftion. Here alfo the Earle of Gowrie was brought from Kenniel , and 
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fcrtaighed of high Treafon , whereof being condemned by a Jurie, ■ 
hee was beheaded. Neither did the forbearance of his friends to ? p 7 * ,ebe ’ 
joyne with the Lords at Stirlin ( then in England ) procure him any snrilp.*' 
favour ♦ whereas if they had joyned with them, and fo ftrengthened their *584* the 
party, they might have terrified the Enemy , and obtained better conditi- l8,of A f t “* 
Ons for him. Hee was executed the eight and twentieth day of April 
1584. The points whereof he was convided, were the fad at Ruthven § 
and the late encerprife at Stirlin . His fpeech was fhort * hee anfwcreq 
“ to the firft , That he had a remiflion for it : and to the lecond , That 
“ there was no intention there againfl the King : onely they had puipo- 
“ fed to remove thofe wicked men who abufed him , and whofe third o£ 
u bloud hee wilhed that his death might quench. But they cared little 
for his fpeeches , and as little for his alliance , his Councefle being a Stu- 
m of the houfe of Methven, toward whom and her children they fliew-_ 
ed no refped at all , but ufed them with all incompaffionate rigour and 
<rueltie. For fhe coming to intreat for her felf and her children (in the 
time of the Parliament ) and having fallen down upon her knees before 

bcaiUy ufed. 


the King , (hee was troden under foot, and left lying in a found. 


From Stirlin they returned to Edinburgh, and there kept a Parliament p 
the two and twentieth day of May , in which the Earle of Angus arid kbSC^ 
Marre , the late Earle of Gowrie, and the Matter of Glames, with divers the »»•<* 
Barons , and others their affociats were forfeited * the fa# of Ruthven 
condemned, the order of Church-government ( by Presbyteries, Sy- forfeit*^ 
hodes , and Generali Attemblies , which had been received, and publick- 
ly allowed in Scotland , all men (wearing and fubferibing thereto , and 
the oath tranttated into divers languages with great approbation offor- 
raine reformed Churches , and no lmall commendation of the King and 
Countrey) forbidden and prohibited , and termed unlawful! conventi- 
ons. Arid in place thereof the office of Biihops ( condemned by this 
Church as unlawfull, as an invention of mans braine , having no warrant 
of the word of God ) was reared up again and eredea. Aifo Matter Ro- 
bert CMontgomerit (who had been excommunicated for acceptingfuch an 
office ) was now releafed and rettor^d to his place. There was llrait in- 
hibiting all men from (peaking againtt thefe Ads, agairitt the kings pro ; 
ceedtngs, Counfellours,or Courtiers under higheft paines. What ffiall 
the Miniftersdo here i Shall they oppofe'That wereto caft themfelves 
into certain danger , and to expofe themfelves tothecrueltieofcruell, 
men, armed now with acolour of law. Should they keep filencefhear with 
patience that order blafpemed,which they had approven,receiv : ed,fwpm 
to , and the contrary (which they had deterfed,abominated,coTldemned) 
fet up and allowed,to their no (mail difgrace,and fhame of the Country 
yea, to his Majefties discredit in forraine Nation?.? apd fuffcr a doore to 
bee opened to thofe corruptions, which had been kept out of theChurch, 
both in dodrine & manners, by vertue of that order, whidi onelyCin their 

not endure : let all perill be filent , where conifcience and Religion fpeak i 
let no enemy breathe out his threatnings, where the minde is fet on God., 

So it came to paffe here. For while the Ads were in proclaiming at the' 
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Market- CrofTe of Edinburgh , the Paftours of tfcat Towne , Mafof 

3gunflri.e n ^MBCsLowfon , Matter Walter Balcanqued , Matter Robert Pont , taking 
h&i of Par- their Jives in their hands , went boldly and made pubiick Proteftation 
IheMin^ers a 8 a * n ® t ^ iat ofthe ere&ion of Bifhops, as unlaw lull, in many refpe&s, 

e m ’ whereof they took inttrifments. Hereupon they being menaced, to a- 
voide their furie, Matter Walter Bale ah quell flees to Berwick , together 
with Matter j f ames Lowfort: Thither came alfo after them Matter 
Carmichael ( Minifter at Hadinton ) Matter John Daviftn y and William 
vf/>^,Miniftersof che Suburbs of Edinburgh, or fome Churches qeareeo 
it : alfo Matter P atrick Gallon ay , and Matter tfames ejtielvin , with di- 
vers others of the Minifterie. Edinburgh being thus deftitute of Pa- 
ftoiirs , Matter Patrick Adamjen ( Archbifhop of Saint Andrews ) was 
brought to fupply their places , and to maintaine the lawfulnefle of the 
office the feven and twentieth day of May , being Wednefday , which . 
was an ordinary Sermon day , but on which the Courtiers were not or-* 
dinary auditours. But that day they would needs accompany their 
Bifhop , and grace him with the Kings perfonall prefence. Yet the 
people difgvaced him by their abfence •, they difdained to hearc a 
Bifhop, other thanaPaftour , whofe office is not ordained by GOD 
in the Scriptures , and was ejected out of the Church of Scotland 5 
wherefore being grieved to fee this Wolfe in their true Paftours place, 
they go out of" the Church and leave him to preach almoft alone, 

'* Refides the common people , the Kings owne Minifters Matter $pbm 
Craig , and John Brand , alfo J-ohn Herriefe ( with others ) preached 
againttit, and were therefore fummoned to appeare before the Coun- 
cell the five and twentieth day of Auguft 5 where they were reviled 
and rebuked with bitter words , as faweie and prefumptuous fellowes ; 
and being demanded how they durft fpeak againft the Kings Lawes, 

<c they anfwered boldly , that they both durft and would fpeak againft 
<c fuch Lawes as were repugnant to the word of GOD. Hereupon the 
Earle of Arran ftarting up fuddenly upon his feet in a great rage, 
fell a fwearing many an oath , and with a frowning countenance 
faid unto them , <c that they were too proud to fpeak fuch language 
e< to the Councell •, adding, that hee would fhave their heads , pairs 
their nailes , and cut their toes , that they might bee an example to 
“others- Then hee warnes them to compeir before the King 'hisii 
felf at Falkland the foure and twentieth day of September ; where 
they were accufed againe by the Earle of Arran ( then ChanceL- 
lour ) for breaking of the Kings injunctions, in not acknowledging 
‘‘npr obeying his Bifhops. To which they anfwered , thatBHbqps 
c( were no lawfull office of the Church , having never beene inftitu- 
<<r ted by Chrift i and that therefore they would not obey them $ nor 
«< no perfon elfe that would command without warrant of the wopd of 
“GOD •, alluring him that GOD would humble all proud Tyrants 
that did life upthemfelves againft him : as forthem^heir Eves were not 
Altai mocU “ fodeare to them, but that they would bee contented to fpend them ia 
thcMiaifittf ! ic that caufe. Arran arifing from his feat , and fitting down on his kaees> 

“ fayes to them fcoffingly^I know you are the Prophets of God, and 
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€< words muft needs come topaffe 5 behold now you fee me humbled 
** and brought low. W ell, well, ( faith Matter $ohn Craig ) mock on as 
“ you pleale , allure your felfe , GO D fees , and will require it at 
“.your hands , that you thus trouble his Church , unlefle you repent. 
Then they were remitted to the fifteenth day of November , and in 
the' mean time Matter $ohn Craig was difeharged to preach. About 
this time ( in November ) Matter tfames Lowfon died at London, meek- 
ly andfweetlyas he had lived. Edinburgh had been all this while 
dettitute of Paftours , and did want preaching at fometimes for the 
fpace of three weeks. This was very odious amongft the people, 
and now ( Matter $ohn Craig being ttlenced ) they were like to 
want oftner than they had done: toremediethis,the Archbifhop of 
Saint Andrews was ordained, to preach to them , and the Towne- 
Councell ordained to receive him as their ordinary Paftour. The 
Councell obeyed , but the people would not heare him , and when 
they law him come up to the Pulpit , they arofe , and went forth at the 
Church doores. 

The Minitters every where perfifted to oppofe that office , arid by 
common content appointed a Faft to be kept the foure and twentieth 
day of O (Sober , whereof they publickly and advowedly gave out 
thefe to be the caufes: “ Firft , toftay the creeping in of Wolves 
“ ( meaning Bifhops : ) Secondly , that GOD might fend truePa- 
“ flours : Thirdly, that he would repair the breaches and decayings of 
w the Church ( which had been fometime the Lanteme of the world : ) 
“ Fourthly, that he might remove the caufcs of this decay( tyranny, and 
“ the flatterie of Courtiers. ) This was plainer language than plea- 
sant , they behooved to be wifely dealt with. There are two wayes 
to deal and work upon men : by fear and by hope : by terrifying and 
“ flattering * they ufed both thele toward them. Wee heard how the 
“ fixteentn day of November was appointed for their compearance: 
“ many therefore were warned againft that day from divers parts. 
•‘ When they were conveened, they were pretted to allow of the A< 5 t 
“ concerning Bifhops and in token of their approbation thereof, to pro- 
•• mile and fuberibe obedience to their Ordinary. To move them here- 
to, they partly flattered , and partly threatned them 5, faying , That 
•‘all was well meant, and no hurt intended to Religion : Who was 
- *• fo well affedled to it as the King < Who fo learned among Princes i 
•‘Who fo fincere i That he would refpedt and reward the worthy 
•‘and obedient : And by the contrary, no Stipend fhould be payed to 
“him that refufed*, but hee fhould be deprived, imprifbned , banifh- 
“ ed. When all this could not prevaile, they devife how to temper and 
“qualifie their promife of obedience , which was conceived in thefe 
“words-, You fhall acknowledge and obey Bifhops, according to the 
“ word of God.This feeming a reftri&ion and limitation ( as if the mean- 
ing had been that they fhould allow of > and obey Bifhops as far as the 
word of God allowed, and ordained them to be obeyed ) many took it 
for good Coyne , and were fo perfwaded qfit, thatfomefaid inplaine 
terms ,Bring a Cart full of fuch papers , and we will fubferibe them all. 
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For to obey fuch a Biihop in fuch a fort ( according to the word of 
GOD, that is, fo far as the word of God commands to obey him) is 
not to obey him at all : lor the word of G O D commands not any 
obedience at all to fuch a Biihop : neither doth it ordain , acknowledge, 
or once name fuch a Biihop. Thus either truly deceived , or deceiving 

themfelvcs , that they might redeeme their eafe by yeelding , and cover 
their yeelding with an equivocation , they found that it was all in vainc ; 
for they were not admitted nor permitted to expound it in that fort 
( whatfoever their meaning was ) but were forced to accept of the expo- 
fit ion which the Court and the Bilhops did put upon it : who underftood 
that phrafe ( according to the word of God) not as a limitation but affir- 
matively , wherein it was acknowledged that the word of God did com- 
mand obedience tothem •, and therefore they promifed obedience accor- 
ding to that command. Not withftanding of all this, divers ftood out,and 
would no wayes be moved , neither by threatnings nor by promifes to 
give the leaft Ihew of approbation diredly or indiredly , by equivoca- 
tion , or any other forme whatfoever ; but fpake plainly againft them, 
and prayed publickly for the banilhed brethren. Of thefe Mailer Nicho- 
las Dagleijh was one-, who thereupon was accufed as too bold to pray for 
the Kings Rebels. Heanlwered.ffo/ they were no Rebels, but true Subjects, 
who had fled from tyranny , and fuch as fought their lives by commanding 
them to doe againfi their confctence. Hee was empannclled , put to his 
triallby anaflife, and wascleanfed , in defpite and maugre the Court; 
fo farre there remained confcience in men. But the Courtiers will not 
let him elcape thus dry-lhod 5 they labour to finde a hole in his 
Coat another way : they fearch ana finde that a Letter had come 
from Mailer Walter Balcanqtied to his wife , which becaufe Ihee could 
not well read the hand , Ihee had given him to read to her , and 
he had read it. Hereupon he is again put to an alfife : and they, not 
daring to cleanfehim , yet would' they not finde him guilty, but de- 
fired him to come into the Kings will. Hee was contented to fub- 
mit himfelf to the Kings pleafure ( for fo much as concerned the reading 
of the Letter ) and fo was lent to the Tolbooth , where hee' remained 
three weeks, and was from thence fent to Saint Andrews. 

And thus went Church-matters ; In the civill government there 
was none now but the Earle of Arran , he lacked the name of King. ; But* 
hee ruled as abfolutely , and commanded more imperioufly than any* 
King , under the lhadow of the Kings authority , and the pretext 
that all that he did was for the Kings good and fafety. Hee had 
gotten before the keeping of the Caftle of Stirlin he behooved al- 
fo to have the CalHe of Edinburgh in his power. ^Alexander Ere-' 
skin ( Uncle to the Earle of Marre ) was Captain of it , hee mult 
needs favour his Nephew and his Fadlion : wherefore k was taken' 
from him , and given to Arran , who was alfo made Proveft of the' 
Towne. Hee was Qhancellour of Scotland , and having put out 
Pitcairne , Abbot of Dumfermling , hee made Mailer fohn UH eteU 
lane Secretary. Hee did whatfoever hee pleafed ; if there were no 
Law for it , it was all one , hee caufed make a Law to ferve his ends. 

It 


Digitized by 


Google 


r 


and ninth Earle of <iA ngus. 




fit was obferved, that his Ladyfaid to one who alledged there was 
mo law for doing of what fliee defired to have done * It is no mat- 
ter (faid fhee) me Jhall caufe make art i^ict of Parliament for it. If 
any man refufed to do or grant any thing hee craved , they were 
fure to bee totted and vexed for it* even the chief of* the Nobility. 

Athole , Caffils , and the Lord Hdrfie were committed : Athole, be- 
caufe hee would not divorce from his wife , and entaile his eftate 
to him : the Earle, or Matter of Caflils , becalife hee would not give 
him a great fumme of Money, under the name of a Loane : the 
Lord Hame> bdeaufe hi would not give him his portion of Dirleton. 

Alfo the Lord ^Maxwell ( then Earle of Morton ) was quarrelled, 
becaufe hee would not excambe his Baronie of Pooke, and Maxwell 
( his old inheritance ) fora parcell.of the Lord Hamilton! Lands , which 
were now his by forfeiture.Many Lands had hee taken from many , but 
was never fatisfied , ever fecking to adde pofleffion to pottettion, 
which was not impertinently remonftrated to him by tfohn Barton Gold- 
fmith,a wittie and free-fpoken man. Hee had directed this Barton 
to make him a Seale , and to carve on it his Coat of Armes duely 
quartered accordingto his Lands and Honours. This he did pretty well 
to his contentment, but he left one quarter thereof blank and void. 

Hereof when the Earle asked the reaion , he anfwered , That there 
maybe room for the Lands your Lordfhip Jhall purchafe hereafter. Hee 
took for his Motto, Sicfuit,ef^&erit\ meaning that it was an ordi- 
nary thing in all ages for meane men to rife to great fortunes 5 and that 
therefore it ought not either to bee Wondred at , Or to be envied. And 
it is true , if the meane had been vertue and not wickednefle , which 
ever was, is , and will be both envied and hated , as it deferveth. t 

His ambition was fuch (amongft other examples thereof) that Queen 
‘Elizabeth mutt needs bee God- mother to his daughter , whofe Am- 
baffadour was prefent at the Ghrifteningv His crufekic ( though con- 
fpicuous mahy wttyes ) did appttft ^ngntariy in the caufing execute 
Matter Cunninghame of tfruton&tfhffli^and Matter Douglas ofMaines, 
his fonne-in-law.This Cunninghame vrxi an ancient GentLeman,and of an . 

old houfe , who (himfelf in perfori ) had beene a follower of the Earle Drumme- 
of Lennox ( the Kings Grandfather ) and had done him good fervice whafle «c- 
ivhen he took in the Cattle of Dumbartan , and Douglas of Maines cutcd * 
was efteemed to bee one of the prbpereft men in the Kingdome, 
and was a youth of good expectation : yet both of them were hanged 
at the Market Crofle of Edinburgh. The pretext was a forged con- 
fpiracie to have taken the King on a certain day at hunting , and 
to have carried him into England. Their accufer was Robert Ha- 
milton of Infhemachon , who was ( as hee faid ) himfelf upon the 
plot, or at feaft (as hee faid) had been defiled to bee of it by Matter 
Edmifion of Duntreath. Edmijlon being apprehended , related 5 Hovr thej 
had plotted to bring in the exiled Lords ori horfes ( forfooth ) which 
had * their eases , their mayncs , and their tails cut\ themfelves being dif- 
gutfedfdfC. A tale which was fo unhanfdfome, toyilh, and ridiculous, 
that noihattdidbeleeve it, but efteemedifa foolifh fable* yotdid they 
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make ufe of it, to pra&ifo their crueltie upon fuch as they feared , and to 
make themfclves a terrour to all men. 

To returne to the Earle of Angus , he and his aflbeiats were removed 
from Berwick to New-caftle , in May. So it feemed good to the 
Angus at State ofEngland (feeing no appearance of their haftie reftoring to 
Newattic. own Countrey ) to fecure the Court of Scotland , by taking 
that thorn out of their foot, which was too near , and too pricking 
at Berwick. Befides, thefo banifhed Lords were not greatly liked of 
by the Lord Hunfden , then Governour of Berwick : for hee en- 
tertained correfpondencie with the contrary Faction 5 either out of 
his own inclination, or being dire&ed fo to do for reafons of State, Or 
for both 5 hee fo inclining , and the State of England making ufe 
of that his inclination, that by him they might unaerftand and make 
ufe of the myfteries of the Court of Scotland , and fuch as guided it. 
But our Courtiers being rid of the fear of the Lords fo near neigh- 
bourhood, did the freehervent themfelves , and dife over their wayes, 
and by difeovering , bewray their wickedneffe , and difgrace them- 
felves. 

As they went to New-caftle, they vifited by the way , Lord fohn 
■ Hamilton,and Claud of Paflay ( his brother ) at Widdrington, the place 
of their abode. There had been fome variance betwixt them, but now 
being all involved in the fame cafeofbanifhment, it wastonopurpofe 
to entertain and keep in the fparkle of difeord , and therefore they were 
reconciled. 

Being come to New-caftle, they ftayed there a while , not fo much 
to enterprife any thing from thence upon any ground they had laid al- 
An s hi*' ready, as to wait for any occafion that fhould be offered. Here did the 
kiniUrcjre aiuI Earle of Angus his kinaeneffe and bountifull difpofition toward all men 
bountie. plainly fhew it felf. For hearing that the Minifters were come to Ber-. 
wick, hee caufed a Letter to bee written , and fent to them , from them 
all in common - 7 and hee himfelfe wrote particularly to them befides, 
and caufed the reft of the Nobilitie to write alfo their private Letters, 
wherein many arguments were ufed to perfwade them to come to 
them. Efpecially hee wrote very eameftly to Matter fames Loro- 
(on, and Mafter (fames Carmichael, not negle&ing any of the reft, fit- 
ting his argument according to his acquaintance and relation, and ac- 
cording to the perfons of the men •, pretending fome fuch caufe and ne- 
ceffitie of their coming , as hee thought would bee moft effectual 1 
to move them % but the true caufe which moved him to fend for 
them , was , becaufe hee thought they all flood in need of fupply 
in neceftaries. Befides, hee caufed one that was with him , whom hee 
knew to bee very intimate with Mafter fames Lorofon , to write to him 
for the fame effeft* and to tell him , that hee longed to fee him: and 
when Mafter fames excufed himfelfe, alledging that hee behooved 
to ftay at Berwick, becaufe hee expe&ed fome things from Scotland, 
hee would not accept of his excufo, nor of the interpretation there- 
of, (that hee meant of Books that were to bee font to him ) but cau- 
fed returne himanfwer , that hee took it ill that hee fhould think to 
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lack any thing where hee was. Wherefore hee entreated him cq 
make hafte to come to him ^ by doing of which , hee fhpuld d.Q 
him a lingular pleasure. Hee dealt even fo with others alto , and 
fought pretences to put curtefies upon them :J>avtd Mmkip Abbot of 
Drieburgb, being an exceeding honeft, modeft , and thamefatl man, 
and who had ever been readier to give , than to take from any, and 
Angus fearing that Hee would not ( out of his baflifulnefle ) take 
any curtefie dire&ly from him , found out this way to fatten it 
upon him. Hee pretended that hee had fame Tithes of Lands in 
Tweddale, which belonged to his Abbacie of Drieburgh, for which 
hee did owe him fome arrearage duties and meales , which hee 
would needes pay him, and under that colour gave' him what he lifted 
to rake, with out acquittance. 

The Minifters were for a long time wholly maintained by him, and 
he extended his liberalise, noconely to fupply their neccfluies , but 
even to furnilh them with what Bookes they deltred to buy. And 
indeed there was no man that wanted in that company , who did 
aoctafte of his bountie. At laft when all was gone.C for it could 
not laft alwayes ) hee faid to one with whom hee was pleafed to 
V bee familiar , with- a chearfull countenance *, Now it is gone, and 
<( fare it well, I never looked .that it fliould have done fo much 
<« good. Meaning , that being acquired by more rigorous esa&ing 
than either hee himfelfe could allow of or the cqmmon people 
took well, by the Baric of Morton in his • Regencic ( for this was 
his treafure , at leaft that part of it which came to his hands ) hee 
doubted whether it fhould have had fuch a bleffing as to have done 
fo much good to fo many honeft men* Neither was this lavilh- 
nelfe in him, or fuperduou6 wafte fo to beftow it , in regard that 
their Englilh allowance was fpare enough and oftentimes very 
flowly furnifhed unco them t So that having, occafion. to ufe md? 
neyes, and not knowing from whom to borrow any, hee was forced 
to employ one of his followers to borrow bom Mafter rfhbdd 
Douglas ■ on his owne credit ( for my Lord himfelfe would not bf 
beholding to him , nor ufc him (o familiarly ) two hundred pounds 
Sterling, which hee lent very couiteoufly upon , the Cattlemans oWne 
Bond, knowing well enough that it was for my Lords ufe. This was re? 
payed to him when their allowance came in. * ... 

While they remained at New-caftle, Mafter $obn CalviH was fenc to Mailer , 

attend at Court about their affaires, partly hediufe of his acquaintance ^conrTof 
there with Secretary Wdfmgbame and others^ partly by the advice of England; 
the Mafter of Glanjes, whofc opinion and recommendation the re ft. did 
much refpeft. He fed them with hopes * and upon ctccafion of the pee* 
paring and rigging forth the Queeries Navie, hee did infinuare by his 
Letters , as if there had been fome intention to have fenc it into Scott 
land for thek behoof, which fome did beleeve. But they could not 
perl wade the Carle of Angus of it, heefteemed it hut a dream, ask was 
indeed no other. When that hope was vanilhed , and there was no’ 
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appearince of tiny thing to be done of a fudden, one (whom hfc was plea- 
fed to ufe familiarly ) feeing no great ufe of his remaining there , told 
him, that he had a defire to go to London,being loath to (pend that time 
idlely, that there he might the better advance his private ftudies and ex- 
ercifes,as in a place more fit for bettering himfelfe. therein* Hee moft wif* 
lingly and lovingly confented to the motion, not onely to fatisfie his de- 
fire herein, but hiving a referved intention to imploy him in their com- 
mon bufinefle ias occafion fhould fcrve, or it lead in his own particular 
to his particular friends^which purpofe he concealed then, but fhewed it 
afterward* Hee had almoft over difliked Mafter John Colvill , and did 
“ many times in private com pi aine, That hee could not finde that fin- 
“ ceritiein him which hee wifhed, and which ( he faid ) was fcldomc 
“to bee found in anyfbch as hee was, who had left the F undiion of 
“ the Miniderie, to follow the Court and worldly bufinefle. And for 
“ him in particular , he faid, hee was abufie man , thrufting himfelfe, 
“into all affairs* and who fought onely his particular ends in doing of 
“ publick bufinefle, without finceritie or uprightnefTe 5 which ( layes 
‘‘•hee ) when it is wanting, I know not what goodndle can bee in him 5 
“andifitbeenotto bee found in the world ( as they fay it is not ) I 
“ know not what can bee in the world but miferie. For mine own part, 
* c my heart cannot like of fuch an one, nor of fuch dealing. It is true, 
“ hee hath traffiqucd with the Statef-men of England, and others think 
“fit to ufe him, neither will I conteft with them about it, but truly I 
“have no delight in fuch men. But this was after at Norwich. For 
that time hee faid no more , but defired him to write often to him, 
both concerning bufinefle as hee could learn , and other things , as hee 
fhould alfo write to him upon occafion. This was performed on both 
fide* , • after fuch a [private and fecret way , as they agreed upon be- 
fore their parting. For howfoever there was nothing pafled betwixt 
them, but what might have endured the cenfure of any man , yet 
was it not fit that every man ( into whofe hands their Letters 
might have falne) fhould know all that was written familiarly be- 
twixt them , though the matter were never fo good , fincere , and 
unblameable * in regard that many are incapable of things , many 
not able to difetme or judge of them , many contemners and mock- 
ers, many of a different ,* and fome of a contrary minde and judge- 
ment. If thefe Letters were extant , there were nothing more fit to 
fhew the Lineaments of his minde and moft inward thoughts, and to 
reprefent to the life his true difpofition, without all mask ofdiflimulati- 
on ( from which he was ever fiee J or fhado w of ceremonious referved- 
nefle, which even the beft men ( for fome one refpeft or other ) are 
forced to draw over their inclinations , and wrap up, and obfeure their 
meaning in it at fome times,efpccially in publick. Befides , they would 
olfo conduce to deare fome hiftoricall points more fully, which neither 
can ones memory ftrvc to do, nor can any other ( now alive ) fupply 
fo certainly and unfufpe&edly. Now wee can but grieve for this 
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To fupply which defedt ( To farre as they can doe it) wee 'will fet 
downe one or two of thofe that were written to him , which be- 
ing anfwers to his ( and containing fo much of them , as^that the 
fumme and fubftance of them may bee gathered from thence ) 
will bcare witnefle of his Noble , ana Honourable difpofi- 
tion. 

The firft was written in Odtober (one thousand five hundreth eightie 
and foure ) the firft ycare of his banifhment to Newcaftle, where hee 
ftill remained as then. 


Pleafe your LorJfkty 

* • 

<c T Received your letter dated in September. Mafter tyJones hath prO- Aiett* faa 
c ‘ X mifedtofeekeoutthofebookes of which your Lordfhip wrote to London » 
“him^ and is in good hope to come byfomeof them, though it bee 
“ harder to finde them olitthen it was hot long agde. Other things I 
“ hope your Lordfhip is advertifed of at length , by Mafter ifoha 
“ ColviH. 

What bookes thefe Were, and what Mafter $ amts this was is quire 
Forgotten, favethat it would feeme to have beene Mafter -pomes Car - 
*n ichael, whom hee im ployed in things of this kindc for moft part. 

But this being onely for (how ( that the paper might not ieeme 
blanke, if it had fallen into fuch hands as would have opened the 
letter ) the maine bufinefle was written in fuch darkc and unperceive- 
able mmner, that none could reade it, but fuch as Were acquainted 
with the wayes thereof. And thus it was t ' 

J 

t{ I have read yotir Lordfhips letter, 4rtd aitt Very glad that my opi* 
cC niondidfo jump with your" Lordfhip concerning that point, where- 
« of you Wrote that you have not beehe forgetful!, and that you minde 
“to hold your ground as nCare as can bee, from which you thinke 
‘‘that other matter to bee fo farre different, and fo contrary to all rea- 
son, that no man (as you beleeve) will propound it to youdired-* 

“ ly. That which made mee feare that it Would bee propounded ( be- 
“ tides the fpeeches founding that way ) was the end of your Lord- 
“ fhips letter ( written before ) wherein you make mention, that fome 
“thought it neceffary for Vour caufe, that yee fhould enter with them 
into fomfc ftrait.and indiflolvable bond. This I tooke to beea mean 
“ to trie your Lordfhips minde : Firft , in that generall * that after- 
“ ward they might come to the particular, Which would 'bee, that 
“ the beft way to make it ftrait and indiffolvable •, were to have it 
“ of yourLordfhips hand-writing.For as concerning the lawfulnes there- 
** of.it did feem to fome unlawfully I wrote to your Lordfhip at greater 
‘‘length) and I had heard alfo generally that there was fome temple 
“ made by your Lordfhip to enter into bond with them. And becaufe 
* e (if I be well remembred ) before yo?r comming from Scotland* you 
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<£ were refilved to receive them into the focietie of that common adi- 


** on, and to compofe any particular of your owne which you bad a- 
“gamfttheixit I did the rather thinke that fome new occafion had oo 
“ curred , which had made you nice and difficult to k now. And if I 
tf have failed in my conjcdurc of the caufe, it is no wonder that (not 
u having knowledge of the particular circumftances whereof you now 
“ write) I lighted upon that which feemed to me would breed greaceft 
££ difficultiein this.Ifit be not fo,I am contented to be deceived, & could 
“ wifh that every mans minde that (hall have hand in that a&ion , were 
<c as upright as your Lordfhips,then we might hope that it would profper 
“ fo much the better. 


££ However, I cannot omit to put your Lordfhip in minde of this ge- 
<£ nerall caveat , to take heed, and have a care, that whatever bond be 
< £ made , it may bee perfpicuous , deare , plaine , and as particular as 
« £ may bee : for the more particular it be, it is the better for your Lord* 
fhip , who meaneth uprightly , and for all others that have the fame 
*< meaning , and who doe defire that their upright dealing ma y be evi- 
dent unto all men. It will alio ( being Tuch ) bee lefle obnoxious 
«‘ond fubjedtothc calumnies and Unifier interpretation of the adver- 
fary and enemies, who may feeke to traduce yonr Lordfhip, and make 
«< you odious thereby. It will likcwife bee freeft, and not Iyable to the 
“ finifter glofle, and wrong interpretations of thofe , who fhall bee 
tf bound by it, if they fhould ( perhaps ) hereafter feeke any evafion 
or fubterfuge to fruftrate it, and make it void through thegeneraU- 
*‘ty or ambiguirie thereof. And by the contrary, where a bond if 
«< couched in obfcure^gqierall, and doubtfull words, it is both more ea- 
* £ fie for them* who lift to deale after that fort, to dude it by fome 
< £ wrefled conftrudion •, as alfo for fuch as would calumniate your 
l£ Lordfhips intention, to finde greater colour to doe it. Concerning 
“ which putpofe, I remember a diftiodion which the Earle of Cowry 
<£ made, upon occafion of the bond which your Lordfhip remembers 
<r was pretested to. him to have figned it .* It is ( faid hee ) very good, 
<* and well penned, hut it is too proUxe to be a Bond, and too fhortxo 
* £ bec a Proclamation* or Declaration : for a Bond (’laid hee) ought 
♦‘ to bee fhort , and generall j but a Proclamation or Declaration, 
would contain the particulars. I was then, and Bill am of a contra* 
< £ ry minde: for I thinke a Bond fhould bee deare, andfpeciall, and 
« contain the caufes of their binding $ and that a Manifefbo or De- 
“ claracicm fhould bee conformable to it, and the very fame in fub* 
“fiance and effed, having the feUefamereafonsand narration 5 onely 
“ it ought to bee ampUfiea with admonitions and exhortations, which 
“ are not proper nor pertinent for a Bond. Ai\d I beleevc no mao 
“ can fhew mee what inconvenience can follow upon the prolixicie of 
“ a Bond) unlefTe it bee thegreater pains of the Writer * which is re* 
M compenfed with this great advantage , that being drawne up at 
c£ large , it needeth no ocher Expofitour , or Pleader for it , but 
** doth expound and jufttfie it felfe . And your Lordfhip know* 
*< eth what great ncceffitie an^neede there is of this circumfpedi* 
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K on in this cafe , that the very bariditfelfe be an expofition and jufti- 
“ fixation of it felfe , into whofe hands foever it (hall happen to come. 
“ For its owne interpretation of it (elfe cannot be rejc&ed , when no 
fC other will be admitted to expound it. For this purpofe let them that 
“ pleafe reade and confider the Memorials of France , of the Low- 
“Countreyes, and of Germany in the beginning of their Reforma- 
c * tion: they (hail fee that the tenour of allthefe bands, containes am- 
“ pie declarations of the caules wherefore,and the reafons moving them 
“ to joyne thcmfelves together in thatkindeof aftociation, as alfo for 
w what end they did it , fo that no Declaration can bee more large. 
“ But I did declare my opinion to your Lordlhip in the like matter long 
“ agoe •, and I doubt not, but, if it (hall pleafe your Lordlhip to weigh 
“ and confider it , you (hall eafily finde how neceflary it is ( for many 
**re(be£fs) that into whatsoever band you enter , it be deareand parti- 
cular. 

“ Whereas it pleafes your Lord (hip to write , that if you can finde a 
Ct fit occafion ( whereof you alfo have fome hope ) you will cau(e em- 
ploy me here, and withallyouadde ( That none (hould refufe to fur- 
ther the bufinefie all they can) lam not fo ignorant, or forgetfull 
u of my duty , as either dire&ly or indire&ly to refufe that fervice, 
“ or any other your Lordlhip (hall be pleafed to command mee. But 
“ I (ee there are divers others who feeme to be fo diligent , that my 
“ paines will not be very needfull , as I doubt not but your Lordihip 
** knowcs fufficiently. When it pleafes them at any time, in halfe words, 
«* and darke fpeeches ( like parables) obfcurely to fignifie ought to me 
“of the State of bufinelfe, they appeare and feeme to mee fo deepe 
“and profound myfteries , as I can no wayes underftand or know 1 
“ what to make of them. Wherefore I am very well contented that 
<c I am free of them , and to be a beholder of all , leaving the mana- 
ging thereof to thole who know thele obfcure grounds better, 
“ and like better of them , then ( it may bee ) I (hould doe, in regard 
“of their deepnefle. I had rather employ my time upon other thoughts 
^farre more pleafing to mee ( where dutie rightly confidered calls 
“mee not from them ) then bufinefle of that nature. They are not 
defirOus of any companion or copartner in their travels , nor am 
“I defirous to encroach upon their labours , or the labours of a- 
M ny man > or to bereave him of the fruit of his paines and indu- 
<c ftry, by intruding my felfe thereupon , and to bee a (harer with 
“ him in the good fucceffe of his endeavours , if they (hall hap- 
“ pen to bee fucceflefull. And as little am I willing ( if there be 
“ no appearance of the profpering of it ) to take the worke out of 
c< their hands , which is ( perhaps ) marred already 5 or to enter in 
“ at the broad fide , upon grounds already laid by them with this 
“ State , wherewith I have not beene ( as yet ) fo throughly 
“ acquainted as were needfull for one to pro(ecute their worke 
4t dexteroully , and to purpofe. However , I doe not fpeake 
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rarden you (hall bee pleafed to lay upon mee , and I am abl* 
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<c to undergoe f whatever itbe) buconely to tell ray minde freely, that I 
“ bad rather (if it were in tny choice ) your Lordfhip would employ mo 
*} inany particular of your owne , which might give me occafion to, vi- 
“ lit matter Secretary (for your Lordlhip knows how ill I can trouble any 
* ‘man without an errand ) and if upon char occafion he fhould happen to 
€i fpeake of the publicke bufineffc, I fhould manage the opportunity the 
“beftl could. However, my dutiful! fervice ever remem bred to yoyc- 
“ Lordfhip in what I can,in this mind and difpoficion(which your Lord* 
“fhip knows )and leaving you and all to be rightly managed by thatGodv 
“ who certainly can , and afliiredly will manage all things, rightly , in 
“ whom I rejoyce alwayes to fee your Lordfhip fo depend , I reft ii» 
‘‘himj&c. 

The other Letter(the onejy extant of many) was written long after fronv 
London alfo,but to Norwich,whither he was then come from New- 
, cattle. It is dated the 20. of March following, in the year? 15 84, 

Another Let- Pleafe yeur Lordfhip, ; . 

t;r from the <* OInce the writing or my other, the Earle of Lancafter hath beerae- 
“ O(moft part) from Court at hisowne houff, OnSaturday hee re- 
s “turned , and I attended all that day , and the next day ( till * a. of tbe> 
** docks) but in vaine. At latt , when he caraexo WeftrainfteB, I gpr 
<c , fpeech of him withgfeat difficulty in the Councell chamber , by the 
“ meanes of one matter Baptift ( one of his chiefs Gentfumen) who* 
“ profefleth to love your Lordfhip entirely. I delivered your Lordfhips 
€t Letter to him , and declared the credit: it was courteoufty received* 
‘‘with mapy loving words concerning your Lordfhip.: That in that, 
anfl dl other things , be would doe for your Lordfhip. what lay in his 

• “ power : that his affettion co your Lordfhip was no whit. changed , but 
“ remained the fame that it was of old, and that it fhould appear© he was - 
“no lefTe carefull of youthen he had beene before. I went after that to 
“ Sir Philip Sidney, who fo foone as he faw me, (of his owne accord, be- 
fore I fpake to, him) told me , That he had not beene unmindful} of- 
“your Lordfhips bufinefle •, that he had fpokenof it to Leicefter.and the j 
“ Secretafre, and that be would not forget it, but doe in it all that could * 
“ be done. I wrote to yoyr Lordfhip before , what cold, hopes l had to% 
<c fpeed herein , and the caufe thereof, Now l.am put in better, hope by 
“ divers : That your Lordfhip fhall he licenfed to come up , and. that the 

* “ AmbafTadour will ir^fitt agamtt you , concerning which matter I. fhall 
“fhewyouf Lordfhip farther ( God willing) at meeting. He is gone, 
“this day to Court upon, occafipn of Letters which bee received- on • 
“Saturday at night: what they heare I have hot yet learned. One-' 
“ ly I heare no word of any akefation or ftirriqg ip Scotland , its 
“it was reported , fave that in the generall there is ah universal! 

“ feare ana envie at Court amongft themfelves , and in the Coun- 
“ trey every where,, of every man againft.his neighbour. How- 
“ ever it bee,. if I bee not miftakerj ,■ this motion ( qf your Lord-' 
‘Sfhips comming up hither ) is. occafioned by thefe .laft Letters.; 
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c f and yet h is feid evenly fotrte ©f their favourer^ ebaMliey ihinkQ 
u verily, that your Lordfliip hath, great wrong done unto you • which 
* c fpeecbes argue hut (mail hope. to prove, yeas or to colour their pre* 
tended accuja,tions 9 end that they diffide and dirtruft* that they (half 
be. able to doe it# And moftroen thinke, chat if there bee nothing 
<c wrung out of by Home one means or other (as there is no 

“ cau.feto doubt of the Gentlemans bonefty and conftancy ) they will 
“ have no fubcerfuge for their falfe allegations, which hand; needs tend to 
<f your Lordfhips good and honour, clearing your mndcency, andc#n- 
** futing the calumnies of your enemies. I received a letter, byiyfaften 
<c ^afnes CMclvine^ and Mafter Walter BtlcApqwl, (who arrived hereon 
“ friday laft ) declaring the couragious and conftanc death of lM tines, 
“ who gave teftimony of your Lordfliips iaoocency and loyal! affection 
« to his Majeftie, by his 1 -aft words. There was no other new matter 
•*' of importance in, it;, being dated the 18, of February, not long after 
v your Lordfliips coming from Newcaftle. But I (ball have no more 
<c intelligence that way * for the Autbour is forced to flee hither, having 
tl been fearched for, and efcaped, narrowly#. Hee was delated by the con- 
«* feflion of William ^afray( my brother Wcdierburnes fervant)who being 
* f booted, confefled he bad delivered him a letter from me. It is done by 
V Mtn^erjlon,to make it refletft upon m.y bnothervand he (to recriminate) 
«i‘ hath accufed his fon George-, and it is thought he whlbs^bfe tp proven; 

by George Hume of Cramoicrook • fahn §ohiffim *s aJfoifte&SiW great 
v fummes of money offered for him : i this- other letter will (hew what 
«* comfort I may expe& from Scotland *Qt lae* who is now in the fame 
cafe. There is fore word from France, that the P«ko of Guife is in 
the fields with an Army of 30000. or 40000. men : fpme fay againft 
“ the King * mahieft, againft Navarre, or Geneva. So ceafing to trou- 
tt bleyourLordfl?ip, I reft,&c, .1 




with the right and loyaH d»fp<wion of thogarfe of Angus, whatever 
bath been let' abroebe or intended by any other : as it is clear there have 
been Come other motions made to him, which has heart could not ing 
oline to, nor his minde difpenfe with. For certainly, this feare could no$ 
arife without fomegreat occafion * and what h hath been* or whether it 
did tend, as alfowho are likelieft to have been Authoursofit, though it 
may be conjedured in fomefort probably, yet I will leave it to every 
mans eonfideration of the circuntftances and perfons, who were upon 
this courfe of joyning together.: For my tasjte being at this time to draw, 
(though with a rude hand) as I can, the true draughts of this Noblemans 
minde, whom I have now in hand •• I could not omit this piece, where-, 
by (though there were no more to bee found of him) this gene ( rall may 
appeare, that duetie, juftice, and venue, were the men of his coupfell, 
and theiquare by which hee ruled all his aftions, from yfhfeh, no extre L ( 
mity or hard eftate, could ever divert hi n or drive him a wa Y *, but; to 
touch upon any other iuan, or glance at any thing which* might rubbq 3 
blot upon any, is befldes my purpofe, and no wayes incumbent to mee, 
But to retume, it fell out with them according to this feft letter; for as 
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they were removed from Berwick to Newcaftle, tofecurethe Scottish 
Court 5 fo Newcaftle being not fo farte from Edinburgh, but that with- 
in twentie foure houres (or little more) they could have been there upon 
a neceflary occafion,the Courtiers were put in feare by others , or feigned 
and imagined feares to themfelves, fortaking away of this (fuggefted, or 
apprehended ) feare, as they had been removed from Newcaftle to Nor- 
The Lord* w ich * fo no w they are brought from thence to London,as was pretend- 
broHaht°to* ed, to anfwer to the Embaflaaours accufation , but indeed, to ad vife with 
London. j, j m 0 f c h e way, how they might be reftored to their Countrey, and the- 

Countrey rid of Arran, who was now become odious both to Court and 
Countrcy. It is a true faying, T hat there is no fociety amongft Pirats 
without Juftice : for if the Arch-Pirate take all to himfelfe, or ifhee di- 
vide not the prey equally, the reft will kill or forfake him. The Earle of 
Arran knew not this rule,or regarded it not:for in parting of the fpoile of 
thefe Noblemen, their lands, their goods, honours, government, and 
places of Command, hee dealt them unequally-, drawing moft to him- 
felfe, and in Councell and guiding of the State, he was the onely figure 
( or number) and the reft were but ciphers and inftruments to execute 
his decrees. 

Wotting a- There were then at Court (of greateft note) the Matter of Gray,a near 

gainft Arran, Kinfman to the late Earle of Go wry, and of the ancient Nobilitie, who 
did hate and difdain Arran, for that he had beene Authour of the death 
of his deare friend, feized on his lands, and did prefumptuoufly take up- 
on him to govern the whole r Countrey alone, being but newly raifed to 
bee noble. There was alfo Sir Lewis BaJIandine ( ofkinnelikewife to 
Gowry) an ancient dependcr on the houfe of Angus: and Matter $ohm 
Metallane ( Secretary) who had beene indeed an enemy to the Earle of 
Morton, and was well contented that Arran fhould be imployed to work 
his ruine but he could not away with his peremptory, and abfolute do- 
mineiring. Thefe were the a&oUrs and great inftruments of his fall.-Gray, 
diredHy , and of purpofe, the-other two by conniving and being confcious 
to the plot, yet fo as they woiilcfhave feeraed not to know of it, and they 
did father give Way to it, then worke it. They all thought it reafon, that 
they fhould (at leaft) have their (hare ofthe fpoil in a fit proportion $ but 
they could not have it any wayes proportionable to their efteem of 
themfelves. There was befides thele, Francis Earle Bothwell, who 
(amongft other caufes of difeontentment) was grieved at the banifhmenc 
ofthe Earle of Angus, his Ladies brother. kA lexander Lord Hume had 
been difearded for being thought to be his friend : Sir George Hume of 
Wedderburn, and Sir $ames of Coldenknowes wereknowne and pro- 
fefled friends fo the Earle of Angus : and Wcddcrbnrnc'ms of kinne to the 
• Matter of Glames, and allied to the hOufe of Marre. Robert Carre of 
Cesford was alfo ofthe party, what out of love to Angus, what for emu- 
lation with the houfe of Farnhafte, who were on the other fa&ion. His 
Uncle the ProVeft of Lindowdan ( Douglas to his name) was a fpeciall. 
ftickler in the bufineffe : heewasveiy familiar and intimate with the Se- 
cretary (c jMetellane ) who without his advice did almoft nothing. But 
above all, the Lord Mavwell ( made Earle of Morton ) entred into open 

• hoftility: 
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boflalieie i for being charged to compeare, he difobeyed and refuted; and 
by intelligence with the banilhed Lords bee levied fpuldier8, flew one 
Captain Lammie, that was Cent againft biro, with bis companies, whom 
zpfhttjhn did adift. Hereupon a Proclamation was fet forth in the Kings 
name, that all that were able to beare annex, ihouid come and follow the 
King, who was to purfue him in pcrfon the *4. ofO&ober. Theteaad 
many others (and indeed the whole Couotreyj agreeing in this cooclufi- 
on.that Arran was to bee removed from the helme of govememenr, 
which hee lleerd fo ill : the Mailer of Gray was fent Arabafladoarinto 
England, and had broken the bufitieffe with the Lords concerning their 
resume, and his retnoveall • No w Sir Lewis BriUndine is fent up Arabaf- , 

tedor with Commiffion to accufc theta of a coflfpiracy,detefted by Dm- bIuJS 
trttbet depofition : Hereupon they are fent for from Norwich, to make Ambai&door 
anfwertoit. The Mafter of Glames being of greateft age and learn-*® En 8 land * 
ing, they nude choice of him to plead their caufe before a certain num- 
ber of the Councdlours of Engl and Reputed by the Queeoeto heart and 
judge of it. Their owne innocencie, the abilicie of the pleader, and the 
favour of the Judges meeting together, made them to be eafily absolved, 
nocwkhftwding, that the Ambaffadour did hisbeftin framing, and ppef- 
fiag his accufation to the full, to difcfaatgefais Commiftoo every way. 

It is a pretty fport to conflder the proceedings of the world, and what 
m&fques and vizards men doe put on fometimes to cloakc their deijgpes. 

With what refped and reverence did they carry thcmfbkes towards 
my Lord Ambaffadour i and with what flrangeneffe and aveffation did 
he looke upon thorn i One day as the Earle of Angus was walking into 
tbe fields for his recreation, he encountered the Ambafladour coming 
from T attic-fields in a narrow lane, ere he came near, he efpied him, and 
knowing it was he, bee called to his ferauts eo give way tonpyLord 
Ambafladmn;, and he bimfdfe ftaoding aloofir wattLtap mtbandg tnadef 
low reverence to his Lordflcip as he pjdfcd by. The Amboflldotir again 
a&ed his part finely, remembring his place, the perfo* bee represented, 
and the errand for which he was lent (to be his accufcr) with a counte- 
nance which didbeareanger andgriefin it to (ibethe Kings rebells, hec 
turned away his face, iind would not fo much as looke on that fide of t he 
ftieet, notwkhftanding that hee -both loved and honoured him in his 
heart, and was even then laying the ground- wonk of his refljitution. Hee 
being gone home, the plot went forward in Scotland. JEagbtad was 
no better affc&ed toward Arran, then his owncCountrey was: they did 
altogether diflike of him, and hrfpe&ed his tv ayes, they conceived that 
he dtd profecute the Guifian plots begunne by oUgnie, and which had 
beene interrupted by his dilgrace, and difeourtaag. And yet they a&ed 
their part alfo, bore faite countenance and cortefpondence with him, and 
he with them, but all was but dkfimulation, and like aftage play. The 
Lord Hunfdon Govemour of Berwick, and Warden of the Marches on 
tint hand, paid him home.in his owne coine, and entertained a jfhew of 
friendlhip with him, but nomore. Divers meetings they had upon the 
borders, and many hur promites were made by Arran, to keep back Eng- 
land from favouring or aiding the JLoxls : That the Kingihould bee at 
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the Queens devotion, that he Ihould follow her advice in all things, that 
heeihould not marry without her content, and that hee (hould make a 
league with her, offenfive, anddefenfivc. The Mailer of Gray, Ambaf- 
fadour, had promifed fomuch, but when the Englilh urged the perfor- 
mance of it, it was a jeaft to fee their fine Ihifting. The Mailer of 
Gray put it upon Arran, Arran upon the Mailer of Gray, and the King 
profefled that neither of them had warrant or diredion from him to fay 
any fuch thing, and therefore he was not tied to make it good:they were 
toolharpand quick lighted not to fee through greater clouds. In the 
mean time it fell out at a meeting of the Wardens of the middle-march- 
es, that Sir Francis RufJeltiSonne to the Earle of Bedford)was killed,whe- 
ther by chance or offer purpofe, is uncertain. This did alienate them 
from the Courtiers, and joyned them to the Lords, whom they knew 
to be honell, true, and trufty, and therefore they wilhedwell to them, 
and helped forward their interprife cndire&Iy all they could. While 
matters were thus in working, the Lords remained dill at London, and 
were lodged at a place appointed to them (called long- ditch, near Saint 
epames Parke, whither the banilhed Minillers reforted, and kept conti- 
nuall exercife of preaching, praying and falling (on occafion) in a private 
manner, without oflentation or notice thereof in publicke, being done 
within their lodging oncly. 

There was a motion made to the Counfell of England, that there 
might be a particular Church allowed, and allotted unto the Scots, as 
the French, Italians, and Dutch, have their Churches apart : but it was 
not granted, they being unwilling (apparently) that being of one lan- 
guage, our difcomformitie with their ceremonies Ihould appeare to the 
common people. This grieved us greatly, and efpcciaily Mailer garnet 
Lowfon, who partly for that, partly becaufe of a letter written to him 
from the towne of Edinburgh, (in which they did unkindly reproach his 
flying into England as a delation, and did renounce him for their Pa- 
Hour, calling him a Wolfe, who had fled without juft caufe, and. had 
joyned himlelfe with rebells, and fuch other calumnies, asBifhop <_//- 
damfonhzd endited, andcaufedthe Provefl and towne Counlell figne ) 
he fickned and died, being much lamented, both of Englilh, Scots, and 
all that knew and were acquainted with him. Notwithllanding that 
they could not obtain a peculiar Church, yet the Lievetenant of the 
Tower, being acquainted with fome of our Minillers, he defired them to 
preach in his Church within the Tower (which is a priviledged place* 
and without the jurifdi&ion of the Bilhops ) and many of the people 
came thither to hearethem. Amongll other exercifes, Mailer Andre* 
UWclvine read Le&ures in Latine upon the old Teflament, beginning at 
Genefis, which were much frequented* and the Earle of Angus was a 
diligent Auditour, and a painfull repeater of them for his owne ulc and 
contentment. 

But now the negotiation of their returne being farre advanced, and 
come even to the maturitie and full ripenelle, Angus, Marre, the Mafter 
of Glames(with a few onwaiters)take poll from London, and came with 
all expedition to the Borders. They had compofed their differences with 
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the Lord dWaxivell, and the Lord Hamilton , arid fo all Were to joyne irt 
the common bufineffe, with one heart and hand, as one man. Before 
Angus came from London, he wrote to his friends in Scotland after this 
fort : “You have now knowneby M. $ohn\ Colvill as I think ) that wee 
<c ftay here only till wee receive new advertifement from the Proveft of 
“ Lincluden, in name of the reft of our friends that fhould joyne with us 
“ in that Gountrey-, after the receit whereof wc mean not to ftay, but im- 
«* mediatly to come down * wherefore be ye not unready, feeing others 
“ will be forward enough,as we beleeve. At our firft coming we mean 
“ to be quiet two or three dayes , in Which fpace I mean to lpeak with 
u fome principals, and by their advice to go more plainly to our purpofe* 

“This State will not feeme openly to know our aefignes 5 but wee are 
“ to receive fome help of Moneyes * for fo it is promifed. Sir William 
“ Ruffe U fhall alfo joyhe with us as a male-content , having been of 
<c lateillufedby that State ( in killing Sir Francis ) but not as having 
“ any command fotodo. Ifmattersgoon, wemindetoenteronboth 
4t hands. Hamilton and Maxwell fhall enter on the Weft-borders, An- 
“ gus and Marre at the Eaft , with fuch as will joyne with them 
‘‘there; 

Thus did it pleafe him to fpeak of himfelf in the third perfbn * howbeic 
it was written all with his own hand. But Sir William Ruffell did not joyn 
with them. Angus, Marre , and the Mafter of Glaines came to Galfoe* 
and remained there with the Earle Bothwel two or three nights. Thither 
came the Lord Hume, Sir George Hume of Wedderburne , and others of ■ 
their friends •, and with common confent from thence they went tojed- 
brugh , where they made their coming known , and profefled their inten- 
tions. Upon the report hereof , Colonell StUart was lent againft them 
With fuch forces as he could get, and came to Peebles \ but he found that 
he had not to doe with irrefolUte and lingering folks , as the Earle of 
Gowrie , hot With fuch deferred and abandoned men as had fled from 
Stirlin, and therefore he retired in due titrie * to tell tidings of the cer- 
tainty of their coming. They took their journey toward Hamilton, and 
there joyned the Lord Hamilton and the Lord Maxwell and fo alto- 
gether marched to Fawkirk. They caufed publifh Declarations every Theychme 
where , containing their intentions , and juftifying their proceedings, roFiwirirfc 
Which are let down Word by word in the Hiftory of Scotland, 

Written by Holinfhed an Englifn-man who. pleafeth , may read it 
there. The futiime is not unlike to that which was made before ao 
Stirlin ( when they fled to England ) onely fuch things were added 
thereto , as hid fallen out fince then, in the time of their abode there. Their Decia. 
“ As namely ^ Firft,The proceeding by cruelty under the fhadow of the ridoo j 
“ Kings name, whole PredecefTours did commonly labour to winne 
'■‘the hearts of his Subje&s by clemencie : Secondly , The .execu- 
ting, imprifonittg, bartifhing ( by wrefted.Lawes ) the worthieft, 

“ moft ancient i and the moft faith full ( to G O D and the King ) 

“both Noblemen and Barons Thirdly, A$s and Proclamations 

** publi(hed,inhibiting Presbyteries & other e<ercife$,priviledge$ and im- 
€€ ‘ * 1 • ^ - • 1 - n • 1 1 1 ' 
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“ cuftome of the Churcb,without which,purity ofDo<ftrine,& the tf • ht 
tC form ofEcclcfiaftical discipline cannot continue: Fourthly, com pell :n» 
'*& forcing the moft learned and raoft religious men,and fuch as were of 
“moft entire life & convention, & of moft fincere confidence, to forfake 
“their Countrey^or inhibiting them to preach, and defrauding them of 
“ their Stipend,by violence : Fifthly, the entertaining ofjefuites , and 
“ executers of the Decrees of thecruell Councell of T rent : Sixthly ,ob- 
“ durate Papifts having place in Seflion, and honeft men removed, an e- 
“ vident proof and prefage of intention to root out the true Religion : Se- 
‘f venthly,the thrufting of Magiftrates upon Burrows ( contrary to their 
“priviledges ) which were neither free of the Townes, nor fit todif- 
** charge the place in their perfons: Eighthly , the Secret pra&ices of 
fames Stuart, andthe Colonell , to turne the love and amide which 
“ hath been how of a long time entertained with England(very happily) 
“ into open hoftility, having had intelligence with fuch perfons as fought 
<c the Queen of Englands deftru&ion : a point confefled by divers her 
“ Rebels,executed in England, and which appeared by the Slaughtering 
c f of the Lord Ru{Tell,a man noble in birth, honourable byvertue, zea- 
“ lous in Religion, of great expectation, and a fpeciall f riend and lover of 
Scottifh men , notwithstanding that they had made (hew of the con- 
trary forcertaine moneths,and had pretended to enter into an often- 
“ five and defenfive League with her. The conclufion was , Wee com- 
“ mand and charge in our Soveraigne Lords name ( as his bom Counfel- 
c ‘ lours,who are bound in dutie to be carefull of his welfare, honour and 
“ reputation, for which we have our Lands and Inheritances ) all and 
“ fundry his fubjeCts, to further and a (Eft this our godly enterprife , to 
“ concurre with us, and fo to give teftimony of their afte&ion to the 
“ true Religion, his Majc flics welfare, and publick peace and quietneffe 
“ of this Realme. It contained alfo certification , That fuch as Should 
“attempt any thing to their contrary, yea, that did not take plaine and 
“ open part with them. Should bee reputed as partakers of all vice 
“ and iniquitie , as afhfters of the faid treafonable Confpiratours# 
u {fames and - William Stuarts ) and enemies to Religion , to his Ma- 
“jeftie,and Authorkie , and to the publicke quietneSTe of the two 
« Realmes , and fhould .bee ufed as Siich, in body and goods, jCom- 
<* manding all Jtuftlces and Magiftrates, as well the Lords of the $effion 
<£ as others, Sheriffes, and whatfoever inferiour Judges , to adrr>miftez 
“juftice,for the furtherance hereof, as they would anfwer upon their al- 
* legeance and higheft perils : with the like certification to them alfo, if 
“they failed herein. . 

They ftaid at Fawlkirke that night , being the fecoad day of No- 
vember, and kept Strong watch, being within five miles of the ene- 
my. It was obferved with great difdain, that the Lord Maxml, who 
liad the charge of the hired louldiers that were put on the watch, 
and So the choyce of the watch- word, gave it . Saint ^Jmkevr^ as 
fmelling of his fuperftkious difpofition, and which was a bkaai&^od 
contradiction fin a manner) to their declaration , wherein they peofdfed 
to Hand for the true. Religion. But k wa&sathec ptivacely grudged 
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it, than jtoblickly reproved. On the morrow there came a tneflkge From 
the Cattle of Stirlin, as from the Kirig to the Earle Bothwell , whereby 
he was defired to forfake that Company, and either come to the King, or 
retume to his ojvn houfe, which he pleafed . This was a trick to divide 
them, and Which did fo work updn him , that if the Earle of Angus had 
not partly by reafori perfwaded him,and partly by his authorise ( being 
& man greatly refpedted) detained him , and fixed his wavering n)inde, 
he had forfaken them altogether, not without great danger to have weak* 
ried the hands and hearts of the rett, by fuch an untimely example . O n 
fuch moments ( many times ) do even the greateft bufinefle dependi 
But God had determined to blefle that Work at that time in their hands. 
That rub being removed, they march forwarded about the going down 
of the Sunne,they (hewed themfelvesat S. Ninians Kirk, Which is fcarce 
a full mile from Stirlin * and were feen from the Cattle wall, of friends 
and foes. They lodged there-about as they could , till near the downing 
of the day-, and then upon a fecret ttgne given to the Companies that 
had dlfperfed themfelves into the neighbour Villages for better lodging 
and Vi&uall, without found of Drumme or Trumpet,they came to their 
Camp and Colours. The way ofaflaultingtheTown was laid down 
thus: Firft,one ofthe Commanders, with a few Companies, was dire- 
cted to go and make (hew , asifhee meant to enter the Town through 
iome Orchards that lay on the Weft fide thereof* and at the fameinttanc 
another (with fome other few Companies ) was fent to go through the 
Park as if they had intended to aflault it oh that hand, near to the Cattle 
hill* While in the mean time the Noblemen themfelves, with the grotte 
and body of the Armyj marched on the South fide,and palling the ditch 
a little above the Mill,going through fome Gardens, entered at a certain 
narrow Lane, not farre from the Weft gate,wbere the way was fo ftrair, 
that (ingle men with weapons could hardly paffe it* The hired fouldi- 
ers which carried (hot were fet formoft, to remove, aqy that {hauld offer, 
to make head againft them . They that were. wklun^tbcT own. were 
equall Iri number to thofe that were to attault k without *. Noblemen,, 
(the Earle Marfhall, and the Lord Seton ) and Barons , who were 
come,out of obedience to the Kings Proclamation : Thefe had the 
keeping of the Weft gate. Butthe onely enemies were fames, andthe : 
Colonell ( Smarts ) together mihCMorttrofeiadCrawford, in refpeft of 
fome particular quarrels. For Montrofe had been Chancellour of the Af- 
fife, by which the Earle of Morton, was condemned , and was etteemed 
tohave been abad inftrumenttherein : And Crawford had killed the 
Lord Glames,the Matters brother, whereupon deadly ffude, and divers 
murders hadenfued on both (ides. The reft, though they did not openly., 
affift the invaders , yet did they wHh them no hurt , nor make any re(i- . 
ftance againft them.There were in the Caftle^he Maftef of Grdj t 2s\&, Sir 
Lewis Ballatsdine,vtho were fufpe&ed by fames Stuart , not; without 

cau(e. He knew alfo that Matter fohn Meteilapebwc hint njo great good 
will. Thefe hee intended to have rid hi.mfelf of , and to hive flaughte- 
red, but they were too ftrong todo it without great hazard * and be- 
sides, it had been but little wifedome to have gone about that,vvhereih if 
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hee had failed , it would have been his overthrow , and chough bee had 
prevailed , it would not have freed him from his enemies without. All 
he did was, that the Colonell with fome (hot , was fee in the Street aeas 
the Weft-Gate of the town, which was the place likelieft to be affauked, 
pontes Stuart himfelf ftayed about the Bridge , having the Keyes of thac 
Gate in his pocket , making that back-doore fore for his laft refuge to e- 
fcape by it. The Earle of Montrpfe was placed at the foot of the Caftle 
hill, to make good the entrie through the Park. The event was, chat ha- 
ving entred the T own through a narrow Lane, they were welcomed and 
entertained by the Colonell with fome (hot in the ftreet , but feeingchac 
they were refolute , and moe in number than he was able to deal with, he 
retired to the Caftle. In this entrie there was but one onely ( of the Lords 
fide) kilted, and it isuncertaine whether it were done by the Enemie , or 
by one of his fellowes,who were fb unskilfull in handling their Muskets, 
that their Captain laid , That who had known them as well as bee did, 
would not willingly have marched before them. The Earle Marfhall and 
the Lord Seton, feeing the Colonell fo quickly quit the Field, flood ft ill 
at the Gate,invading no man,and no man invading them. The Earles of 
Montrofeand Crawford , hearing the tumult of the Townetaken,on>che 
•other hand,forfook their ftation,and were received intotheCaftle.^Aws 
Stuart fled by the pofteme on the Bridge,. and having locked the Gate bc- 
hinde him , he threw the Keyes into the River. The Colonell in his re- 
treat was followed fb near by Matter $ tries Holden (brother Germane to 
S Holden of Glencagles)that he overtook him,and was laying hand on 
him, but in the mean time was (hot by $ofao Haider fen ( a fervanc of the 
Colonels) and fo died prefently. He was a. young Gentleman, much la- 
mented of all that knew him , being lately come out of France, where (as 
alfo in Italy ) he had lived divers years,with great approbation of all his 
Countrey- men ,-being greatly beloved for his fwcet courteous difpofi- 
tion. If it were law full here to bewaile a particular loflfe , I have juft; 
caufetoloofe the reins of my private affe&ion , and pay thac tribute of 
forrow and teares which I owe to the memorie of fo faithful!, upright, 
and trufty a friend. For the prefent it (hall foffife to fay thus much 
(arid let it remaine is a poore witneffe of fome ftnall gratefull remem- 
brance', as long as this piece can remaine ) that before him l found not a- 
ny v and fince have known but very few fo hearty and ftneere friends , as 
he was to me from our childe-hood for many y earns. 
b^theLordT Haying thus Without any further Ioffe or hurt made ehcmfelves Ma- 
1 * * fters of the Town, all rejoyced at their fucceflle, and withichearfull minds 

and countenances welcomed them, and congratuiafledthek returns. One 
thing was like to have bred fome ftirre andtumuk,bue that the parties io- 
terrelfed knowirigthe Lordiown nobtedifpofafon,and how chefe things 
could not be helped , bore pariendy the lode they Deceived, for the joy 
they had of the publfck good. This it was* when the Nobles and Gentle- 
men alighted toenrer the Town on foot , they gave cheir hor-fes to their 
footmen to be held without rill they had made all deace wichim While 
they were bufied in aflhultihg and rambarring, Colonell##*** 1 , the An- 
nandale men ( and others alfo by their example ) . who came with che 
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Lord Maxwell , feized on thdrhorfes , and went deare away with 
them , having fpared no roan friend or foe, of their own , or the ad- 
verfe partie. It was no tune to follow them , and though it had , yec 
could they not doe it, their horfcs being gone. That day they lodged 
intheTowne , and kept watch and ward about the Caille » -that none 
might go forth , or come in without their knowledge. Hebert Hamilton 
of inchmachan , who had fallly accufed Mailer Douglas of Maines , and 
Mafter Cunnsnghame of Dmmmiewhafte caufed himfelftohe letdqWne 
over the Callle wall ( at the back- fide thereof ) ma basket, thinking fb to 
efcape •, but he was perceived, followed^md fiaine (in the Park) by $dhrt~ 
ftonot Wefterhall , receiving that joft reward of his betraying innocent 
bloud. The Lord Hamilton himlelf when he heard of it , fittd he had got- 
ten but what hee had deferved. The Caftk not being provided of Vi- 
ctuals, and no man ( almoft ) caring to defendic , h could not hold out : 
wherefore mefiengers being lent to and fro betwixt the King and them> 
all things were agreed on •, and fo the fourth of November .the Gates They come 
were fet open , and the Companies entering , the Noblemen prelented 
themfelves before the King in all humble and fubmilfe manner , and did P 
by their carriage and behaviour really confute the calumnies of their ene- 
mies, who had accufed them of traiterous intentions and practices. When 
“ they came , they uled not many words oncly , They were his true 
and loyall Subjects , ready to fem him With their bloud 5 and that 
“they were come<o declare themfelves , arid to cleare them front thofc 
** calumnies which wicked and ledicious men that fought their own par- 
“ ticulars, had filled his Majcltiesearesand minde with^nd fo made him 
“ to be fufpicious of them without caufe. The King anfwered loving- 
ly *, That it was true, and that he nowlaw that hee had been too 
u long abufed. That it was certainly the mighty hand of G O D 
“ working with their good afte&ion that had brought them fo through 
“ without Ihedding of bloud . And fo‘ embracing oheol heartily, he wel- 
comed them with a chearfull countenance* deliring that they would for- 
give and fpare the Earles of Montrofc and Crawford, who were afraid to 
tofe their livesand eftates, being confciousof their own dclcrvings. This 
requeft divers of the Earle of Angus hisiriends would have had him to 
have denied-, but he, by a rare moderation, and to fhew how far he regar- 
ded the defires of his Prince , being willing alfo that the whole work 
fhould be free , not onely of innocent blood , but even from particular 
( though juft) revenge , neither could nor would refufe it. 

This was the Cataftrophe of this Tragick-comedie , acceptable and 
joy full to all ( except thele fewporticular men ) and harmefullto none, 
which efid juftifie their (unjultly condeiwned)former meeting at the fame 
Towne of Stiflin', which if it had had the fame fucceflediad producedthc 
fame eflfeCt,as it had the fame aime and end. It jollified alfo thofe of the 
Miniftery who had fled to England , and thole at home who approved 
and favoured them ,- that in fo doing , they did not favour Traitors , or 
traiterous enrerprifes*. This the Earle of Angus ( above all ) did ob ferve, 
and did often remember this confequent ofchefocceffe , withnolefle 
contentment than tlje fucccfle it felf , efieemiag ic a greater mercie and fa- 
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vourfrora GO D to have thus cleared their innocencie and loyaltie, 
than that he was reftored to his own homeand inheritance. And there* 
fore he did often call to minde , and mention that fpeech of the Kings, 
That it was the very hand of GO D vthuh bad proffered their enterprise , and 
given them that fucceffe without Hoad* For though it may feem no hard 
tnatter,in refped ofthe generall favour of the Countrey, yet if we conft- 
der what a defperate enemie, loath to quit fuch places as they have enjoy* 
%d , is wont to doe , it will feem ftrange that they (hould without once 
ftriking a ftroke thus be gone without more ado.But as it hath been found 
in broy les (and I have particularly obferved ) that GOD hath preferved 
their hands from bloud , Whofe hearts didabhorre from the fhedding of 
it , even upon fuch occafions as men thought they could hardly avoid* 
either to befruftrateof their intentions , or to obtain them with much 
bloud*, where by the contrary , many whole feet have been fwifter,& theit 
hearts Idle carefull of it,have on very fmall occafions fallen into it. So in 
this publick bufinefle , it pleafed GOD to look on the hearts ofthe 
adours , and according to the innocencie thereof, to difpofe of the means 
of their reftorine , that their hands were kept pure from the bloud of any. 
He obfervedaMo of the Town of Edinburgh,how it had pleafed GOD 
to cut fhort their aid and aflfiftance,which they might have given the ene- 
my by laying of it wafte and defolate through the death of 20000. per- 
fbns of the plague ( which had raged there ) whereby the reft were fo ter- 
rified,thatthey were glad to forfake the City. For the Courtiers did raoft 
repofe and rely upon them, who were readieft upon the Hidden, and who 
(upon the leaft aavertifement ) were wont to come at their beck, without 
any difputing, or queftionittg the lawfulne(Teofthequarrellor)ufticeof 
the came , but took every thing as from the King,whatfoever was com- 
manded in his name , as they had given proof before, when they convee- 
ned at Stirling having been the firft that were lent againft them, when they 
were forced to flee into England. This plague began immediatiy after 
their flight, and the departure oftheir Minifters, and increafed daily with 
fuch terrour and fearfiunefte irnthc hearts of men , that every man did in- 
terpret it to be the immediate hand of G O D, ftriking them for their ob- 
fequioufeneffe to the Court , and contempt oftheir Minifters *, and now 
they being returned it diminifhed daily, fo evidently,that aftertheir entry 
into Stirlin,it ceafed,not by degrees or piece-meale,but in an inftantfas it 
were) fo that never any after that hour was known to have been infeded*. 
nor any of fuch as were infeded before j to have died. The Lane alfo, in 
Stirlin,by which they entred , was wholly infeded * yet no man was 
known to have been tainted with it,or to have received any hurt. Nay* 
the men of Aniiandale did rob and ranfack the peft- lodges whichVere in 
die field about Stirlin , arid carried away the clothes ofthe infeded , but 
were never known to have been touched therewith themfelves, or any o- 
thers that got, or wore the clothes* They alfo that were in the Lodges, 
returned to their houfes , and converted with their Neighbours in the 
Town , who received them without fair , fufpicion, or reproor , and no 
harm did enfue upon it. As for Edinburgh, before the^fim of February 
f within three moneths)it was fo well peopled and filled again with inha- 
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bitants,asnone could perceive by thenwnbertha* any had dfed but ofic. 

As if GOD from Heaven fhould have (aid, Loathe caufeofmy wrath, lo, 
the caufe of my mettie,with the going and coming of his fervants :a rare 
ana remarkable work never to be forgotten, as he did never forget it. And 
for my part, I think it merits to bee recorded here, and that it is worthy 
that the remembrance thereof fhould remain to all pofterity , fo far as my 
weaknefle can preferve it, that men may fee and learn to fear and leek that 
GOD who worketh fo great things, and none can hinder him. A notable 
wonder , and next unto that overthrow ofthe Spanifh Ajmado in 88. 
bothinmytime,bothimmediatlyby the handof GOD : But this, fo 
much the more evidently , as that there, fome ordinary induftrie and help 
of man did intervene •, here, nothing can be alledged to have brought it to 
paflc,but the very finger of GOD. Let mankinde advert and admire it. 

And whofoever (hall go about to bereave GOD of his glory by laying it 
over upon chance or fortune , may his chance be fuch as his blindneffe of 
pervenenefle deferveth. Things being brought thus about, who would 
nave been fo modeft,as not to have been fo farre ambitious,ts in diftribu- 
ting the offices of the Kingdome , to have taken to himfelf , or bellowed 
on his friends fome place of honour or profits But Angus did neither taka 
to himfelf, nor procure any for his particular friends& followers.Let am- 
bition be filent,and let her plumes fell , when fhe feeth her felf truly con- 
temned by him. He contented himfelf with that oddly which was hi{ 
own s yea, he even difpenfed and forbort that Which was his own * mo- 
deftly tolerating, that the Lands, Houfe and Lordfhip of Dal keeth, fhould 
ftfil be retained by the young Duke of Lennox j upon she Kings promife 
to be reftored thereto,(o foon as any occafion fhould fall out of providing 
fome other Lands to the Duke 5 which was riot done, till the Lord Meth- 
yen dying without heires male , the Lands falling to the King , he gave - 
them to Lennox, and reftored Dalkeeth to Angus.Out of the like modefty 
It wifi, to gratiffe b is Prince in whatfoeVerbe couldtothevety utttrmon 
of his power, ax the Parliament (heHiriEdiiftmigh fySyijabcH* ewoyear* 
after, he difpertfedwithhts privtfedge ofbtatirig the Crown it fhe Kings 
requeft^and fuffered the Duke to carry it, with protection (and promife \ 
that it fhould not bcprejndiciall to him nor his houfe in time coming, ana 
fo ( with all mceknefle ) fubmkted himfelf to take the feednd [dace, and 
carry the Scepter. In this faft point, it was thought wifedome to yeeld ,fo 
to difappointthofe , who were thought to have put the King upon it,of 
parpofe to have made a breach betwixt the Kmg and him by his ref ufall. 

The former was not effected without the bribing of thoft Courtiers who 
did then pofleflte the Kings cart. Secretary nMtttlUfte gotftis Lands of 
Die- Water to work it •, which when he Would have hotdenof the King 
by renunciation, Angus refufed to renounce, arid Would artefy give « 
holding ofhirrrfelf,not without fome indignation on both fitted It was* 
frardlier conftrufted, that he fuffereda decreet given In layouts^# Karrii- 
nale to his prejudice,tobereferved ,• and ftana' good in his reftitutiOrt. 
An&tfhus didftebehsWe hluffelf inhts private affairs. • 

the publick affairs of the' Kingdom j hee fuffered them tObedGhmet 
leMafter of Glames , to whom the reft of their fociety Ticaiaret 
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were mod inclined, for the opinion they had of his wifedome, greater ex^ 
perience and age 5 as alfo tor that now he was a prime officer of State 
( Trcafurer ) and allied with the Lord Hamilton * rather thjn hee would 
enter into any conteft , which might breed any divifion amongft them- 
felves , being let altogether on peace and calmnelfe , howbeit he did not 
approve of all their proceedings , and differed much in judgement from 
them,cohceming the adminiftration and handling of matters. So in the 
policie of the Church » though out of a fincerc minde and true zeal , hee 
favoured and affeded the right form as much as any, and was much gric- 
ved,that fuch order was not taken in it, as Ihould have bcen,& was expe- 
lled j yet he did tolerate that courfe which the reft thought good to fuf- 
fer to go on.For this they gave out, That the King inclined to the govern- 
ment of Biffiops,and therefore it was not convenient to erode his inclina- 
tion abruptly and diredly, le ft he (hould leem to be conftrained or thral- 
led in his adions ( a point which they avoided carefully ) andnot ufed 
with that refped and liberty, which is due to a Prince : yet they faid they 
Ihould labour to work him to it with time , taking their opportunity as it 
Ihould be offered unto them. And fo indeed it was brought to pafte * for 
Bilhops were firft reftrained of their ufing their pretended jurifdidion, 
and by fad (Jefufo) even then brought under obedience to Synodes and 
Presbyteries * and in the year 1592. the former difciplinc was re-efta- 
blifhed by Ad of Parliament , and all authority dirc&ly taken from Bi- 
lhops. But neither in the former Parliament (holden at Linlithgow 
in December 1585. ) neither in the next ( holden at Edinburgh the 
29. of July 1587.. ) was there any mention made thereof. This gave 
occafion of much difeontentment to the beft affeded , and bitter 
contention betwixt the Court and the Miniftcry 5 they reprooving this 
toleration of that unlawfuil office , and the King committing them for 
their freedome of reproof. So ho man of smy judgement and good 
difpoiition was fatisned with their proceedings. Notwithftanding, 
there was none of any degree, but had a good opinion , and thought 
well of the Earle of Angus * and excufcd his part of it , laying the 
blame thereof upon the reft , who ( they thought ) were more core- 
full of their own particular , than mindefull or felicitous for the ftate 
of GODS Church. And when I call to minde the difpofition of 
men in thofe times , I cannot exprefie it otherwayes than thus *, That 
they accufed all , but excufed him * and yet they fo excufcd him,that they 
did alfo accufe him * not for his want of good- will , but for want of adi- 
on. They were perfwaded of the fincenty of his heart but they thought 
him defedive in adion according to their opinion , and would have nad 
him to have taken more upon him than he did. Concerning which pur- 
pofe I have thought it belt not fo much to deliver thy own judgement, or 
ufe my own words in excufing or accuung what might be thought wor- 
thy to be excufed or accufed in him(for what is mine may be mbre obno- 
xious to mens cenfure ) as to fet down every point according to the 
judgement, and in the words of others, who were prefent eye-witnefles 
and fpe rial adorns in thofe times:W|iat they thought wotthy to be repre- 
htaded^and what they required to have sunended, which wil comprehend 
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.whatever negligence oromifliorr iny man ca ft lay to his charge: for as 
touching any fault of Commiflion, and doing what he ought not to have 
done, thete was no man complained of him. To which effed, diverfd 
Jetters might bee produced, which were written to himfelfe by diverfe 
perfons of all forts, Ctvllland Ecciefiafticall, Scoctifh add Englifh, of 
theMiniftery, which had beene baniflied with him, and cfjf the brethren 
of the Church of England : but I have made choice of one for all, which 
containeth the fumme of all, both Church and State bufinefle, both pri- 
vate and publicke, and that in the Authours owne words moft faith- 
fully, neither adding nor impairing any thing. To which wee fhallfub- 
joyne his owne anfwer, in his owne words (fo farre as oilr memory can 
fcrve) at leaft his owne eftimation, and judgement of every point 5 his 
ends, grounds and reafons of his aftions , which hee delivered in his 
moft inward , and private conference , where it pleafed him to open 
himfelfe, as hee was accuftomed, freely, and even to the: laying naked 
of his very heart and foule. 

The letter tvas {after the wonted formalities) thus^ 

t( T T Aving occafion of this bearer, I thought gopd to remember fome 
“ fl things, efpecially that you would fas you know t intended to. £ n Iett “ writ* 
“ have done) purchafe in name of the Countrey , fome to bee fent to.thou™'^ 11 * 
if keepe Juft ice Courts, in our Countrey and.Teviotdale, otherwayes. c «mog u, e 
“all will breake. Alfo let the fitting pf theSeffion bee hafted, that^““^ of th °ft 
“fuch things as flow from their feftitutiorj .rpay bee decided, other- 
« wayes fome men may bee greatly prejudiced , and difappointed... 

“ As for Mafter fobtt, it is hard for my Lordtohelpe you both ( l 
“amftill of that opinion) wherefore if np place fall about the King, 

“let it not difpleafe his Lordfhip J that one of you feeke fome other 

“courfe. • ' 

“ After my departing from Linlithgow, f continued in great anger, 

“whereof I am not yet fully freed, : oecaufe of that Tentertce ( or de- 
“ creet ) referved to Farnihafte againft the Earle of Angus s and though 
“the doers bee partiall, yet I blafne moft his owne fimplicitie (Imuft 
“ needes fo call it ) feeing his authorise ought to put order to 
“ others, where now hee is Onely a beholder of that which it pleafeth 
“others to doe. But hee muft either take, matters otherwayes upon 
“ himfelfe, or undoe himfelfe, and all the reft with him. For if the 
“ Mafter of Glames, forgetting the event of Ruthven bufinefle , will, 

“needs trace thefteps.of the Earle of Gowrie, it is not for the reft of 
“the fellowfhipto be (lbthfull to their owne hinderance. They are in-, 

“deed at Court, but are efteemed no better (abroad) then beads in the 
“ Countrey, never like to acquire the favour of any •, but continually de-, 

“ dining out of the hearts of many of their well affe&ed friends, who 
“ all fpeake , as though they faw already an evident ruine of them : , 

“ and that (doubtlefly) deferved, for lying in their good caufe, and 
“ not vindicating Ifrael from Aram. Remember whence they are 
“ fallen, and return, or we fhall bee forced to lament for that which wee 
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“ (hall never bee able to amend. If they fticke to their caufe, al 1 is (tire; 

“ otherwife nothing fure .* for either their fure'rie is by the Kings fa*. 

“ vour (whereof I fpeake nothing,) or the favour of the people : this they 
‘‘muft have by prefling their caufe of Noblemen, for relieving thenl 
“ from bondage,, and revenging their bloud < of Gentlemen and Com* 

“ mons, for purging Religion, reftoring of Juftiee, and providing that 
“ Tyrannic thruft not it felfe in againe. If this bee urged, k will con* 
tc firme fuch as are already in the caufe, and will make more to joyne in 
tc it : So (hall the caufe profper* and if occafion crave fo, there is a par* 
“tie ever ready to take Armes for it. But if, omitting this,’ a flattering, 

“ ora fearefull courfe bee taken, who (hall fpeake plaine, andaflift fuck 
“ fearefull diflemblefs < who (hall credit them, when afterwards fat 
“ heretofore ) they (hall take on the name of the good caufe t I wi(h 
“ the Kings Majeftie may bee ufed with all Princely reverence, but not 
“flatteringly foftered in tyranny to his owne undoing, though I feeme 
“ to fee even now that thefe flatterers (hall be worthily wracked. I askc , 
“ them whether they had a juft caufe in hand or not ? (and yet of all 
“ thefe evils, under the burden whereof the Countrey groned, they 
“have opened nothing at all to his Majeftie) why is it not then jufti- 
“ fled in deed by condemning the other worthy to bee condemned ? Is 
“their caufe already ended ? And if not, why is it then left off? hath 
<c it not enemies ? why fhbuld it not then bee fortified againft them i 
“ The Declaration of ehiiif'caufe, why was it publilhed? To acquire fa- 
“ vour at the hands of th,e people ? And why then is there nothing done 
“ to retaine this favour ? yea rather, why are fuch things done, as pro* 

“ cure their disfavour, and hatred ? I fee nothing, but as men have 
“ diffcmblingly pretended a good caufe with uncleanfcd hearts, God 
“(to difeover theif hypocrifie ) hath given them their hearts defire, 

•* but for their further ruine for their Hypocrifie. I cannot forbeateto 
w write this, though I bee out of hope of any good, yet I (ifopofe that 
“ (uch as have meant uprightly, (hall ( in Gods favour ) We pfovi- 
<£ ded for ( though with croubh } when God (hall require of thole 
“ diflemblers the bloud of fuch as have perilhed, and (hall perifh through 
“ their default, giving them a proofe of their owne wits, and their un- 
“ faithfull hearts : They would not ferve God, hee made men their 
“ matters. Are means failed him ? No : the laft (hall bee Worfe then 
«* the firft. It feemeth to bee that God hath even prepared a mlfchief for 
“them-, and therefore given them over to their owne devices, where- 
“ with they are fo drunke, and blinded, as men in a melancholickeap- 
“ prehenfion, who are paft all cure of Phyficke. But this, above all,. 

** troubles mee moft, that till fuch rime as good men bee all un- 
“ done, and the Land utterly ruined, and overborne with Tyrannic, 

<c it (hall not bee refilled hereafter . For a new Generation mufi a- 
“ rile ( that hath forgotten thefe things ) before that any who fliaH 
“ pretend a common caufe get credit : good men are fop4ten de- 
“ ceived under that colour and pretext , and draw«t c ^fe to their 
“ wracke . And certainely, rather then I were hee, iftat (through 
“ raif-goveroance and evill order) (hould Undoe fo many as are like 
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tC to bee undone at this time, I had farre rather give my owne Iifefor it. 

“ But I fpcake to deafe men, and therefore I ceafe, committing to God 
w the providing for tfiofe, whofe hearts he* fees to bee upright, having 
** from time to time kept nothing backe of that which I knew would 
“ make for the furety of thefe men,and the caufe, without troubling them 
“ with any particulars. If Angus could fteere in his owne roome, hee 
might redreffe the Matters errours: S peake to Dunniepace zn& Largoe: 
u See what is done about the Barons, and give me notice of fucji dirc&i- 
“ on as goeth to their Shires. I lay, for conclufion, their earneft fuke iq 
“particulars, and negligence in the common caufe, convi&s them be- 
.** fore all men, and the King may juftly fay. They had no good mean- 
ing. But if it were mine to doe, wee mould goe all together to the 
“ King, and fay, this or the like fpeech. Sir, in that yee have ( as may 
<c be) redreffed our particulars, wee thanke you heartily, though it was 
“ everthe lcaft part of our defire 5 for Gods' Church hath becne heavi- 
“ lyopprefled (then tell him the particular? apart) Your Kealrae and 
“ Subjects have beene tyrannized over : ( then tell him alfo fome 
“ proofes ) Let therefore the Gofpell bee reftored to the owne liberrie, 

“ and fome men chofen to fetdowne fome fure policy which may laft 
“ and continue. Let fome alfo bee Reputed to heare the plaints and 
“ grievances of fuch as have beene wronged, under the colour of your 
“ Majetties name, and let their wrongs bee redrefted as much as is pof- 
“fible* and fuch order taken, that the Subje&s may bee out of rare 
** heareaftcr of fuffering , fo they keepe the Lawes. Let the Lawes 
“ alfo bee revifed by wife men , and fuch of them taken away a$ 

“ bee hnrtfull to the Subje&s ( for you (hall finde the like Ordinance 
“touching Ads of Parliament of olde. ) This being done, wee 
“ doubt not, but God fhall bleffe you , and your Countrey * feeing, 

*' the negleding hereof, hath beene the caufe of the evillspatt. Sir, 

“ doe it your felfe , for the gaine is yours, though wee put ^you in 
“ minde of it. Now except this bee done , there can bee no cPQtir 
“ nuing quietnefle. ’ 

Ptftfcrtft* 

“ ^'TT'Heir foolifh proceedings make all men to ftand aloofe. I heare 
“ X the Lord Boyd is (ecretly in this Countrey of Scotland , but 
“ feeth not that in them which hee could wifh. Let the Matter behave 
“himfelfe as heepleafeth, can the King but thinke that hee would ra- 
“ ther wi(h his owne fitter fonne King ? I finde great fault that the Ab- 
“ bots ( Driebrough and C ambus kenneth) Lie abake, who are pradi- 
“ doners and partakers, as Marre at Ruthven: let them joyne together 
“andbeeknowne. 

This lettef being received, and a fit opportunitie efpied * it was p^ferntd* 
Broughttomy Lord, and without further ceremony •, I have received Angw. 
here a letter ( faith hee ) from whom, and from whence your Lord-» 
fhip may fee. It is written to mec indeed, but not for my fake, (for hee 

^ Hhh a knowes 
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knowes mVififhde ) birt that I might fo ^ forme; yoiifcLord^ip concern*- 
iri g yodr eftstte, arid the ffate Of the pMbfckke caofe which you hivwan- 
f>/iced • artdyou might know What the thoughts ofhoneft mem acre' coir- 
cernhig it , whit they thmke, whatthey expe£fc r whatthey wifhamdre u 
quiri. 1 thinke it heft chit it fpeakdfbr if felfe fit its om»e liangxtage^ let 
It be yourLdrdfhips p Feature to re'adfe <tv He OOokeitand resufit, euidaf- 
ter a little paufe-, Thts(f4ithhe) thlt where iothdbegiiwingaPth» fet- 
ter miybe obtained, thisCommiffion for Juftice Courts^ andtbiafor 
bur fecmitfewe (hall and rtnift needs beecareftril of.. There isnextrchac 
which cdrtcerrteth yorn 1 felfe * wherein I am forty that oocafialibath not 
ferved me td expfefle in effect tire good will I bore you, as I thinke I 
ought tb doe. And while he wak about to goeoninthat piripofey the 
Other interrupting him, made anf wer ; Let it be your Lordfbips pleafure 
to breake off that difcotirfe: I neverdoutoted (nor never will doe) of your 
JLordfhips mihde, which is enough to fcttisfie me *, you know tny anrtbb 
tioh. t am content to doe any thing, lam content to doe nothing : hbpe 
did not bring me to tHls ciufe-, frtiftrating, nor feare cannot divett me. If 
I canfetvetb iny good ufe, I am glad of it : if I cannot, yetam I con- 
tented : it is enough tb me that I have been willing, and gone as farre as 
God hath called me : heiknoweth how farre bee will imploy any, and 
yoUf Lordfhip is my belt witneffe, that I never did chruft my felfe into 
> your Lbrdftiips publicke or private bufineffe* So farre as you were plea- 
fed of your owne accord to communicate with me, fo farre I knew and 
Weddled. 1 knbw what men thinke,bat this (hall ever be my wifedome, 
br my foliy (let Who lift account it fo) yet if I were even afpiringly dife 

! )ofed, ho\v can your Lord (hip doe fbryour friends, at his Majefties 
lands, who doth your own 6 affaires with him by the mediation oLftcan* 
gets ? Bdt (feeing we are Fallen upon this Dhrpqfe) fee it not difpieafe 
your Lordship that Mafter retire hfrnrclfe (- as you fee it is defired 
here) 1 Will (by Godsgface)runnt fuch hazard andiortune as may befall 
me, by behrgyotrf Lor dihips onely 5 <«o Which my minde, my liking, and 
the honour I have to be your Lorafliips Kinfeman, and will co honour 
and doe what good office I can to your Lordfhip, do carry me 5 and if (b 
I can ferve your Lordfhiptoany goodufein any thing you have to doe, 
it is all I crave : for the prefent let me bee bold to aske your Lordfhips 
fnmdeknd difpofitioti concerning this fetter, wbat-you thinke rightly «d>- 
fftOnifhed, ana what you intend about the profeeution or amendmgof 
every point in it? ^ 

DHconrTc Before Wfc cotneto this /faid my Lord) let meederoand a question of 

w^fraits ? ou fend heafeyour judgement an a point which bath giwyty per- 
Semwn. w plexed me.-you remember tht femton preached atLinlithgowJby Mafter 
Craig, whafcthinke youofit? I (remember youtold me you did not ful- 
ly like it : but I would heare you aeaine more particularly to lefreffa my 
memory,, becaufe it is greatly incident to this purpofe, and feems to cut 
flibf rail our a&ons. Foriif the cafeofall SubjeCH-cowl-rds tbeirPrin- 
' ces bfe fuch. What can we doe but depend on their pleafure ? The other 
(fmilinga litde) indeed my Lord/xsric is in our Provefbe) ft is4me to-suke 
the quefiwl for if youmuft depend on their;plea£uce, why -did younoc 

' cxpeft 
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expe&ittf asdftay iaBngland cill you wete recalled^ why cameyou un- 
ieskti foq t and* chat in, £uch a manner i what is become of your Proclajna- 
tions t and of all the fake reasons of it t you muft goe backe again, anfi 
recant all, and cry peccavie for thefe things. Oh, (faith my Lord)tbac 
is anocher quettion, for what we did in that, was dooe of neceffiti? for 
eur lives and effaces, and : to remove that violent) tyrannous ma^v,Wjho clle 
would have undone King, Counttey, and all : But; now chat he is remo- 
ved, and that neceffitie oaken away, it is another cafe* bow to dealf with 
our Prince, to whom we o,we fach obedience, be being amo/igft Kings, 

Who. are in the place- of 6,od, who. are called. Gods-, and to whom is dttf the ohtdf 
tme to God. But leaving the particular, let me heare you of the generaU, 

What you chinke of that Sermon, and of his. grounds 1 1 know there are 
others alio, that were not fatisfied with it, but I would hear? you. Ha- 
ving paufed a little, he answered ; L,oath am I my Lord, to. enter upon that 
taske of cenfuring any man, chiefly a Preacher .- I like better to difpute 
a point and difeufle a truth, without touching upon any maos perfon, fo 
farre as it can he avoyded. But feeing your Lordfhip drawee me to it: I 
confefle, wee all difclaime implicite faith, and thinke wee are reafonable 
ereatures, ape to weigh and confider mens rea foils, and yeeld affentto 
their opinions fo farre as they enforce, neither ought wee atherwayes to 
confent, nor can any reafonable man enforce himfelfe to. aflent, which 
makes me, in matter of confenting (chiefly in Religion ) tpdiflikeof 
conftraint : por I judge of others aslfinde myfelfe*, the world cannot 
. force mee, nay, I cannot force myfelfe to thinke otherwayes, then ray 
judgement allaweth of. But to your queftion, I am boro favourable to 
Princes, then massy btleeve, and to ^Monarches .* I account it a great and 
heavie charge, and burden, which hath need of great relisfe, and many 
comforts to recompense the pains thereof, and can permit much to a 
good Prince, yea, as much as he hiit)fel£e pfeafeth ; which will never bee 
more then is good and juft, chough jt wcrejall the effaces offus $ubje&$, , 
and the whole Countney to be guidedby himfeife alone, with as abfolute 
power as any 1 ever fpake of, and yet not thinke chat hee had an haires 
bredth of more power to doe hurt. But co the queftion we are op* your 
Lord (hip remembers the ground that Matter Craig did lay i yes (faith 
he)veryweU : It was thatpaflage ofthefla.Pfalme {God fits in theorem? 
hly of the Gods ) And what he built thereon <f x He built (faid he) obedience 
to Kings commandments and impunitje without .controulement $ your 
Lordflup remembers right, and repots thebeft. of his fpeech in the fairr 
eft termes ("Obedienceio Kings, Impiuurie to Kings 3 whereas bee faid OfObcd;- 
rpundly ^Obedience to Tyrints, Impunitie.to Tyrants^which two who 
confounds, doth great wrong to good Kiogs. But whether .wee call impurmk of 
them Tyrants, or Kings, which that Pfalmef peakes of. Who fp juiferres Tynno. 
thefe conclufions from thence, doth it without warrant from the text, 
the drift of which is clean contrary gsotroextoll or Ufwhera up, but to 
abate their pride, and. to humble them *, not to fecute them,but to terrific 
them^not to exempt them from death ( the lot of atfaer men) but to fee 
themkpowithat they are fubje& to it as well as others, and to threaten 
them therewith. Wherefore fet mai build up Power and impunitieto 
• V Tyrant? 
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Tyrants upon what other place of Scripture they pleafe, I date affirme 
that this place is moft unfit for it. For here there is never a word offObe- 
diencc] never a word of flmpurtitiej but by the contrary of fpunifh- 
ment.3 Oh, ! but it faith [I have /aid ye are Gods :] True, but it faith 
alfo [ Neverthelejfe, youjhall die 3 which two being put together, the one 
ihewes them their duety, [ Dojufttce as God doth~$\z other threatneth pu- 
nifhment [ Tejha/I die if ye do it not. ]But they will fay, that this threatning ' 
isfirom God, and therefore God (indeed) may and will punifh, but man 
may not. I anfwer, the T ext makes no mention whether God will pu- 
ni(h them immediately, or by the hand of man : but however that be, the 
{cope of the Pfalmift is to humble them, and hee who from thence doth 
gather any Prerogative or impunitie to them, gathers that which is con- 
trary to the Text. Now to come to the particulars of the Sermon : To 
what ufe was it at that time to preach fObedience3 to Tyrants ? was it 
rtotfufficientto have preached QObcdience] to good Kings ? And to 
have fliowne his Majcfiy to be a good King (if he thought that any man 
doubted of that point) which was more honourable for his Majcftie, 
more befeeming a Preacher,more eafie to perfwade,then to roote out the 
inveterate opinion of the lawfulnes to refilxTyrants? Concerning his Ar- 
guments: i .Was the firft folid '[God fitteth in the afj'emhly of Gods'] therfore 
Tyrants fit in the feat of God .-though it were true, yetitfollowethnot: 
and it is even like to this, The King fits in the Affembly of the Lords, 
therefore the Lords fit in the Kings (eat. As on the contrary,: The King 
(being prefent)doth fit in his owne feat,and the Lords do rather fit in his 
(eat when he is abfent, then when he fits in the Affembly amongft them. 
Alfo (as I have faid) the prefence of God is there mentioned : not to au- 
thorise, but to controll them. Neither doth the Textinferrc, [There- 
fore obey them 3 there is no word of that there, but [Therefore they fhall 
die] Becaufe God fits and fees them, eyes them,and perceives the wrong 
they doe, and how theyabufe their power, which is a contrary illation 
to his, and farre more confonant to the Text. 2 . His fecond Argument 
was [The people of God are commanded to obey Nabuchodonozor, who was a 
Tyrant, therefore all T yrants fhould be obeyed .3 How hard an inference! 
Of a particular extraordinary, to gather a generall ordinary rule ! If wee 
allow of this kinde of arguing, it will bee replied : God commanded Jehu 
(a private man) to flay Achab (a Tyrant) therefore private men ought, or 
may flay Tyfants. 3 . His third [ David did not Jlay Sad, therefore no 
man fhould lay hands on a Tyrant 3 how loofe is it? from example or 
authorise, negative. 4 . But the fourth [God placed the Tyrant in that 
p lace, therefore no man may put him out of it, though his Tyranny hee never fo 
great] what doe you thinfce of it ? A mans goods are taken from him by 
■ a briggand, who doubts but God hath given them into the briggands 
.hands? But doth it therefore follow, that no man ( not the Magistrate) 
may take them from him againe, becaufe God hath put them into his 
hands ? yea,who knowes but God hath caft them into nis hands for that 
end, that they may bee taken out of his hands, and heepuniihed for it ? 
Befides, this inconvenient will alfo follow hereon: if an ufurper fhall 
once get himfelfe place in a Kingdome, no man (by this reafoning) may 
' ? ever 
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’ever diflpofleflfe him again, to repoflelTethe lawfull King -,becaufe (with- 
out all doubt) God hath placed him there. This were a maxi me very 
pre judiciall to liwfull and iightfull Kings. 5 The filth was a Simile 3 
'which all men know are ever lame, and doe halt foitte way •, yea thofe' 
which he ufe’d, are brought by others to provrthe contrary. 1. For^ 
even Children are fometimes made free from their Parents by the civill 
law Romane. 1. And Servants from their Matters, by Gods Law gi- 
ven to the Jewes * as, If his eye bee beaten out , let him got for his eye. 

' 3. Wives are divorced, and freed from their husbands , if tn&ifienti&ll 
knit and tie of matrimonie bee violated, and broken : why thehhiay not 
the tie we have to Tyrants be taken away /* If the Effentiall caufe of 0 - 
bedienCe ( the image Of God ) juftice ) be violated, andcaft offby the 
Tyrant , why may hot the obligation of obedience ceafe < And this for 
hifc Arguments^ which you lee how Frivolous and weakthey are. As for 
his conclufioh j[ CM enmity Hot put hand in Tyrants'] it can never be de- 
duced from his text : There is only one word, which leones to make for 
himf / (aid yt are gods~]b\st the next words fay phinly^Neverthelcfle ye fhall 
ifo,3whereby it is clear, that this appellation oKgods)is not given them t6 
free them from punilhment, but to put them in rninde of their duty-, which 
when they negle&j they loft the name, and are lyable to the punilhment. 
So that (according to his-owhe forme of reafonthg ) if it follow From 
hence , that becaufe God hath placed them in that place td dde juftice, 
therefore men lhould nOt take them out of it, though they prbveTy rants* 
it will follow farre better * God appoints them to die , becauft thty dbi 
not juftice^ therefore they mutt die , therefore men may make them diCj 
when they becOmeTyrints in ftead of being gods. Which kind of reafon- 
irtg if he think*hot to be good, then mutt he quit his own reafon,and leave 
this palTage, as neither making for him, not againft him neither exempt 1 
ingthem from punilhment (in calling them gods , which fhowejs but 
what they ough* tobeo^’dutte ) ndryet givin^^jifrflft i^jBaHtl for 
men to flay them, In this ftthef W6M x fe Which fliO'wes bridy 

what God Will doe in his juftice. Heilledged (as others alfo doe in this 
caufe) that the thing Which moved him to broach this conclufion, waS, 
becauft that if a liberty to kill > or dllbbey Tyrants be granted unto men, 
then good KingS (hall not be obeyed, nOr fure of their owne lives , be- 
caufe feditious of ambitious men (of which there are enow) will call a 
good King a Tyrant. But your Lordlhip may confider the futilitieof 
that pretext* for by the fame reafon all lawes are taken a way, and all puf 
nilhment of vice and wickednelle. For where the law otdaines theeveS 
to be pufiilhed > an unjuft Judge may call an hOnfeft man a thefefe* and if 
we allow blafpheltiie to be putiilhed, a jezabel will fittde meartCs to caufe 
Naboth be accounted a blafphemer * and if We fufler fedition to be 
pUrtlfhed, Tyrants Will call a good Patriot, a feditioiis felloV* fteC admo- 
nitions, treafon * and ahy Word of liberty, rebejlidn. J&allthetefore ft 1 
dition be un punilhed < fhall theft < iliall blafphemie K And certainly 
there is more danger , and it comes oftner to paflfe y that i T y rant lhould 
Call an honeft man feditious, then it is found that fubje&s cilia good Kihj* 
a Tyrant,. The people fuffer much f what by cdftome, 'what through i 

» naturall 
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naturall inclination and love toward their Princes) and beare with' many 
great faults, and feldome come to rife np againft him,but when the injury 
is intolerable. And you (hall finde ( when you pleafe to trie it) that they 
have comported more and oftner with wicked Princes , then ever they 
have made infur region againft good ones ; nay, then they have made w- 
gainft the wicked , unlefle their wickednefTe hath beene extreme enor- 
mous and pernicious. Yea, I doubt whether any can finde an example of 
infurre&ion againft any tnat was good , nay, againft any tolerably wio 
ked r whereas of the other fide , many honeft men have beene oppreft, 
and put to death by Tyrants upon fmall or no occafion, upon afolged 
accufation, lie, or calumnie. Wherefore it is a foolilh and ridiculous pre- 
text, to maintaine Obedience,and the Impunitie of Tyrants, that fo good 
Kings may be obeyed, and lecured. : as if a man fhould plead for impuni- 
tie to harlots , that fo honeft matrons may be fecur?d. All is but folly, 
for there is but one way to fecure honeft women , which is to avoyd 
whoriih faffiions; to fecure honeft and true men,to take heed they be not 
found breaking or digging through of houfes. And let agqod King be- 
ware and carefully avoid all tyrannicall a&ions. So (andpnely fo) /hall 
he be fure (if word and worke juftifie him ) and free from all feare of pu- 
nifhment from God or man. And thus much concerning your Lordmips 
queftion, what my opinion is of that Sermon. 

To {mu his ® ut ^ ee ‘ n S we are upon this fubje<ft , let me tell your Lordihip 

•bfuTcUty.' how men, while they labour to put a good face upon this matter, waver* 
ing betwixt flatterie of Princes, and truth of reafon received, and allow- 
ed by the common confeut of all men againft Tyrants , involve and in- 
tangle themfelves into many difficulties and abfurdities. Z will bring one 
inftance for all, and that is Bodinus (a Frenchman) in his booke De rejmk, 
lie a : f aine would he make even T yrants to be facred and inviolable , and 
perfwade that all obedience is due, and ought to be given them. And he 
concludes, that they are not to be touched by their lubjeds, but obeyed; 
whereof he gives this for his chiefc reafon, Becaufe their fubje&s have 
no jurifdidion, over them ? yet finding how bard it were to free them 
from all feare of puniflunent, he puts them into the hands of forrahje 
Kings, and.exhorts them to exterminate and root them out, commen- 
ding it as a laudable a&ion , by the imitation of Hcrcuks ., who travel- 
led through the world ( fayes he ) to deftjroy thefe Monfters , Tyrants-. 
Now let any man judge what good reafon can be given for denying that 
power to the Countrey it felfe ( upder the pretext, becaufe they have no 
jurifdi&ion) and to give it to a forrainer,who hath neither jnfereft nor ju- 
tifdi&ion over another Prince. And whether is there more danger in the 
* /edition of his Countrey people , then in the ambition of a ftranger 

Prince .< And which of them is likelieft to picke aquarrell againft hinr, 
and to call him a Tyrant , and feeke occafion to worke their owne par- 
ticular ends i Befides, what (hall be the part of the people in this cafe f 
Shall they fight againft this forrainer , who comes to cut off their Ty- 
rant/* Who then (hall come to relieve thofe from tyrannie, that will 
take armes for defence of the Tyrant ? Shall they joyne with him i 
Certainly in all reafon they ought to jpyne with him , feeing it is for 
, > their 
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their fakes that he under- takes the warre. But that is Rebellion ( if wee 
beleeve Bodintts. ) Shall they be neutrall, and fpe&acors ' Even that is 
difobedience. And yet the fame Bodtnus fayes, That T yrants are mon- 
fters- nowthereisnofocietie C farre leffe bond of obedience and lubje- 
ftion) with monfters. Yea, hee fayes. That there is no ibcietie with 
pirats. becaufe they break the Lawes of humane focictie •, and Tyrants 
break them much more. , This fame man in his D&monomania fayes, 

A Kina may become a Wolfe ; and that a great King in Ghrilten- 
dome was one when hee pleafed* I ask him then , Whether juch ^ 

King (hould bee obeyed , when hee is a W olfe < And if hee lhould 
eve? continue to bee fuch, without returning to bee a man , whether 
or not rauft hee bee ever obeyed in all things C Shall his facred Ma- 
ieftie bee reverenced ? And ( left hee (hould ftarve ) (hall hee bee fed 
with childrens flelh ( perhaps) becaufe hee will eat no other , or (at 
leaft ) becaufe hee likes that bell < Certainly, his reafon will inferre 
no lefle than that hee lhould. And if hee bee alhamed to affirme 
this, and will confelTe that it is lawfull to put fuch an one from 
his Kingdome , who hath put off humane nature , and can now no 
more guide a Kingdome : what fhall wee think of one, who ( though 
retaining the lhape of a man,) hath a wolvilh nature and difpofition, be- 
ing crueTlj wicked, licentious, and over-throwes all right and equine t 
And is not a Tyrant (for the like reaion) as worthie to bee deprived of 
that Kingdome, which hee cannot, or will not guide rightly , but de- 
ftroyes and makes havock of all i Certainly , the reafon is all one . 
for it is not the lhape (fo much ) of a Wolfe that men abhorre , as the 
wolvilh and ravenous nature and, difpofition. For fuppofe a good 
Kin^were ( contrary to his will ) transformed by Magicall incantation 
onely, into the lhape of a Wolfe , who did retaine his reafon , his 
fpecch, his wifedome, juftice, equitie, meekneffe , and all good Go- 
vernment , omitting nothing that belonged to a good Prince, men 
would not fo much abhorre, as pity him , and expeft till fome way 
were found how hee might recover his former lhape , and would 
(doubtleffe) preferre his humane nature , though in the lhape ot a 
Wolfe, to a wolvidi nature , though under the (hape of a man 5 
it being fatre more tolerable , and farre more advantageous tor 
the Common-wealth , whereof the good and fafetie is ever to 
bee refpeded and preferred in all things. And thus much tdr Bo- 

•.'.Ibs* will your Lordlhip beepleafed to hear what that great po&our Apot. tap** 
of the Lawes (a profeffed Patron of Princes , in his book which hee ^ — 
wrote of purpofe for their defence ) I mean Blackwood fayes concerning op mi-' 
this queftion' It is ( fayes hee) an abfurd thing to affirm, That a Pnn- on. 
ces commandement lhould or may be dif-obeyed. Yet if a Pnnce com- 
mand any thing that is unjuft, it muft not be obeyed.But howihall we 
do then i Even this, layes hee, when the commandement is tfnjult, 
we muft fuppofe that the commandement is not the Kings commande- 
ment : but either that it is, firft, fome fained and forged thing under 
his name; fecondly,or ftolrt from him at unawares; thirdly,or that being 
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H brillkd feme other waV,he didnot' take fieedtoio Fourthly, or fftat hfsr 
** hath been HI informed : Fifthly, or mif takenit : Sixthtyjonftarheeis 
<l mif-fedafld mif- Carried with fomepaflffcm orpl^udkre. So in the poke 
of controlling Princes, he cannot endate that the SaeredMajeftie, Gods 
Vice- gerent,lhoutd be cbnftrained or forced any way* that fcabftird and 
abominable^ Yetif he mif-goverrietheCouttctey, fo that the {Wee of 
(fie Common- weate bet in dinger , theblatne muftbeelaid on his will 
CourtfellouTs * thofethey may lay hands on, ind ate order with them* 
rtay, hang them ,if they pleafe , and place good men about hint , whole 
better advice he may follow. But by nOraeanes muft they touch of 
meddle with himfetfjh perfon. This opinion is fhch, that (tbeieeve ) 
hee agaihft whom ft^writes, hath not written any thing that ttiiy feenw 
more hard. For if we may call ftfe eomtnandements (when they are un* 
juft) ftolne,and fb dlf-obey them^wee are not bound to obey his unjaft 
Commahdements. Ahd if wee may Sake order wfch bis cowrielfours, 
who" will be his counfeUoor ? Obwh.owift execute his un juft will ? 
blay , how can fubjedfo do either bf ehefe tWO Without a manifeft con- 1 
trolling add forcing of him , Since .bee will dppofe and meerpretil} as 
done agaanft himftffe, and call ft Trtaifdh and ' Rebellion againft him c 
So thatln eft&,aH corttes to one. BCfldes-, tbfc way leaves that ground 
tf^which inch fo carefully pretend tb avdyd ) which is > to tatt all 
his commandemerits fiolne ( though they bee hfever fb dearly hk ) 
and albeit they bee never fb good' j‘ as alfo of calling bis CounfeU 
lours evil! , though they bee nbt TO. Whereby hee mates them 
Judges both of his 'Cbrnmanddnients itidCotwlellouts $ fb that 
they may call It ih^ueftion Whether they hee good or not ^ which 
doth brangte, and (indeed yovebtdme an tbdt abfolute power which 
he gave thefti before: ; ; • * •' 
twill nbf Oftilt herfe tb tell ybor tbhjlhip Of atftJHWr diftindioft that 
fomedle agaihft unliWftyl commandemferits r They'granttHac we fhotrid 
hot givethefn A&rve <)bediente, that5s, that We mbuld hot do She thing 
commanded, but that We muftycfeld Painvle obfctiiertte that te , Suffer 
What panifliment tjife PtinCelhall be pleifed to layilpoflOS forrOiftreftU- 
ting to do \vhathe corriminds, whethet it beapfcrisrttarie mill'd , imprt- 
foftment,or death it fel^ : r But ifthis.be lightly Weighed iathd baltmce 
of fealpn,' ifthe cOrnmaudement bfe dnlaWrall,' the puniftiment inhi&ed 
For refulmg to obey it ,ls al fo unlawfuliiabd the cbmmkndirig ofnstoun^ 
der-go that punilhment, is likewise uplawfull, Therefore there is no 
neceTsitie ct obedience to that commhnd /.'eccotding to Vtkclmtods 
rule-, for ft is ftotth i eicfri l gS', it isftoIAe.' Thdrefete ft a Tyrant com-* 
inand a thing untawfldl, Uriderthe paih Of payihga : lhmine'Ctf'motrty s » 
man is nd more boujidto pay the money j thankee ik *0- obey t)hfe eotfl-i 
mandemenf-, forbdthateimlawfuflr Farfeleffif’fS'He bound- tofabtrH 
himfelf to a COrpoirall ptiiiHhmeht, OrtOiky dbwbftlsbfeioftoefiftrift* 
to prifphjWhichtakeS a Way his ffbertie,aS xretchtb'hilhfiShiS life,aiiddoth 
.oftentimes endanger bbth his Hfe and goods ^yibttfetjtiew^.lF^l'Iljw 
— _ ;d Ai.«. Mutu ^-S ol fri^lndbhfeienee<Ohrfder-gO 

What 
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What hee is to do when he cannot efchue thefe things , is not a cafe of 
duty, but of prudencie : for that fame queftion will come to bee confi- 
dered,when a man hath to do with a Robber (to whom he owes no ob- 
ligation of obedience ) if hee bee not able to refill him , how farre hee 
lhall yeeld to him.Let us put the cafe then, That a Tyrant wouldf for our 
dif-obeying of his unlawful! commands ) invade us his fubjedts by 
Armes^wee are not fo bound to him , but wee may avoide the blow; 
nayrthe fubjedl ( in this cafe) may warde the blow, and put by his Prin- 
ces Weapon, he may hold his hands ( if it be neceflary) and if hee can- 
not otherwayes fave himfelf. And what will thefe that Hand for Paf- 
five Obedience anfwer to thofc that fuppofe this cafe : That the Prince 
and his fubjeds were in a (hip, and the Prince (hould command a lcake to 
be made in the lhip,by which the water might come in, and drown both 
them and himfelf i They will ( perhaps ) fay, that they would not do 
k, although he Ihould command it. But would they give him a Pafsive 
Obedience i Would they fuffer him to kill them for *their refufall i 
Would the~y give him leave and way to doit i Or would they fet a- 
fide fuch ceremonie, and Bay him from it calmely f Put the Augre or 
Wimble out of the way, or keep it frotn him < Hold his hands 5 or ( if 
there were need)even bindc him rather < fo to fave themfelves and him. 
Which ifit be right and lawfull to do for preferving a private lhip, what 
fliall be faid of the Bark of the Com mon- wealth ( I pray you) if a Tyrant 
do fuch things , which will call it into danger of drowning and lhip- 
wrack i 

Now the ground of all this * e< Firft, (That tyrants mull bee obeyed 5 
u Secondly, that they mull not be controlled, nor refilled, but get ever a 
“ Palsive Obedience* Thirdly, that they mull nowayes bee deprived, 
* c and farre lefle touched in their pertons ) is in this C forfooth ) That 
“ they are Gods * which name (as they alledge ) inferres all thele, Obe- 
dience,not refinance, not depriving,&c. And indeed ( to bee God ) 
carries more with it * it imports both Adlive and Pafsive Obedience to 
whatfoeverhe commands without exception, to kill his tonne with 
Xsibrabam-, for each man to kill his brother ,as the Levites did. But how 
farre thefe (called) Gods, come Ihort of that priviledge ( notwithftan- 
dingof the name ) I have faid before : and therefore this appellation will 
not import any of the reft by any neceflary confequence, no more than ic 
"doth abfolute Adlive Obedience. Neither are Princes there compared to 
G O D,becaufe of equall foveraignity or obedience due to them , but 
becaufe of the likenefle of the a&ion, and to warne them to imitate him 
in juftice. And to draw an argument from a Comparifon of things , to 
prove an equality in them, in that wherein they are not matched or com- 
pared, is againfl the law of Similies,or Companions. Secondly, thole 
who difpute in this fort, fpeakonely of abfolute Monarchs (as they call 
them) but the name of £Gods 3 is not oncly given to abfolute Monarchs. 
It is given to the Judges of Ifrael before they had Kings : & the.T urks ufe 
(at this day) when they go to law, this phrale. Let us go to God : by 
which they mean, not their abfolute Monarch, the Emperour , but any 
ioferiour Judge, even the loweft and meaneft, as (no queftion ) even a 

Til % ' Sheriffs 
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Sherifles depute, or % Barons Bailiffs fit in the place of God, when they 
fit to dojuftice betwixt parties $ yet no man for that doth attribute ablo- 
lute power to them. 

Behold the ground of your Lord (hips caufe, and of this fo worthy an 
aftion done by you } to your perpetuall honour , of rare memory and ex- 
ample in any age: lo what you have been •, not contemplating and dis- 
puting in the Schoolcs , butpraftifing in the Common- wealth- For 
if it be not lawfull to difobey the command of Princes ( even of lawful! 
and borne Princes ) in any cafe, then is this that you have done, very un- 
lawfull. If it be a wrong to eontroll their wills , then muft this your 
fad be condemned as wrong. If it bee not lawfull to remove from 
them wicked Counfellours and inftruments of iniquitie , then is this 
your ad altogether un juft, enormous, unlawfulland treacherous. Buc 
the world acknowledges, all men aflent , and the Prince himfclfe con- 
feffes, thaf you have happily atchieved a worthie worke , m freeing 
your King from the jawes of theft: wolves and lions , who devoured the 
Realme, and polluted his name and fame •, that you have reftored him 
to his honour, and that high expedition of him to his Countrey, and to 
the Church of God throughout the whole world. 

There refts onely this exception and doubt in mens mindes, whether 
or not this hath been your airne ( in very deed \ and the true (cope and 
end of your enterprife-, or if this bee but mciaetH and adventitious to 
your own particular defignes. For-it is fore , your particular was joy- 
tied with it * but that is no fault : yea, I account him happy , whole loe 
•jeyncs his eftate with an honed cauft, fo that they mnft ftaad or fell to- 
gether $ or whole minde and ref oiution cafts him upon it. But k is 
of great weight , and makes a . great difference, when the caufe is our 
end , and four particular but accefforie , or concrarily) when our particu- 
lar is the maine motive , and the commoncaufe buc a by end , and em- 
braced only to advance our particular. Y our Proclamation ( or Declarati- 
on ) which ye pubUfhed , I peaks much of the publick caufe and com- 
mon- weale* but you may perceive what men think ( how your afti- 
ons and doings fincedo not an Pwer thereto ) by this Letter. For they - 
are begun to think, that howfoever you pretended the publick, yet your 
intention was fixed onely on your own particular-, becaufe you have done 
nothing for the Church or Countrey , and hath fettled your own par- 
ticular. And it is obferved , That of all the Parliaments that were ever* 
held in this Countrey , this laft ( held fince you came home) is it , in- 
which alone there is no mention of the Church , either in the beginning' 
thereof ( as in all others there is ) or elfewhere throughout. This- 
ncgleftof the (late of the Church and Countrey , as it is a blemiftv 
qf your (aft , obfeuring the beauty and luftre of it * (o is it accounted* 
an errour in policie anacivill prudencie , by (b doing , to divide and 2 
feparate your particular from the common caufe of the Church and 
Countrey which as it hath been the tneane of your particular refti- 
tution,fo is it the onely meane to maintain you in this effate,andcomake . 
it fure and firme. 

* Hce having thus fpoken ,.the Earle of Angus anfweied , I know 

“ that 

f 
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xt that queftion ftartds yetundecidfed betvrifct thofe that ftand for Ty- 
“ rants > and thofe that ate againft them , aVid is difputed by LAw- 
tC yen on both tides $ as what is riot 'diffused and called irt que- 
** flion by them < Iifcealfo there hath btfedtoritihuall practice ofboth 
** wayes * and the practice hath been allowed or disallowed Accor- 
c< ding to the fuccefle ^The Nobility dilling it Tyranny And mif-govern- 
fi ment , and the Prince callings the conttollihg of him , Sedition , Re- 
bellion , Treafon. But it £>o<ftor Bidchmd fity that which ybii 
‘‘ fay , hee touches the point Very right , and the faihioh 6F Our 
** Countrey , whofe Ordinary cuftome hath ever been fuch , to take 
a order with wkked Counfellours , carrying all refpe& to the Prince, 
“and as much reverence as ever any Nation did. Yet that begin- 
ning with the Counfellours drew many at fait by nttfcffity to betake 
themfelves directly to their Prince himfelf , when hee Would needs 
cfpoufe their quarrell , and either to ptotfc(ft and miintaihe them , or 
to revenge them. So that if Btick&odd fay that it is laWfull to pu- 
niib wicked Counfellours , he muff cofffdie alfb, that it is lawful! to 
controll Kings. Neither is hee aware that in fo flying , hee makes 
the Nobility ( or EftAtes ) Jfadges to difcerri Whether the Counfel- 
lours bee wicked or not $ and whether their proceedings bee for 
the good of the Countrey , Which he will dlfedge they are $ and thar 
both themfelves are good fervants , and their flrvice good and pro- 
fitable to him and the Countrey $ and thefe actions which they do , and 
the counfell which they give, that they do them as his ftrvantsy and by' 
Bisdire&ion, as Counfellours adVimfg and propounding things , not 
prefcribingor enjoyning $ and therefore Whit is done again# them, 
is not done again# them , but again# him •, and that they are not wick- 
ed, but good and faithful! men. Now the cafe (landing thu$,to Whom-' 
foever he alio wes the power ro put order to them as wicked , hee al- 
lowed them alfo power to cOgnofCe of them AS wicked , to af 
them as wicked* and that contfaty* fd the jbefeemem i of thtir PrirtCd 
who will never judge them fuch. Antf indeed, unlefle it be fo, when' 
wicked men (halt winde themfelves in' about a Prince , andabufe hiS 
name *or pervert his minde,Hbw fhall the Prince be prderved < How 
fhall the Countrey , the State , Religion, Eawes, Order , and particular 
mens eftates be faved from ruine ? As hath been profitably and necef- 
flrily pra&ifed ( divers times before ) inthis Kingdome * and of late by 
us upon a flat neceflity for his own good, and the good of the Couritrey. 
u And for my own part ( I will aflfwter foroite , and can anfWer but for 
“ onej his good did as much move me tO thatcourfe , asany private ' 
“ intereft of my own : and I ftill fhall as much regard it ( by GOD S 
. “grace ) fo long a6 this weak life is in my body, t know not how fortri" 
“ that will be , and who lives longeft , lives but a fhort time 5 and 1 
<c account not that hee lives , who lives' Ofld^ tb live this life , or to " 
<l enjoy any thing that is in if. This teflon 1 have learned fubftanri- 
“ ally ( fo my GOD hath •fchbofcd me") and I fpeaikit toyOu feri-' 
“ oufly , knowing to whom I fpeik. Neither ihall ever any endeavour' 

“ of mine have any particular for the laft end of it. That all is not' 

fo 
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“ fo well done and fo clearly to the (atisfa&ion of the Miniftery , and 
“ all honeftly affe&ed , it grieves me as much as any , and I am not igrio- 
“ rant that thefe inconvenicnts follow thereupon. That we undergo the 
* c dander of refpeding our particular , Of carelefnefle of the Church 
“ and Countrcy •, as though all our fpeeches and Proclamations tending 
<c that way , had been but pretexts , and chat if ever any fuch bufinefte 
“ (hould fall out again , our credit will not be lo great. Yet ( not for 
** thefe caufes , but forthe well doing it (elf ) my defire is. That every 
5 ‘ thing be rightly done , becaufe it is right fo to doe. But what can 
“ I help it < I am but one of the (ociety , neither can I perfwade my 
‘‘ aflociats to do otherwayes , nor am I able to compell them , nor 
were it fit I (hould , it not being the Law of a fociety to doe fo 5 but 
“to do all with commune content , and to obtaine what may bee ob* 
Ct tained by a fair way , but to go no further. Otherwayes it would 
“ quickly diflolve into divers fa&ions amongft our felveS , and make 
(ome of us joync with others to the overthrow of us all : which 
“if ever it come to pafle , it (hall never be through any occafion front 
“ me. Men think ( I know ) that my place is a principall one, yet it is 
“ but the place of one », neither is it fo principall, but that there is as prin- 
<c cipall as it , equall to it , or (perhaps ; beyond it, in refped of proxini- 
“ tie to the Kingdome , if it ihoula fall out fo , which GOD for- 
bid it (hould. For no King ( you know ) can ever bee (o neare 
“ to mee , and therefore there is none whom I (hould or will affe<5f 
“ fo much. And this is it that carries it away from me , and gives 
“ them no little advantage : The Lord Hamilton being next the 
“ Crowne , is guided by the Matter of Glames : and the Matter de- 
“ lights to bee deep in his counfels , and pleafeth himfelf in this form 
“ of managing affaires , which you fee is now ufed. I have many 
“times told him ( and others al(o ) my opinion , but cannot bring 
“them to it. If I (hould take a courfe to cro(Te and force them, 
“How dangerous were it ? Yea , what concurrence or aifittance 
“ (hould I have f Or , ofwhofe friendfhip could I a (Ture my (elf i 
“ Maxwell , you know what his refpe&s are : and what Religion he is 
“of. I can never forget the Watch-word he gave at Fawkirk, whereby 
“ he did plainly profefle his difpofition to fuperttition , Saint Andrew 
“was it. And who', knowes what intention he hath to retain the title 
“ of the Earle of Morton. As for your Chief ( the Lord Hume ) dare 
“we think better of him * My brother-in-law ( the Earle Bothwell ) 
c< how uncertain is hee i What ado had I to retaine him at Fawkirk i ' 
“ And what trouble have I (fill to keep him in good order < There is 
“onelyone , v of whole ftedfaftnelfe and friendship I dare a(fure my 
“ (elf, as much as of my felf , who is loving , faithfull and conftant , and 
“that is the Earle of Marre ; yet hee hath been fo totted with troubles 
« already , that he is loath to intangle himfelf a new , if it can be avoided ’ 
“anyway. And why (hould not I be as loath to put him to any ha- 
zard , or to occafion any trouble td him, contrary to his difpofition f 
“GOD forbid } but that 1 (hould r bee as carefull ofhim as hee is of 
lumlelf. 

“And 
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. deeming their pfoceedinfc* * «s I do not approve them alto- 

J»‘ gether, fo daralnot comftiiinrihem altogether . Wee. have to dofe 
« with ourPrirtce *, whatftouM we not doe to gain hito by all faire and 
Gemfe-rrreanes ? Wee aughtnot toofotfe orthrall his. will , bot.ro 
*‘ , drawit eafily to a better temper -aAdnqt fo much oppofe him , as 
« by complying with his inclinanon -a little , to winde him from that 
Ct 'irf way and courlehee bath' been* ft© upon. He defires tobeeat 
“liberty, and to bee known* to- We, fa, and it approves and jufti- 
fies our proceedings co have U fa s anchcftifas to him and, tache 
world our love and obedience } J Mdf what our injuries have been 
from rhe beginning toward him, ■ Bee proraifeth not to with- 
“ draw himfelf from us, to iovne with others 5 our trufting of his 
« promife will deferve that hW iHcwltt codtibue With us , and will 
“game his affe&ion , winch is *fi*drftodd than a guard placed a, 
* r Kut him- Which would entertain* m«i*ati Oifpition , andmovehim 
“to feeler mean** of freeing himftlf from m : and hardly could any 
“ guard bCe fo kept , but that one fet td efcape, might find? a way 
“for ft. not to fpeak of the charges tHi were required to ensertaine 
“it. Neither need wee to feare much , though 'hoe had a minde to 
“fbrfakeus • for wee know who would or could bee our panic, 
“and what forces they hdVd. That- there are fome fuffered to re* 
“ maine about him , who- are no good friends to us , nay,wfaobavp 
u been evill inftttmients'Sgatnft us , proceeds from ©he lame ground: 
“ for it is done, that himfelf and others may fee Ws liberty , and 
“ what cOhfldence wc6 have m him. That the ftate of the Mmi- 
“ ftCry is hot brought to that point which we wifti : wee cannot 
“get it done fuddenly , except weewill plainly and dite&ly enforce 
“his will' .- and how many would agree or concurre to that f But 
“ wee hope to work' it’ with his ownc confeic in time : for the 

*irtd eafii cdimhemcht l^rrhptHbningi' ^1* tbe mean u»e, they have 
“ leafurc to ittfdrmehim ; dhdhee' of himfelf will be weaned wtthiuda 
“ COfitinhillb^ofmon iand will give way to fettle foch a courfeasthcjr 
**&fcre - and To It wffl be better andmore durable , thanifitlbodd 

^doW bee &forted torn fern by aty ftfow of compulfion. Theft 
i - . i ! i/ /L/4U t4njnir thcmielvcs v^ry .wile 

be notib framed , as 
knovues not what then: 


* afraidto wantf he ainroircr or 

* WCe tholid J hffattift^db 1 fey * 
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“than fuffer all to go to Wrack. You may happly* think that yoii 
“ have much to fay againft this : but ( as I laid before ) though I 
“approve not all, yet I do not condemne all * to I fay now , though 
“ I report all , yet I doe not approve of all * and doe confefle that wee 
“ thould doe much more , and it were better if wee could agree to 
“it , and bee all of one minde. Yet this is the wifedome of out 
“ deepeft and profounded Politicians > whom I am refolved not to 
“erode nor prefle any more , but to take my hazard amongft the 
“ reft •, and I doe hope, GOD will provide for me as well as for 
“ them , and that my part lhall bee as well known every way to honed 
* e men* And therefore we will have no more obje&ions nor reafoning at 
“this time. 

Well, my Lord ( (aid the other ) it lhall bee to then * Wee lhall rea- 
fon no more of this Subjedt. Indeed your Lordthips part is bed interpre- 
ted , fave that they think that your authority thould be of greater moment 
( as you may fee by this Letter ) and that you thould rather go be- 
fore all, than follow any. This one thing give me leave to remem- 
ber concerning the King* Hee is the mod apparent indrument that 
is in Europe ( and fo in the world ) of whom wee can expedfc 
greated good and comfort to the Church of G O D * is being the 
onely King that hath been bred in the purity andfincerity of lleligi- 
gion , and therefore of great expectation* and becaufe of this expedi- 
tion , greatly favoured arid beloved of all true Profcffours of Religion 
every where : He is of a great fpirit , ingine, wit , judgement , and lear- 
ning. Great pity therefore it were, that fuch an one thould belod , ei- 
ther through corruption creeping into his own minde * orbythepoy- 
fonable fuggeftions of others. You doe therefore exceeding well to 
cheriih him calmly , and to entreat him gently ; and deale with him in an 
humble and fubmide manner * which is the way to tame and gairie even 
wilde-beads that are without reafon* farce more is it like to prevaile with 
reafonable men * and mod of all with Princes , who in refpeft of the 
height of their place, are not to be violently thralled or enforced, which 
Were the way to fpoyle them.as they write of Alexanders horfe Bueepha? 
1st* , whom Philips riders.could not manage br pver- matter by force of 
bitor bridle, but K^ilixafidtr by ftroking and making much of him, made 
him manageable. Arid if ever you intend any worthy or great enterr 
prite in this Countity or in Europe , behold ^he mean , ufe it Wifely, and 
the LORD of Heaven give tuccetle. But this (I hope) taav be fug- . 
geded to your confideration,that you. would weigh with yOur felves,aqd 
fee whether or not this obfequioumelfe ( fo to term it) be the onely mean 
to be ufed toward him,fmoothing all, and allowing all* never mentioning 
the abules that have been, and yet are intbis (jountrey * or if it be not fit 
alto to remondrate freely ( though reverently ) what hath been, of ( per- 
haps ) yet isamiffe m Religiorrand the common-weaith. , in fOnic fuch 
forme as is fet down here in the end of this Letter < And whether it bee 
fit or tolerable for the gaining of him to a right courtc that fuch men as 
have no good meaning, have his care, ana Jfcjee his mod intiihate and 
inward Coanccllours. Now I feare mee greatly that the ribeane 
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by which they have perverted all, and which maybe (lillufbd to pen- 

vert all , and whereby they have gained moft upon his tender age , is 
the eye he hath to our neighbour Kingdome of England , upon which 
his minde is greatly fet , and to which ( no queftion ) he hath the right 
of fucccflion j yet hath he need of afliftance to obtaine the pofleflion 
thereof. And they perfwade him ( as hee may alio thinke of him- 
felfe ) that this cannot be done without hclpe from the Papifts in Eng- 
land, France, Spaine, Italie, and from Rome it felfe; and that the way 
to make them to be for him, is to put them in hope of him,by(perhaps)a 

f >refent toleration, countenancing, cherilhing, and advancing of their Re- 
igion. And this (he may thinke) cannot ftand with the puritie of Difci- 
pline, and Government of our Church, which may make him the more 
averfe, and hardly affedted toward it, and thinke it fit to curbe it , and fo 
the more to encline to Epifcopacie * by which as he fliall more pleafe 
the Statefmen of England , fo fliall he be able the more to reftraine our 
Preachers, and their freedomc of fpeech, and the more freely deale and 
trafficke with Papifts, and fo make ufe of all forts of people, becaufe he 
may thinke all forts neceflary for his ends , whereas ( indeed ) none of 
thefe are of great confequence. For Papifts that are without the Coun- 
trey (as France or Spaine ) will never in their hearts wifli him to be King 
of England. France for his nearnefle to them will not defire that he be 
fo great, in refpedf of his claime to their owne Countrey , and becaufe 
fo the league with Scotland will fall , and they fliall want the afliftance 
of the Scots againft that title. Spaine pretends a title themfelves, which 
the Papifts in England will rather fet forward then hinder. Such Pa- 
pifts as arc within the Ifland are of fmall force, and almoft of none yet 
in Scotland , and not fo many in England as to counterpoife the Prote- 
lfants. Bifhops there ftand by the State, not the State by them ; men of 
meane birth, no great riches, lefle following, attendance, or friendfliip ♦ 
cafie to be framed to what courfe he pleafeth, their life-time being refer- 
ved, or without condition.Thofe that feek Reformation are the ftrength 
of that Countrey , and certainly the wifeft in it , of greateft power by 
the peoples favour , and credit in Parliament , and every where. Your 
Lordfliip hath feene the lettterdi reded to you all from fome of them, 
containing their judgement , not to be contemned : gaine thefe , gaine 
that Countrey. This ( as it is the truth ) would be imprinted in his 
minde by fuch perfons and meanes as are fit , and others removed, who 
perfwade him othcrwife , and his Majeftie made to know, that by 
blending and mingling of Religions , or by profefling , or feeming 
to favour and incline to a contrary Religion , hee cannot attaine to 
that Kingdome. That hee is happy in this , that the profefling 
and advancing of the true Religion is moft profitable for his ho- 
nour , and profperous cftatc in the world , and the beft meane to 

E referve his owne, and to attaine another Kingdome. Neither doth 
ee ftand in need of any baftard, or fpurious policie , or farre fought, 
profane , or wicked courfe * a plaine and fincere uprightnefle , in 
maintaining juftice , pietie and religion in this his prefenc Kingdome, 
will ferve his turne * and the more ferioufly , fully , and exadily 
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that he obferve arid follow this way , itwUl ittereafehis credit arid re- 
putation fo much the more there , and facilitate hisckfignes. And 
this is that which will moft throughly joyne hhn<o yourLotdftwp , ad 
the opinion of the contrarie is the moft efie&uoSL meane that-evec 
they can ufe to dif- joyne him from you* From the feme ground at a*> 
riles to be confidered, whether it be fit tofaflfer his Majeffie and this 
Minifterie to bee ac fuch variance , they finding fault with feint <, and 
he committing and confining them * amd if it not to befearodthoe 

k beget in him a loathing of them, and in them -and 'the Cofritrey 
a wearineffe of him : And whether: < therefore) ie were not better to - 
interpofe your credit to informe him freely and truly ^ theft- thus' to 
looke through your fingers ( as weefpeake ) and behold things.and 
onely now and then procure fome little reliefs to them ; whkhrforrtieof 
dealing rather fofters die rancour, then remedies ic, feeing theKinggets 
not the thanks of it himldfe. * r- t . .. 


Certairiely if I were a Politician , an ill xflfe&ed Statesman, and 
had a defire to make way for another intrant , I wontd cakSe this 
courfe to incenfe him, and irritate him againft the: Minifterie r chat 
hee might commit them } or at leaft feed and' fetter his ditpofition 
herein , that fo hee might bee broaght to loathe them , and to bee 
loathed of them , and fo takeaway chat great expe&atian riwn had 
of his Religion , and their love to him for it : I would feparaoe an$l 
divide him from fuch , arid fuch from him Y theft bring' him 1 to a 
neutralitie in Religion * then to countenance men of contrary Reli* 
gion 5 then ftirre fufpitions on each fide * then alienation woqW fob 
low 5 and what not < But as 1 am , out of my poors aflwftion to* 
ward his. Majcftie , I doe wifh that thefe occasions were taken a* 
way. I wifh ( I fay ) that your Lordftup fee to it, as yon would 
have things right, ana out of that minde you fpafce of y which wa$ 
that you have the honour to bee nearer in kirme to him ,' (hen to 
any King that can come after him howbeac your Lordfhip is in the 
fame degree of kindred- with the next apparent my Lora Jitmmtb- 
touns children. Bat you- dcfiie no change, I know , and that it may 
continue in the prefent race , as I am perf waded that timmhom 
himfelfe hsich no other mifldet yet the matter is worthy your Lord* 
fhips cortfideratioh , fo much the more , as ye have had experience 
how farre evill company abouc him hath had power alreadie to make 
things goc< on. I leave ic, and reft , as having no part or particular favt 
onely to with well , and to follow, as your Lordfhip goes before. 
In the meahe time I have alfo here a note ( of a fheet of paper or t wo) 
concerning the abides in the Church and Common- wealth , fent to 
me by matter J-atnti Melvin , to be (I know) imparttdto your Lordfhip? 
you mayday it by you, and reade it when you have leafure , for your 
remembrance. . , • r 


This hee toofce ? and having fead a little of it , witb a deepe 
figh , ( which exprefled the inward paffion of his heart )' God 
knowes my part ( feyes hee ) I fhall negl e6t nothing that is po£- 
ftble for mee to doe $ and -would to God -the- King knew my 
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heart, how I am affe&ed to his welfare , and would give eate to nlee» 

- But,&c. 

Manytimes was hee moft earneftly dealt with to takt more upon 
him , to frequent the Court more , and to make his refidence at it •, e- 
fpecially by Sir Lewis Sa&andine. His pretext was the common caufe, 
and the good of it *, but it proceeded from a particular betwixt him and 
matter tfohn <jMete1lane , then Secretarie , who had crofled him in fome 
fuite hee had concerning Orkney, and drawne the halfe of it to his owne 
ufe. For which caufe hee endeavoured to employ the fame Gentleman 
to have perfwaded my Lord to that purpofe : but he knowing both my 
Lords inabilitie of body , and averfenefle of minde , told him fincere- 
ly and plainly which way my Lord was inclined $ and that his difpofiti- 
on was not to be drawn by any man farther then he thought fit, out of 
his owne difeourfe of reafon. And for his owne part, hee was to fol- 
low his Lordfhip, and not to goe before him, or preferibe him what he 
fhould doe. Sir Lewis grieved very much hereat , having beene fami- 
liar with him of old , and complained to his friends, that the Earle of 
Angus was too flow , and that he had one with him that was as flow as 
himfelfe. 

Not long after , the infirmitie of his body increafing , and his 
ttrength and health decreafing , he was feldome able to come to Court, 
anct could not ttay long at it when he did come.I finde (in a note of thole 
times ) that at the Parliament holdenin Edinburgh 1587. (in June ) 
there was fome difpute betwixt the Earle of Angus , and Matter of 
Glames. But I remember no fuch thing, neither doe I know how 
there could bee any publicke diflention ( either in this, or any a* 
v ther thing ) howbeit they differed in judgement concerning the gui- ' 
ding of State affaires, yet I fee not how that could come to any publicke 
contention. 


His aflociates propounded to him to accept the Office of Chan- TheCfan- 
cellour , which had beene vacant ever fince the removing of ^ames 
Stuart. This hee did familiarly impart to the former Gentleman , and gu»T *° 
asked his opinion therein. Hee anfwered plainly , That it was indeed 
the moft fit place for him , as being the moft honourable Office in the 
Kingdome, by which he might doe moft good offices to his Countrey* 
in Councell,Seffion, and elfe where •, and that by that occafion it brought 

f reat dcpendance , and many followers : That it had beene before in the 
ands of his Predeceflours, as of Earle Archbald the firft ( called Sell the 


Cat ) and of late in the Earle of Mortons , before he was Regent. Hee 
anfwered, that it required skill in the lawes, and more learning then hee 
had. It was replied , that (in very deed ) much learning was not ab- 
folutely ncceflary * that it was not knowne what learning ^yirch- 
hald the firft had, and it is not likely that hee had much. But it was 
well knowne that the Earle of Morton had very little, or none at all to 
fpeake of, not fo much in the Latine tongue as he himfelfe had $ and yet 
hee had difeharged the Office with credit. A natural! judgement to con- 
ceive and refume the queftion, and the reafons of each fide 4s more need- 
full in a Chancellour then learning , .his part being properly to doe that, 
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450 Of Archbald the third of that name , 

whereas-the decifiotv feldome hangs upon. his vote. O r if k co^je to thac^ 
learning does not alwayes the turne , knowledge of the cuftomes of the 
Counuey is more reqoifke r and is onely required in Councell. As for 
the Seffion bufinefle, the Prefident does commonly fupply the Chancel* 
lours roome. Befides, feeing that ordinarily the queftion is nor ended ac 
the firft hearing , what is difficult may be advifed, and tofTed by whota 
your LotdfWp pleafeth , before the next hearing. And although you 
flnde not that full (ufficiencie for the prefent, which you could wifla l yec . 
time and cuftome will bring experience , and experience beget know* 
ledge. And this is faid to have beene obferved of the Earle of Morton, 
that having beene rude enough at firft , he became afterward very skil- 
ful 1 , and as able and fufficient as any man in the Kingdome : and 
therefore your Lordfbip needs not to diftruft or diffideyour felfe in the 
like cafe. Well(faies my Lord)l know not what dexteritie either of them 
hath had : and as for the Earle of Morton , though he wanted Letters, 
yet hee was of a Angular judgement, and rare wifedome, fcarce to 
be matched by any in this age. But for my owne part C as I yet thinke j 
neither am I able for the prefent to difeharge it, neither doe 1 thinke it fit 
to enter into an Office before I have learned what belongs to it 5 neither 
can I digeft to doe it by others , feeing 1 ought to doe k my felfe : yet I 
(hall advife. 

The conclufion was , he reje&ed it , and thereupon it was given to 
Secretarie CMeteUdne , to his affociates great griefc, he having ever been 
a man of a contrary fa&ion and difpofition in all bufinefle of the Comr 
mon weale. Hee accepted of the Office of Lieutenant on the Borders 
willingly, being more futable to his difpofition, and his proper element, 
as we fpeake *, and he profefled that he delighted as much to bunt out n , 
theefe,as others did to hunt a hare 5 and that it was as naturallto him, 
as any other paftime or exercife is to another man. But he lived not long 
after this , nor had he time to doe any memorable thing in it. He made ' 
onely one roade againft the outlawed theeves of the name of mu- 
fir ang (moft of them) after the King was gone home, who had beene 
prefent at the cafting downe of their houfes. Hee purfued them into 
the Tarrafle Mofle, which was one of their greateft ftrengths, and 
whither no hoaft or companies had ever beene known to have followed 
them beforehand in which they did confide much,becaufe of the ftraight- 
nefle of the ground . He ufed great diligence,and fufficient induft ry $ buc • 
the fuecefle was not anfwerable either to his defire, or other mens ex- 
pedition. Neither did hee forget to keepe his intention clofe , and fe- 
cret , acquainting none of the people of that Countrey therewithal], 
untill he was ready to march. Then directing one $oreU* of Apiegirth to > 
goe to the other fide, whither hee knew they behooved to flee, hee 
lent wkh him one of his efpeciali followers , whom hee knew 
to bee well affe&ed to the fervke , to fee that hee did his du- 
tie. Hee himfelfe with the Armie came openly and dire&ly to the 
place of their aboade , that they fleeing from him , might fall into 
the hands of Apiegirth , and his companie , who were come in fuf- 
ficient good time, before the Army could bee leene to that paflage 

which 



Digitized by CjOOQie 



ami ninth. Ear It of Angus. ~ 4.31 

*which they were few; to keep. But the birds were all flowne, And there 
wasnothkig left but the empty n,eft, having (no queftion) had fomeink- 
ingwtd intelligence hereof* but it could not he tried by whom the notice 
had been given them. In the retreat, they foew themfelves, and rode 
about to intercept and catch fuch as might happen incircumfpeftly to 
ftraggle from the Army,and they failed very narrowly to have attrapped 
WiUiafn Douglas oflvely, a young Gentleman of m.y Lords family* for 
which tncircumfpe&ion, he was foundly chid by him, as having there- 
by hazarded his owne perfon, and his Lords honour. 

_ After this he came to Langhop, where his infirmity having continued 
long, and being now increafed through travel! , it grew at laft to a 
'formed difeafe. Wherefore hee was carried from thence to S.meeton, 
(neare to Dalkeith) a houfe belonging to James Richtfon, pf whom wee 
havefpoken before. His care of the good of the Church (which was 
ever in his mouth during his fickneffe) fhewed that it lay neareft to his 
heart of aU ocher things.* There hee departed out of this transitory life, 
with great comfort to himfelfe, and great griefe of all honeft men, and 
with a ggnerall regreting of all men -, there being none fuch an enemy to 
|him»or who did fo envie or hate him, as not to profefle and expre(Te.his 
fojrrQW for his death : King, Courtiers, Noblemen, Barons, Burgefles, 
Common? * men of ail degrees, $apke,quaUtie and condition, did lament 
him .- fuch wasthe foiceable power of vertue in him. Ofwhich wee 
will fay no more, onely we will fet downe this following Elogium to be 
confidercd by the Reader, then which nothing can bee faid more true : 
Here therefore let it remaine as a witneflfe of his vertue, and the W riters 
deferved affe&ion. 


<JM ortc j acet- favd Anguftus,fpes ilia bonorum , 
7 " trror malorum maxim*** : 

Cui, laude fr ludu merit is, pia turba parentaf * 
Pattern, Parentem ingeminans . 

Par ftudium impetus fimmat:quem car per e tivor 
Vivum folebat, mortuam 

( /tut verts fcquitur lacrymis, out gaudia fitfis 

Celat pudenda • & laudtbus 
Saltern non fictis os pene invtta refolvit, 

Seqne arguit mendacii. 

O laus ! O vert vis ! o victoria ! honojque 
. Cunctis triumph is clarior ! 


Lofcfct for the 

trandation of 
dwfe verfes in 
thcjblhzwing 
page. 


Yet were not the afperfions of his enemies (if hee had any fuch ) of any 
moment or confluence : I fay, if he had any, for he had no private ene- 
mies who hated him, or bore him any ill will for his owne caufc * onely 
fuch as were enemies to the Countrey, and the true Religion, hated him 
asatnainpillar,andfupporterofthefe. The gteateft obje&ion they had 
againft him ( I mean that carried any (how of truth) was his modeftie, 
( which they termed flownefle ) but after his death, all mouthes were 
clofed.The love which was generally borne to him was exceeding great, 

both 
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both for his houfe and families fake ( which was ever the moft popular 
in this Kingdome of all other names) asalfo, and that no lefle for his 
owne vertue, and pcrfonall humanitie and courtefie. He was of a black- 
ifh and fwart complexion, tall of ftature, and of a {lender body, but well 
proportioned and ftraight limmed 5 of a weakc and tender conftitution, 
and not very able to endure travell, but having courage enough, and wib 
lingnefleto undergoe. His death was afcribed to witchcraft: and one 
Barbary Nepair in Edinburgh (wife to rchbald Douglas , of the houfe of 

Casfhogle) was apprehended on fufpition, but I know not whether Ihee 
was convi&ed ofit or not : onelv it was reported that fhe was found guil- 
tie, and that the execution was deferred, becaufe fhe was with childe, but 
afterward, no body infilling in the purfuit of her, fhee was fet at libertie. 
xy{»na Sim fort, a famous witches reported to have confefled at her death, 
that a pi 3 ure of waxe was brought to her, having k^A. D. written on it, 
which (as they faid to her) did fignifie Archbald pavidfon , and ('fhee not 
thinking of the Earle of Angus, whofe name was Archbald Douglas , and 
might have beene called Davidfon , becaufe his fathers name was David j 
did confecrate or execrate ir, after her forme, which f fhe faid) if fhe had 
krfbwnetohavercprefented him, fhe would not have done it for all the 
world. He died the day of 1588. ycares : his body was 

buried in Abernathie, and his heart in Douglas, by his owne 
dire&iori. He is the laft -Earle of the race of 
George , entitled Mafter of Angus, 
who was {lain at Flow- 
don, &c. 


The tranflate- 
otioithe ver- 
fes in the pagp 
foregoing* 


Of Archbald the ninth Earle of Angus. 

Angus by cruell death lies here. 

The good mans hope, the wickeds feare 5 
The praife and forrow of the moft 
Religious, who as having loft 
A father,mourn ♦, worft men are knowne 
To faine a woe if they have none : 

Envie, accuftomed to wrong 

His guiltlefle life, imployes her tongue. 

Now a loud Trumpet of his fame, 

And weeps, if not for grief, for fhame, 
Enforc’t to give her felfe the lie .• 

O ! Power of Truth, O ! vi&ory. 

By which more honour is obtain’d. 

Then is in greateft triumphs gain'd. 


/ 
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Archibaldiis E)ngla{sius 



>.■ ■ ■ -t yrrrrt rrf TrrrT*7?f . 

O L«w y>v4 dente calumnia 

Clam vanas ad opesfraude viamflww 
CMuffabat , pofitoopt. polampudore^ 
f.ofl.abat caput in vitim: . . .. 

(0 ft non nimium credit a ! j Crimina , 

P<r<& atroc toque infandaque crimina , . v . 

./*#* Diro Lepedo, out fcrtrCetbegi . ” • ! ' . 
Patrandum gtflio ntfai. v 

C4f « ftimulis ambitio impotent 
Autajlu rabies fervida pecl/tr is,. 

Anri oat facra mali fames in omne, ... . 
Egit pracipites fceltis, " 

cflf oliri inpdriam incettdia, fpicuU 
Jn patrem fotria , fanClaque numitto 
Regum alti folio fova locata 
Celfis pederejedibus: 


Regni prafidium^fpem^decus exjlera 
Genti ludibrium tradere , civium 

Vota^ & pontifcis (nefas) tjranni , 
Roma de generis metum. 


O lingua improbitas , callida neltere 
Frondes , in/tdias , exitium bonis : 
Regum aures onimofque Jufpicaces, 
Fifto ludere crimine. 


Hac cunCti cumulum jlagitii manns 
Pair are ? hac f acinus mens coquere impiuni ! 
Hac co£l urn ptuit probore ? peclus 
Hoc confcire nefas fibi. 



Of Archbald the third of that name £ 

qui fapiens intima fenfuum 
Sc rut arts Dens quifquis eras mihi 

Arcanipenito firm rcpofti 
Ti tjtis) crimine liber at. 

Vita perpetuus compoftta tenor , 
c Mens legum patient , imperii jugum 

zpujli legitimum jfitbire mitis $ ' 

Cunais ceiere lenitas : 

Non claros atavos ftemmate regia , 

Regnat of que at avis petit provincias 
Et belli decors, (jrferi triumphis 
Fart am Mortis odor earn : 

Non longo titulos or dine turgidos , 

Arces pennigeris turribus or duos. 

Non turbam numerous gravem clientum,aut 
Lasts pr'adiafinibus . 

Nudi Jimplicitas Candida pectoris 
Etfemper fimilis canafaesfui, 

Eraudes impietas licet , dotofque 
Landaus clamjibi rideot.. 

Sincera rigid) jufihia tenax 
Dextra, a flagttio libera , fanguinis 
Expert innocui,doli rapina , 

Solis noxia furibus 


<*A rchbald 
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Archbald Douglas £^r& 
of ad" ngus* 


B Lack flander erft her ends to gaine. 

Employ’d her Art to wound my name 
Low whifpers were her fecret traine, 

Her open force lies void of lham£. 

O ! that they had leffe credit found. 

As from the thought my heart was ffpe 5 

Lefiduf nor Cethegus own’d 

Such mikhiefs as were charg’d, on me : r , 

Whom love of vengeance fet on fire, 

Or blinde ambition overfwaid,; ; 

Or hope of riches or defire , 

Ofpleafure, t’ every vice betraid. 

As if my foul fuchplots had knowne 
As would a publicke ruine bring 
By juftling from his {acred Throne 
My Countreyes father, and my King. 

And foto forraigne fcorne expofe 
The Kingdomes glory, (hield and hope } 
The peoples joy and dayly vowes. 

The fcourge and terrour of the Pope. 

Thus wicked tongues with cunning Art 
Weave nets, the innocent to catch. 

And to the jealous eare impart 

Fain’d treafons, which their fanciesatch. > 

So bafe a villanie to a& 

Was it, for fudva hand as mine, 

Or could my bread contrive the fad, 
Orconfcious be of the black finne. 

L 1 i But 
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But I appeale my God to thee. 

Who know’ll my heart, and to thofe friends . 
Who were moll intimate with me. 

How much I loath’d unworthy ends. 

Theconflant tenourof my life. 

Was calme obedience to the will 
Of rightfujl power : detelling ftrife 
J lliunn’d ( more then refilled ) ill. 

Though my defeent from Kings I drew. 

And in my Grandfiers well might fee 
A Princely power, none ever knew 

A bragging vanitie in me- 

No emptie titles fill’d my minde 
With hatefull pride * nor (lately tops 
Of Towr’s, large fields, nor troups offcinde 
And humble followers, fwell’d my hopes. 

Anequall vertueled my way, 

A fpotlefle truth adorn’d my heart, 

Let wicked falfehood boaft and fay > 

Loe what I compaft by my Art. 

By me fincere drift Juftice dwelt. 

From guiltlefle blopd my hand was free. 

No wrong my harmleffe neighbour felt, 

Onely thieves punifht w?re by mec. 


end ninth Earle of Anrtti. 
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Ad dJ'rcbibaldum tertiiim, cum poft 
primum exilium reverfus, ultra 
Speiam Elginii in Moravia re- 
legatus eflet. 


N Uper fortuna v arias experts procell as 
A ngufie , & velis aquora iniqua tint : 

Nuper in immenjopelagi j difate prof undo : 

obruteque infants pene Voraginibus : 

Nuncquoque nefcio quos iterum jubiture labores i 
guicquid id e/lforti peifore perfer onus. 

Difcute triflitia nebulas ♦, front emque ferena : 

<yi nxietas ammo Jitprocul atratuo: 
telle graves euros , proper ant em & parce feveri 
Sponte fua fati pracipitare diem : 

Degenercs animos flatus levis aura flniflri 
Dejicit , aternts in tentbrifque premit : 

Kyi t mala cum pungunt, taler is fl fort iter iUa i 
(JMateriefque tibi caufique iaudts erunt'. 

Scilicet ille viros dignus numerarier inter : 

Hunc fequitur firmO gloria celfa pede r 
Cut de)e<Ht mutatumnubila jvnltum, / 

Blanda nec in fast us fuHulit aura leves : 
gui folidum vita fervans , certumque tenorem , 

Robore fortunam vicit utramque pari. 

Ut fremat bint Boreas , iUinc ruat Eurus & aufteti 
Et quatiat timidam fluftibus undo ratem : 

Ida t amen medio s inter fecura tumult us 

JEtheris •, & rapidi vimque minafque freti, 

Sape tenet cur fum optatum, portuque petit a 
Defpicit irati murmur a roue a mans. 

Pine cape non obfeura tua exemplariavitd 
Dum : nec rebus cedere difee malts. 

UKagnis tequoque jungeviris : quid paffks Ulyfles t 
Exul in ignoto nudus inepfque folo. 
guideui Roma fua tulit incunabula gent is ? 
gueti fua in \yidriaco Troia renaia mari t 

l\l J At 


+j8. Of Archbald tbetbird bf tbit name, 

Ksft quid ego hue antiqua ? quid & peregrin* recorder ? 

Ditiojr escempfijl# paring fik: , 
Smgeumordioe longo £ afavos ag£,t*ftiee,*ve[qut- ' 
guet {MDuMX'Uomip* magftedmmSj 
beUo wftgnefqueducts, & fmtbm arms 
Heroes i (icH glofHrquifiuffiS. " • v 

guem non nobilitat virtue afflict q ? polo quern 
N Qfi Must ? nuuHt* ( viu fjefr\ fftyu ’ 

Omnis turba falo fortune exercita y rdr omnes 
f aftA Wcef, verft kudlbrinmqut rote : 
guas pax inftda inftdias^ dsferimina btllum 
Jguuque habet exilii tadta, long* dies : 

Nec ntfi poll exant lotos , venire^ labor is t 
Otia ; nec nifi poft dura periclaqutes. 

Te quoque defunHum, confide, labor thus olim 
Letter excipiet, candidiorque dies. 

Securufque inter dukes memor obis mkosy 

Tu quoqqe, fortune triftitia fa&atu*. 

Triitia nunc r: Ted qu4 tunc & meminife j uvabit : 
fgnojfe cr. decor is prima element* tui : 

* Hoc itum ; hoc quicunquf alto fife Habit, eundum tilt ■ 

Hade fubltmi, gloria celfcvio 
Sijlet avos fupr*, atqueatavas, afcingere : Ote 
guo firs i quo virtue I quo Bern ipfe vocal 1 
Tailor ? an-beroas fujpra prijcefque futurofquc 
Toller e te tanta fyiera molt par ant 
Virtuti labor eft comes ? ire per or du a rerum 
Gaudct & invfiip fa* fupcxbagrndu* 

Jude ingens » jam nunc Jupert ad tempi a ardui Oljmpi , 

Carpere , qua pronum femita monUrat iter s 
dude , inquam , nec tu [urgentia nubila ventis 
Aether Aterr am , undos tartar ave tp fa time . 

Tantum, quern venerare Dcuqt p 'tus, ignetts insis , 

SoUicitans \curfus dirt get Hit toes. 

Me gubernaclo fuccedet rcclor faille 
lnveniet facilemper vadafalfoviam 
K^dnfrathtfquevagos per t ejr avia, & avia vita, 
Etbrevta^ &fjrtes fax aque coca ratem 
Securam in placid* ftftetftauane : perenue 
Ut tineas celftftammea tempi 'a poli. 




- .'-jV 


kHdninth Earle of 'Jhigtf, ' * Y 

To Archbald the third, vthen after bis returns from 
his firjl banijhment, be pas confined to Elgine of 
Murrayhejond Spey. '■■■<■>', 


T Hou who bwlately dldft eMufetha ftftitt •' 
Of rougheft ftettfi*$,artd with a Pilot* m 
Halt fcfrp’dthemariy dingers of thef^a** ^ 

O Angus !' now iftpfolcfc Of Wifhtfd eafe ' 

New tronblescome : Jknow not by what fact ♦ 
Keep your great fpirit fi ttne in every ftatt . 

Shake off fad thoughtt>&iid let yout looks appear 
Chearfull, without the dslfkning clouds of lean 
Deep cares expell, let not impatience harte 
Thofe ills, which oftbemfelves approach too fall. 
Poor worthleffrfoulesart preft below the weight 
Of light afflictions uoy noble height 
In crofleaif&ires doe thou thy corirage ralfe j 
By this thou maiftt^aine defeV^pratfe. 
Benefits honoor, artdtmy jafttyBe 
Efteena’d a man, whom no adverfitle 
DejeCts, opt profpeirous fifectfffe fwds With pride 5 
But by a conftant terippw doth abide' 

Still like himfelfe, aria with art eduall rtimde 
Both fortunes beares. Let every boiftrouswmde 
And threatning wave oppofe his labouring oare. 

He fteereshis courfe,and feekes the wifhea fhoare, 
Slighting theaangiry waters chiding noife. 

Let thefe (like hard) examples prompt your choice : 
Leame to meet ills, till you with all compare 
For fortitude admir’d: UlyJJfs bare 
Worfeharmesthen yours a ftranger, pOore, alone, 
Unctoaih’d, an Exffe, wandring and uuknowne. 

and Amenvr filtered long 
Ere Rome was built, or Venice : but I wrong 
Our owne, to dwell on ft rangers, fince there be 
More ftore at home : marfcethe whole Progenie 
Of Vouglaffes your fathers, how they are 
Fam’d for their gallant adts in peace and warre : 
Each worthy was the glory of his time : 

- None withourvertue can to honour efimbe. 


Looke on all ages, you fhall hardly fee 
One rais’d by fortune, buwhroughkniferie. 

Who live at eafe, amlleaftdiftiribafice feele, 

Soonc beare the mock’ry of her rowling wheele. 

How many traines hath peace { What difeords warre f 
What troubles exile i Yet no pleafures are 
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Obtain’d but after toile- nor have we reft 
Till dangers and difficulties are paft. 

So thou, when this is paft, hereafter may 
Injoy at home a calrae and pleafine day : 

And to your dear friends cnearfiimr relate 
The fad eflfeds of Fortunes fullen hate : 

Sad now, but pleafant to remember, when . 

Your prentifage hath brought a noble gaine^ ; 

This is the way : would you a great name win i 
Then tread the fteps your Grandfires travcll’d in* 

Where Vertue, Fortune, where your God doth call,' 
Follow : my thoughts deceive me, or you fhall 
Excell thofe Worthies whQ alrcadie are. 

Or will be famous : fo the ftarre$ prepare 
Your vouch. Faire vertue never dwells alone, 

Hard.lahour is her neare companion : 

Un-eafie taskes fhc loves, ana joyes to beat 
The rougheft wayes,and triumph over fate. 

Be bold and onward, take your mounting flight. 

Till you have reacht a true Olympian height. 

Be bold, I fay, and let np furious winde, (minde. 1 
(Though earth and hell (hould mix ) fhake your brave 
Onely with God, whom you myft frill adore, 

Y ou may be infrant, and his aid implore : 

Let him direfr your courfe, and he will be 
Your Pilot through the waves of mifery. 

Steering your barke by every Rocke and Shelfe : 

Each frrait and wheeling Poole His facred Selfc 
Will guide the Oare, firft to a place of reft 
On earth, then after death thou (halt be blcfr . 
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